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PREPACE

This short and modest text is not by all means
a complete worx of History but rather a brief chron-
ologlcel hlstory of the Portuguese pecple in Hudson,
written 1ln e manner all cen understand end enjoy.

It includes the years from L3¢ when the first
Portuguese i1mmigrant settled in Hudsorn up until the
present time. Incorporated i1s a bried history of the
people, clubs, events and orgasnizastion through the yeers.

I would like to express my apprecietion to all
those who unselfishly gave their time end information.

I would like to espiciall; thank Mr. Jose Merio deChsaves
who so grasciously passed on to me sny information which
he had authenticeted throught the deportment of Emigra-

tion at Vila do Porto, Sante Maria, Azores.



THE FIR_T PCPTUGUSSS TO LIVE IN FUDCON
The first Portuguese to Live and work and

makc his home in Hudson, Meegs. arrived here from

New Bedford iass. in July of 1886, TMis neme was

Jose Tavar.s. Young Mr. Tavsres, still in his teens,

arrived in New Bedford only s« few days esrlier from
Sante Maria, Azores. He made his eight month long
trip on the whaling bark, "Seara".

It 1s generally believed that Jose, heving
lived on a farm in the Azores, worked his way to
Hgdson in search for work. This must have been an
ordeal for he spoke nou knglish and knew nobody. He
finelly found work on the farms of & Mr. Stow.

Jose Tavares, then, was the very first Portu-
guese 1mmigrent to settle and live in the town of
Hudson. In the ensuing 30 yeers, many more have

cCOome .
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POCRTUGUESE BRICRE THe TUEN QE THE CENTURY

We can only assume that young Jose Tavares vwas
impressod with this cocuntry and the little town of
lludson for the followling year he sent for his two
younger brothers, namely Manuel and Joao, or John.
They errived in May of 1887. Unlike Jose, John and
Manuel made their trip on a Portuguese sailing ship
celled the "Penisular". Their trip wes & much
shorter, 35 days. Manuel went t> work on a ferm
owned by Mr. Stratton end John worked on e farm
oyned by Mr. Teele.

The Tavares Brothers later narried and, before
long, Hudson had second generation Portuguese.

Jose married a girl na.ed Lilsa Nunes from
Newport, R. I. and the 1slend of Pico, Azores. They
left a Large family, one of them, Mary (Mrs. Charles

Alves), 1s still living in Hudson. Manuel Travares



married a French girl from Merloocrough. He 1is
survived by a deughter, Mrs. Antonia keinhe of Hudson.
The third brother, John, married a French girl

named Rose Veo from Hudson. He left quite & number
of children and grand-children many of whom now live
in Hudson.

In the year 1888, came Antonio Pigueiredo Chaves
eand his sister, Marla, with a baby girl also named
Maria. In July of that same yeur, another young
man of 18 came from Santa Maris to live and work in
deson. He was Jose J. Braga who went to work for
the Dunn end Green Compeny, a tannery, where he
worked until the 1920's when it went out of business.

The firct femlly to arrive was the Garcla family
in 1889. The Garcia's, Antonio and Marie, ceme
from the isl:nd of Sao Miguel, Azores with their

twc deughters, Marie end Amelia, and two sons, Abel



(10 yeurs o01d) and Jecintho (9 yeers old). Event-
ually the two slisters merried. Cnse, Ameslia, narried
Jose Era; a end the cther, Maries, Married tntonio
#luelredo Cheves. The brothers alsc married in due
time. Abel married & French girl from tarlborcugh
and Jacinthc married ivelin Morin, a French gilrl
from Hudson.

Meria, the sistor of Antonio F. Chaves, married
a Patrick Conners, and Irishman from the Emerald
Isle and Hudson. ilaria, the beby who ceme with her,
married Antonio deMello from dMerlborough and Sarte
Merie. Antonio F. Chsves left no family but his
sister Masria, Hrs. Conners, left two scns, Patrick
and %illlszw Connoers of Marlborcuzh end t wo deuglters
irg. defelle of Verlovorough enc Mre. Leuras Mello
of Ned Tende, Cslifornia.

Victcrino deBalros and Augusto S. Correla,

L.



ooth still in their tuens, arrived ian 1893 from
Sante larla. They both went to work for Yunn and
Green. Victorino, the first Portupueso to tecome
an Amerlicsn citizen, merried o girl from the islend
of Greclosa, Azores. He left three sons John,
Jogeph and Augusto Jr. and a deughter, ILillian of
Hudson.

