


ADBVERTISENT.

Lhe wndersigned, members of the Commitlee a poin-

{td by the New York Aunual Conference of the Metho-

tlist Episcopal Church, to examine Manuscripts, and

‘ntharise their publication, having examined the fol-

lowing Lettér to the Rev. Lyman Beecher, containing

some Strictures on an Address of a Commitice of e

Charilable Society for: the ediecation of indigent Pious

Toung Men for the Ministry, and signed by Mr. Beg-

cher us Chairman of said Commitlee, think it their du-

. Ly to stale to the publie, that from their personal knozw-

| Itdzge of many of the places named, and circumsances

. slaled in the Letter, and from the general information

they possess on the suljects therein spoken afs they are

Jully persuaded that the facts stated are all of them sub-

slantially correct.’ X'hey worcover ave. of opinion, the

strictures are as mild and Jriendly as was consistent

with Christian plainess and honesty ; and much more
“o thaw-dhe Address appenrs o them fo deserve, ~ *

A D. OSTRANDER,
/ W. THACHER,
E. WARHBURN,
L. ANDRUS.
l"'?fv-l-(_n‘];’ ])EC. 7” 1.8':6.:. . :

A LELTER §&e.

10 TIXE REV. LYMAN BEECI#R,

—_—

SIR,

) INa late tour through somo paris
wl Connecticut, (to visit' Churches, and preach the
Gospel,) a small pamphlet was putinto my hands,
‘called, # An Address of the Charitable Society for
the Education of indigent pious Younz Men for the
Ministry of the Gospel.” = As T saw your namo

g signed at the bottom, as Chairman of the Cefamittec,

i 2 [take the liberty of addressing a few lines to yeu.
. [ bave been endeavoring to promote tlie Redeem-
er's kingdom for more than forty years, & through
varigus parts of the continent, 1 Bave seen the stale-
ly goings forthi-of one Emmanud, from whoie cou.
vincing, and soul-vegencrating powesr, the work Las

spread [rom end to end of our country.
Lt appears fo me that you, and your assaciates,
X have given a very unfuir, and uncharitable repre-
sentation of the religious state of our nation ; awvle,
ther from design, or for want of better iuformation,

1 leaveyour readers to determine, *

* Fou say—1In the Distric of Maire, coniainiine a
onulation of 228,705, about half the peaple are said i»
! be without the stated means of grace. Page 5,

: Inthe State of Rhode Iland, the wwestern part, i-

i
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As 1 have travelled extensively through the Wni-
€2d States, and have had the help of a general Itine-
rating medium, [ claim a right to know some(hing
of the stateof affairs pertaining to religion ; and duty
obliges me (o counteract misrepresentations, In
that section of the Episcopal Church called Metho-
dists, there are more than two hundred and fourtecn
thousand in close charch membership, who are

spread thravgh the union from the Province of

i —
ﬁ::'f.__f" B e Taye tho, word anc se.

~—.wd duly and piously administered to them-
Charity leads us to believe, that a majority of these
have experienced a saving cliange, by faith in the a-
toning merits of Jesus Chirst, &are happy in his Jove,

I believe it can be made to appear, that our regii-
larly organized ministry alone, preach in at least 7
thousand places statedly, an the continent. Otler
denominations may speak for themselves, and they
have a fight so to do. I ahall principally confiux
myself to the sect to which I belong. _

In your eighth page you say, ‘e United Stales ares
cluding half the state, there is bul one regular Minister
Paze 5. (] .

Fou say in thé slate of New-Fork, there are 500,000.
destitute of the stated means of grace. Page 6.

Yo say, in the state of Lowsiana, there is not onz
Protestant Minig'er. Page T,

Fou say of Firginia, of lier populatien, 914,000 ars
cither in tlie hands of uniettered men, or lotally destifute
of the means of grace, Page 8. ;

In a note in page 8, you say of Maryland, Jrom one
of your Candidutes from Massachusells, that for 0
miles in every direction from the place where e is em-
ployed, there are nol more thau two qualified or regular
A SHTS :
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more destitule_of Religious instruction than any oliier
Christian nation under heaven.” Have you Sir, made
yourself acquainted with the stata of religion in Ita-
ly, Spain, Portagal, and Russia? Oh ! Lyman, where
has your prejudiced heart led you? Iam an old man
and T trust I love the cause of God : but it grieves
me to see the ‘insinuating form of your address, and
the thirst for pre.eminence which it seems to exhibit:
this coming from eme under a ministerial profession,
will, I fear cause the apen enemies of Jesus to trinmph.

