
fire ~:enn:esn:e flag . 

.JI 

,:f'IHE above, which, on April 17, 1905, was 

'1 adopted as the official flag of the State 

of 1 'ennessee, was originated and designed by 

Mr. LeRoy Reeves, an alumnus of the Johnson 

City High School, now a lawyer ;md Captain of 

National Guard at Johnson City. 

": The three stars are of pure white, represent­
ing the three grand divisions of the State. They 
are bound together by the endless circle of the 
blue field, the symbol being three bound together 
in one-an indissoluble trinity. The large field is 
crimson. The final blue bar relieves the sameness 
of the crimson field and prevents the flag from 
showing too much crimson when hanging limp. 
The white edgings contrast more strongly the 
other colors. 



THE TENNESSEE FLAG. 

DESION BY LeROY REEVES 

-QILL covering same introduced in the House of Representa-
--J.J tives by Representative Faw, and in the senate by Sena-
tors R. H. McLaurine and Douglas Wikle. 

Colors: Large field, red, (crimson); circular field an<l bar, hlu(·; 
stars and edgings, white. 

Description: The three white sto.rs repre ·ent the three di\'i~ions 
of the State. They are bound together by the endless circle of the 
blue field, the symbol being three making one, or three bound tn ­
gether in one-an indissoluble unit. The crimson fiel<I of statehood 
suggests still further the idea of unity, as well as of the common pro­
tection. The final bar of blue relieves the sameness of the crimson 
field and prevents the flag from showing too much crimson when 
hanging limp. The white margins contrast more strongly the other 
colors. 



TENNESSEE STATE FLAG. 

Adopted April 1z , 1905 . 



TENNESSEE ST ATE FLAG. 

Adopted April 1 z. 1905. 

Jj1mbols of Statehood 

FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Pledge to the Flag 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag o f the United States of .-\mer­

ica , au<l 10 the Republic for which it stands ; one ),/ation indivis­
ible. with liberty and justice for all. 

Old Glory 
'William Dri1·er, master mariner. a nat i1·e of Salem, :\[assachusetts, was 

born :\larch Ii, 1803. At the age of n,·elve he went to sea as a cabin boy. 
In 1831 , he was master of the brig Clw rlt's Dagget t, about to sail on a voyage 
aroun<l the world. His townsmen presented him with a large bunting flag 
in commendation of his services upon the sea and his well -known love for his 
country's emblem. 

As the flag was hoisted to the masthc:i<l of his ship, and the colors unfurled 
to the breeze, Captain William Driver shouted, ''I'll call her Old Glory. boys, 
Old Glory." Thus, the United States flag was named Old Glory. 

[ '.!0\l ] 
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TENNESSEE ST A TE FLAG. 

Adopted Apri l 17, 1905. 

~ .. ~ 

T~nnus~~ Stat~ Flag 

< De,i.i;nerl by Capr. LeRoy Reeves, .Johnson City, Tenn.) 

. .\n ol,lung !lag or hanner in length one and two-thirds 
its wid rh. , he large or principal field uf the ,;ame ta be oi 
red r·olo r. bur ~aid /lag- or ba nner ending ar its free end in 
a perp .. ndicular har of ulue of uniform wid th. running from 
side ro side-that is to say. from the top to th1:, bottom of 
s9.id lla::r or ban ner-and sepa rated from rh1, red field by a 
narrow st r ipF- ur margin of white uf uniform width. th':! 
wi1Jrt1 of rh.- white stripe to he on e-fifrb that of the blue 
bar, and rhe rota! wiclr h ot' rhe bar and stripe cogether to 

he one-eighrh of the wi<lth of the flag. In the center of 
,he r<:d field shall be a smaller circula r fi eld of blue, sepa­
raterJ from rhe :;urrounding reel fi., 1,1 uy a circular margin 
,,r stripe or white of a 1miform will rh and of the same 
width a!! tht snaighr margin or strip.- first menrionecl. 
The br.,aclrh or diameter of tht- <:ircnlar blue liE·lcl. exclus i\·e 
nr the white margin. shall he er:ual ro one-half ot' the width 
o( thf' flag. 

fn si,l" the c·in·ula r blue rle!d :;hall be three fin~-pointed 
;, ian; of whire distribmed at ec;ual inten-als around a point. 

1.he <:e nt e r or the hlue field. and of such size ant.! arrange­

menr. thac one poi nr of each srar shall approach as nearly as 
prar·l !cable witho ut a ctually touching one point of each of 
the orher two around rhe cen ter point of the blue field , and 
the l wo om e r points ot each star shall approach as nearly 
as po!lsibl e without actua lly conching the periphery of the 
blue field . The arrangement of the three stars shall be 
such that the centers of no two stars shall be in a line 
paral11:,J with either the end or the side of the flag, but in­
termediate becween the same. and the highest scar shall be 
the one nearest the upper confined corner of ihe flag. 
(Cha peer -Hl8, Acts of 1905. ·, 
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An act to aesi nate , 
State of Tennessee . 

