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A Farewell Message

Twelve years ago I moved to Orlando and eleven years ago I became active in the gay community. In
the late 70's the women of Orlando had a monthly "Moon Party," which was the Saturday closest to the full
moon. Shortly after I started attending these I started hosting the parties (from time to time) and I
helped out with the newsletter, "Changes". Then when 1983 rolled around I got involved with LCN. And
since July of 1987, I've been involved with The Center, GCS, LCN, etc! For those of you who know me, you
know that The Center has become my 1ife, my Tove, my everything.

But my love affair with The Center must come to an end. My beautiful Jeep is dying a very rapid
death, my house payments are behind and for the first time in a long, Tong, time I'd love to be able to

afford an occasional dinner somewhere other than McDonalds.

Although finances (or the lack thereof) have served as the catalyst, I'm tendering my resignation as
The Center's President because I feel as though I've done all that I can for the comunity. I've worked
long hours to be able to ensure that The Center's direction was good and healthy. I've just come to a
point in my 1life where I've got to make some positive changes for me.

From having been at The Center, I've acquired some very wonderful friends. And I can't begin to
thank all of you for putting up with me when I carried on and on about The Center. I know I've taxed you
all an awful lot with my love affair. But thanks for being there. My heart will always be with you -

the people of The Center. I will miss you.

Thank you all for the opportunity to be a part of Florida's premier Gay Comunity Center.

Editor's Note: Due to Shannon's resignation as President, be aware that The Center's hours may change.

Volunteer Training

The Center will be conducting volunteer training on
Monday, January 9, beginning promptly at 7:00. Any-
body interested in devoting a few hours a month to help
out The Center is cordially invited to attend. We have
a constant need for people to assist with special
events held at both The Center and alternate locations.

If you can spare the time, we need your talents and
expertise.

THANKS!

This month thanks go out to the following people for
their contributions to The Center: Rob for the Christ-
mas ham; Lejune for a turkey and Bob for an additional
turkey; Stephanie, Patty and Penny for facilitating
Women's Group; Chris for Men's Group and Randy, Cherie,
Patty, Joel, Michael, Steve and Davis for facilitating
Coming Out Group; Ty for our Christmas tree; Joel for
our vacuum cleaner; and, of course, a mjor thanks to
our monthly pledgers and our advertisers.

I wish to thank Shannon and Jimmy for taking over the
Newsletter's December issue while I was in Oklahoma for
my grandmother's funeral. Sincerely, Lynn Vining

Shannon Addison

Please Note:

Beginning with the February issue of The Center
Newsletter, if you want to continue (or start)
receiving The Newsletter at home, you nust complete the
following and send it back to The Center no later than
January 19th.

Name:

Address:

Our Togic is simple; we spend approximately $150
each month on postage and we know some of you have
moved. Yet we have no way of knowing where. Bulk rate
mail is not forwardable. Also, if you are at The
Center on a regular basis, please save us the 16.7¢ and
pick up your copy when you visit.

Please help us reduce our mailing costs. Our
distribution at the bars will increase and we'll have
an ample supply available at The Center for your
reading pleasure.
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5026 Edgewater Dr.
Orlando
(407) 291-2399
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e Foil Printing

e Self Service Copies
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PRESS, inc. oo

(407) 898-8363 1"
742 N. Mills Ave. i
Orlando, FL 32803 . )

licensed mortgage broker

' unique financing

margaret a. davis, broker
hablo espanol

805 east washington st.
orlando. florida 32801

(407) 425-9982
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MEMORIAL PARK & FUNERAL HOME

JOANNE SOMMER
Advanced Planning Counselor

P.O. Box 585627
Orlando, FL 32858-5627

“SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA SINCE 1926"

Telephone (305) 843-8390

EZa@dlgg.ﬁg&qgﬂ&w

Attorney At Law

617 E. Washington St. Suite 3
P.O. Box 922
Orlando, Florida 32802

MARY COLE - Owner

Licensed

THE GARDENER

Lawn Care e Landscaping

898-1021
Orlando, Florida

Call For Appointment

PHILIP O. TOAL M.S. LMHC

Licensed Mental Health Counselor

615 E. Princeton St. Suite 545

( oy
Orlando, FL 32803 {407) 896-3551

Aft. Hours (407) 896-8462
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Life Planning Seminar

Tuesday, January 17th, there will be a Life Planning
Seminar conducted by Joanne Sommer of Woodlawn Memorial
Park. The seminar will be at 7:30 and it will be held
at The Center. This seminar will include information
on wills, estates and basic 1ife planning. Refreshments
will be provided.

