v s JESSE JACKSON

the 19 months since the murder of
(ther King, only one man
as a likely heir to the slain
 Jeader’s pre-eminent position in the civil
E rights movement: Jesse Louis Jackson,
1 the 27-year—01d 6(0ﬂ?ﬂ1}() director gf
" King's Southern Christian Leadership
~ Conference. The Reverend Jackson’s first
national exposure, in fact, came as a
vesult of his closeness to Dr. King. He
was talking to King on the porch of the
Lorraine Motel in Memphis when the
-~ fatal shot was fired and cradled the dy-
- ing man in his arms. The very next day,
at a Chicago City Council meeting,
Mayor Richard Daley read a eulogy that
pledged a “commitment lo the goals for
“which Dr. King stood.” The Reverend
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Jackson had flown in from Memphis

~ without sleep to attend the ceremony; he
stood up in a sweater stained with Dr.

King'’s blood and shouted to the as-
sembled Chicago political establishment,

~ “His blood is on the hands of you who
~ would not have welcomed him here
yesterday.”

That gesture demonstrated both the
- militant indignation and the dramatic
~ flair that mark Jackson’s charismatic
- siyle. The New York Times has writlen

that he “sounds a little like the late
Reverend Martin Luther King and a
little like a Black Panther.” It added
that “almost everyone who has seen Mr.
]ac{tson in operation acknowledges that
- heis probably the most persuasive black
~leader on the national scene.”
i ]ac‘k{on’s personality is possibly even
4"101‘8 in tune with the present black
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mood than Dr. King's was, because, as
Richard Levine pointed out in Harper’s,
“Dr. King was middle-class Atlanta, but
Jesse Jackson was born in poverty in
Greenville, South Carolina.” Jackson calls
himself a “country preacher,” but he
combines his down-home style with a
sharp intellect. He attended the Univer-
sity of Illinois for one year but dropped
out in 1960 to attend the Agricultural
and Technical College of North Carolina
in Greensboro, where the first black sit-in
had taken place earlier that year. He was
an honor student, quarterbacked the fool-
ball team and organized civil rights dem-
onstrations. After graduation, Jackson
went North to study at the Chicago
Theological Seminary, where he devoted
most of his extracurricular time to local
ctvil rights work.

It was Dr. King himself who originally
spotted Jackson’s leadership potential dur-
ing a massive civil rights drive in Chicago
in the summer of 1966 and appointed
him to head all of SCLC’s economic
projects in the North. In the three years
since that appointment, Jackson has
concentrated most of his efforts on the
Chicago-based project called Operation
Breadbasket and made that pilot pro-
gram the most impressive demonstration
of black economic and political power in
the United States. Breadbasket’s organi-
zational methods are now being applied
under Jackson’s guidance in 15 cities
ranging from Los Angeles to Brooklyn.

The project’s primary goals are to create
jobs for blacks and to encourage them to

“Whether we are called O peration Bread-
basket or Panthers or niggers, we know
who the enemy is. We'll gain freedom by
being more willing to die for it than the
slavemaster is to die to keep us enslaved.”

4 candid conversation with the fiery heir apparent to martin luther king

own and operate businesses. Boycotting,
or the threat of it, is Breadbasket’s most
potent weapon. The effectiveness of this
technique was most evident in a break-
through victory over the huge Atlantic
and Pacific Tea Company, which oper-
ates 40 stores in Chicago’s black ghetto.
To avoid the financial loss that a boycott
would have caused, the A & P signed a
pact guaranteeing jobs for blacks and
the distribution of black products on
A & P shelves. As Business Week re-
ported in a story aboul Operation Bread-
basket, “Nationally, the organization’s
efforts have resulted in about 5000 jobs
and $40,000,000 in annual salaries to
Negroes. But the Chicago campaign
lagainst A & P represents Breadbaskel’s
most significant victory, for it is the big-
gest settlement with a chain in a single
city, and set a precedent for other food-
chain negotiations across the country.”

The A & P pact was especially signifi-
cant because—in addition to a guaran-
tee of over 700 jobs for blacks and mar-
keting more black businessmen’s products
—the company also agreed to use black-
owned janitorial and exterminating com-
panies in its ghetto stores, to bank in
black-owned banks, to advertise in black
media and to have black construction
firms build ils ghetto stores. Monthly
meetings between representatives of
A & P and Breadbasket are designed to
assure that the company is not shirk-
ing. On the personal level, sensitivity
seminars atlended by A & P execulives
attempt to awaken management to the

I

“False racial pride has divided the lower
class. We should define ourselves by our
economic position and shift the fight
from a confrontation of poor black wvs.
poor white to one of have and have not.”
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existence and effects of prejudice. Similar
agreements hdve been signed with more
than half of all the major food distribu-
tors in the ghetto.

The Reverend Jackson created an even
more far-reaching program last spring,
when he initiated the Illinois Hunger
Campaign. Believing that hunger is the
one issue that could unite the black and
white poor, Jackson led a caravan to all
of the poverty areas of Illinois, ending
with demonstrations at the state capitol
in Springfield. The pressure this exerted
on the Illinois legislature was so great that
a planned cut of $125,000,000 in welfare
funds was restored at a time when New
York and California were making sizable
cuts in their welfare payments. An im-
passioned appeal by Jackson, from the
steps of the capitol building, inspired a
bill to provide school lunches for all of
the needy children in the state. Jackson
also extracted a promise from the state
legislature to prevail on Washington for
special surplus-food allotments for the
poor. The Illinois Hunger Campaign was
conceived by Jackson as an extension of
the Poor Peoples’ Campaign begun by
Dr. King, and there are plans for similar
efforts in other states next year.

No matter what his other commit-
ments may be, Jackson always attends
the Saturday-morning meeting of O pera-
tion Breadbasket. The location has been
changed three times this year, because the
congregation continually outgrows its
premises, and Breadbasket presently re-
sides in a 6000-seat movie theater on
Chicago’s South Side. The lobby of the
theater s filled with tables displaying
black merchandise, and the auditorium
itself is hung with signs that exhort the
gathering to BUY BLACK PRODUCTS and
USE BLACK SERVICES. The first hour of
the meeting is devoted to Gospel music by

* the Operation Breadbasket orchestra and

choir, interspersed with the business for
the week—either boycotts or special “buy-
ins.” PLAYBOY’s Associate Articles Editor,
Arthur Kretchmer, who conducted this
interview with Jackson, describes the re-
mainder of a recent meeting.

“After Breadbasket’s projects were out
of the way, a frail old lady, whose face
was ravaged by time and much else, was
given the stage. In a quiet voice, and
with great dignity, she briefly described
the humiliation she had suffered during
an interview with a welfare worker the
previous week. Then she said she had
come to the meeting to gain the strength
that would enable her to block her door
in the future. ‘They can starve me,” she
said, ‘but I'll die before they come back
with thewr damn forms and their damn
questions.” With that, she slowly raised
her fist in the black-power salute and the
audience gave her the most sympathetic
ovation I've ever heard.

“Then Jackson was introduced—and
greeted by ten minutes of standing, clap-
ping, stamping love. He is a big man

with an imperial manner. The head is
leonine and the facial expression at once
fierce and sullen. He was dressed, like a
Mod black emperor, in a brilliantly
colored dashiki, bell-bottom jeans and
high-top country shoes. Biologist Desmond
Morris has written that a leader never
scrabbles, twitches, fidgets or falters, and
Jackson qualifies. For over an hour, he
delivered a passionate sermon that de-
scribed the black man’s plight in white
society. It was filled with street talk,
down-home slang and quotations from the
Bible—but its effect was Greek tragedy
with soul.

“The sermon was punctuated by piano
and organ riffs similar to a rhythm sec-
tion’s backing of a good jazz soloist.
Halfway into an eloquent plea that
blacks mot waste their energy fighting
among themselves, he called on one of
the choir members, Sister Theresa, to
sing ‘I Can See the Promised Land,
because ‘I need it, he said. At one point
in the sermon, he paused, clearly ex-
hausted, and turned to the audience to
say, ‘Yes, I'm tired” An old woman’s
voice called out, ‘Take care of him,
Lord. We need him too bad for You to
let him die”’

“Everyone around Jackson is acutely
aware of his poor health. He has suffered
this year from traces of sickle-cell anemia
and assorted viruses brought on by
lowered resistance. He’s been hospital-
ized a half-dozen times but never missed
a Saturday at Breadbasket. It is common
for a parishioner to greet him with,
‘Hello, Reverend Jesse. Arve you taking
your medicine?’

“After Jackson finished the service, the
Operation Breadbasket orchestra played
a dozen choruses of a syncopated, soulful
‘We Shall Overcome,” while all 6000
people in the audience—a number of
whom were white—stood holding hands
and swaying back and forth in one of
the oldest, most moving rituals of the
civil rights struggle. The effect of the
morning was catharsis and rejuvenation.
I don’t think anyone who entered the
theater that morning could have left
without shedding some of the despair
that seems to be afflicting the black liber-
ation movement.

“A few moments later, I had a com-
pletely different, but indelible, impres-
sion of Jackson’s impact. I was waiting
to see him in a small dressing voom. He
was resting in an armchair, talking to a
very pretty, shy black girl of about 20
who was standing near him. She said to
him, with some embarrassment, ‘Rever-
end, I just want to tell you how much
you mean ‘to all of us’ He slowly raised
his head and said, ‘Hell, that’s just a lot
of talk. If I was really important to you,
you'd take pity on my old tired body
and invite me home, so your momma
could fix a fine meal for me.’ Shg was
immediately flustered and said, ‘Oh, Rev-
erend. You're just having fun with me.

You don’t mean it. You wouldn
to my house.” He looked at her
stern expression that he couldn’
prevent from turning to a smi]
said, ‘You tell your momma Pm ¢
over Thursday mnight. Tell hey
some fixin’.” She looked at him, ¢
tell if he were serious, and her ey
ened, her hands began to fuss g
jaw dropped open. Finally,
Would you really? Would you
come? If you do, I'll charge my |
admission at the door. A half a doj
see you and a dollar to toucﬁ
Jackson looked at the girl and
me, laughing his appreciation. A¢
on those rare occasions when he’s
city, Jackson is well taken care of
beautiful 25-year-old wife, Jacq
and harassed by his three en
children.” )
Because of Jackson’s heavy sci
Kretchmer couldn’t get enough ti
him until both took refuge in
retreat where the “country preac
free to explore at length the m
new mood of the black struggle
own role in it. Since Dr. King’
had seemed for many to signal
of the mnonviolent phase of
rights movement—a philosophy
continues to champion—the inter
gan with that topic. :

PLAYBOY: Though the mood of bl
changed markedly since the d¢
Martin Luther King, are you st
mitted, as Dr. King was, to non
as the only way to win racial justi
JACKSON: We will be as non
we can be and as violent as We 1
We should not choose violence
cause it is an inhumane way of
with problems. We also do not
military resources to deal with
can power structure. There’s 10
facing tanks with a .22 pistol. Ou
stances and terrain would not giv
freedom to use a violent stra
ghettos are built like a military
America never needs to actuall
in. The lights can be turned off,
shut off and the food supply sto
could be eliminated in the ghett
anyone even crossing the railro
to get us. ;
PLAYBOY: Do you mean to 1mp.
you did have the military .reSOll
would wage war against white
JACKSON: I am just pointing ot
is a strong pmgmatic case for.n
I am philosophically commﬁt
violence because 1 think it is th
alternative and should be }med. ‘
it helps protect and sustail Tife
creative alternative to the Pent
example. Just as there are f? i
world with a design for killi
there be forces with a design\f_ :
PLAYBOY: Stokely Carmichael €
dridge Cleaver, among othe
unless blacks create their OWI
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killing, they are going to be killed g
selves. Is this an irrevocable split ln
black movement? g
JACKSON: No. The competition to
violence does not come from Stoke]
Eldridge; it comes from America’s g
tions. It comes from little children see
cqw.boys solve their-r-noral problems
killing. The competition to nonyiolep,
comes from the military draft, with ;
nine weeks’ training on how to kill.
trouble is that nonviolence is sq o
defined as refusal to fight, and that is
American definition of cowardice,
fact, marching unarmed against the
and dogs of the police requires m
courage than does aggression. The g
verted idea of manhood coming from‘
barrel of a gun is what keeps people from
understanding nonviolence. ‘
PLAYBOY: If your life were endange
could you use a gun? ;
JACKSON: Yes. Nonviolence does not d
mand that one develop an absolute,
versal commitment to pacifism. That
notion of being in a dark alley and 1
ing a man step out with a gun does
apply. Of course, T am going to
whatever T must to get rid of the
and his gun. I preach nonviolence
cause it’s the better alternative. In
alley, there is no alternative. But
is the alternative to war, and non
lence should be seen as the antidott
violence, not simply as its opposite. N
violence is more concerned with say
life than with saving face. It is the
sensible way to combat white society
military oppression of blacks.
PLAYBOY: Do you think white Ameri
actually waging war on black Ameri
JACKSON: Yes, it’'s a war. Sometimes
waged by a white army in full 1
tary gear, as any weapons count am
special riot police would show. But
also a war of attrition, a siege, in wh
the violence takes other forms. To
violence is starving a child or maint
ing a mother on insufficient welfare."
lence is going to school 12 years
getting five years’ worth of educat
Violence is 80,000,000 hungry 1
most abundant nation on earth.
America must understand that men
steal before they starve, that if there
choice of a man’s living or dying, he
choose to live, even if it means @
men die. These are human react
and we cannot assume that black P€
are going to be anything less than h m
PLAYBOY: Is there a point at which
feel violence would be justiﬂed?
JACKSON: If I saw that there was D0 OZ
way for us to be liberated, yes: o
PLAYBOY: For many white peoplé; b
disturbing incident of potential bla )
lence this year was portraYEd by 258
picture of armed students at
What do you think about their
weapons?

