Eldridge Cleaver has been called the
first black leader since Malcolm X with
the potemml to organize a militant mass
movement of “black liberation.” Whether
he will succeed in forging it, whether he
will remain free—or even alive—to lead
it and whether, if he does, it will be a
force for racial reconciliation or divi-
sion remains 1o be seen. But there is no
denying that Cleaver, like Malcolm X,
has great impact on the young in the
ghettos: They know his own ghetto ori-
gins; they identify with his defiance of
the establishment and with his advocacy
of self-defense; and, unlike SNCC’s fiery
former chieftain  Stokely Carmichael,
Cleaver offers them a growing organiza-
tion to join—the Black Panther Party,
of which he is minister of information.
Garmichael, in fact, has recently joined
the group himself. From their base in
Oakland, California, the Panthers have
established chapters in New York, Detroit,
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Cleveland
and San Diego, with a membership esti-
matedatanywhere between 1000 and 5000.

Immediately  identifiable by their
black berets, black jackets and the emp-
ty S50-caliber shell worn on a rawhide
thong around the neck, the Panthers
are ipcreasingly evident at community
meetings, in churches, on the streets—
every place they can manifest their con-
cern for organizing masses of black
people. Police departments, along with
many white citizens, consider them highly
dangerous, but some civic officials dis-
Zgree. New York City Human Rights

ommussioner William Booth, for exam-
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ple, credits members of the Black
Panther Party with helping “relieve ten-
sions in the community.” In any case,
they are a force, and their leaders—
Cleaver and Huey Newton, the Black
Panthers’ jailed minister of defense—
enjoy rising support among radical young
whites as well as in the black ghetto.
But Cleaver, even more than Newton,
generates the kind of magnetism that
creates converts as well as enemies. As
Jef] Shero, editor of Rat, a New York un-
derground newspaper, puts it: “The
heroes aren’t Tim Leary and Allen Gins-
berg anymore; they're Che Guevara and
Eldridge Cleaver.”

But not to everyone. Among opponents
of his program and philosophy—in ad-
dition to those expectable proponents of
the code phrase “law and order’—are
many deeply concerned intellectuals,
honest liberals and antiviolence workers
for racial peace. Cleaver is accused of ad-
vocating justice via violence, which these
people see as a tragic and dangerous con-
tradiction. More importantly, perhaps,
they have charged him with intensifying
ractal hostilities to the detriment of black
Americans by alienating white sympathy
and support for the cause of black equal-
ity; and with providing racists—in and
out of uniform—uwith precisely the provo-
cation that can lend legal legitimacy to
suppression. That he has also alienated
many dedicated integrationists is a fact
he would be among the last to deny.

There are many, however—integra-
tionists and otherwise—who regard Cleav-
er as far more than a revolutionary gang

“Our basic demand is for proportionate
participation in the real power that runs
this country—decision-making power con-
cerning all legislation, all appropriations,
foreign policy—every area of life.”
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leader. By many in the intellectual com-
munity, he is considered a writer and
theoretician of major dimensions. This
past fall, he was invited to give a series
of lectures at the University of California
in Berkeley—precipitating a fierce con-
flict about his “moral character” between
the university on the one hand and its
board of regents, Governor Reagan and
the state legislature on the other. The
chief reasons for this brouhaha: Cleaver’s
leadership of the Panthers and his 1968
book of explosive essays on the American
racial dilemma, “Soul on Ice,” which has
sold more than 56,000 copies. Among the
many laudatory veviews was that of
Richard Gilman in The New Republic,
who called it “a spiritual and intellectual
autobiography that stands at the exact
resonant center of the new Negro writ-
ing . . . a book for which we have to
make room—but not on the shelves we
have already built.”

This sudden thrust to national prom-
inence has been achieved by a man of
33 who has spent most of his adult life
in jail. Born in Little Rock, Cleaver
grew up in the Los Angeles ghetto. After
several convictions for possession  of
marijuana, he was sentenced in 1958 to
a 14-year term for assault with intent to
kill and rape. By the time he was paroled
in December 1966, Huey Newton and
Bobby Seale had formed the Black Pan-
ther Party in Oakland. Cleaver soon
joined them. Since then, he has taken
time out to write not only his book but
several articles in Ramparts, of which he
is a senior editor, and to campaign this

do? Be Americans.

“What can whites
Stand up for liberty. Stand up for justice.
Stand up for the underdog; that’s sup-
posed to be the American way. Make this
really the home of the free.”
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summer and fall for the Presidency as the
nominee of the largely white Peace and
Freedom Party. The leading supporter,
among black militants, of coalition with
white radical groups, he propounded his
racial credo in “Soul on Ice”: “If a man
like Malcolm X could change and repudi-
ate racism, if 1 myself and other former
Muslims can change, if young whites can
change, then there is hope for America.
. . . The sins of the fathers arve visited
upon the heads of the children—but
only if the children continue in the evil
deeds of the fathers.”

Aside from his unequivocal call, as the
candidate of the Peace and Freedom
Party, for immediate U.S. withdrawal
from Vietnam and immediate reform of
American social institutions that per-
petuate the disenfranchisement of much
of its nonwhite population, Cleaver has
also become the most articulate and
controversial spokesman for the Black
Panthers—and the only one free to talk,
as we go to press. Bobby Seale is on restric-
tive probation after conviction on a gun-
law violation, and Huey Newton has
been in jail since October 1967, when an
encounter between him and two Oakland
policemen resulted in the death of one
of them. In September 1968, Newton was
convicted of voluntary manslaughter and
given a two-to-fifteen-year sentence. The
case is being appealed.

Cleaver, too, has been back in jail. 4
gun battle between Ponthers and the
Oakland police in April of last year
ended with the death of Panther Bobby
Hutton and the wounding of Cleaver,
whose parole was immediately revoked.
But after two months in jail-—and
backed with demands for his release by
such influential supporters as James Bald-
win, Ossie Davis, Marlon Brando, Jules
Feiffer, Tom Hayden, LeRoi Jones, Nor-
man Mailer, Susan Sontag and the widow
of Malcolm X—he was set free at a
habeas corpus hearing, where the presid-
ing judge accused the state of California
of having rescinded Cleaver’s parole be-
cause of his political views. Still pending
against Cleaver, however, are charges of
assault on a police officer and assault with
intent to kill. When the California Adult
Authority announced its intention of
having Cleaver’s parole revoked again,
PLAYBOY dispatched Nat Hentoff to in-
terview the embattled activist in San
Francisco before he was once again in-
communicado behind bars.

When he returned to New York with
the longest and most searching interview
Cleaver has ever granted, Hentoff wrote
of his subject: “Having corresponded
briefly with him while he was in prison
a few years ago and having read ‘Soul
on Ice; I was aware of the probing,
resourceful quality of Cleaver’s mind.
But I wondered if some of the flamboy-
ant rhetoric of his public statements
since he’d become prominent indicated

a change in the man—his constant use
of the word ‘pigs’ to describe police, for
example; the incendiary tone of a recent
Yippie-Panther manifesto, signed by
Cleaver and three leaders of the white
student group, which in effect declared
war on the establishment; and statements
like:“The cities of America have tasted the
first flames of revolution. But a hotter fire
rages in the hearts of black people loday:
total liberty for black people or total de-
struction for America.’ Was he lurning
into a demagog? Did he still believe in the
possibility of alliances with whites?

“We met in the office of his white
attorney, Charles Garry. Present were
two Panthers and Cleaver’s wife, Kath-
leen, also active in the Black Panther
Party. The 23-year-old daughter of a col-
lege professor who is now deputy director
of the Foreign Service Mission to the
Philippines, Kathleen is as militant and
as radical as her husband. The bearded
Cleaver, in Dblack-leather jacket, black
pants and an open shirt, was initially
reserved and preoccupied. There was
legal strategy to discuss with Garry about
both Huey Newton’s and his own cases,
and he was also weighing a number of
lucrative offers from publishers for an
advance on his next book.

“Leaving the office, he and Kathleen
drove me through the black Fillmore
district of San Francisco, where he was
frequently recognized and waved at—
particularly by the young. Dropping
Kathleen off, Cleaver and I went on to a
white friend’s house overlooking San
Francisco Bay. ‘I need a place to get
away from the phones’ he told me.
Nobody’s got the number here” None-
theless, our conversation was occasionelly
interrupted by calls for him. ‘Damn,’ he
said, ‘you can never get away.

“We started talking in the afternoon
and continued late into the night.
Cleaver gradually relaxed, but not en-
tirely. A tautness remained, a reflection
of the constant tension under which he
works. He speaks softly and deliberately,
taking time to think before answering.
Physically, he projects strength; he has a
boxer’s build and there’s the clear im-
pression that he could handle himself in
any reasonably equal encounter. But he
is also very much an intellectual. I re-
membered, as we talked, the conversa-
tions I’'d had with Malcolm X; both
were intrigued with ideas and their
ramifications, but both were impatient
with theoretical formulations that did
not have application to immediate reality.

