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PREFACE.
b

Mortal man must die! He lives and
flourishes for a few days, and then passes
away. “As a flower of the field so he
flourisheth; In the morning it flourisheth
and groweth up, but in the evening it is
cut down and withereth.”” ¢ So man needs
but little here, nor needs that little long.””
But the immortal soul of man will live
forever, To cultivate the inner man
should be the chief concern of mortals
here below.

In presenting this little volume to the
students and friends of the deceased, no
attempt has been made to use poetic lan-
guage, but rather on the contrary, we have
tried to clothe the truth in plain, simple
words; neither have we tried to say all

* that the subject might justly demand, but
brevity has been one of our chief aims.

Amid the rush of other duties that are
now upon me, only a very few hours have
been devoted to the preparation of this
little book; hence a number of errors may
occur. If so, however, I hope you will be
as mild in your ecriticisms as your better
judgment may permit.
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many years he was a Class Leader and con-
ducted meetings at many times and places,
thereby endearing himself to his many
friends in the Church which he loved.

On January 26, 1887, he was united in
the holy bonds of matrimony to Mary
Cookenour, in which relation they lived
happily for fifty-nine years and eleven
months, After his death his widow be-
came entirely blind and lived in utfer
darkness to the beauties of earthly life for
about three years, or until her triumphant
death, which occurred December 10, 1901.
She had great faith in Christ, her Savior,
and died without a fear or a struggle.
“She only sleeps in Jesus.” Her youngest
dal_lghter, Mrs. Alice E. Dye, said to the
?mter when the corpse was being lowered
into the earthen vault, “I love to think of
mother, not as being in the cold grave, but
as being with Jesus and with the angels.”

Dear mother, now thy body sleeps
Among the graves of those we love ;
But He who all His people keeps
Will, one day, bring thee safe above,

———— -
JOSEPH H. KETRON’S EARLY LIFE.

Josepn H, Ke1RoX, son of Watson and
Mary Ketron, was the eldest of thirtecn
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children, eight girls and five boys, and was
born near Bloomingdale, Sullivan county,
Tennessee, November 12, 1887, and died
November 1, 1901; aged 68 years, 11 months
and 19 days. At the very early age of four
years he began to take a great interest in
books, and soon he had an intense desire to
become a scholar. The English alphabet
was learned at home, and in a short time
such books as could be found in his father’s
library were being read and studied as a
foundation for the great structure that was
afterwards builded thereon. While other
boys would rest or play, he would be prof-
itably engaged, always seenting to know
that ¢ hard study is the price of learning;”
and that no important position in life is
filled without great effort. He was not
content to grovel with the low and worthless
engagements of earth, where only serpents
and Satan’s agents revel; but he was con-
tinually inclined to look upward, and to
Delieve that *There is always room up-
stairs.”?

His early educational advantages were
limited, there being only an occasional
school of short session, and the tuition paid
by the hard earnings of his own hands,
which were laid to the plow, the hoe, the
axe, ete. But this was always cheerfully
done, until in the midst of his highest
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hopes, the war of 1860-65 was ordered, and
he was called to go out from the home of
his childhood to struggle with the disap-
pointments and cruelties of army life.

On May 17, 1868, in the Big Black River
fight, near Vicksburg, Miss,, a ball from a
gun in the hands of the enemy struck him
in the right hip, inflicting such & wouud as
great]y to endanger his life, and of such a
character as to give him severe pain even
fhrough all his earthly life. During his
immediate sufferings he was in several hos-
pitals where his younger brother, John W.
Ketron, was at his side to administer to his
wants so far as the circumstances would
admit. When he had recovered sufficiently
to travel he was brought home by his other
brother, Reuben J. Ketron, and was cared
for with all the tenderness that a mother’s
hand could afford.

Even at the hour of severe trial, when
all medical skill seemed to be baffled and
\vher.x all hopes of life were gone from the
p!lysminns, he refused to take liquor of any-
!gmd, although its use was advised by those
in whom he had great confidence. This
act will, in some little measure, indicate
h!s bold stand against intoxicants of any
kind, and this dislike he always maintain-
e‘d and advocated as long as he lived.
“Better die than yield to sin.” * Beware
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of the first glass.” By the help of the Lord,
stand for the right, if the world around you
goes wrong. Speaking to a friend concern-
ing his afflictions, he said: * While I was
suffering intensely from my wounds and
away from home, I rejoiced in Jesus’ love
and was as happy as a king on his throne.”