JACKSON: They didn
in the symbolic sense 0

0)4

't use them,

£ warning
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that had threatened them that they were
capable of their own military defense. I
have doubts about the enduring success
of the technique of military defense,
but I appreciate the feelings that brought
such a desperate mood into existence.
PLAYBOY: Another group that has en-
dorsed violence as a tactic is the Black
Panthers, which J. Edgar Hoover has
called “the greatest threat among the
black extremist groups to the internal
security of the United States.” Do you
support the Panthers?

JACKSON: I'm very sympathetic to the
Panthers. They are the logical result of
the white man’s brutalization of blacks.
The remarkable thing about them is that
they have not conducted any military of-
fenses. They have not gone to downtown
America to shoot up white-owned stores.
The Panthers are a defense for justice,
just as the Ku Klux Klan is an offense
for injustice. That’s a qualitative differ-
ence between picking up a gun to keep
from being brutalized and picking up a
gun to inflict brutality. As far as Mr.
Hoover’s opinion goes, I don’t think that
his perspective is relevant when it comes
to the problems that are facing this so-
ciety—which is surprising, when you con-
sider all the good information he gets.
He certainly knows what I'm thinking
about and talking about most of the time.
PLAYBOY: Does the FBI keep you under
surveillance?

JACKSON: Yes. It’s admitted tapping Dr.
King’s phone, and I used to speak with
him at least twice a week. The persons
he spoke with were also frequently
tapped, and I don’t imagine they've
untapped me, as my activities have in-
creased since his death. But anything
they’'ve heard me say, if they come
around, I'll be glad to repeat out loud to
them. I want to add that I consider Mr.
Hoover himself to be one of the greatest
threats to our national security. His wire
tapping and other surveillance methods
violate the principles of democracy. The
FBI director doesn’t account to anyone,
not even to the Attorney General; and,
in reality, he heads what is very nearly a
secret police.

It’s on this subject of abusive police
power that the Panthers are profound.
No white community in America has a
majority of black police, but black com-
munities are militarily occupied by white
police. The Panthers are right to say that
the white police should be gotten out,
just as the Americans were right in say-
ing, “Get the Redcoats out.” We are
saying, “Get the bluecoats out.”

PLAYBOY: Aren’t you really saying, “Get
the white bluecoats out”?

JACKSON: No. We don’t want white blue-
coats, but we don’t want black bluecoats,
either. We don’t want to be policed by
a supreme white authority, even if the
agents of the authority are black. We're
saying that the black community should,

police itself; the authority for the o
0-

lice should' come from the home an
not from city hall, which is alien ¢q us
has never been sympqthetic to us an(i
openly supports the police who Oppress us.
PLAYBOY: Do you think, as some radicals
seem to, that America is a police statep
JACKSON: For black men, it is. NObody i
the black community who's had the ex-
perience of being made to spread-eagle
over a car for no reason, or because
of a simple traffic ticket, would disagree
with that. Some black folks disagree, but
that’s because of their lack of experi-
ence. If they just keep on living, they'l
confront the reality soon enough. The
reality is tyranny, and the tyrant mugt
be opposed. Whether we are called ©
eration Breadbasket or Black Panthers oy
niggers, we know who the enemy is. We
will gain our freedom by being more
willing to die for it than the slavemaster
is to die to keep us enslaved.

PLAYBOY: Do you agree with the contro-
versial Panther demand that all black
prisoners be released from prison?
JACKSON: Yes, but there are probably some
black men who have been so broken,
whose lives have been so twisted that they
would be dangerous to all other men,
both black and white, and I suppose
they should not be released from con-
finement, though I would hope that
genuine rehabilitation would replace de-
tention. But just as the black community
is a colony of white America, and those
of us within that colony should be lib-
erated, so should those of us who have
been especially victimized by the vicious-
ness of the colonial rules, and tried by
the white slavemaster, be released. All
of the black community should be libérs
ated, and that includes those behind
steel bars as well as those behind ecos
nomic and social bars.

PLAYBOY: The subject of black crime pre
occupies white America and, in the opin-
ion of some commentators, helped €lect
Richard Nixon President. Many whites
feel that their fears of black criITle are
completely justified, particularly i dcllt
light of your previous statement that blald
prisoners should be freed. How WOl
you respond to that? e
JACKSON: The Crime Commission ﬁP;
pointed by Lyndon Johnson showed 'tI‘lTe
most black crime is against blacks. i
white folks who exploit us aré s?}‘s
as a baby in a womb. The l?lad.c m?m
hostility comes from the deprlvatlor;1 "
frustration and tension of theé § esm,:
Most people handle that hostlhytt}’ -
prisingly well; and those who don l;lacks-
it out on the nearest target—other pe
Another reason black men hurt Ot is
black men is that the punlSh_mer:nan_
less than when you hurt 2 Whltiites i
The price for hostility against ‘];A; o i5 10
too high. To talk back to a white bO Stures
be fired. And to make Vi(.ﬂe{lt giistaﬂ‘
against white people is to invit€ &

5 n the
death. So the hostility that 15 bred 1 j
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ghetto leads to suffering—but mostly by
blacks, not whites.

PLAYBOY: The incidence of property crimes
by blacks is very high and is increasing.
Do you think the white middle class is
wrong to be concerned about protecting
its possessions?

JACKSON: That property usually belongs to
blacks, not whites. It is the ghetto resident
whose home is robbed, sometimes two or
three times in the same month. Black
crimes against property are the result of
desperation. I said earlier that a man will
steal before he starves. Black crime is
crime because of need; whites commit
crimes of greed. Black folks do not set
up elaborate kidnapings for a million-
dollar ransom. The financial value of
all of the property crimes committed by
blacks in one year doesn’t equal the
money lost in the famous salad-oil swin-
dle. Blacks are not out for a big score;
they are out to stay alive. And when he’s
caught, the black man can’t afford bail
and a good attorney. Already wounded
and probably crippled by the system, he
spends more time than whites inside the
jail system, where he is further destroyed
by it. His criminality is molded by the
police state. I was especially aware of
this in the South, where I grew up. The
police were an absolute power; they were
not merely enforcers of the law; they
were the law. They could do anything
they wanted, because the judges and the
legal system were thoroughly racist.
PLAYBOY: Do you have any recollections
of personal confrontations with the po-
lice when you were young?

JACKSON: I remember that they seemed
to get a kick out of breaking down the
front door if you didn’t answer quickly
enough. When I was a little kid, we’d
run and hide under the house at the
sight of a police car. Later on, they
locked us up for things like vagrancy or
cursing. In time, they would kill a few of
the guys I grew up with, and it was
always “in the line of duty.” There were
some humorous incidents, too. One cop
in Greenville, South Carolina, became
famous for locking up a black man for
“reckless eyeballing”; he had been star-
ing at a white woman about 100 feet
away. And I remember we weren’t al-
lowed to stand around the store win-
dows while they were changing clothes on
the white store dummies. My Northern
friends get a big kick out of that, but it’s
symbolic of the awesome pattern of South-
€rn oppression.

My own most frightening experience,
though, didn’t involve a policeman. There
was a store on our street run by a white
man named Jack. The customers were all
black, and it was a comfortable place.
Jack used to play with us kids all the time,
and we’d run errands for him. One day, I
went in and the store was full of people,
but I was in a big hurry, the kind of hur-
ry a six-year-old is always in. I said, ““Jack,
I'm late. Take care of me.” He didn’t

hear me, so I whistled at him. He wheeled
around and snatched a .45 pistol from a
shelf with one hand and kneeled down to
grab my arm in his other fist. Then he
put the pistol against my head and, knead-
ing my black arm in his white fingers,
said, “Goddamn it! Don’t you ever whistle
at me again, you hear?” I didn’t think he
was really going to shoot me, even then;
the thing that got to me was that none
of the black people in the store did or said
anything. My impression of the super-
power of whites to do absolutely anything
they want and get away with it right in
the middle of blacks was a traumatic ex-
perience that I've never recovered from.
PLAYBOY: Are such experiences for blacks
still part of the Southern heritage?
JACKSON: Yes, but less frequently, and I
think Dr. King is the reason for the
change. The significance of his movement
can be seen only against a Southern back-
ground. He taught us that even if the po-
lice—the law—say you can’t sit down, sit
down anyway. In most communities until
then, there weren’t five men who had that
kind of courage. He challenged us to stand
up to the police we used to run from. In
Montgomery, Alabama, the cradle of the
Confederacy, he rose up and declared that
black men deserve their full rights of man-
hood. There wasn’t enough money to buy
him, and there weren’t enough jails to
hold him. Death itself isn’t enough to stop
black men from being free, for crucifixion
leads to resurrection.

PLAYBOY: One of the seeming ironies of
the civil rights movement is that while
the Southern black has gone far toward
winning freedom, the ghetto black in the
North is in an increasingly frustrated
mood. How do you explain this?
JACKSON: The Southern movement ful-
filled some of the hopes it raised. We
achieved our goals in the bus boycotts
and the freedom rides. The public-
accommodation and voting-rights bills
were passed. We haven’t had correspond-
ing success in the North. The Northern
black has seen some progress, but his
advancement doesn’t compare with the
advancement of white society. The econ-
omy quadruples while blacks creep along
with unemployment as high as 35 and 40
percent in some black communities. When
the white unemployment rate was 20 per-
cent in 1933, it was a Depression that
required massive aid. But the black unem-
ployment rate is ignored.

The most frustrated are those who
have worked hardest but remain unre-
warded. A black man in Chicago with a
master’s degree earns less than a white
man with a high school diploma. You
can’t tell a man who has been to college
that he’s not educated enough to qualify
for a job that goes to white high school
dropouts. If you do, you castrate him.
And the Northern black is more frustrat-
ed because the indifference of white colo-
nialism in the North is more vicious than
the paternalism of the South. The North-

ern industrialist doesn’t have i
tional relationship with the b
maintains only economic conta
the North, you get white smiles w
shops are open, but the hypocritic
rade is over when the shops clog
whites take the money out of the
It’§ no coincidence that those storel
primary targets in a riot. y
PLAYBOY: Los Angeles mayor Sam
once stated on television that he g
riots were caused by the mass med
said that blacks rioted in imitation
disruptive behavior they saw o
sion and that if there had b
television coverage of Watts dur
first hours of the trouble there in
there would have been no riot,
feel that’s true? : 2
JACKSON: That’s absurd. The rig
expressions of the unheard. The
are the mass of black people who
hard labor on nasty chores—the
floor cleaners, shoeshine boys, h
attendants—and they find that they
almost no share, no investment, no
dend in a 900-billion-dollar ecor
Riots are a reaction to pain and a
hopelessness. There are black peop
no President’s program has ever
My grandmother has lived throu
President from 1900 to 1969, an
sum total of their grassroots pro
has not been able to teach her
letters of the alphabet. Riots
solve problems, but they indica
those problems are. It is the respo
ity of an aching man to tell the
about his pain. It isn’t to his ad
to give the appearance of happi
he is hurting. In the past, we p
accepted the immoral acts of wh
ety to prove that we were nice,
folks, but that was our foolishness.
folks assumed that Pharaoh was g
help them simply because it was the
thing to do. Now we know that Ph
commitment is to property, not
sons. He must be made to do th
thing.
PLAYBOY: It has been alleged b
observers, however, that the riots
kind of death wish on the part _of
JACKSON: It’s true that there. 15
young generation an inclination
nihilism. To challenge a polic
quarters with a handful of bric!
suicidal act, but it is also @ bl
freedom. What the riots really T€V€
the beastliness and sadism of whit€

Nearly all of the people who died |
were blacks killed by whites whose
dictate that nickels and dimes 2
important than flesh and blood. :
PLAYBOY: There are whites who §
activists such as yourself foster 4 l
that without you, there’d be racia
JACKSON: White folks don’t Waft
they want quiet. The pricegyot-
peace is justice. Until there 1

there will be no peace or qui€t- =
PLAYBOY: At the time of Dr. Kings
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we put honey in the bowl

many blacks said that white America had
lost its last chance to solve the race
problem without destroying itself. Do
you think that’s true?

