
Cf!APTbR I 

I guess it all s t arted when my dad immigrated to this country f rom Erazi l. _r\s a 

young_ hqy ·n his early t eens my gran~mother sent hi m to t he United States with 
,..· , , (" ~ ~ . .,,,. \ -s/ 

only a suitacase and note pinned to his lapel, telling t he r eader where e should 
, ·whenyh.e arriv~l here.!! 1 , p t ,l • t t t De sent. on see , r.e cou1.u on y spea" .or uguese anu coming o a s ragge coun ry ... 
it was a very hard t:L111e f or him. He was quite big and at t he awkward stage in a 

young boy 's life. My grandmother ,ms a very s trong willed woman and after years 

of mental and physical abuse with my gr anofat1er in Portugal she decided to go t o 

Racife Brazil and live. This is where my dad was born and where they made their 

home for about 13 years or so. Being where the people spoke the same language 

made it a l ittle easier for my dad and his mot her. She left much of her wealth 

in Portugal when she left my grandfather as her family uvmed many acres o-F farm 

land etc . which my grand fat her in a drunken rage , would mke her sign over to him 

f or his ma.ny v ices. It was after one of t11e many beat ings t hat she received at his 

hands that she finally decided to leave and start a new life for hersel f and my dad . 

When my dad's boat arrived in Po s ton h;&or , s i nce he could sneak no English, a 
1t- h " P B 1 h 

pol i ce officer from t he North Dnd of Bostoii0 %Jas e~fgc1aup8rit¥gt1tf~n~!It~rwWa£ my 

father would tell him. The note on his lapel told of where his master could be 

reached and where to send him. 1'tith his biidcage in tow and his lonely suitcase 

he was put on a us to Dighton , :,,IA where his master was wai t .·ng for him.. He vas 

t o wor k on a farm and earn his room and board and in turn t hey would provirle him 

r..vi th his schooling and clothes . 

He was placed in t he Second grade of school where t]e kirls used to ma'ke fun of him 

because of his size. !1e couldn't put his knees under t he desk he was so large -For 

t i1-is size ~c. At times he would lif t t he rlesk r ight off the floor, screws and all. 

:Many of the teachers would get aggravated at t his and lost atience with h im. TI1~ . .s 

on top of t he ki ds making fun of him and teasing him all t1te time anrl t aking his hat 

and running away was a ,c-rustrat :i.ng t ime -for dad. At t i'lles they would t hrow his hat 

over a small cliff where he would have t o climh c~.o-rn , risking his life to get it. 

The older boys also would beat him un and he , on JTian:y occasions would go 11ome wit h a 

bloody nose . Boys ca..11. be very cruel to other hays when t hey are not li1<~ them and 

don I t speaJc their language. It's 1-mrd f'or t herf understand ho -r my dad felt all the 

time. 

~ 
For recreat i m1 my dad and his f r iends would play with t he 1~1+ barrens t hat 

came a.ff t he '.)oat s loaded with blubber f rom t he w½ales t hey caught. One day 
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while lie was layin~ with his f riends :, t r ey rolled h · off a 20 foot cliff, hy t he 

water and t he Coastguard had t o come tote r escue hefore the t ide came in or e 

would ave drowne<l.. 

As he went to t he older rades , t he childr en got bigger and ½ecame more resent ~1l 

o. him. By t h is t ime he was getting stronp-er and stronger f rom all t , e hard -.ror <: he ... 
di on his ~-1aster' s f arm. He would l ift t he harrells over his 1·1ea an'- build up 

( 

his muscles. S@me of tiem-were ma~e of i r on and as I said before + ey were used 

by the •Jhalers to store blubber oil wh · ch was used to burn lanterns . IIe ecame 

more con "de t as he got s tronger and wo1ld wrestle anyone to t he ground . He would 

occ s ionally get beaten up , hut al. ·n all, he tried to hold his own. -Ti s 'faster 

had no sympat hy £or him when e di get hurt , he was s t ill o 1: ged to do l is wor~< 

on t he farm his chor es were many . These ere very lonely t imes for my dad, 1-ie 

felt so alone and to i i it seemed t hat no one carert a out 11j or 1-iis robl ms . 

This is surel_ a l ' ce t o i ject t hat Taught T"_mes :Tever Last ~ oug11 eople Do . 
t ~, h h 1 ~ had . i • h . 1 ~ '"1.Y a was one o. t e toug,1 eop. e an,, e fai t i 1.n ,1.mse_- . 

There was one t ime on his 1-.ray ,orne f r ol" sc ool that mv da 1•,as sto;r1ed y t ree men 

,,rho beat him up very adly . e dic1n 1 t even 1. ow ,,hy . Thero · c patr ol fotm h im 

on t !-le beach after hi s :-faster had r e orte l1im iss i ng . Fe spent three days i t he 

IIos ital and by t is time he was getting very isgustc -.rit .America and t. e 1:.:Ce 

he d here. I e deci ed t o t urn h.i s 1 · -r=e arou t hen and there so when . e got out 

of the 1 s. i t a l he start ed t a1 inr- ½oxi.ng lessons . This 1-.rasn 1 t easy to fin--l the t i e 

to o t '.1.is so e would ar · se a t S ]J , ~rn-- :,..an go ta1(e 'Ii.is lessons -F'r om a Portup,uese 

man ,.rho lived near by nd t hey got alon great toget er. ,e the wo do some 

chor es he-fore 0 oing t o school and be on . is way . He felt hetter a½m t himsel at t his 

poi .tin t ime and one da· coming home f rom school e saw t .e same t hree me w o 
I 

!1a beaten him up earlier and r ut him in" e Hospital . Ee f ollowe them and as it 
,I ,.. • 

. was getting dusk, t hey JPlit up an w en t here ,,rere only t wo of them , with only his 

bare f i sts he got even with them . He was so elated after doing t i s and satis ie 

•.,,rith himself t hat he t hought it was tl e f irst t ime t hat e didn't get t he short end o 

t he s tick . America was getting to l ook etter and etter to him. Fe continued taking 

boxing l essons and became quite good at i t. He left school when he was in the 5th 

gr ade and bes i es wor inr.; on his :r-~aster' s farm he helpe lea~ roll t e drums of 

blubb roil onto t 1 e eac w ere t li.ey would be loaded on to hor se and huggy teams. 

