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BIG RAPIDS (AP) - ''TI1e whites can 
have this school,'' said Ron Sn€ad of 
Grand Rapids, presidoot of the Ferris 
State College NAACP student chapter 
and one of 13 students a1·1·ested during a 
racial outbreak. 

Snead was exonerated of involven1ent 
in the incident, but 12 other students
three wl1ites and nine blacks-were 
a1Taigned Tuesday in district court for 
u11lawfurl assembly. All stood mute and 
were placed on $200 bond each. 

The charge, a felony under tl1e act 
approved last year by tl1e Legislature, 
carries up to a five-year prison sen
tence, a $5,000 fine or both. 

Charged were Willie Louis Stone of 
Albion, a forn1er campus NA1\CP p1·esi
dent; William C. White, who gave a 
campus address ; Timothy R. Baker, 
Kalamazoo; Gregory A. Granger, Sl1el
by ; Benjamin E. McQueen, Fernda'le; 

Mic,hael J. Gibson and John D. Miller, 
Detroit; Jackie Estes, Big Rapids ; Wil
Iia in E. Kilgore, Grand Rapids; William 
Lett, Lansing ; William W. Howell, Pon
tiac, and Edward P. Johnson, Battle 
Creek. 

Snead, 25, said he plans to transfer to 
another Micl1igan college next year 
because of the siuation at Ferris state. 

''We tried to get help from the Legis
lature at Lansing after the last inci
dent,'' Snead said. ' 'But it \\1asn't st1c-
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cessful. '' 
President Victor F. Spathelf, who 

~ 1eathered confrontations between sever
al hundred black and white students 
three mont,hs ago, said that at least six 
more students are subject to discipli
nary action following Tuesday's battle. 

· In April the college board _.of ~~ol 
had placed 2G1 s,Ndenia oq --
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probation, including fUber•;· ~ti · ~'Ills-
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pension or expulsion, for being involved 
in the takeover of an ad111inistratior1 
building. 

Regarding the cla.sh, Spathe·lf said , '~I 
did not have a1 1y prior warni11g. There is 
this l1ard core group of blacks a11d 11ard 
core group of whites difficu]t to reac11 
w1th reason and understanding ." 

A white student last week \vas 
expelled after printing a dormitot~y 
newspaper which in part said ''blacks 
ate like pigs." In other incidents, a con
federate flag in a dormitory room was 
torn do\m, Ku Klux Klan signs sprang up 
throughout the campus and a few blacl< 
and white students had fist fights. 

Arll these incidents , Spathelf said , 
apparently ignited the latest racial 
clash. 

-
''It take,. 1.,Just ~. th«lghtless triggering 

incident, ~ :the :.-.paper., to Nt this off ,' ' 
he said. '1It'1 ~ -., . . · jjip: thing.' ' 

l 

But he noted progres.s has been made 
in race relatio11s saying that a Neg·.:o. 
counsellor and a Biafra11 instructor '-irl · 
English have been hired effective this 
fall. Tl1ey will be the first black memb~,IS 
on a staff of more than 400 whites. .. 

Also, a black secL1rity officer has been 
• 

hired and inte1·views \Vith six n1Qre 

l)lacks are scheduled to be comp1etcd ·hf· 
June 15. 

''This is a hard \1/ay to have to do it," 
Spathelf said. ' 'But p1~ogress is being 
made.' ' .... ,~· 

When asked if l1e has consider~ 
resigning, Dr. Spatl1elf said, '' For 
\vl1at? For why?'' 

'' It doesn't operate that way. Someone 
}1as to stay with the prob len1s and SQ lye. 
them ," he said. ,?J:•·~ 

Black enrolln1ent at Ferris , howd\9et; 
has dwindled from 360 last fall '~rid 
many still attending dcrt ' t expect 1-1to 
r·eturn. .- , 