JACKSON: No, I don’t, although I was
one of the first people to make that
statement. It seemed to me then that Dr.
King’s death ended America’s last chance
to be redeemed. But it is not for us to
determine the chances of redemption.
There are still people being born with
hope, still people fighting with hope.
God has not yet damned this country,
though one may wonder how long the
wicked will prosper. America at this point
is the most violent nation in the world.
PLAYBOY: Isn’t that a cliché? Don’t other
nations have wars and assassinations?
JACKSON: Of course. But no other nation
wants so clearly to be the world’s police-
man. No other nation comes down so
consistently on the wrong side of every
revolutionary movement for liberation
from tyranny. Wherever there is a rebel-
lion, our conservative industrialists are
helping to end it, whether it’s in Angola
or Venezuela. Any place we buy oil or
rubber, or sell a little Coca-Cola and
chewing gum, we've got to protect the
old order. We spend $900 per second to
kill the Viet Cong but only $77 per person
per year to feed the hungry at home. We
maintain soldiers in 20 countries around
the world, yet we always talk about the
Russian threat or the Chinese threat.
China does not have a standing army out-
side of China; Russia has two. Yet we as-
sume that someone’s after us, that the
“free world” is threatened simply because
people want the chance to control their
own economic market so they can partici-
pate in the world decision-making order.
They don’t want to go Communist or to
crush democracy; they just want to end
their serf status; and that’s all blacks
want here at home.

PLAYBOY: It might seem incongruous to
some that you can make this sweeping
indictment of America, an indictment
that could easily serve as the lead para-
graph in one of SDS’ revolutionary pam-
phlets, and yet, as economic director of
SCLGC and leader of Operation Breadbas-
ket, you are leading blacks who clearly
want to buy into the American dream.
JACKSON: It’s very simple. For all its
faults, America is the only country with
the capacity to save the world, even at
the very moment that we seem bent on
destroying it. We can produce more
food, medicine, trained and educated
people than anyone else. We try to ex-
port our killers, but people have stopped
wanting them; they would accept our
doctors, scientists and creators, but our
armies are outdated. We could liberate
nations from their poverty and their
pestilence if our value system would al-
low us to do so. The irony is how close
we are to being something great. One
fifth of our nation is starving, yet we

have the capacity to overfeed it. We
/

could end the starvation in Ingj
the sickness in Africa. But the try,
that we are as close to destroyi
world as we are to saving it. We &
78.4 billio.n _dollars to kill thijg year
only 12 billion to heal. Those
silent now, or are neutral now. ;
make a decision before the Oppo;'
passes forever.
PLAYBOY: Are you encouraged by
young white radicals who seem
mined to change America’s valye s
JACKSON: The issues that move th,
qualitatively different from the on,
concern blacks. Many of the
whites say that materialism is ng
that one must seek a new level of
ualism. Well, we lived for years
spiritualism but without any ma
ism. Now we’d like to try to balan
two. Many of the young whites are
on the prerogatives of the mate
they shun. They confront their s
the winter, but in the summer,
off to Sweden or Hawaii. Their
sions of America’s corruption take p
over steaks. They spend $5000 a yi
attend the schools they shut do
often have the same moral ide;
the perspective is very different.
I have also been disappointed ti
were unable to get any mass help
young whites on the hunger car
we recently concluded in Illino
students were so radical that fee
starving people didn’t constitute
tion to them, because ‘‘a man 1
do more than eat.” But while the:
saying that, they were eating v
To us, they tend to be superfluou
PLAYBOY: Weren’t the strikes at bo
vard and Columbia concerned
with accusations by white student
those schools abuse the black com
JACKSON: I do not mean to «
their creative protests. They ac
reflect Jesus’ position that man
live by bread alone. They com
houses with boats and cars an
money than they can spend, yet €
their lives empty. There is b&
their hearing the heartbeats ©
humans. What I'm saying is that‘
a lack of depth in their protest,
of the black community’s real an
diate needs. But I think I must
judgment on those whites who are
off the prerogatives of wealth: If *
legitimately concerned, they WIS
what Daddy leaves and pay ba‘ik
that money in reparations t0 blac
PLAYBOY: Do you agree with Jat
man’s proposal that the chur
reparations to blacks?
JACKSON: Yes, and eventuall
will not be limited to the dit
black community in Ame‘rlcalfs
developed nation, a victim f;
cold war against her own ‘b s
In that war, all of our SUpES
have been cut—educati(?nal: S
political and psyChOlOglcal'
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the victims of an unjust war and are due
reparations from those who launched it.
Business owes us reparations, first for
enslaving us, then for refusing to give us
work or hiring us for only the lowest-
paying, most grueling jobs. And even
when we have an opportunity to do the
same work as white men, we are paid less
for it. The labor unions, for whom we
fought, owe us reparations for locking us
out. The church is also liable, because it
has disregarded its own moral impera-
tives and cooperated in creating and
maintaining a racist society.

PLAYBOY: Do you expect these demands to
be met?

JACKSON: For the most part, no.
PLAYBOY: Then isn’t the plea for repara-
tions a rhetorical gesture rather than a
serious proposal?

JACKSON: The demands are perfectly seri-
ous. If they were met, it would mean a
great step toward unifying the two sepa-
rate and unequal societies that the
Kerner Commission described after it
studied the Newark and Detroit riots.
The point is that SCLC and I are not
naive enough to think that the business-
men who control the assets of corpora-
tions, labor unions and churches will
voluntarily act from some inner moral
impetus. America’s god is money. God is
your ultimate concern, what you give
maximum sacrifice for, what you will die
for. God is what you worship. The Amer-
ican ideal is maximum profit and mini-
mum person; there is no impulse to share
the wealth, to raise up those less fortu-
nate. What counts is the name on the
front of the building. Well, I say what
counts are the hands that do the work
inside.

PLAYBOY: Isn’t money also one of Opera-
tion Breadbasket’s major concerns?
JACKSON: Yes. It’s a concern because it’s
a reality. But the essential purpose of Op-
eration Breadbasket is to have blacks con-
trol the basic resources of their community.
We want to control the banks, the trades,
the building construction and the educa-
tion of our children. This desire on our
part is a defensive strategy evolved in
order to stop whites from controlling our
community and removing the profits and
income that belong to black people. Our
programs are dictated by the private-
enterprise economy in which we find our-
selves. In my heart, however, I know that
the entire system is a corruption. To me,
the earth belongs to everybody; it’s just a
very successful rumor white folks have
going that the earth belongs to them.
The earth is the Lord’s and no man
creates anything that didn’t come from
other things that God put here. No man
really takes anything away, either. No
man can claim that he made soil or wool
or milk. White folks can make airplanes,
but they can’t make mountains. They
can make syrup but not water. Genesis
says that the Lord created the earth and
everything therein and gave man, not

;'_‘.e
eated.‘:
to be
W the
Y been

white man, (lomil}iOll over it and ¢y
a dominion s.uﬂiaent for €veryone
able to survive al.ld prosper. No
concept of Genesis has obvious]
destrqyed, and it is our concern rid
America of some of her arrogance and
control of God’s resources by Saying that
the food belongs to all the people,
PLAYBOY: Do you think farmers and gy
pliers should give their food away?
J.ACKSON: I don’t care how the people get
food, as long as they get it. The Goyepn.
ment can buy the food and give it away
in a large-scale version of the present
inadequate su.rplus—food and food-stamp
programs. Or it can give the poor enough
money to buy the food themselves,
PLAYBOY: Many middle-class whites think
that the poor would only buy booze and
guns if they had the money.

JACKSON: I challenge anyone with that be-
lief to tour the reeking, rat-infested tene-
ments of Harlem or Chicago’s South Side
and count the number of alcoholic wel-
fare mothers. There won’t be many.
Welfare people do not account for this
nation’s high number of alcoholics. Nor
are most guns bought by the black poor.
In a home where the children are eating
wall plaster because they are hungry, a
gun isn’t looked upon as an important
commodity. But I don’t care if the Gow
ernment wants to give out food instead
of money. I would bless any device it
might come up with, as long as it doess
something. The country is producing more
food than it needs. There is inherent evil
in a system that induces men to plow
crops under while others starve.

Not only does the food belong to the
people but the industrial profit also be-
longs to the people. If the employees of
General Motors left tomorrow, it unld
have to stop. If the entire board of direc
tors died tomorrow, nothing would stop:
What'’s indispensable are the laborers, not
the directors. The laborers can rise from
the ranks and direct their fellow laborers:
Because they are the basic need, they
ought to reap the basic benefits. But ll“
America, about six percent of the Peop ‘
control the basic wealth, and there’s SOI;’CI;
thing infinitely demonic about that. l.
no wonder that America needs the laffe
est military in the world to protect tle.
wealthiest superrich class from P,COP

] it. There’s 10
who would rebel against 1t. ¢ the
basic conflict among the PeOPlf’s & g
world; Russian bus drivers arent g I-

s A he contro
American bus drivers. But t ot
ling groups are always in conﬂléovem_
the people—whether it’s th": cfuses
ment of the United States, which :;r .
to adequately protect the poor,d =
boards of directors at GM an
which encourage blacks to
to buy automobiles .but
blacks to, participate 11
manufacture and distributio
PLAYBOY: Can blacks afford 0 »
mobile agencies? .. will lend US the
JACKSON: The compani€s 3

the pro
of cars-
n buy auto”
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money to buy cars, which leads o
for them only. They could lend ‘
money to buy agencies, but they
because that would let us Profit alsg,
PLAYBOY: Aren’t there some black
dealers?
JACKSON: About 14 dealershing o
?8,000. We are grossly underrepre
in all areas of the economy. There 4
black TV stations, for example, anq
seven black radio stations. Most o
stations t'hat are beamed toward the
community and play black mugj
white owned. We can’t get FGQ o
anq I'm convinced that there js a
spiracy to keep us from communj
with one another on a mass scale.
PLAYBOY: Do you mean that the Go
ment fears a nationally directed riog
JACKSON: I don’t know what they
all T know is we can’t get licenses
we apply.
PLAYBOY: What does Operation Breadh
ket intend to do about this sort of ¢
nomic underrepresentation?
JACKSON: We have the power, ng
lently, just by controlling our app
to determine the direction of the A
can economy. If black people in 80
said simultaneously, “General Mg
you will not sell cars in the blad
munity unless you guarantee us a
chise here next year and help us fin
it,” GM would have no choice. We &
affect their margin of profit by with
ing our patronage and resisting the's
tem instead of enduring it. i
PLAYBOY: Can this really work? A
so, why hasn’t it been done already?
JACKSON: It hasn’t been done beca
weren’t sophisticated enough to
This is a step that we haven’t been T
to take. But it will certainly be
now, because we are organizing to
Black people purchase about 35 i
billion dollars’ worth of goods each
We represent the margin of prolit
many industries. America depends on
cooperation with her economy, ail
shall become the enemies of those
nesses and industries that work ¢
our interest by unfair hiring practs
discriminating against black product
not making investments in the ghe
correspond with the profits tﬁ}ke“_o.
it. There is an analogous situatlo’
politics: The black people have na
realized that we can determineé who
elected President; in 1960, it W&
South Side of Chicago that turned 1
vote that made John Kennedy Preﬂ
The newspapers all said that Mayor
had once again come through WIte
Cook County machine, but that V(;e
black. The ghetto, however, has
voted in its own self-interest. Ie hi:
voted for black politicians who ar€ &=
temptuous of blacks.
PLAYBOY: Why does t
inefficiently? i
JACKSON: Because it's so €asy 0
ha
date or con the poor; they

Ps o

he ghetto ol

worker o€

Election Day, the precinct
s around and says that if
vote his way, he’ll have you
of the housing project or he’ll

our welfare check canceled. Or, if
L benign type he’ll buy your vote
= 2 chicken. The poor are also fright-
E.: it of coming to freedom meetings.
enedtﬁ; oor themselves must learn that
2:;1 isa Fight and not a privilege. We are
marching to gain a subsidy for 30,000,000
hungry Americans who represent a human
resource that is more important 'than any
of the mineral resources that this nation

subsidizes.
PLAYBOY: Wh

take? .
JACKSON: A guaranteed annual income

pased upon the Government’s own esti-
mate of the amount of money people
actually need to live adequate lives. They
say that a family o-f four in a lal.rge city in
the United States in 1969 requires $5994
per year for minimum maintenance. If
that’s what’s needed, then that’s what
they should get.
PLAYBOY: Wouldn’t that be expensive,
especially considering the present high tax
burden?
JACKSON: The Senate committee on pov-
erty headed by George McGovern stated,
after doing field research throughout the
nation, that it would cost ten billion
dollars per year to feed the poor and
fulfill their basic health, clothing and
housing needs. 1 would guess that that’s
a low estimate. Let’s double it and say
that the cost would be 20 billion dollars
per year. That’s less money than we're
spending to kill the Viet Cong. It’s less
money than we're about to spend on the
ABM system. It is less than a third of the
d‘efense budget. 1f we wanted men to
live as much as we want to see them die,
We could do it without any new taxes.
PLAYBOY: But what motivation does the
Government have to subsidize the poor?
JACKSON: Out of a spirit of humanity,
9N€ would hope; but that is naive. Our
10b is to create enough pressure to force
the Government to act. It is certainly
:lrz;) ?‘)“‘g to do so on its own. The
dlance of Southern power in the
lee?gl::'ss has led to importan.t COmmit-
L IIIII;g heav(_lcd by p_uthologl.cal killers
radsm)’ Tﬁn with public commitments to
s, R'usselTSemen—such as Me’ndel Riv-
B jllg, Jamie Whitten an!d
Biirdcr, Thussc l—ar_e the black man’s
Probabiy 1, € truth is that t.he Mafia is
(‘rllmen‘i tletter represented in the Gov-
other Speciliﬂ'} blacks are. And numerous
. .. Tﬁ -interest groups are we!l taken
(ommit.tees _e. mfg;gmn on the agriculture
Eeause of t115 particularly loathsome to me
given oy, 1€ millions of dollars that are
don’t farr(ny t(; .gemh':man farmers Wllo
ontrag d;thHI.e children are starving.
Nationg] 1, kvznh the Black Panthers
Serving thouavf ast program. They are
eVery weel sands of people .free.foo.d
> and the only qualification is

se. On

(hrowﬂ out

at form would that subsidy

English tradition that
became the first name,

for the martini.
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that the recipient be hungry. If the Pan-
thers can serve breakfast to 3000 children
a week in Chicago or 1500 in San Fran-
cisco, with their lack of resources, what
could those cities’ governments be doing
if they had the same interest?