'The iv 1alers soJ11et: es sol t 1 e ha ·rells to tli.e I ardware stores nearhy after <la 1< w en 

t hey 1· ouldn' t )e seen ., t his was illegal. 

-2-



·-
One cla~r on t e 1a, from school three men stopneo r,y dad ann ,eat .im up ery 

hadly. He didn't even ow Hhy. The po1 ice natro foun h ' on the each afte lii.s 

mas· er had renorted t at 1e irln' t ge 1ome to ,,ror1<: in the f'elds to nick the 

strawherrie or d · .G the potatoes . 1e <=pent t ree da.'s in the hos..-,ital and hy t s t:iJ .e 

he .•ms g tting very ilisgi ste w· th erica and ·.s l ' f'e here. Pe starten goi , to 

'l)oxing club tat was n a . is ~·1 ter ' s liaise . Te vouln a~ise at 5 · 30 a.m . ad o 

take les s '- ns fro a Portuguese man 1,iho '1i1:e<l h · He learned J ow to -. fend i se f 

t ere . On one special ay , coming home +rom sc ool he sa L .e sarie three men ·J o 

harl ½eaten 1.:im un a - e ' months earlier. ne ~v i ted just ½efore dark and t1'1ey sp it 

un . o there 1 er e only two of t e . ,,rith his h re h nds , My father zot even ith 

t e1:1. vas so elated that e couJd accomnl · s tis and ,a e hi verv sat.'s-cied . 

. 1is was t , e first t.' ,.e since .e arr ·veo. ere in .t\merica t 1 Pt he oi.dn't get t , e 

s . ort en--1 o:'- t1.e stic and he bet t , e Vn of 11.eni.. ire continued ta\ing box ·ng lessons 

+or three years an _ t hen le+t school in the 5th f;r ade. ne 1 onl c1 P,arn :r,oney lie]:1ing 

roll the drums of Jluhber oil onto t he he ch he e t11_ey ·1ou d load t'11ern on to the 

horse an buggy t eams . 

Anot er inci dent tha.t i s wort¾y oF note is one time when ry nan cli!17hed over n c::1; -r--f 

to get Eagle's er,g;s uhich he was to wo l n :~yj ng rr goon cu11nunt o+ r1onP,y . 'f'l-ie 

r'e put rone over the cl · f.c and let Pl~' -Fc1t , er c1n vn to fh,e nest . 1\-ft r retreivin~ 

about 6 or 7 eggs o e o:F the 1; .rys he had previotsJy he2ten tn crone hy a.na wi t out 

,myo e 1'11rnv·nz 'lie cut t e rope and my r1 c Fell no·vn to t _e roe\. on t e 1,rnter' s 

ecge, 20 ft . hel ,, . ITe broke an arm and , leg . 1\not'!-1er tiT'1e 1,.rhile trainjnp- ~e 

was holdin;; on to :-i 1'1inc1mi lJ 1--ilclde an<l. a g 1sh of win t11rAw . im to t e r;rounil a he 

hrol-:e }is nose anr1 an ann . The Coastguarrl was s11J1111loned once a.p-;:i_in tn rescue him 

fr n i s f ::i 11 ocf the clF+. s1·10r 1 aHer t l i s , _i s JT1ot 1er arrived l~ere rom urazil 

an<l tool-: c arg o : ..15M . e contin11e . 1 ,rit is 11oxi_n~ an0 hecar1e prett)' .soo<l a.t i t. 

He ha an im-.,ortant fight ac edule for t . e Boston Garde when he met and married 

my mother Anna Souzb. from t he Nortl--i Fri.a o+ P.o'"to11.. They _. ot married in the Portuguese 

Churc on Portla·1d St eet1 in T:ast r.::i. hri,1getl1ere th.ey sett1 e-:l. ilfv +atrier's 11oxing 

showed :1rom.'se _and a ½ig f i ght was prorotea for 1-\:un at ti,e ri8.rden . ?v tl-i.is timP 

rriy motli.er ·ms ahout to give hirt., to my olrlest sister Ann.8 a11d ,,,asn't r1oincr, rery !J,OOcl 

so my dad 1\1oul<ln ' t le ve her s · rle and the f i ght, as -Forfeited . Pe 11as arred fro . t11.e 

ring a cl n ver fat 1, t acrai.n . LTe ·worked ard , w-i t ont sn c ,uc tion , to ring un 8 

criilrlren 4 hoys and 4 girls not to .entio t , 1rinr, ·n two arlonterl cH 1,-'lren one time and 

then 2 more acloy,te . children T,- hose JT1ot.1er l-icic'l rHen an the; were close to my mother. 

