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Nearly all the objections that we have heard urged agaiﬁét btie
Discipline on the score of clase communion, sire fully met in Mr.
Sullens’ reply, = Please re: inderstand,

From the South-western Chiristian Advocate
AN Oruer MobE ,OF'.;}TTACK.

Mr. Editori—I wish to lay before the ministers and
members of the M. B Chureh a faithful report of a debate
‘which occurred on yest@rday, in the Methodist Church in
Enoxville, Ten. betwesn the Rev. Isracl Robards a
Baptist clergyman, from New York, and the Rev. Timo-
thy Sullens, pastor of the Methodist Church in thisplace.

Mr. Robar b_amt{.a‘_{a our town about faur weeks awo,
and professims’ mieat Jove and respect for all christian de-

nomnnations, he “wasreceived most cordially by this com-
munity. Am‘tyﬁ the ministers of the diffetent denomina-
tions, None Weré more matked in their attention to him
than M. Sullens, who invited My, Robardsto preach in
his church the first Sabbath night which he &hent in town.
After Mr. Robards had preached he p ‘the: pro-

Baturday,

tracted meeting which he begzan the folléfe] I
and invited “the, Ueloved Pastor of the Methodist Clurch
and s members” i unite’ with lin in the meeting, As
our Baptist brethven had just organized a eliurch in {his
place, ~under the gare of Rey. #r. Bullard, from New
Youk, and-as My, Robardsseemed so friendlyand catholic:
i_n%ai feelings, thete was a general suspension of meetings
by other eliurches, that our Baplist brethren might have a
fair chance to build apa church in'this place.. M. Sullens.
-aceepied the invitation of Mr. Robards #grassist'in the
meeting; attendeld every appointment with.obie. or two ex-
ceptions,and did allin'his power to advance the interest of
the cause. 'Thviee before the last day of themeeting gur
Baptist brethren repaired to the river to immerse some
subjects, at. which times we learned that our brother was
not quite so liberal as he professed to be. At 2 o'clock on

- Tast Subbath, the day the meeting elosed how were we as-

tonishied to- hear Mr, Robards, standing on the bank of the
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viver, assert “that ke could prove to all Knowville in. fifteon
minules, that the Methodists were as much for close commuyn-
tonas the Baptists, if they would stick o the letter of ther
Discipline. A’_s.mi'0'h-;_lh:g_\'ﬁgﬁée.llibi;peﬁcﬂted afeeling of surprise
spread throngh the whole co ation, and several Bap-
fist brethren were themselves
tack so tnprovoked should havebeen made upon 'our Dis-
cipline, © Mr. Sullens was not present at the river wheu
the charge was made; but hearing of it, he called ujion

Mr. Robards early on Monday morning to hear from his

own lips what he had stated, and to learn by whatsection
orsections in our Discipline he attempted to prove his
charge; and tie told Afr. Robards that e felt: it his diity
hoth privately and publicly to contradict such e stateinent.
v, Robards, who was. exceedingly anxiou {o bring on

Iy mortified that an al-

a publiccontraversy, without giving any definile answer -

agto fhe portion of our Discipline whi¢h he aflirmed,
wioved close communion, answered My, Sullens, “T.ol it

and turned away.  On Tuesday night, at a Pemperatice
meeting, Mr. Hobardsstook JMr. Sullens aside. and said;
“Youwill doubtless bring this matier before: the. public
(did not M. Robards khow it when he made the attack?)
“L shall leave shortly, end I want an opportutily to re-
deem my pledge before I go.” Mr. Sullens told himy that
hie was opposed o such debates on the ground that they
produced « foolish excitement; but he had a right to fyaks

any appointment he saw proper, and atigny time.  Weli;
buvsaid HMr. Robards, T want youtoatlend and reply; =it »

cdin?’h’eibm the' publies1 can easily prove what'l gﬂ‘lrn';,f’-_
¥

i

you wish. Ar. Sullens answered, 1 s'{fn!'l‘ attend §f youl

make an appoinment, and hear what you have to soy; but as
“to replyingt 1 shall not promise; {or'lido not know that T

shall be' ready. 1 never heard of such a charge hefore.
and 1lave searcely any idea what course youwill pursne:

‘and I now want you to give me at least the section in the ~

Discipline which you intend to use.” “No:but if I' can

have the nse of your Church to-morrow. half past. £

o'clock, Lwill make my appointment.” My, Sullens toli
# E !
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him that our Clinreh was open to him; and he aceordingly
made his 1ppointment. _

On yesterday, Il past 10 o’clock, Mr. Robards after a
brief statement of the circumstances which had brought
the congreégation together, ugdertook to ‘sustain his charge.
He turned to chapt, iii: sec, 85 of our Diseipline, and read,
“Ye that do traly and caragstly repent of your sins, and
are inlove and charity with yogrneighbors, and intend to
lead a new life, following the comiaandments of God; and
walking from henceforth in his holy wways; draw near with
faith and take thig holy sacrament to your comfort: and
make your humble confession. to”Almighty God, meekly
kneeling upon your kuees,”  From this invitation, said he,
it sgems thatour F:thodist brethren are for open commu-
nion, and I do fot know bat that this invitation given by
them on every sacramental occasion goes a little too/far,
However we will let that pass. ~ Turn to chapt. i sec. 3

and gee what that ‘says,“Question.-Are there any directions

0 e givan eoncerning the Lord’s suppert”

(Ans, 1. Let these, &ely 25

I make no objecticns at all to this; let aman stand, sit or
kngel,-as he sees proper.