PLAYBOY: If you were the mayor of a
major American city, what would you do?
JACKSON: I would declare the poor com-
munities in a state of emergency and
deal with the unemployment rate, the
high mortality rate and the high tb.
rate. I would set up medicine tents on
the streets, and embarrass the Federal
and state governments into opening up
their food storehouses. I would declare
war on disecase and hunger. I would
enlarge all the city departments that
feed and heal people. The welfare of all
the people would be attended to before
any new golf courses or monuments or
stadiums were built. I would force the
Government to call out the National
Guard to deal with the existing injus-
tices, which make the ghetto a perma-
nent disaster area. There’s no reason
why the Army couldn’t be coming down
the street with bayonets, looking for slum
landlords. The Army would force trade
unions to allow the minority groups in.
And those who did not pick up the gar-
bage would themselves be picked up. An
Army like that wouldn’t have any trouble
getting volunteer soldiers because it
would be engaged in a relevant war.
PLAYBOY: Is that statement a reference to
Vietnam?

JACKSON: Let me just say that Vietnam is
not a relevant war. It is a war in which
the black poor are paying with their
lives to protect the investments of a
small, rich elite whose Asian investments
are threatened by Hanoi.

PLAYBOY: Whatever interests are being
served in Vietnam, do you think that
you, as a citizen, have the right to pick
the wars in which you will fight and
those in which you won’t?

JACKSON: Of course I have that right. I
must reserve the right to decide which
wars are just. And I would not fight in a
war that I thought was unjust. Nor would
I approve of anyone else doing so.
PLAYBOY: Would you encourage drafted
blacks to refuse to go to Vietnam, even if
it means jail for them?

JACKSON: Yes. And whites, too. Fighting
in Vietnam is a step back into slavery for
blacks, and into barbarism for whites. The
road to jail has often been the road to
freedom. Many men—Gandhi, Jomo Ken-
yatta, Dr. King—have learned that.
PLAYBOY: Although a disproportionate
number of blacks have died in Vietnam,
there have been few blacks active in the
peace movement. Why?

JACKSON: To blacks, the peace movement
is a luxury that presupposes you have
the time to save somebody aside from
yourself. Blacks are just too occupied
with their own survival. They have not

100 even been sophisticated enough to know

that they can oppose murder. A black
man can be easily seduced; it’s a revolu-
tion for him to go from one meal a day
to three. Sometimes I think that blacks
are so locked away from information

that we could be duped into fighting in.

South Africa for apartheid, if America
told us to do it. We certainly were down
there shooting our Dominican brothers. I
saw televised scenes of Dominicans lined
up against a wall while black GIs held
guns on them. But this is not because of
ignorance but because of cultural suffoca-
tion and improper education.

PLAYBOY: Malcolm X once proposed that
the UN send observers into the Ameri-
can black community to determine if
blacks were being treated humanely. Do
you think that’s a practical idea?
JACKSON: Only for symbolic purposes; the
UN doesn’t have any power and is subject
to the American veto.

PLAYBOY: Wouldn't exercising the veto
prove so embarrassing to the U. S. that it
would refrain from doing so?

JACKSON: I doubt it. And the countries
that one might expect to pressure Ameri-
ca into dealing humanely with its black
minority—the countries of Africa—are
themselves too dependent on America’s
trade and financial aid to wish to antago-
nize her. It is not in the enlightened
self-interest of those countries to rise up
in indignation when we’re shot up in
Detroit or Watts, because we don’t affect
their essential relationship with the
world markets or the World Bank.
PLAYBOY: Both Malcolm and Dr. King
worked to mobilize a world-wide con-
science against racism before they were
struck down. Do you share the view of
some that both murders were part of a
plan to deprive blacks of their leaders?
JACKSON: Not a single elaborate conspir-
acy, but it’s clear that as we have moved
c.oser to America’s nerve center, closer to
a position where we could vote men out
of office, the killings have increased. And
I don’t think America has done anything
to indicate that she is on the side of Dr.
King rather than of his killers.

PLAYBOY: You used the plural. Don’t you
think that James Earl Ray acted alone?
JACKSON: I would be surprised if it wasn’t
a conspiracy involving many others.
PLAYBOY: Do you have any evidence to
support that belief?

JACKSON: I think the circumstances were
very suspicious. As you know, I was with
Dr. King when the assassin’s bullet was
fired. We were talking with Operation
Breadbasket’s music director, Ben Branch,
about songs for the next day’s rally. Dr.
Abernathy, Andy Young, James Bevel
and Bernard Lee were very near. When
Dr. King was shot, I hit the ground, along
with the others. We scrambled toward the
steps where he was and I looked back
over my shoulder, because I was afraid
that more shots were going to be fired. I
saw so many police coming from the direc-
tion of the shot that I actually threw up

my hands, thinking that the shot had
from one of them and that I was £0i
be killed, too. There were hundreg
police in the area, some jumping
the hill where the shot had come frg
tried to tell them that the bullet o
from that way.

Now, the hotel that Ray was
Ray was the killer—is next door
fire department. With the shot ha
been fired and all those police i
area, the usual thing during an em
cy in a Southern town would be
siren to go off that stops the light
trafic on Main Street, where th
tel is. It was six o’clock in the afte
the busiest time for traffic, and it all
have been brought to a halt. B
siren went off, traffic wasn’t stoppel
Ray escaped through downtown :
phis. The distance he subsequehtly
eled indicates to me that he didn’t
by himself and that he may have
some very highly placed help. B
course, finding Dr. King’s killers i
ondary to getting at the roots of A
ca’s violent atmosphere—an atmos
in which you conform or are bro
which you take your subordinate plz
the industrial hierarchy or are des
PLAYBOY: What do you think Dr
would be doing if he were alive tod
JACKSON: Dr. King would still be
with the problem of finding a
everybody; he would still be raist
questions of medical care for eve
of a full-employment economy. He
still be on the basic issues, still be p
out the stupidity of the war. He wo
in general conflict with Nixon. He
still, as we say, be on the case.
PLAYBOY: Will there ever be anothel
leader as important as Dr. King?
JACKSON: I don’t think so, thou
course, no man can say. But it
King who crossed the frontier, w
a permanent break with the past.
up in the period from 1955 to 1
that time was dominated by hi
and strength, as opposed to the
mass docility of black men.
was a surprise for a lot of whites
conned themselves into believi
Negroes were really inferior.
intelligent, moral, eloquent and
geous. The contrast of his elogu
the lack of it in those whites:
forced to deal with gave us &
point. Even more important was
he stood up to white military
the South. Dr. King wasn’t afr
cop’s billy stick, guns or dogs:
came the stigma of jail cells; M
dignified the jail cell ar.ld.
words from it. He was Wlu_mg :
black people, and finally did di ¥
some lofty mountainside or 1%
pany of ambassadors but kissi,
men, trying to set them free.
pLAYBOY: In the weeks before
did Dr. King express any
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optimism or pessimism about the future
of the movement?

JACKSON: He expressed both. SCLC was
at that time involved in making its deci-
sion about the Poor Peoples’ Campaign
in Washington, D. C., that ultimately led
to Resurrection City. Many of Dr. King’s
friends and some board members said
that we should not go to Washington
because of the possibility of a riot. The
final decision was his. He was going
through a bad time and he showed it at
one of the last staff meetings he would
ever attend. He was despairing that
morning and Andy Young tried to tell
him to relax, that things were going to
get better. And Dr. King told Andy,
“Don’t say ‘Peace, peace’ when there is
no peace. The country is swinging to the
right and our President is obsessed with
the war. Maybe I ought to turn around,”
he said. But then he stopped; and when
he continued, his voice was more firm.
“But we've gone too far to turn around.
There were dark days during the sit-ins,
and in Selma and Birmingham. We've
come too far.”

Then he changed again. “But I'm still
disturbed by the division in the country.
Maybe I ought to just fast. And when I
get to the point of death, perhaps we
could have a summit meeting of blacks.
Maybe that would bring us together.” But
then he seemed to resolve the argument
in his mind. He said, “I've seen where
we've got to go. We are going to fight the
good fight; we are going to liberate our
brothers and raise up the poor. We're
not going to turn around. It’s all very
clear to me now.” And I think Dr. King
at that moment was as sure as he had
ever been of the ultimate victory of his
movement. Once you've been to the
mountaintop, it doesn’t matter if James
Earl Ray is in the bushes waiting for you.
PLAYBOY: Do you share Dr. King’s vision?
JACKSON: In my stronger moments, I
have no doubts. I'm even able to love
those who persecute me. There must be
some force that’s committed to redemp-
tion, even though it’s painful. The alter-
native is that we will destroy ourselves—
“die together as fools,” as Dr. King said
once. He and Gandhi and Jesus reached
a spiritual state that liberates the self.
Dr. King did not represent ordinary
men. That’s what made people love him
so much. But what finally happens to the
extraordinary men is what happened to
Jesus. We admire them but we don't
follow them, and finally we kill them
because they become such a threat to us.
PLAYBOY: In what way? :
JACKSON: Most of us cannot live up to
the ideal of the noble and virtuous. Such
men make us aware that we must settle
for the real and the expedient. We are
diminished by their purity, which is a
threat to our self-esteem. The idealist
keeps our consciences awake, but the pres-
sure on our conscience is so great that it
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PLAYBOY: Dr. King was criticized for plac-
ing too much emphasis on conscience.
David Halberstam wrote that Dr. King
left Chicago in 1966, for example, be-
cause he could not inspire a moral con-
sciousness, and Mayor Daley was able to
dissipate his campaign with high-sounding
but unspecific resolutions. Do you think
that Dr. King was too concerned with the
moral rather than the tactical aspects of
the civil rights movement?

JACKSON: No, I think that even as re-
cently as 1966, Dr. King was correctly
analyzing his problem as the need to
change the psyche of the black man. You
couldn’t impress black folks unless you
impressed white folks first. Dr. King had
to make the movement as large as possi-
ble in white eyes to get respect for
blacks. I think that we are inclined to
lose perspective on how much things have
changed since 1955. There was no black
consciousness then. Dr. King was dealing
with “Negroes”—put quotes around that
—whose minds, desires, ambitions and
images were white inspired. Aretha Frank-
lin couldn’t have made it in 1955. It was
Dr. King who moved the “Negro” far-
ther and farther out; and the farther he
got from that white shore, the blacker
he became.

Dr. King had the most national in-
fluence of any black leader, and his con-
cern was to change national policy. The
strategy was always to form a coalition of
conscience between the black community
and a segment of the white community.
An issue had to be defined along moral
lines, because the white community will
split on the basis of moral against im-
moral, liberal against conservative. With-
out that white help, there is no chance
for us to have an impact on national
policies. Dr. King used to point out that
there is not a black college in the coun-
try that could remain open six months
on black contributions. That’s a reality
we must face. Even now, there is no civil
rights organization of any consequence
that functions on black money.

PLAYBOY: Does Operation Breadbasket ac-
cept white money?

JACKSON: SCLC accepts any money, and
it finances us. But we get more black
money out of Chicago than any other
civil rights organization has ever gotten
out of the black community.