Could you collect five thousand of your indigont
young men, (page 3.) in point of ,l;;:lﬁbérs.ybu would
then be far behind some of the Catholic charches. in
Europe, who, in all '-:i.rpﬁ'aﬁ?i;fx' have a surplus,
Then why not send for some'of them to fill YOur va-.
cancies, if they are (as you appear to think) so mucl;
better instructed than our Americans ? 1 donbt nat.
but you would find them sufficiently indigent,

After having made your selection from Europe or
elsewliere, suppose the great Head of the. Church
should say, # Your choice doth not suit me.. it is my
prerogative to chose men to do my work.” if the
labourers are too few, let us pray to the Lord to send
more into his vineyard. Unless he sends them, they
will be a curse and not a ‘blessing. If the blessed
God wants a Saul of 'Tarsus, he can take him from
the feet of Gamaliel ; or should he want an Amos,
he can take him from following the sheep. God will
have his way of working, and the pride of man must
be prostrated. You have Paced  your Church, in
Connecticut, on the highest scale among the states :
you have given a short history of it, and have,.in
your way, prosirated the southern part of the union. -
Probably you ate a native of Connecticut—I was
bornin Maryland ; and as you have, among. otber
fvuthern states, undertaken to degrade the religious




standing of the peopla of that place, T am withing to
‘contrast the rbliginus:_‘s}anﬂing of bofiz states—gay
_Yours and mine.—~L am well acquainted with almast
every nart of both, and as you have fixed your cyeon
ﬂil“_.ﬂqmgfeg‘atibﬂ,&!-.,Ql:m'r:h'in' “onnecticut, T shall fix
mineon the Mgfhodj!'s_f,Eﬁisﬁnpal Churchin Maryland,
You say you have rising’ two hundred congrega-
tions, averaging fifty members each, which. makes
* rwour ten thousand chiarch members. T have looked
‘over our records, and find that we have in Mary-
land more than twenty-five thousand. ch urch mem-
vers, who have the pure word, and sacraments of-
fered to them in'a re alar way, and [ shall keep with-
in hounds when I say, they have a ‘Wweighty, pioug,
and qualified ministey, that officiate {(atleast) in_five
Thundred congregations in_that small state ; and. in-
*'deed @ happy ‘intelligent people, are. well pleased
with our administration, Other’denominations have
.many respectable congr: wations, T belicve that
“there are very few in thiabstate, who miy not haye
the bread of life’ without going fur forit .
“ T nowy sir, leave'you and your friends to_judge
" whether you ave acted - the part of a candid, unpie-
Jodiced Minister of thi .ggsp,é?; 1 your yépresenta-
Db, You have, 'sir, been unforliunate enough to de-
Hounce those pliices in'particulas, where the blessed
Gad, has in 4 glériolis manner poured lis _gracious
Uiniftaences on the souls of thousands : and I think
" that any Teeling, unprejudiced lieart, must be melted
“info tenderncss in seding, what [ have seen in the
southern states'“among the poor Africans. I have
“net d doubf bt téns of thousands of them have been
‘made'the sulbijééls of 'frec grace, and unbounded
‘mercy, T will exercise s much .t’:fxari} yas the na-
ture of the subject admits of’; but ‘T must think that
You have evinced' a decp roct of prejudice, and Tatd

C %)

a [oundation for remorse, unless you have done ig

ignorantly, . . |

Much the same yague aceount has heen given by
you of the state’s'nfDél_evy‘afre,'"é.{p_d Virginia, and that .
- vagt tract of. country, containing (as yon Bay) two
With respect to Ges ]
Tositively, that there are not more than ten qualified

million of sanls.

for the ministry. in the whole

have never been in that state, but'l am well acquain-

ted with private gentlemen and

that cqnn;ry-and:i-&é','}i__nh&hilt,ii'gifﬁ- _ —be-
side their testimony, I have the records of the church”
and 1 am autherised to say, that we have rising of .

ten thousand church members,
congregations in propocjion, in

wise we have circuits, congregations, and ministers
in thestate of Louisiana.. Nof many persons of in-
formation will be sufficiently credulous to believe,
YOour report ;. the business seems to be, that  there
e not. many of your ordet in those  parts of the,

are not. .man
union. e
would-haye been better received
boldly, and said,—TMdre at
ministers of our sentiments in

do not believe it pussible to have ministerial qualifi-
cations without secing as we see, of course all others
are ignorant, aud unqualified for the ministry ;—at

ieat they carey bat a very dim

smgy.‘;tapgr-:—we-\}'dift:, five thousand more of ‘ons
sentiments, and as our seminaries are insufficient,
let us stir up biu-St-._]\re"qj,,r'a.iae an

gather the indigent young men :

them on our own model, (asthoy will.be dependant on
on us) and send them forth to su
- A8 one man fo a thousand : then

Parsons of infclligence, (hink tha
b pus..

iére are about thiee thousani

Senta tn (00 005 g

o Georgia, you say,
state.—[page 8.] I
-migi,stars'. to whom
are familiar ;—be- |

and ministers and .
that state. Like-

%ﬂI.JLO _come o

i o

ited States ; we

light,” like "unto a
immense fupd, and
we can better form

PRLy the continent,
our great famp wll!
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yiiine forih to the extinguishing of all tle tapers—
those ignorant beings also, will no longer be an im-
pediment to out establishment as on a rock, and
then we shall have fine times.®

1t does not require much penetration fo discover
something of this beaming through your address.