During all his experience as a soldier in
the Civil War, he was never forgetful of his
obligations as a soldier in the * Christian
warfare.” Each day he would read his Bible
and pray the guidance of our heavenly
Father in the great conflict then before him.

Returning to the subject of his school life,
we would give the substance of what some of
his early instructors say: ““ He was always
obedient aud studious.” “If all boys and
girls were as well disposed as Joseph H.
Ketron, I should have o fear in governing
a school.” Prof. Ketron says of himself:
“When I was a small boy I heard of Web-
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary, and I then
thought if I could only manage some way to
buy one of these hooks I should be supreme-
1y happy.” He did buy one, he bonght ma-
ny others, He bought dictionaries from ma-
ny authors, he used them, he studied them,
even tasking bimself to learn one hundred
words ‘and their definitions in a single day,
bosides the other regular duties connected
with his work,
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While he was energetic and zealous in his
l.eamh for knowledge in classical and scien-
tific courses, yet he was never forgetful of
the Holy Word of God. He says: “I was
never too busy with my studies, or any other
work, to first read a chapter, ur more, from
the Biblo and to ask God's blessings upoa
me during the day.” **Seek ye first the king-
dom of God and his righteousness,” was hia
motto  After he had learned the Hebrow
and Greek he would often study the Sunday
School lessons in these original languages,
thex:eby increasing his knowledge of the
Seriptures, always Temembering to search
the Scriptures becanse they testify of Christ.

The following lines were composed by
Prof. Ketron while in school at New Market,
Tennessee: ¢

**The Bible you should read each day,
Each morn and eve you ought to pray;
That you in life may useful be,

Aud happy through eternity,”

From infancy he was tanght to pray and
fotrustin God, Very eu-lg in lifs h’; was
nmp.raued that all men are sinners, being
subject to condemnation and the wrath of the
Av.sx_zgt}r, and that they must be born of the
Spirit if they would see God, At the age of
twelve years, in a meeting at the Reedy
Creek Camp-ground, conducted by the Rev.,
Rufus M, Hickey, he felt a Godly sorrow

. the house of the Lord t!
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ver to his penitent
1
h

for sins, and in a
prayers, the Holy Spirit filled his soul w
love to God and ail his people. Jesus ac-
cepted Lim as a saved child, and be claim-
ed Jesus as his personal Savior. Realizing
that it is only ‘‘those that be planted in
at shall flourish in
the courts of our God,” he felt the impor-
tance of becominga member of the visible
Church on earth, and in accordance with
his own <hoice he joined the Methodist
Church, in which he lived a consistent
Christian life until he was called to join
the “Church triumphant, which is without
fault, before the throne of God.” In his
youthful days he would often call upon his
“old Uncle Joe” Ketron and other good
people, and consult with them on religious
subjects, thus striving in every honest way
to get useful information.

He never publicly advocated sectarian-
jsm in religion, and was exceedingly liberal
with ail Christian denominations, taking
great care never to wor the feelings or
rights of any person; yet he had strong
convictions of his own, being very much
devoted to the Chureh of his choice, which
he so dearly. loved. These lines of the
poet were very dear to him:

+1 love thy kingdom, Lord,
The house of thine abode;
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“The Church our blest Redeemer bought
With His own precious blood.”
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a gentle, feminine disposition, being always

This fact is evid d by the
zeal and untold labors which continued
through the fifty-two years of his Christ-
ian warfare. The sacrifices which he made
were cheerfully wrought, and these were
not a few, for he was a very important fac-
tor in the Charge in which his membership

was recorded. He even deemed it *‘a priv- |

ilege to suffer for Cbrist’s sake.”” The
prayer of David was one of his favorite
texts: *“ Let the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart be acceptable
in thy sight, O Lord, my Strength and my
Redeemer.” Psalm 19: 14,

A few of his fayorite songs are these :

1 need Thee every hour,

Most gracious Lord;
No tender voice like thine
Can peace afford.
1 need Thee, O, I need Thee :
Every hour I need Thee ;
O bless me now, my Savior,
1 come to Thee."