In 1898, the last Portuguscse to arrive before
the turn of ths century were Antonlo R. Luz, Jose J.
Brage, anc Joao W. Camara. Luz and Bragas, a cousin
of the first Braga, migrated frcm Sante Maria, and
Cemara from Sao Mlguel. Antonic Luz marrled a girl
from the 1slani of #alal, Azores. Joao Camara
being a barber in 580 WMigusl, pursued his profession
and opened up a barber shop on Eroad Strest,

Wwith these peoplys, Hudson now had a small Portu-

guese colony withln the town. They settled around

Se
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the Hich Street, Jsshington Strest, and Rivervisw
Strect arca. Of these original lmmigrants only two
ere still liviang todey. Mre. deyello(Merie Chaves)

end ir. Luz are both living in Yarlborcugh.

EARLY 1900's

In July of 1900 came Jose J. Almada, his wife
Leonor (Silva) Almada and her brother, Manuel Silva,
from Cambridge, Masa, and Senta Jaria. Along about
the mid 1905's came the Kailnhas: father and mother
with six sons; Victorino, Nenuel, Jose, Antonlo,
Mariano, and wvaristo, and three daughters; Rosa,
Isabel and Maria. Of the eleven only two are living
today, Jose end Vrs., Jose Soares of Hudson. Also in
1905 ceme another femily, the Couatos; father, mother
and four chilaren; Msria, Augustin, Elvira (later
Ars. John Rio) end Gil. Still living today are

Augustine and 51l in Berlin, Mass., These people



were all frow Sac Miguel.,

1n 1907 cawe ssaria (Frias) Fereira with three
children; karia, Jacinthe¢ Jose, and iaria Jose from
cente wmaria. oiving today are lMrs. Jose L. Purtado,
hrs. Jaclntha L. urtado and Mrs. Antonio Pereiro,
ell of hudson. In this aeme yesar from Sao Miguel,
ceme two pbrothers Merleno and Dinis Gaercia, who are
still living in Hudsun. sarlieano is the oldest
Portuguese in rudson todey. In 1908 ceme Jose

Pestana and his wife from the lsland of Madeira.

FIRST MUTUAL BENZFIT SOCIETY

In 1908, the Fortuguese <f Hudson end a few
who lived in derlbomough then, together formed Lodge
No. 19 of the Portuguese Fraternity of the U. £. A.
Their first president was Jose 7. Grillo, later Father
grillo of Saeint Anthony Portugucse Parish of Lowell,

Mass.

Te



This nationally arriliated crgsnizaetion was
formed as & nmutusl benefit soclety, with sick bene-
fits and death benefits to its members. Becausge of
increasing claims and rlsing opersting costs the
national organization wes forced to disband in 1937.
The local organizatlion, although having s vory stable

treasury disbanded as well.

FIRST PCRTUGURSE FROM THE MAINLAND

From 1509 to 1515 e few more Fortugucse came
to Hudson, all from the Azores and mostly from fanta
daria enc Sao alguel, but ncne from the Portuguese
mainlend until 191€. At that time the Apsley Rubber
Company expanded and wanted more help and Portuguese
begen arriving from the msinland, or other cities
and towns in the United States where they had
settled, were Jose Simoes who opsned a bakery, 1'elix

Correla and Joaso P, Rio. X¥r. Rio 1ls the only ore

8.



llving today 1in {udson of those Portuguese who
‘ ]

arrived first from the Portuguese mainland. E
! |

Then, in the twcntles, a8 scout was sent by the I
Apsley-Firestone Rubber Company to other cities and
towns for more Portujuese employees for the concern,
end in a few zonths, close to a thousand Portuguese
were 1n Hudson. They originally ceme from sll over i

Portugal, Mscdelra anc the Azorees.

FIEST PCRIUGUeSE GRUC.KY STOER

—— -

The first Portusuese grocery store was ooened
to the public in 171% on Broad Street. The store,
which speciulized 1n zany Portuguese foods, was
owned and operated by Victorino Bairos and Antonio J.
Chaves. The first clerk was Jose M. deChaves

who came nere in 1910.

