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Statistical Neighborhoods
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CAMP WASHINGTON

RIVER ROAD

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
QUEENSGATE
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CENTRAL RIVERFRONT
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. council
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We are Appalachians;

We come to you

With our needs and dreams;
We bring gifts, our heritage
Rooted deep in foreign lands;
Moulded by the fingers

of Many peoples;

Qur speech, long, soft,

Like the laughter of the
Witch Child Wind;

Some of us will be yours
Forever;

Others for a few tomorrows.

Betsy Ann McGee

S 24
L]
Areas of Conecern and Action
The Council’s Board of Trustees directs the activities of a small e enter
staff who in turn coordinate the work of volunteer committees Frank Foster Memorial Library
in many areas.
! Community Organization
Education = Appalachian Identity Center
Inservice teacher training program - Appalachian Community Development Association
Curriculum development in Cincinnati Public Schools '
Board of Education policy formation University Programs
; Appalachian Resource Committee of UC
Research Sociology Department of Xavier University
Research Task Force
National Conference on Urban Appalachian migrants Human Services
School Visiting Committee Miners Benefits Program
Appalachian Speakers Service
Culture ) Staff education for local social service delivery agencies
Cultural Heritage Project in Cinti. Public Schools Advocacy for change and program development in govern-
Appalachian Community Videotape Project (proposal) mental and private agencies.

Cultural Program Developer (proposal)

Urban Appalachian Counci

Room 514 1015 Vine Street Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 513—421-2550 or 352-3291




Urban
Appalachlan
Council

« promoting pride in cultural heritage
e serving Appalachians in an urban setting

= acting as a regional resource and educational center for Appalachian
affairs

The Urban Appalachian Council membership represents diverse per-
sonal and professional backgrounds in community life cooperating
in the development of programs that enable Appalachians to partici-
pate fully in urban life.

The Council’s activities focus on

* Cultural affirmation

¢« Community organization
* Research

* Advocacy

* Program development

Our Program

The Urban Appalachian Council

Introduced the concept and participated in the development of the
Cultural Heritage Room project in the Cincinnati public school
system.

Organized a consortium of research scholars to document the urban
and rural realities of Appalachian life.

Promotes curriculum development and fosters sensitivity among
teachers and administrators to the needs of Appalachian students.

Provides the public with a comprehensive collection of Appalachian
research data, literature and films in the Frank Foster Memorial
Library.

Develops leadership among Appalachians to strengthen their partici-
pation in policy making throughout the community.

History

“The Great Migration” from the Appalachian mountains which
began in 1940, along with the mass migration of southern Negroes
has been a major factor in the midwestern cities’ versron of “the
urban crisis.”” These parallel movements found the cities unprepared
for such high population shifts and different life styles. The Appala-
chian Committee was established in 1970 to coordinate efforts to
improve the status of Urban Appalachians in Cincinnati and to devel-
op an organizational model and research effort that would be useful
to other urban centers which have heavy concentrations of Appala-
chians.

During the past fifteen years members who now form the Appala-
chian Committee have played an active role in establishing commun-
ity organizations and social services in Cincinnati’s inner city. In
1972 the Committee reorganized and, with assistance from the

Cincinnati Human Relations Commission and other organizations,
began from their new office a much broader program of research,
community organizations, advocacy and program development.

Most recently the Appalachian Committee merged with the Appala-
chian Identity Center to form a new non-profit corporation, the
Urban Appalachian Council.

Philosophy

The Urban Appalachian Council functions as advocate and catalyst.
Through their interest, training, and skills, council members serve
Cincinnati’s Appalachian communities in an advocacy capacity in a
variety of ways.

The Council believes that urban Appalachians must be recognized
as an authentic ethnic culture with strong traditions which must be
noticed and nurtured and no longer neglected by the community's
citizens or institutions. It is a fundamental commitment to this con-
cept of cultural pluralism which directs our work in research, advo-
cacy and community organization.

For half a century Appalachians have been casualties of economic
disruption and geographic displacement. Receiving cities have not
yet recognized an existing Appalachian culture nor formulated any
coherent social policy for bringing this large ethnic group into full
partnership and participation in urban community life.

