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A:  And this is interview with Linda Durand and Dolores Friant? 

 

D:  Umhm. 

 

L:  It’s Durant.   

 

A:  Durant?  Is it Durant with a “T”?  Oh okay.  Almost like Friant. 

 

L:  D U R A N T!  That’s why I said Friant and Durant.  [Laughs] 

 

A:  And it’s September 20th, 2013.  So folks thanks again for (--) Oops!  There goes 

Manny.   

 

L:  He’s putting in his word too, you know!  [All laugh] 

 

A:  We weren’t talking about him yet, he was getting jealous.  So thanks again for 

coming down. 

 

L:  Oh you’re welcome.  Thank you.  I mean sorry it took us so long to get to see you.   

 

A:  No, no, it’s all right.  So everyone I talked to you know over the last several years that 

have been doing Lowell history has talked about you know, one of the more famous kind 

of night club entertainers is Manny Diaz.  And I wonder if you can first just speak a little 

bit about what you know about his, his early life, you know, where he, where he went to 

school and early jobs, anything you know about that? 
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[Lots of background noise] 

 

D:  Where he went to school was in Lowell.   

 

A:  Yup.  And what neighborhood did he grow up in? 

 

D:  Okay, Back Central, Lincoln Street, Powell Street. 

 

A:  Okay.  So he bounced around a little bit.   

 

D:  Umhm, as you see when you eat all of it.  There’s a bunch of it.  (A: Great)  Ah, he 

lived on Lincoln Street.  He lived on Powell Street.  He lived on Shirley Avenue. 

 

A:  Shirley Ave, okay. 

 

D:  He lived on Appleton Street right across the street, and he lived on Goward Place. 

 

A:  Goward Place, which is right yah, next door somewhere.  And what, what did he do if 

you know before he got into entertainment and (--) 

 

D:  He was a dancer.  (A:  Okay)  He opened up his own dance studio in 1927.  (A:  

Okay)  And he used to teach all kinds of dance, (A:  Really?) everything, Spanish dancer, 

everything.   

 

A:  Where did he learn that?  Do you know?  Was he self-taught? 

 

D:  Self-taught.  He never went to school for it.  (A:  No.)  But he could dance.  God 

could he dance.  I know I was one of his pupils.   

 

A:  Yah, no kidding!  What did you take from him?   

 

D:  Tap, (A: Okay) my sister and I.  You didn’t want to!  Hey you know, keep it in the 

family.   

 

A:  And where was his studio at? 

 

D:  East Merrimack Street.   

 

A:  Okay, was it near the old Rex Center, or ? 

 

D:  That’s where it was, in the Rex Center.   

 

A:  It was in the Rex Center?  (D:  Umhm)  Oh okay. 

 

D:  Oh yes I remember hanging out the windows.   
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A:  Yah.  What was the Rex Center like? 

 

D:   It was nice and [unclear] offices.  His studio was on the second floor.  (A:  Okay)  

He, he did a lot, an awful lot of recitals.  He put on an awful lot of shows.   

 

A:  No kidding.  

 

D:  As you’ll see.  You got, you’re getting the scrapbooks and everything.   

 

A:  Okay, great! 

 

L:  That we need back! 

 

A:  Yes, well (--) 

 

L:  All of them! 

 

A:  Yup, we’ll get them back to you in (--) I’ll try to get them back to you by the end of 

next week. 

 

L:  Okay.    

 

A:  Try to turn it around really quick and get it back. 

 

L:  Because those are all clippings out of the newspapers back from the 19 (D:  27), 1927.  

And I seen something in there from 1915, or 1916, or something. 

 

A:  Wow.   

 

D:  He was a very, very good entertainer. 

 

A:  So how do you think he gravitated from the (--) Did he always keep the dance studio 

around forever, or? 

 

D:  No, I think my sister and I helped him stop that.  [Both laugh] 

 

A:  Why do you say that?    

 

D:  Because we didn’t, we didn’t want to do it.  You know, we, my sister and I didn’t 

want, [interrupted by waitress] (A:  Great) didn’t want to be tap dancers.  (A: Yah)  And 

we didn’t want (--) And I’ll never forget one day I mean we had the whole, filled the 

whole floor full of you know, other kids.  And they’re tap dancing.  And I looked at my 

sister, and I used to be a devil, and my sister just looks at me.  I says, “Okay, here we 

go.”  So instead of doing the right steps we were doing wrong steps.  “Oh my uncle used 

to pull his hair out.   
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A:  [Laughs] 

 

D:  I says, “That’s it, I quit!”  [Unclear], “you’re damn right you do!” 