The Center Newsletter is published monthly by The
Center of Central Florida for the Lesbians and Gay men
of Orlando.

We dnvite our public to send us news and personal
views of Gay 1ife, short stories, poems, political and
social commentary. Political and social organizations
are welcome to use The Center Newsletter as a public
forunm for information about events and activities.

Some of the views expressed in The Center News-
letter are not necessarily those of The Center, the
newsletter or its editor. The Newsletter reserves the
right to edit all contributions for the purpose of
meeting length constraints and for ensuring clarity
and conciseness.

Bdlepe . . Tl b o i Lynn Vining
PTG - o e« s st James Anthony
THE CENTER
1036 NORTH MILLS AVENUE
P.0. BOX 533446

ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32802
PHONE: (407) 894-7097




ON THE EDGE by James Anthony

It's time for my New Year resolutions. You are probably saying to yourself: nobody makes resolu-
tions anymore! Well, T do; T just don't keep them.

This year I vow:

1. To go through all my papers and throw out what I don't need. I have kept every piece of corre-
spondence since 1966, starting with my first love letter. THIS I will keep; the Reader's Digests con-
tests can go.

2. To finish painting the inside of this house. The rooms that ARE done will have to be done again
if I don't make some attempt at uniformity in my work. Anyone who has ever been at a party at my house
will have noticed that dim lighting will mask anything.

3. To stop smoking. This is my only vice. I am so wholesome that I manage to sicken people. But
wait...if I DO stop smoking, I will have achieved perfection and will probably be assumed directly into
heaven well before my time. I'm not ready yet! Better to continue smoking and take up another vice; I
will become a pathological liar.

4. To become better friends with people who have built-in pools. I haven't been to a pool party in
years! This will lead to my becoming involved in a Triple Whammy Vice: swinming in a pool, nude, while
smoking and telling lies -- 1'11 have one foot on the road to hell but at Teast I won't make people sick.

5. To remaember everybody's birthdays. Have any of you experienced the trauma of being the guest of
honor at a gift-strewn fest -- surrounded by people who have NOT received a gift from you during the
year? It is not pretty.

6. To buy new clothes. I once wore elephant bell-bottoms to a Park Avenue restaurant -- 1in 1983.
I thought people were noticing my highly-polished platformshoes.

7. To send in my Center pledge on time. It's gotten bad, Tadies and gentlemen. Shannon has
managed to track me down in the most unlikely places to hand me my pledge sheet: the fitting room at
Ivey's; the men's room at the airport; the doctor's office while I lay there covered by a paper robe.
Things will be different in 1989!

8. To save money. This year I will try to be 1ike the rest of my relatives: cheap, tight and
penny-pinching. I will make deals with the utility companies, promising them word-of-mouth advertising
in exchange for free kilowatts and unlimited long-distance calling. Why should I have to pay for
something that you can't actually TOUCH? Has anyone ever actually SEEN a kilowatt?

9. To stop meking Tists of things. I write everything down and then I lose the Tist. A gay
person's life should be organized but maybe I am taking things too far. Maybe I should work on my
memory. God! If I depend on THAT, I'11 surely turn into an amesiac, immediately forgetting everything
that ever happened to me, not to mention the things I still have to do. They'll find me wandering along
an abandoned rail bed, in my elephant bell-bottoms and platform shoes. I'11 be carrying a shopping bag
stuffed with old love letters. Still, some semblance of normalcy will turn up: there will be Shannon,
popping out from behind a bush around the next bend, wondering where the hell my monthly pledge is.

