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CECIL ROSE'S MATEWAN CONNECTION 

. My grandfather, George McGuire, born 1864, was con-
- -~ceived out of wedlock. 

Many times he has told me that his father; my great 
grandfather, • was Rees Chambers, Sr. 

Rees Chambers, Sr. had two sons named Rees, Jr. and 
Hens Chambers. (Hens was short for Henderson) 
i This Rees Chambers at Matewan, West Virginia in the 

1

1920's could have been Rees Chambers Jr., although Rees, 
Jr. and Hens were never mentioned in the West Virginia 
icoal wars, as far as I know. 

My grandfather, George McGuire, with Rees, Jr. and 
Hens Chambers ( his half brothers) left Tazewell County 
before 1900. However, my grandfather, George M2Guire, 
cambe back in 1904. My mother was born at Meri□ac in 1899. 

Years ago, my uncle told me that Hens shot a man off 
a horse here in-Tazewell and as a result headed out to 
Washington state. 

Legend has it that my grandfather shot 3 men in 
Kentucky just across the river from We$t Virginia. 

When he decided to journey back to Virginia he walked! 
My grandmother was on the train and she saig they searched 
the train for him. 

67G 
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- ·'-·. -·--cEDAR BLUFF TO I AGER - W. VA. - RAILROAD 
. ' 

, -Around 1. 910, construction of the railroad from Cedar 

rluff to lager, W. Va. was in full swing, employing hun-
-~ reds of colored men~ · · · 

About this time, one of the black men killed a white man 
~t Bandy. A group of men went to see Sq. Beavers to see 
fha t could be done about what happened. 
: Sq. orders George McGuire and Mose Nelson to dep-
utize all the men that they needed and to run all the colored 
men out of the county. 

Nelson and McGuire gathered up about 50 men together. 
Xhey would shoot up in the air and among the workers, 
until they started to slowly move toward the W. Va. line, 
but by this time the railroad officials saw what was 
happening. So the men went back to Sq. Beavers, so : could 
change the order. 

The railroad officials promised to keep the colored on 
railroad property at all times. -So this ended the afair. 
! 
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; . ----- - BANDY - COAL- MINING ---- --- -- ---

: - --- · - I------My grandfather was born i.n -1864. - - He- mined coal -at 
Bandy, Va. a.round the turn of the century for so much !3-

- ~ ushell. - - He -was seen entering the mines wearing a straw 
"l hat and carrying a lantern in 1895. 

- •--- - - - - -Profile of a ·1890 -coal -miner: - He would -enter ·the -

l 

mines before day break and get out after dark. Sunday waste 
' the only -day that he -could see his family in the day light 
,hours. The coal company house that he lived in had only 3 
'. rooms. The kids had to share one bedroom no matter how· 
;many there was, They bathed in the kitchen in a galco, 
!Wash tub. 
i The official did everything by contract,if the coal 
!miner did not load any coal, they seen to it that they were 
1not out any money. No matter how good a worker he was, 
;the coal mine officials viewed him on about the same level 
las one of their good bank mules. I was working at a w.va. 
;mine in the 1930's, when we got a man killed on the tipel, 
the Supervisor kept calling to get the tiple going. They 

!informed him that someone had gotten killed, and all he said 
~ as to start the tipel up, that he could hire another man, 
1and if we cannot hire one we will buy one. 

After the Union came in; at one of the mines in W. Va. 
they chiseled from 500 to 700 lbs. of lead out of the bottom 
£ the scales. 

·k· Back then, boys from the ages of 01 10 to 12 years old 
ould go in the mines to help their dads. They were never 
isted on the company payroll. 

- Ii The following is a list of things the miner had to pay 
~or in order to work: 

· - I' 

f ·:; 

auger check tags 
breast plate caps, fuses, squibs 

--1amp tamping pole 
powder shovel, ax, saw, & pick 
powder sack cabbide 

r , ' ( i .1 J I paper clay sometimes the Co. 
- -~ slate bar ~furnished the clay) 

I Taking a bath in the no. 3 washtub was an ordeal. 
· ihe houses were so cold, we would have a big fire in a pot 

1ellied stove in the middle room, and also a big fire in the 
ook stove in the kitchen. It would take about three hours 
o get bathed, eat supper, and get in bed .. 

j . 
I 
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--· ·- -----· ·-rooTH PULLER 

- -- --1-· - 7:n ·1375 ;- my grandfather was, 11 years old. He tells --

(
,,.- ---.,,,.:, ~' a story about the tooth puller. They didn't call them dentist•: 

-- - -=_-·- .. 
1

-back then, - the ·only qualification one had to become · a tooth 
· puller was to be able to get the tools. 

- I 

·• 

I 

--·-My grandfather used to watch Harve ·Beavers' Dad pull 
teeth. This was always done at the wood shed. The chair 
used would be a sttaight back chair and the patient would 

I 
drink a pint of moonshine just before he was to have his 
tooth pulled .. He said you never knew what was going to 

. happen. The patient might kick, fight, jump head first in the 

1 
river, or knock the tooth puller ~n the head. 

, Sometimes their screams coumd be heard as far as a mile 
I 

· away.One instance he recalls: The patient gets out of the 
chair and hits the dentist (tooth puller) in the nose, after 

I the dentist cleans himself up, they finally talk the 
fellow into getting hack in the chair, the dentist gets hold 
of the tooth, but the patient comes back out of the chair once 
more. But this time it was different, three of the wood cutters 

. grabbed him, pressed him to the ground, and the dentist 
finishes the job with the patient flat on his back. 

.: 

-- -



\ I - A Sunday Christian (better than no christian atall) was 

one that wouldn't steal airy thing on the Sabbath, but would 

whup his woeman or his sunninlaw to make them tote it home. 

Deputy Sheriff's were Gun Thugs in all of the mountain dialects 

no exceptions except for blood cuzzins. Corn whiskey was 

good fer anything that ails men, but plum debilitating fer 

females. Chillern wur a dead aspense atter harvest. Poar 

relations were furtal grounds fer a divorcement frum a woeman. 