“As the interview went on, I was more
and more impressed with Eldridge
Cleaver—with the quality of his mind,
with the depth of his determination, with
the totality of his commitment to his
role as a leader in the new stage of the
black movement for liberation. It was
on the question of this new stage and

the new kind of leadership he’s co
it requires that our interview beg
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white establishment. One: We want free-

' dom; we want power to determine the

destiny of our black communities. Two:
we want full employment for our
eople. Three: We want housing fit for
the shelter of human beings. Four: We
want all black men to be exempt from
military service. Five: We want decent
education for black people—education
that teaches us the true nature of
this decadent, racist society and that
teaches young black brothers and sisters
their rightful place in society; for if
they don’t know their place in society
and the world, they can’t relate to any-
thing else. Six: We want an end to the
robbery of black pcople in their own
community by white-racist businessmen.
Seven: We want an immediate end to
police brutality and murder of black
people. Eight: We want all black men
held in city, county, state and Federal
jails to be released, because they haven’t
had fair trials; they've been tried by
all-white juries, and that’s like being a
Jew tried in Nazi Germany. Nine: We
want black pcople accused of crimes to
be tried by members of their peer group
—a peer being one who comes from the
same economic, social, religious, histori-
cal and racial community. Black people,
in other words, would have to compose
the jury in any trial of a black person.
And ten: We want land, we want money,
we want housing, we want clothing, we
want education, we want justice, we want
peace.
PLAYBOY: Peace? But you've written that
“the genie of black revolutionary vio-
lence is here.”
CLEAVER: Yes, but put that into context.
I'vef said that war will come only if these
basic demands are not met. Not just a
Tace war, which in itself would destroy
this country, but a guerrilla resistance
movement that will amount to a second
Civil War, with thousands of white John
BTOWI}S fighting on the side of the blacks,
Plunging America into the depths of its
2‘;;;Zflesperzite nigl}tmare on the way to
PlAYsglyg the Amerncan.Drea}m.

: How much time is there for

these demans to be met before this
takes place?
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they have to do

the war in Vietnam is over. We think
the Governmenc lias already picked this
new target area, and it’s black America.
A lot of black people are very up tight
about what they see in terms of prepara-
tions for the suppression of the black-
liberation struggle in this country. We
don’t work on a timetable, but we do
say that the situation is deteriorating
rapidly. There have been more and more
armed clashes and violent encounters
with the police departments that occupy
black communities. Who can tell at
which point any one of the dozens of
incidents that take place every day will
just boil over and break out into an
irrevocable war? Let me make myself
clear. I don’t dig violence. Guns are
ugly. People are what’s beautiful; and
when you use a gun to kill someone,
you're doing something ugly. But there
are two forms of violence: violence di-
rected at you to keep you in your place

and violence to defend yourself against.

that suppression and to win your free-
dom. If our demands are not met, we
will sooner or later have to make a
choice between continuing to be victims
or deciding to seize our [reedom.
PLAYBOY: Hasn’t there been at least a
modicum of real progress toward meet-
ing some of your demands? Isn’t there
more involvement in the ghetto by
private industry, as in the Bedford-Stuy-
vesant Restoration Corporation set up
in 1966 by the late Senator Kennedy,
and similar projects around the coun-
try? And aren’t a growing number of
city administrations, like those in New
York and San Francisco, trying to get
more community participation in build-
ing up ghetto institutions?

CLEAVER: We think this is essentially just
surface appeasement. The establishment
believes that if it can keep a certain
number of the most militant black people
in each community pacified, large-scale
disorders can be prevented. Small dis-
orders they think they can deal with. But
we consider this a deceitful approach that
will not buy off the masses of black
people as they become fully awakened
to the fact that these programs are
palliatives—though there’s no denying
that some have already been bought
off. In San Francisco, one of the poten-
tially strongest chapters of the Black
Panther Party was growing in Hunters
Point. But the mayor, Joseph Alioto,
went in and started buying gas stations
and giving some of the leaders there
little handouts. He virtually destroyed
the revolutionary morale of the people
in Hunters Point by pumping small
amounts of money into the area and by
promises of more. Hell, Alioto even of-
fered the Oakland Panthers some money
and me a television show, if we'd soften
our demands. We turned him down.
PLAYBOY: But other black militants, such
as the leaders of CORE, are working now
for black capitalism. They even helped

draft a bill introduced in Congress last
summer to set up neighborhood-controlled
corporations. Federal funds would be
channeled through those corporations
and private firms would be given tax
incentives to set up businesses in black
neighborhoods—businesses that would
eventually be turned over to ghetto resi-
dents through the corporations.

CLEAVER: I know. It’s all part of a big
move across ihe country to convince black
people that this way, they can finally
get into the economic system. But we
don’t feel it’s going to work, because
it won’t go [ar enough and de¢p enough
to give the masses of black people real
community control of all their institu-
tions. Remember how the War on Pov-
erty looked on paper and how it
worked out? You may recall that of all
the organizations around then, it was
CORE that rushed in most enthusiasti-
cally to embrace that delusion; in some
cities, they formed a large part of the
staff. But they didn’t have the decisive
control, and that’s where it’s at. They can
call these new devices “community” cor-
porations, but those private firms from
the outside can always pull out and
Congress can always cut down on the
Federal funds they put in, just as hap-
pened in the War on Poverty.

Fewer and fewer black people are al-
lowing themselves now to be sucked in by
all ot these games. A man finally reaches
a point where he sees he’s been tricked
over and over again, and then he moves
for ultimate liberation. But for the
masses to achieve that, they will have to
be organized so that they can make their
collective weight felt, so that they them-
selves make the final decisions in their
communities—{rom control of the police
department to command over all social
and economic programs that have to do
with them. The struggle we’re in now is
on two levels—getting people together
locally to implement our demands and
organizing black people nationally into
a unified body. We want black people to
be represented by leaders of their choice
who, with the power of the masses be-
hind them, will be able to go into the
political arena, set forth the desires and
needs of/black people and have those
desires and needs acted upon.

PLAYBOY: But we repeat—isn’t this al-
ready happening—at least on a small
scale? There’s a black mayor of Cleve-
land, Carl Stokes, and a black mayor of
Gary, Richard Hatcher.

CLEAVER: You're talking about black per-
sonalities, not about basic changes in
the system. There is a large and deepen-
ing layer of black people in this country
who cannot be tricked anymore by hav-
ing a few black faces put up front. Let
me make this very clear. We are de-
manding structural changes in society,
and that means a real redistribution of
power, so that we have control over our
own lives. Having a black mayor in the
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present situation doesn’t begin to accom-
plish that. And this is a question of more
than breaking out of poverty. I know
there are a lot of people in this country,
particularly in urban ghettos, who are
going hungry, who are deprived on all
levels; but, obviously, it’s not a matter of
rampant famine. The people we deal
with in the Black Panther Party are not
literally dying of hunger; they're not
going around in rags. But they are people
who are tired of having their lives con-
trolled and manipulated by outsiders and
by people hostile to them. They’re mov-
ing into a psychological and spiritual
awareness of oppression, and they won'’t
sit still for any more of it. Where we are
now is in the final stages of a process
with all our cards on the table. We've
learned how to play cards; we know
the game and we’re just not going to be
tricked anymore. That’s what seems so
difficult to get across to people.

PLAYBOY: Is it a trick, however, when
Senator Eugene McCarthy, among oth-
ers, says that since more and more indus-
try and, therefore, jobs, are moving out
to the suburbs, more blacks will have to
move there, too, with accompanying de-
segregation of housing in the suburbs and
massive funds for improved transporta-
tion facilities? Isn’t that a sincere analysis
of a current trend?

CLEAVER: We feel that a lot of these
attempts to relocate black people are
essentially hostile moves to break up
the concentration of blacks, because in
that concentration of numbers, we have
potential political power. We didn’t
choose to be packed into ghettos, but
since that’s where we are, we’re not going
to get any real power over our lives un-
less we use what we have—our strength
as a bloc. A lot of people in the Repub-
lican and Democratic Parties are worried
about all this potential black voting pow-
er in the cities; that’s why, under the
guise of bettering the conditions of black
people, they're trying to break us up.
PLAYBOY: But wouldn’t many blacks have
higher incomes and live better if they
could be integrated into the suburbs?
CLEAVER: I emphasize again that until
black people as a whole gain power, it’s
not a question of where you are geo-

. graphically if you're black; it’s a ques-

tion of where you are psychologically.
No matter where you place black people
under present conditions, they’ll still be
powerless, still subject to the whims and
decisions of the white political and eco-
nomic apparatus. That’s why we’ve got
to get together and stay together—espe-
cially with the country and the Congress
getting more conservative politically
every day, with police forces amassing
more and more arms—arms on a scale to
fit an army. That's why I say the situa-
tion is deteriorating rapidly—and why
I'm also far from certain that the con-
flict between us and those who run the

system can be solved short of a civil and
guerrilla war.

PLAYBOY: If this civil and guerrilla war
does take place, on what do you base
your assertion that there will be “thou-
sands of white John Browns fighting on
the side of the blacks”?

CLEAVER: Because we recognize that there
are a lot of white people in this coun-
try who want to see virtually a new
world dawn here in North America. In
the Bay Area alone, there are thousands
of whites who have taken fundamental
stands on certain issues, particularly on
our demand to free Huey Newton. A
person who can relate to that, who can
move himself to understand the issues
involved, is a person who has begun on a
path of essential commitment. Many of
these people have broken with the estab-
lishment by confronting the establish-
ment. As a situation develops in which
hostilities may increase to the point
of war, they will have to make a deci-
sion on which way they want to move.
A certain number of them can be ex-
pected to draw back and throw their
hand in; but we think there is a hard
core of whites, particularly young whites,
who are very alarmed at the course this
country is taking. They recognize that
more than freedom for blacks is at issue;
their own freedom is at stake. They've
learned this at the hands of brutal police
in many, many demonstrations, including
what happened at the Democratic Con-
vention in Chicago. They’'ve been beaten,
Maced, tear-gassed. They themselves
have now experienced what’s been hap-
pening to black people for so long, and
they are prepared to draw the line.
Previously, they recognized abstractly that
this kind of suppression takes place in
black communities, but they never
thought it could be done to them. They
are turning into a revolutionary force,
and that’s why we believe the Black
Panthers can enter into coalitions with
them as equal partners.