“Answer 2. Let no person who is not a member of our
Chureh beadimitted to the communion without examination,
and soae token given by an Llder or Déacon.” I ashed
a Methodist preacher in Hudson New Yorl, what 'was
yneant by w token; but he could not tell.  Soonafterwards
I met with Dr. Bangs in the City of New York, to whom I
praposed the same question.  He tald ‘me that it mieant a
ticket—Does it mean the same that is mentioned in the
chap. irsec, 6, which says “Give tickets to nove that wear
high' heads, enortnous bonnets, ruffles, or vings?” He an-
swered, Yos. Will you, sir, give me a eirtificate to that
cficet! 1 will, suid Dr. Bangs. who sat down and wrote one.
(Here Mr. Robards repeated the language-of the certifi-
cate, he said he had in his possession, given, if he did not:

mistake the date, in1836.)  Soon after this I met with pre- -
siding Elder Chase, a memberof one of the Northernigons"
ferences, 1 do not recollect which, whao concurred with )
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Dr. Bangs as to the meaning of token. (Here Mr, Rob-
ards stated that Mr. Chase admitted that the Methodist
Discipline, as it now reads, is for close communion—that
he Mr. Chase, introduced a resolution in the General con-
ference to haveit altered so_as to be conformed to our
practice; but that nothing was done in the ®ase.) Now,
said Mr.R. [ am to prove my assertion; not from the us-
age of the Methodist Church; but from the letter of the

Iiseipline. Mark that—Well, this is comimunien day

with the Methodist brothren—here is'the altar=——and before
it my wife and self present ourselves to take (he Sacrament.
The preacher asks my wife who'she is! T am a member
of the Baptist Church, sir. - “Well sister, yolt eannotgom-
mune with us.”—*Why not sit?" e reads lis Discipline
to her, “Give no tickets to any that wear high heads, enor-

mous bonnets, ruffles or rings.,” “Yourheads mlam is a'

-Ii-tl_.’tl_e too high: that bonnet of yours is at least ___s;.ixv'iil]_c__i'_l__f:s
wider than'a Methodist bonnet ou't to he, and you: have no
less than half a dozen rings on your fingers, - [ therefore
vou cannot come.” My wife goes home—Inys ofi her
big bonnet, and puts on a smaller one—pulls ofl her rings
—bows her head a_little, and comes back o fhe sae-
rament.—“Now sir.” says she, are there.any more objee-
tions tome!” “I dont know,” savs the preacher, et us
see”.  He turns o chapter i sec. 28, of his Discipliné, and
reads; “No. person shall be admited to the Lotd's supper
among us; who is. guilty of any practice for which -we
would expell a member of our Chureht  Well, néver hav-
ing read your Diseipline, T cannottell for how many things
vou do exclude members. T may be guilty, “I'll read you
m'am another elause of oar Diseipline, and if vouare not
guilty there, I think you may commune.” He turns to
chapter ii sec. 7, item 3,and reads, “If a member of our
Church shall be clearly convicted of indeavoring to sow
dissensions in any.of our societies, by inveighing agzainst
either our doctrines or Discipline. such person so offending,
shall be first reproved by the senior minister, or preacher
\of his circuit, dnd if he persist in such pernicious practic-

“4ies, heshall be expelled from the Church.” “Do you en-

o
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::.-ei;ghing against our doctrines and Discipline?” I do. sir.”
Yell, but will younot promise to quitt™ No, T will not:

L 1 B, - - . - . . -
deavor, m'am to sow dissensions in our societies, by -

Ihave done so often; and I intend to keep.at it.”  “Very

well you cannot epommune with ns then,”

Well, sir, you have sefmy wife aside: what objections
haye youto me? . =

Arcyou a Baptist preacher, sir?

[am. .

Well, youlook to bea plain man; but I do not know so
well about it. - He turns to chapter i: sec. 19, and reads,
““What shall be done with those ministersyor preachers who
kold and disseminate publicly or privately, doctrines which
are contrary to our articles'of religion?” g

“Ans, Let the some process be observed as'in  the case
of #ross immorality.” 3

“Do you, sir, hold ang disseminate publicly and privately
doctrines contrary tolofir articles of religion?” '

“Yeg, Ido” I ¢ >

“Well, but will you not desist?” :

“No; never. I mean to speak and preach against thein

while [ live  Thus you see that I, as well asmy wife'

am laid aside. -

Agan, suppose. amemberof the Methodist Chureh neg-
leEt ‘o attend class meeting, or love foast, they will be cut
off from the Church. WeTl, Lnever wasin a class meet-
ingnor a love feast and I never expect to be:if I live fifty
years; for [ see mo authority for any such meetings in the
Bible. Suppose a member of the M. Church should inveigh
agamst Bishops he would he exbelled. I speak and preagh
against them too. I do'ntbelieve that différent grades in
uiinisters is any where taught in. the book of God; for all
are on an equality. Suppose a member of the M. Church
should speak agninst sprinkling, would he not,be expelled?

‘Well, I preachagainst it with all my soul. . To talk about’

spr_mk._.lmg'be_ip baptism: is perfect stuff. - What. if I were
to invite you all to,commune with me; and instead of bread,
stonld give yousa potatoe; and instead of wine, milk.

Well, sprinkling looks to us for baptism, like potatoe and

=T
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inilk would appear to you for bread and wine. And I
will bind myself in a bond of one thousand dollars'and give
the best kind of security to pay it to any man, who" will
show me one word of sprinkling connected with this ordi-
nance in the Bible.© Suppose a Methodist sister  should
embrace Calvilistic sentements? (Here Mr. Robardslugged
in the Presbyterian Confession of Faith, from which he
read several passages ou decrees, election, effectual call-
ing, &e., all of which should a Methodist sister profess to
believe, would, he asserted, cause her to be expelled from
the Church. If expelled for nothing - else, of.course she
would be received by the Presbyterian Church. ‘But if
she come to the communion table again among the Ketho-
dists she would be rejected. To prove which, he read
chapterii: sec. 7, last clause, viz. “Afier such forms of tri-
al and expulsion, such persons shall have no privileges of
soclety or sacraments in our Church without contrition,
confession or proper trial.”) T do not, says Mr. Robards,
condemn the Disciplinz on this subject; I think it right, and
in perfect accordance with the Bible; but I' am sorry that
the practice of our Methodist brethren is contrary to the
sacred rules of their Discipline. ~ Every time they invite
all christians of other. denominations to commune. with
them they violate their Discipline; and if our Baptists are
in the mire here, they ave just as deep as we are:

The balance of Mr. Robard’s speech was occupied in vin-
dicating close communion, and the claim which the Baptists
had of being the only true Church of Christ.