Democrats wur liars who didn't talk out both sides of thar 

mouths, thar mouths went all the way round, as per Congressman 

Robsione of Barbersville, and Ben Golden. A moonshiner was just 

a bankruptured farmer whose land had plum give out or one whose 

woman had et the seed corn. Stalk was cattle in the broader 

'l._ term. A fattning hog was anyone, not a relative, on government 

' I 

I 

payroll A fat cat was expected to have kitties. Old wives 

tales were secrets they told on their former mates. A preacher 

was a guy with ever fear on the green airth ceptin stage fright. 

A helping hand was a bloke what runned orff with a fellers best 

wife. Health happiness and persoot of jestice was chasing the 

Sheriff away from a lynching. Lynching was stictly fer 

furriners. A furriner was a guy from another county. A county 

seat was them smelly toilets in the cote house. A sheet house 

was where the Ku Klux kept their sheets. Harmony was that stuff 

made by soaking old 

that new doxie in the 

hernia, or 

Wallet 

corn in 

old hogan. 

a 

8 

new Red Devil Lye. Pig meat was 

A bankrupture was a financial 

pecueairy bustout. 

A Flat Wallet. 



Hogmeat was thuteen cent a pound A fat stomach was on a 

pussle gutted body unles onless 'twas a girl, in which case she 

wan in the family-way. A stir-off was a lassis making. 

Everybiedy halfsoled their coffee. A big politician was the 

gent who captured the Polk Warden's position. He made folks tie 

their dogs during poke salat season. A sojur was a member of the 

armed forces. A widder woeman was a dame without a mate, a 

grasswidder was without scruples. Cawn bred came in three 

styles: Top crust, bottom crust, and crumb. Cawn pone came 

three times a day. Ash cake took two hours to bake, and three 

hours to remove the ashes. Peckerwood steel were squared 

scantlings for small tram cars to roll out the coal on. Chech 

or meeting, was a gathering at the house of God. 

hard to find. 

Wallet 9 

A footlog was 

~/~fl 
I fr-6)7 

/90 r 

A Flat Wallet. 



December 7-another reason for ~nfamy 
. . 

To the Editor: 
We may have addi­

tional rea.son to 
characterize December 
7 as a day that will live 
in infamy. 

The .week of Dec. 7, 
1987 Mikhail Gorbachev 
injoyed the hospitality 
of the President and 
signed an arms reduc­
tion treaty. 

. No doubt-routinely 
as ever th e Kremlin ,~im 
send orders to its com­
munist insurgents in 
Afghanistan, South 
American, Africa, and 
the Middle East to mur­
der. to intimidate, and 
to jail: as the President 
and Mr. Gorbachev sign 
their treaty, in the back 

of Gorbachev's mind 
there surely must be a 
realization of. the fact 
that the communists 
have enough atomic 
submarines on the east 
and west coast of the 
United States to do us 
in. 

When it comes to keep­
ing agreements the com­
munists have a poor 
track record . 

Wliether it's Ho Chi 
Min, Lenin, Stalin, 

, Chairman-Mao or 
Gorbachev. 

Its quiet obvious they 
are of the same char­
acter. They come from 
the same mold. 

It is a well document­
ed fact that Stalin sent 

20 million people to 
Siberian exile and 
death in the 1930s. 

With such a trail of 
death behind him, it 
may have,been easy for 
Stalin to kill 4,143 
young Polish officers, 
all shot in the back of 
the neck with a pistol. 
On April 13, 1943 the 
bodies were found at 
Katyn Forst-12 deep. 
·· To.day the Krerii1in 

has a .plan of terror that 
would dwarf , anything 
that Stalin could have 
dreamed up. 

For the past 40 years 
the communists have 
advocated and support­
ed a world-wide plan of 
terrorism from the floor 

of the United Nations. 
Harry S. Truman 

lived to see the Kremlln 
break all of the WW II 
agreements. 

Whether it's a snipers 
bullet across the DMZ. 
the downing of a Korean 
passenger jet, a simple 
hand shake on the Ellbe 
River, or a treaty signed 
by Mikhail Gorbachev, 
these culprits all share 
the same philosophy. 

Richard Nixon put it 
quiet bluntly when he 
said these people, some­
how have a tendency 
to believe their own lies. 

Sincerely. 
Cecil Rose 

Cedar Bluff. VA 





A PROFESSIONAL COWBOY OF TAZEWELL COUNTY 
BY: CECIL ROSE 

On another side of my family, my great uncle, William 
Vandyke,iwas a professional co~b6y. He would help bring big 
herds of cattle all the way out of Kentucky into Tazewell County, 
Virginia. 

The cattle would be bedded down in a small town known as 
"Cow Town" at that time. Cow Town was one mile east of Grundy 
and today is known as Royal City. 

Usually these cattle, after reaching Tazewell County, 
were kept on grazing farms anywhere from 12 or 16 months before 
shipping them to their final destination. 

These cattle were characteristic of the Texas long horn. 
We call them Buchanan scrubs. 
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'.: If onlyMr. Reaiga.n 
:'.had used the anti-trust 
Jaws . he could have · 

: .stopped all these mer­
::gers and monopolistic 
::~akeovers and buyouts 
•:of U.S. industries which 
::brought on Black Mon­
:day, October 19, 1987. 
: For the last seven 
yea.rs the stock market 
people have operated on 
a level equal to that of 
Ali-Baba and the Forty 
Thieves. Adding to the 

~ catastrophe, Mr. Rea-
~ , gan borrows one billion 

· dollars per day to run 

l 
~ the U.S. government. 

_1 fl Our country Just could 
, ~ not stand another de-
\) 1 \ pression equal to that 

l J 1 of the 1930's. We would 
h have a blood bath. 
J Madison Avenue has 

~ ~ done a unique job cover-
t-,..._ ..._ ing Mr. Reagan's trail. 

t- It will be interesting to 

\ 
'v) listen to their propa-

~ gandanow. 
--1 As of late, Mr. Reagan 

~ 
-.J has be.en concerned 
~ about his place in his­s tory on Black Monday. 

:':) October 19, 1987. He 
:"! qui~tly slipped in bed 

with Herbert Hoover. 
His place in history is 
secure. 