PLAYBOY: What does SCLC think of
white participation in the leadership of
Breadbasket and other programs?
JACKSON: We discourage it. We need and
want to encourage the technical and
financial aid of whites in the civil rights
movement, but we should make our own
decisions. Whites should spend their
physical energy liberating white Ameri-
ca, because white folks need someone to
help them understand blacks or they’re
going to continue to be paralyzed by
their paranoia. Whites suffer from night-
mares and irrational anxiety. When a
black family moves onto a white street,

the white girls are not magically jn
nated by a black boy. Those fears «
unreal. But whites do not allow epen,
communication with blacks to learpy
truth. So other white folks must g,
our humanity, even though our skin
is different and our hair grows diffe
and we have a different heritage_

PLAYBOY: Why is there a Preoccup
now with black studies and Afro g
JACKSON: The so-called natura] ma
ment is simply trying to say thag [
not know who I am psychologicall
historically, but I'm not going ¢
defined by white folks any longer.
to see how I'd look if I just grew.
didn’t use anything white folks gay
to fancy myself up with, what we
look like? Most of us have never
ourselves a chance to find out. We
search of our existence as a new peo
Afro-American. White people fo
to suppress our beauty; now we
glorify it. The fact that our natural
conflict with the comfortable,
typed white image of the black m
not our problem.
PLAYBOY: But this new emphasis on |
ness seems to lead to some para
situations. In spite of the need

panded opportunities for blacks to.
college, a number of strikes were ini
last year by black college students
demanded black-studies programs a
schools. Are black-studies programs
portant that it’s worth closing doy
school to get them?
JACKSON: I think so. History p!
large role in a people’s growtk
white man took away our history |
it was one more way for him to
us. Without a group identity, w
group loyalty; we were separatel
our past to make it easier to con
in the present. It is one thing
ourselves as a people only 300 y
born as slaves and moving tow
dom. But, in fact, our forebears
to the origin of man, and we hav
been a creative and productive peo]
were enslaved, but now we are I
to freedom—and it’s good to com
home. We need the pride and d
knowing that we are part of 2 8
tinuum. Anthropologists say that
originated in Africa. We are th
who carved out the great civiliz
Kush, Songhai, Ghana and M:
smelted iron; we mined copper
For us to know this is to know
can look forward to a great d‘?S‘
PLAYBOY: It’s the idea of exclusiV
studies that bothers many whit€
Other ethnic groups don'’t ha
study programs, do they? : the"
JACKSON: But they do, an
recognize them as such. If you
Italian, for instance, your. histo! (
will cover the entire history
Rome and then Renaissance It
they will stress the worth of t
contributions. But no anc
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courses emphasize the blackness of the
great early civilizations. And American-
history courses generally ignore the black
man. If the schools had done their job,
they wouldn’t have the problems they are
now confronted with—and richly deserve.
PLAYBOY: Many athletes and entertainers
—Bill Cosby, for example—have adopt-
ed Afro hair and clothing styles; but
aside from this sort of symbolic identi-
fication, do you think successful blacks
have been as involved as they should be
with the movement?

JACKSON: I think the symbolism is impor-
tant; it shows a new sensitivity. The
black athletes and entertainers who are
wearing natural hair styles and Afro
clothes are specifically defying the white
measurement apparatus. But the fact
is that the black artist has never been as
far away from the black community as
the white press sometimes portrays him.
Every black man, for example, knows
where Sammy Davis’ heart is. The black
entertainer moves into a white communi-
ty because the houses are bigger and
better there. He is just taking advantage
of a new freedom. Historically, the black
athlete and entertainer have been in
a precarious position where, if they over-
identified with the racial situation, they
couldn’t play in the major night clubs,
couldn’t get into a movie or were black-
balled from a league. Black athletes who
take a militant position on the race prob-
lem endanger their jobs, even though
teams are dependent on their participa-
tion. Jackie Robinson broke into base-
ball in 1945. In 1969, blacks dominate
the game. The stars of the National
Basketball Association are nearly all
black, as are many in the National Foot-
ball League. But we’d be doing even bet-
ter in sports if there were not still some
discrimination there.

PLAYBOY: What kind of discrimination?
JACKSON: Before I entered college, I was
offered a contract to pitch for the Chica-
go White Sox. They wanted to give me
less money to sign than the white boys I
was striking out. I'm sure that’s generally
true, and many black boys can’t afford to
leave the farm or the factory to try to
make it with a team. More indicative of
the racism still alive in sports is the fact
that in all of major-league baseball, there
isn’t one black executive or manager.
PLAYBOY: If a black baseball player clearly
shows himself to be managerial material,
don’t you think he’ll get a shot at a
manager’s job?

JACKSON: What does that mean? Is every
white manager ‘“‘managerial material”’?
Then how come they're always being
fired? In America, a white man, no mat-
ter how dumb, is expected to boss a
black man; but no black man, no matter
how highly qualified, is allowed to give
orders to a white man. If a white ball-
player like Eddie Stanky is argumenta-
tive and aggressive, he’s considered fiery.
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But Jackie Robinson was fiery as hell,
only they called it arrogance. He was an
“uppity nigger.” When Robinson left
baseball, his accumulated knowledge about
running bases, pitching, hitting and
fielding went with him. It was a waste of
a great baseball mind.

PLAYBOY: You seem to be saying that
unless a black man is docile, he can’t
survive; yet the mood of young blacks—
including you—is anything but docile.
Haven’t the times changed?

JACKSON: We have changed; I don’t know
about the times. White society still tries
to impose a different code of behavior
on blacks than on whites. What to me
is an expression of confidence is to white
folks an expression of defiance. The coun-
try is so used to black people smiling
and bowing and acting unsure of them-
selves that when whites meet someone
who confronts them and challenges their
standards, they make harsh judgments.
Now things are changing so fast that the
hostility of white society toward a black
man may lead to respect for him from the
black community. For a white man to
embrace you is for a black man to hold
you suspect.

PLAYBOY: You have been accused of cyni-
cally manipulating that new mood in
your personal choice of dress and hair
style. Do you think that if you didn’t
wear sideburns and a dashiki, but dressed
conservatively and looked somewhat like
a young Martin Luther King, that
you could make it as a black leader today?
JACKSON: Style—whether it’s Afro or Ivy
League—isn’t crucial. Hell, there are
kids around who look like Ché Guevara,
but they still need their mommas to get
them across the street. Because of all the
losses we have suffered, black people are
looking for winners; that’s the only way
to get their respect. And a winner is
someone who successfully defies white
America. The reason Joe Louis will always
be respected in the black community is
that at a time when other blacks couldn’t
even talk back to white people, Joe
Louis was beating them up, knocking
them down and making them bleed.
When I do a TV show, I'm aware that
every black watching is scoring me
against the white opposition, as if I were
in a fight. Every black man who has won
the loyalty of his community has indicat-
ed some expression of defiance for the
white man. Malcolm X is a good exam-
ple. He could look Whitey straight in
the eye and tell him he was lying. And
Malcolm showed that even the most bru-
talized experience could be overcome.
PLAYBOY: You obviously don’t agree with
those who felt that Malcolm was a dis-
ruptive force.

JACKSON: Malcolm had become an apos-
tle of peace after his trips to the Near
East. America has a knack for killing
her men of peace, while men of war con-
tinue to thrive. Malcolm’s death also
pointed up the futility of thinking in

exclusively white-black terms. R
killed Malcolm, just as a black
betrayed Marcus Garvey and a black
an once tried to stab Dr. King. Blag
not always good, just as white is pg

Resurrection City, where white Ap,
chians shared the mud with us while
blacks on U Street were asking The
to run us out of town. And it wag
woman who started many of
Powell’s troubles.

PLAYBOY: The consensus among
liberals is that Adam Powell desery,
fate—and that he was a hindrance
civil rights movement. Do you disa
JACKSON: Absolutely. First of all, .
set the record straight, as head
House Education and Labor Com
Adam Powell was responsible for
over 60 pieces of significant social |
tion—more than any other of his vi
colleagues have ever done. But A
even more important, for a dey
black psyche, as a defier of white 1
Something happened to my dad
World War Two that illustrates
was serving in France and Stro
mond came to speak to his all-blac
ment. The Senator’s message
they were there to fight the W
they were not to bother any womel
were to know their place. In othe;
it was all right for my father to
life to serve America, but he wi
nigger. So when Adam Powell
down the halls of Congress with t
women on his arm, just the ou
defiance of it gave us gratificati
appeal of that defiance will never
PLAYBOY: That story touches
strong sexual aspect of racism.
colm X and Eldridge Cleaver
pressed elaborate theories in whi
sexual fears are cited as a funi
cause of race hatred. Do you ag
JACKSON: Although sex is a cr
derlying cause of prejudice an
hatred, it is not relevant to
liberation movement. We will
the white man’s sexual problem
in the way of our freedom. ;
PLAYBOY: Can you just ignore 1
JACKSON: Let me explain it Wil
awful history. In the South, whe
ran away—thereby expressing &
hood and independence——aﬂd
caught, the punishment for
offense was whipping or bran
ran away again, which was th
way for him to assert himself, h
ment was likely to be castrd
slave was told that he was 1M
than human and completely !
ing to the white woman; but -
still castrated him. That says
the psychosexual dilemma Of
ern white male. The other pat
dilemma was that becausé of 4
black men, the white man had 8
sitize white women. The th;r
had to spiritually kill herse
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white woman to see Jim Brown and not
think of him as an attractive male means
that the nerves are dead within her
being. She dehumanized herself, because
white men wanted it that way. But when
the white man destroyed his relationship
with his women, he got his satisfaction
from the pursuit of money. So the white
man perverted himself and his women.
If some great psychoanalyst had
emerged 300 years ago, he might have
solved some of the white man’s problems
and prevented the brutalization of blacks
by whites. But we were not rescued, and
the intervening 300 years have served to
diminish the importance of sexual antago-
nisms and replace them with a more crip-
pling form of racism. Today, racism is
integrated into the ideology of capital-
ism. I said that the sexual aspect is
irrelevant because even if sexual tensions
disappeared tomorrow, capitalism would
still require a racist ideology in order to
maintain a cheap labor base. Racism
provides a mechanism by which the slave-
master. assures that society will have a
ready supply of inferiors who can serve
as slaves. Racism is as important to
America’s domestic colonialism as it was
to foreign colonialism; it is an excuse to
exploit and enslave a people because they
have been defined as inferior. Colonial-
ism is not built upon emotions; it is
built upon behavior patterns that are
designed to get a profit.
PLAYBOY: Do you think, as some revolu-
tionaries do, that capitalism will have
to be destroyed in order to end racism?
JACKSON: It is futile for us to think about
ending racism; that is a psychological
problem that seems beyond our attempts
to affect it. We are fighting to end coloni-
alism—oppression and exploitation. That
requires power. The civil rights move-
ment is a lifetime struggle for power. A
man who is impotent, no matter how
courteous and pleasant looking he is, is
told to wait in the lobby. But if you
have power, you can be an illiterate boor
with tobacco juice running down your
face and they will open the door for you.
As I said earlier, we are going to organ-
ize to exert power on the big corpora-
tions. We are going to see to it that the
resources of the ghetto are not siphoned
off by outside groups. Right now, black
exterminating companies don’t even get
the contracts to kill the ghetto’s rats. But
that’s going to change. If a building goes
up in the black community, we're going
to build it. And we’re going to stop
anyone else from building it. If we can’t
get into those construction unions, they’re
not going to get into our neighborhoods.
PLAYBOY: But other neighborhoods don’t
control their business according to ethnic
separation. They try to become part of
what is traditionally called the American
melting pot.
JACKSON: I hear that melting-pot stuff a
lot, and all I can say is that we haven’t
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on the bottom of the pot. We don’t want
anything that’s different from the experi-
ence of the other ethnic groups. If you
go into an Irish neighborhood, most of
the businesses-are run by Irishmen. The
same is true in a Chinese or Jewish or
Italian neighborhood. The difference be-
tween all of them and us is that they are
all separate and independent groups,
while we are separate and dependent.
We want to control the vital elements of
our lives: the school boards, the church-
es, the businesses, the police. The other
groups are separate and control them-
selves, but they are separate and control
us as well. That is a colonial situation.
And the slums will exist as long as the
colonists continue to turn a profit on
them. As in any other revolution, we
must fight for our independence.
PLAYBOY: But Dr. King once said that his
aim was to “break open the city,” so that
ultimately there would be no separate
black and white communities. Have you
forsaken that goal?

JACKSON: No. But we recognize that a
major part of the black community must
first gravitate around itself, as other eth-
nic groups have done. In these areas,
where our living together provides collec-
tive security, we ought to have the right
to control it. But just as we have the
private right to stay where we choose, we
should also have the public right to partic-
ipate in the public arena the way other
people do. A man should choose where
he wants to live, based on his income, or
the fact that a house is close to his job, or
because there’s a good school nearby; he
should not be refused because of his color.
He should not be afraid of being bombed
out by white bigots or of being harassed
by police when he returns from work.
PLAYBOY: Aren’t the open-housing laws
changing this?