‘Many seem at a loss to know, agarinst whom you
Tovelled your artillery. Perhaps the most general
opinion is that it was pointed against all those who
are not of your pMnciples, and that you wish to he

.ihe prevailing people through the United States.

Supposing you to have selected three thousand
Miuisters—the Baptists, {n their yarious sections;
4in'the United States are numerous ; and the Metha-
dists, including the local and itimerating Ministers,
and licensed Preachers, have about the number you
gpeak of—then if we reckon the Ministers of the Pro-

testant Episcopal Chyrch, Moravians, Lutherans,

Quakers, &c, &c, you? ope to a ‘thousand would be
overrun. .

ight a8 you fo choose their Ministers, and

warship} but you fall on them, and set. the
nought. Look over your pamphlet.

ﬂ‘ T "" -
Weore some other denominations to, turn thig"tables”

which you have represented as destitute of the Mimst

and the greater part of the seclion of " Rhode-Island,

which you denounced, have only relinguished their claim

to Ministers of your parficular order, and _attached

ihemselves fo a miristry which, as a free and enlight-

gned f‘eaple they prefer. L
The abeve note I received

#Tt appears that those parts of the Praviﬁcc%@i@;_'f :
nstrys

from a minister of the

Gospely who has travelled and lgboured mueh s thast :

partss

aréin afree country, and I'should”
suppose ,.lhai.,qthqn: _Jenominations have “ﬁ%ﬂﬂfgf_
i all at
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and in & collecfive mannerto say as much of yuuv
people : For instance-—were they to say you area
ect of unregenerated men, who make a trade of the
gospel, and want to ¢rush every other denomination-
—That your eollegians, undetermined what profes-
sion to take till a little before commencement, & then
Boinz told (or conscious themselves)that they have

o

not talents for the bar, weredivided for a time, be-

" tween the Physician & Divine, till at leagth they pre-

ponderate in favour of the latter—come out under n
glimmering profession of religion, and say they are
called to the ministry. Alter studying fora few
months a theology which will no more hold tegether
than a rope of sand, they take their saddie-bags, and
go in search of a call 3 when they find a salary to
their inclination, they settle down, and read thelr
sermons on the Liord's day and are move anxious for
the fleate, and to peraecuts and try ta deive other
denominations out ef town, (especially if the Lord
should begin to bless their labours) than for the fack
After years ave elapsed, not a soul by their means
has been brought.to the knowledge of Christ ; and if
awakenings should take place in their vicinity, they
are sure to raise disputations, throw colil water o3
the work, and if possible put out the fire.  That
though they profess to be learned, they are only
smatterers, and have no spiritual qualifications for
the ministry. That the ‘Head of the Church never

. sent them, and that they have nothing beyond an out-

ward profession. 1 would ask, Sir, how you and
your people would like te be. treated, as a colleclive
body, in such & mode as this, inthe public print
And do you not suppose that other people have feek
ing as well ae yourselves 7 Your addres, {eomivg
from the seat of learning,) should have been clothed
with wisdomn, medesty, and bamility ; amd then yors
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wouid have taught that pure scriptural lesson, ¢« Ty

“dojustly, tolove mercy, and to walk Lumbly with

God.”

Some gentlemen were making ‘themselves vely
merry about your calling ou your- peaple to feel for
the inhabitants of {hat moral wililerness (as you
tetm it, page 6) laying near your state, com-
prising West-Chester, Putnam and Dutchess coan-
ties,—'The gospel does not prosper in that oblong as
we couldl wish, owing to some hindrances, which !
hope will be moved out of the way ; however, we
have about seventy congregations in your moral wil-
derness, and about three theusand church members,
{not including the city of New-York) most of whoem
are bapp. in God : we have - penctrated to ‘the feet

. and tops of the mountaing, and many in the midst of

the mountains and vallies can shout the jraise. of
God. In almost every neighborhood the people may
have the bread of life from the faithful ministers of

1 Christ, who arc able to divide the word. However

1 can'tell you for your encouragement, that it is pro-
bable, should you' send oné or fwo aof your indigent
young men, they may find'a home, especially if they
are plous, and can be satisfied with a small salary

Asyou did not discriminate in Your atldress, so as
clearly to designate any particulur sect, some of my

« friends (possessing both penetration and erudition, )
* ‘hinted to me thet they thoughtyou had the Methodiste
in view.  'For seviral reascns | would have evad.

ed suck an impression. "T'he Methodists fret arosein
London;, with Mr, J. Wesley, (anler Gody) at their
head : bis Liother Charles, Ingham, Wlhitefield,
Hervey, Morgan, and dthers; compesed the frst
society.,  All those gentlemen were warm from col-
lege, aud begen to preech sulvation by taith,through

the alonemerits of te Saviohs; Many were awak:

“dless and give glory o God for 2, -

(. #1LY)

eéned and brought into gospel liberty.. Those wera
all high-toned churchmen. of the established order.of
Great Britain. , gk lite b .
Among the subjects of grace; was a Mr. Maxfield
who was moved:by the Holy Spirit, first to exort in
public, and then, to preach, "The power of the Lord
attended his. word, many were awakened & brought
to experience a change of heart, through his instru-
mentality, sud many were astonished and focked to
hear the word. Some said, slop him, we must net
suffer lay men to preach. Mr. Wesley replied, nay,
lest we be found fighting against God. After Mr,
Wesley had full proof of bis call from God, he gave

‘him a licence fo preach, and sent him on a'cireuit,

and a glorious work went on.® Mr Wesléy never
decried learning, but pressed vpon his pupils the nc.
cessity of deep study. _ TG i3
Let any candid man asl, has there been so great
a work carried on in any part of Europe, as has
heen going on in Great Britain and Ireland, frim
before the middle of last century, If it should be
asked, by whom was this great work carried ond [
answer, by just men as it pleased the Lord to em-
ploy, whether learned or unlearned. It is true; Mr.
Whitefield and bis followers, at an early period with.
drew and furmed a 8eparate. connection; but
there are at this time, in the British connection, 'a-
bout two huodred and thirty thousand in close mem-
bership, as Weslevan Methodists. - kn England and
Wales alone, they have, I am informed; gne. theu-
sand chapels, accvwmodating one thousand hearers

—— S——

X From lience began an, Itineraling Ministry amdng
us, which hag been so wonderfully blest through oa-
rious parts of dmeriea, as «well as in Europe, and e
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.«an an average ; ‘which makes an aggregate of oné
‘million hearers. =:I'have no doulit but’ that connec-
tion bas becn, and still is favoured with' men, wise;
andlearned : among them are foar commentators,
who would do honor to any denomination. 1am far
from saying that they are all learned, and what sect

¢an say it! but we maintain ‘that'grace, and a call
~ from God, ave the prinaipal parts, and that without
them, we should be es sounding brass and as a tink.
ling cymbal. : ' :

In this.connfry we arc people of a ‘comparatively
pecent standing 3 and we have to lament; that Wwe are
ot advanced as far in grace and wisdom as we couid
wish 3 but we hopé we are on the rise, This F'can
say, 1 believe thereis no connection on the contl-
nent tvho usg greater precautions than we do'in se-
lecting pious and qualified men for the ministry..
When we have proof of the piety, gifts and useful-
ness of a man who offecs himself ‘as 'a’ candidate for.
‘that lioly office,. we take himn inte ‘our schuol, di-
rect him to a suitable method  of study ‘and enforce
the necessity of diligence, in order to become a work-
man that need notbe ashamed, rightly dividing the
word. - 'The time of his gradation from the begining,
till'he enters into the full ministry, generally is not
less than five or six years. Duriog this time if'Le
does ot give us proof of his pisty, gifts, and useful-
ness in the:church, as a preacher. we send himbome.
Nowwhen he first enters our school, il ke has only

+a common English educationy 15 ¢rudious, and con-
tracts a taste for study, Defore be actains the full
ministry among us, he may attain no small degree of
- 'science, and lay a foundation for future improvement
whether in the dead or living languages.
A young man from college, Loasting his attain
ments, and ceasing to apply  himscll to sbardye wilt

LR

dwindle into a dwarf, whiie the other youth will be
vising higher and higher i piety, . kniwledge, and
usefulness.  Vavious instances, of ibhe kind 1 have
known :—Dr. Clark, the.commentatof,visioné. e
travelled, preached, and studied till he attained thir-
teen languages; and an-almost universal knoswledge
. of the sciences, and is now, principal in translating
for the Bible Society in London.  Ailady said to me
of a certain gentlemany *¢ The performance (is very
od, for that of an unlearned person.”'' How do
‘you know he is .an  unlearned; pevson . ¢ He has
never been to college,” s a .college: the exclusive
place to obtain learning, Madam - heis now trans-
- lating the Greels [Pestament, and will: probably also
translate the Hebrew. 'A. blockhead who goes to
college, will probably return a blockhead.
It was again ebserved tome by iy friends, «“They
", certainly did twean your people.”? Why so ¢ #They
w1 spoke so much of a regalarly educated; and settled
aministry, for they repeated it over and over again.”
J-abserved, if the excommunicated us for being itine-
+irating ministers, we would rejoice, for we were in
- good. company,—the blessed Saviour, his twelve
“Appostiss, the seventy whom be seut out! two and
.two, Timothy; Titus, andmany others, were travel-
lingministers, ) g o a0
t-appears that Ezra was an: itinerant ‘minister :
and that he and Nehemiah -sent out:men through
. tie Jewish nation to teach the people.. ' It-ia certain
‘that King Jehoshaphat, in liis happy reignssent out
_ g tribe of itinerant preachers:: - ¢ And they 'taughi
- in Judah, and had the book of  the law of the Lord
with them, and went about all the citics of Judah &
taught the people. And the fear of the lord fell up-
. on them,” &c. see 2 Chron. xvii. 6—11. Samuel
‘. was an itinerant minister; having a circwit which hp
travelied. 4 Sam. vii. 16, : o
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T'he settled ministers appear to bave been very

