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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

e —r———

IN THE spring of 1919, Mr, Spainhour, in asnwer to a special request, loaned
me the original ocopy of a dlary which he wote during the war of 1861-1866, to be
used in collaboration with the reminiscences of my father's war life which 1 was then
writing, and which were subsequently published in ¥HE CONFEDERATE VETERAN., With
his parmiuion. I made a complete typewritten copy of that diary. Not long ago, 1
chanced upon my copy among my old papers, records, etc., and later read it tlru.
I became deeply interested in it. It was so satisfyingly complete, 8o vivid of camp
and battlefield experience, 80 replete with interesting nsrratives that I felt I
would be neglecting my duty as the son of a Go;:.federate veteran if 1 did not try to
publish it to the reading public. This I now do, with his hearty permission, be-
lievéng it will add appreciably to the already voluminous history of that great Inter-
State Conflict and, perhaps, etir the memaries of many other old _soldiera who fought
in the incomparable armies of the South. It is reproduced herewith alomst complete,
with the exception of an ecocasional strictly personal rference here and there. A copy
of this mamsoript has been submitted to Mr. Spainhour and he has expressed his ap-
proval.

in a recent letter from Mr. Spainhour, he tells me that he is 85 years old. He
is very deaf, but is able to manage the school book department in his son's store, in
North Wilkesboro, &N. C., where he lms passed a long, useful life. His family and
my father's family were friends and neighbors for drar hn,lf a century. He and his two

brothers (John and James) and my father and his two brothers (Judson and Larkin),
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were soldlers together in Compeny b, Kirst North Carolina Regiment of Infantry, (State
Troops.) He lost his two brothers in the war and my father lost one of his. Company »
was ora'aniied by James B. Gordom, who was then & prominent merchant in Wilksboro, in
May, 1861, ' S &

Ihe first entry in the dlary was written while the regiment was in the training

camp at Warrenton, u&e Co == 'F, P, e ‘

Ig6l ON THE I9the day of Jume, brother James received his appointment as chap~
June 13 lain of the regilment, which is the first of the iroops to be organized.
The ladies and gentlemen of Warrenton paid us marked attention. Several ministers came
and reached for w8e » o On the 4th of July, we marched into Warrenton and fired
a salute, and then received an excellent dinner from the citizens, after which we
listened to many etirring speeches by Col. M. S, Stokes and other officers. DIuring our
stay at Warreaton, J. B. Gordon was promoted to major of the First sorth Carolina
Regiment of Cavalry and H. A. Brown to captain of our compeany. « o Reve J. Be
Soloman and Finch of the 'naptilt Church preached to us often. 1 think & great deal of
the people of Warrenton.

July 27 We left Warrenton and landed in Pétersburg late atinight. The trip has been
quite pleasant. Next morning we moved on to Richmond and pitched out tents in the
fair-grounds. . e I spent a fow days sight-seeing. The Vapitol square is a beau-
t-;.iful rlace..In a few days, we moved from I.the fair-grounds to .I:l(;mtl, out on the
east side of the olty..

'Aug. I4 We have orders to move to Aoquia Creek, on the Pct'oma.c. Next day we mov=
ed to Brooks Stat'ion, four miles above Acquia Creckce * * * I learned how persons
of honor aJ-'o burried in the army. When the military procession reaches the grave, a
salute is fired, and the ceremony is attended with music, allof which is very solemn.
ﬁfe are now undor command of Stokes as colonel and fr.iolmes. as brigadder-General. Our

company is now being drilled in the mamml of heavy artillary.
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(NOTEs Here is a petiod in the record, from Oct. II,t3861 to Jan. 3I, 1862, de—
voted to an account of the sickness, suffering and death of James Spainhour, about
whom he says: "He bore it all with Christian meekmess, and L have a strong hope that
he is now with “vhe Father in the Region of Blory. .« <« How can i1 give up one who
was 80 dear and good to me, who was ever ready with good ocounsel and amid trials ever
ready to cheer the drooping heart? I aoknowledge him as my ntérary gulde and relig=
ious director. out why mourn for him"§ he asks. "He is now beyond the reach of sor-
row and disappointmont." . There is also an acoount of his bwrial, of the writer's
subsequent slckness, of his rest-at home on furlough, of the blo;odnees of friemdship,
etc. =—=iPC,)
1862 1 started back to the regiment; landed at camp three days later and
Jan.~April
found the health of the ¢ ompany much better. February has brought no=
thing new. We bave beem working some on our cabins for winterquarters and gathering
woode. AMarch brought considerable excitement, on account of the evacuation of ivins-
port. ZIroops from that point are in our ﬁa;:ps tonight. <he latter mrt of karch,” we
were ordered to Goldsboro, i. C., which was'joytul news to us. We landed there on
the Izsm, after a very cold and unpleasant ride, but in a few days moved down nsar
Wilmington. My brothez; John and 1. L. Hemphill Joined the company during Aprdl. . .
May 26 Today we wepe ordered back to Virginis. .Stopped. at Petersbuwrg and camped,
but had not been there long when we were ordered back to sorth Carolina.
We just about to get on the train, when that arder was countermanded.
June 1 defare day the long roil told a doleful tales we were summoned to an en=-
gagement. We moved to Richmond and then marched out on the Williamsburg
road, where the battle of Seven Pines had just been fought. <The day was exoeadingly\
hot and many of the boys came mear fainting. We met many wounded, ani . was particu~
larly struck with the spectacle of a pile of arms and legs lying beside the road.