//
>?< A Very Special THANKS to Kat for helping for so many

‘ & hours on last month's newsletter. ‘

Charlie Murphy! CUate S . e 647-3333
Join us Friday, January 27, at The Friends Meeting ACE, Inc . . . v o v v v e e 400 gig‘g?gg
House (8:00 p.m.) for Charlie Murphy in Concert! Aids Hotline . . . . . . ..... s _648—9161
Charlie Murphy is a nationally acclaimed recording AID Orlando . . . . . v oo v e e 843-4368
artist from Seattle, Washington, whose nusic reflects O . - o se e o R st 8 '1452
his activism in various movements, including feminist, Centaur . . . .. .......0..n 849- ]
ecological, gay/lesbian, anti-nuclear and  Native Drug Crisis Center . . . . . ... ... 423-6611
American. The concert is a joint effort of We The Gay Community Services . . . ... ... 843—?83{
People Gay and Lesbian Coalition for the Human Rights YL, . 0 A EE L. L 894-9
of A1l People, and the Florida Coalition for Peace and L BOress . .oewe o - < BEG 2
Justice as part of its state-wide Peace Pilgrimage Rape Crisis Center . . . .. ...... Gite 50
being held from January 20 through 20, SpOUSG ADUSE Gt s o s cigipms v v s 886-2856
The Friends Meeting House is Tocated at 316 East The Center . . . .. .......... 894-7097
Marks Street, Orlando. For nore information call The TransAid Support Services . ... ... 839-0945

Powerhouse at 645-3616. N o D R R R e e S 628-1227



Joy MCC

Joy Metropolitan Comunity Church holds two
services each Wednesday at the church office, 1611 F.
Page St., off Ferncreek. Prayer Breakfast is at 7:15
and features a continental breakfast, fellowship and
prayer. Evening Discussion/Prayer Group is held at
£:30:

Sunday services are at 11:00 a.m. at the church
office and 7:15 p.m. at the Unitarian Church, 1815 E.
Robinson St.

We

“individual” /
back1in the IRA.

Mark vour calendar for
Thur JAN 10th
a 7:30 pm

Attend a free Seminar

to answer all your ques-
tion about IRAs, but were
afraid to ask. 1Is your
present one living up to
your expectations?

Cut your taxes
not your options!

RESIDENTIAL
POOL SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

Karen Rutkowski

(407) 291-7981
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About our Advertisers...

We would 1ike to point out that while the people
and businesses who advertise in The Center Newsletter
are open-minded and gracious in their support of The
Center through their advertising, they are not
necessarily gay, nor their businesses necessarily
strictly gay oriented.

We ask of our comunity to use the same discretion
and consideration in patronizing any of our advertisers
as would be afforded in any other social or business
situation. Thank you.

(XXX

T'S « PERSONAL « TOUCH *INGC

COMPLETE o LANDSCAPE ® MAINTENANCE

Commercial @ Residential ® Free Estimate
T.L. TARR
(407) 858-4273

unique effects

collectibles e antiques
stripping e reslorations
search-find orders

629-5870

425-9982 kathy mulheim

RONALD G. LAURIA

R&R BUSINESS SERVICES
Accounting, Taxes & Payroll

530 E. CENTRAL BLVD
ORLANDO, FL 32801

843-1805
843-1809

unique homes
& investments, inc.

0: 407-425-9982
h: 407-629-5870

margaref a davis,

broker
hablo espanol

805 easl washington streef
orlando. florida 32801
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Free 30-minute
personal financial
consultation

Keith L. Brown
Personal Financial Planner

IDS Financial Services Inc.
Bus. (407) 839-0433

IS

An American Express company

AMERICAN|
EXPRESS

R

© 1988 IDS Financial Corporation
All rights reserved.
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Sharon K. Durrant, ma.

Florida Licensed Marriage
& Family Therapist

Certified Addictions Professional

{407) 898-4227
647 N Mills Avenue

Orlando. Florida 32803

Your membership in The Center helps ensure our
continued service and availability within the Central
Florida Gay and Lesbian comunity. An annual member-
ship of $12 not only helps keep your Center functioning
and gives you the satisfaction of being a contributing
and vital part of the cause - it also makes you a
voting member of The Center.

Complete the form below and send it, along with
your check for $12, to The Center, P.0. Box 533446,
Orlando, Florida, 32802.

Yes, I want to be a Center member. Enclosed is my $12
annual membership fee.

