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I aha it 1950 , a came to my o se i r:ast r.am½r· ge and s ked e to put a -Frienc! 

of h · s to vor . He Lad jl st co e from Portup-al. I ad , wor1 · ng ·For e at thf' t:i e , 

Re r,rarre , fron the 1'!est En of oston. Pe c1 d 4 c'-i.i rlr en - 2 hays an<" 2 g · rls. r _e 

was a lavy 'ete an and ,,as arrien t ice. r.: an ie Warren v, s his w_· fe an she 'as 

a har ,-.rorker. She used to c ean o ises .cor a li ··ng . Fe Has a boozer 1t as 

a very g;oon. wor1'-:er. He 1 i_1-:ed . _is 1)eer very da, hut not enm g to .inrler ,,_Li . in his 

i; or'k: . ne and his w· fe were al ,rays fig1tin~. I loaned 11im some mane_, for a che 

trnck H ich he would use n t e usiness :md t :e h · s ,( -Fe anrl k" rls to t , e Peac 

anrl \e Hamnshire on >Jee. e <ls. Joe 111arr n was a smart .cellow nrl c rr · en o 1.t Pl)' orders 

to t he etter. !Ie drove ,y i z rub is true s for 8 yrs. H wor1<e , , · t . a TT , 

r !yette +ram up in t , e Hi ls. He c11e >Jen tobhacco and tierl fl· es for -Fis '-ii rr, . Fe 

love to fish. . ~1e , .Toe t r rren , my foreman , .Joe ,aral , t e T)o tu 1ese , y rla ' s 

+r · en , and i::r n Lo Pardo , m_ :partner an<l IT1ysel-f tool: on all kinds oc ·o½s , 

expeciallr the w ite ac f rom t .e •relnin~ fro F.. n. 'Pa g r's in ~ast Canl'--rirlr; 

Ne voul id: up 8 1 r e s ner -v~el(. 111ey h::i;1 to ~e ho ' sted on t . e true , or · fted 

½y a -fro t enrl loa er . Vie voul g t -Filth/ 1vith tl-ie vhite ash cs we calle ·t . 

Somet imes it wot I d s _ lash on t he street on t he , , to t he 1,aJ11br inge Cit d nnr, and 

tl-i.e po ce , ould et on fl1V cas e. ~ t bein nolit "cally or · ented :mo l-no ring the 

n,ol · c r:aT)ta n a He1 lCC 
. 

t e f.f yor of tl,_e ~i.t y no "lei' .:.nnemen t , e , 1•T , n, 
~ 

.rn 

Cormnissioner they vo1 cl be goor to Me anr en Ol t t e r. · tv water ~ -eener to clean , 

U]1 t , e w, i te'.,ras "1. Hank ~- ette ::td a i f e nnn 7 1dds. Pe was real rick +roJY1 

st · c s nd h is ki ds ,, ere also. c:r - ha<l on y r:;one to the 3r, p;ra e i scliool anc 

conl . 1 t read o write _tt e , s one o : ; best 1·orker s . 

t e 

.Joe . a al who ' as a ihite man and hr1d ~ r;oryl ht siness in nort1 gaJ could not sn,ea1 

w0rcl of E, . is 1. le rnmec.. 1 ·nsuica and chm rice ~nsiness i Port pa ' 1o, , he 

rmrric . a colore · O""::tn a .e<l Na ' •l o wc1s c low'ly la . w·th 3 c , ·1 ren . Th.ey were 

verv 1 i.r;ht ano ·.vor l-:ecl in f actories :.n th~ area shoe s ons etc. ;Ter o rlest n g-1 ter 

, as very attr acti e an gr a 1c t ed f ror1 C TT1½r · rlp;e TTi~ , ;:mn Latin . ,.e o J ycolored n;irl 

i n , c:-t Car1brid1e at t e b . e . ut she fr,Ot a long with everyone and ras also a nice 

;1erson, well lit erl. by her f riends . Joe AJT18.ral w s :i of loo1rerl mm on 1J the 

Portuguese pee le and ot rs r.-.rho lived ·n the nei. g ½or oo for 1i ring r·th an marryin,G 

a colored worn.an . I even rad trou½le w·t1 some of the pea _ e nea _t r.,,it,_, w o dinn't 

1 · i:e tl1e i ea t at he w s rn;:irr ·.e to a ½ ac1c ;1erson. I a . a counle of fist fights 

about t J is because th5.s s not r" r;ht . i.s is . erica an e renrone .::ts a rig. t 

to race , color or creed r.1.i11d th· s · s a d r11ocraq1. Th.Pse neople werE' h unan be ·ngs and 

were as oo as anyone I 1-new. I vis· ted t eJ11 o·Ften ann t ,y anpreci ted me einB ot 0 l y 



1,eing ·_s hoss hut I as t he · r r ·encl . eot t e r;ir a j oh at t e narvar~, Coon s tor e 

in rrarvar University at Parvard Sq . r.arnbrirlp,e 1vhere th i s c , nge0 her vhole life . 