**Yield Not to Temptation.”

“Work, for the Night is Coming.””
\ He was a busy man, often saying: “Time
is too precious to fritter away.” ¢ I had
rather wear out than to rust out.” His
busy life was not a rude one, for he was of

tracted by the beauties of art as well as
nature; and giving much time and thought
to those themes in poetry and literature
which tend to elevate and refine the coarser
nature in man, and lift him to a higher life.

He was a dear lover of flowers, and ofter
spent considerable amounts of money and
labor in the production of these heaven-sent
messengers that, in the springtime, filled the
morning air with their rich perfuwme, bidding
a happy good day to the early visitor, and
filling his mind with thoughts of Him who
painted their petals with such admirable
colors. The silence of the old homestead

. was often broken by the melodies of his mu-

sical voice, as it rang out on the evening
breeze in social conversation, or us it was
lifted upward in sacred song, and then
around the old hearth-stone Le would lead in
family prayer.

His advice {o young men and young ladies
was always wholesome &nd full of sound
doctrine; his words and manner being gov-
erned by that caution and wisdom that al-
ways becometh every man of God. He often
insisted that “we should live above suepi-
cion, and that we should shun even the ap-
pearance of evil.”

The Sunday School of Lis youth bad seen
and known his manner of life, so, very socn

s,
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elter his i he was i Ty
nlc?tad to superintend his home school, in
wpne_lz capacity he served the remainder of
his life, except during four years when he
was away from home. For many years he
was Class Leader, Trustee, Recording Stew-
ard, District Steward, and he also served in
nt!wf official positions in the Church, never
missing a Quarterly or a District Conference,
and very seldom missing the Holston Aun-
l'mal Conferenco. He was a mentber of the
Lnymen’s Convention of the Holston Con-
ference. Many promineat ministers and
laymen of this conference and other confer-
ences knew him and loved him,

‘He was elected a delegate to the General
Conferenco of the Methodist Episcopal
g&mh in 1884 and as alternato delegate in

’H? was very reserved in his manner, never
wishing to be presumptious, never very
noisy in religions matters—not like the man
wh?se character is represented by the seeds
which fell among the thorns, or upon stony
ground—but rather, by those that fell in
gon.d ground, growing strong and firm, en-
during to the end, and bearing much fruit.

Many times he would say: “I want it said
of mewhen I am gone, ‘He has done what
he could.” ”
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SCHOOL WORK.

His chief work in life was that of a Christ-
jan educator. He would often say to young
ininisters: “ If you are called to preach, Tam
called to teach.” Also, he would say: “A
call to the Christian ministry implies a call
to PREPARE for this great work.” About
sixty young men have studied, more or less,
under his direction for the Christian ministry.

At the ngo of cighteen years he was suffi-
ciently advanced to teach in the publio
schools of the vicinity in which ke lived, and
{hus the six succeeding years were epent
with great accoptability to those by whom
he was patronized. About this time he spent
o fow months as & student at Fall Brauch,
‘Pennessee, and a little later a few wonths
were spent at Rotherwood, Tennessee. At
both these schools he was studious and
courteous, acquitting himself with much
credit.

PRINCIPAL OF REEDY CREEK
ACADEMY.
In Angust, 1864, at Arcadia, Sullivan
county, Tennessee, two and one-half miles
from the birthplace of Joseph L. Ketron, he