The following diagram will, I think, give your readersia
better idea of Mr. Robard’s views of the origin and suc-

cession of the Baptist Church than any thing which’I could’

_say:
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~ off? No. Brother Robards was aware of that, and hcngc q

he abandoned this argument and raised another. §
. “He turned ne

w 's11a'§l be a;dm'

1o the Lord’s supper among us who
Y practice for which we would ex ud&a
"'erqf  church.’  Now to prove that mem
er e!;umhes would be entirely cut off from our cnmmup—
ion ‘table, he turns over several passages to another part
of our Disciptine, and reads, ¢
*sh'a be clearly convicted of endaavon m
" our societies, by invel ﬂmt either
rines or Dj L.rp]we, he sﬂ‘mﬂs’r be expclled unless:
hg And does this rove us close communionists?
He thinks so; at least so far as his wife is goncerned, for
1 recollect, that he introduced hm before our altar as
elaring that she did -endeavor to sow dissensions in our
charch by inveighing against both our doctrinesand. Dis-

dissent

auilty of such conduet, is unnorthy of a p‘]acent any
ment. What does dissension mean? Mr. Webester,

a standard lexicographer, defines it thus: ‘plsn orcement in
~ opinion, usually afllsa’grcemeut which is violent, pmducmu
~warm debates, or angry words; contention in wor

diseord; quarrel; breach of frierdship and union.’ ’\Taw'

l‘!

- Christian.  As well might you attempt to reconcil
‘buband Christ. How is snch conduct, reson

converse of which is, Cursed are the peace bla]\ers, fm
“they shall be called the children of the devil:
such conduct reconcilable with St. Paul’s ‘doct_rmef, who
says, ‘Now I beseech vou, brethren, mark them which

- which you have learned; and avoid them. Ifor they that

“‘rﬂl]y, and by good words and fair. speeches deceive the
,a.-healts of the smp]e - IVt I

-

-'|'1I 5).‘) i

<t 1o our Discipline and read, No peTson

1 ask, can a person ‘be silty  of sueh conduet, amiB he a

the doctrines of Christ, who says, “Blessed are the peace-
malxers forthey shall be e alled the'children of God?—the

‘If a member uf Ovl. churelr

"

I was sorry to hear brother Robards make such_ vy
- ,'-.‘; an assertion; f(u I can prove to you easily, that whoever

How 1s -

cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine.

1 ‘) “are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
L |
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and volitions, I would feel that ¥ was’ sinting in his holy siehé
when Tmake such statements as the above; but no such doetrine
18 theve taught. No part of the Bible teaches the Haopkinsian
doetrine of God’s elernal decrees, and all-eflicient nflyence upon

the will; and I feel under no move obligation to reverence sucl,

doctrines than I do those of Mahowet. I know that many parts
of the Bibleure mysterious, and incomprehensible; but this does
not prove thai every thivg is Bible trath which is mysterious; not
to say, grossly absurd, and wretchedly inconsistent.

Does not §t. Paul say that God “wvorketh all things after
the counsel of hisown will?  You kuow he does; and sinful vo-
litions heing something, God must work them a5 well -as others.

M. You know that many texts must be explained aceording
to the anelogy of faith, or they cannot be properly understood.
Take, foriustance, the following, and similar expressions; “fi
repented the Lord that he had made man; and it grieved him ‘i
his heart,” &c.; Genesis.  “And the Lord vepented of the evil
which he said he would do unto tliem, and e did it noty” Josiah:
also, Jon. 18, You helieve, as well as'I, that God does not Ht-
crally repent; and yet {he Scripture says he did. These pas-
sages show the necessity of qualifying and exrplaining some por-
tons of Heripture, in order to a proper understanding of them
Take one more text: “The manifdstation of the Spirit s given
to every map to profii svithaly” 1 Cor. 7, & T lieard a Hop-
Jinsian preacher explaio this text once, and he said, that “every
man” meant every characler spoken of in that chapter; that s,
every beligyer.” Now, why not allow of tlie same latitude in
expluting the passaze before us?  When Paul says, “God work-
eth all things after the counsel of his own will,” why not under-
stand him thus: “God’ works are all done after the counsel of
hisown will;” that is, he does nothing at random, like poor, ig-
norant man; or thus, “God. worketh ail things;” (that s, thes
things; the thingsspoken ef in that place,) “after the counsel of
his own will” " Doés not (lis appear to be an casy, and naturs}
interpretation? = '

H. By all things, 1undersiand every thing in the universe,
without exception. ey

JL - Then you suppose that the “works of the Devil,” th¢
“works of darkness,” murder, drunkenness, delauchery, and all
such crimes, are the works of the Lord! s not this shocking
doctrime? Does if not charge all our crimes upon our Malker?

H, 1t may appear 80 to one whose views are limited, and
bounded by the appearance of things; but to one who_can grasp
the “great whole,”—who views the grand objects which the all-
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wise God biad in view, when e decreed and produced sin.  That
55, the glory of God, and tlie greatest possible happiness of his
mtelligent wuiverse. God works wicledness in the hearts of
men and devils, not.for the sake of wickedness i, and of itself;
for he abhors sin, as sin; but, Jor the sake of the ereater zoad fc{;

whieh he will make @t the occasion. Had it ot been for the sin

and fall of man, there eould have been no redemption—no sacri-
fice for sin—no exhibition of pardoning  merey;—in short, no
display of the divine natire and charaeter, as madeTnown by the
grand scheme of redemption.  Onee mare; the sufferings of
the damned in hell, for ever, will enhanee the happiness of God’s
elect childven in heaven. They. will have oceasion, forever, to
sing, “Why me! why me!? 5 e T :
M. This plaugible argument, which professes to soar, in the
greatness of its grandeur and glory, far above the minds of the
“uninstructed few,” will be found, upon close éxamination, to
bea mere flourish, calculated to mislead and bewilder the sim-
ple, and render palatable, (he horrid system of eternal reproba-
teon.

What real acquisitions ean be made, to the infinite glories and
ingffable happiness of the GREAT GOD, by the partial display
wihich he has made of himself, in the vedemption of fallen man?