1' e also had my Uncle living wit h us .car c1 w :Ue. Hy fath.er h<1.d a hPart o-f ~nld and 
-j-

so d·n 111y riother. 
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(',1 s th s t e t ~ro~ 

t m on+ t o tl ,7 . -'-:t r 

sl e o n d. , eti c-, t 11ere ' ! , _ 

r 'c -. 011 :1 nut , · 1 _ "'r 

"an, ~ t i,.,~ T C-""' 

"1? --'!p,'1 i.,W1 J1lr' <11; "1S I) "' 1.C ( 1n en:,;_ cl .OTI'";; ti-0 t r ac1". t at 1' '1n Ore n- t 10 t:r"''"S . 

T•1p '•' 11t on t 11c Floor hy • '10 . e l l v s t o r .• ~n t . e ar1 or :i.n t 1'l ·_s co 1 1e l_,,,c r1 t o 1, .e11 

it ,o . n~ 1. lr en , s war n. T11e 01 s . r' f:> ' •[0111 r1 ::i1--innt 3 ~8l(W zer o nn t 1 er e 

P ,i ont 

r1 Sc 1 sa_;E'S . 

't' ' r t J' 

one. ~;o o , e ,. - t cy 11 , 1lip-''1 sc t001 (e"l1 c::i t · or1 u _" se). ,., rl i ,.ln' 'lave a l ot of nn11e 

~ e+ o : nare ts . o 10 ·e 1s t r eTf1~n,1m s _ . we a l -~;'S c "'e · rs t , "tl-i. 

no easy t , s1~ in tl'.0se r1, y , 1it1•01 t (:"0orl anr : o s ;r , a s t 1, er . 

Si c\ness in t 1" P. 11r usc wot rl e a c t a . t-ro"'hc . It , 01 , ;i ?ii. n ,,t ti, ,,,i 1_e hrm i10 l n , 

P S eci l y i-r d rl 0r ,ot .er rot si c1r u t 1-JC s11rviv , it ;:mrl 1 cl G'IJ"1P fl-,yo 1<";1' 

str n4 aJ1;i ah to f , ce a'1y •1 -F~at :, :-irirl __ :~ "101,rn to 11 in l qt""r l jfr--. Li lre c1 s~< o P,., 

so cl . r , yo 1 ~:JT to .'11nJ-: t e ~nor1 Lor-1 +rol;" r1 p:,r t n r7R ' and '5J01l 1 ecirn to r o] l .,, · t h 

t e 1 c1-it'! c: . 

1·"1 t o JT f'anri.1 · es n an1 t 1,e 

e t C 

an vol sne ,1 A.Cc or i.nrr 1 v . 
J J ' 

'rm c r t ai 1 , 

ov~r a-: in , vo1 ,.;a t to ac ompl is 17. s o'l'let J ~ s 

11.e s c · .ci eel so muc , -For 'Oll , ren ·011 wer ~ 'O nr-. 

t ll,pv t ., ri.nr rle to , tter ropr

a 1 uc o-~ t e 1,u 1- m r eTT'erri 0r 

() t0 i ve vonr nas t 



7:1 · ngs weye b 

+ather to meet. 

at ome alt ou h our P1ontl1lv , , nt NilS ori.ly · 30 . T11at vas h r .or my 

·e c\rnb · !:;e ry_ 1b er C'onp ny ,,her e rn , dad wor1-:er'1_ mo red <lo ,m ~out 

h. e •.;as out o a job. T11e cor1·--a, y co 1 . one a .et. eir hus."11.ess c1 ean-r dmm so t1'.. 

_.id to he T) out t , e rr.n y 1.1 · se was to sel1 news,cpers f t r anr 

bef or , sc] ool. I lso sol . )ottlecl (1ootle1:; ) ':-1hi_slce . .. e fHlpers I 1, o 1 pid: un on ... ~ 

, ird and Otis , tre ts ( urke' s Canr1 ~tore) . This wou d ay , one cent a . ner. 

Two a's a week I 1.,ould go to 'Jan-1a's Cafe to niclr tn cbo t 10 1,ot tes (!" pints ) -nn 
n · ts o-r 1 ,isJtey . 1'·1e ca l er it n, t\tt½ n m and. I wotld ha re to zo to t , e rear o-f. t '\-ie 

Caf to • · ck · t un my . i t t _e ca t . Tl, is I wou 0 nt t u der Pl)' '1apers c1n , se 1 1 them to 

pen'11e c lon0 .. y ;1c1 er route who cm ldn' ~et 01 t of the liou. e. I ould r eceive 25¢ -for !< nint 

ancl 50¢ for '>i ts and wou1rl et 2¢ back on t ' e , pties o:f 1,hic. I r eceivec'! 1¢. 

el · rer to t :1 Court1 01 se Judges ,uarters ann l ea 'e the ~ iske v· tli the Secr etr1ry or 

Janito ad sometirncs ;;et pai later. The S err:ifr. ' s ho11se w~s also a delivery c;not ash 

lived. across +ron the Court 1ouse . r•· s cook was a oorl customer and wou1.'.'J take 3 pint 

t, · cc a 1veek. This ', as v i r_r sale every wee1-:. 