JACKSON: No. There is still segregation.
In Chicago, blacks are 30 percent of the
population, but they live on ten percent
of the land. That congestion is inhuman
and a prime target for exploitation by
slumlords. People are cramped in body
and spirit, and those who can’t afford it
are paying more for the space in which
they live. We are locked away from the
resources of the community. Black chil-
dren who are sick are untended and left
to play in their own filth in understaffed,
ill-equipped hospitals. Four- and five-
year-olds who were lucky enough to en-
ter Head Start programs substantially
raised their learning capacity, only to
have it fall again as soon as they en-
tered public school. Yet the teachers call
the children incompetent. We have no
choice about schools and hospitals, be-
cause public mobility is denied us. When
a white mother decides to move because
her neighborhood doesn’t serve the needs
of her children, the broker asks her where
she would like to live; when a black
mother faces that problem, she knows
where she can live—and where sfle can’t.

In white communities, there are
3000 people per square mile; in the
to, there are 30,000 people in each sqq
mile. The overcrowding produces ¥
and perverted people. They are mad,
suffer so much pain that they feel no p,
to conserve themselves or their neigh
hoods, so they decide to destroy, T
are the unheard—until they riot,
PLAYBOY: The majority of those who h;
participated in riots are in their teep
early 20s. Why? '
JACKSON: These kids have an awf
of reasons for hating America.
experiences with the dominant ¢y
are nearly all negative; whether it
school or a courtroom or applying
job, they are being either deprived
discriminated against. This sense of
sentment is acute, and it’s just a mat
of time before they give up on
selves and this country. Many of
already have. If Richard Nixon
cared about America’s future, he’
showing up at Operation Breac
meetings and offering to join us i
fight to reclaim these kids’ minds
souls, because they are going to
large effect on that future. He m
least give us equal time and at
with the moon shot.
PLAYBOY: Weren’t you impressed
moon landing as a scientific achievi
JACKSON: The only thing that moo
did for me was turn my stomach
in a migrant worker’s shack in
a few weeks before the launch.
about 115 degrees inside in the
time. It had no toilet—not even an ¢
house. No refrigerator, no running v
There was greasy butcher’s paper
the space where there should hav
windows. The shack was tempora
dence for a family of four an
actually paid rent for it. If they h
rented it, they wouldn’t have b
lowed to work the harvest. They w
hungry. The kids’ bodies were bl
and discolored. And they suffere
worms. This was good time for
people. When the harvest ends,
have to move on and they have n
to go. That Sunday night of the
walk, in my mind’s eye, I could
poor, broken people walking four
to the company store to watch the
astronauts jump around. Each st€]
strong took cost enough money
that family for 100 years. =
America has spent 57 billion
since 1957 for the ego gratxﬁCi{,
planting her flag on top of e‘{erytfl)l
One tenth of that was spent 1l &0
period to inadequately feed the ®
The psychological state of this B&t
revealed by the fact that -the mets
egos are swelled by putting I
dead rock would not feel thefh”
sense of accomplishment from
humane task of feeding hungry P
PLAYBOY: Are you encouratg_ed !).Y
proposals about black capitali ‘
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JACKSON: Not very much. It is a limited
vision to make a few people rich, where-
as SCLC’s Poor Peoples’ Campaign pro-
poses a decent economic base for all
people. Dr. King died talking about rais-
ing the level of dignity for all men. The
difference between Dr. King and Mr.
Nixon is the difference between a proph-
et and a politician. I don’t believe the
Government has plans for the extensive
development of the black community. If
it did, then the Job Corps would not
have been curtailed recently. Even more
serious is the Government’s lack of
understanding of the problems of the
potential black businessman and its fail-
ure to develop programs to help him.
PLAYBOY: White businessmen object to
such demands on the grounds that blacks
don’t deserve Government considerations
that aren’t extended also to whites.
JACKSON: The Government aids white
businesses all the time—in the areas in
which they are endangered. It subsidizes
airlines and railroads. It sets up tariffs to
protect textile businesses from cheap for-
eign imports. The black man is endan-
gered as a businessman because of his
substandard education, and the Govern-
ment should be offering technical and
advisory services to blacks.

PLAYBOY: What kind of services?
JACKSON: There are some basic areas
where the black businessman can use
Government help. One is feasibility
studies that will tell a man if his idea is
sound. Another, of course, is capital,
which should be lent according to the
soundness of a business idea, rather than
withheld reflexively in accordance with
impossibly strict notions of what consti-
tutes “‘a bad risk.” If a black man came
up with the idea for the next genera-
tion’s Xerox, he probably couldn’t get
the money to develop it. Next, the Gov-
ernment should help him get his foot in
the market’s door, so that the black man
can at least have a fair chance. This is
one area in which Operation Breadbas-
ket has been very successful; we've got-
ten chain stores such as Jewel and
A&P to give shelf space to black prod-
ucts. Then the Government should pro-
vide real vocational training. Even if a
black kid, who never intends to go to
college, graduates from high school, he
can’t fix the wiring in the house, can’t
run a machine, can’t lay a brick.

And the vocational training should ap-
ply also to those who are already running
a black business. We helped increase a
black man’s business from $12,000 to
$160,000 in four months. But he couldn’t
grow with it. He had to pull his busi-
ness back down to the size of his mind;
he had to feel the money, count it in
his hands. He couldn’t handle a balance
sheet, couldn’t write notes for working
capital before his receipts came in. That
man can’t go to Harvard Business School
—but if the Small Business Administra-
tion and President Nixon were serious,

there’d be an operation Head Start for
the black entrepreneur. The way it is
now, a black with talent has to choose to
work in the security of a big white com-
pany. And his sapped spirit will never
produce anything on its own. Black busi-
nesses, on the other hand, are a step on
the road to freedom. Black products are
a focus for a pride in black ability. We
can’t just consume what the white folks
decide to make for us. Consumption leads
to fatness, but production leads to free-
dom. A producer is free to make decisions,
but a man who only consumes is a prison-
er whose decisions are made by others.
PLAYBOY: Breadbasket’s aims, if fulfilled,
seem likely to create more middle-class
blacks. Do you think there will be strong
class divisions between black middle and
lower classes as the former get farther
away from the ghetto?

JACKSON: I don’t think we will have
significant class divisions. No matter how
wealthy he gets, the black man can rarely
buy a house where he wants to; he is still
subject to the whim of any white police-
man who doesn’t like his looks; he is still
going to be tried, if accused of a crime,
by a jury of his white nonpeers. And
these facts bind him firmly with his desti-
tute brother.

PLAYBOY: How do you feel about the
young militants’ derisive notion that
every successful black is an Uncle Tom?
JACKSON: I think it's important to be
sensitive to who Uncle Tom is. Uncle
Tom is not our enemy. He grew up in
the ghetto; he went to bad schools. He’s
a successful black hustler who bends and
smiles before the white man in order
to provide for his children. He’s not
a man who sits around thinking up ways
to hurt black people. There’s nothing
wrong with a Southern boy who grew up
in a shack with an outhouse wanting a
real home. The jobs we once picketed to
get are now being derided as Uncle Tom
jobs. But the black bourgeoisie is still
very close to the roots, if for no other
reason than the fact that in the colonial
system, he can’t get too far. Blacks don’t
move to white society for joy, fulfillment,
good music or tasty meals. They move to
get away from bad schools and apart-
ments where the trash isn’t collected.
They aren’t moving away from blacks
but from the rats.

PLAYBOY: Are you saying that there’s no
disunity among blacks?

JACKSON: There is an unfortunate divi-
sion among blacks now that is set off by
a certain self-righteousness, a competi-
tion for being the blackest. But we must
never forget that Nat Turner was middle
class, as were Frederick Douglass and
Dr. King—and even Stokely Carmichael.
We will not be trapped into glorifying
ignorance and poverty. That will not
improve the lives of black people.
PLAYBOY: Do you agree with young radi-
cals who feel that blacks who are assimi-

lated into the economy will becom
cogs in the corporate machinep
JACKSON: We want to create a new
system .that will produce a generatj
black liberators, not exploiters. You car
ask a black man not to work heg
America’s value system is perverted, B
would hope that when the black man
a job in a company that is part of g
military-industrial complex, he will
ganize in a union that is as conca
with basic values as it is with
wages. Instead of producing war magér
for an unjust and immoral war, the yp
could pressure the company into P o
ing goods that will help and heal peo
The virtuous and vicious aspects of
economy are interrelated. We P
more food and clothing—and gun
we need; we have the capacity to
more people from malice and disease
any other nation in the history of
world, and to kill more people than
other nation in the history of the 1
No one attacks our ability to build
machines or washing machines. O
tional priorities are the real problem.
PLAYBOY: Can blacks change them?
JACKSON: This is the challenge of Op
tion Breadbasket. The businessme;
help, for example, are discouraged
getting rich and leaving the ghetto
develop profit sharing; we try to
it our company as much as the o
We encourage a dialog between ¢
and employee, and we encourage
patory democracy. 3
PLAYBOY: Can Breadbasket help
outside the ghetto as well as within:
JACKSON: Yes. Let me give you an €
ple of how it can work—a case
soul power, where blacks had th
rity to stick out a crisis and aid
another over thousands of miles.
the most recent Voting Rights B
passed, black Alabama farmers
that they weren’t able to find m
for their products anymore. Whit
retaliating for their new political P
On top of that, George Wallace pr¢
them from borrowing money,
couldn’t expand economically, be
the combined pressures of ract
capitalism. There were 1500 of the
farming small plots. Instead of g
they formed the Southwest A
Farmers' Cooperative. They plant
harvested their crops and then B
them to Chicago. We at Breadbask
went to the supermarkets 11 th@_
and told the owners that they W
either put the brothers’ produ
the shelves or face boycotts.
cepted the produce. The brothe
bama could farm there and have
outlet in Chicago. We were able tQ
out of a sense of “peopleho?d- E
my kind of black nationalism
helping one another on a nation?
PLAYBOY: Isn't it ona of the 8Teat
Southern whites that blacks—W=
number them—will usurp theitE
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society if they ever win enough economic
and political power?

JACKSON: The problem here is that the
poor white and the poor black have
mutual fear. Poor blacks fear that if
poor whites aren’t eliminated, they won’t
be able to eat, and the poor whites feel
just the same way in reverse. The histori-
cal difference is that poor whites in the
South have controlled the police and the
military and have thereby maintained
power over the blacks. We in the Poor
Peoples’ Campaign believe that the basic
anxiety of whites is an irrational fear of
extermination—a fear that can be re-
moved with a guaranteed income, with
guaranteed medical care and education.
Dr. King was firm in his resolve that
black power must be secondary to peoples’
power. When the economic base of all
the people is raised, racism will decline.
As the Poor Peoples’ Campaign gets
stronger, racism will lose its hold on the
consciousness of the white poor.
PLAYBOY: Do you honestly think, as Dr.
King did, that there’s going to be a
movement of the poor that will include
whites, blacks, Puerto Ricans, Mexicans
and Indians?

JACKSON: It’s inevitable. If our good
sense doesn’t connect us through affirma-
tion, then America’s greed will lock us
together by negation. False racial pride
has divided the- lower class, but we must
stop defining and separating ourselves
because of skin color. We should define
ourselves by our economic position and
shift the fight from a horizontal con-
frontation of poor black versus poor
white to a confrontation of ‘“have” ver-
sus “have not.” Dr. King could have
been the suture that connected the vari-
ous bones of the bottom classes. Just
two weeks before his assassination, there
was a meeting of a dozen representative
ethnic groups in SCLC’s Atlanta office.
That was the beginning of something
really new, and it is continuing. For just
one example, Dr. Abernathy marched
with Cézar Chavez and Operation Bread-
basket supports the grape strike as if it
were our own project, by boycotting and
picketing Jewel Tea and other stores
where California table grapes are sold.
PLAYBOY: But do you really think that
the white poor are going to join you?
JACKSON: The white poor have always
been distracted from demanding their
rights; they’ve been too embarrassed to
admit their deprivation. They've nour-
ished themselves on the meager psychic
diet of racism. But during the Illinois
Hunger Campaign, we offered poor whites
food and they digested it. In East St.
Louis, Illinois, a white man named Hicks
addressed a congregation of hunger march-
ers. Mr. Hicks has nine children and
works five and six shifts of day labor
a week but still can’t make enough to
feed his family or even to put a shack
over their heads. Mr. Hicks and his fami-
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shared equally, and it was the first time
in his life, he said, that he felt any sense
of security. There are a lot more Mr.
Hickses out there who just haven’t real-
ized yet that they don’t have to suffer
alone, that a massive cooperative effort by
the poor class is the only answer. United
in a class struggle, we can force the redis-
tribution of wealth in America.

PLAYBOY: The idea of class war, hot or
cold, has always been associated with the
theories of socialism. Do you think of
yourself as a socialist?

JACKSON: I adhere to the ideals of my
religion—that the earth is the Lord’s and
its food was intended for all men. The
trend of the world today—in Sweden,
Guinea and Britain, for example—is to-
ward some form of democratic socialism,
where men eat because the ground is
fertile. America stands in conflict with
that trend by allowing a few people to
control and distribute the food, rather
than letting people eat because they are
living. The truth, of course, is that this
same America, where socialism is such a
dirty word, is already operating in a
sophisticated state of socialism for the
rich, while the poor live in a crude state
of classic capitalism.

PLAYBOY: Please explain that.