Among American 
Presidents his record is 
unequalled; he has seen 
the free enterprise sys­
tem go down the tube as 
far as the small busi­
nessman is concerned. 
He saw the federal gov­
ernment go broke. He 
also saw the stock mar­
ket CRASH. He has seen 
hundreds of banks limp 
into merger s . It's im­
possible to number the 
bankruptcy· of farms in 
the last seven years. 

Mr. Reagan has stood 
by ·and done nothing 
while the so called Wall 
Street wrecking crew 
has brought the econ­
omy of the world to its 
knees. 

On the contrary, Mr. 
Reagan could have been 
one of the tl,est presi­
dents in the. history of 
the United S tates if he 
had only knew J:iow to 
use the anti-trust laws 
and put a stop to these 
culprits. 

Wouldn't it stagger 
even the great minds of , 

it 
~ ~ We may have addi-

of Gorbachev's mind 

~ tional reason to 
~ characterize December 

n ~ 

' there surely must be a 
realization of the fact 
that the communists 
have enough atomic 
submarines on the east 
and west coast of the 
United States to do us 

, ., _ 7 as a day that will live 
>-- in infamy. i lL The week of Dec. 7, 

~ 1987 Mikhail Gorbachev 

J 
V) injoyed the hospitality 
"<:t: of the President and 
:--\- signed an arms reduc-

1 r '...&.... N tion treaty. 
' No doubt-routinely 

... \ ~ as ever the Kremlin will 
1 ¥ send orders to its com­
~ . , munist insurgents in 
t'> ~ Afghanistan, South 

American. Africa, . and 
the Middle East to mur­
der, to intimidate, and 
to jail; as the President 
and Mr. Gorbachev sign 
their treaty, in the back 

in. 
When it comes to keep­

ing agreements the com­
munists have a poor 
track record. 

Whether it's Ho Chi 
Min, Lenin, Stalin. 
Chairman~Mao or 
Gorbachev. 

Its quiet obvious they 
are of the same char­
acter. They come from 
the same mold. 

It is a well document­
ed fact that Stalin sent 

crc.T 
the world if they found 
out that our large feder­
al deficit was a com­
modity that was inten­
tionaly engineered to 
bring congress to a 
point where they would 
have no other alierna­
tive than to kill all the 
socia;l programs. 

And likewise, Black 
Monday was some how 
intentionally engineer­
ed through computer 
programming to further 
the job. 

stated. Really congress 
with the help of the 
lobbyists are the real 
culprits. · 

It's quite possible a 
world wide depression 
on the level of the 1930's 
would see half of the 
world's population 
starve to death. It's im­
possible for the mind to 
comprehend such a 
catastrophe, the tur­
moil, the chaos, not to 
mention the vandalism. 

After Black Monday. 
Here is an example of 

wha:t, has been going on 
in the last seven years. 
We have · one hospital 
chain, one railroad, one 
telephone company, one 
electric company. The 
oil cqmpany's have 
bought out ALL of the 
coal company's and also 
the atomic fuel outlets 

• to ask one to vote Re­
publican would be like 
asking a frying chicken 
to vote for Col. Sanders. 

too. 
These culprits have 

dominated the market , 
until it is impossible for 
the small business­
man to operate a small 
grocery store or a small 
gas station. Reagan can 
share his part of the 
blame for what I've just 

20 million people to 
Siberian exile and 
'death in•the 1930s. 

With such a trail of 
death behind him, it 
may have been easy for 
Stalin to kill 4,143 
young Polish officers, 
all shot in the back of 
the neck with a pistol. 
On April 13, 1943 the 
bodies were found at 
Katyn Forst-12 deep. 

Today the Kremlin 
has a plan of terror that 
would dwarf anything 
that Stalin could have 
dreamed up. 

For the past 40 years 
the communists have 
advocated and support­
ed a world-wide plan of 
terrorism from the floor 

So mcuh of this is 
characteristic of the 
Republican Party. Le­
gend has it that in 1929 
Herbert Hoover made a 
speech under a chestnut 
tree in Big Stone, Vir­
ginia. By sundown 
every chestnut tree east 
of the Mississippi River 
was dead. 

Let Pa.ul Ha.very tell 
the rest of the story. 
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.1. United Nations. 1· \1 
Harry S. Truman ~ 

lived to see the Kremlin <Q 
break all of the WW II '-Y ' 
agreements. , ""-.l 

Whether it's a snipers ~ ::_ J 
bullet across the DMZ, :::P 
the downing of a Korean i ~ .-..... 
passenger jet, a simple . _,) 

1 
· 

hand shake on the Ellbe 
River. or a treaty signed 
by Mikhail Gorbachev, J 
these culprits all share J ~ 
the same philosophy. d x...,.. 

Richard Nixon put it "-
quiet bluntly when he ~ ~ 
said these people, some- ~ 1_ 
how have a tendency --:::.. 
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THE ASSOCIATION - - . 

. _One event that stands ~ut-in my mind b~ck the~ 
as the annual community affair known as the ''Association." 

.. This __ would ~take _place on .a 50 to 10 acre plot 
· -pf land, courtesy of the land owners. This was a place 

.. t7here _people would come to trade horses, and you could 
also buy about anything you were looking for. This was 
~ flea market, stock market, trading post, and a county 
fair all in one. 
i Food was no problem, they would bring jt in buckets, 
paskets, or covered wagon. Most of the time they would 
parbecue on the spot: a pig, lamb, or a calf. The house 
~raders would get drunk and ~constantly ride their steeds 
~s to attract the attention of other traders. As they 
l-JOUld pass each other you could hear them say, "How do you 
~wap?" 
/ The people who attended this affair would square 
tlance, sing", and pick the bango, and drink their liquor, 
~ut no one would get unra.ley. 
j This Bonanza would last for two weeks, approxi-
mately. Some would sleep in their covered wagons, others would 
oust make their bed in the hay stacks. There was always 
plenty of hay, courtesy of the local farmers. 
i The reason for the association was to horse trade, 
~ometimes there would be as many as 100 horses at these 
~atherings. In this many horses there would be 15 or 20 
~ares in heat at all times. Under the barn shed where they 
kept the stud horses, they also got the mares bred. 
i It was good economics for the people that owned 
the horses. But the traders who were drunk and the ado­
~escen~ boys ~ooked on this with some amusement, it was 
~inda like a dirty xx. 
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OLD HARD SHELL BAPTIST ---4. 'i )\ '{ /J -; ~;- __ x : 
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I _ Now, off in a remote obscure corner of the plot, the 
._l~reachers would cut brush and make what was known as a Brush 