 

A:  So at some point he gravitated over towards just doing like night club acts and things 

like that? 

 

D:  Yah, when he was young in his 20s I think. 

 

A:  So he had the dance studio when he was in his 20s?   

 

D:  In the 50s, 20s [unclear-too much noise, hard to comprehend].  Maybe 55.  I think 

that was when he closed I think it was 55.   

 

A:  Okay.  So he ran it for 30 years almost, or so?  Okay.   

 

D:  He taught classical, tap, you name it he taught it.  He was very good.  He was a 

beautiful dancer.  Good singer.  (A: Yah?)  Good entertainer.  Good MC.   

 

A:  Who did he use to MC for?  Do you know? 

 

D:  He played at the [sounds like:  Bella Donner], all the different places.  Happy 

Helen’s, they used to be on the boulevard.  The White Eagle.  The [Candle] Club.  All the 

bars in Tyngsboro because I used to drive him. 

 

A:  Oh he didn’t drive? 

 

D:  No he never drove.   

 

A:  And they, they said he was kind of a shnazie dresser as this illustrates.   

 

D:  A couple of the articles, he had over fifty suits (A:  Yah) for every occasion.  This is 

proof he did, right here.  

 

A:  What were the different suits for? 

 

D:  Different acts he did.  Like once he was a pirate.  I think there’s a couple of pictures 

somewhere and a scrapbook how he made the pirate.  Spanish dancer.  You know, like I 

said, he did it, he put on a lot, a lot of acts, the recitals with the kids [unclear]. A lot of 

big name people, you know, he taught them how to dance.   

 

A:  Yah.  Do you remember some of his students, his more well-known ones? 

 

D:  Not off hand.  They were in, they were in (--) 

 

L:  They’re in those.   
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A:  Yah, well we’ll take a look at those after.   

 

L:  There are so many clippings.  I’m amazed at how many clippings are in there Auntie 

D.  I didn’t realize.  

 

D:  Plus I lost a lot.  I lost a lot of them.   

 

L:  Yah.    

 

A:  Yah.   

 

L:  And everything is kind of loose in the books.  So you got to be really careful, and it’s 

real fragile on them. 

 

A:  Okay.  Well we’ll make sure that they, they stay where they are.   

 

D:   He worked here maybe ten, fifteen years he worked for the Owl Diner.   

 

L:  Wow.  I didn’t realize that.  That many years huh?   

 

[Noise and conversation in background between waitresses and customers] 

 

L:  Because he only lived right behind here.  So right?  When he worked here? 

 

D:  Yah, because I used to work here. 

 

L:  Wow. 

 

A:  You did really? 

 

D:  Yah, this was with the previous owners.   

 

A:  Who were the owners?  They were Greekd? 

 

D:  They were Greeks, two Greek brothers.   

 

A:  Oh.  And was he still doing entertainment as well as The Owl Diner? 

 

D:  Umhm, oh yah.  

 

A:  Now you were telling me on the phone that he had done some female impersonation?  

 

D:  Years and years and years ago.  And he only did it for, as an act.  (A:  Yup)  

Everybody loved it.  Everybody wanted him to keep doing it.  And he did it a couple of 

times and that was it.  You know, he took it out of his act!  (A:  Yah)  And in 1950 they 
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banned, [they wanted to ban men], he couldn’t get a job because he was referred to as a 

female impersonator, which he wasn’t.  That was years, well over fifteen years way 

earlier.  I think the Police Chief didn’t like him.  (A:  Yah)  I gave you all the paperwork 

on it, because he cut it all up, on it and that. 

 

A:  So did the Police Chief not like him because of his orientation, or something?   

 

D:  The clientele, [unclear] the clientele.  Like I says, I’ve took, I used to take Manny to 

mostly every place he worked.  You know after I was sixteen and I got my license you 

know, I’d take him.  And if it wasn’t too late at night you know, I’d go pick him up.  And 

no, he had a very, very good clientele in all of them.   

 

A:  But there was some, you know, with people that might have gone to see Manny, I 

mean there was overtones of homosexuality which were I think frowned on by the, by 

those city fathers way back when. 

 

D:  Yes.  Yes.   

 

A:  Did Manny feel like he was being like persecuted in any way?   