JACKSON: The people in this society who
follow the Protestant ethic and work
long hours by the sweat of their brow
are the poor. They work at the hardest
jobs and often still don’t get enough
money to pass the poverty level. Even
when they try to break out, it’s an at-
tempt to start a street-corner business,
where the rules of classic capitalism pre-
vail. The poor storekeeper, for example,
doesn’t control his market through ad-
vertising; he can’t float a bond issue and
use other people’s money to run his busi-
ness. But the rich man has socialism.
We've got 6536 farmers in this coun-
try who receive $25,000 not to work.
That’s socialism. The campuses expand,
chopping pieces of land out of black
neighborhoods, with the financial help of
the National Education Act. Even wealthy
schools for rich men’s sons are state sup-
ported. The interstate highway program,
none of which benefits those who can’t
afford a car, is 90 percent Federally fi-
nanced. There wouldn’t be a trucking
industry without Government help. The
list is endless and includes the oil com-
panies and their depletion allowance, the
railroads, the airlines and airports, the
power companies. The rich talk about
tax shelters and tariff protections, while
the poor talk about sweat and blood.
PLAYBOY: But isn’t welfare a form of
socialism for the poor?

JACKSON: As it now stands, welfare is a
form of humiliation. It is demeaning
and dehumanizing. Men use money; wel-
fare recipients use stamps. Men have
privacy; welfare recipients have no pri-
vacy and can be visited any time of day
or night. Their most intimate relation-

ships can be called into question
people who are indifferent to th
stead of abusing the poor, thig
has to understand that the welfare
ient is a product of the success
economy. The unskilled black map
job has been lost to technology toda
be joined shortly by the unskilleq
man whose job will be lost to the
technological advance. Either we see
men as having been freed by tech
perhaps to fulfill a creative role,
see these men as having worked hap
to find themselves enslaved in pove
the same technology. Whichever P
tive one has, we must evolve a subsid
will preserve these precious human ]
not destroy them as welfare has,
PLAYBOY: Were you encouraged
ident Nixon's new welfare propo|
JACKSON: I was thoroughly discou
watched Nixon the night he del
that welfare address. My anger wi
pered only by my incredulity 2
immensity of his con job. He li
nearly an hour and didn’t even
smile. He asked the country to
him as a great humanitarian,
weren’t fooled. Behind all those p:
is the single fact that the states a
to retain control of most of the
program. When the states had ¢
er, black people couldn’t vote,
ride in the front of a bus, couldn
from any public water fountain, coi
use any john they wanted. Now
says to Thurmond and Stennis,.
care of them poor folks.” Right th
ute, there are 40 states violating th
fare laws. We don’t need a redistr
of welfare-disbursement stations
country; we need a redistrib
wealth. The President challeng
poor to go to work, without sayi
he would do to improve the lo
who can’t work. F1l be encourage
the President challenges the rich
their humanity and grant to
their basic rights as human bein
PLAYBOY: The white lower middle
becoming quite vocal about 1ts.
tion to welfare in any form It
they characterize as too lazy tO =
What’s your reaction?
JACKSON: The fact is that the P
the hardest and have always do
made cotton king, cooked othe
food when we had none of ou
stooped to clean bathrooms. Now W
unskilled, because the schools dor
us, because less money 1is spem‘
education of blacks than 1S
whites. A state of despair h_aS
those in the black community
been told no too often, and Per
can never be healed. When whi
say they know a man on welfa
too lazy to work, I say that ma
But the man they see is @ dried-
I ask them, “Did you see that m
he was a boy? Did you se€ him
8 (continued On
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said, ‘Momma, do you have a piece of
bread?’ Did you see him before hope was
snuffed out by despair?” The white mid-

“dle class is paying less tax money to sup-

port welfare mothers than it is to support
the farm industry. I don’t hear them com-
plaining about that. The bulk of their
tax money goes to subsidizing the rich
and fighting wars abroad—wars fought
by the sons of welfare mothers, not by
the middle-class kids who go to college.
The middle class invests in America with
its tax dollars; but the poor have to invest
their lives.

PLAYBOY: Is it possible to raise a family
on the funds provided by welfare? Many
claim it isn’t.

JACKSON: Let me put it this way: If I
give you 22 cents for a meal, you know
pretty well what you're going to get to
eat. I thought I knew what poverty was
all about until T went on our hunger
campaign. I saw children eating red clay.
Doctors call it pica when people who
don’t get sufficient food eat things that
have the appearance of food. I saw a
mother give her child saltines and onions
for breakfast and send her off to school
on that. I saw a white mother with four
kids, one of whom, a boy, had leukemia.
He drank all the milk the family was
allotted on a food-stamp supplement,
and it wasn’t enough even for him. She
took him everywhere in a little wagon,
the kind kids play with. He was frail and
helpless, and the mother was exhausted;
the entire family looked bloodless and
frightened, as if they would never have a
moment’s joy. I can understand why they
might feel that way, living as they must
with the fact that there is a ceiling on
the welfare allotment but no ceiling on
the rent or the food prices or the
amount of tragedy a family can suffer.
The insufficient welfare funds are espe-
cially damaging to babies. Eighty percent
of the brain develops during the three
months immediately before birth and the
first three years of life. The minds of
welfare children, who cannot get enough
to eat, are stricken early.

PLAYBOY: Why don’t welfare allowances
provide adequate support?

JACKSON: Welfare allotments tend to be
about one third of the minimal standard
of living as defined by the Government.
In Texas, New York and California this
year, even that meager appropriation was
cut. Furthermore, rents and food prices
are higher in poor areas than in middle-
class areas, so the poor must spend more,
even though they have less. The result of
this deprivation is that the black child
goes to school without breakfast, cannot
afford lunch at school and cannot look
forward to a decent supper at night. His
hunger is such a distraction that he is not
motivated to learn. All of these elements
combine to place him farther and farther
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hero images, no sense of purpose or iden-
tity. He is physically weaker than his
white contemporaries and probably sickly,
because he doesn’t get medical care.
PLAYBOY: Earlier, you referred to the dom-
inance of professional sports by black
athletes. That doesn’t fit with the image
of physical weakness you just presented.
JACKSON: Some men will thrive even in a
prison camp, so it isn’t surprising that
youll find an occasional black youth who
overcomes his poverty. But the impor-
tant reason for the dominance of black
athletes is that a high proportion of black
men—both those who ate well and those
who didn’t—directed themselves toward
athletics because the field was more open
to them than any other. More blacks tried
to be boxers because there was no point
in trying to be a bookkeeper or a mathe-
matician. A black man whose mind might
have had great aptitude for math
wouldn’t have been trained by a ghetto
school. It made more sense for him to try
to be a ballplayer, even a third-rate one,
because it was so unlikely that he’d have
a fair chance to be anything else.
PLAYBOY: A persistent part of the white
stereotype of the black man is that he
runs faster and jumps higher than whites.
But some anthropologists have claimed
recently that there actually are genetic
differences between white and black. Will
this new evidence worsen the relationship
between white and black?

JACKSON: It won’t affect us. The black
man has never needed to believe that
there are differences; that’s a white man’s
problem. Our natures are the same. Our
urges and drives as people are the same.
Mankind has one father, and that’s
time. It has one mother, and that’s nature.
Both of these life processes are sound
and consistent and universal. The third
process is brotherhood, which is all messed
up, because white folks have tried to with-
draw from it. The eternal existential
dilemmas of fate and death, guilt and
condemnation, emptiness and meaning-
lessness are the same for all men. But our
relationship, based upon distorted infor-
mation peddled by white folks who re-
ject the humanity of others, has been
perverted.

PLAYBOY: What are the psychological and
cultural differences between white and
black, if any?

JACKSON: Slavery is our cultural heritage
and it should have been a thoroughly
destructive one. But instead of seeing
ourselves as slaves from Africa brought
over to serve the lusts and wants of
white people, a providential way of
seeing our slavery is that we are mission-
aries sent from Africa by God to save the
human race. Who else is in a position so
close to the Pentagon, the greatest threat
to the world’s existence? Who else is in a
position to literally redirect the most
powerful economy on earth? Who else in

the world is in the enemy’s kitchen
his schoolroom? We are, Pel‘hapg,‘
only ethnic group in“the worlg that ]
the power to redirect the deg
white America. Neither China p
sia nor France nor England ¢ S
I don’t look for whitegfolks ::)ulglc{v(io o
any direction. My experience has tau;te
me that white people are spiritually it
potent, by and large, because al] they’
really produced is a lot of goods alld
services and a lot of death. : 5
PLAYBOY: That’s a sweeping wndem,;;,_
tion. Would you say that the late Nop
man T.h.omas, to name one of many men,
was spiritually impotent? >
JACKSON: No, he was certainly a spiritual
man, and you could find others, The
point is that such a man is not represent-
ative of the white American culture, In
fact, the secondary roles that genuinely
humane white people are forced to play
is indicative of what I'm trying to say.
Black society chooses to be led by its
prophets, white society by its hustlers,
The men of highest sensibility in white
society find themselves rebelling from it
—just as blacks must rebel. America is
known not for her capacity to love and
heal but for her capacity to organize and
kill. America has an aristocratic, military
definition of man. American men judge
themselves by their wealth, status and
power, not by their intelligence, compas-
sion or creativity. That’s why the idea of
looking for racial equality here is a farce.
To become equal to white folks would
be to become part of the greatest tradi-
tion of killing in the history of the world.
PLAYBOY: That might sound to some not
only like a blatant overstatement but like
a proclamation of black supremacy.
JACKSON: I don’t know what it sounds
like, but T know what the record will _m-
dicate. There is no evidence of Africa
invading Europe, of her early advanced
civilizations killing or enslaving other
nations. Historically, blacks have not been
the aggressors in war, not even here n
America. We did not mobilize to go to
war for our long-overdue justicé but
there have been wars of injustice Wages
against us. The profound men il ﬂ“‘ i
culture have been black—Frederick Doug:
lass, for example, who was mOr€ Peﬂgi
nent than Lincoln on the subject d.q
slavery and the liberation qf mankm 2=
And the crusader for justice in M"?""l;;f"g
pi was Medgar Evers, not Jim Eastian _
In New York, Malcolm was _Permm w’
not Nelson Rockefeller, w}:io (:11:31 notee
an eye when he approved t AP
cuts. Xl‘he one who cgied out for peacedi; ]
the world and meant it was ne was
. i hnson; 1t by
white leader, President JO Bon
the black leader, Dr. King: D‘;:asgm‘ y
past 15 years, Dr. Abernalt.h}'_can -
more relevant than any Amert T:
dent. Blacks have striven for m:;)a %
nity and, by contrast with Amerk
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supremacists, not black supremacists.
PLAYBOY: The war in Biafra seems every
bit as brutal as any other war. Black
life there seems to be as cheap to blacks
as you say it is to whites in this country.
JACKSON: The Nigerians and Biafrans
are fighting with white men’s weapons.
They are fighting a war that is based on
a white man’s division of Africa, and the
cause of the division was an earlier eco-
nomic colonialism. The war is an unfor-
tunate aberration and the signs of white
meddling are everywhere in it.

PLAYBOY: During the 1968 teachers’ strike
in New York City, there was evidence of
deep-rooted black hostility toward Jews.
Is anti-Semitism consistent with your
claim of black moral supremacy?
JACKSON: In the first place, there were
really few examples of black anti-Semi-
tism, and these examples were blown out
of all proportion by the teachers’ union,
which benefited by the dissemination of
fear. More significantly, though, I don’t
think you can characterize blacks as anti-
Semites. We have never been obsessed
with the Jew as Christ killer. But our
relationship with the Jew has changed as
the black movement has changed. When
blacks began to confront the Southern
white power structure, most of which was
WASP Baptist and Methodist, Jews gave
us great support, both financial and moral,
and a real kinship developed. But once
the movement moved North and the prob-
lem was defined not just in terms of social
segregation but in terms of economic colo-
nialism, the Jew began to be revealed as
landlord and shopowner. Of course, he is
more conspicuous than the Protestant,
because his name is likely to identify his
ethnic background. And he is also more
sensitive: It is much easier to embarrass
or humiliate a Jew than either a Protes-
tant or a Catholic, because, unlike the
others, the Jew immediately identifies
with suffering.

As blacks have emerged, the Jew has
been there as teacher and shopkeeper,
and there has been an inevitable fric-
tion. But I think the mood of the blacks
is more one of anti-colonialism than of
anti-Semitism. For blacks cannot afford
to be anti-people; no matter who the
people are, they must be anti-evil. I
think the Jews who are most concerned
about anti-Semitism, however, should keep
in mind that blacks have not exploited
Jews at all. We have not owned any-
thing in the Jewish community—no
clothing stores, banks, food stores. The
Jewish community, like most others, has
a left and a right wing—some who oper-
ate in a tradition of justice and others
who violate that tradition. Rather than
develop a persecution complex, perhaps
it ought to expend some of the energy it
spends complaining about black anti-
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are known to be exploiters and tend to
pull the reputation of the Jewish com-
munity down.

