in his final published statement, the fallen civil rights leader points the
way out of america’s racial turmoil into the promised land of true equality

Bv DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

forced to pause; it is not easy to describe a crisis so profound that it has caused the
most powerful nation in the world to stagger in confusion and bewilderment. Today.'s
problems are so acute because the tragic evasions and defaults of several centuries have accumu-
lated to disaster proportions. The luxury of a leisurely approach to urgent solutions—the ease ol
gradualism—was forfeited by ignoring the issues for too long. The nation waited until the black

WHENEVER I AM ASKED my opinion of the current state of the civil rights movement. | am

man was explosive with fury before stirring itself even to partial concern. Confronted now with

the interrelated problems of war, inflation, urban decay, white backlash and a climate of violence,
it is now forced to address itself to race relations and poverty, and it is tragically unprepared.
What might once have been a series of separate problems now merge into a social crisis of almost ‘
stupefying complexity. Gt e i D e

| am not sad that black Americans are rebelling; this was not only inevitable but eminently de-
sirable. Without this magnificent ferment among Negroes, the old evasions and procrastinations
would have continued indefinitely. Black men have slammed the door shut on a past of deadening
passivity. Except for the Reconstruction years, they have never in their long history on American
soil struggled with such creativity and courage for their freedom. These are our bright years of
emergence; though they are painful ones, they cannot be avoided. i

Yet despite the widening of our stride, history is racing forward so rapidly that the;Negro's G

inherited and imposed disadvantages slow him down to an infuriating crawl. Lack of education,
the dislocations of recent urbanization and the hardening of white resistance loom as such tor-
menting roadblocks that the goal sometimes appears not as a fixed point in the future but as a
receding point never to be reached. Still, when doubts emerge, we can remember that only
yesterday Negroes were not only grossly exploited but negated as human beings. They were

invisible in their misery. But the sullen and silent slave of 110 years ago, an object of scorn at

worst or of pity at best, is today’s angry man. He is vibrantly on the move; he is forcing change.
rather than waiting for it in pathetic futility. In less than two decades, he has roared out of slumber
to change so many of his life's conditions that he may yet find the means to accelerate his march
forward and overtake the racing locomotive of history. : : o

These words may have an unexpectedly optimistic ring at'g time when pessimism is t’he‘«p“re-‘ "
vailing mood. People are often surprised to learn that | am an optimist. They know how oftepil .

have been jailed, how frequently the days and nights have been filled with frustration and sorrow,
how bitter and dangerous are my adversaries. They expect these experiences to harden me into
a grim and desperate man. They fail, however, to perceive the sense of affirmation generated by
the challenge of embracing struggle and surmounting obstacles. They have no comprehension ofs
the strength that comes from faith in God and man. It is possible for me to falter, but | am pro-
foundly secure in my knowledge that God loves us; He has not worked out a design for our

failure. Man has the capacity to do right as well as wrong, and his history is a path upward, not el

downward. The past is strewn with the ruins of the empires of tyranny, and each is a monument
not merely to man’s blunders but to his capacity to overcome them. While it is a bitter fact that
in America in 1968, | am denied equality solely because | am black, yet | am not a chattel slave.
Millions of people have fought thousands of battles to enlarge my freedom:; restricted as it still is,
progress has been made. This is why | remain an optimist, though | am also a realist, about the
barriers before us. Why is the issue of equality still so far from solution (continued on page 194 )
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ATESTAMENT OF HOPE (continued from page 175)

in America, a nation that professes itself
to be democratic, inventive, hospitable
to new ideas, rich, productive and awe-
somely powerful? The problem is so
tenacious because, despite its virtues and
attributes, America is deeply racist and
its democracy is flawed both economi-
cally and socially. All too many Ameri-
cans believe justice will unfold painlessly
or that its absence for black people will
be tolerated tranquilly.

Justice for black people will not flow
into society merely from court decisions
nor from fountains of political oratory.
Nor will a few token changes quell all
the tempestuous yearnings of millions
of disadvantaged black people. White
America must recognize that justice for
black people cannot be achieved with-
out radical changes in the structure of
our society. The comfortable, the en-
trenched, the privileged cannot continue
to tremble at the prospect of change in
the status quo.

Stephen Vincent Benét had a message
for both white and black Americans in
the title of a story, Freedom Is a Hard
Bought Thing. When millions of people
have been cheated for centuries, resti-
tution is a costly process. Inferior edu-
cation, poor housing, unemployment,
inadequate health care—each is a bitter
component of the oppression that has
been our heritage. Each will require bil-
lions of dollars to correct. Justice so long
deferred has accumulated interest and its
cost for this society will be substantial in
financial as well as human terms. This
fact has not been fully grasped, because
most of the gains of the past decade
were obtained at bargain rates. The
desegregation of public facilities cost
nothing; neither did the election and ap-
pointment of a few black public officials.