PLAYBOY: When and if it comes to the
possibility of large-scale violence, won’t
most of these essentially middle-class
whites—even those you call the hard
core—retreat?

CLEAVER: You have to realize how deep
the radicalization of young whites can
become as the agents of repression
against both them and us intensify their
efforts. It’s inevitable that the police, in
order to suppress black militants, will
also have to try to destroy the base of
their support in the white community.
When they arrest a black leader of the
liberation struggle, they will also have to
deal with the protests and the exposure
of what they've done in certain white
communities; and as they do, they will
radicalize more whites. The forces of
repression can no longer, move just
against black people. They cannot, let
us say, put black people in concen-
tration camps and simultaneously allow

whites who are just as passionately
volved in the liberation struggle g
around loose. There are already a
whites who will go to any lengths
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whites as well as blacks, they are
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allies who will not retreat; an
why I don’t have any doubts that
have thousands of new white
Browns in the future, if it comes
point of mass revolt. s
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world, a country that will always
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don’t storm the Pentagon imm
but at a distance, they begin to
what’s really going on. People go t
various stages of shock after a firs
ness; they get angry, then they |
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PLAYBOY: And how is that?
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of moving in this most comp
all situations. The people wha
ed McCarthy found out that -
way. I'm not saying we, the B
thers, have the answer, either,i
trying to find the way. One thl
know is that we have to bring
these loosely connected elemen
position into an organizationds
work. You can’t have am
thing pulling in all directions
istically call it a “revolutl'Onl
ment.” That's why were @
among blacks and intend the
to be the black-national MmO
the same time, it makes I
holler for freedom for the blac
nity and have no interco:
white groups who also €
need for fundamental Ch
coalition that we intend t0



PLAYBOY

94

all the elements for liberation—by force,
if all the alternatives are exhausted.
PLAYBOY: Are they exhausted, in your
opinion?

CLEAVER: Not yet, but time is running
out. It may still be possible, barely possi-
ble, to revolutionize this society—to get
fundamental structural changes—without
resorting to civil war, but only if we get
enough power before it’s too late.
PLAYBOY: If you fail in this last effort to
effect wholesale social reform without vio-
lence, what makes you think you’ll have
any more success in an armed insurrec-
tion? Considering the enormously superi-
or force and firepower of police and
troops—and their apparent massive sup-
port among whites—is it realistic to be-
lieve that you can sustain a guerrilla war?
CLEAVER: Guerrilla warfare has tradition-
ally been conceived and developed to
deal with exactly this kind of situation
—the presence of massive occupying
forces on the one hand and the exist-
ence, on the other hand, of sizable num-
bers of people who are not going to
confront those forces full-face but will
strike swiftly at times and places of their
own choosing. Works on guerrilla war-
fare have been widely circulated, and a
lot of people understand that it doesn’t
take millions of people to undermine
the stability of the American economic
system in that way. That's what’s at
stake—the stability of the system. Of
course, there will be tragedies, if it comes
to guerrilla warfare. On the individual
level, people will suffer, people will be
killed. But on the mass level, more and
more will be educated. It is the Govern-
ment itself that will become the chief
agent of this kind of education, for the
thrust now is unmistakably toward in-
creasing repression. That creates an
endless chain of suspicion; everyone in
dissent, black or white, becomes suspect.
And if the Government intensifies the
suppression of dissent, it cannot help
but eventually become totalitarian. It
creates and implements its own domino
theory to the point where there won’t
even be lip service paid anymore to indi-
vidual civil liberties for black or white.
PLAYBOY: Police and Federal agencies
have shown great skill in infiltrating
radical movements—including the Pan-
thers. If conditions became such that
you decided guerrilla warfare was the
only alternative, isn’t it likely that your
group and all its potential allies—with
or without the help of black veterans—
would be instantly neutralized from with-
in, because the Government would know
every move you planned?

CLEAVER: As for the Panthers, we have
always worked on the assumption that
we're under constant surveillance and
have long been infiltrated. But we figure
this is something you just have to live
with. In any case, the destruction of a
particular organization will not destroy
the will to freedom among any op-

pressed people. Nor will it destroy the
certainty that they’ll act to win it. Sure,
we try to take precautions to make sure
we’re not including hostile elements in
our organization, but we don’t spend all
our time worrying about it. If we go
under—and that could easily be done
with police frame-ups right now—there’ll
be others to take our place.

PLAYBOY: Have you considered the possi-
bility that you could be wrong about the
chances of waging a successful guerrilla
war? Don’t you run the risk that all
your efforts toward that end—even if
they don’t escalate beyond rhetoric
—could invite a massive wave of repres-
sion that would result in a black blood-
bath and turn the country’s ghettos into
concentration camps?

CLEAVER: It seems to me a strange as-
sumption that black people could just
be killed or cooped up into concentra-
tion camps and that would be the end
of it. This isn’t the 1930s. We're not
going to play Jews. The whole world is
different now from what it was then.
Not only would black people resist, with
the help of white people, but we would
also have the help of those around the
world who are just waiting for some
kind of extreme crisis within this coun-
try so that they can move for their own
liberation from American repression
abroad. This Government does not have
unlimited forces of repression; it can’t
hold the whole world down—not at
home and abroad. Eventually, it will be
able to control the racial situation here
only by ignoring its military “commit-
ments” overseas. That might stop our
movement for a while, but think what
would be happening in Latin America,
Asia and Africa. In that event, there
would be a net gain for freedom in the
world. We see our struggle as inextrica-
bly bound up with the struggle of all
oppressed peoples, and there is no tell-
ing what sacrifices we in this country
may have to make before that struggle is
won.

PLAYBOY: Do you think you have any
real chance of winning that struggle—
even without Government repression—as
long as the majority of white Americans,
who outnumber blacks ten to one, re-
main hostile or indifferent to black as-
pirations? According to the indications
of recent public-opinion surveys, they
deplore even nonviolent demonstrations
on behalf of civil rights.

CLEAVER: At the present stage, the majori-
ty of white people are indifferent and
complacent simply because their own
lives have remained more or less intact
and as remote from the lives of most
blacks as the old French aristocracy was
from ‘“‘the great unwashed.” It’s disturb-
ing to them to hear about Hough burn-
ing, Watts burning, the black community
in Newark burning. But they don’t
really understand why it's happening,
and they don’t really care, as long as
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PLAYBOY: Suppose you're right in claiming
that most whites, for whatever reason,
would not support massive repression of
blacks in this country. These same whites,
however, don’t want black violence,
either—but as you point out, most don’t
fully grasp the dimensions of the injus-
tices against which that violence is a
rebellion, nor do they understand why
it continues in the wake of several mile-
stone civil rights laws and Supreme Court
decisions. The familiar question is:
“What more do they want?” How would
you answer it?
CLEAVER: I can only answer with what
Malcolm X said. If you've had a knife
in my back for 400 years, am I supposed
to thank you for pulling it out? Because
that’s all those laws and decisions have
accomplished. The very least of your
responsibility now is to compensate me,
however inadequately, for centuries of
degrafiation and disenfranchisement by
granting peacefully—before 1 take them
forcefully—the same rights and opportun-
ities for a decent life that you've taken
for.glzanted as an American birthright.
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haven’t had fair trials; and about point
nine, which demands that black defend-
ants be tried by all-black juries?
CLEAVER: We think the day will come
when these demands, too, will receive
serious attention, because they deserve it.
Take point eight. All the social sciences
—criminology, sociology, psychology, eco-
nomics—point out that if you subject
people to deprivation and inhuman liv-
ing conditions, you can predict that they
will rebel against those conditions. What
we have in this country is a system
organized against black people in such a
way that many are forced to rebel and
turn to forms of behavior that are called
criminal, in order to get the things they
need to survive. Consider the basic
contradiction here. You subject people
to conditions that make rebellion inevi-
table and then you punish them for
rebelling. Now, under those circum-
stances, does the black convict owe a debt
to society or does society owe a debt to
the black convict? Since the social, eco-
nomic and political system is so rigged
against black people, we feel the burden
of the indictment should rest on the
system and not on us. Therefore, black
people should not be confined in jails
and prisons for rebelling against that
system—even though the rebellion might
express itself in some unfortunate ways.
And this idea can be taken further, to
apply also to those white people who
have been subjected to a disgusting sys-
tem for so long that they resort to dis-
gusting forms of behavior. This is part
of our fundamental critique of the way
this society, under its present system of
organization, molds the character of its
second-class citizens.

PLAYBOY: Have you considered the conse-
quences to society of opening the pris-
ons and setting all the inmates free?
Their behavior may in one sense be
society’s fault, but they’re still criminals.
CLEAVER: We don’t feel that there’s any
black man or any white man in any
prison in this country who could be
compared in terms of criminality with
Lyndon Johnson. No mass murderer in
any penitentiary in America or in any
other country comes anywhere close to
the thousands and thousands of deaths
for which Johnson is responsible.
PLAYBOY: Do you think that analogy is
valid? After all, Johnson has been waging
a war, however misguidedly, in the belief
that his cause is just.

CLEAVER: Many murderers feel exactly the
same way about their crimes. But let
me give you another example: Compare
the thieves in our prisons with the big-
businessmen of this country, who are in
control of a system that is depriving
millions of people of a decent life.
These people—the men who run the
Government and the corporations—are
much more dangerous than the guy who
walks into a store with a pistol and robs
somebody of a few dollars. The men in

control are robbing the entire world of
billions and billions of dollars.