* Poor, short-sighted ' mortals, that we are; we seem to think of

God as some do of great earthly monarchs; that their glory and
greatness depends upon a display of their splendor, fine equip-
page, &e. &e. But, suppose Lallow all .the force that can be
given to the argument in favor of such a display of the Divine

- perfections; it will hot militate against my doctrine; for. the Al-
knowing Jehoval foresaw that man would'sin' as he did.  And

of conrse, there was no necessity to decree that he showld do it
Suppose, for example, you had a neighbour, who, after receiy.
ing many special favors at your hand, determined in his mind, to
njure you as muchas he could; and you had foresight to know
that, on acertain day, he would come to your house, in order
to aceomplish his wicked design; you prepare for his approach,
and so arrange your coneerns that his efforts to injure, shall glfi-
mately benefit you. 1 suppose you to be able not or ¥ to foreknow
the whole scene, from first to last; but, also, to possess power
to contral “his will, dispositions and aclions. Heis under obliga-
tions to favor you; and you hold him responsible for his condnet
befove your neighbours and fellow creatures. You promise
great rewards if' he will fulfill his obligations, and threaten him
with death m case he should undertake to mjure you; as you clear-
ly sco e eertainly will. © You see him coming freely and of his
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(en weeaid, and S0 arrange your matters as to make Lis wicked
designs and actions an occasion of disp]_ayiug your amiahle char-
acter before your family and subjeets, (for I'suppose you to bea
ruler)) You know he will cerfainly come, and thal you will make
it an occasion of exalting your own character aid the happiness
of your dependents. Under such circumistanees as these, would

it be wisdom in you to go to the man, tie him fast with cords of

necessity, and copstantly move his will and aflections to insult
you? I you know he will come; why use any mflugnce to bring
him?  Would it set forth your character to any better adyvantage,

to mecessitate him to do, what you see ‘he will cerfainly do, without

such necessitating influence? :

Did not the All-wise Jehovah sce, from the beginning, how all
his accountable creatures would freely act? Ile certamly did;
and so disposed the great concerns of his kingdom as 10 antici-
prate all the sins of fallen angels and men; and, in his adorable
wisdom, overrules them, in away that displays lis anriable per-
fections.  Bul if he Had guflicient knowledge to foreknow, with
infinite certainty, how all beings would act, and to make his ar-
rangements accordingly, where is the necessity for his defermin-
ing that they should thus act, and for his influencing them thus
to act, by his irresistible energy? I believe that the “full orb’d
Jchovah?” can, by one intuitive glance of his infinite mind, be-
hold all actions and events that ever did, or ever will, take place;
and that, too, with more ease than the eye of man can behold
the plainest abject. He saw proper to leave frec agents at per-
fect liberty to actin ten thousand other ways than those in which

_they ever did or will act; at thesame time,"hie knew the only
ways in which they would ever use their liberty of action, with
as much certainty as if he had secured their actions by laws of

fatality. The whole system of decrees, hy which God is sup-
posed to have bound himself, and all his ereatures, is entirely su-
perfluous, and may be considered as the relics of heathen fatality,
introduced into the church in the fourth century by St. Austin,

and soon received as the gospel of Christ.

As to God’s decreeing that some men and angels should sin and
suffer in hel} eternally, for the happiness of others, I believe no
such thing.  What happiness could it aflord A and B, for C and
D to suffer in the flames of hell? Isit the native fecling of piety
or benevolence, to see others suffer? Certamnly not.  And if
your coctrine of eternal decrees be true, the sufferings of one
could be of no service, as a warning beacon to another; for, the
aternal destiny of all being fixed by unchangeable decrees, is be-

[for doing his awgill:
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yond the reach of influence from molives; means and ends being
all made certain by eternal predestination.

Again; it seems tome, that il the system of Hoplkinsian Cal-
vinism be true; that God decreed all the sins of men and angels,
and caused them to take place, by disposing their wills to sin, he
would appear in a very unfavorable point of light, before an intel-
ligent universe, ‘as being so angry with these creatures, for doing
what lie eansed them to do, as'to send his Son todie on the cross
to malke an atonement foractions with which he yvas well pleased,
having “worked” them himself. . The inconsistancy increases,
wheun he is represented a3 obéying unto death for an elect fow,
only, and seuIing the other part of mankind to endless tm'm'eﬁl'%

Away, then, with your “sublime scheme’
of the “great system of decrees”” Instead of “displaying” to
advantage, the characterand perfections of God, they cast re-
flections upon his holiness, goodness, justice, and truth; and,
therefore, caunot be of the Bilile. ;

FI. Tt is much casier to declaim than to reason; to create seeni-
ing difficulties, than to point out and refute error. o me it ap-
pears oue of the brightest displays of the divine nature, the re-
demption of man, and the great system of eternal decrees.  But
let us return to the condition of Adam in Paradise.

J. I have no ohjection; hut would rather postpone it until
e meet again. .

. Very well. [ am willing to rest awhile.

» (7o be continaed.)

REVIVALS.

At a Methodist Camp-meeting, near Winchester, Ky. about
iwo weeks since, one hundred and twenty persons profess to have
obtained an interest in Christ, and the pardon of their sins; aund
at a Camp-meeting in Bourbon county, a few days after, between
30 and 40. Within the last three weeks 33 white persons, and
a considerable number of blacks, have been added to the Metho-
dist churcl in Lexington. Nearly one hundred have been added
to the Methodist church in this town, in the course of tbe last
year. 'These facts have been communicated to us by the Rev.
Mr. Stevenson. Edit. Lum.

Eighty-one persons of color received baptism by immersion in
Augusta, Geo. on the first Sabbath in July.

In East Guilford, Con. the number of conversions since the
present revival commenced, 15 estimated at about. one hundred
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In New Milford, a revival has commenced since the meeting of
the conference of ehurches in that place. Rel. Int.

We learn from the Columbian Star, that 23 persons have been
lately baptized at South Quay, 21 in Black Creek Church, 6in

Suffolk, and 55 at Mill Swamp, all*in Virginia.

- A letler dated London, August 6, says; “Our Conference is
now sifting. Above eight thousand members have been received
the last year, exclusive of those on trial.”

Christion Advocate & Journal,

Eatract of ‘e letter duted Steubenville, Ohio, August 30.

. “Our Conference closed its” session Yeslerday morning, and
Bishop George left this inigood healtliand spivits, considering the
labours of the past week:  We had a tolerably pleasant and
agreeable conference; and the labours of the preachers were not
m vain in this place. ~ Several souls were awakened and brought
into a state of gospel liberty.” i

“THE SABBATH A DELIGHT.”