dopt ,9,nd rlP.clare ~. (lag, or hmm er, for the 

Section 1. ~ it en .cter'I bv ~ Genere,l As~erhlv of~ Stq,te of 
Tennessee: 'l'hat a flag , or )aimer, i!=: hereoy desi~n9.ted r.ind nrtopted, 
and declared to be the flag , or banner, of the State of ~ennessee, ~.ich 
f l a~ or a11 ... 1 er s?-ia,11 be of the f ollowi11~ c'I e siP-11, colors ~!ln proportions, 
to-·vi t : 

An oblong fla or hq.nner, in ll'\ng th one Rnd t 1 o-thirrs tir'1es its 
,..,.in.th, t 1e l~.r«e er _ rincipal fielci of s .me to be of color red, hut s ia 
fla , or anner enrt in ~ a.t its fr e or o,i ter end, ii.1 a perp ,11,1 icvlar bRr 
of ·jlue..,of v i:~orn width, r1i1Hiing fro:r, ~ine to sine, that is to say, 
froI11 top to bo t tom of !='.aid fla or b~.nner, ~il' sep8.rate<i fror the red 
fielri by a narrow margin or stri,Je of , hi te , of 1111iforr1 ""'idth; the ,.,.idth 
of the 'Yhite strine to be one-!i::th that of the blue bar; and the total 
ufirlth eif the bar aiHi stri1J., tog~ther to be eq,ml to one-cit""hth 0£ the 

· i"lth of the flag . 
In the center of tl e red fieln shall be 11. snnller circular fi.eld. 

of blue, epPraten frc:::1 t} e surrounctinr- red field b~r q, circ11lRr nar"'"in 
or ~tripe of vhi "..~

1
;.2,f_ ui i::orn '"idth nd of t h e sane 1vidth as the straigr..t 

m8.rgiu or stripe"~ r entioned . Tbe i1readth or di~"'eter of the circ11l~.r 
blue fieln., e:1:cl11sive of the ,hi te rgill, shall be eqnE1.l to one-!!9.lf 

of ·t11e "ridth of t e fl1.::, . 
Iw·iie the circular blue fieln shall h~ three five-poillted stars 

of .hite, ,ji tri·o1·tcci D.t c1:-p 1A.l i.ntervnls n.ro1111r'I 11 poi11t, tl ~ ce11te:r of 
the blue field, and of 11ch size a11d a.:rr9,11..-err,ont tL t one point of each 
star !=;hall pro~ch ri.s clofel;r ~s prn.ctic hle witho11t ri.ct1rn.ll? touching 
one poL,t o" ~:J.c,.1 of the other two, A.ro1111n th., center point o:f t 1 e field; 
and the t 1vo onter points of 1~9.ch c:t"r slmll uproach a.s rierirly r:i..s prc1.c­
tic ble, ithont ~ct1ally touchin~ the periphery o:f t 1e blue fielrt . ':'he 
arr 11a:er11e1.t of t · e thre stars shall oe s11ch t h"'t t ::e centers of no t1.vo 
stars $hall be i1.1 a line p3.r11.llP.l to ci ther the Ririe or enrt of the fla ,, 
but i11ter1ediate l)etveen sare; q,,.d the llip;1.,st cti:tr s!mll be t .1 e one 
... e:;:.rest the upper co11fin ,rt corner of the fl g. 

section 2 . B~ it f 1 1rther enacten that tLi~ act shall t ke e:fect 
fron " ri aft .,r its u ~SA. e, th, public elf re re1111irin., it. 
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HF.RBAS a state flag or hanner h s b~ .n duly provic .d by a 

or th Atate of' ann.RRee : 

And herea.. varionR sj.s , r Rt at.es c'lisp ay on prop ,r oconaions 

th .ir tate :fl gs , and Tenn .a eP. sho 1.ld do J.i e i e : 

And ere s there is now in t .e StatA Lihrnry at t. . c pi tol 

a flag pr.sentad or t 1R pur ORP : 

hat the ~up rint .nn .J t o th <:ap:l tol h . , and he i P-r.ny 

dir .ot .d t.o emus . tl e ~t t . f'lae to he lo ro. t 

upon the rlo e o th , capi 1.o l, during f ir ,at, er , on all ays d 1.r­

ing ·hj.ch t. e:. Leg:l :iJ. t, tr . :I..,, in sesA:i.on nnd on all stat, . no liclay . • 

Re it f"u.rthRT rAHO:tv .d 

the r.ap j_ tol l e , and he i 

.. r-tt the a:ror . mid R l.J)P. intend ,nt, or 
er .by au 10,..iz d and direct .d to pnr-

ci ase, . rl y as })r c. i.ic hle , t · o r gul t :i.on Tennes. ee f'lags of 

size 6 -reet, hy 10 feet,, or use a for. aid , at a tot.al cost of 

not exo ,eding t, :lrt .en a.o:i.1.arn, nd t at. id arrio mt exp .nd~ct he 

incJ.udf'd in the g n .:r J. ppropriat.ion hill ; nn that in t e u:~ ntiMe 

he use , 10 cg no in th , Li ;:rary A h -ro . 1 ntioned . 