+ter th '.s ericx of my life got intPrest {. n nasket baU anrl s-rort s am:~ gave un the 

hootl ggi an naper route . I go ,, 1 i.cense to a i.ve at 6 t o , T ua Ca;1t ain o-F , , ... 

our 1.as1'·ethall team e::tch year aI1d also t 11e s1 al]es rlayer. I scored t e niost uo··nts 

for t e t1 .ree vears t hat was in sc"1oo 

SFo1:ey +rom the R hert s Sc1-1nol who we a 1>rays e c.ed un ulavinr, in the f-ina. s . On our 

tea we had Center-n.e G. 1 o·w :' (t11e t a l .e t) _ ·.';ht Gu"lrd- ,Toe "J T1'le i 0a , LE-'ft G ar cl-

Tony Paira , Left Fonvar d- ·Ienry Vera or Cosno T)inito , t h.en .Tess."e nogers , n D'li ferrac~ni 

:md r.ennv , 11era were ' fanap-er s . rorace .Jaco1; •ns nr:inci a1 o+ our Sc1"ool am .Jerry 

n;_r;p;i s w _ t11e 7th r.ro.d teac 1er , I e ·m s :i .so the r::oacr. •-;as writt -n 1.1') in th 

na'') .As all t he t ime and t :!1 Coac -f-r orn Tiin0ri;e 'T'ec came to ny 1~ouse to see ,' ;:r. rents 

anr tr)' to z ,t the to sern~ me to t 11at sc'1 ol. 'T'l-iev ~;:irantee .,e ::i c:ct-iofa.rsh ·r to a]nost 

anv Cn _lege so t11nt I co .d !llay 1)- s1"et all !'.'or t -e . ' ~r <;ra(ies ;_n sci-i.ool we en · t that 

p-oo cl anr-1 at gra 11at" o t ½e11 -nut ne i n t e Ce11t ral 1.'oc t · 0n;:il cc11.no1 .i:or o e vear. I 

'1layed bas'ket 1 all fo t1--ie sc11ool an t '.1e coach f-'ro. , P_i_nclge use to come . 01,m t t 'e C:yni 

to ".·m.tch ,",e .. nd t c \ to ne a~ont h~ ·i n ci;ood. grc1. cs s0 t at I c:nn1 d ,o t o 1is sbhool. 



went o e , e r t t 'lie Jocatio Sc. ol an the tr ns:ferrecl to n_inclfTe Tee 

, C 00 T'1 cl t e Var s · t y Sqt d i my P"rst year as Pres an . i s ,-as SOT'le -

,1 a t of feat •ent 
. 

t o t 1 e ec1 'T'o t 17.a an~ I ria ·ng · ah nc 1,11(' rne year 1 as £ ) .. . 

\ :i , e play 
. Pas . et )a. 1 in t \e 8t Gr d at t h , nutnaJ'l Sc ,,,e had t 

. 
te8J11 1-iat /'T 00. s 

V 

1 /erl ·n t 1e "Par 1-:: T)enartment Lea o.c t e rit r . Pou o.c 1 s from our r ho 1 (at t e 

t inL 1. e were C 1 l::, io s ) nd t , ree otl-iers rom the neio;l.horhoo, on t1.e C' t :r C ~nm i on 

s 1in ann. .a to .lay t he "Newton t a111 ,, h.o <1er e also C11amps · their C:it , . I 1 ill never 

forget , .. en we w nt to D y t e , i n 'ewton , it ,,-as t e irs t 01 t of 5 1a .. es for th 

C .m ionsh;p. .ey hc1d a , .ut i c 1 ne ·.r sc ool ~y:rn and t h.e, cane o t 1 it , at e st 5 

. asket 1 s . ey 1vere sponsorer1 '')y eaut i t outf;_ts t hey 

-1ore , new sneakers rl WariP- · UY) suits 

people ,,ri tl-1 m.one ' and 

n al . t he -Fr · n,,.es. ,, Th.ey also 11a-i Che r Leacers 

ncl oran~ s to eat at ri ·eat: · T 1· ~ s 1 t e tr1J11JD · gs . 'T'h.ey - 11 y 1 oo ker1 l i 1::e 

b · r; lea'.'(t1e. On t 1 o Le .·~ • . a, 1 . ,,er e d essec1.. ery r , r;gerly ; d "rt)7 snea1cers , torn 

had s tring olcl i g t her1 un ; a counle oF orn t01,1els an 

di dn't eel rery ,ood hout it as we 1 e,( eople ~ e e latg ing 

n nts , sone o: 1s eve 

2 o 1 L bas J,- t 11 . t-re 

b .1t we got into o ir e-Fore we s t arterl nd a ·.d our U . ll 1 prayer nc e co rap;ed 

e c½. at .er not t o et t heir 001<:s f o'1J s · Ve can ~eat t he 1•e said . 1'1, e are a 

unch o·F an i e 1''e , i t t hem har d an0 " e .. c le of cou. s but we let t'l-i em .o -v ..,. e 

were roun . I 1 a t 1e Canta in nd ,ave tl-te bo rs my t S ' a nep t a11r . Our coa "7 c L 

1 e coul o it·. j us t 60 out t ere am-1 n r has .et cill . I t i k ~ot soJ11eL ·ng 

l ik 26 points · .or t e gm e ; I ' ante to beat t 11e so harl . T•,'e r n circl es ar ound 

t ,em n cl t lie fin 1 score -1a s 66 to 45 I t hi we beat t. e. o l-ir<1 that in t e en 

tl-1e,: ,,ere emh rr sed not 1 s . T11 . s s11re · 8. r'.vid 171emor:r rnv rn "nd . 

I u_" t school a .d t 
. 
nto the ccr 1 s. 1Jv 03.( t he P'•' I could 't a+'f or e lv8.S n ~L .... an. 