I have often thought that Christians were remiss in remindmg

each other of certain points of duty. They do not obey the pre-
cept of exhorting one another daily. Their hours of social cor-
munion are too often passed without reference to their spivitual
state. They tell of all their temporal fortunes or misfortunes;
but rarely give a statement of their spiritual condition.
- Now, if they were more frequently to inquire after the heglth
or prosperity of the little world within, they might quicken each
othier’s zeal 1n a profitable’ manner. Indeed 1 confess with shame
tny own culpable negligence in this vespect, and acknowledge
that I'have felt leen, self reproach for not makine closer inguiries
of Christian friends. You and I passed three days together,
during which time I learnt the most minute particulars of your
Joys and sorrows, and yet asked no details of the: progress you
were making in christianity. What inexcusable nconsistency
we Christians daily commit! We profess to make religion a
paramount object of consideration, and yet think and speak of all
other things before it—Let us at least take shame (o ourselves
for such a violation of our most sacred obligations.

I remember alittle circumstance that ‘occured when I was in a
state of spiritual darkness. T was sitting in a pew at church
next to some ladies, who were, I was told, zealous professors of
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religion. I had remarked in g whisper to my companions, it
these ladies joined with great solemnity in the different parts of
worship.  When the blessing was pronounced, we delermined
to sit still unial the outer pactofia croyrded congregation should
liave quitted the church.” ‘As the service had really heen impres-
sive, I'was awed info a degree ol seviousness, which did not soon
give way to thie nalural gaiety of my disposition. 1 sunk into a
reverie, and would have enjoyed meditation, had I net been in-
terrupted by the audible whisperings of the two. pious ladies in
themext pew. They bezan by earnest inquiries after cach other’s
health. Then followed details of their families and conexions
and acquaintances; in the course of which desultory conversation
I heard insinuations and inuendoes of no very charitable descrip-
tion, till atlength, the subject having become confidential, their
voices sunl into an inaudible murmur,

~ Christians are apt to fall off too suddenly from their devout
frames during divine worship. How: much light discourse com-

_mences while the congregation is dispersing; and how little suita-

ble seriousness is preserved through the day which we are com-
manded to keep holy. Tam convinced that a neglect of the Sab- |
bath is one great cause of spirtual declension. Few persons un-
derstand the obligations implied in the 4th commandment; and
fewer still are scrupulous in practising them strictly, My own
experience convinces me of the danger ofa hilf-way observance
of the injunctions with regard to our day of rest. It is so mani-
festly the intention of our heavenly Father, that we should ocei-
py our thoughts with holy themes on his own day, that we ought
to honor him in a particular manner, for having vouchsafed us so
preciousaprivilege. Weshould considér ourselvesas invited guests
of ‘our beneficent Pavert on that day. We are permifted to dray
near him in 188 ordinanees, and to maintain communion with him
during the day. Henot only gives us leave, but enjoing us, to
lay by the burden of our temporal cares, and participate in spiri-
tual pleasures. What ingratitude, then, are we guilty of, when
we complain of the irksomeness of refraining from unhallowed
occupations on the day which the Lord has hallowed for his own
use.

There is one Christian duty eminently in unison with the Sub-
bath feclings of the heéart. This is the important privilege of
praying for our enemies. Few peopleare without evil wishes in
this world, and we should never forget to pray for them.—There
is not so powerful a softener of animosity as fervent prayer—
When we have received ill offices from our fellow beings we are
apt, inspite of Christian restrictions, to feel resentment towyards
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theuy, This isy a5 we well know, a sinful frame of mind, against
whiell we nust uiceasingly strugele. Tfwe Pray to the Lord to
bless our eneniies, we. cannot {eel resentment towards them, and
itisa wood habit, wheneyer resenlment is awakened, by any un-
toward circumstance, o go iminediately *to the throne of Frace
ith our iutefcossory petitions. Richmond Visilor.

i

“WICKEDNESS OVERTHROWETH-TIIE SINNER.”
L. It exhausts his property, whetber much or little.  Sin is 4
very expensive thing; a person camnot. commat it 10 any extent,
But af considerable loss, notonly.of time, but also: of substance:
The passions are clamorous, exhorbitant, and restless, till grati-
fied; and this must be repeated successively, even while habit is
forming, as well as when it is counfirmed by a mafurity in wick-
odness.  The ease of the prodigal souis in point; who proceed-
etl ina course of licentionsness and extravagance Ull he had wast-
ed all his patrimony in viotous living, and was reduced to the ne.
cessity of desiring the husks on which the swine did foed; Luke

xv, 1G. : _ Sy

2. 1t blasts his reputation. Sin can never be deemed honoralc,
an correel prineiples; yel while: practical sinners possess pecu-
niary meaus of supporting themselves in their vices, they still

keep ap their name and raiik in the world; not in the church of

God, nor in the estimation of Heaven.  But when the means of
supplying fuel necessary to feed the fires of foul desirc and tow-
oring ambition fails, then their outward splendows go out in
darkmess; and they sink into contemptuous negleet and total for-
getfulness.  “The name of the wicked shall rot,” Prov. x, 7;
s0 that persons shall tur away fromit with disgust. “The can-

- dle of the wicked shall be put out;” Prov. xxiv, 20.

3. It destroys his health, Intemperance has a natural tenden-
ey to underme the best constitution: it is a violence done to the
physical order of things in the system: it renders a man old in
vonstitution wliile he is young in, years: il expends the natural
vigor prematurely, and renders. the body a wealk, enervated,
shadowy substance, The languors, flatulencies, h pochondiriacal
affections, and a long train of feelings and appre iensions, show
the: fatal attacks made by sin, and that the tide of life is ebbing
apace. .

P4. It hastens the approach of deuth. Wicked men frequently
do “not live out half thejr days;” Psa. ly, 23: “for when they
shall say, peace and safely, then sudden destruction cometh as a
thief in the night;” Thess. Vs 3. Sometimes their passions hur-
ry them forward to the commission of crimes, which terminate in

-
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e most disgraceful exit; they die examples of public justice.
Wisdom has “lengll of days in her right hand;” Prov. 1t 1_65;_
but to-the wicked she says, “All they that hate me love death;”
Prov. wiii, 36. : y
5, Tteffects the danmnation of the soul. A sinnenftwrongeth his

own souly? Prov. viii, 36, Obeying {he diclates pf sin, he
quencheth the Spirit of grace, neglects the salvation of the gos-
pel, disvegards the threatenings of the law, and proceeds in acts
of' agaression, till haying sinned heyond remedy, he goes to.his
own place.  “The wicked sliall be turned into hell;” Psa, ix, 17
from which place there is no redemption, for the torments ave li-
erally everlasting, the smoke of them ascending up forever and
eVl THETA.

