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. By WILLIAM CONNELLAN tell his story after 12 persdns
i | Detroit News Lansing Bureau —nine. Negroes - and three
¥ “BIG RAPIDS, Mich. — “The whites—were  arrested follow-
i kids on this campus gre just ing -a threé-hour brawl: be-.
" one step away from total tween:black and white .stu-
I war.” : dents. ; | ! -

These studéents the’

words were spoken,. '‘White said’

i by a black student at Ferris blamé lay with black students |

‘and a ‘“wishy - washy” college

~State College.

They were echoed across administration.
campus by bath blacks and .
whites vesterday as the school BLACK .STUDENTS

~picked up the debris from its Charged that whites and a
second major racial comfron= do - nothing™  administration
%at0n in thres onth breal: of vialence.

Evervhods was  willing 1o}

to dormitories ‘and untotaled
damage to 35 cars smashed
in thefighting. _

The administration praised
the vast majority of Ferris
students for restraint, and
said the problem was a hard
core of troublemakers, black
and white.

“I was quite proud ofthe
campus in general because
there were far fewer partici-

“There’'s a repetitive hard-|
core group of black and white, ,
and I don’t know exactly how;

to deal with it.”

ites blame Ferris

Spathelf said the atmospher:

on campus .recent
the best it's bee
time.”

ly “has ‘be
n in a ‘lon

“It's very evident tome’ tha

people have been trying to

work together,”” he said.
is that a

“The tragedy

tion last Thursday of a mimeo-
graphed dormitory newspaper
which carried a signed article
accusing black students ' of
“eating like pigs.” ‘

' THE PAPER was imm#di-
ately suppressed and the §tu-
{ dent who published it dismissed
from school, but it started a
series of incidents between

1

&

2 black blacks and whites that

ceanlted in $4,000 damage

pants and far fewer spectatois

than the last

President Victor - F. Spatheif

§gid.

time around,”

ihe  cident

referving to wous

JOHNSON 'WAS ‘one of twr
ystudents ’;arrés'fr‘-('f_ The othe

a lolm D, Miller,
Flewiag, Both aic
iormci Ferris students.

White studenfs arrested
weirc: Timothy R. Baker, of
Kalamazoo; Gregory A. Gran-
zer, of Shelby; ~and Wiliiam
C. White, of Cadillac. . |

Other black = students ar-
rested were: William W. Hao-
ell, of 301 East Wilson, Pou-
tiac; William Lett, of Lansing;
William F. Kilgore, of Grand
Rapids: Jack Estes, of Flint:
Michael J. Gibsen,  of 074
Bryden, Detroit, and Benjainn
Harris, of 21340 Majestic, J ern-
daie. 3
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The black students all oo *

thoughtless triggering incident
sui tnis oft again '

spathelf
the pubiica

probable expulsion from ™’

school. They were on “strict
disciplinary  probation for
their involvement in the take-
over of the Starr Educational
Center March 3,

_ They were arrested on crim-
inal reesspass charges which

were .later _dropped, but tje _
studetns were informed that -

if they took part in any more
disruptive  activities,
would  be “hooted
school.”

out

- That take-over was precee.iedf'-(

by w gight between 200 blagk:
arfd white students FUEB, V478

the first time in the ecurrent .
naugnal - flurry. of  campus
unrest that students were
11téd against each other
| rootban  gguinst the -
sautistratod, ', 1" - .

. =3

they =
of

e

| rested.

I were leav

evening.
Aceording to

waws

author

ot the

WHITE STUDENTS say
tever happened, but that bl
udents started harassing
them alter they refused to lot

uf the dorm.

Fighting broke out wl'i,ep.' B
abour 57 black .students ~rg:”

farned 20 minutes later. .

Several windows werg
iraashed and furntiure in the
iounge v forn up before thé
tiehting moved into the park-
g iol where the cars werc
mashod. Y

Outmunned campus secun;g b
officers and city police stnedr -

helplessly by as students aried

with - ciubs,  pop bottles  sig, -
(icks ,.ugg(_‘d Lt ‘out. Sl ks
State  Police ~ were f{imalf:

ralled in to quell the disiurbs

ance about 2:30 a-m., two housrg
vhrer the initial confrontatwan.

the 64-man squad «f siaie
iroopers - arrested 13 persons
snd dispersed - the -crowd. =

One later released and..ylie; -

nther 12 tace charges of unlaw-
ful assembly. 7
Maximum penalty is five
cars in prison and a $35,008:
{ine, ’
Black student
cused State Police of arresting

blacks while ignoring white stu-

dents involved.

“They knew who they were

-to get,”” said Edward
ton,

out

[

“They were yelling "

out names and going after

Stone (former

fthem.  Louic
camipis NAGC

and

reports,
cral black students searching  where
beatup

students in the back door
. L ¥

leaders ac-

one .of " those .ai- . "

foel

P president) and . .

white students in a dormitory,
including one ‘who had a Con-7
federate flag in his room. . .
One balck student talking on
the telephone was.also repori-
edly hit in the-back with a
bottle  thrown hy a white stu-. .
dent. . ezt .
These incidents (the storie .-
are generally agreed on, by
black and white- student leag ;-
ers) set the stage for the hraw
early yesterday morning. . ., .
It started in Pickell. Hajl
a group -of Negro augd

white students becare iy

{1 volved in an argument follgy

| ing initiation ceremonies in one
50( the balck fraternites.
! Black students charged thaf
whites in Pickel]l refused ade
i'mittance to three blacks v
Clived in the dorim and stavted
| velling “niggers"” as the biacks
| left to get help.
d
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