The Urban Appalachian Council is dedicated to the elimination of
inaccurate stereotypes and to stimulating the process of reciprocal
adaptation between mountain and urban cultures.
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SPEAKERS BUREAU

The Urban Appalachian Council spearheads
the movement of mountain people in the
Midwest toward organization and recog-
nition. Through their interest, training,
and skills, council members serve
Cincinnati's Appalachian communities in
an advocacy capacity in research, organ-
ization and program development.

Our Speaker's Bureau is available to pre-
sent to your club or organization a variety
of topics relating to Appalachian life.

Also available are a number of excellent
films and tapes through our Frank Foster
Library. Specific topics are listed on
the reverse of this brochure.

For further information and scheduling,
contact Kathy Sowders at our office, _

CALL US
513 421-2550

1015 Vine Street, Room 514
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202



SPEECH TOPICS

APPALACHIAN CULTURE
(Our heritage from the hills.)
APPALACHIAN HANDICRAFTS
(Quiltin', whittlin' and such.)
APPALACHTIAN HISTORY
(Why we are who we are.)
APPALACHTAN MUSIC
(Downhome fiddles and uptown blues.)
APPALACHIAN LITERATURE
(Our land has a voice.)
RURAL TO URBAN MIGRATION & ITS
CONSEQUENCES
(Why we came & what happened when we
got here.)
CINCINNATI'S APPALACHIAN COMMUNITY
(Our story in the Queen City.)
APPALACHIAN CULTURE AND SOCIAL WELFARE
BEHAVIOR
(Gettin' help, part 1)
APPALACHIAN CULTURE AND HEALTH PROBLEMS
(Gettin' help, part 2)
APPALACHIANS AND POLITICAL EMPOWERMENT
(Does anybody up there like us?)
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION
(Meetin' and talkin' and doin'.)
APPALACHIANS AND OTHER CINCINNATI ETHNIC
GROUPS
(How we mix in the "melting pot'.)

FILMS

APPALACHIAN GENESIS (Music)
COON-ON-A-LOG (Recreation)
APPALACHIAN EXPERIENCE (Crafts)
STRIPMINING IN APPALACHIA 3
THE GOOD OLD FASHION WAY (Culture)
MUSIC FAIR

TAPES

RELIGION
SOCIAL WORK
HOUSING PROBLEMS ~

HISTORY (with
slide show)
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Frank Foster Library

Room 514, 1015 Vine Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Monday — Friday 9:00 AM — 5:00 PM

The Frank Foster Library on Appalachian Migrants, located in the
expanded offices of the Urban Appalachian Council, contains exten-
sive materials related to research on mountain people, past and pres-
ent, in an urban setting and in their homeland. The library serves
the Urban Appalachian Council as an aid to its program of research
and advocacy; it is also a valuable resource center to those who have
a special interest in Appalachians, such as educators, social service
workers, community planners, and Appalachians themselves.

The library was founded in January, 1973, as the result of a gift of
materials from the estate of the late Dr. Frank Foster who served
the Appalachian cause as an educator and member of the Appala-
chian Committee (now the Urban Appalachian Council). His fine
collection was then supplemented by memorial contributions from
Dr. Foster's many friends and colleagues, and further support has
come from the Junior League of Cincinnati.

Books are arranged according to general topics including Anthro-
pology and Sociology, Appalachian Land and People, Reference and
Dissertations, Philosophy, Black Studies, Urban Studies, Fiction,
Appalachian Culture, Migration, Coal Mining, and Children’s Books;
in addition, there is a complete up-to-date file of related scholarly

articles and periodicals on subjects such as Appalachian youth and
stripmining.

A variety of current films is offered as part of the audio-visual sec-
tion, A slide show with synchronized sound has been developed for
groups by the Urban Appalachian Council; this is an excellent pre-
sentation of the social and cultural background of Appalachian
migrants. Available, too, are recordings ranging from old-time moun-
tain music to the “blue-collar blues' of John Prine.

The Frank Foster Library receives broad use. Among those, specifi-
cally, who take advantage of the facility are a college sociology
professor, students majoring in community services and geography,

a priest whose parish is heavily Appalachian, a community organizer,
social workers from the Hamilton County Welfare Department, ele-
mentary school teachers, an educator from the Police Academy, a
worker for the Family Planning Association, a developer of in-service
teachers’ training, and planners of a cultural heritage project.

Cincinnati’s Frank Foster Library is unique in its specialization in
research on urban Appalachians; it is expanding daily and promises
to be the finest in the country. Your interest, support and sugges-
tions are welcome.
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