Lrom Zaow's Herald.
INCOMPETENT MINISTERS

This subject has been so often agited and so much exaggerated
that owr minds have become quite sensitive to it, and when those
and like hackneyed expressions are used wilhout_propc_r qualifi-
cation; we are' warranted by the established usage of the terms
to take the same application that their inventors have taken the
liberty tomake of them. In an address of the Charitable Society
inthe state of Connecticut, for the education of _indigent pious
youbg men for the ministry, it is- stated, that “in our laud arc
only 3000 educated ministers, and that theve are 5,000,000 of
souls destitute of proper religious instruction;” ‘thafy, “in our
whole population are only 1200 organized congregations; the re-
mainder is in the hands of illiterate men, or like primeval chaos.
without form, and void,.and darkness resting upon 1t.” Again:
“These illiterate men are not possessed of an English education,
and in many instances, are unable to read and write. By them,
as a body, learning is despised, and with few exce tions they
are utterly unacquainted with theology.” “One hall of the dis-
triet 'of Maine 1s destitute of stated instruction; and 40,000 of the
inhabitants not only deprived of the blessings of a regular minis_:
try, but exposed, to the ervors of enthusiastic and false teachers.’
“In the whole western part of the state of Rhode Island, nclud-
ing one half of the population of the state, is but one regularly
educated mipister.”  “New-York state, containing a population
of 1,000,000, has in it 500,000 destitute of the stated: means of
grace—Thus on the right and left, Connecticut is hounded by a
moral wilderness, and her sympathics ave demanded by-a famine
of the word of life.” - The district including Ohio, the western
counties of Pennsylvania, and the states of Kentucky, Tenncs-
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see, Lowsiuna, and all the territories, are a populati g

000, 1,874,000 of which are unsupplied. Inl Lpouxgzgluoiiﬂ::g;:
1ng, 76,000 souls, is only one Protestant minister” Iy the state
of ‘e_]rg!-um! contammg. 974,000 ]}llla_hlf.alﬂﬂ, are 9]‘:1.000 off]el;
population in the hands of unlettered men, -OP-'tdIaIIy destitute of
the'means of grace. The state of Maryland is no betfer than Va
}l.u the state of Georgia are 452,000 souls: 442,400 of the p()pll:
b(tlz?t(;li ,dﬁsﬁltlﬂﬁ, ang f)[]ly ten qualified _miuisicl's' in the whole
o :3;22; a ﬁ:r‘r days since, in a sermon preached in Boston before
the soc ety for promoting Christian knowledge, it was stated

that in the state of New Hampshire are 100 parishes destitute
qf: I‘cguhl_']}r educated m:ini_stcrs; Rhode Island worse, and | hc-
farther we proceed south, worse and worse” 1 4 late akeoimt
given of the state of religion in the Canadas, it is said “T‘j.,;--' we-
lﬂiallmg: :‘-13119111.1nat710u of these proyinces is the T\'Ietljodtikt- :*n}:ﬁlljcﬁ_
el _!Jy itinerating preachers: these preachers aréiliit(e'i'nf."t:‘i'iide in
their manness, and many of them vefy exceptionable in theinliyes.”
Atalate prayer meeting held in this city for the colleges, fo which
we were invited, were some broad intimations given on_this sub-

- ject inthe old terms of “competent and incompetent ministers.?

Newspapers and missionary journals ax i i
pap swonary journals are consialdly teeming wif
such Jike expressions. ! Da
. I.n sl o1t we can, searcely ever attend any of those asseciations
which have for their professed ohjects the union and promotion

. of Chyistianity, withou! having our foelings more or less affec|-

ed by the cruel forture of a fopic which h i

d € ¢ which has been wounded t

11krc an open sore, lt_bIcmls tlie moment if is touehed, =
These are the apologies we have to. offer—for not uniting svith

our Congregational brethren in their various religious confedera-

tions. If these are not deemed satisfaclory, we have others still
in reserve wlich we will with pleasure offer whenever de:
mpanded. ;
 We feel it insulting to our common sense to be invited to the
(ield of religious association in conjunction with men who, like
the sons of Jacob, have already duga cave;, and ave resolved to
profit by the degradation of their younger brethren.

JMissionay Anniversary in the Society Islonds.
One of the native speakers said: “The Gospel cannot be co
fe native s er _ rannot b =
veyed to distant lands without means. T]iisp'is the Way:e :f;y
with the mouth and give with the hands. To pray without giv-
ing, is a lying prayer.” Another said: “It is gecause God de-

"']r
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sives that we bring forth fruit to liim, that be requites us to give
a portion of our property. Letthe word of God spread widely .
Let not the hushand he angry if thewife give to this good cause.”
—A third remarked: “We are all collected together this day (o

pramote the work of God. Let s be diligent—beware lest, any
J,/‘fw‘?s become lilke Anauias and Sapphira, keeping back that

which belongs to- God.”—A fourth added: *The great tree fias
zrown—the shade lias stretched to pumerous lands; it Jins not
srown by the sword, but by the prayers of those m Great Britain
who sent us this word.? * And a fifth—¢“Let us ot begin at the
top of the tree,—1ét us begin at the root,—let our hearts be found
in this worle."—And asixth—*Letnot our subséription be like
powder put into a gun witl:out shot—malee a great noise and (o
no execution.” Reeo & Tl

Assupance.  Presymption on the subject of religion
it is to be feared, is frequently practised. Men claim
‘God fortheir God and friend, and profess to confide iu
his mercy and goodness, without any scriptural anthori
ty forso doing. This, in some instances, may have origt
nated in areligious descent,—* We have Abraham for
our father,” Matt. iii, 9, without having experienced a
sracious change of heavt. ¢ He is not a jew who is one
outwardly : but he is aJew whois one inwardly and
circumeision is that of the heart, in the spivit; and notin
the letter ; wliose praise is not of men, but of God,*”
Rom. ii*28,29. A religious edueetion may have pro-
duced this effect in some persons. Ifnol correct, witl
regard to sound evangelical principles and views, by
such an education moral habits may have been induced
unconnected with gospel doctrines ; the result must e
a Pharisaical religion, a¢clean cup and platter,” a gav
nished outside, while the heart, asto its veal state, is
likened fo an ““open sepulchre’ fullof rotlenness and
dead men’s bones.”” Wealthy persons, moved to sympu-
thy and acts of beneficence, by the privation and suffer-
ings of their fellow men ; or prompted by the examples
of others, toenrol their names in the lists of generuus

benefactors, who advocate the cause of suifering human-
itv. athomeé. orin distant Jands ; may presume to think




