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Recognition of Virginia civil rights
tigures Barbara Johns, Reuben Lawson
advances in Washington

The proposed model of Johns for the U.S. Capitol wins first-round approval. U.S. Senate votes to rename federal courthouse in

Roanoke after Lawson.
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Recognition of civil rights igures from Prince Edward County and STORIES

Roanoke advanced Wednesday in separate actions in Washington.

Chicago company proposed
donating hospital building to

The Commission on Historical Statues in the U.S. Capitol has approved the Patrick County — for a price

model of the statue of Barbara Rose Johns, the teenager who led a walk-out ¢ Scores from the VHSL and
ﬂﬁl VISAA state basketball

from a segregated school in Prince Edward County in 1951, that will quarterfinals

replace the state’s statue of Robert E. Lee. Bedford is one of the state's

fastest-growing counties. It's
. . L x also seeing enrollment decline
Meanwhile, the U.S. Senate unanimously approved legislation to rename so much it might have to close

a school.

the federal courthouse in Roanoke after the late civil rights lawyer Reuben
More than 100 years after its
founding, a former segregated
school will get a historic
marker

Lawson, although the measure faces an uncertain future in the House.

Barbara Johns
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The commission’s decision paves
the way for the state to seek
approval of the model, created by TIP PAGE

sculptor Steven Weitzman, from

the Architect of the Capitol,
according to a news release

announcing the initial approval.
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A foundry in Pennsylvania will begin the work to cast the bronze statue of

Johns for display in the National Statuary Hall after the Architect of the

Capitol approves the model, the release said.
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Each state contributes two statues to the National Statuary Hall. The Johns everything happening in your own
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statue will join a sculpture of George Washington as the second part of backyard

Virginia’s contribution to the collection. Weitzman’s work is replacing a Sign up for The Weekend newsletter and

sculpture of Lee that was removed in 2020. get a list of upcoming events in your inbox

every Thursday. Sign up to join the fun.

[Read more about the ]Ohns statue: Sculptor seeks to give a young civil rights

pioneer her due, more than 70 years later.]

Reuben Lawson

Lawson was an attorney in
Roanoke in the 1950s and ’60s who
hgured in the lawsuits that
integrated no fewer than six school

districts in that part of the state.

Lawson fled the first desegregation
lawsuit in Southwest Virginia, in
Pulaski County. He went on to go
to court in Floyd County, Grayson
County, Lynchburg, Roanoke and
Roanoke County to force the

school systems to integrate — and

Reuben Lawson. Courtesy of John Fishwick. eventually won them 3.11

He also figured in a case of national importance. In 1961, the Pittsburgh
Steelers and the Baltimore Colts played a preseason game in Roanoke’s
Victory Stadium (at a time when there were no NFL teams between
Washington and Dallas, so the league often played preseason games in the
South). Virginia law at the time required that seating be segregated. The
Roanoke NAACP, which Lawson represented, filed suit but it sat in court,

unheard.

With the game approaching, the NAACP tried another tack: It sent
telegrams to all the Black players and asked them to boycott the game if
Victory Stadium wasn’t integrated. That precipitated a crisis that went all
the way to the NFL’s new commissioner, Pete Rozelle. The resolution:
Roanoke agreed to look the other way and ignore state law, and the NFL

never again played before a segregated crowd.

Former U.S. Attorney John Fishwick of Roanoke_proposed in 2022 that the

Richard H. Poft Federal Building be renamed after Lawson. In December,
U.S. Sens. Mark Warner and Tim Kaine, both D-Virginia, introduced

legislation to make that happen.

Poft, for whom the courthouse is currently named, was a Republican
congressman from Radford who later served on the Virginia Supreme
Court. Warner and Kaine noted that Poff “opposed integration and voted
against the Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1960, 1964 and 1968 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.”

In a statement Wednesday, the senators said: “We are thrilled that our
legislation to honor Reuben Lawson’s immense contributions to the civil
rights movement and Roanoke community was passed unanimously by the
Senate. Mr. Lawson dedicated his life to highting against segregation, and
we urge the House of Representatives to pass this bill to help ensure that his
tireless pursuit of justice is remembered across the Commonwealth for

generations to come.”

As a nonprohit, we rely on contributions from readers like you to fund

our journalism. Donate today to support local journalism.