The price of progress would have
been high enough at the best of times,
but we are in an agonizing national
crisis because a complex of profound
problems has intersected in an explosive
mixture. The black surge toward free-
dom has raised justifiable demands for
racial justice in our major cities at a

" time when all the problems of city life

have simultaneously erupted. Schools,
transportation, water supply, traffic and
crime would have been municipal ago-

'nies whether or not Negroes lived in

our cities. The anarchy of unplanned
city growth was destined to confound our
confidence. What is unique to" this peri-
od is our inability to arrange an order
of priorities that promises solutions that
are decent and just.

Millions of Americans are coming to
see that we are fighting an immoral war
that costs nearly 30 billion dollars a
year, that we are perpetuating racism,
that we are tolerating almost 40,000,000

194 poor during an overflowing material

abundance. Yet they remain helpless
to end the war, to feed the hungry, to
make brotherhood a reality; this has to
shake our faith in ourselves. If we look
honestly at the realities of our national
life, it is clear that we are not marching
forward; we are groping and stumbling;
we are divided and confused. Our moral
values and our spiritual confidence sink,
even as our material wealth ascends. In
these trying circumstances, the black rev-
olution is much more than a struggle for
the rights of Negroes. It is forcing Amer-
ica to face all its interrelated flaws—rac-
ism, poverty, militarism and materialism.
It is exposing evils that are rooted deep-
ly in the whole structure of our society.
It reveals systemic rather than superficial
flaws and suggests that radical recon-
struction of society itself is the real issue
to be faced.

It is time that we stopped our blithe
lip service to the guarantees of life, liber-
ty and pursuit of happiness. These fine
sentiments are embodied in the Declara-
tion of Independence, but that document
was always a declaration of intent rather
than of reality. There were slaves when
it was written; there were still slaves
when it was adopted; and to this day,
black Americans have not life, liberty
nor the privilege of pursuing happiness,
and millions of poor white Americans
are in economic bondage that is scarcely
less oppressive. Americans who genuinely
treasure our national ideals, who know
they are still elusive dreams for all too
many, should welcome the stirring of
Negro demands. They are shattering the
complacency that allowed a multitude of
social evils to accumulate. Negro agita-
tion is requiring America to re-examine
its comforting myths and may yet catalyze
the drastic reforms that will save us from
social catastrophe.

In indicting white America for its
ingrained and tenacious racism, I am us-
ing the term “white” to describe the ma-
jority, not all who are white. We have
found that there are many white people
who clearly perceive the justice of the
Negro struggle for human dignity.
Many of them joined our struggle and
displayed heroism no less inspiring
than that of black people. More than a
few died by our side; their memories are
cherished and are undimmed by time.

Yet the largest part of white America
is still poisoned by racism, which is as
native to our soil as pine trees, sage-

brush and buffalo grass. Equally native

to us is the concept that gross exploita-
tion of the Negro is acceptable, if not
commendable. Many whites who con-
cede that Negroes should have equal
access to public facilities and the un-
trammeled right to vote cannot under-
stand that we do not intend to remain
in the basement of the economic struc-

ture; they cannot understand why a por-. g
ter or a housemaid would dare dream of
a day when his work will be more usefy]
more remunerative and a paLhWay to~ 0
ri.sing. opportunity. This incomprehep.
sion is a heavy burden in our efforgs to
win white allies for the long struggle.

But the American Negro has in his
nature the spiritual and worldly forgj.
tude to eventually win his struggle for
Justice and freedom. It is a mora] forti-
tude that has been forged by centuries
of oppression. In their sorrow and their
!mr(.lshl['), Negr‘oes. have become almost
instinctively cohesive. We band togethegl
readily; and against white hostility, v
have an intense and wholesome loyalty”
to one another. But we cannot win our
struggle for justice all alone, nor do |
think that most Negroes want to exclude
well-intentioned whites from participa-
tion in the black revolution. I believe
there is an important place in our strug-
gle for white liberals and I hope that
their present estrangement from our
movement is only temporary. But many,:
white people in the past joined our
movement with a kind of messianic faith
that they were going to save the Negro
and solve all of his problems very quic
ly. They tended, in some instances, to
be rather aggressive and insensitive to
the opinions and abilities of the black:
people with whom they were working;
this has been .especially true of studen
In many cases, they simply did not know}
how to work in a 'suppor[ing, secondarf
role. I think this problem became most
evident when young men and women
from elite Northern universities cam
down to Mississippi to work with thi
black students at Tougaloo and Rust co
leges, who were not quite as articulate,
didn’t type quite as fast and were not as:
sophisticated. Inevitably, feeling of whit
paternalism and black inferiority .
came exaggerated. The Negroes who e
belled against white liberals were trying
to assert their own equality and to ca
off the mantle of paternalism. ;

Fortunately, we haven’t had this prob=
lem in the Southern Christian Leader:
ship Conference. Most of the whit -
people who were working with ‘us 1
1962 and 1963 are still with us. We have
always enjoyed a relationship of mutud
respect. But I think a great many white
liberals outside S.C.L.GC. iSO
learned this basic lesson in human felf‘f
tions, thanks largely to Jimmy Baldw“—;
and others who have articulatfid somzl:i‘
the problems of being black in & I -
racial society. And I am happy t0 re 1
that relationships between whites 1,
Negroes in the human rights mOVEeRs
are now on a much healthl’er basns.