622

as these actions-are formerly goodin themselves, aud
beneficial {o others, that they who come forward in this
way, solely on this account, pleasing to God. But the
apostle says, ‘“ Thongh Thestow all my goods to feed
the poor, and though I give my body to he burned, and
have not love, it profileth me nothing.” 1 Cor. xiii, 3.
Here let us observe, that scriptural assurange of the di-
vine favour, can be obtained only by penitents, who
mourn before God the folly and crimes of ‘their past
lives, confess and forsake their sing, are anxious to oh-
tain salvation, are found in a diligent use of the appointed
means of grace for that purpose,—anil by such persous,
only throughfuith in cur Lovd Jesus Christ, resting whol-

ly on his atoving sacrifice for remission of sius, and ac- -

ceptance with God. Believers abe ** accepted in the
Beloved.” They *“raceive the promise of the Spirit
through faith ;7 and, by his divect {estimony in the heart,
are enabled to say,,, O God, thou art my God.” Hay-
ing ““received the spirit of adoption,” they cry, ¢ Abba,

Father.” This is a divine assurance. -

INFiDELITY AND DEATH.
From Dr. Dwight’s Travels.

The well-known Col. Allen was an avowed infidel. Qune duy
he was visited by Dr. Elliott, and after dinner mtroduced to uthe
Colonel’s library, where some works on Peism were particularly
brought to the notice of the visitor. - While looking over one of
thogse volumes, a servant tapped at the library door, and an-
nounced to the .Dr. that his danghter was lying: at the point of
death. Dr. Ellioit was requested fo accompany him-to the
chamber of death. *On going to the bed-side of his beloved and
dying child, she addressed her father thus—¢“Father, I am dying!
shall I believe those things which you have taught me, or must I
believe what my mother has taught me?” The colonel’s wife
was a woman of distinguished piety. Col. A. was an avowed
professor of Deism and Infidelity; he looked on his: dying daugh-
ter, his countenance changed, his features altered, his lips quiver-
ed, when he said—¢Believe what youwr mother has teught you!”
The test was too much for him; there was a conflict between
dis pride of intellect, ‘his principles as a champion of infidelity,

o
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and the natural, the genuine feclings of a parent whose daughier
was just entering au eternal world. Relivious Messenger.

Mr. Fletcher, preaching on Noah as a type of Christ, was in
the midst of a most animated description of the tervible day of the
Lord, when he suddenty paused; eyery fealure of his expressive
countenance was marked with painful feelings, and strilayg his
forehead with the paliz of his bhand, he exclaimed; Wretched
man that Tam! Beloved brethren, it often culs me {o the soul,
as it does at this moment, to- vefleer that while: Ilhave been en-
deavouring by the force of truth, by thebeauty of holiness, and
even hy the terrors of the Lord, to beg of you to walk du the
peaceable paths of rightcousness, 1 am, in respeet t0 many of
you wio reject the Gospel, only tying willstones round your
necks tosink you deeper in perdition.  The whole church was
electrified, and it awas some fime hefore he could resuwe his
subjeet.

Idleness 1s the hot bed of temptation, the cradle of disease,
and the cankersworm ‘of felicity.  In a little time, {o the mau
who has no employment, life will have ne novelty, and whes
novelty 15 laid in the grave, the funeral of comfort will enter the
church yard, T'rom that moment it 1s the shade, and not the map,
who creeps along the path of mortality.  On the costrary, what
solid satisfaetion does the mawof diligence possess?  What health
in his countenance? What strength in his limbs? What vigour in
his understanding? With what a zest does he relish the vefresh-
ments of the day? With what pleasure does he scel the bed or
reposeat mght? It isnot the accidental hardness of a pillow that
can make hitn unhappy, and rob him of sleep. He earns his
maintenange, ad he énjoys it.  He has faithifully laboured in the
day, and the slumbers ‘of the night ave a sweet retribution to
him. To the diligent man every day is a litle life; and évery
night is a little heaven. The toil las been honest and her re-
ward is sure. :
_ Buabylon—The Hon. Capt. Kpppel, in the narrafive of bis
visit to this.ancient spot; says, thut the Tower of Babel, the
brickwork of which,in many paits; is completely molten, 1¢-
sembles what the Scriptures prophesied it should hecome, “u
burat mountain.®  From tlie sunmit of the tower, Capt. Bepped,
had a distinct view of the. vast heaps which consfitute ail thas
now remains of ancient Babylon; amore complete pictnre of deso-
latien could not srell be dimagined. The eve wandered oves s
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) mﬁ,-m F.—A correspondent 'i-nqum's‘-:né, “that the ministry

)

the word in the city of Albany,is, at present, attended by im-
ds of people, und thal a number of remarkable cases
f conv have taken place. The most perfect harmony

and fellowship prevails among the ministers of the gospel there.

. —

From an esteemed correspondent at Newburgh, N. Y. we are.
happy to learn that the work of the Lord is prospering—20 or 30
have joined society—and: the revivalstill continues. To God be
all the praise. i e :

ing. Ourchapie, which is a good sized one, is literally filled,
tings ar and more interesting. Atnearly every
rejoice in the God
ome of them are the first characters in our
village. Some of all ranks, ages and conditions in society, are
byougth to praise God. Several who have been zealous Universa-
lists have come forth publicly and acknowledged th
‘their sins, and asked the prayers of the saints, an
made to rejoice in a better hope, even ‘Christ formed ;
hope of'glory.” Such glorious times [ never aw"b:efqrg;:perh_gpg-
fifty in one meeting, who. hayve lately been converted, will arise
and speak of the goedness of God to ! 8. The work is
gencral, but no where so powerful as in this town and village.”