PLAYBOY: All the men in control?
CLEAVER: That’s what I said; and they're
not only stealing money, they’re robbing
people of life itself. When you talk about
criminals, you have to recognize the
vastly different degrees of criminality.
PLAYBOY: Surely no criminality, proved
in a court of law, should go unpunished.
CLEAVER: As you know, the poor and the
black in this country don’t seem to make
out as well as the rich and the white in
our courts of “justice.” I wonder why.
PLAYBOY: You still haven’t answered our
question about the social consequences
of releasing all those now behind bars.
CLEAVER: Those who are now in prison
could be put through a process of real
rehabilitation before their release—not
caged like animals, as they are now, thus
guaranteeing that they’ll be hardened
criminals when they get out if they
weren’t when they went in. By rehabili-

tation I mean they would be trained for

jobs that would not be an insult to their
dignity, that would give them some
sense of security, that would allow them
to achieve some brotherly connection
with their fellow man. But for this kind
of rehabilitation to happen on a large
scale would entail the complete reorgan-
ization of society, not to mention the
prison system. It would call for the
teaching of a new set of ethics, based on
the principle of cooperation, as opposed
to the presently dominating principle of
competition. It would require the trans-
formation of the entire moral fabric of
this country into a way of being that
would make these former criminals feel
more obligated to their fellow man than
they do now. The way things are today,
however, what reasons do these victims
of society have for feeling an obligation
to their fellow man? I look with respect
on a guy who has walked the streets
because he’s been unable to find a job
in a system that’s rigged against him,
but doesn’t go around begging and in-
stead walks into a store and says, “Stick
‘em up, motherfucker!” I prefer that man
to the Uncle Tom who does nothing but
just shrink into himself and accept any
shit that’s thrown into his face.
PLAYBOY: Would you feel that way if it
were your store that got held up?
CLEAVER: That’s inconceivable; I wouldn’t
own a store. But for the sake of argu-
ment, let’s say I did. I'd still respect the
guy who came in and robbed me more
than the panhandler who mooched a
dime from me in the street.

PLAYBOY: But would you feel he was
justified in robbing you because of his
disadvantaged social background?
CLEAVER: Yes, I would—and this form of
social rebellion is on the rise. When I
went to San Quentin in 1958, black
people constituted about 30 percent of
the prison population. Recently, I was
back at San Quentin, and the blacks are
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now in the majority. There’s an incredi-
ble number of black people coming in
with each new load of prisoners. More-
over, I've talked to a lot of other people
who’ve been in different prisons, and
the percentage of black inmates there,
too, is indisputably climbing. And with-
in that growing number, the percentage
of young black prisoners is increasing
most of all. Youngsters from the ages of
18 to 23 are clearly in the majority of
the new people who come to prison. The
reason is that for a lot of black people,
including the young, jobs are almost non-
existent, and the feeling of rebellion is
particularly powerful among the young.
Take a guy who was four years old in
1954, when the Supreme Court decision
on school desegregation was handed
down, a decision that was supposed to
herald a whole new era. Obviously, it
didn’t, but it did accelerate agitation
and unrest. So this guy, who was four
then, has had a lifetime of hearing griev-
ances articulated very sharply but of
seeing nothing changed. By the time he’s
18 or 19, he’s very, very up tight. He’s
very turned off to the system and he has
it in his mind that he’s justified in mov-
ing against so unjust a system in any
way he sees fit.

PLAYBOY: Can that be the whole explana-
tion for the growing number of young
black prisoners? Are they all in con-
scious rebellion against the white power
structure?

CLEAVER: That’s not the whole explana-
tion, of course, but it would be a mis-
take to underestimate that rising mood
of rebellion. Whatever their conscious
motivation, though, every one of them is
in prison because of the injustice of
society itself. White people are able to
get away with a lot of things black
people can’t begin to get away with;
cops are much quicker to make busts in
black neighborhoods. And even when
they're arrested, whites are ahead be-
cause more of them can afford attorneys.
A lot of black cats end up in prison
solely because they didn’t have someone
to really present their case in court.
They're left with the public defenders,
whom prison inmates quite accurately
call “penitentiary deliverers.” T'll tell
you what usually happens. It’s the com-
mon practice of the police to file ten or
so charges on you, and then the public
defender comes and says, “Look, we
can’t beat them all, so the best thing
you can do is plead guilty on one count.
If you do that, I can get the others
dropped.” So a black cat is sitting there
without real legal help, without any
money, and he knows that if he’s con-
victed of all ten counts, he’ll get a
thousand years. He’s in a stupor of con-
fusion and winds up taking the advice
of the public defender. He doesn’t know
the law. He doesn’t know how to make
legal motions. He doesn’t really know
what’s going on in that courtroom. So

he goes along, wakes up in the peniten-
tiary, starts exchanging experiences with
other guys who have been through the
same mill; and if he wasn’t a rebel when
he went in, he’ll be a revolutionary by
the time he gets out.

PLAYBOY: What about your own prob-
lems with the law? If you weren’t the
author of Soul on Ice, is it likely that
you'd still be in prison?

CLEAVER: Certainly. If I had been just
another black man, I wouldn’t have had
a chance in the world of getting out
before my maximum sentence was served
—especially not me, because I was in-
volved in a lot of the prison politics.
You know, the prison authorities con-
sciously create and maintain a certain
level of hostility among the various
racial groups in prison. There is, for
example, a preferential order on jobs;
white prisoners get the best ones. And
white prisoners do less time than black
inmates for similar crimes; in the Cali-
fornia prisons, the preferential order
is whites, Mexican-Americans and then
blacks. There’s always been a lot of
agitation within the prisons to change
that. I was involved in that agitation
and, as a result, I was told by members
of the Probation Authority that I could
just forget about getting out of prison
until my entire 14-year term was up.
It wasn’t until I smuggled the manu-
script of Soul on Ice out of prison and
got it into the hands of people who had
the book published that the attitude of

the prison officials toward me started

changing. And even then, it took a whole
mobilization of prominent literary figures
writing letters to get me out. But now
that I'm out, it’s starting to work the
other way. Because of all the atten-
tion that’s been focused on me both
because of the book and because of my
involvement with the Panthers, the state
is trying to put me back in prison. You
know, I used to think, I really did, that
the Probation Authority would be
proud of a man who had gone through
their system, had gained a few skills
while in prison and wasn’t following
the path of crime and violence he’d
been on before he went in. But because
I'm engaged in political activity, the
Probation Authority would like nothing
better than to lock me up again. The
only reason they haven’t been able to so
far is that I'm not entirely powerless
now.

PLAYBOY: What happens to the ordinary
black inmate who has no special talent
that earns him a reputation—and influ-
ential supporters—outside of prison?
CLEAVER: When I was in the guidance
center at San Quentin last spring, I
saw a lot of people like that—people
I've known for years. Two of them had
been in Los Angeles Juvenile Hall with
me the first time I was ever arrested
—some 18 years ago. Since then, they
ad done some time and been paroled,
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whites could get together in accomplish-
ing real justice across the board. But in
our present society, the only way the
Constitution can mean anything to
blacks in terms of justice is for black
people to be tried by their black peers.
PLAYBOY: Some might question whether
it’s fair to talk of justice for blacks, when
you write of another kind of justice for
whites: “Those savages who perpetrate
atrocities against black people are going
to be hunted down like the dogs they
are and will receive the justice that Adolf
Eichmann got, the same justice that they
gave to their innocent victims.” If you
actually resort to this kind of vigilante
violence, won’t you be morally indistin-
guishable from K. K. K. night riders who
lynch blacks and bomb black churches?
CLEAVER: No, because there is such a
thing as justifiable homicide; and I
would include in that category every
Iyncher and church bomber who ever
got exonerated by a white-racist jury. If
we don’t get justice in the courts—for
blacks as well as for those who brutalize
them—then we’ll get it in the streets. If
atrocities against us continue not only
unpunished but unprevented, if the
campaign of aggression by the police
and other government forces against us
is not stopped, more and more blacks
may have to respond as some in Cleve-
land did last summer—by fighting gun-
fire with gunfire. One way or another,
we are going to have to get justice. It
was Thomas Jefferson, after all, who
maintained that when society’s institu-
tions no longer serve the needs of the
people, they must be changed by consti-
tutional means or by revolution. That’s
at the base of the so-called American
tradition; if the people are tyrannized
by their Government and that Govern-
ment answers their demands for justice
by intensifying that tyranny, it is not
only their right but their duty to abolish
that Government and set up another
that will extend justice impartially and
humanely to all its citizens. This applies
even on the local level, and especially to
those agencies of the establishment
that are charged with the protection
of the public. If the police department,
for example, has abdicated its function
of providing public safety to black people
as well as to white, then we feel we
have the right to provide for our own
safety, even’if that means confronting
the police department. And if crimes are
committed against us by the police, we
have the right to defend ourselves and
take whatever measures are necessary to
prevent further atrocities from being
committed against us. And we have the
right to insist that perpetrators of past
crimes against black people be punished.
PLAYBOY: You've said that the black com-
munity is keeping a “death list” of those
who are guilty of crimes against black
people. Is this true?