HUDSUN FC.IUQUESL BAND

In the winter of 194 e group cf twenbty~two - ——



ortuguese Ln fudson, foruned a orass band that
playsd for the fiect time In the streots oi’ our
town In wa; of 191Y under the name of HUDS.N PCOhT-
UGUnin BAlD., It nad as ilts lanstructor and leader
the late ired Byron, a well known cornet soloist
from the old Hudson willtery Band. 4
This band, in the .iiddle 1920's joined the
Hudscn Portuguese Club and changed 1ts name to ¥
HUDSCN PCRTIGULESL CLUJ BAND. This formidable musical
aggregation played for & good meny years until, like
most bands, had tc glvo way and ueke rocm for radlo,
televislon and otlier sntertelnuent wedla of tcday.
Ur the twenty-twe crlginal we.bers, only three
are living today, Jose .. Chaves, Virginlio P. Carcia
end dlcheel Jercia. These people rememver vivlidly
the cday in 17J1¢ playlng in the HUDSCN PORTUCULSL

BAND when [iudzon was celebrating 1ts H0th eannlversary.
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In 1915 a group of femnilies rrom the icland of
Sav Mlguel, azorss, formed a "Irmandade" (Brother-
huod) of the iioly Choest, the HILY GHOOT o0 CIaTY,

In the tredition of & "resta" (rsast) celubrated

in the fzores on irinity fundsy of every year, &
sllver crown ls taken tc the church to be blessed
by the priest, end usually a licttle girl is crowned
the queen for that day.

This fgaat‘was urigipated by wueen Salint Isabel
cf Fortugel in 1300 A.l., to honur the pcor to whom
the, herself, served a iinner cn that dey.

1t is vorth notice thet thls feast, es sald,
which ori;ineted In the rcyal palace In Lisbon, was
taden Dy the discouverers anc first settlers of the
Azoree and isg stlll very awch in eovidence In sll of

the alne islends today.



HUDSCN PORTUCUESE CLUB

The first Portuguese Club, under the name Hudson
Sport Club, was formed in 1919 by a group of Port-
uguese young men from continental Portugal who lived
then in the section of town kncwn as the Back Bay.

Its headquarters were on the second floor at Y€ Apsley
Strest. Joao P. Rlo was its first President, and

its Board of Trustees was composed of Alpidio Barreirs,
Abilio Augusto and Jose M. Ferreira. The activity

of this club was sports. It closed its doors in

1922 when its members Joined enother group of young
Portuguese from continental Portugel, Madeira and

the Azores and formed the CLUB PORTUGUESE de HUDSON
or HUDSON PORTUGUESE CLUB as it 1s known today.

This new club established its headquarters at 49 Mein
Street where 1t steyed until 1933 when it moved to

its new clubhouse on Riverview Street. There purpose

e — i ot . oo e et et s et

12.



was to render entertainment,lrocroation, and good
citizenship to all its member:, snd to create a
better understanding between the new arriving Por-
tuguese-gpeaking people from the mother country,
and the American way of life.

And so, the Portuguese Club became a center J
where the Portuguese of Hudson--young and old--would
gather on Saturday night for their outing, dancing,
their regional folk dances, and to discuss thelr
problems.

Soccer ball, being a2 major recreationel activity
in Portugal wss soon introduced in this community.

In 1923 a group of young men from the Hudson Por-
tuguese Club formed two soccer ball teams; one retain-
ing the Club neame of the Huds.n Portuguese Club

and the other known as the Madeirense Soccer Ball

Team. The leter being comprised entirely of players



from the beautiful Portuguese island of Madeira.
These twe friendly rivals competed in the New
wngland Soccer Ball League for yesrs against such
stalwert teame as the Scandinavians of Worcester,
the Lusitania Recs of Cambridge and other famous
soccer bell teams of Mess., Rhode Island, and Conn.
The Hudson Portuguese Club proudly displeys many
beautiful trophies won by these athletic gladiators
of a by-gone era.
Some of the faces in the crowd of spectators
at soccer ball games today are well remembered for
their heroics on the field in thelr younger days.
Some of these former players who ere still around
are Jose karques, faustino Mendes, Jose Alves, Carlos
Alves, Manuel Mirunda, Alexandre Abreu, Jose T. Cabral,
Manuel Machado, Olivier Nunes, and Jose M. PFerreira.