~arbor. These preachers would come far ~nd wide, and preach 
~ay and night for the full length of the affair, no matter 
ihow much VICE and mischief went on among the horse trades. 
!~he horse traders had the utmost respect for the religious 
!people. They Kextended invitations to the preachers to come 
,pown for food. 
1 No matter how drunk they got, they would all take their 
;hats of f when at the service. This crowd would constantly 

-~~ve from the trading post .to the religious service . 
. ~ Bro. Scheffy has preached at many Brush Harbors, here 
1 n Southwest, Va. The las~t Association that I know of was 
]in the early 1920 1 s. Most people would only stay around 
:for about three days but new ones would always show up. 
[ B) this time the mud and manure was everywhere. The 
!stench was almost unbearable. The one's that stayed the full 
two weeks and slept in the hay, were t~uly~a seedy looking 
~uoch. 

.'
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7 BY: CECIL ROSE 

DON CHAFFIN 
SHERIFF OF LOGAN COUNTYj Wl VAl 

The saga of Sheriff Don Chaffin of Logan County from 1913 
to the late 1920's was phenomenal: unprececedented in United 
States history. 
A note f~om history says that he had from 300 to 450 deputies 
on duty at all times. Re maintained the right to appoint the 
so-called ten badge constable'any time he wanted to. 
No doubt, under his orders, the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad 
order the Huntington shops to prepare an armoured train as near 
bullet proof AS POSSIBLEl It consisted of a locomotive, 
baggage car, day coach - all protected by steel plates. 
The railroad permitted the mine guards to equip it with the 
i nstruements of death. 
A machine gun projected from each sipe door of the baggage 
car and a number of highpowered rifles and an ample supply of 
ammunition was kept in the day coach. 
This same train moved into the tent village of the strikers 
at Holly Grove, which was strung out along bot:h sides of the 
tracks. The machine gun began spitti~g fire and death while 
the mine guards opened fire with high power rifles from the 
car windows. 1 

Sleeping miners and their families awoke in the"middle of the 
night to hear bullets ripping through their tents and shacks. 
Screaming women and children fled into the night clad~only 
in their scanty night clothes. A baby was born at McCarr ·with 
mattresses piled high around the bed as a protection against 
bullets. Someone was asked,'Do you deem it a civilized method 
to use a machine gun on helpless women and children? (Note 
from History). The writer states as he rode the train back 
to the state capitol. Over and over again I ask myself,"Can 
this be America?' 
Chaffin's hinchrnen would meet every passenger train coming in. 
He would quest.ion everyone tha~ got off the trairi and if he did 
not talk just right, he would either be beaten up, run out of 
town or killed: whatever it took to keep the Union out. 
Sherif,£ Chaffin also ruled the preachers and school teachers. 
If they opposed his philosophy. he would and did, cut the money 
off and soon they would be on : their way. 
It was secretely reported that the judge and district attorney 
were helpless, even though they had full knowledge that if they 
opposed the "CZAR", they, too, would be killed. 
Chaffin was born in 1887 and fr.om 1913 to the late 1920'~ he 
was the High Sheriff and also hQld other government posit~ons. 
(Logan County, West Virginia) 
It was reported that Chaffin received a royalty on every ton 
of · coal that was sold in order to pay his mine guards. 

(continued on page 2) · 
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Note: from Speaking of Don Chaffin, page 102, it states that 
every type of crime is charged to him and his deputies. 
He was King; backed by the coal operators. It is Don Chaffin 
that can be blamed for this latest blot in West Virginia hist­
ory and who struck terror in the hearts of the people. 
The late _1920's saw the passing of the "CZAR." After being 
shot, he was sentenced to prison for two years; fined $10,000.00 
by Judge George W. McClintock, Federal Judge. 
Later, upon release from prison, he bought a ten-story build­
ing (Pent House) in Huntington, West Virginia. There he lived 
out the rest of his days and died in 1954-a well established 
fact that he died a millionaire! 
Page 4-5: Train was kept locked. 
Page 11: Baldwin-Felts detective ~gency. Note: In reality, 
the men that made up the Baldwin-Felts detectives were, in 
reality, fearless mountain gunmen of which many had criminal 
records. Their duties were to key the miners intimated, to 
beat up, arrest, jail and not uncommon to kill. 
Page 22: Household goods dumped along the highway-Sid Hatfield­
chief of police of Matewan. 
Page 52: Matewan in Mingo Co., West Virginia-Don C~affin was 
in Logan Co., West Virginia. •· · · 
Page 63: Ree~e Chambers. 
Page 70: Judge I.C. Herndon talks of shoot out at Walch, West 
Virginia-May 19, 1920-12 men were killed at Matewan, West . 
Virginia. 
Page 73: Baby born at McCarr with bullets flying. 
Page 73-74: Thurman-town in Fayette,~West Virginia. 
Page 102-103: Chaffin struck terror in the hearts of the people. 
Page 151: Sabotage. 
Page 203: Keystone in McDowell Co., West Virginia. 
Page 208: Raven, Virginia is characteristic of Thurman and 
Leystone. Says Howard B. Lee? "Keystone is like Sodom and 
C:ornarrah." :. 
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RAVEN, -VIRGINIA 
F 

--- Southwest I s ·-own -"Wild West" . 