. Juns 14 We Iave been doing picket and other duty since we came here.

June iS5 Ihis marding we were ardered on picket duty, and at 12 o'clock were order-

a1 to advanos'.: We moved forward about two miles and met the Iankees.
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After skirmishing sometime with the enemy and being nearly surrounded by them, we fell
back, having lost the rest of our command. We got 1ost in the swamp and did not get
out until 9 o'cloock that night. We lost some men taken prisoners today.

June 25 JFor several days we have been doing picket duty and other camp duty.

June 26 bpefore daylight this morning we were moving in the direction of the Mechan-

icsville Pike, where we layed in line of battle till late that evening,
when we were ordered forward and crossed the Chicahominy under fire of the enemy' s
artillery. We moved forward under a heavy fire for near a mile, where we emngaged them
for sometime at a desperate rate. We lost our coléomel, major, and several other of-
ficers and about half the regim'nt. the scene was one 1 cannot describe, the missles
of death snatching men from all around me. Why should 1 be mreserved? My good/ old
friend J. C. Webb was killed sudddmhy. FPoor fellow! He little thought of death so soon!
This morning's sun rose on many & blooming young life, who are now lying on this bloody
battlefield cold and lifeless bodies.

June 27 ‘this morning the Iankees are gone from our front. We followed, and after
marching over a large scope 0of country ocoupled by the enemy for twelve miles, encoun-
tered them again. <1he fight was long and desperate; the musketry fire was the leaviest
1l have ever heard. it lasted till after darkes We held the field. Many were killed on

both sldes. Few flelds are so bloody as that of Cold Harbor. We follwed the Iankses

 till Tuesday, the lst of July, when we again overtook them at Malvern Hill, where
another desperate engagement took place. L., being in the commissary department, was
ordered to remain out and take charge of some stores. We lost some good mem from owr
companys Harley, Hendren, Johnson and several others killed, besides many wounded.
srother Jéhn was not hurt. We then moved back mear Richmond, where we remained encamp-
ed for sometime. We ad a great deal of sickness. brother John was taken sick with
brain fever and lived but a few days. He bore his sickness and suffering well. ke suf-
fered a great deal, and was not in his senses for a day or tw before he died. e was
" burried below the city, mnear the lork Eiver Railroad, near the tlree mile post. ie 1is

the last of the two brothers who have been in the army with me. iiis death occured on
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the 9th day of August.

(NOTEs Here follows a poem of 36 lines written about the sad deaths of his two
brothers, James and John, expressing a very beautiful Christian faith. 3ihe poem is
signed ;. "Rufus". 1 reproduce the last verse only:

"ILol James and John know war no marej
in Heaven there is no war, we know,
out Joy and 5liss and Perfect love,
With the Primoe of Peace in heaven above."
-—¥P0,)

August to Sc;on; after the death of my brother John, we moved by train to Orange

o 18 Court touse, where we wailtddiseveral days for our wagon-trains. We
then moved on by way of Culpepper It}ourt Hous e, Warrenton,- eto. We passed over the
battlefield two days after the second battle at that place. 1 have rever witnessed
such a sight in my life; the d.ea.d/:__"dankeos were thicker than i ever saw before. Irom
this point we moved to leesburg, | where we corossed the Potomac Hiver. .if one unaccus=~
tomed to seeing an army march had seen us orossing that river by moonlight, he would
have been filled with laughter, tho we were not‘ inolined to laughj, except when some
of us shoﬁld ét our center of grawity beyond ow base and fall into the water. About
11 o'clock at night, we landed on the xaryland shore without resistance. . The first
thing that attracted my attention was some boats which lmd been captured on the Wash-
ington and OUhio vanal.:

We moved to Frederick Town, where we capped several days; then on to Boonesboro,
and to Haggersbown, and encamped there a few days. On the I4 of September, our
troops (D. H. Hill's division) -- the remaineder of the army having gone to Harper's
Ferry, which they captured —--movad back to the Gap in the South ﬂounta!;ns to ocoupy
it and thus keep the Yankees from moving suddenly upon us. On the same day (Sunday)
the Yankees under McClellan attacked our troops and a desperate fight ensued, which
lasted till night, when we fell back to Sharpsburg, mnear the river. 1 remaimed up
near Haggerstown until near midday Monday in charge of four stores, when I was com-
pelled to make my way as best I ocould to the army at Sharpsburg. I found my regiment

there in line of battle and the YXankees moving dm on the other side of & small stream.




Page 6

Heavy oannonading commenced, which lasted till dark.
Sept. 16 Cennonading was kept up all day. We cooked for our command on rocks
and barbecusd beef. The firing tonight is frequemtf and heavy. |
Sept. I7 The engagement commenced quite early, and by 10 o'clock many, very msny
_had fallen to rise no mmwre. %he f£ight continued till late and night
found the enmemy ococupying the same ground thsy had ocoupled that morning, tho several
times both armies had drived each other back and forth omer the same ground. 1he bat-
tle was perhaps the bloodiest that has yet occured on this continent. We lost mamy
good men from our company and both the officers who were resent. First Lieut. T. S.
Bouschelle was tadly wounded in the jaw and Ythird lieuts J. M. Peden in the thigh. The
number of good men that fell there cannot here be enumerated.

Sept. 18 to A calm gpmnerally follows a storm, so today we bhave & calm. An armis-
Bt tioe was agreéd upon in order to bubry the dead. <The day was spend
removing and burrying the dead, but soon after night we commenced to retreat and were
Iall night moving back across the river. We orossed at Shepherdstown. I did not oross
4111 next mornirg.