glow in the performance of their duty, and very pro-

+' bably they had become greater lovers of -money and

< ease, than they were of the welfave of the Church—

«4 their congregations appear to' have followdd thvir

examp'e, and they secm tothaveé-been resting on lalse
hopes, or [ast asleep in earnal securify.

1 dowbt not bat the itinerating ministers found a
difficulty st first with both priests and people jfor
wherever they came there was an alarm; but thanks

' be to God, votwithstanding all the epposition whetn-
er by priests or people, the good work went on, and
- many of buthiorders were obedient to‘the faith, and
there were great reformations. " e

Should they object to us on the score of learsing;
they act inconsistently; for when some of our young
minisfers, who had scarcely ‘steod wut their term of
probativiiyand were not better qualified than oup

agraduates gonerally ‘are; offéred tlicmselves to serve
onin their churches, they appeared to lay bold of thewm

4 . S,
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tlimmering light heaming through your performance,
lendsus to suppose, that as you are the ‘privileged
order in the eastern states, so you wish to be through
the whole union 5 and then, as in your own state, go
through the union, you can sit at free-cost near the
sessions of legislative bodies,

I shall transcribo a few lines from your sixteenth

- page. After inginuating that our government is dis-

tased in her vitals, you say ¢ A remedy must be ap-
plied to this vital defect of our national organization,
But what shall that remedy be ? There ean be but
one. The consolidation of the state governments
would make a despotism. But the prevalence of
nious, intelligent, enterprising ministers through the
nation, at the ratio of one for a thousand, would es-
tablish schools, and academies, and colleges, and ha-
bits and institutions of homogenious influence. Thede
would produce a sameness of views, and feelings, &
intercsts, which would lay the (oumdation of of our
empire on a rock.”” T .suppose such enterprising
men are to “undergicrd the ship,” according to a-
nother sentence in the same page, ¢ Undergird the

i avith awidity, for better for worse; fop after l::kah{gi!lg J
avisjdesy theythiought them fully adequateto: ithe minis- ]
bieotrys ) Indeed; 1 myself thought them a great: adqui-

ship.” “This scems to be a sea-phrase, but T supnase
the grammatical constraction would be, to bind (or

sitionrtorthe partyjasthey were very clever men.
So you sce Sir, the address of yoar Gommittee
i hsis immade a0 greatdalle in thp country, ambin fact, [
yuhave notbeard bnesingle peron in favourctit, I
- confessil Lavemy fedrs, thut yon havedaken unwar-
o rantable strides; andithatitis ndtaeligion’ altogetber
owhichsy buley oo viewl o bilpvesthie causecof! Gad,
and caie give the right - hand of: Téllowship to pious
L histisns job all devominations. I amis sorry . to be
laid under thisnecessity, and if Ebave used plainnhess
of specehyn it Jhas . been because b 'thowught;your
~address méritediity o dudeed, Heavbose bsamyanl
whom I serve, has tavght me toftatter do:mmmdthe

twine) about the bottors. I presnme by the shipy
you mean the government. I would advise you to try
and malke ths people of your own state, and of your
own chureh homogenial ; for I suppose there is 43
great a diversity of opinions in that, as in any of
the states. Till you have accomplished this worlk.

“perhaps you had better decline attempting to bind

{or twine) round the bottom of the general Govern-

Jent.

_Inmany piaces, on this confinent, upder the ol

“aristocracy, the prevailing religion (to the south as
“well as fothic east,) was established by law ; peopl®
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of il depowminations wera (vawn to it ag with & cart
rope, and some of the poor 1had their beds taken
from under them, and their cattle sold, to pay the
settled clergy. ‘The people of the donth haveso long
been accustomed to freedom in paying their respec-
five denominstions, that it will hardly be pracfica-
ble to bring them back to the old standard. .

Some gentlemen in the south, a few years 8o, 6x-
pressed a foar Jest the Mothadists {who were ang-
merous and consolidated body “through the union)
should be sufficiantly enter rising to get themselves
esteblished. [ would d.écFara upoa fhe house-top,
thetdul 1 know a minisier of that stamp in our con-

§ax .

nection, bad 1 twenty voices fhey should sl go in fa-

xour of excommunicating him,. 1 have said, soido

say, that 1 had rather be alope in _Fiatfrﬁmtght, thanin -

%‘mmoqian_. with & bierarchy estblished by law;; a8 ]
belieye it to be among the worgh.of evile.® £ :
. From the time Constantine began to henp riches
and honours on the Church, (and_Clergy,) she be-
gan, and continued to fall, till the Pope could put his
foot.on the necks of kings, The ‘Gospel is as free
as water, and though they who preach Lhe gospe!