In society at large, abrasnor—l“b bettw
the races is far more evident=3%

tions
hostility was always there. Rela

i 1se
day are different only 1n the se .
3 . (continued on page 23L
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es are expressing the feelings tl.lat
Jong muted. The constructive
ents of the decade 1955 to 1965
Everyone underestimated
the amount of violence and rage Ne-

oes Were suppressing'and .th_e vast
amount of bigotry the whlte_ majority was
disguising- All-black -orgal?lzatlons are a
reflection of that ahenatlon—bu't they
are only a contemporary way station on
: eedom. They are a product

the road to fr G | P
of this period of identity crisis and
the human

directionless confusion. As

rights movement becomes more  con-
fident and aggressive, more nonviolently
active, many of these emotional ar.ld
intellectual problems will be resolved in
the heat of battle, and we will not ask
what is our neighbor’s color but whether
he is a brother in the pursuit of racial
justice. For much of the fervent idealism
of the white liberals has been supple-
mented recently by a dispassionate rec-
ognition of some of the cold realities of
the struggle for that justice.

One of the most basic of these realities
was pointed out by the President’s Riot
Commission, which observed that the na-
ture of the American economy in the late
19th and early 20th Centuries made it
possible for the Kuropean immigrants
of that time to escape from poverty. It
was an economy that had room for—
even a great need for—unskilled manual
labor. Jobs were available for willing
workers, even those with the educa-
tional and language liabilities they had
brought with them. But the American
cconomy today is radically different.
There are fewer and fewer jobs for the
Culturally and educationally deprived;
thus does present-day poverty feed upon
and perpetuate itself. The Negro today
cannot escape from his ghetto in the
fvay.that Irish, Italian, Jewish and Pol-
ish immigrants escaped from their ghet-
tos 50 years ago. New methods of escape
must be found. And one of these roads
10 escape will be a more equitable shar-
g of political power between Negroes
and whites. Integration is meaningless
:’;;:Em fth~e sharix_}g of power. When I
TOmant(i)c ll.ltrf.zgrum‘)n, I don’t mean a
sharing Ofrmmr}f?r of colors, I mean a real
e p’c;“cr and respo.nabxhty.-“/'e
going o b B e B Shae s s
e e much mox:e (1}ﬂicult for us
B any cithcr minority. After all,
3 brutaﬁanUIW hél.s been so constant-

& beCauy anc d?hberately exploited.

se of this very exploitation
€groes brin speciz iri |
mora] Cont'g a special spfrltual and
ribution to American life—a

Contrj 2 §
gy tion without which  America
not survive,

Negro
were SO

achievem
decei"ed us.

gratiof; I;I;Shcations of true racial intey
Kope. | 1 ymore‘than just national in
on’t believe we can have world

Until America has an “integrated”

7

foreign policy. Our disastrous experi-
ences in Vietnam and the Dominican
Republic have been, in one sense, a
result of racist decision making. Men of
the white West, whether or not they like
it, have grown up in a racist culture,
and their thinking is colored by that
fact. They have been fed on a false
mythology and tradition that blinds
them to the aspirations and talents of
other men. They don’t really respect
anyone who is not white. But we simply
cannot have peace in the world without
mutual respect. I honestly feel that a
man without racial blinders—or, even
better, a man with personal experience
of racial discrimination—would be in a
much better position to make policy
decisions and to conduct negotiations
with the underprivileged and emerging
nations of the world (or even with Cas-
tro, for that matter) than would an
Eisenhower or a Dulles.

The American Marines might not even
have been needed in Santo Domingo,
had the American ambassador there been
a man who was sensitive to the color
dynamics that pervade the national life
of the Dominican Republic. Black men
in positions of power in the business
world would not be so unconscionable as
to trade or traffic with the Union of
South Africa, nor would they be so in-
sensitive to the problems and needs of
Latin America that they would continue
the patterns of American exploitation

that now prevail there. When we replace
the rabidly segregationist chairman of the
Armed Services Committee with a man
of good will, when our ambassadors
reflect a creative and wholesome inter-
racial background, rather than a cultural
heritage that is a conglomeration of
Texas and Georgia politics, then we
will be able to bring about a qualitative
difference in the nature of American
foreign policy. This is what we mean
when we talk about redeeming the soul
of America. Let me make it clear that I
don’t think white men have a monopoly
on sin or greed. But I think there has
been a kind of collective experience—a
kind of shared misery in the black com-
munity—that makes it a little harder for
us to exploit other people.

I have come to hope that American
Negroes can be a bridge between white
civilization and the nonwhite nations of
the world, because we have roots in
both. Spiritually, Negroes identify un-
derstandably with Africa, an identifica-
tion that is rooted largely in our color;
but all of us are a part of the white-
American world, too. Our education has
been Western and our language, our
attitudes—though we sometimes tend to
deny it—are very much influenced by
Western civilization. Even our emotional
life has been disciplined and sometimes
stiffied and inhibited by an essentially
European upbringing. So, although in
one sense we are neither, in another
sense we are both Americans and Afri-
cans. Our very bloodlines are a mixture.
I hope and feel that out of the univer-

“Sorry to bother you, chief, but we
had a little disturbance in the dolly works!