?t 

t o 170 to school an , onrr r . , aa t wal ~: about ') es e ch ra ust go t o school , 
-·· 

~ 

and 0 her 2 · 1.es to COI:le } ome 'I11e coac11 he f.Te 
'-' 

me t c stay l s 1.001 hnt I had 

IT'.ci (le l ri my mi to (T i nto t he Senr ce nd go out to Po11ell, 110'0 , i (T Th:is wot l r1 b -
dn pa ent s out nd Dc ) r t l e r ent t o l ( e n 0.1 3 famil 1.0 1se on ir~ <:;t. j 

r 

'T'h.e ar' r t i r e of inin int o t he .,CC 's 'v ::i l so a 1 re 0 in and I ren forre- mv 

age o rr t in. wa a litt] e t der a.,ee at t he t · e. 

s 
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Ir ce·ved a c eek +or $30 . 00 e -c month . assi<;ne t , is to my narents . _ t at 

l east , na ·. t e rent . I att ne t he r an , or. Cornor 1 and WO d t 11en receive S36 per 

P1ont . -rter t a t , t ey J11'::ld . e So-t . at $45. 00 1 ent e ,~ i (T t11e 30. ,, , 

a Jlotm nt lior1e an_ t1i.e h nee 1 -• as 1(cnt 1,( .t e at Ca.!'1n, ~ 5 I SnP. t as 1 S8' f ·.t 

fe v collar s 011 Satur ca ~ j p 1 .ts y 1 0 ·in~ o to1m ci t 1 e i\.mer · can 

L gion 1 al. I could m, ce $SO . on '." .. tIY ay nir,11 ts a 

nt manazc to save a +e1v 1 cl s. Som time J wo 11,. 1--i t on 

',1 ac1• eye or s1• o 1.len 1 ·p 

se1 . J r;:iine very 

ad i=or t is. he 
, . 
L l ce . TT'e , COl'1le o:- otl1.0r r · o; .ters 

anrl encour, red us. It ·Tas ic to ;; · e or,:ers as S<;t , o o e ('; ve e anv .act:- t 11-: . 

+nm a loca 1 '10 t I ,o;ot rw $ 50 :iri.viva_r. 1\-F c t , is I ev~r 

rm <:;11.t ~::iin I t 0UG , t I vas ~ r tt: ' [';OO , loov-:in'T T9\ . I ·1i <l ' 1 ,mt t J'1.l::'SS .n my +ace. 

t. see11'"ed i..roni . trn t .' -Fat er rm f 1t 1--ieca 1s e 1ie c1.s not a- l\rr. e i c n anr~ at t he ti "1P 

T , ; s f · g 1~ • g it v , s _.cu 1 e Na. an An er · cc1 ani1 in t e Amv (r:r:C') n, rrac 1cs . T·'e 

1•rere contro le 1,y J my officers , li e<l in "1 rracks and 111ore vhar\y 1 i+"orris . 

11;nney Fl sn 7) , ye n P1aj or ·1art 1. i. fe lS -ru ITT' t11nt l ,Jrt)f " T n;aine~ r ~s.,ect i to'•m a ,-1 · t 

he"!::1e1 our Camp , lot . Peon 8 seem~;i to 1 il, r me ;i+ter a '.hi 1 e rin r1 rnir cay,cn r1 ; :1 p 1_0t 

c. n,e 11ome t'vO yea s later nr1 lon1·in(T 1,ac1· T tl-1 in.k tliat tl11.s 'v:i s tt1c hest t hin,,. ever 

n·ri ioinin,rr t 11.e r: ,c.r: , 's. It ri;n ne .;_;-1:li t [! ti.,~ t;rnc T ' 18S in.t0 s t e;ilinrr C:lTS ;:it 

n,--,sto'1 ":1.rrle . :inn . el1in:; t 1 ef1 .c. r 1,uc1·s . ' ''c ,von1 ;i snll ,.(),,. 1_;_,,.t,ts r.,r $5 r ,, ,n cl set. 

r>rca1·i.ng into Cooi<·e .r, ctor:es n nent r t . T also stnle :-ar1i.oc; +'-ron c:i.rs 1.n0 G1Tri_er'1 

nnr1hcr s'1 i_ns .ro · ... e 1,ooki.cs an h001 :cr-l nuri e s ror .,en..,l c in tlw n0 r nn.. I 1·ms m~tti.nn; -in 

,.,; '1 :1 lxvl e l s:r,cnt 1vhe I ··1en a~vnv c1nr1 w:1s r-nrtunc1tc t :'t I •tas ...,eyer caun;'-'t . T c:m't 

'1iri oats i"md. then hoo1,: 1:-:.n UYJ to tl-ie teaJ'1 , n-r1re iT'l w1.ter , coTT\'-ierl his r•t~me rinr-1 Fl-ii 1 e 

the, were lo:i.. i.nr t1.e team ,( t l-i the .r-rcs1; nortt zucc;e hrea rl ~ I .,r0ulcl ~Pt 25¢ a rlay .r-or 

<loi.nn; t11i.s . 'T'l-1e I 1.•ro 1h start nv YJPYJer ro te. 



di , 1, 1 o y pa er r oute 

bott es . I 1a, a co art e t 

also s 11 · g t e Wh_ • s1:ey an p · cki. tm the ret r ed 

der my naners fort t st1f+ n de i ver . it o l 

n t wee 1 o irs n t e ,omi ng . 

J oe ,0 ez '\ tlose at r ,,ere my Go par nts . 0 is J ,or,ez o mer! t e 

kert h " s hor s anc vhe e Pm la ho s horse ano t e -m. 