S —

_#When I first went into Nio-England, about twen-
.seven years ago. I was surprised fo. nd  that gue

enomination had the pre-eminence over 1 e rest ings-
much as all had to pay them, unless they presented o
eertificale at their shrine, IEnew it was contrary o
the constitution of the U it&i%; tates, and could not stand
Eow easy wonld gtlbc:gi;' 2, c%’r'?hﬁiﬁ‘; to tolerate that
sect to tar themselees. and let them send in a certifi-
cate, specifick of their _.uuwil_liu%ursg to put, their necks
nder the yoke, an not trouble ol her depaminations, whe

of the low.

are willing to suppart their ministers witheu the dagh

(

' ' ghould live of the goapel,
intrinsic worth, that it ig 1

17 . %

yat.its influence ig of such
ymply suflicient o \ns piré

the heart, and open the hands of it advocates to pnp-
port the faithfulslaborens ambassadors. of the Sin of

God. without a compulsioe
The blessed Jewns sent ou
purse or scrip, When they rstur
you lack any thing 1 they sgid,
Did they go in parach of the -
» They went out and preached a full and
the heatts of the people werg . fo
' them every

hands opened to give

bf the voluntary puntrihpi'mna‘gif our
hppe cyer will be, while ¥
f such inestim

depagitaries 0

b

i iy my sincere opinion,

meddle with politics the betfers
government 3 our rufes are the .
sliguld respect and reverence

tion : we, as ministers,

them, and rejoice and be thank

under. the despotism exerc
We can worship God accor

consciences througl mercy, nona
ug afvaid, Under God let ua co
ship to our worthy patrong, the

them, that they, under

United States ; and let us love,
ay

luty.. Let u3 uncory
living God ;—let us en

8l arriyes safe iito th

<HUEe Vg TR s
m:l‘isb our: wished for

"':mwé}'ﬁ“ﬂsffhmﬁb the
‘digent young men mus

t us undergied

is supposed that should you be
y sign, we. sh

we are wort

able treasure.

that the less minisfors
We are under a free

free choiceiof the na-

fhe ark,
deavor to 1
e baven of

law of human institulion.
t his ministera withouf
' ned.}la'aaid-—-ﬂid
ford,
lafgest salariea? Ne.
free gospel 5
d, and ghsie
‘every thing Recessaiy. .
“Qur counexion 18, and always ans b '

een supported
peaple, and ¥
hy of being the

ful that we are not
ised in otber counfries.
Jing to the dictates of our .
being able to make
it the care of the

civil rulers of the
obky and pray for
b bring her safe inte
‘harbour. . We ministers, should know our place and
k, the Church of the
ead her on, vali
eternal repose.
‘able to accom-
ould have great
‘counfry. , However, your
t bs very enterprising:




[ - : e
2 ] - |
' ;'1 ¥
| P {
| - .T ? T
2 € 18 ) ' - ¢t 19
& fo bring oue thoysand to harmenise in youp senlit. i 5 thie decrees of Heaven. When you make up yonr
ments and plans; indeed the peaple, especially (hage “4uota of eight thousand, we must all be very loying
to tlie south, (& I hope throughout the union) wonhi and friendly, not persecuting .@_!" chi 'G!il’!gl's_,fﬂf'i*f we
ke ha_rily come into yourmeasures, with all the entop- should, there would be di‘i‘q,(lfu!‘_'i_’iqt_'_k_."-"_,_"'l_{ we 'ﬁ!x_qfu],d
'_ prise you, and your young men coulil be capable of! ' differ a little in our outward garb, or pliraseology, ‘we
I fear' your prejudices are local, and in my opin. i ‘must not get angry, and set’ cach otherat nought.
ion, it would be of mreat service to you, were you {n Should one have a greater gift, or be diore profound
: travel awhile, and hetome bettor acquainted ‘with ’ <in knowledge, or instremental in doing more good
“ men and things, angd lirm an acquaintanca with pious . ihan another, we q@ﬂ‘i.b;ﬁ!@b’..ﬁQ‘IU“}FCQ in the di-
\ Christiang, whose civil and religious ‘Principles difs SABOIWRELI ) 5 e s o ds SRS e Gin g
X Ter from yours, and probably you wotld be Jud to i * You know. that one of the disciples'sid to'hig Lora
{; ' exercise a greater degree of charity towards youp ¢ and, Master, * wa éﬁ,wf'énhcés'ﬁfﬁg‘fﬁuf,f 30",’?9'31‘ thy
" fellow travellers. We all have the same blesseqd - aame,-and he follaweth not us and _'_\__Y'p,_fvf!?i_'i!#?';hfhﬁ”.
: ‘g | gospel, and profess to be bound to _the same plaee; f Jesus-said unto him, Torbid him not,” f,&(f-_ " When
e ¢ If you profess fo be ministers of Christ, 0 do we, ' - Samuel was very young, the Lord called to him, he
W Iyou believo yon are éalled of God %6 do we, Do did not atfirst know it swas the Lord, till Eli told him
Fou toil and lahor iu the Messed work of God, night of -  When called again, the lad said, « Speak Lord, for
? _ and day ? so ¢ we, '?\l‘(}'*j“ﬁﬁf successful in Bring: + &by servant heaveth.” The;‘[_.;pi,"(il was'about to dis-
53 -+ Ingsouls to Chirist ; JLliope, soare we., Wo are'a iposeEliy and to app 'il;ft.-'Sa]'ql“fQ'l'j»_‘q' Eli.,i',#?!_:cnn_!c?@vﬂ
' ( Beople of recent standing in your state, and yob anp .0f tho ;-:g;'use,-ae;»,wﬁltg&_’llieﬁjﬁ‘éiiﬁ of it, und humbly
\ adorabile Lord has given ts abos Tour thoasand com.- - 2 qubmitted fo the divine appointient, % It is'the Lord
i3, municants there, an{ [ do believe, if yon will make S et him do what.scemeth him good 1 1 Sam. iii, 18.
8 |8 Jourself acquainted withi some of them, audl resolve ++  You may suppose that our principles are’bad.
fiaph Jmpaztial}{. You wili'think they have 1ot a less d¢- Ave you sure (hat Il yours are good 7 You believe
T sree of religion' than yoar own people,  They may - they are, or you would be blameable’if you did not
| ﬁ\ not, in general, be di rich, but T have o doabt th . give them up, and su shonld we, The pious, of all
[ m_.a? of them'ary happy souls. ‘I¢ is thought that we 4dengminations, belicve in the ,é_sdgy_t-ial' doctrines of
oy havé been the means of awakeuing hundreds ‘ia that he ghuistian rdligion.  £st. ‘The total depravity of
state, ‘wlhio Have gone o ‘{he communion of yor iothe human fawily, 2. The iviuity of ‘tlie on of
L4 _Church, "You h;nd_](‘sﬁ}j. We have no right to breal . % God. 3d. Thal Christ &ﬂ#ﬂ,ﬂé@!{f?’!‘fﬁh‘?Tedﬁ'?‘l’t“m
il faw DOR YOup gro “ﬁi'b“*?!?!:gﬂ.fw e back cov nound salzation of wan, 4th. That we cannotin part,
@ We have ,sﬂnﬁ.?dtht@éﬁfs’j‘m‘rx;n'tfx,-d, 0 are Scattorcl | - worin whole,merit salyation, 5th, ‘That ifever we are
q all over, "‘W@jiyjqfessf;lq;!:s;;isﬁt"af&ﬁ‘i]_";"ﬁi&*'&jﬂf"- | o brought from under the curse of the broken law, und
el yardis as p_'eé'fq?ds;' s it'is for You ;*\e are com- ' f,ﬁ_ma,d;m;m@-,:ﬁfﬁij:gtail.l,aii;ggﬁ‘sﬂ_i;vgtgdn,itpg'ust"he_by_tha
) Imissioned to' g0 wherever we have a place, and'a miiee, ace and, anbounded goodness of ﬁﬂ,";,‘}l—‘f?i(h
i F'r «Reopte Willing to hear ; & You stght not to object (8 . iitund through the meritorious rightousness of ¢ ielyh
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s Gth, [Itisthe dafy of every intelligent ereature tu
cherish every good motion of the Holy Spirit, and to
Le f_{lun_ﬂ in the use of means, not by way of menity
‘bt in the way of du_};y. _7th. It'is our privilege tc
_have an evidence from God, as Christians : or an
assurance that we are his adopted children. sth. It
is our duty, as children of our heavenly Father, to par-
la}lce.of all the ordinances of his house, and to wait on
him in the use of means, to persevere in well doing

until death, and receive the crown of life.
Do not evangelical ministers, and Christians of
all denominations, belisve these leading doctrines of
* ‘thegospel of Christ? Why 'tlien cut and slash our
fellow travellers, and cast off, or attempt tocrush all
who do not think with us ? Dare we bolster our-
. selves up, and say wisdom is to die with us? Have
g not other denominations in your state been blest in
_ their ministry as well as your own ? In future let
Ahe Igp{gﬁgﬁpf our lisarts and lipsbe, send Lord, by
. Whom thou wilt send, and lef the work' go on'end
. prosper.. It is by n¢ means your prerozative to dic.
tate to the Almighty, who he shall send into his
vineyard to de his work ; whether he shall have ac-
quired ome, twa or six languages,—Suppose 1 set up
my oriterion, and say, no man can be qualified to
preach, onless he understands the Hebrew perfectly.