$2]
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sality of our experience, we can help
make peace and harmony in this world
more possible.

Although American Negroes could, if
they were in decision-making positions,
give aid and encouragement to the un-
derprivileged and disenfranchised people
in other lands, I don’t think it can
work the other way around. I don’t
think the nonwhites in other parts of
the world can really be of any concrete
help to us, given their own problems of
development and self-determination. In
fact, American Negroes have greater
collective buying power than Canada,
greater than all four of the Scandinavi-
an countries combined. American Ne-
groes have greater economic potential
than most of the nations—perhaps even
more than all of the nations—of Africa.
We don’t need to look for help from
some power outside the boundaries of
our country, except in the sense of sym-
pathy and identification. OQur challenge,
rather, is to organize the power we al-
ready have in our midst. The Newark
riots, for example, could certainly have
been prevented by a more aggressive
political involvement on the part of
that city’s Negroes. There is utterly no
reason Addonizio should be the mayor of
Newark, with the Negro majority that
exists in that city. Gary, Indiana, is
another tinderbox city; but its black
mayor, Richard Hatcher, has given Ne-
groes a new faith in the effectiveness of
the political process.

One of the most basic weapons in the
fight for social justice will be the cumu-
lative political power of the Negro. I
can foresee the Negro vote becoming
consistently the decisive vote in national
elections. It is already decisive in states
that have large numbers of electoral
votes. Even today, the Negroes in New
York City strongly influence how New
York State will go in national elections,
and the Negroes of Chicago have a simi-
lar leverage in Illinois. Negroes are even
the decisive balance of power in the
elections in Georgia, South Carolina and
Virginia. So the party and the candidate
that get the support of the Negro voter
in national elections have a very definite
edge, and we intend to use this fact to
win advances in the struggle for human
rights. I have every confidence that the
black vote will ultimately help unseat
the diehard opponents of equal rights in
Congress—who are, incidentally, reac-
tionary on all issues. But the Negro com-
munity cannot win this victory alone;
indeed, it would be an empty victory
even if the Negroes could win it alone.
Intelligent men of good will everywhere
must see this as their task and contribute
to its support.

The election of Negro mayors, such as
Hatcher, in some of the nation’s larger
cities has also had a tremendous psycho-
232 logical impact upon the Negro. It has
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shown him that he has the potential to
participate in the determination of his
own destiny—and that of society. We
will see more Negro mayors in major
cities in the next ten years, but this is
not the ultimate answer. Mayors are rela-
tively impotent figures in the scheme
of national politics. Even a white mayor
such as John Lindsay of New York sim-
ply does not have the money and re-
sources to deal with the problems of his
city. The necessary money to deal with
urban problems must come from the
Federal Government, and this money is
ultimately controlled by the Congress of
the United States. The success of these
enlightened mayors is entirely depend-
ent upon the financial support made
available by Washington.

The past record of the Federal Gov-
ernment, however, has not been encour-
aging. No President has really done very
much for the American Negro, though
the past two Presidents have received
much undeserved credit for helping us.
This credit has accrued to Lyndon John-
son and John Kennedy only because it
was during their Administrations that
Negroes began doing more for them-
selves. Kennedy didn’t voluntarily sub-
mit a civil rights bill, nor did Lyndon
Johnson. In fact, both told us at one
time that such legislation was impossi-
ble. President Johnson did respond real-
istically to the signs of the times and
used his skills as a legislator to get bills
through Congress that other men might
not have gotten through. I must point
out, in all honesty, however, that Presi-
dent Johnson has not been nearly so
diligent in implementing the bills he
has helped shepherd through Congress.

Of the ten titles of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act, probably only the one
concerning public accommodations—the
most bitterly contested section—has been
meaningfully enforced and implemented.
Most of the other sections have been
deliberately ignored. The same is true
of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, which
provides for Federal referees to monitor
the registration of voters in counties
where Negroes have systematically been
denied the right to vote. Yet of the some
900 counties that are eligible for Feder-
al referees, only 58 counties to date have
had them. The 842 other counties re-
main essentially just as they were before
the march on Selma. Look at the pat-
tern of Federal referees in Mississippi,
for example. They are dispersed in a
manner that gives the appearance of
change without any real prospect of
actually shifting political power or giv-
ing Negroes a genuine opportunity to
be represented in the government of
their state. There is a similar pattern in
Alabama, even though that state is cur-
rently at odds with the Democratic Ad-
ministration in Washington because of
George Wallace. Georgia, until just re-

cently, had‘ no Federal referees o an','
not even in the hard-core blackebel
counties. I think it is significant thatl
there are no Federal referees at all in
the home districts of the most powe‘rful;'
Southern Senators—particularly Sena.
tors Russell, Eastland and Talmadge :
The power and moral corruption of thesé
Senators remain unchallenged, despite
the weapon for change the legislation
promised to l'>e. Reform was thwarted
when the legislation was inadequately‘
enforced.