 

D:  He didn’t like it, but he wasn’t, he wasn’t going to dwell on it.  (A:  No)  You know, 

like he says, “They can call me what they want.”  (A:  Yah)  I mean he was in love. 

 

A:  He was what? 

 

D:  He was in love. 

 

A:  He was in love, yah.  

 

D:  [Unclear]. 

 

L:  [Talking to waitress} I’m all set.  Do you want any more coffee Auntie DD?   

 

A:  Are any of his friends still around by chance? 

 

D:  Um mm. 

 

L:  Oh jeeze no, I would doubt there’s anyone.   

 

A:  I mean I know it was a long time ago, but. 

 

L:  It was thirty-two years ago.  (A:  Yah)  Thirty-two years ago because I’ve been with 

my husband since 1982 and that’s thirty-one, and the year before that.  So thirty-two 

years ago.   Wow!   

 

D:  You want a story?  I got one.  I was younger. 
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L:  Thanks Ali [must have picked up the tab]. 

 

D:  Thank you.  He was, he was in love with my aunt.  And I guess they had been from 

what I hear through the grapevine, he was, they were going to get married, but then I 

guess Manny was you know, entertaining or he was out of town.  Anyway she met my 

uncle, my other uncle [unclear] in New Jersey.  And you know, he was a little hot shot.  

So she ended up breaking my uncle’s hear and marrying Stuart.   That used to be cute, 

you know, every year we used to go to New Jersey and visit them, visit the relatives. 

 

A:  Really. 

 

D:  Oh yah. 

 

L:  Wow.   

  

A:  No ill will, no bad feelings.   

 

D:  None at all.  No.   

 

A:  Can I have a glass of ice water?   

 

D:  But I think that’s when he decided he wasn’t getting married. 

 

A:  Yah.  Somebody told me one of the funny songs he would sing though is, “I Wanna 

Get Married.”   

 

D:  Umhm. 

 

A:  Do you remember that at all? 

 

D:  Oh yes! 

   

A:  Who?  Did he write songs? 

 

D:  Yes, and you got a couple of the songs. 

 

L:  Oh yeah!  (A:  Really?)  A lot of stuff in here. 

 

A:  Okay, great! 

 

L:  Real lot of stuff. 

 

D:  He was very religious.  (A: Yah)  Loved his bingo.   

 

A:   Loved his? 
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D:  Bingo. 

 

A:  Bingo!  Okay [chuckles].  (D:  Oh yah)  Well that was the primary purpose of church 

back then right?  No, I’m just kidding. 

 

L:  [Laughs] I know, isn’t that funny how um, bingo is a sin but all the people that go to 

church go to bingo.  [Both laugh]  I get a kick out of it! 

 

A:  I don’t know if they still do, but they used to do it at the church right? 

 

L:  Oh yah, that’s true too!  That’s right.   

 

D:  And I know what you’re saying, [unclear] bingo.   

 

L:  Now was Manny part of St. Anthony’s?   

 

D:  Yes, when he was younger.  Then he went to what, St. Peter’s? 

 

A:   Oh St. Peter’s because he lived around here maybe? 

 

D:  Yah.   

 

A:  Did he have any sense of being Portuguese and celebrating that heritage?   

 

D:  Oh yes!  Oh yah!  I had to go through that when I was a kid too.   

 

A:  Yah, and what did that (--) 

 

D:  The parades [unclear].  

 

A:  Did he know Portuguese music?  Did he sing Portuguese songs?   

 

D:  I don’t think so.   

 

A:  Did he speak Portuguese? 

 

D:  Oh yes.   

 

A:  He did.  Oh.  (D:  Oh yes)  Were his parents immigrants, or his grandparents? 

 

D:  Parents.   

 

A:  Parents were.  And were they from where, Medeira, Portugal? 
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D:  The Azores.  [Loud noises]  (A:  Yah)  Oh yah.  The first thing I remember when I 

was young [few words unclear] “do not talk in front of the kids.” 

 

[All laugh]  

 

L:  [Unclear] 

 

D:  [Unclear] all they had to say was one word in English.  I gotcha!  But Manny was a 

great guy   

 

A:  Yah.  

 

D:  I miss him.   

 

Waitress:  All done? 

 

A:  Yah, thanks very much.   

 

L:  Thank you.   

 

D:  This is crazy but (--) 

 

A:  Yah, how is that? 