!
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was elected Principal of Reedy Croek Acade-
my, where he served with zeal and courage
for nine successive years, enrclling a large
number of young men and young ladies, and
urging them on in the race of life, empha-
sizing the fact that success in life is won
only through personal effort and entire con-
secration. Doubtless, many fathers and
mothers, who may read this little sketch, will
recall, with pride, the fact that they were
students at Arcadia in the years gone by.
Now, more fully realizing the importance
of a Higher Education, and feeling that he
could be more useful by receiving a college
training, he began to turn his attention in
that direction, Having no one to encourage
him, aud no one being near who could give
him information concerning such an advanc-
ed step in life, the way was not all sunshine.
Bat being determined in his resolves, he
wrote Dr. James Dean, of the East Tennes-
see Wesloyan University, at Athens, Tennes-
see, for information and advice, which he
most cheerfully gave; and in the year 1874
Joseph H. Ketron entered the above-men-
tioned school, where he served as a tutor, as
well as a student, daring the one and a balf
years which he remained in this place.
In 1875-76 he completed the required
course of studies in the Illinois Wesleyan
University at Bloomington, Illinois, where
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he was graduated with highest honors. Ttis
£aid of him that in all his studies, he.wu
exceedingly thorough, and that he received
very high grade.” J
& Af{er l:‘is g:udunﬁon. he spent one session
at New Market, Tennessee, as 8 teacher, in
which relation he endeared himself to many
who knew him there. "
Not willing that the work of the ~Lor(l in
{he training of the young minds of l{u home
sectiun should go undone, and feeling t!nuz
he could make the world better by w?rkmg
here, he chose rather to do this misg;wnnry
work than to accept large financial induce-
monts elsewhere; and accordingly, on Au-
gust 6, 1877, within one wile of the old home
stead, Kingsley Seminary was chartered as a
Church School, with Prof. Joseph H. K("t-
ron, A. M, a8 Principal, in which capnmt‘y
he was a faithful, sacrificing servant until
{he Master called him home, wh}le yet 'nt-
tending to the ordinary duties of life, hnnug
thus served in Kingsley Semix,ary (o.r 20
years, and having enrolled in this one insti-
tution 1004 different students, nbou‘t 495 of
whom have been non-residents, coming from
nine different states. All the days he spent
as a teacher amount to 41 years, and thsqug-
gregate number of his students ls‘aboul ..10_0
different boys and girls. The writer af. this
sketch was a student in Kingsley Seminary

I
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for quite a number of years and an inti-
mate associate with Prof. Ketron for 20
years, and especially o during the last few
months of his life. g

Many incidents in the history of the
school, and other facts concerning his life,
might be interesting to mention:

His school was always opened and closed
with prayer for Di assistance.

. In the course of study the Bible was
always placed at the beginning, and a les-
son from the New Testament was read by
the students each day of the regular school.
1 shall now quote from one of his circulars
issued in 1872: * We shall endeavor to de-
velop the intellect, and fit students for the
practical duties of life. Moral and velig-
ious training will, also, receive speciual at-
tention. The Bible—tle Book of books—
the fountain of all knowledge—is read
daily ; but sect: n comments or interpre-
tations are never made.”

I have said that he began to study and to
be a dear lover of books when he was only
four years of age; and so during the other
sixty-four years of his Jife he never ceased
to be a close student—to ‘*TRDM THE MID-
NIGHT LaMP?’ was no new thing for him to
do—and even two o’clock in the morning
would, on special oceasions, find him busy
at lis desk. He spared no means nor pains

[

B e R,
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in order that he might become thorough in
his work, and that he might be fully pre-
pared for the work to which his life was
devoted. I have often heard him say, ** o
would cheerfully give $1 for a book con-
taining a single word, the pronunciation,
or meaning, of which I do not fully under-
stand, if such information could not be se-
cured without such investment.”

The exact number of books in his library
is not known, neither can their cost be re-
liably stated; but it suffices to say, thata
careful examination of the same will indi-
cate that the wisdom and discretion mani-
fested in their selection cannot be over-es-
timated; neither can their real value le
surpassed by any individual library in any
of our Southern States. In fact, when we
weigh the real worth of the matter con-
tained in each volume, it will doubtless
compare favorably with, if not even sur-
pass, many of the PuBLIC libraries in our
country. And these were paid for with
his own hard earnings.

For many years he was the first choice of
the people in the surrounding country as
Jand surveyor, and for many miles around
e was often called to do work of this kind,
always doing accurate and satisfactory
work for those who employed him.

While he was exceedingly anxious for
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his students to become good scholars and
to make a high grade in their studies, yet

. he always insisted upon a high moral char-
“ acter and the importance of Christian in-

tegrity. A great number of students, yea,
very many, were, from time to time, con-
verted while in his school, and many of
them through his immediate influence.