P FLAG of Central Florida

Name

Address = = St
Clla s & - a0 e
State : e s el e e
The MNewsletter needs help (no coments. p1@asq): We
need someone, or a variety of someones, who will do
some reporting for The Newsletter. If you are inter-
ested in conducting interviews or checking out new
businesses and writing up reviews about them. please

contact The Center. Thanks

Beginning in January, on the last Wednesday of the
month, Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (P
FLAG) of Central Florida will begin holding meetings at
their new, permanent meeting place; The Friends Meeting
House, 316 Marks Street, Orlando. The time will be
8:00 pm and there is plenty of parking available.

Parents FLAG 1is a support group for parents,
siblings and friends of Lesbian and Gay persons and
works to educate the public about our children's
orientation. If you or anyone you know has a Gay or
Lesbian child, and could benefit from the experiences
of other parents, we urge you and them to attend this
or subsequent meetings.

Membership is $10.00 a year. If anyone would
prefer to be on the mailing 1ist, an Associate Member-
ship is also $10.00 a year. Donations will be most
gratefully accepted.

If you would Tike to receive further information
about the organization and understanding our children,
please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope with
your request, addressed to Parents FLAG, P.0. Box
141312, Orlando, FL 32814-13'2. A1l requests are kept

confidential, as is the mailing Tlist. Judy, our
facilitator, is available to speak with you. Her
telephone number is (407) 839-1856. Please leave a

message on her answering machine and she will return
your call if she is not in.

Alsc of interest: P FLAG has available a booklet
entitled "Read This Before Coming Out to Your Parents,"
available free of charge; Jjust send stamped, self
addressed envelope (25¢). P FLAG will also mail
information to parents for a child. Send stamped,
self-addressed envelope (65¢ postage).
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To R RETRO SHOPPING EXPERIENCE.

FERTU RW GIFT CERTIFICATES

RYAILABLE !}

ssoTericAANT IQUE Seqrr,

oGAY+LESBIAN LITERATURE »
o JEWELRY WITH A GAY SLANT -

AT 1223 No. ORANGE AVE., ORLANDO
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Home of Orlando's
Favorite Tradition

“wild wednesday”’
25¢ Well Drinks 8 pm - 1 am

TWO SHOWS NIGHTLY
WEDNESDAYS, FRIDAYS
AND SATURDAYS
10:30 P.M. AND MIDNIGHT

HAPPY HOUR
2= 8 DATLY

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
VALET PARKING ON WED.

375 SOUTH BUMBY (407) 898-0424

Lo Uil 6o

ORLANDO’S NEWEST CLUB FOR WOMEN
WHERE GAY GENTLEMEN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

6900 NORTH ORANGE BLOSSOM

ORLANDO, FL 32810
HOURS

OUTSIDE POOL BAR & POOL AREA OPEN 12 NOON TILL DARK.
OPEN ON WEEKENDS.
GAMEROOM: 4 PM-2 AM MONDAY-SUNDAY.

DISCO: 8 PM-2 AM WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY.

HAPPY HOUR 4-8
75¢ COCKTAILS  50¢ DRAy
(407) 291-0686

R

AIRLINES ® AMTRAK @ TOURS ® CRUISES @ HOTELS @ CAR RENTAL

un a ~£‘6‘u’n;£ln KISSIMMEE 3 ’

i SINCE 1973

15 BROADWAY ¢ KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA 32741
(407) 846-3212 © 1-800-338-3956 © Telex #8100071778

e Do You and Your Friend Want A Travel
Counselor in Confidence?

e Would Your Company or Office Want
To Know Who You're Dealing With?

Call Today! Ask For Keith!

SP-u- L U—q
LI BT
THE ORIGINAL DOWNTOWN

KISSIMMEE

NEW FULL LIQUOR LOUNGE

THE
FLAMINGO
LOUNGE

7124 ALOMA
WINTER PARK
Open 7 Days 3-2
677-4299

PROPER ID REQUIRED

Happy Hour 3-8 pm
MONDAY-FRIDAY

75¢ Well Drinks/$1.00 Domestic Beer
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ERY day is SPECIALI) y Iife.

BAR HI-BALLS
$4 call brands & beer

ok @ SRPPERS @

ot Midnight

4 P.M. TO 9 P.M.

"\ o4 4
T DANCE
5¢ bar hi-balls

¢4 beer

SPECIAL
ROOM RATES

' IOUSE Florido’s premiér
Gay Resort

410N.O
RANGE BLOSSOM (305) 425-7




