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CONSTI'l'UTION AID BYL\WS 

OF 

THE POR'IUGUESE AMERICAN I.a-JELL YOUTH CEl11'ER 
I . . . 

739 CENI'FAL S~ LOWEt.L. MASSl,CHUSE'ITS 01852 

ARI'ICLE I: NAME 

'!he nan-a of the oxganization is the Portuguese Ane.rican Io~ll ¥outheenter, Inc., and . 
it has its principal office at 739 Central Street, ~ll, Massachusetts. 

ARl'ICLE ;(I: .PURFOSF.S 

'!he purfCSe of the organization is to provide a hare and neeting place~. and to serve 
as a heac.quarters for the Portuguese American youth of Greater Lowell tq enable them . · 
to carry out their charitable, educational, recreational, patriotic W civic . 
responsil:)ilities, and to serve food and refreshrrents. In addition, _t:he.· purpose ·of the 
organization shall l::e to preserve and prcrrote the ethnic heritage, ba.ckgrQUnd, ar..d · 
culture of the Portuguese carmmity m the Greater I.,or;Jell area. ' 

ARI'ICLE II!: OFFICERS 

'!he officers shall consist of a President, a Vice-President, a Secreta,r-J, an Assistant 
Secret.uy, a Treasurer, ani Directors. All officers and directors shall be Portuguese 
or of Portuguese descent. · · 

1. 'Ihe Preside..ri.t must be able to speak ooth English and Portuguese. 'lbe President 
shall rranage t.1ie a.,;~airs 0£ the organization; shall, ...tien present., pr:eside at all 
Ireetings, whet.1-ier regular or special1 may call rreetings of the organ,ization; may 
re.rrove, with cause, ot.~r officers aro ccmni.ttees but only with a tw:>-thirds vote of the .· 
:scam or. Directors. All checks shall be signec jointly by the Preside.~t and Treasurei. . 
The Presice."lt shall have the µ:,~r to app:,int all standing corrrnittees • . • '!he President 
shall serve: tr...o consecutive teJ:l'l'I.S. 

2. 'lhe Vice-P::esi.c:ent rroJst be able to s:;eak both English an:i. Portuguese and shall 
assist t.11e President. In the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall take 
c.1-iarge. 

. . . . . 

3. 'J:t>.e Secreta..ry shall faithfully perform all duties assigned:, shall keep a detailec. 
record of all p.roceeeings of rceetings; shall keep and _iraintain au·:1;~rds and docummts 
perta.inin;r to the organization; shall in due tine notiflJ all trembers be~ore the annual 
neeting or any s~ia.l rreetings. · 

4. 'lhe Assist.mt Secretary shall assist the secretary with the · duties of the 
5ecreta%y and shall function when the Secretar./ is oot present. · 

5 '!he Treasurer shall see that all bills due to the o.rganizaticn are paid prat{ltJ.y; · 
shall faY all bills due ,frorn the a:ganization; shall keep an:! have c..~~e of,the acooUl:ts 
of t.1-..e organization, the vc::uc."1ers thereof, and the troni.es, _bocks ~d 9t.~ val~les Ol: · 
t.."1.e orc;ani.zationr sr.all deposit all funds of t.'1e organization to :i.ts · 6:'edit or .J.ts 
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corporate narre ·witb $U¢h bank as the 01:9anization agrees up::,n; shall sign all checks 
jointly with the. Px-esident~ shall at the annual meeting, present a financial re1?0rt of 

.the reeei~s and expenditures during the fiscal year or su7h ~riod as. may be decided 
· upon. 'I1le Treasw::er shall also be responsible for all ironies collected fran dues. 

6. '1he Directo~s shall consist of thirteen (l3) rTeIT'l,ers, ·five of ~ shall be 
executiva officers -of the organization, and said Directors shall a"<:amine aro. cause to 
be px:operly kept,. all books, accounts, and other properties of the organization. They 

· . uay require the Tl:'.eaSuter to be oonded · by the organization. All Directors roust be 
i:ortuguese or of Portug\lese descent. 

l. RE:GULW.. MEMBER. Fmy person who is of Portuguese descent or Portuguese, and/or 
nar.t"ied to a person of :lrbrtuguese ·· o.esC""..nt and who is a resident of Lowell, or the Greater 
Iowell area, nay bee.are a regular Ireitter of the organization. · 

. 2. AS.scclAXE MEMBER. My person 'Nho does not qualify to be a regul~ rremoor as 
to residence. This . FE!rSOn must still ~t all the other requirextents of regular 
~ip. An associate rrernber :may.not vote and may not becctre an offic,:,_r of t..'ie 

· o.z::ganization. · 

3. liegular ~ship in the organization must be renew'Sd yearly by the payment of 
dues. Associate ll8rnl::ers will pay the same dues as ~gular rrernters. Dues will cover the 
~iod from Jan~. first th.rough Decenber thirty first. 