A Students’ Prayer-meeting was uni-
formly d 1 on Thurslay ing
daring all the years of the school’s prog-
ress, in which prayer-meeting many of his
students made their first attempt in life to
lead in public prayer. However, he was
always careful to get the student’s consent:
before callinz upon him publicly. Many
students of Kingsley Seminary will to-day
date their first Christian expevience, in a
public way, back to the Student's Prayer-
meeting in this school. The present writer
is one who gives testimony to the above
statement as being true in his own experi-
ence,

Prof. Ketron has often said: “I want to
be so careful in my deportment and conver-
sation, that if, at any unexpected hour, my
mother, my sister, or any other most re-
fined lady, should see or hear me, I should
have no cause to blush,” and this rule he
tried to observe always. He never used
tobacco in any form, and always discour-

_ ,
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its use among others, often advising
;%zig people to wholly abstain from its use
and to put their money to some benevolent
purpose, or to buy some good book and store
their minds with some useful and elev.mng
thoughts. O, that many who read this ad-
vice of his would beed it, and not be a slave
fo this needless practice.
1 one good thought of his had precedence
above another, “it must have been that he

_ might be made perfect before Grod, und that

he might be used to lead others i.nlo the
folds of usefuluess, thereby making the
world better by his having lived l-)ertx He
would often express a burning desire for the
success of his students, and seemedAalwuys
to rejoice with them in theh’- prosperity and
to weep with them in adversity.

Preachers, teachers, lawyers, doctors, fr.:t-
mers, merchants, and all classes of !necha?ms
will remember the many suggestive points
given by bim that bave led, more orless, to
their progress in the respective po.sxhons
which they oceupy, and will from tnnev to
time thank God for the lifo of such a man.

Ho was of a mechanical turn of mind, and
his judgment and skill in the use of tools are
very seldom surpassed, even by our experi-

enced workmen, He helped to build the-

i i i i t of his
house in which his father lived mos
w‘zdded life. His hands could be laid to the
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saw, the plane, the chisel, efc,, in the produc-
tion of almost any useful article; and even
the hammer and the anvil were sometimes
made to ring under the blow of his feeble
muscle. Wherever he could be most useful
he was willing to go,

Already the little village of Bloomingdale
aod its attributes, that grew in response to
his vigorous efforts, have missed his foot falls,
and their silence is seldom broken, except by
an occasional passer-by, while the vacant
Youms, 8o lonely and deeolate, seem to whis-
per, *“he is not here.” The postoffice, once
wade cheerful by his frequent visits, has

missed his presence, and the tolling of the -

school or church bell seems but a funeral
knell, proclaiming his departure to the Spirit
world. There seems to be a missing link in
the chain of our every day duties, as well as
in the machinery of church and school. We
see the works of his hunds, weread the words
of his pen, we remember his words of coun-
sel, we thank God for the influence of his
character and life; but we miss him beyond
the mission of words to exprees; and while we
would not, for a moment, worry or complain,
yet, with the poet, we would join in saying:

* But, O, for the touch of a vanished hand,

And the sound of a voice that s still.”

Itis said by his parents and others that
Joseph H. Ketron was an obedient son, a
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loving brother, a close student, a. sacrificing
“setvaiit' of the people, a friend to poor hoys
and girls, a successful teacher, an uncom-
" promising Chiristian, a ttue soldier for
Josus, and, that he gave his life, his talent,
his money, his all, for the cause of Christ
~and for. the people.. No boy or girl was
~-ever-turned-away from. his school on ac-
count of poverty. s
8 ‘earned a great'deal of money—some
was collected—a great deal was not.
Of flie ai unt that yas collected he'spent
st of it for books and for benevolent
ments;. so that he died iu_ only
fing) ircunstances; buf best
ures laid up ““where
q 1ot COl‘!‘l‘lpt‘, ,and where
mcagu‘{otb;’ei’ik through nor steal.”
ve 18 hfeﬂkep’h a diary
acconnt'Of tlie most import-
ife, and also @ record of
ost of the days during
! few of the records
.. are here copied as they appeat in 1E ook
. B the Great Au-
R S s e e
nteird 'to try” to improve
““riiy tie and ‘perform'my duties faithfully, if permit-
" ted'to live till the close of the year.—Snowon the
roground.”, - B A =