The ol an , my go er Louis Lonez 1 s a furnitur e mover vith his hor se ;:in 

t e n. e t o 0 Hi t h i m SOJ11et mes j the sUJTIJ11er to ta .e tru1ks t o t,.,_ . 
s s 

peo le goin to Port g 1 or Ir larnl etc . L 'e to :.;o 11it h h i. a t 6 The peonle o 

t e ships were nice to us . The, would ive l s f ooo to eat t17.at e n er t s ted 

hefore n so, e fis to t a1:e ,-,i.o . e a lso . on r; Ton Lonez 1· or1cec1 at t':e ~ourthouse . 

rove a c m true:-: +or t he County ' 'fainte. ance Depart e t. Be H: .d T11e 

d as a , ays ea< y to do an tl-iin , he coul. for me. Fe ha-1 1~e;rs for e rery oH·· ce 

nd I coul l eave my naner" an t 1 e ittle bottles f r j 1l'.:'l es tc. TTe 1 as well l i 1 en 

t t e courtli.ouse anrl cot 1 d d0 any n that e 1ante to . T e 1 :=t also rery honest 

anil relig · ous. He ot me t e _" ob at t e nst_._tute mov · es through Fr. r.1a1.erty , 

th e priest f ro., t he ...,acre 1 eart C'mrch , :ho o me0 t he shmv . 

J e ,0 ez was ony Lopez's br ot her. 

o-f- Cambric eon t . e treet Dent . r ol 

ITe was c hravs drun 1< R.n orke for t he City 

g o 1t barrel s . (r 1l)hish ) I as t he on y 

one li.e w 11 a~ a y at ent i.on to. Pe . iJ:erl e cause I was toug . If he was in 

a Fi ght , I woul s to 1:iJn anrt take om Fe was a wa,rs be in~ loc ce~ up hy t he 

C TJ1.hridge nolice for one t hing or a ot er . -r.: · g:-i t·ng mostly . Pe 1·.rould f" .t w· th 

an,70 e. Le 11a s a look 1 i e for 1''a lace Beery . One day i t too , 5 pol icerien 

to put him i to t e ad y l''r1.rron as ve c 1 ed it . Fe "as h ndcuf f e an eat up 

so ha t ey ad to call t i e am.bl lance o t ake h · to t. e -rospi t a l. I ·icJ e<l ann 

chen a :ro lie.en an I was crying . 111e o lice an 

,r fanny ann. d · c1n ' t et up for ahout ten JT'inut es . 

ave me a 

Joe sa 

hove anrl la de 

. e cryi n~ anrl tli.at 

starte him off gain 1·1:1.i e l a _r ther e i a nndnle of bloo , '..vaitinr: f or an 

on 

rurib 1 ance , ,. i th 5 co;1s stan :i ng ov~r '1, im wi tl-1 ha c i-1:'F twis ters nn bot h 1,rr · sts d 

t ey 1ere hlee ·ng badl y . I ave neve f 0rrr,ottc the s · g t t t corneo o-F 3r 

and ST)ri. g t . by t he c1 court Ol se rino t he no 1. ice h x was on t .e no e , t 1, o doors 

. om l ive Joe topez . brotl:.er ~1.nuel Lonez and his ,. ife Ag es. !Te 1se t o hox 

i. t my a at t 11e Training Camp tl ey ha. ~ n t he "Jort ,nrl of Pos t on . 



'Tlien I got 11y lice se to ~ri.ve I h contacts with the hoo.:ies ·n the 1orth Pnd . They 

tr. sted ne an e me a a ress wli.er e to nid· up ce tain nermle and t r:iJ:e t ri.em to 

t e 'Baboot ga1ne and (clice) p-2.mes . muld he r; iven an acklress where the g:;:imes 

1 ould ,e 'hel and I was the only one who 1~ne1v th i.s. That was becm1se · f r ey · ere ev r 

r a 1w t e police, no one would ro ) t 'lie games . I · s tr1 s te. h _, the 'Roys ·n tmvn . 

As y01mg as I ·was , I woul d ~et S for rl.e ivery and $5 for nic1: U:J . I was asked 

t o get involved ·.n credit card cashing anrl other schemes but always re-f-used. '1v T100r 

dac 1,ras on t he P, ·L i\. a , inistrati.on mak·n_g $27 a ,. ee1, , 8 hr s. a day, 40 hrs . a ,reek . 

I 'vas makin0 ore money t han h.".m d t h r.iy little schenes . I would carry slips on 

riy 11erson tha t were wri..t te11 tp hv the ho01des . The s lins ranged fro111 1¢ to $5 . 00 

Somet imes I had cash of $3 to $4 and I woul ave t ~e s1 ins nun1icated . 1'11e customer 

also had a conv o . what numher they b1d nfayed ·for t he .a.y . Tile numl-:-,er vm1l.rl come 

out at t he race trac\: rmtual number of 3 an 4 igi ts. T,:e nerson who nlc1yed -,oul<l 

get $6 for every one dollar t l ey het anywl1ere From l¢ on t hree nunhers to a y amount 

and four numbers also. If someone got a pood hit I wonld get a $ 5 b ·.n +rom t ii.em. I coulci 

run like hell so I would ride in t he car wit'I: the pichm man who wol lo picl-: 1 n cash 

and slbs f rom the bookies . If we vere stoprerl ½y t he police , I was to t ake off on foot 

1 • :i t . the sl ins on my Der son and fine. qy way to Pr · nee Street , 3rd -qoor in -nos t on wliere 

I would turn t hem i n . That w s an extra onus when t his happened . The nolice 1,vere old 

and fat and had -re.y none of t em coulrl catch , .e . I would go in to an rtment hous s , over 

roof s ~ and had my w~t-a -way routes mar 1:- ed days hefore . Four or five times I ha some close 

cal.ls but T never got caught . I don ' t t ink t he nolic~ ever reaJly t ried t ½at 11arn . 