On the 20th, while the Xankees were following up our t?rceu. we turned on them and
destroyed a great many while they were crossing the river. We then moved to Martins='
burg, where we remained a few days; from there we removed to Bunkerhill, where we
rested for about two weeks. 'hen we went to Charlestomm and tore up the railroad ﬁear
theres Then on to Berryville, orossing the Shenandoah at Berry's Ford and the blue
Ridge at Paris, to Upperville, where the iankees followed, and then back to Front
Royal, where we remained several days in line of tattle. bsut they did not oome on, so
we moved up to Staunton and camped there about; 8 week.

We then took up our duds and moved on up the Valley as fr as New Markxet, where we
struck the Gordonsville Pike and landed safely at Gordomsville after some very hard march-
ing. The men suffered much for want of olothing, many being without shoss. We got

only one or two day's rest till we reached Port Royal, below Fredericksburg. About the

1I1th of December we reached Frederioksburg.
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December Our regiment marched nearly all night, and on the morning of the 1I3th
went into line of battle, and were exposed to shell-fire all day. Ilany of our men
were wounded. Lieut. Vanoy had one eye shot out. This was a bright day for the South;
we won a great fictary, tho our joy was mingled with sadness. We mourned the loss
of many officers and men. General Cobb, of Georgia, <fell while gallantly leading
his men to viotory. Fredericksburg was almost demolished by fire and shell. Soon after
the battle we went into camp near the city. We served on picket duty till the close
of the year.
1863 Another year s passed and no peace yet. Uhe monster War seems to be still
— active in his preparations to destroy more lives, befare he allows Peace
to take his place. He seems to be strenghhening every nerve and doing all he can to pro=
mote his cause, but I hope he will be disappointed and that Sweet Peace will reign in
his stead. On New Xear's morning our regiment was relieved of picket duty and moved
oamp & half mile. ‘1he army commenced fortifying fredericksburg, vwhich was well done.
During this time a good mumber of our force was sent to North Carolima. About the 24th
we were trandferred to Talliaferro's brigade, of Jackson's division. We then moved
down the river several miles.
l?ebmry ) This has been a month of perfect quietitude, with the exception of many
sham snowball battles, which were hard-fought and interesting. We have
had some Revival interest. Our chaplain is Rev. W. R. Umultney, who is a very fine
little man. I am tenting with him this winter. We are camped near what is called "Skine
ner's Neok". « e Th. month oclosed quite cold and wet. )
March “his bas been another month of wamdn, snow and mud, On the 3rd day of last
month, Lee whipped the Yankees at Fredericksburg, on the Upper Rappahannocke
The health of th; troops is good, and religious interest is high. '
April A heavy snow 20-11 on the 6th. Religious internt still inoreases. On the
- 18th, bBrother William R. Spainhour came to join our regiment. Father came
out with him, bdut went back soon. On the 23rd our regiment went to Port Royal, but

the Yankpes were gone when we arrived. Our troops moved up to Frederioksburg on the 29th
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as the lankees were orossing. <the troops remained in lined of battle all next day.
May ‘Today our troops moved up the river in the direction of Chancellomsville.
.Jackson's army moved to the left of tha. united States rFord and by & flank
movement struock the enemy in the rear, driving them many miles by dark and capturd®
turing many misoners. Un the next day & general engagement occured, which was quite
bloody. Many men in our company were killed on the fields wvizs 1. J. Eller, Johmn

and Samuel Pemnell, Widlliam Pilkington and several others, besides Clark, Whit-

tington and others who were mortally wounded. i/, ;"' /A% "4,  # Johm) Estes

and George Johnston each lost an arm, and srother William R. Spainhour was wound~
ed severly in wrist and arm, which has incapliocated him for life. During this en-
gagement Gen. Jackson was fired upon by his own men and dled of his wound later.
the lesnkoes were drawn back across the river.

(NOTE: Here appears & poem of thirty-six lines describing ths tettle of Chancel-
lors_ville, which had just been fought,' signed "Rufus". I reproduce herewith the
first, fourth and 'sixth verses: ‘ N

"Spring is now again on hand,
With sorrow in our lovely land;
1t brought a scene of human strife
And Death to many a blooming lifelV¥

» L] L

-

"Ihe noted Herp of our land
Fell there among our noble band.
He lead his men to Victory's door,
but fell befare he could do more."

L L] ®

_ "rhere Hooker with his Iegions bold
Was routed from his strongest hold,
By lee and his brave veterans trus,
Who told by deeds what they could gg"l

—F¥PC)
After the battle, things becams quiet, and after remaining mear the united States
Ford for nearly a wdek, we moved to Huniltqn's drouin_g, where we spend the remain-