CLEAVER: The names of murderers, in-
cluding police officers—pigs—who have
gotten off without any penalty after
killing black people are all on record.
People in each local area know who they
are. I myself have a long list of people
who I know have done these things.
These crimes are so atrocious and have
been so well publicized and documented
that even if a complete list doesn’t exist,
it will be a simple matter of research to
go back, dig them up and deal with the
murderers—if the law doesn’t do it for us.
PLAYBOY: You seem to alternate between
advocating revolutionary violence and
allowing for the possibility of social re-
form without violence. Which is it going
to be?
CLEAVER: What happens, as I've said, will
depend on the continuing dynamics of
the situation. What we’re doing now is
telling the Government that if it does not
do its duty, then we will see to it our-
selves that justice is done. Again, I can’t
tell you when we may have to start de-
fending ourselves by violence from con-
tinued violence against us. That will
depend on what is done against us and
on whether real change can be accom-
plished nonviolently within the system.
We’d much rather do it that way, be-
cause we don’t feel it would be a
healthy situation to have even black
revolutionaries going around distribut-
ing justice. I'd much prefer a society in
which we wouldn’t have to use—or even
carry—guns, but that means the pigs
would have to be disarmed, too. In the
meantime, as long as this remains an
unjust and unsafe society for black
people, we're faced with a situation in
which our survival is at stake. We will
do whatever we must to protect our lives
and to redeem the lives of our people
—without too much concern for the nice-
ties of a system that is rigged against us.
PLAYBOY: Some black militants say there
is an alternative to revolution or capit-
ulation: the formation of a separate
black nation within the United States.
At a meeting in Detroit last March, a
group of black nationalists proposed the
creation of a state called New Africa,
encompassing all the territory now occu-
pied by Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi and South Carolina. Do you
think that’s a viable plan?
CLEAVER: I don’t have any sympathy
with that approach, but the Black
Panthers feel that it’s a proposal black
people should be polled on. There have
been too many people and too many
organizations in the past who claimed to
speak for the ultimate destiny of black
people. Some call for a new state; some
have insisted that black people should
go back to Africa. We Black Panthers,
on the other hand, don’t feel we should
speak for all black people. We say that
black people deserve an opportunity to
record their own national will.
PLAYBOY: Black people have already had
’
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reached a point where many white people
have, in fact, organized in their own
communities; therefore, we see no reason
to maintain an alienated posture and to
refuse to work with such groups.
PLAYBOY: One of the passages in Soul on
Ice had particular impact on many
young white people who felt they had
been drummed out of “the movement.”
You wrote: “There is in America today
a generation of white youth that is truly
worthy of a black man’s respect, and this
is a rare event in the foul annals of
American history.” Having since worked
in collaboration with the Peace and Free-
dom Party, do you still think as highly
of the new generation of white youth?
CLEAVER: I'm even more convinced it’s
true than when I wrote those lines. We
work with these young people all the
time, and we’'ve had nothing but encour-
aging experiences with them. These
young white people aren’t hung up bat-
tling to maintain the status quo like
some of the older people who think
they’ll become extinct if the system
changes. Theyre adventurous; they're
willing to experiment with new forms;
they're willing to confront life. And I
don’t mean only those on college cam-
puses. A lot who aren’t in college share
with their college counterparts an ability
to welcome and work for change.
PLAYBOY: Do you agree with those who
feel that this generation of youth is
going to “sell out” to the status quo as it
moves into middle age?

CLEAVER: I expect all of us will become
somewhat less resilient as we get into
our 40s and 50s—if we live that long
—and I'm sure that those who come
after us will look back on us as being
conservative. Even us Panthers. But I
don’t think this generation will become
as rigid as the ones before; and, for that
matter, I don’t write off all older people
right now. There are a lot of older
whites and blacks who keep working for
change. So there are people over 30 I
trust. I’m over 30, and I trust me.
PLAYBOY: You speak of trust, and yet
there are many young whites—despite
what you've said—who wonder if black
people are really willing to trust them
and to work with them on a basis of
mutual respect. Bobby Seale, a Black
Panther leader, for instance, told an
audience of young whites in New York
last spring: “We hate you white people!
And the next time one of you paddies
comes up here and accuses me of hating
you because of the color of your skin, I
will kick you in your ass. We started out
hating you because of the color of your
skin. . . . In school, when a little white
liberal walked by, I used to come up
with my knife and say, ‘Give me your
lunch money or I'll cut your guts out.’
And he’d give me his lunch money.
Pretty soon, I'd say, “Tomorrow you
bring me two dollars.” And the next day
100 he’d bring me two dollars. Because that
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two dollars was mine. Mine because of
400 vyears of racism and oppression.
When I take two dollars from you, pig,
don’t you say nothing.” What kind of
white person, unless he’s a masochist,
could form a coalition with black people
on this basis?

CLEAVER: I heard about that speech.
There’s been a lot of reaction to it, and
it’s unfortunate. As I understand it,
Bobby had been preceded on that pro-
gram by LeRoi Jones and a lot of that
kind of thing, and maybe Bobby was
turned on by all that. I don’t know. But
I do know Bobby; and if that quote is
correct, it does not represent how he
really feels—not deep inside. You have
to remember that Bobby Seale, with
Huey Newton, laid the foundation for
the Black Panthers; and it was because
of their attitudes that the party has
been able to steer clear of getting in-
volved in any of these dead-end racist
positions. If you go around and talk to
the white people in the Bay Area who
have worked with Bobby, you’ll find
that they know the real Bobby Seale and
are not disturbed by what he might have
said on one particular occasion. It’s even
fair to say that a lot of them love
Bobby. When that particular speech was
made, I was in jail; but I've talked with
Bobby about it since, and I don’t con-
demn him for it.

PLAYBOY: As you know, however, there
are many who do and who believe he
really meant what he said that night. In
reaction to his and Jones’ remarks, ‘one
young white radical wrote in Rat Sub-
terranean News, the underground New
York biweekly: “You are denying my
humanity and my individuality. Though
I am in deepest empathy with you and
with all blacks—all people—in their
struggle to be free, you are in danger of
becoming my enemy. I must revolt against
your racism, your scorn of everything
white, just as I revolt against the racism
of white America. I will not let you put
me in a bag. Your enemies and my
enemies are the same people, the same
institutions. . . . I feel no special loyalty
to White, but only Self. I feel no love for
the leaders or institutions or culture of
this country, but only for individual
people, in an ever-growing number, with
whom I share love and trust. I deny my
whiteness; I affirm my humanity. You are
urging your black brothers to see me
only as White, in just the same way as
we have been raised to see you only as
Negro. . . . I don’t feel white enough or
guilty enough to die joyfully by a bullet
from a black man’s gun, crying ‘Ab-
solved at last’” And I know that soon
you, by denying me my me-ness, will
become for me just as much an oppres-
sor, just as much an enemy, as the white
culture we are both fighting. . . . To
remain free, and to transform society,
I have to maintain my hard-wor

differentiation from the mass of wj]
people, and T won't let even a blac
person, no matter how hard-bent he
on black liberation, squeeze me back in
honkiedom. If I have to shoot a bl
racist one of these days, well, b;
that’s part of the struggle.” This re
tion of racism has been echoed by map
young whites. What'’s your reaction to i
CLEAVER: I think it’s a commend
statement. But there are many wh
who do deny the humanity of blag
people, and I think LeRoi and Bobb
were talking about them. If you're whit
and you don’t fall into that bag, thoug.t
there is no reason why you should a
cept that analysis as applying to vy
You have to judge people by what ¢
do. Those white people who are
functioning as part of the juggern,
of oppression are, indeed, guilty.
those who place themselves outside
system of oppression, those who st
gle against that system, ought not
consider that judgment applied agains
them. I think when a person has read
the kind of awareness expressed by f
cat, he is totally justified in rebell
against the honkie tag. But he oughi
not to expect some kind of inst
recognition by black people that
“different.” You cannot expect bl
people to make immediate distincti
while blacks themselves are still invols
in the total fabric of oppression. Th
whites who have freed themselves of
system know who they are; and, by wi
they do, we will get to know who the
PLAYBOY: Specifically, what can they
what must they do, to earn your re P
and trust?

CLEAVER: There are a whole lot of
they can do. They can organize
people so that together we can go I
the halls of Government, demand 0
rights—and get them. They can o1g
politically and get rid of all the ¢
and racists in the legislatures around |
country. They can help keep the p
from rioting. They can help make
lic servants recognize that they are.
lic servants, that the public——black
white—pays their salaries and that
don’t own the people and must
sponsive to them. What can whites
Just be Americans, as the rhetorl€ €
Americans are supposed to be. Just s
up for liberty everywhere. Stand
for justice everywhere——espeaally :
here in their own country. Stand"u
the underdog; that’s supposed to
American way. Make this ”_",l
home of the free. But that will I
happen unless they help us €0 i
thorough housecleaning of d.le_po‘.)
and economic arenas. Now 18 thev :
for whites to help us get the m:
together, to organize themsel’ .
then form coalitions with bl.a‘%‘ 5"
and Mexican and Puerto Rican
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that also want to bring about social
change—and then act to do just that.
PLAYBOY: What about whites—undoubt-
edly a much larger number—who are
just not revolutionaries but still want to
work for positive change?