 

D:  Oh that’s when he had his dance studio and everything.  [Unclear] I used to have the 

little devil in me.  [Laughs]  But if Manny ever needed anything I was the first one 

always there, always there.  Him and his sister.  

 

A:  Were there any recordings of him by chance?   

 

D:  I don’t know. 

 

A:  I know it was a little bit before the days of You Tube and everything.  So, but 

[unclear].   

 

D:  No, unless maybe years ago you know with all the recitals that he did.  He was big on 

the VFW.   

 

A:  Oh really? 

 

D:  On [laws]. 

 

A:  Now he was too old to go off to World War II though, wasn’t he?   

 

D:  Yah.   
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A:  Well maybe we can look at some of these pictures and if it creates and story or 

anything.  Oh, that’s great!  Where is this at now?  Do you know? 

 

D:  Hm?  It’s got to be in one of the, it’s got to be in one of the clubs.   

 

A:  Okay.   

 

L:  Mayfair Diaz. 

 

A:  Let’s just put these down so they don’t (--) 

 

D:  Yah, this is the Mayfair where he worked. “Presents Manny Diaz.”   

 

A:  Wow, cool.  Oh yah, look at that!  There he is!  Wow!   

 

D:  Oh yah there’s a lot of pictures in there where he is young.   

 

A:  Wow, look at that!  Now is this is brother or father there? 

 

D:  No, all he had was his sister. 

 

A:  Oh okay.   

 

D:  That was his friend I think.  I don’t know if his friend, that was Paul Poitras?  You 

know I vaguely remember.  This was him I think on Lincoln Street? 

 

A:  Where is this? 

 

D:  I think on Lincoln Street years ago. 

 

A:  Lincoln Street, okay, he’s holding the dog there.  Oh yah, these are great.  [Laughs]  

Wow!  Look at that! 

 

L:  Oh wow, this was a real good one of Manny.  I think this one. 

 

A:  Do you know where this one is? 

 

D:  Some club.   

 

A: Yah.  Here he is.  He’s kind of grooming himself with his beautiful blonde hair.   

 

L:  Yah.     

  

D:  Oh yah, he had beautiful blonde hair. 
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A:  Now did (--) Oh wow look at these.  Oh this is great!  “Manny Diaz Dancing 

Studios.”   Wow!   Did anybody ever give him a hard time for you know, the way he 

dressed, or looked, or acted?    

 

D:  Oh I imagine they probably did.  I mean he was well dressed.  He was right up there 

in style.    

 

A:  Yah, but almost maybe too, too well-dressed for Lowell, Mass sometimes? 

 

D:  Yes.  Yes.  Yes. 

 

A:  Wow these are great!  The Pinehurst Community Church.  My folks grew up in 

Pinehurst.   

 

L:  So I mean there’s some really, really old stuff  in here.   

 

A:  Yah. 

 

L:  “Carolyn Acre to dance at a benefit.”   Wow, that’s something. 

 

D:  He did a lot of dance, you know, with his dance studio.   

 

A:  Look at all these cards here.  This is great.   

 

L:  May 31, 1935, UCI Hall.  Wow.  

 

D:  I mean I think he played every nightclub that was in Lowell.   

 

A:  Yup. 

 

D:  In Billerica, in Pinehurst, in Dracut, in Tyngsboro. 

 

A:  And what do you think his (--) 

 

L:  You see how everything is just like loose here.  So you really got to be careful, 

because every little clipping on him, all these, all of these. 

 

A:  Yah, we’ll make sure that they don’t get out of order and things, you know.  So what 

do you think Manny’s attraction was as an entertainer?  I mean he had a very, you know, 

he had a very long career on the circuit around, around the area right? 

 

D:  Oh yes, up until he got sick. 

 

A:  Yah.  What do you think his attraction was as a performer?   

 

D:  He loved to entertain!  (A: Yah)  He loved to entertain.   
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L:  Even these little things, “Today’s Star Theatre.”  I mean that’s unbelievable!  (A:  

Yah)  Ten to twenty-five cents.   

 

A:  Oh look at this.  Charlie’s Chan.  These are old boy.   

 

L:  That’s what I was saying.  I mean these things are way back.   

 

D:  There’s a menu in here from one hotel. 

 

L:  Oh here’s what I want to see. 

 

A:  Yah. 

 

D:  In Canada where he did a show.  

 

L:  Who the hell is that? 

 

D:  I don’t know. 

