March 2, 2004

Dear Rev. Glynn, Rev. Lamoureux, Rev. Kempa, Rev. Hollywood, Rev. Kulwiec OMI,
Rev. Taggart, Rev. Lozier, Rev. Euvrard, Rev. Domurat, Rev. Capone, Rev. Comell,
Rev. Magni, Rev. Clifford, and Rev. McMillan,

We, the parishioners of St. Anthony’s Parish in Lowell, Massachusetts, write
to you to express our concern regarding the consolidation plan for the Lowell Parishes,
specifically the proposal for the consolidation of St. Anthony’s Parish, which would
change our parish from a national/ethnic parish to a territorial parish.

Over the last 100 years, St. Anthony’s Parish has been the spiritual enclave for
thousands of Portuguese immigrants who made Lowell their home. Our ancestors built
this parish, and our parish families continue to celebrate the traditions set forth by our
ancestors. At St. Anthony’s, we have been able to celebrate mass in Portuguese and in
English, teach religious education in both languages, and we continue with our traditions
such as St. Anthony’s Feast, Our Lady of Loreto Feast, Our Lady of Fatima Feast, Holy
Ghost Feast, Trinity Feast, our processions, and many other celebrations that are integral
to our spiritual growth, and to our culture.

Today, our parish community has spread from the surrounding neighborhood into
the Greater-Lowell suburbs including, but not limited to, Tewksbury, Dracut, Tyngsboro,
Chelmsford, Billerica, and even into southern New Hampshire. Our parish still has a
significant number of parishioners whose primary language is Portuguese and speak/
worship only in the Portuguese language. St. Anthony’s Parish is the second largest
Portuguese national parish in the Archdiocese of Boston. We are second to St. Anthony’s
Parish in Cambridge, Massachusetts; however, our sacramental index is not much lower
than theirs. In 2001-2002, we celebrated more baptisms and weddings in our parish than
Cambridge; however, they celebrated more funerals, thus their index was higher. Based
on the pastoral statistics for 2001-2002, St. Anthony’s also has the highest sacramental
index out of the seven national parishes in the city of Lowell. We are a vibrant
community, which continues to grow.

For the past 8 years, many of our parishioners have felt that the Archdiocese
abandoned our Portuguese speaking population when it failed to provide us with a priest
who not only spoke the Portuguese language fluently, but also shared our Portuguese
ancestry and understood our culture. We recognize that finding a fluent Portuguese-
speaking priest who also shares our ancestry may be difficult, but we know that it is not
impossible, and we are willing to help you in this matter. We are also open to having
other parish communities join St. Anthony’s; however, we know that the needs of our
parish community will only be met if St. Anthony’s remains as a national parish serving
the Portuguese speaking community of Greater-Lowell. This has been the mission of our
parish, and must continue to be the mission of St. Anthony’s Parish.

As we face the very difficult decision of addressing the consolidation of the
parishes in Lowell, we want to ensure that the interests of St. Anthony’s Parish
community are heard and that our needs are addressed. The needs of this Parish
Community are: 1) to maintain St. Anthony’s Parish as a national parish serving the
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needs of the Portuguese-American community as it has been for over 100 years; and 2) to
provide our parish community with a fluent Portuguese-speaking priest who shares our
ancestry and understands our culture. For decades, with the hard work and dedication of
its many parishioners and benefactors, St. Anthony’s Parish has been able to stay
financially solvent and with the same dedication and hard work, we pledge to continue
that tradition.

We request that you or a representative of the Archdiocese of Boston contact us at
your earliest convenience to discuss our concerns. Please contact me at (603) 898-8962
x180 (mailing address: 396 Andover St., Lowell, MA, 01852; email:
esaab@advpoly.com).

Sincerely, )

(7

Lo oo b
Elisia Saab

Representative of the Voice of St. Anthony’s Parish

We, the parishioners of St. Anthony’s Parish in Lowell, Massachusetts, respectfully
submit this request to you as signed here within.

Enclosures: Signatures of Parishioners of St. Anthony’s Parish Lowell, Massachusetts
who support this request. We received a total of 2016 signatures from our parishioners
for this request.

Location # Parishioners
Lowell 1574
Tewksbury 145

Dracut 143

Southern New | 94

Hampshire

Other Towns 25

Tyngsboro 19

Chelmsford 16

CC: Most Rev. Emilio Allue
Most Rev. Richard Lennon
Archbishop Sean P. O’Malley

cCOPvY
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2 de Marco 2004

Estimados. Rev. Glynn, Rev.Lamoureux, Rev. Kempa, Rev.Hollywood, Rev. Kulwiec OMI,
Rev. Taggard, Rev. Lozier, Rev. Euvrard,Rev. Domurat, Rev. Capone, Rev. Cornell, Rev.
Magni, Rev. Clifford, e Rev McMillan:

Por meio da presente carta, n6s os paroquianos da igreja de Santo Anténio em
Lowell desejamos expressar as nossas preocupagdes sobre o plano de consolidagdo para as
paroquias de Lowell. A nossa preocupagdio ¢ especificamente sobre a proposta para a
consolidagdo de Santo Antdnio, reorganizagdo que transformara a nossa pardquia duma
pardquia nacional para uma territorial.