PLAYBOY: Jews, along with Irish, Italian
and other immigrant groups, are often
held up as an example that the blacks, if
they were industrious enough, could em-
ulate. The premise is that those groups
were poor and lived in ghettos but were
able to overcome that experience and
join the American mainstream. Why
hasn’t that happened to blacks?

JACKSON: First, those groups came here
voluntarily and were always free. We
came here involuntarily and are still not
wholly free. The other immigrant groups
are white and could lose their identity
and merge with the majority when it
was necessary; with a few technical skills
or a decent education, it was a simple
matter for them to bypass prejudice.
Their families were not destroyed and
their sense of historical continuity was
preserved. Most importantly, they did not
suffer the tremendous color stigma of the
white man.

Historically, there was a conspiracy to
hold us down. We were enslaved, then
locked into plantations, as we are now
locked into ghettos. When America final-
ly released our physical bonds in 1865, it
was as if we had been in jail for 200
years and were let out without a road
map or a dime to go to the city. There
was no attempt to help us overcome the
psychological or economic hardships of
slavery. Many blacks didn’t survive; and
of those who did, most had to pervert
their natures—become invisible men, as
Ralph Ellison wrote, become hidden, for
it was too dangerous to assert one’s real
identity, one’s manhood. No other ethnic
group was faced by a hostile white socie-
ty that wanted to castrate it both physi-
cally and psychologically.

PLAYBOY: Then today’s black militance is
a quest to resurrect that manhood.
JACKSON: One thing that I have to say
right off is that there’s nothing to be
learned from the white man’s idea of
manhood. An American man is identi-
fied by his weapon, by what he controls.
American men are obsessed; they are
gratified by making money they can’t
even spend, which is a kind of emptiness
of the soul. Real manhood should be
defined by the ability to help and to
heal, by an extension of the mind, by
knowledge exerting its power over igno-
rance. Real manhood comes from help-
ing others be free, by breaking the bonds
of slavery.

PLAYBOY: Do you mean that metaphori-
cally?

JACKSON: Only partly. Many of us have
internalized slavery and behave like slaves,
responding to the slavemaster when he
calls. In some communities, we must fight
our own people because they maintain the

slave institutions. E ill i
Pharaoh and arse :}Irleet?dqu sctcig{;n aWe. o
; 5 ont him
That is a form of sluvery. The Slavé
psychology works on a subtle leve] that
warps the black mind. It has been
drummed into blacks that whites are
the creators and proc}ucers and thinkers,
Blacks whom we might have respected
were taken from us. George Washington
Carver’s image is one of a docile Creature
an old man in a laboratory, bowing to 4
white child. The fact is that he developed
over 300 elements from the peanut anq
almost singlehandedly revived the South.
ern economy. A black man, Daniel Hale
Williams, was the first open-heart surgeon,
There are many, many other examples,
but the point is that blacks never knew
about them. It was easy to preserve the
image of the dull-witted, slow-talking
and -thinking black bumbler. There is
still a need among blacks for white vali-
dation of their efforts. If Tommie Smith
and John Carlos had a race tomorrow
and both broke their records for the 220-
meter dash, and the race were held on a
black campus, where all the judges were
black, black people wouldn’t believe it
—and neither would whites. But if it
were a white track meet, there’d be no
problem. As for our churches, they gave
up their soul-—and T mean that in both
senses—to copy white church styles. That's
why at Operation Breadbasket meetings,
which are deeply based in religion, we
have a band and a Gospel choir and con-
sciously try to capture the rhythm of our
people.
PLAYBOY: Is the slave psychology the
reason for your own fieriness and emo-
tionalism when you address a black
congregation?
JACKSON: Certainly. I am seeking con-
verts—not necessarily to religion, although
there’s that, too. But I want to make b
people realize their own selfhood. I begin
each service with a chant that says, "I
am somebody.” Tt also says, “I may be
poor and I may be on welfare, but I am
somebody.” Because black people have to
learn that they have rights just beca}lse
they’re alive. They've got to stop putting
themselves down because of an induced
inferiority complex. The slave pSYChOIOgY
was apparent when Dr. King came out
against the Vietnam war. He had all t'he
credentials you could ask for: Nobel Prize
winner, an international leader, a scholar
and a Ph.D. But blacks said he had 2 lot
of audacity; he’s a preacher and shot
confine himself to civil rights. But Whez
Robert Kennedy and Senator MCG"VCIH
took the same position, then 1t WasLé,s
right. And after Memphis, whe.n S’C 3
s con
James Bevel expressed Dr. King iy
tempt for capital punishment he qid
scorned by the black community: He
Dr. King would have wanted Ja
Ray rehabilitated, would have sal )
hatred but spare the hater. Bel btain
pointed out the irony of trying © 2

-ustice by sacrificing a two-bit -waiter for
2 billion-dollar black prophet. But blacks
said he was crazy. Then Ted Kennedy
sid that Sirhan’s life should be spared
pecause his brother Robert was against
capital punishment. The black communi-
ty immediately cited Teddy as a great
man of justice who didn’t become vindic-
ive in the face of personal tragedy. This
is a painful indication of our self-
contempt. We must stop looking to whites
to validate our worth; we must look with-
in for beauty and strength and courage.
pLAYBOY: Your own self-confidence, as
contrasted with Dr. King’s humility,
scems to be of formidable dimensions,
and you've been accused of messianic
impulses. Do you see yourself as the next
great national black leader?
JACKSON: Iirst of all, Dr. King was not
humble; he was forthright and audacious.
He was killed for challenging white pow-
er. As for me, I am confident of my
abilities as a social analyst, but I have no
illusions of grandeur. My job is to pro-
cdaim liberty, to preach unity, to bind up
broken hearts. I am just taking care of
my assignment. Besides, anyone in public
life in this violent society who would make
such long-range plans is a fool.
PLAYBOY: You certainly expose yourself to
the risk of assassination as much as any
man. Do you think that you may be
subconsciously secking martyrdom?
JACKSON: I want to live. I've got no
hang-up with that. But a man must be
willing to die for justice. Death is an
inescapable reality, and men die daily,
but good deeds live forever. An assassin
believes that you can kill the dream by
killing the dreamer; that is an error.
PLAYBOY: Would you have any special
message to leave with black people if you
were killed?
JACKSON: Yes. Don’t send flowers. Don’t
come around with your tears. Picket. Go
to P.T.A. meetings. Iight for higher
wages. Il I die tonight and you wake up
tomorrow, make the most of it.
P.lAYBOY: You've been quite sick a few
times this year, once with a form of
anemia, and also with some very debili-
tating viruses. Yet you hardly let up on
your activities, rarely sleep and constant-
ly drive yourself toward exhaustion. Why?
JACKSON: Because I have a sense of ur-
8ncy about what has to be done. It is
ot the thought of death so much as it is
the crying need for justice. Perhaps both
facts motivate me simultaneously. I do
fee] l.ll:n I have to fulfill my work in an
E?JE[)O'”;EC(] time. T would like to sleep,
\\'akel( eas come to me in Lhe night anfl
me. [ think I'm drawing my stami-
Na from , spiritual source that has been
illll:itéﬁ(} to me; for that r(.zafon, I have 119
g >l]11 to keep on driving. You can’t
hamo}l 1€ cnergy neccss:lry_ _lo confront
- ]1 unless you are splrltu;'llly con-
by the need for liberation. But
that i social consci i
e '1 5 ousness, not a messi-
0 be worshiped. There are

carrabassett valley

sugarloa /i

U.S.Q.

Carrabassett Valley in the heart of Maine. This is the site of the best
fishing, hunting and skiing in the northeast. There are over 34 miles of ski trails
with chairlift, T-bars and gondola. This community offers a variety of four
season recreation; an 18 hole golf course is planned for 1970.

This is truly AN INVESTMENT FOR ALL SEASONS a location within
easy reach by air and ground transportation from all major metropolitan areas.

Lodgesites are available from $2495 - up and lodges (chalets) available up
to one hundred thousand dollars. Generous terms available.

SEND FOR FREE FULL COLOR BROCHURE

Dead River Company
Kingfield, Maine

GENTLEMEN:
Please send me information on the following . . .

O LODGESITES O LODGES (Chalets)

O FREE INSPECTION TRIP O INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
O COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

Name

Address

City

Dead River Company / Kingfield Maine - 04947

291



PLAYBOY

292

some aspects of glory attached to having
the privilege to lead, but none of the
agony ever gets publicity, because televi-
sion cameras don’t record people tossing
and turning in their beds at night.
PLAYBOY: Inasmuch as the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference is basically a
religious group, it’s understandable that
religion plays a large role in your life. But
what appeal can the church have for a
cynical 20-year-old kid from the ghetto?
JACKSON: The black church is relevant
because it has provided a home for our
rebellion. It has cherished our people.
The white church, on the other hand,
worships worship, not Christ nor love
nor brotherhood. God is very sick here;
the God of justice and liberty is almost
nonexistent. Christianity is universal,
but the American flag flies higher than
the cross in American churches; and
when wartime comes, universal love goes
out the window. If Americans had a true
God consciousness, they could not leave
the church on Sunday and shield their
eyes from the hungry.

But there is extraordinary relevance in
the actual teaching of Christ. If you love
people, you will not destroy them in
war; if you love deeply, you will dis-
tribute the goods of the earth that the
Father provided, so that people will be
fed and housed. That is the Jesus I
identify with. His was a program for
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked
and giving company to the lonely.
PLAYBOY: In the past, some critics have

regarded Christianity as an impediment
to black liberation; blacks were supposed
to have been content to get their reward
in heaven. Did you consciously evolve
this activist approach to Christianity?
JACKSON: My religious philosophy can be
summed up in an old Southern story
about two farmers. One farmer was most
concerned about his duty to God. He
attended church every day and worked
his fields in the afternoon. His neighbor
never attended church and never paid
any attention to religious rituals. The
first farmer was just eking out a living;
the second farmer was getting twice the
harvest from a lot the same size. Finally,
the first farmer said to the second,
“Brother, I don’t understand. I've been
working this land and doing my duty for
God and asking His help. I go to church
each day. Yet I can’t get ahead at all.
You never take care of your religious
obligations, yet you're getting all the
bounty. What am I doing wrong?” The
second farmer answered, “I don’t know
what you're talking to God all the time
for. He doesn’t know anything about
farming. This place didn’t produce any-
thing when He had it all to Himself.”
That’s the whole thing. God made it but
man has to go out and do it.

PLAYBOY: In our interview with Dr. King
four years ago, he said the aims of SCLGC
were removing the barriers of segrega-
tion, disseminating the creative philoso-
phy of nonviolence and total integration
of the Negro into American life. How

“Have I had any side effects from '
the pill? . . . Only promiscuity!”

much have things changed since i 2
JACKSON: Four years ago, SCLQ
So‘uthern. movement primarily con
with social segregation. Blacks
fined as less than human and W
allowed to participate in public. We Were
“boys” and our goal was to be recognizeq
as men. That-drlve was aimed at Creatin

a moral consciousness, and one of our sl
gans was ‘‘Save the soul of America.” |
think that one of the reasons for impa.
tience among blacks today, and the reason
for the appeal of violence, is that we
never before knew just how awful the
secrets locked in America’s soul really
were. We didn’t know then that America
w9uld bomb a peopl'e to pieces and side
with the oppressors in order to preserve
her financial investments” We didn’
know then that the Northern liberal had
better manners than Bull Connor but
that his institutions were no less thor-
oughly racist. And we didn’t know then
that the capitalists who slandered wus
with cries of “Communist” were living
high off the Government hog, while we
were starving in the streets. :

This education of ours has led to a
change of mood. Our first concern now is
not white America’s soul; it is black
America’s body. We are justified in our
impatience, because that body is hungry.
When Moses had his illumination and
realized that he could confront Pharaoh,
the Bible says that Moses had to take his
shoes off, because now he was on holy
ground and the bushes were burning.
Actually, the bushes were not burning;
Moses was burning. His eyes were aflame
—the skin had come off them. Black
people today are burning; the skin is off
their eyes. The movement is now in a
resistance phase and we will no longer
cooperate with the white slavemaster.
Either we are going to live or America is
going to die. The ghetto experience has
not been a satisfying or a useful one, but
it has given us inner resources—the abil-
ity to do much with very little. :

I read in the white press how black
people are dispirited and confused.
White editorial writers claim that the
civil rights movement is fragn_lented.
That is not true; the movement 15 very
together: The NAACP, which just saYCd
the Voting Rights Bill, is doing 1ts thing
in Southern courts; the Urban Leagu€ 15
doing its thing in industry; the Panthfl(‘:s
are feeding kids in the streets; SC :
just had a political victory 1t Gl:‘;:s-
County, Alabama; Operation Brea e
ket is thriving. It is white Amerlca.tl_la
at the crossroads. If she does not jot uls
in the resurrection of her soul, in the flll :
fillment of her dream for all hetIPERRES

ittle children
then I foresee a day when litt L
in a schoolroom on the moon read in e
history books about an empiré
bled because all her power an
arms could not cure the immo
that diseased her spirit.
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