' j - --Before the turn of the century, Raven, Viiginia h~d 
; all the "trappings" of a wild west town. There were dance 
i halls, liquor galore, gambling, road houses, and every ac-'-
1comadation possible. 
1 - · Even in the 1920' s the "then" Sherrif Chap Osborne 
; ~ad a shoot <;mt "High Noon" style on main street resulting 
11n the shooting death of Ira Harless. · 

Horses were ridden to towns just as the cowboys 
1 did in western days. In fact, they were actually cowboys in 
the hey dey of Raven. They drove their cattle from as far 

·away as Knox Creek, Kentucky and Tazewell was a rail head. 
Pounding Mill, Virginia also offered loading pens for 

•cattle. 
Even as late as my time, I've seen large cattle drives 

,come into Pounding Mill and that sure was quite a sight. 
/The cattle stampeed and run all over the place. On one 
1
occasion I saw a cowboy chase a calf .halfway to Claypool 

!HillJ Virginia (approximately 3 - 4 miles away) before he 
ievei: caught it. y 

' ... ... . -··· 
. ' 
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7 BY: CECIL ROSE 

DON CHAFFIN 
SHERIFF OF LOGAN COUNTYj Wl VAl 

The saga of Sheriff Don Chaffin of Logan County from 1913 
to the late 1920's was phenomenal: unprececedented in United 
States history. 
A note f~om history says that he had from 300 to 450 deputies 
on duty at all times. Re maintained the right to appoint the 
so-called ten badge constable'any time he wanted to. 
No doubt, under his orders, the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad 
order the Huntington shops to prepare an armoured train as near 
bullet proof AS POSSIBLEl It consisted of a locomotive, 
baggage car, day coach - all protected by steel plates. 
The railroad permitted the mine guards to equip it with the 
i nstruements of death. 
A machine gun projected from each sipe door of the baggage 
car and a number of highpowered rifles and an ample supply of 
ammunition was kept in the day coach. 
This same train moved into the tent village of the strikers 
at Holly Grove, which was strung out along bot:h sides of the 
tracks. The machine gun began spitti~g fire and death while 
the mine guards opened fire with high power rifles from the 
car windows. 1 

Sleeping miners and their families awoke in the"middle of the 
night to hear bullets ripping through their tents and shacks. 
Screaming women and children fled into the night clad~only 
in their scanty night clothes. A baby was born at McCarr ·with 
mattresses piled high around the bed as a protection against 
bullets. Someone was asked,'Do you deem it a civilized method 
to use a machine gun on helpless women and children? (Note 
from History). The writer states as he rode the train back 
to the state capitol. Over and over again I ask myself,"Can 
this be America?' 
Chaffin's hinchrnen would meet every passenger train coming in. 
He would quest.ion everyone tha~ got off the trairi and if he did 
not talk just right, he would either be beaten up, run out of 
town or killed: whatever it took to keep the Union out. 
Sherif,£ Chaffin also ruled the preachers and school teachers. 
If they opposed his philosophy. he would and did, cut the money 
off and soon they would be on : their way. 
It was secretely reported that the judge and district attorney 
were helpless, even though they had full knowledge that if they 
opposed the "CZAR", they, too, would be killed. 
Chaffin was born in 1887 and fr.om 1913 to the late 1920'~ he 
was the High Sheriff and also hQld other government posit~ons. 
(Logan County, West Virginia) 
It was reported that Chaffin received a royalty on every ton 
of · coal that was sold in order to pay his mine guards. 

(continued on page 2) · 
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Note: from Speaking of Don Chaffin, page 102, it states that 
every type of crime is charged to him and his deputies. 
He was King; backed by the coal operators. It is Don Chaffin 
that can be blamed for this latest blot in West Virginia hist­
ory and who struck terror in the hearts of the people. 
The late _1920's saw the passing of the "CZAR." After being 
shot, he was sentenced to prison for two years; fined $10,000.00 
by Judge George W. McClintock, Federal Judge. 
Later, upon release from prison, he bought a ten-story build­
ing (Pent House) in Huntington, West Virginia. There he lived 
out the rest of his days and died in 1954-a well established 
fact that he died a millionaire! 
Page 4-5: Train was kept locked. 
Page 11: Baldwin-Felts detective ~gency. Note: In reality, 
the men that made up the Baldwin-Felts detectives were, in 
reality, fearless mountain gunmen of which many had criminal 
records. Their duties were to key the miners intimated, to 
beat up, arrest, jail and not uncommon to kill. 
Page 22: Household goods dumped along the highway-Sid Hatfield­
chief of police of Matewan. 
Page 52: Matewan in Mingo Co., West Virginia-Don C~affin was 
in Logan Co., West Virginia. •· · · 
Page 63: Ree~e Chambers. 
Page 70: Judge I.C. Herndon talks of shoot out at Walch, West 
Virginia-May 19, 1920-12 men were killed at Matewan, West . 
Virginia. 
Page 73: Baby born at McCarr with bullets flying. 
Page 73-74: Thurman-town in Fayette,~West Virginia. 
Page 102-103: Chaffin struck terror in the hearts of the people. 
Page 151: Sabotage. 
Page 203: Keystone in McDowell Co., West Virginia. 
Page 208: Raven, Virginia is characteristic of Thurman and 
Leystone. Says Howard B. Lee? "Keystone is like Sodom and 
C:ornarrah." :. 
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' ... ... . -··· 
. ' 



HOWARD BEAVERS . -- -

' l (Profile of an 18th- and 19th century·~pilachian Man) 

1 · .. This is ·a story ·of ·a mountain man that took place 
~ around 1922. . 
~ ·Howard Beavers killed a man in Wyoming County, 
~West Virginia. He was given life in the Federal Pen­
~ i tentiary. 
ii By way of local gossip, the Federal officials could 
i not get Howard Beavers to work at anything. (At that time, 
!· a Federal prisoner could ~ be forced to work) . To 
Fpersuade Mr. Beavers to want to work, he was placed in a 
;1 big metal box. While in the box a little stream of water 
;: was turned on and he was given a tin cup to dip out the 
: water or drown. 
: His body was not shipped home and he was buried at 
; Mortµdsville, W. Va. 
· By the way - Howard Beavers was half McCoy and half 
\ Beavers. ~ 
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i not get Howard Beavers to work at anything. (At that time, 
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Fpersuade Mr. Beavers to want to work, he was placed in a 
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/I HOW TO BRING YOUR MAN IN 
(CHAP OSBORNE'S WAY) 

Tod~ys "high-tech" police officer may be amazed at the i;:, 

methods _that Chap Osborne (Sheriff of the 1920's) used in get­
ting his captured outlaw to jail. 

It seems that back in 1925, Chap has arrested one Howard 
Beavers at Middle Creek (Tazewell County) for the murder of 
Preston Green of Wyoming County, West Virginia. 