But not all is bad in the South, by:
any means. Though the fruits of our.
struggle have sometimes been nothingy
more than bitter despair, I must admit
there have been some hopeful sl
some meaningful successes. One of the
most hopeful of these changes is the
attitude of the Southern Negro himself,
Benign acceptance of second-class citi-
zenship has been displaced by vigorous
demands for full citizenship rights and
opportunities. In fact, most of our con-
crete accomplishments have been limited
largely to the South. We have put an
end to racial segregation in the South;
we have brought about the beginnings of
reform in the political system; and, as .
incongruous as it may seem, a Negro'"
is probably safer in most Southern cities
than he is in the cities of the North. We
have confronted the racist policemen of
the South and demanded reforms in the:
police departments. We have confronted |
the Southern racist power structure and
we have elected Negro and liberal white:
candidates through much of the South™
in the past ten years. George Wallace is -
certainly an exception, and Lester Mad-
dox is a sociological fossil. But despite
these anachronisms, at the city and
county level, there is a new respect for
black votes and black citizenship that=
just did not exist ten years ago. Thought
school integration has moved at a de
pressingly slow rate in the South, 1ts
has moved. Of far more significance 15
the fact that we have learned that th.e»
integration of schools does not necessart=s
ly solve the inadequacy of schools. Whlt(i
schools are often just about as bad a.ST
black schools, and integrated sdlools}
sometimes tend to merge the problems of
the two without solving either of them:

There is progress in the South, hOW'A_:"
ever—progress expressed by the presenC(;.
of Negroes in the Georgia House OF
Representatives, in the election of 4
Negro to the Mississippi House of RC!;‘
resentatives, in the election of a blac
sheriff in Tuskegee, Alabama, and, most
especially, in the integration of POlt‘::-
forces throughout the Southern states
There are now even Negro deputy Shfr'
iffs in such black-belt areas as Dallas
County, Alabama. Just three years ag'(r)x’t:'
Negro could be beaten for going ]t i
the county courthouse in Dallas Cqunsy(:
now Negroes share in running 1t -
there are some changes. But the chang

V'

sically in the social and political
the problems we now face—pro-
s, better housing and better
for the poor throughout the
couﬂtrY’Wﬂ,l require money for their
solution, a fact that.makes those solu-
tions all the more difficult. )
The need for solutions, meanwhile,
becomes 1MOTE UIgENt every day: because
these problems are far more serious now
than they were just a few years ago.
Before 1964, things were getting better
economically for the Negro; but after
that year, things bengn to take a tl.lrl’l
for the worse. In partlcglar, automation
began to cut into our jobs very badly,
and this snuffed out the few sparks of
hope the black people had begun to
nurture. As long as there was some
measurable and steady economic prog-
ress, Negroes were willing and able to
press harder and work harder and hope
for something better. But when the door
began to close on the few avenues of
progress, then hopeless despair began to
set in.

The fact that most white people do
not comprehend this situation—which
prevails in the North as well as in the
South—is due largely to the press, which
molds the opinions of the white commu-
nity. Many whites hasten to congratulate
themselves on what little progress we
Negroes have made. I'm sure that most
whites felt that with the passage of the
1964 Civil Rights Act, all race problems
were automatically solved. Because most
white people are so far removed from
the life of the average Negro, there has
been little to challenge this assumption.
Yet Negroes continue to live with racism
every day. It doesn’t matter where we
are individually in the scheme of things,
how near we may be either to the top or
to the bottom of society; the cold facts of
racism slap each one of us in the face. A
friend of mine is a lawyer, one of the
most brilliant young men I know. Were
he a white lawyer, I have no doubt that
he would be in a $100,000 job with a
Mmajor corporation or heading his own
Idependent firm. As it is, he makes a
mere $20,000 a year. This may seem like
a lot of money and, to most of us, it is;
but the point is that this young man’s
Background and abilities would, if his
skm. color were different, entitle him to
4N income many times that amount.
insIu:;;ln,t tl.lillk there is a sipgle major
lawyersceE COmp‘an.y that hlre.s Negro
Federal. C\'en within the agencies of the

) >overnment, most Negro em-
pa(:l};ieflflar(; in the lower echelons; only a
- areo' Negroe.s in Federal employ-
: I upper-income brackets. This

IS 3 o : !
i Situation that cuts across this coun-
Iy's €conomic

are ba
areas;
viding job
education

e spectrum. The Chicago
B cague Trecently conducted a re-
'#lit Project in the Kenwood commu-

Y on the South Side. They discovered

that : .
the average educational grade level

of Negroes in that community was 10.6
years and the median income was about
$4200 a year. In nearby Gage Park, the
median educational grade level of the
whites was 8.6 years, but the median
income was $9600 per year. In fact,
the average white high school dropout
makes as much as, if not more than, the
average Negro college graduate.
Solutions for these problems, urgent
as they are, must be constructive and
rational. Rioting and violence provide
no solutions for economic problems.
Much of the justification for rioting has
come from the thesis—originally set
forth by Franz Fanon—that violence has
a certain cleansing effect. Perhaps, in a
special psychological sense, he may have
had a point. But we have seen a better
and more constructive cleansing process
in our nonviolent demonstrations. An-
other theory to justify violent revolution
is that rioting enables Negroes to over-
come their fear of the white man. But
they are just as afraid of the power
structure after a riot as before. I remem-
ber that was true when our staff went
into Rochester, New York, after the riot
of 1964. When we discussed the possibil-
ity of going down to talk with the
police, the people who had been most
aggressive in the violence were afraid to
talk. They still had a sense of infe-

riority; and not until they were bol-
stered by the presence of our staff and
given reassurance of their political
power and the rightness of their cause
and the justness of their grievances were
they able and willing to sit down and
talk to the police chief and the city
manager about the conditions that had
produced the riot.

