
•

Out Peace Progran1 
exhaus,co , ) ,· t ,· Jat~d al Uwi:: 
h0p es for r ec:onciliation, $aid 
Ni i<Ts{'n: 

"\'\'c c,rn rnd it by 7,,_HhJ ,tu
de,~ts .;,aying ll':-: 0.11 6v er_:_no 
mote fear, n<> more anger." 

At I<'etTis State - on Feb. 
27 nnrJ again ori May 19 - a 
seri('s of incidents rapidly es
cal:1 ted and ended·· with 200 
white, an<l blacks fighting 
with fists,• rocks, bottles and 
clubs. 

:-;,, onP ,,·as ,seriously injured 
in Pither -clash. In the May 19 
in!'i<l<>nt there was $5,000 dam
age tu dormitory plate gJass. 
Sollie 35 windshields on white 
shHlentt' cars were smashed. 
Cars ol two black leaders, one 
ot. them Snead's, were over
turned and wrecked. 

The cause of Ferris' racial 
.,.probl ems seems to lie less in 

1 ,1\ie triggering incidents -
,,·,fights, insults, misundersta.nd-

tpgs than in the peculiar 
c'onverg,:nce of forces that 
mab: ., --· F" r r ! s' chemistry 
unique, 

Ferris State college sprawls ' 
in " massive, barracks-like 

,, carnr1:? on the 
outskirt.a -- of 
the quiet town 
of Big Rapids 
(pop. 8,000) . 
Under t he en
ergetic :· u 1 e 
of President 
Victor Sp a t• 
helf, F',, rrl s 
has m u sh· 
roonwd fr_om Maidenberg 
a mern 600 students in 1952 
to i:s present si:lle, w h 'i ch 
wavero, betw,een 8,000 studenits 
·in th r fall and 7,000 in the 
spring. 

THE HIGH turnover iis part
ly because of transfers, and 
partly because of Ferris' ed
ucatio1rnl policy of accepting 
many students who have had 
problems in high school or at 
a nother college. Fe11riis is 
'Proud thalt it is a '\second
chance" U]!it!itution, the only 
0 11 '" in Mlebigan. 

B,ut F~ms• rapid growth has 
fa r4outstl'ipped the facilities of 
the town for diversion. Few 
stu .~.,,Jemain ,on~mpu -. 
for tlie -~k-.i.\J• ' re a 
suitC:8.~'2 c~.:-;i ;~< ~ ~ayl. 

Ti12 au,r •: (}_ · outside, <'J1· 
tert,u_nmem ~ \!:I:- ,: , E'e a 
kinrl n'"'t -~Sk:s:-.L::~i~ •-- ~1(- !":.e~;> st 

'--
students live in huge dormi but you shout! argue because The s,tudents applaucJPd. La• in the stom\1-ch. 

The white stud"l't was pi tories, and cannot escape each of the person, ill<l not because te r, after the meeting broke, 
in•g:-~r,( ~tolnath ·nmsc!esf:rlf: other. The close contact .has yeu '.r \ ~hite, u,nr,hc ' , 1)10<'.l'k -" a-,-tl nck stucten~·•hit a w il ite 

until now caus ' ,r ' etion ra trr Snead' ifodrd ,1-Ud,·1,t ns hard as he coulcl were laughing-. 

er than integratk> n. . 

Many ,students kd the tol, 
lege h11,s grow1\ 1>•·~·011d the 
ability of one 1,}t\•n to ,:,:nH rq , 
it. Neither studeilil ' uor fll:r',1ft ) 
ty members are challr111:·i11~ : 
Spathe!f's rule, but Sf'\"{T:ll a re 
discouraged that tensioui; w11rl', 
not defused. 

Nielsen and Snead ll4!:nie 
that Spathelf "seemed to u n
bend" after the seco?Wt't lMh, 
and quickly offered his ~
eration in getting the iii~ ~- -- --- ------ ---------------
printed. · .;,, .. 

SpatJhellf 188:ys he had iip. ,p#,. 
or warning of either cJ~. l_ij 
concedes the sttuation ~.i.-,N;* 
ris is "volatile," bU4.,J~\J~· 
"This is typi_ · cal of M . ~ _ 
structure of the U iiJ t -~ · 
States'." ·_· · . . ,,.,~ · .·· 

But Ferris, whose mo:t:!iQ hi 
"Serving Michigan Uniquely':•• 
•is probably more. unu~.#!i'41 
Spa,thelf concedes. . . . 

ALMOST ALL Ferrli: stu- - •. ~=: ':!;::o:~~~:~~ll~~f 
over the state, with Ure 4e•v -4•,·r 
iest percentage from ~ ~r < 

[:7{~~:~Jtt!~~dst~~t~{;~)i.f ·•·i·····I·•· 
Many of Ferris' students a t'e _ ff j 

attracted to a broad voca·tioli;i ~ / \ •. 
~I progra_m that offers-e<'n:il'S<>S 'j(,< • ) 
1n technical areas 1111eb as·, ·•·/_ - _. ,,_,....,--
welding, cosmetics, reh'igera• k : " 
tion and television repair-. 

College officials s ity the· 
students come from rqµch tii&' 
same background as sti'J dent~ 

· at other Michigan <"h11f'g-P•. · 
but the "second-chance··· poli
cy and vocational program ap
pear to draw white n nd blcLck 
students with persona J ,ittii · 
tudes and academic bae,k>, 
grounds that create til,1sion . •· 

It is into this at~her ~ 
that Snead and NielsAn art 
stepping with their ,1 ffe1 .. , of 
reconciliation. ,ti 

"We're asking you f.t, for;::et ~. 
it, to forget those times when ·l'I\ 
some blacks pushed yuu off. .a Ji 
s ic~e wail;, or ,dien yon .caJ led. ' 
smneone a nigger and then 
~h tli 3 oux window," Nielsen 
tohl about 180 dormitory stu- · 
,1,,nts at a, recent meeting. 

"Sure you're going to argue, AP Photo 

A Bid for Peace at Ferris State 
'J&e Big Rapids Chamber of Commerce months. To launch the drive, :d&i : 
pjesident called it "a beautiful thing." Snead, 25, of Grand Rapids, president 
~ st students at F'erris State College of the student chapter of the NAACP, 

rr reed that it was as they launched pinned an "I've-Had-It-with-Fighting" 
a· "Let's-Sta rt-Living-and-Working-To ribbon on coed Alice Sovern, 19, of 

--~ther-Now" movement to reunite Grand Rapids, Thousands of the rib
fuack and white students, split by two bons were distributed on the campu 
a.cial clashes in I e s s than three and in the city Thursday. 
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