-

’ FROM THE NA;T.ION.AL- INTELLIGENCER.
) MISS LIVERMORE. _
Our readers may have observed in' our columns, re-

~ cently, n tices of Miss Livermore’s intention to preach
- atthe Oapitol and elsewhere. Our engagements have
- not allowed us to attend her greachmg, bad we wished

to doso. Those, who have

o _ eard her, speak highly of
her natural

ts, and some are even enraptured by her

- cloguence. Among the latter is the esteemed Lady who
_ is the author of the following Letter, of which we have
- heen allowed to take a copy for publication. It isad- -

il
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L5 flressed to the daughter of the writer, who resides in a
'l distant part of the country. :
' : ¢““Washington, 9th Jan. 1827.
¥ My Berovep Cuinp : I witnessed a scene yesterday,
- so novel and impressive, that I cannot forbear attempt-

, ing a description of it. I say attempting, for the sensibii-
k ; ities were more strongly aflected than the senses, conse-
quently a just delineation is very difficult. It had been
rumored forsome weeks, thata woman of counsiderable
pretensions had solicited in vain for permission to preach
at the Representatives Hall at the Capitol. So you see,
alter all the professions of veneration for our sex, made
. by mankind, when tested by their acts, they say “W bat
good thing ¢an come out of Nazareth?”’
Thanks to the Christian Pastors of Georgetown 5 they
invited her to their Churches, frofn whence the fame of
her elogquence spread through the City—curiosity prevail-
ed over illiberal prejudice, and she was invited to preach
&: ' at the Capitol. 'We attended at an early hour, and found
e the hall, lobby, and gallery, so completely filied that it
' was almost impossible to get admission: And I am told
the Avenue itself was full of persons excluded.
: , ‘When Flooked round and saw the numerous andience,
3 greater than I had ever seen onany former occasion, I
i ; trembled for the yet unseen female who was to address
L them. Atlength she appeared, attended by a friend.—
= Her figure is good, her height some what above medio-
% crity, her face pale, perhaps some would say plain, but
"~ pleasing, and indicative of great serenety and goodness.
"They were both dressed in 2 style so simple and neat,
you would have taken them for Quakers. She ascended
" the Speaker’s Chair, and her friend seated herself by
her. She commenced, in the usual manuner, by prayer
and singing. She then read the 112th psalm in a voice
somewhat hurried and tremulous, and selected her text
from 2d Samuel, 23d chap. part of the 3d and all of the
' 4th verses—¢‘He thatruleth over men must be just, ru-
' ' . Vimg in the fear of God. And heshallbe asthe light of
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#he morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning with-
i rluuds, as the tender grass springing out of the earth
cmar shining after rain.”

Phe President, and many members of Congress, were
seosent. - From her text, yon will veadily perceive her
address was intended principally for the rulers of the na-
tivy. 3ot she embraced-the whole muititude—the ra-
lers of schools—the rulers of families: and, as individu-
als. the rulers of our passions.

Her langnage was correct, persuasive, and judging
by my own feslings, the profonnd attention and sympa-
thy of the audience, extremely eloquent. Many wept
even to sobhiug. €. first yielded to the general impres-
sion, and even 1, although anused to the melting mood,
I. who thought my heart was seared by affliction, and
my eyes dried by weeping, found that heart relenting,
and those eyes dissolvingin a trickling thaw.

Judging, as said, by my own feelings, and I have no
other fest, [should say she is the most eloquent preach-
er | have listened to since the days of Mr. WADDELL.

Buatno language can do justice to the pathos of her
sinzing. For when she closed by&inging a hymn, that

mizht with propriety be termed a prayer, in which she

asks the divine perfections of each sacred character re-
corded in Scripture, her voice was so melodious, and
her face heamed with such heavenly goodness, as to re-
semble a transfiguration, and you were compelled to ac-
cord them all to her. I conld have listened from morn
till noon, and from mnoon till dewy eve of a Summer’s
day. Ttsavoured more of inspiration than any thing I
ever witnessed; and to enjoy the frame of mind which I
think she does, I would relinquish the world. Call
this rhapsody if you will: but would to God you had
heard her! I think you would have felt as I did, and I
may add, as I now do.” - :

“What knowest thou, O wife!whether thou shalt save thy husband? or what
knowest thou, O man! whether thou shalt save thy wife??

Itis, no doubt, a dangerous cxperiment,for any Christian to
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marry an unbeliever-—We knew, however, an instance of a lovely
saint, who we believe is new in heaven; who, after much trial on
this subject, gave her hand to the man on whom she had already
placed her tenderest affection. He possessed almost every grace;
bue was destitute of the grace of God: By spending the early part
of his lifcin a foreign land and associating with thosé who had
the reputation of gentlemen, he had imbibed the fashionable habit
in that place, of using God’s name in vain in common conversas
tion. His new and much loved wife sought to reclaim him; she
knew the only way to his heart; she took advantage of his love for
her, to win him to Christ, and she effectually succeeded.

One day, as she was standing before him,in company witha
few friends, who were listening to his conversation,in order to
give additional interest, as he supposed, to what he was relating,
he added the name of Christ. He looked at his wife and saw her
in tears.—He was confused. With ineffable sweetness she raised
her haud, and gently pressed. his chin: “Oh!” said she, “if you

Jknew how much I love that dear name, you would never again

pain my hears by trifling with it.”’—His heart was touched. —He
was unable toproceed. He asked her forgiveness, and soon left
the room. In this way he wassaved from ruin, and isnow an
eminent example of piety. Augusia Herald.

Female femper—“It is particularly necessary for gitls to acquire

command of temper; because much of the effects of their powers
of reasoning and of their wit, when they grow up, depend upon

_the gentleness and good,humor with which they conduct them-

selves. A woman who should attempt to thunder with her tongue,
would not find her eloguence increase her domestic happiness.
We do not wish that women should implicitly yield tlieir better
judgement to their fathers or husbands; but let them support the

'cause of reason with all the grace of female gentieness,

A man,in a furious passion, is terrible to his enemies; but a
woman in a passion is disgusling to her friends; she looses all the res-
pectdue to her sex, and she has not masculine strength and cour-
age to enforce any other kind of respect. These circumstances
should be considered by those, who advise that no difference
should be made in the education of the two sexes.

The happiness and influcence of women both as wives and mo-
thers, and indeed, in every relation, so much depend on their
femper, that it ought to be most carefully cultivated. We should
not suffer girls to imagine that they balance i/l humour by some
good qualily or accomplishment; because, in fact, fhere are none

whkich ean supply the want of temper in the femaie sex.”
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