 

A:  Is that him when he was young?   

 

D:  That could either be Manny or it was his father.   

 

L:  Here’s another old one.  This must have been him.  Manny didn’t put any names on. 

 

A:  So you think this guy here is Paul Poitras? 

 

D:  I think it’s Paul Poitras.   

 

A:  And is he gone? 

 

D:  Yes.   

 

A:  Was this his partner or buddy, or?   

 

D:  No, good friend.  (A: Yah)  Because he used to play the piano (A:  Oh okay) in 

Manny’s studio.  (A:  Okay) 

 

L:  Wow.  I want to try to read these.  Was that Manny? 

 

A:  I think that’s too new. 

 

D:  Too new.  

 

L:  Yah, see, there’s nothing on it.   
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A:  It’s probably from the 50s. 

 

L:  Yah.  I want to save this page that it’s in.  I want to see what this is without ruining 

anything.   

 

A:  There you go.   So you were talking about Manny got sick. What was his condition? 

 

L: That could have been Manny huh? 

 

D:  He died of cancer.  

 

A:  He died of cancer.  I see.  Wow.  Was he a smoker? 

 

D:  He was a smoker, but then he stopped for twenty-years and still died of cancer.   

 

A:  Oh really. 

 

D:  Same with my mother, sister.  Him and my sister were very, very close all through 

life.  (A:  Yah) I mean Manny lived with us on and off for years.   

 

A:  Yah, yah.  How long has your mother been gone now?   

 

L:  Since 1983.   

 

A:  Oh, so just a couple of years after him then huh?  

 

L:  Um.  January 2nd. 

 

D:  Because I still got [Lucy] at the house here.  Manny’s last will and testament, he left 

everything [unclear].  

 

A:  Yah.  [chuckles]  Do you know who that is by chance DD?   

 

L:  [Answers cell phone and has phone conversation].   

 

A:  That’s Paul there with the leather jacket? 

 

D:  No.   

 

A:  You’re not sure who that is?   

 

D:  No.   

 



14 

 

A:  Yah, these are great.  Here is some kind of thing, Chinese Magician or something you 

know.   Oh here’s the Bella Donna, this one.  You can see it in the background up on the 

wall.   

 

D: Yah. 

 

A:  Is this Manny here?   

 

D:  No.  I thought it was, but it’s not.   

 

A:  Okay.   

 

L:  Here’s the Rex Auditorium.  “Manny Diaz presents his dancing students.”  This was 

June 4th, 1937 at the Rex Auditorium, forty cents.   

 

D:  Yah. 

 

A:  That was actually a lot of money back then, forty cents. 

 

L:  You ain’t kidding.   

 

D:  [Unclear] some of the telegrams to him, you know, it’s a riot.   

 

A:  Yah!  [Chuckles]  Well these are great.  Do you want to put these back in the same 

spot.  You had saved a picture there.   

 

L:  Yah, right in here. 

 

D:  Like on one of the articles that I read. 

 

A:  And this [unclear].  

 

D:  Where?  On the female impersonator.  (A:  Yah)  I don’t know if it was a costume 

ball, or what it was, but anyway they had a big write-up about it, about this beautiful 

bride, gorgeous, walking down the aisle.  And it had to been in the show, one of the 

shows that he was doing, because at the end of it everybody was ooing and awing over 

this beautiful bride with a wedding gown and everything, and perfect makeup.  And right 

after when the act got over he took the clothes off, and he took the makeup off and 

showed them who it was. 

 

A:  [Chuckles] And it was Manny?   

 

D:  And it was Manny.  They went [unclear]. [Room gets very loud]  And after that 

everybody wanted him to do female impersonators.  Like he used to dress up as a female 

to do the Spanish dance.   
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A:  Okay.  Oh that, oh so he was the Flamingo Dancer then.  Oh wow!  Look at that! 

 

[Very loud and noisy—L’s phone ring and she has a conversation, all speaking at once] 

 

A:  This is great!   

 

D:  Oh he’s worked everywhere. 

 

A:  Quebec? 

 

D:   This is the one.   

 

L:  Yah you mentioned that. 

  

D:  Look at the prices for the food.   

 

A:  [Laughs] Yah, [D:  A T-bone steak] a dollar for filet mignon.   

 

D:  A T-Bone steak .90 cents. 

 

[T:  Conducting business over the phone while interview is going on] 

 

D:  Unbelievable. 