der of the month,
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¢! June Early in the month we moved off in the direction of the Valley of Virgin-
ia. After several days' hard marching Ewell's Corps landed near Winchester
and in front of Milroy's forces there. He was surrounied and mearly all hls army
captured. lilroy escaped with avfew men. We got nearly everything he lmd. Captain
John Miller of our company was killed. We imgdiatsly moved forward, entering the
State of iaryland at Shepherdstown and camped one night on the Sharpsburg battlefield.
We passed thru Haggerstown and entered Pemnsylvania, moving thru sew Castle, Mercerse
burg, MoConnelsburg, Chambersburg, and near the town of Charslie.
July OUn the 1lst, 2nd and 8rd of the month our troops engaged the enemy at Get=
tysburg. 'Lhe sankess were fartified on a mountain in the rear of the town,
and after many attempts to drive the;n out, our troops were compelled to desist, tho
not until the hardiest fighting 1 have wver lpaxd tell of had taken place. 7T1he third
day of the battle was one continuous roar of cannon and musket. 1 suppose that more
than two hundred pleces of artillery were engaged in the duel at the same time and
the slaughter was terrible on both sides. We remained on the field on the fourth day,
and that night commenced a retreat, but the mud was s o0 deep that we made very little
progress. At length we landed at Willlamsport, but found the river too swollen to
Crosse. Bhlare we rémained in line of bat tle for ulerraral days, until pontoons could
be constructed. We them orossed the river, moved on up the Valley and crossed the
plue Ridge without molestation. |
dugust We moved near Orange Courthouse, where we spené several weeks in camp,
resting, recruiting, ets. brother William came beck to the regiment,
but was not fit for service.
September We remained in camp at Orange Courthouse until Sept. I4. »rother Wil-
_ liam received his dischargs from the service and started home. About
that time we moved oé.mp and after several days' hard marching to different points,
wgnt into camp again about I?. miles below Urange Court Houses - 1‘he£e is evidence, of
de_ep religious interest in fhe regiment. .

‘October ‘'his month lms been noted for its hard marches. On the 6th we left
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camp and marched by way of Laddison Court House to Culpepper, bdut failing to cut
off the rankees there, we marched forward again t'o Warrenton, where we encounter=
ed them. We moved around to their rear and a.izmd.' to cut them of £ there. but some
misunderstanding on the part of an of ficer casued a mistake. We then retied to the
Rappanhannock and stationed owrselves mear Brendy Station.
November We stayed bu t a short time at srandy Station, when the lankees made
some demonstration at or mear the Rappanhannock Brl‘glge. Hayes's and
Hoke's Briga.d.es were sent over the river to meet than, but the enemy came upon them
in such overpowering force that the two brigades were mearly destroyed. Some were
Ik:llled, some were drowned and many were captured. <The army then moved south of the
Rapidan River, where we remaimsd quiéély till mear the close of the month, when we
were moved to Germania Iord to meet the lankees orossing there. On the 27th we en=~
gaged them in battle. Lee's cavalry attacked them and drowe them back across the
river.
December 'he month commenced cold, and our men were in a bad way to endure it,
being unprotootéd in line of battle; bdut after a few days the lankees
retired to the north side of the river and we to our former camps, where we had noth-
ing to disturbe our quietitude during the remainder of the month.
A bloody year had just closed; sceneey the bloodiest our country had ever witness~
ed, had transpired during the year. It mms furniahedl the historian with a large store

of material for future history.
16864 Nothing of great interest has transpired during this month. We had plenty

January _
of snow and cold weather, which made our picket duty very hard.
February BEarly in the month our brigade, now under '.lsrid.-t':‘en.l teo. He Steuart,
went on picket duty, but just as we were at;out to relieve the troops
then on picket, the Ia.nkeos orossed the rive and att@hd us. Considerable skirmish-
ing was required befora we could drive them back.
Ve Imve cocpplete/a churchhouse for worship, a.ho a school for the instruotion of

those who cannot read and write, and we are having mome 1ntereat1ng meetings.

'
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March in the first part of this month a oavalry force of lankees orossed the
river and moved in the direction of Kichmomi. <hey were near the city
when they were attacked by our troops and driven back with some 'loas. their objeot
was to take the city, but it failed.

On the 22nd a deep snow fell and we had a sham snowball battle, the ist and 3rd
sorth Carolina Kegiments against the iOth, 23rd and 37th Virginia hegiments. It
was as stubbornly ﬁontestad as any fight. Such sham battles were in progress in
nearly all the Uonfederate winter camps‘. . « (NDUTEs Here follows an in-
teresting personal account of & furlough home, during which the author visited his "
family, felatives and friends, and rested from the hardships of camp and battle-
field. He returned to the regiment about April ibSth. e FPC)

lay 4 vur troops moved from our former picket lines to locust G(rove.

say 6 About 12 o‘ﬁlock our troops (LEwell's corps) engaged the ismkses near

the turnpike above the old W:lldernslau 1avern. We repulsed them with leavy

_1osa in prisoners and took two pieces of artillery. We also lost considersbly. raw,

Gl rayl

Jennings and tackett and several others in tIm icompamyt were wounded.
nay 6 ihere was heavy fighting all along the line today. Uur troops fought be-
hind breastwonks and repuls .ad. the enemy with heavy losses. Uur losses were
not very great, the thes slaughter a;mous the iankees was terribvle. We lost ueneral
Longstreet wounded and orig.-Genl's. Jones and Jenkins both killeds Our vioctory was

complete.
k- '

gy 7 We remained in line of battle nearly all day, but there was little fight-
- ing. ionight the ememy are moving off to our right, extending their lines
in the direction of rredericksburg.
Sunday We moved about twenty miles off in the direction of rredericksburg, with
g our right wing resting near Spot;‘.sylvqnia vourt nouse and our front faoini
Uhancellorsvi'lle. ID\u':lng the night we t:orti_ﬁ'od our positioﬁ. ‘ +his has been & very
lhot and dusty day, and the whple wil-dam;an was on fire, 80 the ﬁr-o. dust, smoke