As a matter of fact, I think the aura
of paramilitarism among the black mili-
tant groups speaks much more of fear
than it does of confidence. I know, in
my own experience, that I was much
more afraid in Montgomery when I had
a gun in my house. When I decided
that, as a teacher of the philosophy of
nonviolence, I couldn’t keep a gun, I
came face to face with the question of
death and I dealt with it. And from that
point on, I no longer needed a gun nor
have I been afraid. Ultimately, one’s
sense of manhood must come from with-
in him.

The riots in Negro ghettos have been,
in one sense, merely another expression
of the growing climate of violence in
America. When a culture begins to feel
threatened by its own inadequacies, the
majority of men tend to prop themselves
up by artificial means, rather than dig
down deep into their spiritual and cul-
tural wellsprings. America seems to have 933




reached this point. Americans as a whole
feel threatened by communism on one
hand and, on the other, by the rising
tide of aspirations among the undevel-
oped nations. I think most Americans
know in their hearts that their country
has been terribly wrong in its dealings
with other peoples around the world.
When Rome began to disintegrate from
within, it turned to a strengthening of
the military establishment, rather than
to a correction of the corruption within
the society. We are doing the same thing
in this country and the result will prob-
ably be the same—unless, and here I
admit to a bit of chauvinism, the black
man in America can provide a new soul
force for all Americans, a new expres-
sion of the American dream that need
not be realized at the expense of other
men around the world, but a dream of
opportunity and life that can be shared
with the rest of the world.

It seems glaringly obvious to me that
the development of a humanitarian
means of dealing with some of the social
problems of the world—and the correla-
tive revolution in American values that
this will entail—is a much better way of
protecting ourselves against the threat of
violence than the military means we
have chosen. On these grounds, I must
indict the Johnson Administration. It has
seemed amazingly devoid of statesman-
ship; and when creative statesmanship
wanes, irrational militarism increases. In
this sense, President Kennedy was far
more of a statesman than President
Johnson. He was a man who was big
enough to admit when he was wrong—
as he did after the Bay of Pigs incident.
But Lyndon Johnson seems to be unable
to make this kind of statesmanlike ges-
ture in connection with Vietnam. And I
think that this has led, as Senator Ful-
bright has said, to such a strengthening
of the military-industrial complex of this
country that the President now finds
himself almost totally trapped by it.
Even at this point, when he can readily
summon popular support to end the
bombing in Vietnam, he persists. Yet
bombs in Vietnam also explode at
home; they destroy the hopes and possi-
bilities for a decent America.

In our efforts to dispel this atmos-
phere of violence in this country, we
cannot afford to overlook the root cause
of the riots. The President’s Riot Com-
mission concluded that most violence-
prone Negroes are teenagers or young
adults who, almost invariably, are un-
deremployed (‘“underemployed” means
working every day but earning an in-
come below the poverty level) or who
are employed in menial jobs. And ac-
cording to a recent Department of Labor
statistical report, 24.8 percent of Negro
youth are currently unemployed, a statis-
tic that does not include the drifters
who avoid the census takers. Actually,
234 it’s my guess that the statistics are very,
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very conservative in this area. The Bu-
reau of the Census has admitted a ten-
percent error in this age group, and the
unemployment statistics are based on
those who are actually applying for jobs.

But it isn’t just a lack of work; it’s
also a lack of meaningful work. In
Cleveland, 58 percent of the young men
between the ages of 16 and 25 were
estimated to be either unemployed or
underemployed. This appalling situa-
tion is probably 90 percent of the root
cause of the Negro riots. A Negro who
has finished high school often watches
his white classmates go out into the job
market and earn $100 a week, while he,
because he is black, is expected to work
for $40 a week. Hence, there is a tre-
mendous hostility and resentment that
only a difference in race keeps him out
of an adequate job. This situation is
social dynamite. When you add the lack
of recreational facilities and adequate
job counseling, and the continuation of
an aggressively hostile police environ-
ment, you have a truly explosive situa-
tion. Any night on any street corner in
any Negro ghetto of the country, a nerv-
ous policeman can start a riot simply by
being impolite or by expressing racial
prejudice. And white people are sadly
unaware how routinely and frequently
this occurs.