Durante os ultimos cem anos, a paréquia de Santo Antonio tem sido o centro
espiritual para milhares de imigrantes que se estabeleceram em Lowell. Os nossos
antepassados edificaram a igreja e as familias paroquianas continuam a celebrar as
tradigdes dos nossos antepassados. Em Santo Antdnio, celebramos a liturgia em Portugués
e Inglés, temos a educagdo religiosa dos nossos filhos em Portugues e Ingles. e continuamos
com as nossas celebracdes em honra de Nossa Senhora do Loreto, Nossa Senhora de Fatima
,Divino Espirito Santo, Santissima Trindade, e a Santo Antonio, com as nossas procissodes ¢
muitas outras celebragdes que fazem parte da nossa cultura e do nosso crescimento
espiritual.

Hoje, a nossa comunidade paroquial estende-se as Vilas de Greater Lowell incluindo

mas nao limitada a Dracut, Tewksbury, Tyngsboro, Chelmsford, Billerica e ate ao Sul de
New Hampshire. A nossa paroquia tem um numero elevado de paroquianos cujo idioma
principal e o Portugues e a sua participacao na missa e celebracoes e somente em Portugues.
A Paroquia de Santo Antonio em Lowell ocupa o segundo lugar das igrejas nacionais
Portuguesas na Arquidiciose de Boston, estando em primeiro lugar a Igreja de Santo
Antonio em Cambridge, informacao essa baseada nas fixas sacramentais.
Durante o periodo 2001-2002, a Paroquia de Santo Antonio em Lowell celebrou mais
bautismos e matrimonios e a Igreja de Santo Antonio em Cambridge mais funerais por isso
, aparece em primeiro lugar. Tambem baseado nas estatisticas pastorais para o ano 2001-
2002, a Paroquia de Santo Antonio ocupa o primeior lugar das sete paroquias nacionais em
Lowell com maior numero de sacramentos. Somos uma comunidade vibrante que continua
a crescer.

Muitos dos nossos paroquianos se sentiram abandonados pela Arquidiocese nos
ultimos oito anos com a falta dum pastor que domina o idioma Portugilies e compreende a
nossa cultura e descendencia. Reconhecemos que sera dificil encontrar um padre que fale o
Portugués, e conhece a nossa descendencia , mas ndo ¢ impossivel, e estamos prontos a
prestar a nossa ajuda nesta iniciativa. Também estamos abertos & unido com outras
comunidades paroquiais mas sabemos que as necessidades da nossa paroquia sd serdo
conseguidas se a paroquia de Santo Anténio mantem a designagdo de paroquia nacional.
Isto tem sido a missao da nossa paroquia e deve continuar a ser a missa da Paroquia de
Santo Antonio.

A decisd@o que tem que ser feita sobre a consolidacdo das paroquias de Lowell ¢
muito dificil, mas nds os paroquianos, queremos esclarecer e queremos que sejam ouvidos
os interesses e necessidades da nossa comunidade pastoral : 1) manter a Paroquia de Santo
Antonio uma paroquia nacional continuando a servir a comunidade luso-americana como
tem sido feita durante os ultimos cem anos: 2) enviar a nossa comunidade paroquial um
Paroco que conhece e partilha a nossa cultura . Por decadas, com o trabalho e dedicagéo
de muitos dos seus paroquianos e benfeitores, a pardquia de Santo Antonio tem mantido



solvencia financeira e com essa mesma dedicagdo e trabalho prometemos continuar com
essa tradicdo.

Queremos pedir-lhes que um representante da Arquidiocese nos contacte quanto
mais pronto possivel para que possamos discutir as nossas preocupagdes. Por favor, chame
a representante do nosso movimento, a senhora Elisia Saab pelo numero (603) 898-8962
x180 (enderego: 396 Andover St., Lowell, MA 01852; email: esaab@advpoly.com).

Sinceramente,

Elisia Saab,

Representante da Voz da Paroquia de Santo Antonio.

Nos, os paroquianos da paroquia de Santo Antonio em Lowell, respeitavelmente enviamos

o pedido acima feito com as nossas assinaturas.

Junto foi enviado as assinaturas dos paroquianos da Igreja de Santo Antonio em Lowell,
Massachusetts. Recebemos um total de 2016 assinaturas.

Localidade # de paroquianos
Lowell 1574

Tewksbury 145

Dracut 143

Sul de New Hampshire 94

Tyngsboro 19

Chelmsford 16

Outras vilas Fis

CC: Most Reverend Emilio Allue
Most Reverend Richard Lennon
Most Reverend Richard O’Malley
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