Sheriff Osborne already know for a fact that Howard Beavers 
was a man not to be taken lightly. He was concerned that Beavers 
may overpower him, take his gun, run or was capable of anything 
when it came down to being arrested. 

While being very cautious with Beavers, another "gentleman" 
happened to come along at the time Beavers had been arrested. 
His name was Frank Lowe. Mr. Lowe had no previous knowledge 
of the arrest was about to pass Osborne and Beavers. 

Sheriff Chap Osborne called "good day" to Mr. Lowe and 
therefore, engaged him in a brief conversation; just long enough 
to get him close. The sheriff then, unexpected to Mr. Lowe, 
pulled a gun on him and in seconds had Howard, .iBeavers and Frank 
Lowe handcuffed together. This method was the easiest way Chap 
Osborne could get Howard Beavers to jail. Upon arriving at the 
jail, Sheriff Chap Osborne released Mr. Lowe and sent him on 
his way. 

Can you imagine the lawsuits logged against the police de­
partment if an incident like that happened today? 
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I _ Now, off in a remote obscure corner of the plot, the 
._l~reachers would cut brush and make what was known as a Brush 

~arbor. These preachers would come far ~nd wide, and preach 
~ay and night for the full length of the affair, no matter 
ihow much VICE and mischief went on among the horse trades. 
!~he horse traders had the utmost respect for the religious 
!people. They Kextended invitations to the preachers to come 
,pown for food. 
1 No matter how drunk they got, they would all take their 
;hats of f when at the service. This crowd would constantly 

-~~ve from the trading post .to the religious service . 
. ~ Bro. Scheffy has preached at many Brush Harbors, here 
1 n Southwest, Va. The las~t Association that I know of was 
]in the early 1920 1 s. Most people would only stay around 
:for about three days but new ones would always show up. 
[ B) this time the mud and manure was everywhere. The 
!stench was almost unbearable. The one's that stayed the full 
two weeks and slept in the hay, were t~uly~a seedy looking 
~uoch. 

.'
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The saga of Sheriff Don Chaffin of Logan County from 1913 
to the late 1920's was phenomenal: unprececedented in United 
States history. 
A note f~om history says that he had from 300 to 450 deputies 
on duty at all times. Re maintained the right to appoint the 
so-called ten badge constable'any time he wanted to. 
No doubt, under his orders, the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad 
order the Huntington shops to prepare an armoured train as near 
bullet proof AS POSSIBLEl It consisted of a locomotive, 
baggage car, day coach - all protected by steel plates. 
The railroad permitted the mine guards to equip it with the 
i nstruements of death. 
A machine gun projected from each sipe door of the baggage 
car and a number of highpowered rifles and an ample supply of 
ammunition was kept in the day coach. 
This same train moved into the tent village of the strikers 
at Holly Grove, which was strung out along bot:h sides of the 
tracks. The machine gun began spitti~g fire and death while 
the mine guards opened fire with high power rifles from the 
car windows. 1 

Sleeping miners and their families awoke in the"middle of the 
night to hear bullets ripping through their tents and shacks. 
Screaming women and children fled into the night clad~only 
in their scanty night clothes. A baby was born at McCarr ·with 
mattresses piled high around the bed as a protection against 
bullets. Someone was asked,'Do you deem it a civilized method 
to use a machine gun on helpless women and children? (Note 
from History). The writer states as he rode the train back 
to the state capitol. Over and over again I ask myself,"Can 
this be America?' 
Chaffin's hinchrnen would meet every passenger train coming in. 
He would quest.ion everyone tha~ got off the trairi and if he did 
not talk just right, he would either be beaten up, run out of 
town or killed: whatever it took to keep the Union out. 
Sherif,£ Chaffin also ruled the preachers and school teachers. 
If they opposed his philosophy. he would and did, cut the money 
off and soon they would be on : their way. 
It was secretely reported that the judge and district attorney 
were helpless, even though they had full knowledge that if they 
opposed the "CZAR", they, too, would be killed. 
Chaffin was born in 1887 and fr.om 1913 to the late 1920'~ he 
was the High Sheriff and also hQld other government posit~ons. 
(Logan County, West Virginia) 
It was reported that Chaffin received a royalty on every ton 
of · coal that was sold in order to pay his mine guards. 

(continued on page 2) · 
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Note: from Speaking of Don Chaffin, page 102, it states that 
every type of crime is charged to him and his deputies. 
He was King; backed by the coal operators. It is Don Chaffin 
that can be blamed for this latest blot in West Virginia hist­
ory and who struck terror in the hearts of the people. 
The late _1920's saw the passing of the "CZAR." After being 
shot, he was sentenced to prison for two years; fined $10,000.00 
by Judge George W. McClintock, Federal Judge. 
Later, upon release from prison, he bought a ten-story build­
ing (Pent House) in Huntington, West Virginia. There he lived 
out the rest of his days and died in 1954-a well established 
fact that he died a millionaire! 
Page 4-5: Train was kept locked. 
Page 11: Baldwin-Felts detective ~gency. Note: In reality, 
the men that made up the Baldwin-Felts detectives were, in 
reality, fearless mountain gunmen of which many had criminal 
records. Their duties were to key the miners intimated, to 
beat up, arrest, jail and not uncommon to kill. 
Page 22: Household goods dumped along the highway-Sid Hatfield­
chief of police of Matewan. 
Page 52: Matewan in Mingo Co., West Virginia-Don C~affin was 
in Logan Co., West Virginia. •· · · 
Page 63: Ree~e Chambers. 
Page 70: Judge I.C. Herndon talks of shoot out at Walch, West 
Virginia-May 19, 1920-12 men were killed at Matewan, West . 
Virginia. 
Page 73: Baby born at McCarr with bullets flying. 
Page 73-74: Thurman-town in Fayette,~West Virginia. 
Page 102-103: Chaffin struck terror in the hearts of the people. 
Page 151: Sabotage. 
Page 203: Keystone in McDowell Co., West Virginia. 
Page 208: Raven, Virginia is characteristic of Thurman and 
Leystone. Says Howard B. Lee? "Keystone is like Sodom and 
C:ornarrah." :. 
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His name was Frank Lowe. Mr. Lowe had no previous knowledge 
of the arrest was about to pass Osborne and Beavers. 