It hardly needs to be said that solu-
tions to these critical problems are over-
whelmingly urgent. The President’s Riot
Commission recommended that funds
for summer programs aimed at young
Negroes should be increased. New York
is already spending more on its special
summer programs than on its year-round
poverty efforts, but these are only tenta-
tive and emergency steps toward a truly
meaningful and permanent solution.
And the negative thinking in this area
voiced by many whites does not help the
situation. Unfortunately, many white
people think that we merely “reward” a
rioter by taking positive action to better
his situation. What these white people
do not realize is that the Negroes who
riot have given up on America. When
nothing is done to alleviate their plight,
this merely confirms the Negroes’ convic-
tion that America is a hopelessly deca-
dent society. When something positive is
done, however, when constructive action
follows a riot, a rioter’s despair is al-
layed and he is forced to re-evaluate
America and to consider whether some
good might eventually come from our
society after all.

But, I repeat, the recent curative steps
that have been taken are, at best, inade-
quate. The summer poverty programs,
like most other Government projects,
function well in some places and are
totally ineffective in others. The dif-
ference, in large measure, is one of
citizen participation; that is the key to
success or failure. In cases such as the
Farmers’ Marketing Cooperative Associa-

tion in' the black belt of Alabama and';
the Child Development Group in Mjs.
sissippi, where the people were Teally
involved in the. planning and action of
the program, it was one of theNpEt
experiences in s:elf-help and grass-roots
initiative. But in places like Chicago,
where poverty programs are used stricqy“.
as a t.ool of the political machinery ang
for dispensing party patronage, the very
concept of helping the poor is defiled
and the poverty program becomes just"_
another form of enslavement. I still
wouldn’t want to do away with it
though, even in Chicago. We must sim-
ply fight at both the local and the
national levels to gain as much commu-
nity control as possible over the poverty
program. E:
But there is no single answer to the
plight of the American Negro. Condi-
tions and needs vary greatly in different
sections of the country. I think that the
place to start, however, is in the area of
human relations, and especially in the
area of community-police relations. This
is a sensitive and touchy problem that
has rarely been adequately emphasized.
Virtually every riot has begun from
some police action. If you try to tell the
people in most Negro communities that
the police are their friends, they just
laugh at you. Obviously, something des-
perately needs to be done to correct this.
I have been particularly impressed by
the fact that even in the state of Missis-
sippi, where the FBI did a significant
training job with the Mississippi police,
the police are much more courteous to
Negroes than they are in Chicago or
New York. Our police forces simply
must develop an attitude of courtesy
and respect for the ordinary citizen. If
we can just stop policemen from using
profanity in their encounters with black =
people, we will have accomplished a lot.
In the larger sense, police must cease
being occupation troops in the ghetto
and start protecting its residents. Yet
very few cities have really faced up to =
this problem and tried to do something -
about it. It is the most abrasive element
in ‘Negro-white relations, but it is the
last to be scientifically and objectively
appraised. ;
When you go beyond a relatively sim-
ple though serious problem such as po-
lice racism, however, you begin to g€t
into all the complexities of the modern
American economy. Urban transit sys-
tems in most American cities, for exam-
ple, have become a genuine civil rights 4
issue—and a valid one—because the -Ia}’-
out of rapid-transit systems determines
the accessibility of jobs to the black
community. If transportation systems 11t
American cities could be laid out so as to
provide an opportunity for poor PCOPle
to get meaningful employment, then
they couldgbegin to move into the main-
stream of American life. A good ffxam'
ple of this problem is my home city of 3
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Atlanta, where the rapid-transit system
has been laid out for the convenience of
the white upper-middle-class suburbanites
who commute to their jobs downtown.
The system has virtually no consideration
for connecting the poor people with their
jobs. There is only one possible explana-
tion for this situation, and that is the
racist blindness of city planners.

The same problems are to be found
in the areas of rent supplement and
low-income housing. The relevance of
these issues to human relations and hu-
man rights cannot be overemphasized.
The kind of house a man lives in, along
with the quality of his employment, de-
termines, to a large degree, the quality
of his family life. I have known too
many people in my own parish in Atlan-
ta who, because they were living in
overcrowded apartments, were constant-
ly bickering with other members of
their families—a situation that produced
many kinds of severe dysfunctions in
family relations. And yet I have seen
these same families achieve harmony
when they were able to afford a house
allowing for a little personal privacy
and freedom of movement.

All these human-relations problems
are complex and related, and it’s very
difficult to assign priorities—especially as
long as the Vietnam war continues. The
Great Society has become a victim of the
war. I think there was a sincere desire in
this country four or five years ago to
move toward a genuinely great society,
and I have little doubt that there would
have been a gradual increase in Federal
expenditures in this direction, rather
than the gradual decline that has oc-
curred, if the war in Vietnam had been
avoided.