and the intemse héat of the sun, all adr._i.od to a very hard day's marching, served to
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to make our condition almost unendurable. Many gave completely out, but most of
them came up (Iluring the night.
llay 9 We strengthened our dbreastworks today; there was very little _ﬁghting.
May I0 Our lines were assaulted at many different points, but the attackters
fajled to acoomplish much, save getting their men killed., They did drive
Dole's Georgia brigade back, bdut our brisndé was sent to their relief and we soon
repulsed them an;i réeluta‘bliehod the line. In this roliafl sally Lieut. larkin Junius
Curtis was instantly killed, while leading the company. He was the only officer
left 1:Ia the company. He was & kind and indulgent officer, always at his post of
duty, dilligent and brave in battle. He was a pious Ohristian. Dying on the field
of battle in the bloom of manhood, he lived to witness few of the sorrows of life.
(NOTE: Here Mr. Speinhour is speaking of my father's brother. --FEC.)
May II B;)th lines have remained quiet today. I have been visiting some of the
. tlroops. They boys seem to be gquite lively, in spite of everything.
Fate Hemphill is aslively and full of mischief as ever. There was little tighting.
| May I2 Day had scarcely dawned upon us, when the Yanke ss threw a heavy foroe
against the second brigade, mioh,, after desperate fighting, was com~
pelled to give ways The Yankees rushed upon oﬁr rear and ot the same time put a
terrible mressure on our front. Nearly all our men were oasptured. My brother-in-
law was killed instantly, struck by a ball in the lsad. He could lave been honor-
ably fredd from bat tle by the doctors, bdbut he would not:. Colonel H. A, Brown was
agaln wounded badly, this time in three places. Sergent D. M. Carlton attempted to
make his escape from the enemy, but was mottally wounded and died on Ithe I4th. He
was a brave, noble-hearted, intelligent man and officer. Few nobler men have fall~
en thajy the three who fell in my company on that day. _GonaraJ. Daniels died of a
wound received in the _oonfliot. The fighting was most terrifie, but our troops
finally drove the ¥ankees back with heavy losses.

[

Sunday The remants of the First and Second North Caerolina Regiments were oon~
May 16 " ‘
solidated and placed in gcommand of Brig.-Gen., Ramseur. Three days
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later the enemy attempted to charge our lines, 'but he was 'repulsed by our skirmish
lines in front and artillery fire from the rear. Un the next day wen. Ew'ell took
his corps on a reconnaissance to the left and ran upon the iankees. A shapp fight
ensued, in vhich we lost considerably and captured three pileces of artillery. ihe
troops and tz:aina are moving off down toward rFredericksburg.
liay 23 We left Spottsylvania Court House on Satwrday and on Sunday landed
fo Nay 34 at Hanover Junotion, where we camped. . . Here we remained
ti11 about the first of vune, with very little fighting.
sune I We moved down to a point about nine miles from Kichmond, with our left
resting near the Central Hailroad and our right near Gaines' Mills. On
the 3rd the enemy assualted our works at various points, bdut we rapnlset;;}:.‘:l along
the line with severe %&ﬁﬂ?ﬁl
vune 6 My brothorf\ha.s;f 'bee:; sent back to my company, as the regiment has been
joined to the 2nd worth Carolins. .nthe iankees lmve disappeared from our
front and are moving away to the right. We are now near the aechanicsville Pike.
June 7 woday General umr ston came down and took command of owr two broken reg-
iments, and ordered that the oamp.:.:w sergent of his regiment and myself
should draw lots as to who should act as Commissary Sergent for the two consolidated
regiments. <1he lot fellito ms.
vune i2 Our cor'pa 1s not now in the works. We were ardered off very early this
morning from our camp and marched in a north easterly direction by the
ihree Chop Hoads 1 formed the acquaintance of the Luvall family today,
June i7=22 ‘“oday we landed at Charlosssville, khaving passed thru a country
remarkable rér its senic beauty and pretty women. it was well wat-
wred and ideal for grazing snd farming. At Charlottsville i met again with Dr.
oroadhurst, who treated me with such royal kindness in iB86i, having taken splendid
care of me in his own house at rredericksburg vhile i was fa"y sick. 1 also visited
the university of Virginia, which is a magnificance building, tho there was no

sohool in progress. ihence we marched to morth wander Station, where we boarded
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the train and went to Lynchburg the same night. un the next day, Jumne 10, we
set out in pursuit of munter on the pike leading to Salem. We passed thru wnew Lono~
don and lLiberyy, and camped mear the plue Ridge on the night of the 21, early next
morning orossing the mountain still in pursult of mmter’s troops. uis foute was
literally stremm with dead horses and broken wagonse. Our ocavalry blooked his way
near Salem, but he succeeded in cutting a way thru our horseman, and escaped across
the Allagany iMountains. lln his headlong flight he lost slix pieces of artillery.
June 22 ‘'loday we rested, ooqked rations, washed clothes, eto. =his is the
garden spot of the world so far as 1 have seen!
June 23 . heard with regret of the death of my old friend Capt. Jacob J{ayu. He
belonged to the 659th Lenmessee Cavalryl, and was kbélled at Piedmont (%),
Virginia. He was a brilliant student, a fine orator, &and a gentlemen in every -
. sense of the work. . « We moved today in the d.:lroa‘tion of buttotott (?)
Springs.
June 25 We paseed Ithru Lexington today, where we vieited the grave of Ueneral
Jackson. ‘he flag sent from England was floating over his grave. <the
dou.ntry in thil. section is partioularly wonderful. . visited the ruins of the Mili-
tary institute at this place, which was destrédyed dy the iankees.
" June 27 Wo landed at Staunton today and camped there téll iluesday, when we be-
gan moving off down the Valley in the direction of the Potomac. We
moved down the road leading by Cross xeys. ‘‘here were many interesting scenes for us
as we marched down the beautiful Valley. uthe fields were loa&od with luxurant crops
of wheat, which wers owned by a people marked for their lihefmlity. We passed thru
many nice little towns, the prinoij:al ones of which were Mt. Jackson, ' Strausburg
and Winol.wster.
July On the fourth of July, we landed at Harpers Ferry, drove the iankees out
and took their fortifications. Earlly_then left them and moved his principal
forces aoross the Potomac at Shepherdstown. He made as if to descend upon the rear