{ ‘1 January,,x,, 186! eig‘ht inches
1idesp.—Brother John married fo-day. to Miss Mary .
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Agee.—T fecl impressed with the shortness of time
-{‘ :gdnr;il ;h:::ar, 1 intend to try to improve it—
* January 1, 1870: * Surve)
Papa, planted some fruit trmy.e:i; l]::wotfthl:: 'l‘itlg:
jobs of work,—Read in the Bible and other books.—
Drizaled rain a part of the day.”
“January 1, 1871 : Cenducted a
Concert at Oak Grove—had a nice tisn‘::i‘llz}:mf::::l
crowded—I gave a talk.—Completed our ‘Twelve
Lessons about Jesus.'—Resolved to try to improve
in lu;awledge and to try to do right—Lord help me."!
* Jauary 26, 1857: To.day we celebrate my father
E':,f'fém sd’ }(i:ldun Wedding'—We had a pleasant,
Many other notes similar to the above
might be given, many of which would give
an account of his travels in all the state:
cast of the Mississippi river, but as it is
our purpose to be brief in all of our re-
marks, we shall quote no others at present.
_After the death of his father, and untilj
his own death, a duration of about five
yeurs, he had general oversight of the old
ht_)me—taking great care that no want of
hfa aged mother was neglected. He held in
lngh.esr,eem those of the opposite sex, re-
garding refined ladies as man’s equai in
every _particnlar; yet he never married,
beheyu.xg that he could do more good bf
remaining in single life, He was not very
strong in body, and yet he was seldom con:
fined to his room. He said to me on one
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occasion: “I don’t want to Dbe a drone,
Jest the working bees sting me out.”? He
was an early riser, and always recommend-
ed the same to all young people.

He was exceedingly careful in his habits,
and tried to do things in their right man-
ner. As a little specimen of this practice,
let me give thissimple illustration: He al-
ways laid down his pen or pencil with the
point towards him, so it could be taken in
hand again, ready for use, without Deing
turned around. Try it for yourself, and
then you will know why he did it! This
little practice, with many others of like
nature, became perfectly natural with hin.

He never swore an oath in his life, and
never took a dram of liquor. He never
used tobacco, and for many years he }iml\k
no coffee—his diet was of a plain, simple
nature, fruits being Tus prineipal luxury.

1 have said he was a Dbusy man; and now
1 want to emphasize this fact: He died at
his post, having examined his mail and
given directions concerning This work only
a few hours before his departure from
this world.

In March, 1901, he was attacked with
Pleuritic Pneumonia, from which he never
fully recovered. On this account his school
had to close one month earlier than he bad
expected, which was the first time within
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‘}_lh;e' school’s éxisténce 'that a Public Enter.
falnment was-tiot observed. “His'' Annual
Add.r’éssée,' whiéh were “prepared by himsolf
l.aq.d.re‘ngi‘ ' Sunday preceding ‘the Closing
‘Egrfnses' of “encly year, wero' always highly
 appreciated’ by the thinking cluss of people,
D he spring and summer of ‘1901
h{s iliness ‘kept him ‘in"the house; ér near
the‘ra,"bnt be " wis mever confined to his bed.
 Ho'hud all the medical wid that Dr Alyin
: Bollar | vkperienced and skilled- physician,
ould ixésts ‘but as it is appointed unt,
/man ouce to die, 50 o, this good mian mast
yield to the disedss thiat preyéd so ravenois.
18 body, 1 Gt Al
us 't writer's' privilege  to'| cotiverso