 

A:  Pork 15 cents.  Egg 20 cents.  That’s amazing huh.   

 

L:  As I was saying we want to keep all of this stuff, you know.  Is it going to be in safe 

hands with you? 

 

A:  Trust me kiddo.   Trust me.   

 

L:  This is really delicate as you know. 

 

A:  Nope, this is all good stuff.  We’re going to scan a lot of this and then I can also get 

you the digital copies.  (L:  Okay)  So I want to get your email address Linda.   

 

L:  Well it stinks. I really don’t have it.  I have an email address but I haven’t been on the 

computer in like two years. So I don’t know if it’s still out there.  Somebody else might 

have it now. 

 

D:  Same here.  

 

L: You know. 

 

A:  Yah.  Well how about this.  I can get, I’ll put all this stuff (--) 

 



16 

 

L:  I have an address. 

 

A:  I’ll put all of this stuff on a disk, a cd, and then I’ll give it to you and you can upload 

it onto your computer whenever you decide you’re on there. 

 

L:  Okay.  Like even this is his guest list (--) 

 

D:  40th Birthday Party.   

 

L:  On his 40th Birthday.  So I mean like all this stuff you want, you know, I want to keep 

everything.  

 

A:  Okay.  Yah, good.   

 

L:  So as you can see a lot of this stuff is very, very, very, very old.  (D:  Oh yes) 1930. 

 

A: Oh this is great. 

 

L:  You know, so.  There’s Daniel Brennan of Lowell. 

 

D:  That was his manager. 

 

L:  That was his manager. 

 

A:  Oh his manager. Tell me about him. 

 

D:  I never knew him. 

 

A:  No.  Was he gone before you were kind of growing up? 

 

D:  I think so.  

 

A:  What was his story?  Do you know anything about him?   

 

D:  No. 

 

L:  Diamond Taxi telephone number 66. [Laughs] 

 

A:  Two numbers, imagine?  

 

L:  I mean that’s why I want to keep all of it you know. 

 

A:  Yah, no you have to.   

 

L:  Wow. 
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D:  I mean we have (--) You know there’s a lot of memories there.   

 

L:  A lot of good memories. 

 

D:  Look at this.  Of course Manny must be dancing up in the clouds now. 

 

L:  Oh yah! 

 

A:  What’s that? 

 

D:  Manny must be dancing up in the clouds now. 

 

L:  He’s here right with us right now. 

 

D:  Oh yes. 

 

A:  There he is! 

 

L:  He knows what’s going on.  He is!  So really you’ll take good care of this and 

everything? 

 

A:  I will Linda, yup, and we’ll get it back to you by next week. 

 

L:  I mean because as you can see, I mean it’s really, really fragile.  I mean (--) 

 

D:  Yah, one thing he had, him and my mother had such beautiful handwriting.   

 

A:  Yah? 

 

D:   Oh yah! 

 

A:   Well the kids, they don’t even learn how to do cursive anymore, you know.  They’re 

just doing computers.  That’s about it.  Oh wow, look at that.  

 

D:  But he loved my mother.  That’s not the one with him? 

 

A:  Senorita Juanita. 

 

D:  Yah, that’s okay, that’s him.   

 

A:  That’s him?  No kidding.   

 

D:  Yah, that’s him.  

 

A:   Wow.  Fabulous! 
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L:  Popular dancer (--) 

 

D:  Mr. Manual Diaz, popular, was touring. 

 

L:  With the Office of Daniel Brennan.  Wow! 

 

[They’re reading headlines from newsclips] 

 

A:  Wow he collected everything.   This is a really valuable archive I’m telling you. 

 

D:  Oh yes. 

 

L:  Now see, 1931. 

 

D:  Yah, Townsend Memorial Hall.  KC Review, Knights of Columbus! 

 

D:  1927.  KC, Knights of Columbus. 

 

A:  It’s funny how all of these things that used to be so big are gone now.  The Knights of 

Columbus, and all these clubs that were famous.  You know, the Commodore Ballroom 

and did he ever perform there do you think? 

 

D:  Yes.  I remember all the, but all the bars are gone now, but he used to own a barroom. 

 

A:  Oh he did?  Which one did he own? 

 

D:  On Middlesex Street. I don’t remember if it was called the Old Homestead?  He 

didn’t have it long.  (A: Okay)  He didn’t have it long.   

 

L:  75 Lincoln Street.  (D:  Yah)  Wow.  Here’s a real young picture of him right here. 