Sheriff Chap Osborne called "good day" to Mr. Lowe and 
therefore, engaged him in a brief conversation; just long enough 
to get him close. The sheriff then, unexpected to Mr. Lowe, 
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-:- "REVOLVERS AND THE APPALACHIAN MAN 

-·- ': --. In the year ·of-1919; -chap Osborne and Eck Fullen came 
-:

1off Patton Branch on Middle Creek with a 50 gallon still, 
-- - "'.- !a 400 pound hog, ·· and a large keg of moonshine~ -

/ The following stoy will h<Up explain the outline of the 
· - /Appalachian Mountain man that -can be traced all the way 

!back to the eighteenth century. Somehow the Historian 
:failed to see this character. 
: Sometime after the turn of the century, Lawrence Rose, 
Gil Altizer, and Roy Christian, met opposite the little 
one room school on Laural Creek. After they had exchanged 
-the normal hello, good morning, and a drink of their moon­
:shine, the conversation would center around their revolvers. 
:They all had one. 

One man would take a shot at the top of the chimney of 
.the school house. Then they would all start shooting at the 
same time, and off would comes the brick. This may have 

.happened during school hours, the little school teacher may 
have had all the kids in the closed closet. No one would 
come outside at any time when there was shhoting going on. 
It was Chap Osborne'g job to take care of the people like this, 
'many times he had to do it his own way. 



CHAP LOWE'S ROTOR MOTOR 

/3 
INTERVIEW BY: CECIL ROSE 

Chap Lowe told_ us that after he left Bud Cruey"s employment, he went to 
work for I, O1

1 Perkins. He had such respect for Bud Cruey's mechanical 
capabilities, · that he still took all wood or mechanical items that 
needed replacing to Bud. Bud could make a new one better than the 
original part. 

Cecil Rose asked Chap if he had ever had any good ideas of his own for 
invention •• Mr. Lowe said that he did: a good idea for a rotor-motor -
one that wouldn't use any cylinders or connector rods or aynthing. 
It was to be made like a symentrical wheel. Chap Lowe said he had 
the idea and there was no reason for it not to work, but that he had 
made a very foolish mistake. The mistake, he informed us, was in talking 

' , and discussing his ideal before he done anything about it, to all his 
friends or anyone who was interested. Everyone seemed interested, too. 
What do you know, Chrysler came out with the same rotor motor in no 
time at all. The same design and all; exactly just like he had told 
everyone it would be. 

Mr. Lowe said he decided it was time to move on from Mr. Perkins' 
emyployment, so he went for an interview with Jim Goodwin of the Woolen 
Mills in Cedar Bluff. Jim asked me what I could do and I told him I 
could do anything he could get me to do. He said allright and I went 
to w,ork at the Woolen Mill as a machine mechanic. 

Working at the Woolen Mill for two years was enough time for Chap to spend the1 
From the mill, he went to work for Russell Motors. He pulled enough time 
there and decided to go into business for himself, This time it was to 
be radio and T. V. repair. He fussed about the new transistor and said 
it more or less put him out of business. HE SAID HE WOULD MUCH RATHER 
work on a watch tha'n a transistor. 

Now that Chap Lowe is 77 years old, you will find him working on lawn 
mowers, washing machines, old radios and doing exactly what he wants 
to do. He is currently enjoying life, himself and his privacy. 

-- - ... - .... -- -, 
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MODEL -T MOTOR HOME 
BY: CHAP LOWE 

INTERVIEWED BY: CECIL ROSE 

Chap Lowe entertained us with another mechanical story 
of the Crueys. Cecil Rose and Chap Lowe both remember the old 
motor home designed by Bud Cruey and his boyl. 

Bud took a T-Model truck and built a cab all around it to 
enclose sleeping quarters. The most fascinating feature of 

·:) this "new" motor home was the fact it operated on dual engines. 
That's right~it had 2 motors right in line with each other in 
the front. He clutched them together. He would use one en­
gine for the level road and upon reaching a hill, he would 
clutch into the second engine, thus having all the pulling 
power he needed. 

It was reported that he loaded up his family and they all 
went to Washington, D.C. In fact, the old motor home· re~ 
portedly, mad several trips to Washington. Makes one wonder, 
if Chrysler couldn't afford this patent ... Motor homes are pop­
ular today. This motor home, invented by Bud Crue~, was last 
seen making its way to Florida. Year? ca 193~. It is said 
that Bud Cruey's first occupation was a wagon maker, next he 
was a saw mill man, steam boiler man and a genius of an auto 
mechanic. Anything having to do with wood working or ma'chinery, 
Bud Cruey made it seem easy. 

Chap Lowe tells us that Bud Cruey was a "non-talker" with 
a head full of fantistic ideals and ~inventions, that didn't 
ge t too materialized beyond Cedar Bluff ... Nothing to his credit. 



JAKE CRUEY - A CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK 

BY: CECIL ROSE 

Cecil Rose and· Chap Lowe were "swapping" stories under the big shade tree 
at Chap's home this last July, 1988. The following is one of Mr. Rose's stor, 

Getting a T-Model to start was certainly not as easy as a new car is today; b1 
watching Jake Cruey trying to start his, sure gave me a lesson in mechanics. 

Jake cut everyone of his sparkplug wires and took a piece of wood about 
the size of an ice cream stick and taped it back on that thing to a point 
where the wires were about that far apart (demonstration). All I could 
figure out was that it advanced the spark. After he got it running, you couJ 
look at every wire he had cut and see sparks just flying. 

Mr. Lowe interupted Mr Rose long enough to remarj( that Jake Cruey had 
generated an old American juice maker. Chap Lowe said that he had placed 
his own spark plug wires down in an old rubber hose and put it on the 
plug and left a little gap. This procedure makes for a hotter spark. 
This method was used to take care of any "miss" in the motor. 



Cruey converted a T-Model transmission into an automatic one. 
Chap Lowe, who worked some for Cruey, said that actually the 
T-Model transmission was already automatic, but it worked 
manually. In other words, when the clutch :was pushed all the 
way in, }t w~s in low gear; half way out, it was in neutral; 
all the_way out, was in high range. 