CLEAVER: That’s simple, too. Find out
which white organizations are for real
and join them. Many whites can help
educate other whites about the true na-
ture of the system. And they can help
black people—in the courts, in the so-
cial clubs, in the Congress, in the city
councils, in the board rooms—win their
demands for justice. The number-one
problem right now, as we see it, is that
of repression by the police. Whites
should become aware of what the police
are doing and why the Black Panther
Party, to name only one group, has
gotten so hung up over this crucial
question. It’s not only just police brutal-
ity and crimes; it’s police intimidation
of black communities. When we started,
it became very clear to us that the
reason black people don’t come out to
meetings, don’t join organizations work-
ing for real change, is that they’re afraid
of various forms of retaliation from the
police. They’re afraid of being identified
as members of a militant organization.
So we recognized that the first thing we
had to do was to expose and deal with
the Gestapo power of the police. Once
we’ve done that, we can move to mobilize
people who will then be free to come
out and start discussing and articulating
their grievances, as well as proposing
various changes and solutions. We are
doing that in the Bay Area and in other
areas where the Black Panther Party is
now active. But there are many places
where the police continue to intimidate,
and it would be a great help for white
people to start their own local organiza-
tions or to form local chapters of the
Peace and Freedom Party. They could
then focus community attention on what
the police actually do—as opposed to
what the police and the city administra-
tions claim they do—and work with
black people who are trying to break
free. That kind of organized activity is
really the only hope for this country.
PLAYBOY: If whites were to do this,
wouldn’t they have a lot to lose, even if
they themselves don’t become the vic-
tims of police repression? Radicals keep
telling them that if they’re really going
to join in the struggle, they can’t go on
living as they do now; that they can’t
expect to continue enjoying the material
comforts of a system they intend to
confront; that anyone who “breaks free”
is going to have to change his entire
style of life. Do you agree?

CLEAVER: Well, they're certainly going to
have to give up those privileges that
are based on the oppression and exploi-
tation of other people. Most whites to-
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recipients of stolen property. This coun-
try was built, in large part, on the sweat
of slaves. The standard of living most
white people enjoy today is a direct result
of the historical exploitation of blacks,
and of the third world, by the imperialist
nations, of which America is now the
leader. But thanks to technological ad-
vances, even if that exploitation were
stopped and there were just distribu-
tion of wealth abroad and at home,
whites wouldn’t really have to suffer ma-
terially. If the money now used for
bombs and airplanes were redirected to
build more houses and better schools—
as even the white man’s Kerner Commis-
sion recommended—I can’t see how white
people would Have to make any sacrifices
at all. And think of how much more
wholesome—and peaceful—a social en-
vironment there’d be for everybody. It
seems to me the only whites who would
be losing anything are those irretrievably
committed, emotionally or economically,
to the continued subordination of non-
whites. But those whites who are not
wedded to exploitation and oppression
can only benefit if basic change comes.
PLAYBOY: There are whites who would
say that black people have not indicated
that they have the determination, the
discipline or even the good will to work
toward such a goal. As you know, many
privately feel that black people, with
some exceptions, are lazy, irresponsible,
destructive rather than constructive, un-
able to hold onto jobs, etc., etc. How
do you think this problem of noncom-
prehension and lingering prejudice can
be overcome?

CLEAVER: Well, insofar as any of these
stereotypes seem to have some basis in
fact, they're the result of strategic forms
of behavior by black people. Think
about that. I don’t see any reason, for
instance, why black people should have
been knocking themselves out on the
plantations. Under slavery, the black
man who could find ways to get out of
work was really a very wise man. It’s no
different under the present system of
exploitation, a system rigged against
black people straight across the board.
Why should any black man strive to
excel, to better himself, when the system
is set up to keep him “in his place”? I
think anyone who can beat that system
and draw a living from it with the least
expenditure of energy is doing the best
thing he can do for himself. It’s stupid
to be a dedicated, hardworking and loy-
al victim. But if black people were in a
situation where their labor had meaning
and dignity, where they were really
building good lives for themselves and
their children, then all this strategic
behavior would cease to be functional.
PLAYBOY: That answer might help con-
vince some potential white allies of the
viability of a black-white coalition for
change. But how do you reconcile such
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any revolutionary war that thed
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and forgiveness, of violent revolution
and nonviolent social reform; and that
leads to a good deal of confusion among
many whites as to what the Black Pan-
thers are really for. On the one hand, you
write of the coming holocaust and of
bodies littering the streets. And yet the
day before you wrote that article, you
were at a junior high school in Oakland,
where the black kids had decided to
burn down the school in anger at the
murder of Dr. King, and you talked
them out of it. Similarly, you and other
Panthers speak of a black revolutionary
generation that has the courage to kill;
yet when a group of seventh and eighth
graders at another Oakland school tried
to emulate what they thought the Pan-
thers stood for by turning into a gang and
beating up other kids, several Panther
leaders went to the school at the invita-
tion of the principal and told the kids
they were in the wrong bag. The Pan-
thers’ advice was for black youngsters to
study hard, so that they could be in a
better position to help their brothers.
They also told them not to hate whites
but to learn to work with them. Which
is the real Black Panther philosophy?
CLEAVER: There is no contradiction be-
tween what we say and what we do. We
are for responsible action. That’s why
we don’t advocate people going around
inventing hostilities and burning down
schools and thereby depriving young-
sters of a place to learn. What we do
advocate is that hostilities in the black
community be focused on specific tar-
gets. The police are a specific target. As
I said before, we are engaged in organiz-
ing black communities so that they will
have the power to stop the police from
wanton harassment and killing of black
people. And that also means self-defense,
if necessary. Beyond that, it means get-
ting enough power so that we can have
autonomous black departments of safety
in black communities. We have the
courage—and the good sense—to de-
fend ourselves, but we are not about
to engage in the kind of random violence
that will give the pigs an opportunity to
destroy us. We are revolutionary, but
that means we’re disciplined, that we’re
working out programs, that we intend to
create a radical political machinery in
coalition with whites that will uproot
this decadent society, transform its pol-
itics and economics and build a structure
fit to exist on a civilized planet inhabited
by humanized beings.

PLAYBOY: You say the police are a prime
target for Panther hostility. Is this, per-
haps, because the reverse is also true?
Police departments in all the cities in
which the Panthers have organized
claim that your group is a public men-
ace—engaged in beatings, shakedowns,
thefts, shootings, fire bombings and other
criminal activities.

104 CLEAVER: Who are the criminals? I know
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about these rumors of what Panthers are
supposed to be doing, but that’s all they
are—false reports spread by racist cops.
They'd like the public to forget that it
was Black Panthers in Brooklyn who
were attacked by off-duty police outside
a courtroom last September. Who were
the criminals there? And who shot up
the Black Panther office in Oakland in a
drunken orgy, riddling pictures of Huey
Newton and me—and a picture of Bob-
by Hutton, whom they had already
killed? Two pigs from the Oakland Po-
lice Department. Of course, they're
going to spread these false rumors about
us; it’s one of the ways they’re trying to
destroy us before we destroy them with
the truth about their own lawlessness.
PLAYBOY: Granted there have been con-
flicts between the Panthers and the po-
lice; but aren’t you exaggerating their
intent when you claim, as you did recent-
ly, that theyre out to ‘‘systematically
eliminate our leadership”?

CLEAVER: Not in the least. We are a great
threat to the police and to the whole
white power structure in Alameda Coun-
ty and in Oakland, where the Panthers
were born. The police are the agents of
the power structure, in trying to destroy
us. Let me give you the background.
When Bobby Seale and Huey Newton
organized the Black Panther Party in
October 1966, they initiated armed
black patrols. Each car, which had four
men, would follow the police around,
observing them. When police accosted a
citizen on the street and started doing
something wrong to him, the patrol
would be there as witnesses and to tell
the person being mistreated what his
rights were. In this way, the Panthers
focused community attention on the po-
lice and the people learned they didn’t
have to submit to the kind of oppres-
sive, arbitrary brutality that had been
directed against the black people in
Oakland for a long time.

When the Panthers started to educate
the community, those in power were
afraid that blacks would go on to organ-
ize and exercise real political power.
And the police were told to prevent
this. They tried to do this first by
multiple arrests. Anyone known to be a
Panther would be rousted on ridiculous
charges that couldn’t stand up in court
but that led to our having to spend a
lot of money on bail and legal fees.
That didn’t work. They couldn’t intimi-
date us. Then in October 1967, they
finally got Huey Newton into a position
where a shoot-out occurred. Huey was
wounded, a cop was killed and another
was wounded. Murder charges were filed
against Huey; he was eventually convict-
ed and sentenced to two to fifteen years,
and that case is now on appeal. After
the shoot-out and the arrest of Huey,
the whole Black Panther Party became
involved in mobilizing community aware-

ness of the political aspects of th,
We had such great effect in th
that the police tried even harder ¢q «
us. They moved against just aboy
one who had taken an active p
speaking and mobilizing for Hye
give you some examples, on Jany;
of this year, our national captain,
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ment and searched it without a ws
On February 5, a Panther and
friend were arrested for “disturhiy
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charged with “resisting arres
February 25, at 3:30 in the m
police broke down the door of
Seale’s home. Again, there was
rant. During the third and fourt
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None of the charges ever made it to
PLAYBOY: What about the widely
cized shooting of April sixth, in
17-year-old Black Panther Bobby E
was killed and two others, in
yourself, were wounded? The offic
sion has been circulated in the dai
papers. Can you give your acc
what happened?
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in court, but I'll give you th
details. April sixth was a Saturd
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in Oakland. We’d been leafle
community and driving aroun
sound trucks, urging people to
the picnic. And that night, w
involved in getting the food togei
cooking the meat, picking up P
for potato salad, and all that. Dur
preceding days, we’d been havi
tinuous trouble with the Oakland
Department about the picnic7
tried to prevent our getting a pe
hold it; and although we got !
three or four days, there were
restrictions on what we could d
political speeches, no leafleting
like that. This harassment and 1
ence with our constitutional AL
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Seale was running for the state assembly
and Huey was running for Congress
from jail. We’d come through all the
police interference, until that Saturday.
That night, I was driving a car that had
been lent to us by a white man. It
was a white Ford with Florida license
plates, and for days before, Panthers
who had been driving that car were
constantly stopped by cops and ques-
tioned. “Are you from Florida?” “Where
did you get this car?” All kinds of
silly annoyances. Obviously, they were
always on the lookout for that car.
While driving it that Saturday night on
the way to a Panther’s apartment, where
we were assembling all the food, I had
to take a piss, so I pulled over on a dark
street and got out of the car. The two
other Panther cars in the caravan stopped
behind me. Just then, this police car came
around the corner. I didn’t know at first
it was a police car, because it was very
dark and the car was some distance away.
I was only concerned that somebody was
coming, and it would be embarrassing to
be caught standing there taking a leak.
So I went around to the other side of
the car. All of a sudden, the squad car
turned a spotlight on me and the cops
started yelling, “Come out from behind
there!” Well, T was in the middle of tak-
ing this leak, so it took me a little time
to get my fly zipped up and to get out
into the middle of the street. Just as I
cleared the front of my car, these cops
started shooting.