 

A:  Wizbang Review!  All right. 

 

L:  Wizbang Review, April 27, 1930.  75 Lincoln Street, telephone number 1882.  

[Laughs]  Wow.  Diaz Studio of Dancing.  Children’s class starts at Saturday.  Wow, 17. 

 

A:  Oh, there’s another photo there.   

 

D:  [Unclear]. 

 

A:  Is that him?  Oh what does it say?  “Me and Raymond McDowell.”   

 

D:  [Unclear]. 

 

A:  Look at the black face [chuckles].  
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D:  [Unclear], there’s another picture.   [Background very noisy]   

 

A:  Oh that’s a great picture there.   

 

D:  Okay, so that’s Manny in a mustache. 

 

A:  Yah, or I think somebody drew it on him.   

 

L:  [Phone rings again and she has conversation].  This is just paper and stuff, and 

everything, but yah.  Are you sure this is going to be in good hands with you? 

 

A:  Yes!  Yup!  Even, even better when I get it back to you, (D:  Okay) because we’ll get 

it all in digital form.  

 

L:  I don’t want to take everything out of here because there’s so much stuff, you know.   

 

A:  No you don’t have too.  Yah, I’ll go through it and I‘ll make sure everything (--) 

 

D:  This is the flood on, in Pawtucketville. 

 

A:  Oh is this the Flood of 1936? 

 

L:  Umm, no, the later one.  It was like (--) 

 

A:  Oh this is 2006.  Yah.  I took pictures during that time.  Or maybe this is before then?  

 

D:  It has to be before then, because it’s in his scrapbook. 

 

A:  Yah, that’s right. I don’t know when this was. 

 

D:  It had to have been before 83. 

 

L:  See like this.   

 

A:  “Three Fines, $200.00 on a moral show charge.”  Wow!   

 

L:  “Exotic dancer and two men found guilty, Manny Diaz and manager not guilty.”  

[Laughs]  So that’s what I’m saying, I mean this stuff is really precious you know.   

 

A:  Yah. 

 

L:  I just don’t want to lose anything.   

 

A:  No.  Yah they really (--) 

 

D:  You see there’s the picture right there. 
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A:  Oh yah, there’s, that’s the same one, yah. 

 

D:  The Bella Donna.   

 

A: They really, I think they really persecuted gay people back in those days huh? 

 

L:  Oh they did. 

 

D:  Oh yah. 

 

L:  Yah, a lot of this is like just laid in here loosely.  Like I don’t want to lose this.  (A:  

Okay)  I don’t know where this came from, but (--)  

 

A:  Well why don’t you…yah.   

 

L:  As soon as, when I get this back me and my Aunt can put it all together.   

 

D:  Telegrams to him. 

 

A:  Yah, it’s a contract.  

 

L:  Contract, yup.  Salary $27.50.  Wow!  Stewart Street in Boston!  Wow! 

 

A:  Yah, it looks like he was performing everywhere.   

 

D:  He was performing everywhere all over New England.   

 

L:  “Court action, the theater by lawyer in Manny Diaz’s case.”  So I mean you got, 

there’s a lot of history in here.  So you should have, you should come up with a really 

good story. 

 

D:  Most of this is all of the write-ups on, that got postponed every week, every week. 

 

L:  That was young. 

 

A:  Yah, look at that.  He was very young there. 

 

D:  “City councilors determining ah…” 

 

L:  But you’re sure Ali you’re going to be in good hands with this stuff, right?   

 

A:  Yes mame.   

 

L:  Okay.  It’s many years of saving you know. 

 



21 

 

A:  No, I understand this is very personal stuff to the family. So I appreciate you guys 

willingness to share it.   

 

L:  “License Board postpones Diaz case.”  Every story, every little clipping has been 

hand [unclear].   

 

A:  Yah. 

 

D:  Manny kept them all. 

 

A:  American Legion in Tewksbury.  Yah.  Great!   

 

D:  He was very big with the American Legion and the VFW, all of that. 

 

A:   That’s good.  That’s good.  So he cared about the troops. 

 

D:  Oh yes!  He did reviews and everything else.  Put on shows for them.    

 

A:  Really?  Okay.   

 

L:  I won’t take that other paper out, but (--) 

 

D:  This is the “Suffolk’s Reviews.”   

 

A:  Oh wow! 

 

L:  Oh yah, this is all sheet music? 