A s afflictions, he
o without a' marmur;’having sot
. the on&tln g ineedful—the sa!vu!ioﬁ' dfb;:)i(:
., soul—niany years ago, he had but to labor
..ﬂnd“ wait till the' Master suid: “It is
e?g“])y' come up higher,” 4
nly a féw weeks ‘before his ‘he
_q.ueglet_l Pie pastor, Rev, J, C. ‘dHO:;::lB.’;‘:{
.. bis consin, Rev. Samuel @, Kotron, to some
_ tohis home and *admimster the: S’n‘nmment
; ‘of‘(:ht.a Lo\‘fl‘ ' Supper to his mother; himself
:Irl;' ute“ other relatives: who' wore thero
0 sérvice whs @' very impréssive otte;:
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When too weak to lift a heavy book, he
would have some one hand it to him, and
sitting, he would turn the leaves and ex-
amine its contents in search of knowledge;
and on one of the very last days of his
carthly life he asked his sister Mary to sit
Dy his side and hold the book in order that
lie might see to read and to look for some
desired information. O, how he sought to
become a full man, ready unto every good
work. The last words he uttered, in the
Tiearing of the writer, were with reference
to his school work—0, how his heart yearn-
ed for the cause of education and for the
success of his students.

The twenty years of association, as his
student, and several years as a tutor in lis
school, as well as the various other inti-
mate relations that brought us together,
give abundant opportunity for the writer
to speak with some confidence in regard to
these matters which have been mentioned.
To know him best was to love him most.

Among his many, many friends, §
Who came to mourn with all the rest,
He sure the richest tribute lends,
Who says: *On carth I knew him best.”
During the last few weeks of his life, he
suffered with Tuberculosis, which gaye him
great pain at occasional instances, this also
rendered his breathing very unsatisfactory,
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which caused him to become quite weak, fin-
ally resulting in heart failure, which was the
immediate cause of his death.

On the same afternoon, or evening, of his
death he walked down stairs and into the
dining-room, where, in company with his
mother, his sister Mary, his brother Jobhn,

his cousin James C. Ketron and John W.

Houchins, he ate a very bountiful supper for
a man of his strength. This was his last time
to dine on earth, and one of these has already
joined him, whero the tree of life doth bloom
and yield ber fruits continually.

After supper he rested in the sitting room
for guite awhile, and then about 10 o’clock,
by the assistance of his sister and brother
who were present, be returned to his room
up-stairs to retire for the night—helping to
undress himself as usual, he soon lay down.
Bat his brother John and sister, Mrs. Mary
A, Gott, bad already discovered that tho con-
dition of his health was worse, and that the
end was near; so they at once had his broth-
er Reuben and other friends summoned {o
4he bedside. In quick response they came in
timo to see him breathe his last, which oo-
curred about 12 o’clock—and while the world
around was wrapt insilent slumbers, the hody
became lifeless and the spirit took its flight
to the Creator of all good. And now the
stillness of the midnight was broken only by
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the soft footfull of friends upon tho floor,
and the gentle whispers of ono to another,
«Qur dear brother is gone.”

Two of his youngor sisters, Mrs. Ella R.
Keol and Mrs. Alice E. Dye, were tho ouly
‘members of the immediate family who were
absent, Tho news was soon broken to them,
and all tho sisters and brothers joined in
aympathy for each other in their loss. His
aged, blind and afflicted mother was almost
beart-broken when the sad intelligence
ronched her car; but God in bis Providence,
only forty days Jater, took her to bo with her
von in the summer land of bliss. Itis hurd
to sy good-bye to such a man; but God
who gave him knew best when (o take him,
and wo know that our God makes no mistakes,
henco wo bow in humblo submission aud say,
Py will, O Lord, be done, aud not ours.”

——ad
FUNERAL.

On November 2nd, 11 A. 3, at the * Ol.d
Reedy Creek Camp-Ground Cemetery, his
body was laid to rest, to await the General
Resurrection, when this corraption ghall pat
on incorruption, and this mortal shall puton
immortality. Appropriate funeral services
wero conducted by his pastor, Rev. J. C.
Hodge, assisted by the Rev. Samuel G. K'sl-
ron and the Rev. George B. Draper. Tho
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pall bearers were chosen from among his
nephews, and their names are as follows:

Joseph W. Gott, Andie B. Ketron, Thom-
as W. Ketron, Samuel S. Spahr, Emory J.
Ketron and Albert C. Ketron. In the pro-
cession the pall bearers were accompanied by
two nieces of the deceased, Miss M. Rachol
Keotron and Miss Mary E. Spabr,