They would see :ra.e at ot her times and t1 r eaten to k "c1<: mv ass hut t hev really weren 't t hat 

:1:orceful. I guess they :!_)layed t he numhers t hemselves anrl 0irln't feel it ~I/as <1oing 

much ham to t.1e neighhorhood. Only around election time were t he nolit · cians 

making noise ahout gambling . 

To av we are almost doinrr t he same t l-iing -.rith our Lottery P;ames, only the states 

gets t 11e profits and i t i s legal now. 'l' llions o.c dollars ar _ zoin~ into the St ate 

":'reasury Dept . I kno1-.r hecause I worker1 .car t he Lottery, Dickinq- un t he s1 i s at t 'ie 

stores in my own ve ., icle . I lasted ror a}lout six mont 11s and couJrl.n't 11ac lr i t any more , 

gett i ng in and o -1t of ny car . i,1y hac1< botliered me too much so I resigned . It see'TI.s 

ir0'lic t hat I was doinr; tle same tl-iing for t he State 1eg llv t hat I ra c; clo i ng years 

ago illegally. Roy does ti e and ;,oli tics , alee a di-f-+erence . 11-,e state took tre bookies 

gaming mvay ut rerlaced it with their own . That ' s O. L thongl-i . 



"'-m , · t sees r:1 · -rf -i:0tm<l out t'1at ny nen .ew nonni.c n,ose, 11"/ hrnt er's son . F.r1(1i.~ 

· s in r.a ir-nrn · a , e le+'t , is w·.re '~ r;' L en h · s three boys , P.onn · c, rc1r1 · e a r1 ,;,icJ-ie 

,,,ere sin.al . on1 rl to eln l-irin,1 nn t17.r.> ki rls . n . ,,onn1.e 

,•ms t 11e old -st rmc1 he 1a a p ·1ots icense tn .r-iy n. T)lane. . n_ 11vc1y , it sr->pms r:, ;++ cinrl 

.Toe r: . got _.n olve -,it a co ect·nn n r:nlt 1 rl ,S .J\ . Cl i ..r .c anrl .Tne went 0 rcr t'-1ere 

rl cane h:i.c1< an too~: Ro i.e over tn "o 1 nr.11, • ;::i to n _·iot :,_ rn1 te tn 1, •-j r snrne stu-r:.r -j ... 
t,_1e U.:,. tl rour,11 "lori rt. It seems t C r rnc1. e t 11e r1 on i=y()]'l1 the nlane . They WPr e to 

n · c1 the st -Ff up on a s al 1 i.sfanrl somen e harl ni c1~ei1 t l-ie st f-F u-ri 1,c ,.ore t 1,P.J'l1 . 

' en t1ie, r,ot thcr w t . a 1i ;; 'Joat 1·mt ,,, s assi ,n;ner1 to t heri 1ly t e neo-:,le ·1 roT'1 

Arn;ent i.a , the stu ·f Wc S alread~r niclreo nn SIJ rii.rf rlnJ11erl .Toe nn .Toe l,1ar1e ~,onnie. 

r.onnie ·<"ip;ured i.t vs r: · .r-r: 1 s f'."r·e i1s so tlvw were --rig11ting a ,onn;st t11P.TT;Se1ves . 

nne n · 1 t T?nnn · e ca l ed me anr1 sc1ir1 ,1 ;-r-r wanted to r,ect im in ·fast r>oston cit :1 

certai (3arag t 11at was connecterl v0 th the b · r 11oys · n I'ostnn ::i r1 "'-!c~" T:n,glann . It 

seer1s thr1.t Cli·rf user1 so e of t 11eir o ev ·for t :1e onerati..on ~m~ t liev 1·mnten to finr 

out ho was lyin~. t!ayhe RCt a '-1nll et as wel 1 . "flonnie 1rnew I 1-1ar1 a lot ,.., .r: .crien s 

in !:ast nos ton , a1 so aL t e hig ~u_ s ·n tm i.ecm se I user to 1<:.no · tl-ie Hel l :m<1 

hacl rr· enrls ·n high ;1 aces n t e un-'1 ,rorln . I n·c1-er1 un m-rn1 ers in riy e rl ·er da:s . 

n0 n · e a.ncl I were to rr1cet 1,lifr o rer t,__,eTe at a1)()11t ~TL .. . .·1e c i.rln't lr nw that .Toe 

to 

r:ast iotta to 1 e tr ere :\nyi,my, nonn . 0 anrl. I nul len across t street 1vas ITO ng a so. , r e ', '-" 

+ro t he garage an Cli+f nulled U'""\ heh ·nn us vith nnot\er fello ·J 
' 

::i 1 . ttle 

sh.ort , ; n 
< ·• ' ' §ull ·van I ~ess. Pe kne :11e alsn . I was on the 1 e-Ft nr "ers sirle , n.onn 

clnse tn si . e~'1al . 1''hen I saw CJ i +.r- pull 11n heh in<~ me ·.n his r:ar1r1v . ne r ot mt 

as soon as I sto:Jpec . I ~ot out to w::ill, '\,act: to JTl nd I s01,r that he ac1 11a 11 

~un . ne sair I a1'1 zoing to lri l tt~;:it 11.ttl e 1--iastarn anr'l t rterl ::ir:ross t1-,e rear 

o+- rlv ca towar ds n,onnie who W8S just a1)out tn get out or= th.e c::ir . T 1-iearlecl 

r:1 iff o+r ann grar)bed tt1e •: nil · ·.th the f!lln anrl sw1 r,g lfrn aronnr a 0 h~d 11 · s face 

o!l. the )ac : tnn1~ 0-F my car am1 11is ot,-,er hnn-1 not t1ie o e •r.'th tl-ie ~un , 1 .e t m ·n 

hac1--: o-r 1 i'l' a c1 "ls P 1 v::is ryi_nned ad cou1 (1n't l"'love . I sai ,1 s tay rln··m nnnnie , h · s r,un 

hell is the nr1tter ith '011 Cli rr , he sa i ,~ t e itt) e 1--i3stnrrl r-1.n0"e-rec1 the io11 . I 

sc1in I have +ounrl ont who ci, it. t tliis Tllo .ent I ·oulcl i1ave to1 r r:1;.r.r- an_rt in_<; . 