PLAYBOY: How do you know it was the
police who started shooting?

CLEAVER: Because all the Panthers were
behind me and all the shots came from
in front of me—where the cops were.
And the shots were aimed at me; there’s
absolutely no question about it. Now
I'm tempted to say that they knew who
I was and that they were shooting at me
specifically, but I don’t really know that
for sure. I do know, though, that they
started shooting without any warning. My
reaction was to dive down in front of the
car. It wasn’t a few seconds before an-
other cop car came around the other
corner from the opposite direction and
also started shooting. Now, after checking
out what happened, it seems pretty clear
that some of those in the Panther cars
also had guns; I mean, you never know
when a Panther has a gun.

PLAYBOY: Don’t Panthers always carry
guns?

CLEAVER: No. Panthers are not supposed
to carry any arms just for show. Guns
are carried only if there is reason to
anticipate the need for self-defense or
for certain security purposes, such as the
protection of Panther leaders under
dangerous circumstances. That night, in
view of the police harassment of us in
Oakland, which had intensified during
the preceding week, it would have been
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I don’t know who in particular had a
gun, but there was some exchange of
shots. Meanwhile, we were all scattering,
because it was a regular shooting gal-
lery; the cops were coming from every-
where—at least 50 of them. Now the
police story is that they were all respond-
ing to an emergency call by a cop who
had just been shot, but how come so
many arrived instantaneously from so
many directions? Anyway, we were all
running to get away from all that shoot-
ing. One cop was shooting at me with a
shotgun, and I ended up going over a
little shed between two houses. When I
got on the other side, Bobby Hutton was
already there. All kinds of cops on the
street were shooting at us; Bobby had a
rifle and he started shooting back, clear-
ing the cops out of the immediate area.
As they took cover, we had a chance to
find a door into the cellar of this house.

From that point on, I suppose it’s
kind of flattering to say we had a shoot-
out with the cops, but that’s not what
really happened. We were involved in
ducking bullets. For 90 minutes, the
cops poured bullets and tear gas into
that house, and we got very badly as-
phyxiated by the gas. I also got shot in
the leg, and one of those tear-gas canis-
ters hit me in the chest and knocked the
breath out of me. It was very dark in
the cellar and Bobby thought I'd been
wounded badly; so in the dark, he re-
moved my clothes and tried to pat me
down to find out where the blood was.
The news reports said I came out naked.
It’s true, but that wasn’'t a plan I'd
consciously devised so that the cops would
be able to see I wasn’t carrying a weapon
and wouldn’t have an excuse to kill me.
When we decided to give up, Bobby
tossed his rifle outside. Having been
shot in the leg, I couldn’t walk on my
own; and when we went out, Bobby was
helping me. There was a kind of step
down past the threshold of the cellar
door, and we fell down.

The cops surrounded us and about
30 of them hit us with guns and
kicked us for a while—I don’t know just
how long. It ended with their telling us
to stand up. Bobby helped me rise, and
the cops seemed to resent his helping
me. They snatched him away and told
us to run down to a police car parked in
the street. I couldn’t run, so they told
Bobby to run and shoved him. When he
stumbled a few steps, they opened fire
and killed him. Then they turned to
me. I'm convinced that the only reason
they didn’t shoot me, too, was that by
that time, a lot of people had been
attracted to the scene by all the gunshots;
and when they saw the cops shoot Bob-
by, they started pointing at me and yell-
ing at the police, “Leave him alone!”
and calling them murderers and pigs.

A cop, whom I knew from previous en-
counters, came over and asked where I
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this bastard kicked me on that fgq
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came in after me, but before they v
the way in, the cop driving the van
headquarters over the radio that thes
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That probably saved my life, b
everything that comes in over
switchboard of the Oakland Polig
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ing tape. When the two cops fror
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and told the man in front to
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his name.” The two cops cursed
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hospital. That was the end of th
cal violence. Within about six
they took me to San Quentin. I
there three or four hours and
was taken to Vacaville Prison,
they kept me for about 60 days
judge released me. I was indic
three counts of assault with in
kill and three counts of assault o
lice officer. So you see, it’s not j
imagination that there’s an awfu
pressure to get rid of Panther spo
PLAYBOY: You've also been a spok
for the Peace and Freedom P
which you were this year’s Pres
nominee. How significant do you
er that kind of political activity, 1
of your plans for the growth
Black Panthers?
CLEAVER: Well, I never exactly d
of waking up in the White Hou
the November election, but I tol
in that campaign because I
necessary to pull a lot of people
er, black and white. Certainly, W
cerned with building the Black .
Party, but we also have to buil
tional coalition between white
and black activists. We have
some machinery so that they ca
on a coordinated basis. Right 1
have thousands and thousands of
activists, black and white, who ar!
ing at cross purposes, who don
municate with one another,
isolated and alienated from one
But they could be a sourceé of
strength and support. I believe |
we can simultaneously move f?rw
liberation struggle that’s going.
the black colonies of this country
revolutionary struggle that’s got
the mother country, we can aml
strength and numbers needed to €
the course of American history:
PLAYBOY: There are those WhO
that this vision of yours is just
of those fugitive illusions d_lat
from time to time among Tadlcal‘» ’
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and white. Michael Harris, a reporter
for the San Francisco Chronicle, wrote
in The Nation last July, quoting a law-
enforcement agent who had infiltrated
the Panthers: “If the Federal Govern-
ment makes a serious effort to pump lots
of money into the ghetto, you can likely
kiss the Panthers goodbye. You simply
can’t agitate happy people.”” Do you
think that’s likely to happen?

CLEAVER: If the Federal Government
moved to honor all the grievances of
black people, to not merely alleviate but
eliminate oppression, we’'d be delighted to
fold the whole thing up and call it a
day. There are many other—and cer-
tainly safer—things we’d prefer to be
doing with our lives. But until the Gov-
ernment moves to undo all the injustices
—every one of them, every last shadow
of colonialism—no amount of bribes,
brutality, threats or promises is going to
deter us from our cause. There will be
no compromise, no surrender and no
sell-out; we will accept nothing less
than total victory. That’s why more and
more black people have faith in us—
because we offer a totally inflexible pro-
gram in terms of our demands for black
people, yet we have steered clear of
doing this in a racist manner, as the
Muslims have done. People are turning
not to Muslims, not to the NAACP, not
to CORE or SNCC but to the Black Pan-
ther Party.

PLAYBOY: Is this happening more among
older people or among the young?
CLEAVER: We're getting older people, but
we’re acquiring particular strength in col-
leges, high schools, junior high schools,
even grammar schools. We count very
heavily on the young, in terms of the
future. The Black Panther Party is a
natural organization for them to join.
It was organized by their peers; it un-
derstands the world the way they under-
stand it. And for the young black male,
the Black Panther Party supplies very
badly needed standards of masculinity.
The result is that all the young chicks
in the black community nowadays relate
to young men who are Black Panthers.
PLAYBOY: You seem to have undergone
quite a change in attitude since you
were their age, when you related not to
black girls but to white women, and in a
decidedly unhealthy way. In Soul on Ice,
you wrote: “Somehow I arrived at the
conclusion that, as a matter of principle,
it was of paramount importance for me
to have an antagonistic, ruthless attitude
toward white women. . . . I had stepped
outside of the white man’s law, which I
repudiated with scorn and self-satisfac-
tion. I became a law unto myself—my
own legislature, my own Supreme Court,
my own executive. . . . Rape was an
insurrectionary act.” Were you really
being completely honest when you attrib-
uted your sexual attacks solely to ideo-
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CLEAVER: Well, at that time, I'd read a
smattering of revolutionary works, though
not with very much understanding. Pas-
sionate things like Lenin’s exhortatory
writings, and Bakunin, and Nechayev’s
Catechism of the Revolutionist. And
Machiavelli. I felt I knew what insur-
rection was and what rebellion was.
So I called rape an insurrectionary act.
But basically, it was my delight in violat-
ing what I conceived of as white men’s
laws, and my delight in defiling white
women in revenge over the way white
men have used black women. I was in a
wild frame of mind and rape was simply
one of the weird forms my rebellion took
at that stage. So it was probably a com-
bination of business and pleasure.

PLAYBOY: You went back to prison in
1958 for a l4-year sentence, after being
convicted of assault with intent to kill
and rape. During the nine years you
served, what changed you to the point at
which you admitted, in Soul on Ice, that
you were wrong? “I had gone astray,” you
wrote, “astray not so much from the white

“man’s law as from being human, civilized

—for I could not approve the act of rape.
Even though I had some insight into my
own motivations, I did not feel justified.
I lost my self-respect. My pride as a man
dissolved and my whole fragile moral
structure seemed to collapse, completely
shattered.”