A very large concourse of relatives and
friends were present to witness the inter-
ment and show a tribute of respect to one
they loved. In compmny with M. W. Pool,
Assistant Sunday-School Superintendent at
Kingsley, a large number of Sunday-School
boys and girls joined the procession, follow-
ing immediately after the near relatives of
the deceased, each one bearing a bouquet of
Hlowers, which they afterwards laid on the
srave as a foken of lovo and respect for him,
who, for so many years, had been their Su-
perintendent. These flowers, with many
others that were borne by other friends, were
more than enough to completely oo ver the
mound of this new-made grave.  Already
these smiling flowers have withered and fadcd
and died. The delightfal odors that they

-brought have been waffed away by the chilly

winds of winter; but the message they bore
still lives in the minds and Loarts of his
relatives. Prof. Ketron is gone, but he is
not forgotten,
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¢ He being dead yeb speaketh.” The im-
press made upon his many friends will live
on, and what good he has done eternity
alone can tell. Very recently one of his
former students wrote the following lines:

“ My thoughts naturally revert to my
school-boy days at old Kingsley Seminary.
Pleasant memories of those days are like
the sweet perfume of fragrant flowers that,
clamber and climb over garden walls. I
often think of the kind instruction receiv-
ed at the hands of the late Joseph II. Ket-
ron. Traly, he has wrought a good work,
and his most enduring movument will be
that which he builded in the hearts of his
countrymen, whom be served so faithfully.
Time will only tend to add a lustre to his
name; one of the few immortal names that
were not born to die. We.do not wonder
at his falling asleep as serenely as the set-
ting of a summer’s sun, for truly, his
cventful life was full of kind deeds and
pleasant memories. Even death had no
terror for him, having a cheerful confidence
in the immortal life beyond, be stepped
slowly down into the waters of the dark
river, and the misty curtain of eternity
veiled him from mortal sight.”

¢« Many others will rise up and call him
Dblessed.” ¢ Blessed are the dead who die
in the Lord from henceforth; yea, saith
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And mead are clothed in green ; exultant joy
Pervades the hearts of all.

The prayer
OF faith ** availeth much ; "—Elijah prays—
“The heav'ns are brass ; he prays—the rain descends;
He prays—the dead, new life receives ; he prays—
And Baal's prophets die.

But Satan’s hosts
Conspire to crush the prophet of the Lord.
He journeyed unto Horel's sacred mount.
The jormey far advanced, behold, he sees
‘The rocky, azure mountain glistening out
Before him, —tow'ring, piercing th'ether blue,
Above, around, are ragged layers of stone,
And tangled thickets ! Must he travel on ?
He can not farther go,—his mantle close.
Around him wraps, and enters [a] gloomy cave.
A furious mountain tempest now breaks fortl,
Aud bursting, crashing rocks are thund'ring loud,
As if the winds, confined, had burst their bonds,
‘Lo fight together. Thick and murky clouds, athwart
The sky, now fly in wild amaze,
The sandy desert, like a 1aging sea,
Its curling billows tosses high in air.

The terrors of an carthquake next ensue,
Aud rocks and mountains threaten now to fall ;
“Lhe bills go down, the valleys rise, aud chasms.
Unfold the dreadful, yawning depths below,

And now a ternifying fire is seen ;

But Gob was seen in earthquake, wind, nor fire,
“eanquullity spreads over hill and dale,

And earth and sky in silent homage lie,

"Plie seene is hushed to perfect peace ; and now
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Is heard * a still, small voice.” And so it was,
‘That, when Elijeh heard, his mantle round
Him wrapped, in tok'n of reverential awe,
And stood, and held sweet converse with

His Maker.

Now his work on earth is done;
“The labors of the day are followed by
A calm and lovely eve, all beantiful,
And tinged with mellow, silvery light, as fron
The heav'nly world. Angelic whispers charm
His ear. He hears the white-robed angels sing
The golden glories of their beauteous land ;
His placid brow is fanned by snowy wings;
And all is oer,

The flaming chariot bears him home.
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