of the enemy at Harpers Farry, then moved swiftly in the directiond of Frederiok-
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town, in Maryland, where on Saturday, July 9, our troops under General Gordon
had a sharp encounter with a portion of Lew Wallace's corps and whipped them sound=-
ly. Yhey retreated in bad order on the paltimore Road, and we marched rapidly all
day toward Washington. <Lhat night we camped within about twenty miles of the Capital
City. &ext day we passed thru Rockville and reached the outer brsastworim about 2
o'clock in the afternoon. Immedlately we commenced skirmishing with the enemy on
" the outskirts of the city.

July lhe troops remained in line of battle near the bmstwoi'ks surrounding the

ocity and skirmished with the enemy nearly all day. A.i:out dark the fight-

;lng and firing was exceedingly heavy, and soon after dark General Early bem‘ with=
drawing the army, without having made an attempt to take the city. We marched
nearly all night on the retreat, moving backward over the Rollville Ferry Road, and
crossed the Potomac within about seven miles of leesburg. OUn the 15th we rested at
the big Spring near Leesburg and on the next day crossed the mountain at Snicker's
Gaps Just before we orossed the mountaln the lankse cavalry ran into our traln and
carried off a few wagons. On the 17th we orossed the Shenandoah at Snicker's Ferry
and made our camp below a short distance. About 3 o'clock on the aftermoon of the
18th our forces encountered the Iankees crossing the river at énickor‘s Ferry and
& hot fight ooccured between our division and the iankee troﬁpn. We lost two colonels
from our brigade -- Col. Stallings of the Second and Cql. Wood of the Fouwrth worth
Carolina Reéimenta. On the 19th 1 received orders to act as dbrigade commissary ser-
gent, Un the 20th we moved to newton. Ramseur's division was badly out up today,
having suffered a surprise attack of the iankees. ‘'hen we moved from mewton down to
Fisher H4ill, near Strausburg, where we remained till the 24th. We broke camp, met
the Ilankees at Kermstown, routed them and drove them helter-skelter beyond ounker's
‘11111, causing them to burn about 75 of their mgona-tb accelerate their flight. We
then moved to lMar tinsburg and encamped.

Lusuntr On Auéuat. Ist we crossed over to Williamsport and secured the stares there.

We returned to sunker's Hill and made camp, where we remained a few days.
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Retracing our steps, we marched back to Williamsport and six miles beyond on the
Boonesboro Road, stayed there one night, and reorossed the r iver ngxt day a.nd
returned to Bunker Hill. The Yankees retreated before us constamntly, burning/
wheat, barnes, houses and other property. Our troops moved out toward Wythfield,
where they engaged the enemy in skirmish fighting marly all day, driving him toward
Harper's Ferry. Retiring to Martinsburg, we went into ocamp.

September Since th_ﬁ 30th ultimo nothing has happened of interest. We moved to

Berryville to reenforce Anderson, but there mas no fighting. .«

A few days ago 1 reoé:lved a iettar from my little sister llary saying she had become |
a Christian and unitdd with the Baptist Chnxroch. I hope she is now prepared to re-
alize Eternity when called for. VWhat a blessing it is to be mrepared to mset God
in early youth! O that I had spent my early days in His s,er‘rioal Mary is only about
I3 years o0ld, bdut she is a bright, intelligent girl and has womanly ways even now.

Thi;s morning we were ordered to Winchester, amd soon after our arrival there our
division engaged the Yankees hotly. ZEarly in the day brave Generals Rhodes and Good~-
win were killed. The battled raged furiously. Ve fought our battle with a fair
measure 0f success until late in the afternoon, when the Yanime cavalry charged our
flanks, broke our lines, and created a camplete stampede. The utmost oontusionjf
prevailed among our troops, and every ma.n geemed t0 be using his legs to i;he best
personal advantage! Those of us who had fortwmately escaped, fell back to Fisher's
Hill near Strausburg, where we had formerly ttltrnwn up breastworks. Here we prepared
| to make a Ja.st gtand.
The Yankees followed use On the evening of the 22, they began making demonstrat-.
" ions in our front. Again our flanks protected by oui- cavalry were charged and turn-
ed. Soon the enemy in overpowering force was upon owr -rear, and another utter
stampede ‘similar to the one oreateg on the I9th ensued. But with complete victory '
‘in their hands, the enemy pammed to plunder our camps. We managed to escape again,
with oon;;iderable 1ou.l of 'a_ouru. but 1f_tha enemy Ihad pushed home th§1r chance

they could doubtless have utterly ruined us. A4ltho we had been seriously damaged
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in two successive encounters, the Uld Army of the Valley rallied and prepared to
face new battlegrounds.