CLEAVER: I came to realize that the par-
ticular women I had victimized had not
been involved in actively oppressing me
or other black people. I was taking
revenge on them for what the whole
system was responsible for. And as I
thought about it, I felt I had become
less than human. I also came to see that
the price of hating other human beings
is loving oneself less. But this didn’t
happen all at once; beginning to write
was an important part of getting myself
together. In fact, looking back, I started
writing to save myself.

PLAYBOY: In none of your own writing so
far have you gone into any detail about
your formative years and about whether
the pressures on you as a boy in the
ghetto were representative, in your view,
of the pressures on young black people
throughout the society. Were they?
CLEAVER: So much so that I realized very
soon after getting out of prison how
little progress—if any—had been made
in the nine years since I was sent up.
What struck me more than anything else
was the fact that the police still practice
a systematic program to limit the oppor-
tunities in life for black cats by giving
them a police record at an early age.
In my own set, we were always being
stopped and written up by the cops,
even when we hadn’t done anything.
We’'d just be walking down the street
and the pigs would stop us and call in
to see if we were wanted—all of which
would serve to amass a file on us at
headquarters. It’s a general practice in

this country that a young black gets
through this demeaning routine. Byt
only one facet of the institutionaljy
conspiracy against black men in ¢
country—to tame them, to break
spirit. As soon as he becomes awar
his environment, a black kid hag
gauge his conduct and interpret his e
periences in the context of his c¢o
and he has to orient himself to p
environment in terms of how to su
as a black in a racist nation. But at |
there’s been one improvement in
years since I was a kid: Nowadays, bej;
black—thanks to increasing white
pression—has been turned from a |
den into an asset. Out there on
grade school and high school 1
young blacks are no longer up ¢
about their color. They’re proud of
PLAYBOY: Among the manifestatio
that new pride is a decline in so
acceptability of the word ‘“Negro
favor of the terms ‘“Afro-American’
“black.” Is that why you don’t call ye
self or the Panthers “Negroes”?
CLEAVER: I accept the analysis the
lims and particularly Malcolm X
made of the term “Negro.” It’s a
that whites applied to black people
were kidnaped from Africa. And |
torically the term came to mean a
ile, submissive slave type of pe
“Afro-American” and “black,” howt
signify a rebellious person who
and takes on his own identity. T
them to identify myself and I :
them to other black people who
respect. They connote an original
of origin, as well as a pride in co
PLAYBOY: Many of those blacks
frown on the use of the word “Ne
tend to feel the same way about
gration.” Why has this term fallen
disrepute among so many black peo
CLEAVER: It’s become a curse word be
it has not only been of no use to |
people but has prevented them
realizing the need to control their
institutions and to build their:
sources of power. I mean, after all
years of talk about “integratio
hasn’t meant a damn thing but
segregation and more powerlessne
tegration” is a dead word now
insofar as you want to use it to
tize somebody—like I would say
Wilkins, the integrationist.” -
PLAYBOY: W. H. Ferry of the Gentél
the Study of Democratic Instt !
maintains that “integration dOe%
seem likely in the United States ne
in the future. Americans are afr
living with differences.” Do yott &
CLEAVER: Well, talking about the f ul.“
I'd say that’s up to white peopl'ef
black people want now is‘rellet
being controlled and maan“lt‘;l
white people. That could take “3'
of separatfon if white people €0
(concluded on P&



PLAYBOY

PLAYBOY INTERVIEW

to create conditions that make blacks
convinced that total separation is the
only alternative. If, on the other hand,
conditions change sufficiently to end all
exploitation and oppression of black
people, then there is a possibility of inte-
gration in the long run for those who
choose it. But we're a very long way from
that.

PLAYBOY: In which direction would you
like to see America go—toward separa-
tion or integration?

CLEAVER: Keeping in mind that we're
talking about the very long view, it
seems to me we're living in a world that
has become virtually a neighborhood. If
the world is not to destroy itself, the
concept of people going their totally
separate ways is really something that
can’t continue indefinitely. When you
start speaking in ultimate terms, I don’t
see any way in which the world can be
administered for the best interests of
mankind without having a form of
world government that would be respon-
sive and responsible to all the people
of the world—a world government that
would function so that the welfare of no
one segment of the population would be
sacrificed for the enrichment of another.
PLAYBOY: How do you feel about Roy
Wilkins’ claim that America’s black
people really want what the white
middle class already has under capitalism
—split-level homes and all the accouter-
ments of the affluent life?

CLEAVER: There’s no question that black
people want these things and have a
right to them. The question is how to go
about getting them. Many feel that they
can get these things by entering into
the mainstream of American society and
becoming black capitalists. But to oth-
ers, including myself, it’s clear that in
order for black people to have the best
that society and technology are capable
of providing, we need a new kind of
society and a new kind of economic
system. The goal must be to make possi-
ble a more equitable distribution of
goods and services—but also to have a
different set of values, so that things
themselves don’t become a substitute for
life itself. In order to achieve that dual
goal, we're going to have to move to-
ward a new form of socialism. As long as
there is so much stress on private prop-
erty, we're going to have a society of
competition rather than cooperation;
we're going to have the exploited and
the exploiters. Consider all these deeds,
for example, that give people ownership
of the productive and natural resources
of this country. If there’s going to be
any burning, let’s burn up these deeds,
because everybody comes into this world
the same way—naked, crying, without
ownership of anything. The earth is

238 here; it’s given, like air and water, and

(continued from page 108)

I believe everyone should have equal
access to its resources.

I want to see a society purged of
Madison Avenue mind-benders who prop-
agandize people into a mad pursuit of
gadgets. They've conned people into be-
lieving that their lives depend on hav-
ing an electric toothbrush, two cars and
a color-television set in every room.
We've got to rid ourselves of this dread-
ful and all-consuming hunger for things,
this mindless substitution of the rat-race
for a humane life. Only then will people
become capable of relating to other
people on the basis of individual merit,
rather than on the basis of status, prop-
erty and wealth. The values I'm for are
really quite traditional and simple—like
respecting your fellow man, respecting
your parents, respecting your leaders if
they're true leaders. These revolutionary
goals are as old as time itself: Let people
be. Let them fulfill their capacities.
PLAYBOY: The ultimate society you envi-
sion, in Soul on Ice, is one in which
male and female will “realize their true
nature,” thereby closing the present “fis-
sure of society into antagonistic classes”
and regenerating “a dying culture and
civilization alienated from its biology.”
But some critics of the book felt that
you seemed to reserve this new Garden
of Eden for black people, who, you claim,
are “the wealth of a nation, an abundant
supply of unexhausted, unde-essenced
human raw material upon which the
future of the society depends and with
which, through the implacable march of
history to an ever-broader base of democ-
racy and equality, the society will renew
and transform itself.”

CLEAVER: No, it's not limited to black
people. Black or white, the male-female
principle is toward unity. Both black
and white people have to get out of
the bags they’re in to be natural again.
White people have to disabuse them-
selves of the illusion that it’s their job
to rule and that the black man’s job
is to produce labor. And black men have
to use their minds and acquire con-
fidence in the products of their minds.
This doesn’t mean the white man has to
let his mind fall into disuse, but he also
has to relate to his body again, as the
black man does. What I'm saying is that
everyone needs a new understanding of
his total nature, mental and physical.
Only when people, black and white,
start seeing themselves and acting as
total individuals, with bodies and
minds, will they stop assigning exclusive
mental roles to one set of people and
exclusive physical roles to another. Only
then will the primary thrust of life—the
fusion of male and female—be freed of
sociological obstacles. That’s the base of
the kind of social system I want to see, a
society in which a man and a woman
can come as close as possible to total
’

unity on the l_)asis of natural attrac 3
In my own life, the more total]
been able to relate to a particular Wor
an, the more fulfilled I've been.
PLAYBOY: Have you ever been tempted
withdraw from the front lines of
revolutionary social struggle to pur
that process of self-fulfillment in pri\i
life, by writing and raising a family w
your wife Kathleen?

CLEAVER: I could do that. I could wij
draw. I've gotten enough money from
book so that I could get myself a p
away from all this shit. I could go do
to my parole officer and say, “Li
man, I don’t want to go back to pr
I'm going to stop talking revolu
I'm going to start writing poetry
fairy tales, the way you want me to
I won't be a problem anymore. So
about re-evaluating my case and lea
me alone? Live and let live.” I k
they’d go for that, and I wouldn’t
much money to do it, because I'm ;
hung up on material things. But the
is that I feel good working with
people and with the brothers of
Black Panther Party. I'd feel miseral
doing anything else. Hell, most of
life has been involved in conflicts
authority, and now that I've poli
that conflict, I'm very content
working for black liberation. I coul
conceive of myself playing any
role—not even if I have to go back
prison for it. I'm going to do every
I can not to go back to prison, but
can’t compromise my beliefs. I'd rath
be dead than do that. And I may h
violent end, anyway. I'm hearing
and more these days from people te
me to be careful, because they fe
life’s in danger. They may be righ
I say fuck it. i
PLAYBOY: If you are imprisoned or ki
how much confidence do you have
the Black Panther Party or any $
ing group in the revolutionary s
will ultimately prevail?

CLEAVER: I have confidence that
learn from the experiences of o
Every time a black man is murde
speaking out against Oppressio
death is fuel for the struggle to €O
ve. When Malcolm was killed,
didn’t frighten people; his death
more disciples. I can only hope
what I'm doing has any CODSE
value, others will take up the fight
continue it if I'm killed. CHENE
put it the way I feel, w.hen hle
“Wherever death may surprise us,
welcome, provided that this, Ollft'i
cry, may have reached some réceptt
and another hand may ,b'e ext;
wield our weapons.” That's all
pLAYBOY: How do you rate your
of survival?

CLEAVER: I plan to Be around for

while. ]
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