 

A:  Wow!  Fabulous, oh and there’s some great photos. 

 

L:  Loads of pictures in there.  And also there’s a lot of (--) And there’s some papers are 

just, everything is not you know. 

 

A:  Yah.  Well we’ll, we’ll go through it.   

 

D:  You know the Cactus Room.   

 

A:  Some are missing huh?   Wow, great!   

 

L:  So.  

 

D:  See Manny Diaz, 41 Shirley Avenue.  

 

L:   Wow. 

 

D:  So to Shirley Avenue, he moved over here. 
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A:  To Goward? 

 

D:  To Goward.   

 

L:  This was the only other two things in here.   

 

D:  Those are sheet music.   

 

A:  That’s sheet music too? 

 

L:  Oh yah. 

 

A:  This is like a letter or something? 

 

D:  I think that he wrote. 

 

A: “I didn’t want to walk without you baby, walk without my arms around you baby.”  

[Laughs] 

 

L:  That’s why I want to put everything in a nice little book.  (A: Yah)  You know, so it 

will be all protected.  So it won’t be damaged. 

 

A:  Yah, yup!  Yah, well the other part of doing the scanning that it creates another, a 

second version of the documents and the photos.  And so that helps preserve it for the 

long term, you know, 

 

L:  Yup. 

 

A:  Because heaven forbid you know, something happened, you know, some flood or part 

of the house caught on fire or something and then you lose this forever.   

 

L:  Right, see. 

 

A:  If you’ve got it digitized then you got the cds, you can put them in a different location 

you know, (L: Yup) and then it’s preserved for the long term. 

 

D: See that’s what happened with a lot of this.  I had it out in the garage over on Shirley 

Avenue, over you know, the father’s house and a lot of the [unclear].  I lost a lot of 

things. 

 

L:  Oh I hope it’s going to be in safe hands here Ali.  I’m not going to be able to sleep 

here. 

 

A:  Okay. Well I’ll get it back to you as soon as I can. 
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L:  Okay.   

 

A: You want to put Manny in there? 

 

L:  Yup, Manny, oh what a nice picture.   

 

D:  Oh yah! 

 

A:  Well Dolores any final thoughts about your Uncle Manny? 

 

D:  He was a very great entertainer.  I think a lot of people in the City of Lowell loved 

him.  (A:  Yup)  And like I says, he was very religious.  He was always there to help 

anybody who needed it, and he was also a great cook. 

 

A:  He was, okay? 

 

D:  Especially his Portuguese soup and his spaghetti sauce.  I got his spaghetti sauce 

down perfect!   

 

A: Yah, you got the recipe. 

 

D:  Oh I used to help him make it!  [Both laugh]  And I used to help him make the 

Portuguese soup.   And the Portuguese soup, it’s I think twelve or fourteen different 

vegetables in it.   

 

A:  Wow, neat.  Yah.   

 

D:  And he gave me the recipe and I lost the recipe.  I can’t perfect it the way Manny 

made it. 

 

A:  You have most of it up here in your mind? 

 

D:  Oh yes!  Like I says, I was a kid.  I think my Uncle Manny was the one who actually 

taught me how to cook.  My mother couldn’t cook. 

 

A: [Laughs] 

 

D:  She couldn’t boil water.  But as far as his spaghetti sauce, nobody can beat my 

spaghetti sauce. 

 

L:  I love (--) 

 

A:  Well I think (--) Do you think people considered Manny a unique personality? 

 

D:  Yes.  Yes.  More, I think more people liked him than disliked him.  
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A:  Yah, did that say something about the city of Lowell? 

 

D:  Yes. I think (--) Well when they were taking him, you know, which ah, like I says, 

when he did the female impersonation it was only as an act.  That was always supposed 

to be a one-time thing.  And way back then, years ago, they wanted him to keep doing it, 

but he didn’t, he took it out of his act.  (A:  Umhm)  And the License Commission bard 

him from trying to entertain in Lowell.  (A: Yah)  So he was out of work for six months.   

 

A:  But he beat them? 

 

D:  Yah!  He beat them, because after that like I says I used to drive him to the Banjo Pub 

and that was in the 60s because I didn’t get my license till 61.  (A:  Okay)  And after 61 I 

used to take him all over.  Any place he had, you know, was entertaining I used to take 

him.   

 

A:  Well thanks very much for your time today. 

 

L:  You’re very welcome.   

 

End of interview 

jw 

 