e 

T 1on1'cr1 ocross t he street anc1 ry rr · e ' .. nt t'-1e '.::,ar age with as .otgnn witl, 2 ril"'1Jicemen 

slowed <lmvn ancl 1vere a . out to ston wl,en I sa · ,l "It's ri.TC . r-ello~rs, tl-iev are .rri..enr1 s o-r

r1 ·.ne n.n~l t 1 e cruiser ·us t e-ri t r · 211t on r:oin,r; . I s:iic1 r:1;.r.-r- , get i.. torr,~, c r. T 

-rr·s1:er1 1 im .cirst tl-ien T sni.n n0n , y011 ,7:et in a1so. r: · f'+ r:nt i n He 1x1cl~ set , n,on 

in 'ront, ·t11. , c , driving . Cl i.r.-r- wha c1-er1 n_o ·n t 1--te 1,ac1c n-i: tl-ie henn , more 0 1 r1 s la'1 

ta a nunci- . Pe sc1.i rl to r1e '01 are n stamn:; 1-itt1e 11:i.starn. I sai , hat's wren~ vit 



ynu C 1z . It · sn · t -..r0rth go n.o: to j a i •or i f'c 1vlie ;'OU non· t even 1'11ow t½c w1i.o . e 

trut 04 1 at ap:;iener1. ~''e ry111_ led a •mv mrl s O'>nerl m t c roe c1 where ·.rP 1 -.rere a lone . 

car rolloi:ve1 and , oe C. -follow ,d <ilso l-ieliinr1 11 ·m. I sn · ,, 0 . Y. non let "le liec1r : onr 

stor_' t11en we ri.1 hear yo rs , Cl; ,.f . TTe s:=i.i r1 0 . T(. cousi . ~Io one e1 se coul r'l 

rfo t 1 i.s to me on you r)ec;mse I 10 re nnrl r8spect vo 1 . T set i nro"'l . se ne yn 1 -..ril 

behave ronrseJ f ml let 1 im f'i.nish h; s story o-~ 1 •,r at he 

1 nders :me 0 1 1 you ;;l ys ~ot tie un n t i.s s11 · t a ," ' ay . no von 1:nrn tt1P 'harm t at 

done .oes tn 'l lot of nice .rnn · 1. ies . n. Y. n,m let's 1,Par 1.'f' .at vonr stnnr i s . 

I 1:e..,t roe · n his truclc hcc 1se I lme t 11rre 01 l~ Ji~ c1 1, ow un. r1;_.r.(" 1:ent ·nterr1111ti110-

~on , 1,1 t I wonl sh 1t 1 i n 1m 

Tr,, e r-: . s .rr ·.end ~, :_p ·;ith a .re l l ,J"! :q1 n 1,p e-rv"'r'l ,, it11 i.r .; -i i 1 tl1;-:it t 11pv ~nt c11'.1.r-:1· 

t0n:etl,pr one ni_,,:lit mY1 .Toe trus· ec h ' a ,_;ttJe ton ",uc11. Fe evi.cle11V11lv 1-ia~ mac 

~ couple of scores 

1''it the fellrnv anr1 trusten 11i, nn t 11.is ~n½ t1iat Cli.r-+, , 0e anrl n_fm 'er p-o·n:1: on . 

Drinki g to~cther Hi th ,.r · en s '11a1rns loose J ·rs . .<\s ,1e 1 se to srry i n the service , 

Lo0sc li~s si..n· sirs . i\n:ywa; , r:1;_.rr .c:-clt rel'.ever'l ti.at 11p 1c1 s o"-4 t ·1e l1001c vit 

t 7e boys who sponsored h i..J11. . I re SR. i cl I never 1·ne •T ynn Ne e n r;oorl ' •! · t 11 so r1any 

""leonle . Ee anc. rtonn · e trrlker1 ~mt I went tn tc1l 1• wi th. Joe ,m-4 1-:e s tiJl liad 1-,:s r,nn 

ri,ri;ht 1-ie. · ,,~c 1y i_n . !'c saicl he ne1.,r r.1 · -r-r-y c1n~ ti.,c1t ,,m.s whv 11e l1rourJ,t · t 

with 1 iJ11. . I to d Yrn t c 1vh.0le sto~,. ne ,,r011l n't taP· tn r:1i.. ·"-f . 

Cl i .r + to stay a , a, froJ11 me n.nr't I 1-1iJ l 1i in . 1'.s 1 o r,: c1 s '·'e 1·nn111 the ·•rho 1 e torv awl t 11e 

½ovs i., tm are. 't loo1dn;; +or us . I assurerl h '_n of thit . r:1i.r-.r )1u,rr,n-e0 me anc1 sa' c1 

t ,mks C z . I ar,,,reciate all y011 have r1one ·n t"ic:; , I sai,1 .., T coulr-1 liri re zone t _i:ii.1 . 

I hn<l your G1,n on me w"1en t 1e corys H ~re CT0ine; to stnry , ne sair1 11e ,vas snrrv ncl , e :il1 

le-r-t . 
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