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Mike, known as Mac to his fellow Marines, was one of my best friends growing up. The eight
letters he wrote me from Vietnam spoke of how hard it was to kill, how he had to carry back a
dead Marine who had been killed in the same foxhole with , how difficult daily life was, and
how much he was going to enjoy himself when he came home.

Mike was born in Bristol, Tennessee to Hugh Donald McKinney (1904-1978) and Edna E.
McKinney (1908-1976). He attended Holston View Elementary School and Bluff City High

School. In his younger years, he was a Boy Scout, active in YMCA activities, and played Little
League baseball. Mike was high energy and sought excitement. He left school in his senior year
to enlist in the United States Marine Corps on 27 March, 1966. He took basic training at Parris
Island, South Carolina and completed advanced individual training as a rifieman at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina. He was ordered to the Republic of Vietnam, and after a leave home,
he was at Camp Pendleton, California for a short ime before shipping out to Vietnam, arriving
there in September, 1966.

Depending on his arrival date in country he may have been stationed near Dong Ha, near the
DMZ (Denilitarized Zone). Later in September, the 2/4 moved to the Hue/Phu Bai area in Thua
Thein Province. He saw combat almost immediately and participated regularly in operations
against the enemy.

On 5 November, 1966, the 2/4 began moving to the island of Okinawa to rebuild personnel
strength and to conduct additional training. The battalion departed Okinawa on 1 January, 1967
and arrived at Da Nang on 6 January. From the 2/4 monthly command chronologies, it is likely
Mike spent the months from January until his death in Aprilin the Dai Loc district southwest of
Da Nang. (Note 1) The letter from his company commander to Mike's parents stated that he
was iled instantly from shrapnel to the head while on a squad patrol about 12 miles southwest
of Da Nang. Itis also likely that at the time of his last patrol, he was based on Hil 41, an
outpost in the same area. According to a narrative about another of the Marines in his squad,
the squad was on “patrol near Cay Sung (1)
number, 6 K from the Tuy Loan Bridge when it was ambushed on three sides by an unknown
number of NVA. By the time the Sparrow Hawk reaction force scrambled to assist, 4 survivors
had made it back to the CP, all of them WIA. The other eight were all KIA. (LCpl Othel Thomas
later died of his wounds on 17 April). PFC James Popp's heroism broke the ambush an
allowed the three to survive. He was awarded the Navy Cross Posthumously and it is included
i his profile.” (Note 2)

PFC Popp's Navy Cross C¢ follows and gives additional details of the ambush.

The Presiden o the United Slales of America takes price n presenting the Navy Cross

pp (MCSN: 2246112), United States
Marine Corps, o exlrzorrllnsry o wmle selvmg %% 3 Grenadiar wit tho Second Platoon,
Company F, Second Battalion, Fourth Marines, THIRD Marine Division (Reinforced), Fleet
Marine Force, in the Republic of Vietnam on 8  Apri 1967, Privalo Fist Closs Popp’s squad was
conducting a squad-size patrol against the Viet Cong forces in Quang Nam Province. While
moving along a trailin search of the enemy, the squad was suddenly taken under a murderous
volume of small-arms, hand grenade and 40 millimeter grenade fire. The heavy volume of fire
rained in from three sides, kiling or wounding several of his comrades. Seeing his comrades




fall, and realizing that the remaining squad members needed covering fire in order to remove

the casualties and select a defensive position, Private First Class Popp valiantly remained on

the open trail and muvlded the necessary fire. A/Ihougn wounded in the nitial moments of the
nd placed accurate and deadly 40

millmeter grenade fie on the enemy.
Killd, sent many of them scunying for cover and allowed several ofthe squad members (o gain
covered positions. The enemy was intent on anninilating the Marine squad and realized that
Private First Class Popp was a deadly threat to the success of the entire enemy mission. The
bulk of fire was immediately brought to bear on Private First Class Popp and he was Struck a
‘second time. Fearing for the safely of his comrades and critically wounded, he exhibited
uncommon courage as he knelt n the withering fire and rained grenade after grenade on the
‘enemy. He personally accounted for at least six Viet Cong killed and inflicted severe injuries on
‘many others. He continued to fight, inspiring the men around him with his dynamic and
Courageous ighting spi il e ol mortaly wounded whon siruck fo the i e, Private
First Class Popp’s actions in the face of insurmountable odds were responsible in great
measure for saving four other Marines, though wounded, from death at the hands of the enemy
and thereby upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval
Service. He gallantly gave his lfe for his country. (Note 3)

These are the names of the 8 men from Fox Company, 2/4 Marines, were killed in action on 08
April 1967

LCpl Lawrence R. Hagedorn, Carroll, 1A
LCpl Howard L. Leroy, Vancouver, WA

LCpl Francisco A. Montano, Tucson,

Pfc Charles M. McKinney, Bristol, TN

Pfc Jerry L. McKinney, Leaksville, NC

Pic James A, Popp, Hemlock, MI (Naw Cross)

Pfc Jeffrey A. Schweikl, Enumciaw,

Pyt Don C. Benfield, Macon, GA (Note 4)

Four Marines survived the ambush and made their way back to company headquarters on Hill
41.All were wounded, and one of them, LCpl Othel Thomas died of his wounds on 17 April
The names of the other three could not be found.

Mike's body arrived home the next week, along with a USMC escort and a notation that the:
remains were not viewable. He was originally buried in McKinney Cemetery, but his parents
had his body moved to Glenwood Cemetery in Bristol, Tennessee the next year. His parents
are buried nearby.
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