Now, it is starting to look a little strange, when Bud 
and Charlie are turned down for a ·patent and again, Chrysler 
comes out 6 months later, this time with an automatic trans­
mission. 

2 
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MECHANICAL GENIUS IN CEDAR BLUFF 
INTERVIEW OF CHAP LOWE 

BY: CECIL ROSE 

Chap Lowe was born in 
good memory, a little hard 
with a lot of short tales. 
in Cedar Bluff. 

SUSIE SHRADER 
JULY 2, 1988 

1911. We found him to have a very 
of hearing, but most interesting 
His first tale was of Bud Cruey 

Bud Cruey had a saw mill where the Presbyterian Church 
in Cedar Bluff now stands. Mr. Cruey had a large family: 3 
girls and 4 body. The boys were Ja.ke, Bill, Charlie, Cole, 
Harry, and Alvin(Crickett). 

Chap Lowe said that Bud would loaf around in the day and 
work like a dog during the night. 

Bud Cruey had a big motor that had 2 fly wheels, ·one on 
each side, each one weighing about 150 pounds each. This . 
worked on momentum a.fter getting to a certain speed. 

It had a big 811 diameter one cylinder. Cruey..iconverted 
a 2 cylinder gasoline engine from a 1923 or 24'Maxwell car. 
The motor was mounted in the back of the old Maxwell. It 
had turn sti,.cks instead of a steering wheel. By converting 
the gasoline engine to kerosene therefore, making what we now 
call a diesel engine. The fuel injection was made from pipe 
fittings and a pump. The first diesel engine in this area, 
even though he didn't.at the time rea'lize this. 

To make the converted diesel motor to run his saw mill, 
he took a pulley, using flat belts and hooked it to the line 
sha£t in order to start the engine. When he started it for 
the first time, it tore all the belts off; matter of fact, 
just about tore the mill down! He would gear it in with one 
pulley at a ttme and after it got to running good, all the 
r afters would ' wabble and shake. 

There wa s no fear, however, of the mill_;falling down, 
l ,~ c3 us e wooden pins helped hold everything in place. 

Afte r getting this motor to run to suit Bud Cruey, he 
uec· ded to take his son, Charlie, with him to Wa~hington, . D.C. 
to obtain a patent on it. Getting a patent, even back in 
1934 wa s expensive. Cruey had a large family and small bill­
fo l d. He was told in the patent office that his motor needed 
t o be improved upon. It worke~ fine for him, but apparently, 
it di dn't suit the patent office. Remember, this was in 1934. 
Bud sorta let his invention die in the patent office with no 
r es ources to back him. It is most interesting that 6 
months later, his patent had gotten "picked up" and Chrysler 
had produced the first diesel engine. Interesting??? 

Shortly after returning home, it was not too long before 
Bud ·and his son were back in Washington, D.C.; this time with 
an automatic transmission. Note: This also was in 1934. 
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COVER UP IN TAZEWELL COUNTY 
BY: CECIL ROSE 

The historians, news reporters and all other writers here 
i n Taze1s•ell County have, over the years, did a great cover up 
on most _of the bad things that have happened in the County. 

For example: the Richlands News Press Feb. 24, 1988-caption 
" Our Legacy," writes of Chap Osborne. Quote: "Bootlegging and 
moonshining exi·sted all around the territory and many ;i.ncid ents 
of crime were related to it. The story about a former ' one--armed 
Tazewell County lawman, Chap Osborne, seemed to always be con­
nected to this illegal practice. Osborne's decendants have re­
cited his _part in covering up for those involved and his dis­
like for Revenue men." 

God knows they could have written volumes on the escapades 
of "Ole Chap." 

On March 20, 1988, I interviewed John Asbury regarding the 
shooting of Chap Osborne which took place back in February, 1927. 

Mr. Asbury revealed the names of the four men who took part 
in this event. I take the liberty at this time to name those 
four men. They are: Cliff Joyce, Mertt Strouth, Aub Smith, and 
Marc Smith. f 

It makes one wonder if these men were brought to trial, if 
anyone came ;f6rth with these names at the time, was it self de­
fense, premeditated, accidental--what is the truth? 



A PROFESSIONAL COWBOY OF TAZEWELL COUNTY 
BY: CECIL ROSE 

On another side of my family, my great uncle, William 
Vandyke, , was a professional cowboy. He would help bring big 
herds of cattle all the way out of Kentucky into Tazewell County, 
Virginia. 

The cattle would be bedded down in a small town known as 
"Cow Town" at that time. Cow Tov.-rn was one mile east of Grundy 
and today is known as Royal City. 

Usually these cattle, after reaching Tazewell County, 
were kept on grazing farms anywhere from 12 or 16 months before 
shipping them to their £inal destination. 

These cattle were characteristic of the Texas long horn. 
We call them Buchanan scrubs. 

I, 

I 
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vicicus outlaw from the Old 
45 

West • 

The nti1t step which t~1e 

four nccused men took was to 

seek a writ of t..o.teas corpus. 

Cusick, ]enson, Jones, and Ca,-

\c:oocl were joi~M- by W. M. High-

tower ancl :;,,o miners, Jira 
_ ... _, 

P.eyr.olds an<! Flo~·:! Murphy, "'he. 

,.-ere in Iiarlan jail accused of 

murder. During th.:, E,e pr0-

CEodings, state troops petrolled 

the cour~rocr.J and. c.11 those '\llho 

enter0c. were searched for \·:eP.,-

46 
pons. All seven ple.edod not 

Q.lil ty to the .:l:ar.;~s on •.1c.ich 

they were held a:. l the~· "'ere re-

turn'.;cl to jaiJ 2.nd. Leld. •d :.~:cut 1.,or.d. Jones termed hii; arrest plld im­

J:risorin.ent a 11 ::r'.3...--: 2-1.:.:p, 11 and said "there wont ce ~y difficulty about 

tr,y c~or.er3tior.. Cur •.,o rl-: of orgallizr-tticr. ~.-ill be carried er. 1·ec-;ard-

1..: r::, ,, :.: ...... ., .,.. .. .... 