ARTICLE V: ELEX:netlS. 

. 1. All o££i~_rs •an::1 directors of· the society shall l::e elected for a period of one 
Cl) year. Sa.id el~ti.on is to take place at the annual meeting of the society. 

2:· 'Ihe President shall appoint a nominating contnittee of not rro~ than fh-e (5) 
.· n:e.'Tbers whose duties , shall be to ncminate a slate of officers of the organi~tion, along 

· '\o\:"ith. a slate of: di~ctors, to be voted on at t.~e annual rre<;ting. said nominating cc:m:nittee 
· s..,al,l be a~inted by the !?resident no. later than six wec...ks before the annual nesting. 

N,rn,i.na,tions frcm. the floor will also be per.nitted. 

$I'ICLE VI: MEE1'!00S 

l. 'Ihe annual n-eet.ing of the OJ:ganization shall be no later than the third Sunday 
of 1'bva'tlber. · 

2. Only paid. U:P regular rrerrbers shall be eligible to vote and take part in the 
rreetings. . · 

3. ~tings of the Beam of Din'.!¢t0rs shall be held rront.hly on the secom M:>rxiay 
of the rronth. A . quorum shall consist of one-third of the board naroers. 
ARI'Ic.E VII: MAL~E 

l. 'Ihe buildi...~s and all of the propert".f of U1e organization must be ful.ly insur9d 
· at all tiJres by said ox-ganization for liability, fire, theft, and vandalism. 

·. 2.. Cit1· ani s.ta.te rules and regulations ?rotecting t.~e propert:r and buildings must 
.. l:e posted on t.."':!e p~ses at all tines to prctec.t the ccnrnittees who ser-.;e, and persons 

having access to saire., 
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.ARI'l~ VIII: ~S 

In omer to alter, amiand.,. change,. revise, revoke or suspend any of the foregoing bylaws, 
it shall. be necessary. that notice of a n-eeting to be held for such purpose be given to 

· the rrsnciership by im:il at least . ten (10) days befoi:e said imeting, arxl said notice shall 
<X>nf:ain the. specific:: purpose of said meeting to anend , alter, change, or to revise these 
b:(laws, · 

. . . . 
'lbe presence of fifteen (15) neil'bers shall constitute a quorum in order to coniuct 
~ss relative. to this article, and bwo-thirds (2/3) of those present shall be 
necessary to vote. a change to t:be bylaws.: · 

ARTICLE IX:. C~ 

In addition t:c the. nominating o::mni-t:tee, the P:r:esictent shall appoint the following 
C'am\ittees to se::ve duri.z:ig the President.'s tel:It\ of offic~. All reca:meada.tions rrade 

.· b;f· these contnittees . shall be placed before the nenbership for approval. 

2. .Fundraising ~ttee 

2. House Cattnittee . 

3. Maintenance. •C<::lmd ttee 

4 • Any otn~ camdttee ~ch at the discretion of the President is necessacy to 
. properly con:iuct the. affairs of the organization • 

. All eomnittees appointed by the President shall ccrcply with a set of rw.~s and regulations 
which shall be e.stab_Iished by the Board of Di.rectors and approved by the I'l'leJt'l::ership • 

. ' 

' . ' 

TOTAL P.04 
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PORTUGUESE AMERICAN LOWELL YOUTH CENTER 
739 Central Street 

Lowell, Massachusetts 01852 
Tel. 508-452-402 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR 

MARIA NAZARE SODRE PRESIDENT 508-458-6217 

ELSA OLIVEIRA VICE PRESIDENT 508-453-4012 

TERESA ORNELAS SECRETARY 508.851-6353 

FILOMENA SIMAO TREASURER 508-970-4949 

GLADYS PICANCO 508-454-3531 

DIANA RAMOS 508-453-1902 

CECILIA SEQUEIRA 508-458-4114 

DE/DEM/A BETTENCOURT 508-453-9245 

GLORINDA MEDEIROS 508-452-6731 

BELMA REIS 508-452-9349 

ROSA SILVA 508-459-2535 

IVONECONDE 508-851-8181 

DELORES LIMA 508-454-2026 
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