One of the incongruities of this situa-
tion is the fact that such a large number
of the soldiers in the Armed Forces in
Vietnam—especially the front-line sol-
diers who are actually doing the fighting
—are Negroes. Negroes have always held
the hope that if they really demonstrate
that they are great soldiers and if they
really fight for America and help save
American democracy, then when they
come back home, America will treat
them better. This has not been the case.
Negro soldiers returning from World
War One were met with race riots, job
discrimination and continuation of the
bigotry that they had experienced be-
fore. After World War Two, the GI Bill
did offer some hope for a better life to
those who had the educational back-
ground to take advantage of it, and
there was proportionately less turmoil.
But for the Negro GI, military service
still represents a means of escape from
the oppressive ghettos of the rural South
and the urban North. He often sees the
Army as an avenue for educational op-
portunities and job training. He sees in
the military uniform a symbol of dignity
that has long been denied him by socie-

ty. The tragedy in this is that military
service is probably the only possible es-
cape for most young Negro men. Many
of them go into the Army, risking death,
in order that they might have a few of
the human possibilities of life. They
know that life in the city ghetto or life
in the rural South almost certainly
means jail or death or humiliation. And
so, by comparison, military service is
really the lesser risk.

One young man on our staff, Hosea
Williams, returned from the foxholes of
Germany a 60-percent-disabled veteran.
After 13 months in a veterans’ hospital,
he went back to his home town of Atta-
pulgus, Georgia. On his way home, he
went into a bus station at Americus,
Georgia, to get a drink of water while
waiting for his next bus. And while he
stood there on his crutches, drinking
from the fountain, he was beaten savage-
ly by white hoodlums. This pathetic inci-
dent is all too typical of the treatment
received by Negroes in this country—not
only physical brutality but brutal discrim-
ination when a Negro tries to buy a
house, and brutal violence against the
Negro’s soul when he finds himself denied
a job that he knows he is qualified for.

There is also the violence of having to
live in a community and pay higher con-
sumer prices for goods or higher rent for
equivalent housing than are charged in
the white areas of the city. Do you know
that a can of beans almost always costs
a few cents more in grocery chain stores
located in the Negro ghetto than in a
store of that same chain located in the
upper-middle-class suburbs, where the
median income is five times as high?
The Negro knows it, because he works
in the white man’s house as a cook or a
gardener. And what do you think this
knowledge does to his soul? How do you
think it affects his view of the society he
lives in? How can you expect anything
but disillusionment and bitterness? The
question that now faces us is whether we
can turn the Negro’s disillusionment
and bitterness into hope and faith in
the essential goodness of the American
system. If we don’t, our society will
crumble.

It is a paradox that those Negroes
who have given up on America are
doing more to improve it than are its
professional patriots. They are stirring
the mass of smug, somnolent citizens,
who are neither evil nor good, to an
awareness of crisis. The confrontation
involves not only their morality but
their self-interest, and that combination
promises to evoke positive action. This
is not a nation of venal people. It is a
land of individuals who, in the majority,
have not cared, who have been heartless
about their black neighbors because
their ears are blocked and their eyes
blinded by the tragic myth that Negroes
endure abuse without pain or com-
plaint. Even when protest flared and
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denied the myth, they were feq
doctrines of inhumanity that a
that Negroes were arrogant, lawless .
u.ngrateful. Habitual white discrimj
tion was transformed into white ba
lash. But for some, the lies had lost th
grip and an internal disquiet grew,
erty and discrimination were unden A
.real; they scarred th_e nation; they d
ied our honor and diminished our pride
An insistent question defied evasg
Was security for some being purcha
at the price of degradation for oth,
Everything in our traditions said
kind of injustice was the system of the
past or of other nations. And yet the
it was, abroad in our own land,
Thus was born—particularly in
young generation—a spirit of dis
that ranged from superficial disavo
of the old values to total commitment
wholesale, drastic and immediate so
reform. Yet all of it was dissent. Theij
voice is still a minority; but united w
millions of black protesting voices, it
become a sound of distant thunder
creasing in volume with the gathering o
storm clouds. This dissent is America
hope. It shines in the long tradition o
American ideals that began with coura-
geous minutemen in New England, tha
continued in the Abolitionist movemen
that re-emerged in the Populist revo
and, decades later, that burst forth to
elect Franklin Roosevelt and Jobhn F.
Kennedy. Today’s dissenters tell the com-
placent majority that the time has come
when further evasion of social responsi-
bility in a turbulent world will cou
disaster and death. America has not yet
changed because so many think it need
not change, but this is the illusion of
the damned. America must change be-
cause 23,000,000 black citizens will
longer live supinely in a wretched past.
They have left the valley of despair; they
have found strength in struggle; and:
whether they live or die, they shall never,
crawl nor retreat again. Joined by white
allies, they will shake the prison walls.
until they fall. America must change.
A voice out of Bethlehem 2000 years
ago said that all men are equal. It said
right would triumph. Jesus of Nazareth
wrote no books; he owned no propert
to endow him with influence. He had no
friends in the courts of the powerful-,r
But he changed the course of manlflnd'
with only the poor and the despised.
Naive and unsophisticated though W€
may be, the poor and despised c?f the
20th Century will revolutionize this e}'a't
In our “arrogance, lawlessness and 0=
gratitude,” we will fight for human ju=y
tice, brotherhood, secure peace and‘_
abundance for all. When we have WO
these—in a spirit of unshakable non=
violence—then, in luminous sp!endof,, j
the Christian era will truly begin.
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