Karly games vere played et the 0ld Trotting



Park now known as Morgen Bow}. It should be noted

here that the members of the team toiled many days ﬁ
cutting and clearing this field in order to make

it payable.

Today the club etill maenages to support two
teams. The "A" team 18 currently competing in the
Massaechusetts State League, while the "B" team 1s
making its presence known in the Boston District
League.

In 1928, the club was incorporated and its mem-
bers started to look for & better and bigger place
that would sarve club activities such as; night
schools, soccer ball games and & band that was a
credit to the Portuguese Club and the town of Hudson.
Lete in 1928, 1t was votec to buy a tract of land
off River Strest to build & clubhouse, & ball fileld

end picnic grounds.
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On September 22, 1933, the clubhouse was inau-
gurated with the presence of the locel euthorities,
church and other distinguishecd gueate from Hudson
end other citles and towns. That culminated the
dreem of the Portuguese Club members for what they
had been longing for so long.

The Portuguese Club, as it stands today, is
a momument to the Rrtuguese race and their stay,
marking thelr passage in Hudscn end for which Hudson

shoudd be proud.

LADIES' AUXILIARY

When the new clubhouse was insugursted, a

group of women formed the TLadles' Auxiliary within

the club which proved to be very helpful to the club,

This group was formed under the leedership of the

late Mrs. Leonor Almada, Mrs. Elvira Rio, e&nd Mrs.

Rita Ferreira, together with a group of other good

16.



ladies and young girls.

It was in 1939 that the Ladies' Auxiliary of
the Hudson Portuguese Club adopted ss their petron
saint, "Nosse Senhora Do Rosario De Fatima" (Our
Lady of the Rosery of Fatima). They decided in
conjunction with the club to have & fesst every year
in honor of the Pabtmon. This, they did that year
and every year since, usually in the first part of
July.

It consists of a procession from the club to
the church where they attend Mass or religious
services, snd go back to the club where dinner 1is
served and & band concert is held. On Saturday
night before the fesst dey, there is slso s band
concert ana a display of fireworks that sttract a
lot of people to the club grounds.

The present chapel where the Image of Our Lady

17.



could be venerated all the ygar round, was built

at the left side of the club entrance by John P. Rio
who offered, gretis, hls services for the project

In 1951.

In the early days, the Ladles! Auxiliary cer=-
teinly was a greet help tu the club, as today under
the leadership of 1ts President, dMrs. Kose Sousa
Monteiro, and other active anc goo& ladies, they
still ere a groat group of workers to whom the club
is grateful.

Up until 1910, there were in Hudson only four
Portuguese voters. Today there are more than one
thousand Portuguese nemes on our town voting list.
Cn the voting list we notice that of those who have
registered, & grest mejority are Demucrats, some
Independents, snd only four ere reglstered Republicans.

It 1s also worthy to mention that durlng World

v g =
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ver I, 19 Patriots from e ro}atlvely small Por-
tuguese colony in Hudscn, Joined our ermed forcog.
Cf the nlneteen who went to wer onl, elghteen returnod.w
Cne, Domingos 7. Fortes, was kllled in action in the '
battle of Argonne, *rance.

(n the lonor Roll In the main hell of the Tor- ﬂ
tuguese Club, therc are the names of 1,2 Portupuese
o' American horn Portujuese boys end 3 young ladlos
who served during World Wer II. Of these 142, four
lost tholr livee In the battle flelds of war. They
were: John Gouse, Edward (Rainha) Queen, Jose Neves,
end Jose PFaria.

Cf those whce worked and helped the Portuguese
of Hudson to become cltizens, 1t 1s worthy to m-ntion
the nemes of Jose . deChaves, Jose !i. Ferreirsa,
the late drs. Lecnor Almedes, and ¥rs. kBlvira Rio.

Chaves, alons, the records show, sponsored 281 Por-



tuguese, whom he accoapeniasd to U, S, District

Court in Bostoun where they beucame U.3., Citlzens.

From a l'ew immlgrente of some sixty or seventy

Joers ago and those that have arrived since, to

prove thelr worth, stands the rortuguese Club and

the beautiful homes tnat they have built or bought

in Hudson. Today, in Hudscn, there are rfortuguese

frcom all the islands of cthe Azores, Msdelra and

every province of contlnental rortugel.
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