Un Sept. 24th we left our line of battle at Mount Jackson and retreated thru sew
Mari:at in the direction of Harrisbmbgrg, but turned off our course and went into
orown's uap, in the slue Kidge mountain, mnear FPort Repul;lio: Six days later, we
recrossed the river above Port hepublic and pitched camp near Wier's Cave. ihat night
large orowds of our division went into the Cave sightseeing. We went in to a depth
of a half-mile., zhe Vave contained several fine rooms, beautifully adorned with
tags (?) formed by drips from the ceiling., (NOLEs I presume ur. Speimhour means the
stalacites usually to be found sﬁspondad from the roofs of caves. =-¥PC.) "ihe
Washington Hall"™, "pall Koom", "ladiea' Dressing Hoom", and "the Vrum {(?) Room"

.were particularly fine. We had tv}0 good-'brasa"band‘s yiﬁh us and enjoyed some' excellent
music. (NOLE: .The cave referred to here is "We\ggg;; Cave, & large stalactitic cav-
ern in Augusta County, Va., opening into a w-estern_apur of the olue Kidge, 1l piles
northeast of Staunton. it ranks next in importance to the wammoth and the Wyah&otte
Caves and contains several chambers o.:l.' which the ‘lnrast is Vaghington's Hgll, 2560
feet long and 90 feet high." =~ Vole. XXX111, Ip. 569, -2.nd. Ed. iew Interisat'l Enoy.
mmeKPCs ) ‘ ol |

o N o« <he following uonday we moved up the river to Waymesboro and camped noar
the Richmond~-Staunton Hailroad.

October - We moved down to siount Sidney I_a.nd camped there a day or two. About the

7th we landed at wew karket, but the Yankees had gone on, having left
nothing for the farmers save their land and a fow dwellings. Scarcely a barn or mill
was left and the amount of wheat and other grain which they had destroyed and carried
off was beyond calculation. After remaining there for a few days, we moved oﬁ down
the valley to ¥isher's uill, where we encamped about the i6th. On the night of the
18th, General uordom, of ueorgia, took three divisions of our troops, orossed the
Shenandoah above Strausburg, passed around the end of the masinut (?) smowmtain, and

Just before daybreak crossed the river again in the rear of the iankees. At daybreak
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he fedl suddenly upon their rear and flanks, oompletely surprising them,and cap-
tured many prisoners, amms, eto. and routed ti:em from thetr Uedar Ureek nill
camp, well beyond wewton. if Ueneral uordon had not permittéd his e:.cultant sold-
iers -.to stop and plunder the iankee cmmps, u.the enemy had done ourson a similar
occasion, hé might have pursued the beaten enemy and oompleta'ttamralized him. out
late in the day, he returned and the fortune of war was reversed. We were caught
napping, &and in spite of the heroic resistance of ow troops, we were drive;x from
the fiddd in great disorder. We retreated in the direction of wew Market. During
this engagement Ueneral Hamseur, & brave little officer, was killed in fhe thick
of the fight. sut in my opinion General Jv. 5. wordon carried away tﬁe laurel of |
the day. We remained in camp at mew market several days raotiné. etc.

november We are still in the vecinlty of wew Market. Little of interest has

happendddduring the month. We made another trip to mewton, but

h‘ad no fighting except with cavalry. uihe remainderrofthe month passed quietly.
We gathered up some wheat from the country. 1 formed meny acquaintances.

vecember We remained quietly in camp until the 10th. A deep snow fell, catch~

ing us in rather a bad condition, being without quarters. On the

moruning of the i14th, we moved in the direction of Stammton. <he roads were in
desperate condition. We reached Staunton on the evening of the next day, got aboard
the train and arrived at Hickmond next morning at about 8 o'nlogk. vwhere we remalined
until evening, them went down to Swift hun, _haar Petersburg. There we made our
capp and built winterquarters. With the exception of an occasional call from camp
to pioke; line, we were inactive during the rest of the month. <he month glosed with
& rﬁy of hope for the future, and i trust the ensueing year will dbring good tidings
of great joy to the Southland.

'{865 1ho the new iear has just dawned upén us in 1nfano-y,' yet we are prone

January —
to speculate upon its’'future histary, whether. its garments are to be
stained with hdood or whether it is to bring our deliverance. .ihese are problems

that cannot be easily aolvod.\
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Un January 3rd, we received a Christmas dinner from the loyal people of Kich-
mond, Pefarsburg and the surrounding country, <for which we were very grateful.
+he remainder of the month passed without much of interest.
rebruary. <his month also has passed away without much of interest. wuow and
then we were called to serve our time on picket duty.
karch kEarly in the month, our brigade was separated from the division and
placed on a line to the left of.Patersburg-. later we were moved down
on the Pinunsular, between Appomattax (Hiver) and Swift Kun. Again, on about
the 3ist, we moved to a position at the West end of malifax Street, near sutter=
worth oridge.
April 1 hothing much of interest occured today, with the exception of a heavy
cannonading which commenced today about i0 P, u. and continued thruout
the night. it seems that soms thing important is about to'ocour.
April 2 As day dawned, fighting becams general and continued to increase in
fury all along the line., ~rinally our limee were broken in front of
Petersburg and soon the lines on the right of the city were broken asunder and takem.
About 2 P. H. the iankees succedded in reaching the South 8ide Bailroadii; This move-
ment struck great fear into the heart of the people. it was not long then before
the large tobacco warehouses began to smoke and great tongues of flame licked the
| sky from different part in the oity. 4ihe enmemy had at last entered the Southern
vapitol, and ueneral lLee was now certain the noble 0ld bulwark would have to be evac-
uated. whe following scene was one which i shall never forget, on account of its
ineffable sadness. woeautiful and proud ladies weéping. some for thelr sons, some
for their husbands and many, many for th§ dear homes which they knew must soon fall
into the hands of the enemy. CUrowds o‘f cltizens could be ses hurrying from the
place most dear of all to them. i0 see those lovely ladies weeping as if their hearts
would break was too much for even hard-hearted soldiers to endure. It was a calamity

