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THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S
ARRANGEMENT WITH THE PACKERS

The members of Lhe Nationan]l Consumers Leggue ani of the
League of Women Voters have read with extraordinary in-
terest the public announcement of December 18, 1919, that the
five hig packere of Ameriea—the Swift, Armour, Morris. Wil-
son, and Cudahy Companies—nre willing to make surrender in
court to the Government of the United States, not only in
afdvance of the trinl, but even bofore the filing of threatened
guite demanding thelr partial dissolution and punishment for
monopoltatic combinations in restrulnt of trade, The present
gitnation must impress onlookers as one very logical result of
that recently growing agitation against the control of food
by the packerg. at the outset of which, on April 10, 1818, cer-
tain confidential representatives of Swift and Company warnei
that Company and the other associated packers, “‘that as it
stands todey nothing could stop eriminal prosecutions.’

The proposed compromies of Htigation 1s of particular con-
cern tn the League of Women Votors and the National ©on-
sumers League, becanse it almost Immediately follows a speak-
iz totr of soveral woeks' dursmtton-auriae Wwildh thelr repre-
sentatives frankly discussed In many states of the Unlon the
critival nature of the present food problem and the desirnblility
of placing it under the natlonal supervision and control of &
well-equipped administrative governmental agency to be pro-
vided by Jlaw. In the face of thal campalen, it iz ineviiable
that the Atlorney-General’s settlement shall be carefully seruti-
niged.  Added reasong Tor caution exist In the sudden collapsoe
of 1the packers’ long publicity campaign, which has probably
been the costliest example of private propaganda this countiry
hag ever known, Out of the implied admissions, it wonld ap-
pear that the Federal Trade Commisslon has emerged in good
rapite and meagurably vindioated. Accordingly It becomes of
first importance to determine how far the Attorney-General's
contribution meests or falls ghort of that Commission’s original
romedial legislative recommendationg which have been widely
digenzsed hy the League of Women Voters, and have recelved
the expllelt endorsement of the Natlonal Consumers League.

The proposed court docroe will roally pettle nothing in the
wide fleld in which monopoly Lhreatens and  mlddle-men add
private profit to private profit In handling the nation's food
supply: whereas, unider proper [nws, the Federnl Governmeant
can definitely clear the road that Hes hetween producers and
consumers, so that consumers will have an opportunity to buy
neceasary food withont any hampering restrictions of special
privilege and without monopolistie interference. Even morne
2o on that necount, the legal eapitulation of the Mg packers
{p the Attarney-General will gerve a highly useful purpose If
it resultg in focusing public attention on the necessity of our
broader statutory neods.

In brief, the Attornev-General's plan involves punishing
future transgression of the law by the bhig packers through a
court injunction. Thiz suggestion comes almogt slmultane-
ously with the remarkable and admitted failure of our courts
o settle 2 nation-wide coal-strike by injunetion; and it Is diffi-
culd to believe that any citizen, pot reared in lawyers' tradi-
tions, will place much confidence In the sufficlency of any

court Injunction to settle our fundamental food requirements
uny more cifectively thap an Injunctlen operated with respect
to our recent fuel famioe mepace, The real question to bhe
determined is: will conditions that will help feed under-
nourished children and will supply the [amily table of the
average citizen be more defnitely advanced through govern-
mental injunction, or throngh continuous governmenfal ma-
chinery, procoeding, under the mandate of our highest law-
making body, along lines of perpetual watchfulness? The
gngwer appears unmistakable: the public safety requires
definite, anti-monopolistic and anti-profiteering laws, faithful-
Iy ndministered.

CONSUMING THE CONSUMER
by
Muis. Enwarp P, Costioas

{An addeess dolivered at Minnewpolis, Minnesota, Oectober 28,
10090, during the series of Suffraee Batifention Cae fovages G Wioatern
Sintis, )

The Food Problem and the Children

The conditions confronting the world today are
nothing less than appalling. Recently, when Mr. Het-
bert Hoover reached San Francisco on his way home
after five yvears devoted to feeding the hungry of the
waorld, he' said, I am going 1o Palo Alto; where T hope
no one will say to me, 'l am cold, I am hungry.,”™ To
women there is something in that simple statement remi-
nigeent of the lines of Mrs, Browning: “Do ye hear the
children weeping, O my brothers:”

Mr. Hoover's effart to retire will be in vain.. When
aiie has onee heard the ery of children he can never
withdraw from the sound of that heéart-breaking appeal,

Undernourishment and Its Results

In our country today, the Children’s Burean tells us,
from three to six million children are underfed. One
child in every five in the United States is not getting
enough to eat. These children are vur concern. We
know [rom the experience of Europe the last three years
how seriously the semi-starvation of children affects the
welfare of a nation. The children -of the poor die at
three times the rate of those in well-to-do families. A
diet of bread and potatoes leads to scurvy, tuberculosis,
rickets, and anaemia, and nervous diseases are thereby