S1i.e had one chil an she became separ ated and later divorce from her ~usband 

Richard Dick . They ad a beautiful hoy w½o was very light . e +ather was white 

and t e mot her as black nt Malato . She a anot11er rot _er wLo was in t he 

ouse all t he t ime because t e ids in the neig horhoorl e-re har nn h ·m. Jus t 

because :P.va , is other , aa been marr 'reo hefore to a wh"te mctn aJso anrl he was 

kind of 1 h "te with a dar s iste-r ann dark mother . Vins can he cruel when he ·•as 

18 I got him ct jo . He vent 2 yrs . to Rinrige Tec1i. High School. I <;ot him a j oh t rou?, 

Sen . f•.1ike Lo res ti f rom East Boston and E. CaJ11h . We got 1ti a · oh at t e n & n 

ilroad so he could work niehts ands eer nays where t ,e kids i the neip-1-iborhood 

would not bot er him . ,ut , wi t h r1Y protection T)eonle wh0 knew me anil my rcnutation 

o-F doing a lot of f . 'ors , t he younp; anrl old respecterl me ano accepte--" anvone I 

associated with . ome of t he w· se guys in tl1e har rooms '"11-\0 ~ave no') a had t · . e 

1-iad to deal vith .e and I could ta1<:e care of M)'Sel f . re ms beat up one nirht but 

I caug t U-;J with t e t wo guys ._rT o 1it im ana mv cousin Cli-Ff and I straightened 

t1i.em out at t e closing of t he Tremont Cafe Par after 12 n .r1 . 

Others got t , e drif t and didn't bot er t is 1<:i :m)'T'lore . I user to t ake t hem 

to sof tball games with me. I sponsored a league team an . Rol) nlayen outf ield with 

anot her colored boy f rom Central Square , Cam½rirlge -Portugtese . oui s ,opez. 

Pe wa s real black and also ad a friend nm11ecl Smnkey who pl a;er1 l'."or my team . P,ose's 

isposal Servi ce team. Bob was a gooc player an,.:i gaine r es ect a long with Louis 

Lopez and Smokey . ~fy f r i ends L kecl them after t 11e games I \ oulrl ta 1<e t hem 

to a bar and have izza and. eer and everyone accenterl tl em as my f riends. I also 

had a color ed fellow ,,vork· n f or me name<l P.icky . Pe 1 ived in t he DDose el t Towers . 

T1-iese were only about 3 black :w ilies i n t e ho e nro.i ect hut hecause o-F me I got 

t hen ·n t hroup,, Al Vellucc · , the '1ayor and 1':alter Sullivan. ~ · c1<y drove rny truck: 

and ror .ed w·t_ I-Tan1 \'!yette hl t my cust0111ers respecterl. t11e . Tal '. ahout nreje uce . 

1Ve liad it all right and I did 't 1 ike the way t he . Jacks wer e heing treated . 

re. e her my dad ,,he I 1vas small '.ring · ng a h ack man i nto onr 1-iouse +-or s1. n'1er 

a few t · es . These r1en 1vor ke,1 \ it hi111 -t the Camhric1 . e r.u-i.Jber Comrian on Windso 

and Main Street , r:am ridGe. \~y da0 1-iad some h laci, fr · ends +ron the Poot fl1 hhe-r 

factory and I T as a little m t ac1~ t"lie r i rst time I saw one in my home , esnec · anv 

s"ttin~ down to eat Hith ns . I loved rTY ri.other anil fat her -For 1, r i np- ·nrr me un not to 

lJe preivlice as we wer e all create, €lq1 al 

I .:ot Lo i s Lonez a joh at l•'ards Dal,ery Co . d:atc .inp; ½read o·H t'te "1elts and pad: "n0 

into box~s , a job t h t I l r1.d done 11efor e T starte0 fis1 in 

of the service and s t art ed 111)' o ,m h1siness . 

arre1 l s . ·'.1hen I ,,.ot out 


	RoseWritings8_001
	RoseWritings8_002