i

which brought tears and sadness to all of us. About dark our government, all of

it which could be transported, our stares, arms, ammunition, etc. commenced moving
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and proceeded slowly toward the north bank of the Appamattax kiver.
zhis day has cost us the life of many a bfavo, noble and able man. Among the
number is Lieut-Gen. A. P. nill, who was killed to the right or west of Petersburg.
April 3 We continued our retreat all day, moving in the direction of Amelia U
Court douse, which place we reached late on iuesday evening, tired
and worn, having travo;ad without sleep and very little to eat since we left Peters-
burg.
Lplril 6 Uur trains began moving quite early this morning, and they had not pro=-
ceeded far when the iankee cavalry charged in among it and burned about
one mile of wagons.
April 6 4+his morning the iankees made a desperate effort to capture our trainms,
but they did not succeed. ihey were driveg back by our artillery fire,
but late in the evening they pressed very heavily upon our rear and we had to aban~
don many wagons. We moved to nigh iridge, mnear rarmville, thru which we .psssd
about midnight, where the iankees again pressed us very heavily and we were forced
to destroy a large portion of owr train in ur.der to facilitate owr movement. late
in the same evening the enemy cavalry made another despprate attempt to completely
destroy our aupﬁlies. but fhs final heroic resistance of our troops once again
caused their failure. un the retreat we lad to pass thru a very difficult swamp and
this detained us considerably. vn Saturday we mroceeded without molestation and
marched within about four miles of Appomattax Court House, where we stappedd and
got some much-needed rests _-
PHE SURRENDER
April 9 Long before daybreak our troops 'négan moving in the direction of the
Courthouse, and then severe fighting oqmenoad. wordon's copps in
front attacked the enemy in front and drove him about a mile beyond the Uourt House,
but on account of the lack of support on our flanks, the heavy colums of the enemy

swung around upon our flanks and forced our corps back to the Court House. <The
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enemy during this manouver was continually moving heavy bodies of troops to our
.flanks, which, with th.e messure of his heavy masses o:t: soldiers upon owr rear,
rendered f i, h .'_;’Cp. the condition of our entire army exceedingly critical. Aware

of our hopeleés condition and desiring to escape further bloodshed, Gemr#l lee,

at about 11 O'clock, on the 9th day of April (1866), surrendered the incomparable
Army of Northern Virginia to General u. B. Grant, and thereafter all fighting
ceaseds 1t was indeed a trying and unutterably sad time for all of us, unaccustom-
ed to shedding tears a.i.s we were, but the ‘very idea of giving up the hope of owr
Country and our Cause filled us with emotion that must find outlet in tears. It «
It seemed more than we could bear to have sacrifised so much loyal blood and then
to have to surrender all and find ourselves in worse oondition than when we set out
gai¥y from home! . . .

We spent. the remaideder of the day near the place of surrender. <lhe gallant
General James B. wordon delivered to his copps as fine an addre ss as 1 lave ever
heard, in which he adviss his soldiers tor put aside all feelings of hatred and
¥:oudl{ enmity and go back to their homes and help build back the beautiful Southlsnd.

Monday and ‘uesday, the IOth and ilth, we spend in end sbout the camps. The

ianke 8 were ever constantly amongst us and permitted us to do as we pleased.

THE WAR IS OVER
April 12~ On the morning of the 12th, three days after the surrender of ueneral
= Lee, we marched in front of the iankees and staked ow ams, and as
soon as we were paroled, we atarted for home, ;aoh man or each company of men tak=
ing their reapecti;ve courses. 4 part of my company and myself went home by way of
Camel Court House and Osler (?) oridge, orossing the Staunton (Mountain?) at “foless
(?) Ferry.. (NOTEs 1t has been very difficult in many places thruout:. the diary of
Mr, Spainhour to make out the names of men and places. Some words have been badly
written, others have been faded by time. I have therefore placed after them the

question mark (?) to denote doubt. —F¥PC} From roless Ferry, we mrogeeded thru
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portions of Pittsylvania, Henry and Patrick Counties of Virginias and thence into
Surry County, North Carolina, passing near the Pilot mountain and crossing the
1adkin River at Rockford. L. stopped near there to see Sexton Jomes, an 8ld school-
mate of mine, with wvhom I ochatted for a few hours. ''hen I proceeded to home of krs.
Jenning,: r¢. ‘o eight miles further on toward Jonesville, whose two sons had served
- homorably thruout the war in my company (8, Ist N. C. State Yroops). I enjoyed |
my visit there very much, Mollie (lrs. Janni.ysal ha;ing been an 0ld schoolmate
of mine. On Sa.t‘l;rday 1 went Ito Wilksboro, &and spent Sunday, the 23rd, at Mr.
Hezikiah Curtis‘'s. dext day .1 wemt Ato Lenoir and on the 25th I landed at home and
found all well.

1lhe remainder of the month of April, and the months of Mgy and June 1 sppnt it
home, with the exception of & trip to Wilkesboro to a celebration on May 27th, which

was just four y\eara from the day we left there to go to war.
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