NS Af you w:ant the critical reading of a passage'of scrip-
3 true, or the rooto any "partiésu!ar 'gvot‘d,-g':a have yCII’tl
(W, not recourse fo sume critical translatér, or to your
Vi texicon ? and do you not rather submit+to their cri-
ticisms, than your own ? ' anly @

Y Itis a very possible thing for a flian to have no
- more learning than John Bunyan had, and yet bea
& very successful Minister of the Gospel. Why did
I, , you uot say, as some of the Jews said of old—when

 hoy saw the apostles that they were unlottered men.

_—

6'21)

iliey took knowledge of them, that ‘they had been
with Jesus, The ministers of Jesus in our day,
must be with him, and taught, and inspired for the
work, by him, or they will do no good,—Sometimes
the Lord aises up men, (and qualifies them for the
great work,) of whom we would the last ' think.
For what parpose ¢ Tebring to nought the boasting
wisdom of the worldly wise. Look through the
blessed word and see David coming from his shecp,
with his sling and a few smooth stones, against Go-
liah. See Elisha, leaving his twelve yoke of cattle,
going through the Jewish nation, proclaiming the
gospel, and warning sinners against the works of
the devil. See Jonah, flying from the presence of
God te shun the cross, compelled, as it were, to re- .
turn and dealare the counsel of God te'the Ninevites.
‘See Amos, coming forth te the great work, from a
mong the sheep. And see that blessed company,

laying aside their nets and occupations, and going
forth through the earth, and proclaiming, * The
year of jubilos is come, retarn ye ransomed siuners
hﬂme." BNy 'Hi. ¥ [ ] L] ii
Now we come to the trying point.  Look through
Europe and America, and ses what great thinga the
Lord hath done within the last age. By whem? By
the very men that you have pointed your pen against
but bicased be God, we are confirmed in the opinion;
that Jesus is to day as yesterday, and will be the
game for ever. y S
" Had yon pointed out some scripture marks of a call
and qualification for the pure ministry, T should
have thanked you ; but you seemed to lay the wholo
stress on your seminaries, regularity, and settloment
all of which are only the letter. * As you neglected
the most important part, permil me "to touch on &
fow particulars, The firgt js, the sonl-regeneratims
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grace of God, and the knowledge of him a8 & siu-pat-
*doning God. The second is a call from God to the
work. The third is, a qualification for the work.
But how shall it be known that a man is called &
qualified for the work ? .~ : iy
4. Heshould have.an evidence, of God’s loye, &
e so. enlightened respecting.diving things, as in
somq gond degreeto understand the spirituality of
the holy scriptures, anq to know the way of salva-
on. o, D TR L i 5 5
2. A gift to edify, and a cordial reception from
ministers aud people.and to be .made. 3, blessing to
‘he C{hm'c}lo SE : : , _:";.:_.___ 34 S
.8, A purelovefor sonls, ...
4. Bleat in his labours inbringing souls to Christ,
~ 5. A loye for study, and a thirst for more grace
and wiadom, : 54 ‘
6. A humble, pious walk with God, accompanied

Iy :integrity of soul in his work, .

7., He can say follow me, as I follow Christ, giv-
ing evidence to the flock, that he tukes the oversight
not for filthy lucre, but of a.ready mind,
 Whom the blessed God thus sets apart to minister
in his sanctuary, he owns and blesses. ‘Their minds
are zraciously drawn out in the work, and they sigh
for the prosperity of Zion. I do not tell you how
many languages they ought to have ; but they know
that they poseess the langusage of heaven, Learniug
inexcellent, if it be not of that kind which ¢ pufieth
up.” God owwns and blesses his sorvauts, Literature
i8 not cenfined to colleges—there have been, and are
men of celebrity, as statcsmen orators, and ministers
who never spent one moniain a college.

Nouw Sir, I advise yvu to take your bible, and, read
it with prayer and candour, . Critically examine
fhe characters of these whbm God employed under

( 23 )

difterent dispensations, and at various times, to do
hie work, and you will find, that in your discrimiaa-
tions you usurped a prerogative which belongs to
God alone.

I hope, in future, that you," and your associates,
will be more wise and pious : you will then be less:
self-confident, and will find it casier to exercise
Christian charitytowards those who do not thiok in
every particular as you do. The place that now
knows us, will shortly know us no more for ever.
I have during the time of my ministry laboured for
peace, and I desire to have a charitable feeling for
all, as far as is admissible. Lt was with a degree of
reluctance that I undertook to write upon the occa-
sion, having a great desire to be in peace with all men
but duty seemed loudly to call. [ desirs neither the
honours, riches, or pleasures of the world ; but to be
a tollower of the adorable Jesus, whom I have loved
from an early part of my life, and indeed for more
than fifty years I have studied the holy scriptures
with pleasure.

I remain your sincere friend,
F. GARRETSON.
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