ONE-TIME MONTHLY ANNUALLY

$15 $20 $50 Other

Thanks for your contribution!

Contribute Now

S >

MORE STORIES ON POLITICS

Bill to grant racetracks 9 marriage-related General Assemby passes
economic and historic measures in the state bills to protect period
designations awaits House  known for its lovers tracker data

vote

Related stories

Sculptor seeks to give  Should Roanoke’s Kaine, Warner
a young civil rights federal courthouse be  introduce bill to
pioneer her due, more renamed? rename federal
than 70 years later October 12, 2022 courthouse in
March 7, 2023 Roanoke

December 6, 2023

AL /CARDINAL NEWS

SERVING SOUTHWEST AND SOUTHSIDE VIRGINIA

Sections About Cardinal News

Politics Staff and board

Economy How we’re funded

Opinion Privacy Policy

News Briefs FAQs

Culture Connect with us
Careers

My account

™

Privacy - Terms

© 2024 Cardinal News.  Powered by Newspack



https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/28/chicago-company-proposed-donating-hospital-building-to-patrick-county-for-a-price/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/25/pairings-set-for-the-vhsl-state-basketball-tournament/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/28/bedford-is-one-of-the-states-fastest-growing-counties-its-also-seeing-enrollment-decline-so-much-it-might-have-to-close-a-school/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/27/more-than-100-years-after-its-founding-a-former-segregated-school-will-get-a-historic-marker-supporters-hope-new-attention-and-funding-follow/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/28/9-marriage-related-measures-in-the-state-known-for-its-lovers/
https://cardinalnews.org/local-obituaries/
https://cardinalnews.org/local-obituaries/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6JpylL70cprADA47eJNMCJ0eO3_79Q45EbhC3UluEnsRa6w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6JpylL70cprADA47eJNMCJ0eO3_79Q45EbhC3UluEnsRa6w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://cardinalnews.org/sign-up-for-updates/
https://cardinalnews.org/sign-up-for-updates/
https://cardinalnews.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cardinalnewsva/
https://twitter.com/cardinalnewsva
https://www.instagram.com/cardinalnewsva/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cardinal-news/
https://cardinalnews.org/category/politics/
https://cardinalnews.org/category/economy/
https://cardinalnews.org/category/opinion/
https://cardinalnews.org/category/news-briefs/
https://cardinalnews.org/category/culture/
https://cardinalnews.org/staff-and-board/
https://cardinalnews.org/how-were-funded/
https://cardinalnews.org/privacy-policy/
https://cardinalnews.org/frequently-asked-questions/
https://cardinalnews.org/contact-us/
https://cardinalnews.org/join-our-team/
https://cardinalnews.org/my-account/
https://newspack.com/
https://cardinalnews.org/privacy-policy/
https://cardinalnews.org/category/politics/
https://cardinalnews.org/author/cardinal-staff/
https://cardinalnews.org/2023/03/07/sculptor-seeks-to-give-a-civil-rights-pioneer-her-due-70-years-later/
https://cardinalnews.org/2022/10/12/should-roanokes-federal-courthouse-be-renamed/
https://cardinalnews.org/2023/12/06/kaine-warner-introduce-bill-to-rename-federal-courthouse-in-roanoke/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/28/bill-to-grant-racetracks-economic-and-historic-designations-awaits-house-vote/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/28/bill-to-grant-racetracks-economic-and-historic-designations-awaits-house-vote/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/28/9-marriage-related-measures-in-the-state-known-for-its-lovers/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/28/9-marriage-related-measures-in-the-state-known-for-its-lovers/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/27/general-assemby-passes-bills-to-protect-period-tracker-data/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/02/27/general-assemby-passes-bills-to-protect-period-tracker-data/
https://cardinalnews.org/sign-up-for-updates/
https://cardinalnews.org/support-our-publication/
https://cardinalnews.org/
https://cardinalnews.org/archive/
https://cardinalnews.org/projects/
https://cardinalnews.org/about-us/
https://cardinalnews.org/events-in-southwest-and-southside-virginia/
https://cardinalnews.org/local-obituaries/
https://cardinalnews.org/contact-us/
https://cardinalnews.presspressmerch.com/
https://cardinalnews.org/my-account/