H 'JiA~, her.to or , by •. cu . Jo:i.n R. olution o . 13.0 thi 

· resent, Cl..ner l A, mh Y, t or t.l . cripitol 

oh fo:r t . upon the o · i toJ , ins t OU 

I, 
/µ 

t o r . ·ul tion Tmn :30, t-- t , l g. of' :tz, t. r1 , t , t ;1 

total cost o~ not ,XC, ding t irt .n do 1 ~rs, t1id e ) ,n itnr to 

h din th, g.n r 1 ~P ropri tion bill : 

And h :r ,a. t , s id s 1p j_nt ,nc ent o t· , c i 01 i · f' o 1in-

on t e.t t pro 1 ~ r . too . r 11 o nticnc'! : 

rnh t -ro rint.nd.nt or t , C pi tol . , 1 ne 

is ie~~ .by tut. Ol 111 ,d in t u ,t .d to u·i t l s of 

a iz It. by 20 f. ,t' n a co t 0 not , C din .fi ... y 

dO.l r 0 bo rl t t ici ut.orized p .nct.1 tur, b incl.1d ,d 

in . g n r 1 propri t·on bj_ll . 
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ORIGIN 

Tcnncssee 1 3 St~tc Fla3 h~G hed a comJar~tivcly brief 

but ints~estin~ h~story. Hot until 1905 u&s a legal step 

taken ·co adopt n fla:; of distinctive design, althou3h prior 

to that time, o.ccordinG to unofficial recollections, numer­

ous mal.:eshifts vve re more or lesc prevalent on unv .. sual occas­

ions . The:::e varie d fr or:: the desic:;n of the St,n 1 s and Stripes, 

but plainly were co pied therefrom. r;ouov3 r, no record of 

any particular dosi 0 n i0 to be found . 

In April , 1SO5, the ~enn3 a:::cc Legislature e~~cted a 

bill drafted by Capt. LeRo~ Raev0s of Johnson City, in which 

it 1;'!:1S provided thc-.t the Sto.te c:.c.:Jpt o. f l aG iior b8.nnor
11 

we;..r­

inc reel., y;hite , and blue colorG, s.nd with a desi0 n boc.1.rins 

upon and en...1-i~mcing t ho unity of U-io s·c1,1 te Is throe 2'.rand di vi­

sions uhich c.;ro.dually j o .~ncd each other for the forr.1ation of 

the YfrlO 1 G • 

Form of Flas 

Captain Reeves, v1ho at t hat tir,1e was ~ mom1]cr of the 

1..Chird Rogincr.t, Te:nn;:,s soc Inf'c.nt::-y, r,1c.dc a l)rof ouncJ. contri­

bution to the patrio ·cic life of hin s tat e in t he clcsiGn ho 

mudo. he proposed a rad field tippocl by bars of blue and ~h itc, 

and upon the center of the field to b e described~ circle of 

blue c.nd v1hitc into which three Yihito stars uro ir.ipos-::d. 'l'he 

::itc.rs rcpr·:;::;ent th0 thr0e poli ticcl di visions -- Ec~st, Midulc, 

D.nd ~-i0st--tho circle rGpr-::,::icnt::i unity. CD.ptcin Reeves 
I 

intent 

in mc1l::ing the st2.r:J v,hitc \'TU ... to :::;lloYT purity; tho blue, its 

11 loft:·· o.ims 11 , o..nd the red field r::,prcsc.nt~tivo of tho fume of 

•. 
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Tennessee ns a whole. 

Sponsors 

Two 0cnators, both of v1hom, incid0ntc.lly, represented 

Middle Tennessee districts, introduced and secured passage 

of the bill which did not rcc wi vc a dissenting vote. Tho 

Senators who secured its passage v,ore: Dougla::i Vliklo, repre­

senting the twenty-first scnatori~l district, composed of 

Eickl.,10.n, V-/illiamson, and Cheatham Counties; and R.E.Mc­

Laurine, repres enting the twenty-second senatorial district, 

com~)oscd of Giles, L2.Vlrcncc, and Wo..ync Counties. 

The Bill 

The follovling is the Reeves bill, r,hich in i tsclf is 

o.. complot c and colorful description of tho flag. 

Section 1. Be i'c cnaet cd by the Goncrnl Assembly of thc· ·.Statc 

of Tennc.sscc, That a flag or b2..nncr is hereby dcsic;natcd and 

ad.opted and declared to be the flag or banner of tl-:c State 

of T~nn~sscc, vhich flag or banner shall be bicthe following 

design, color, ~nd 9roportions, to wit ---

A n oblong flag or banner in l~ngth one-and-two-thirds 

times its width, the large or principal field of s~me to be 

of color rod, but so.id fl~g or banner ending nt its fro0 or 

outer end in a perpendicular bar of blue., of uniform vlidth, 

running from side to side--that is to say, from top to bottom 

of said flag or bannc.r--2,nd scp2.r2.tcd from the red field by 

a narrou m2..rgin or stripe of white of uniform uidth~ the 

·width of th:.. wl:.itc stripe to be one-fifth that of the blue. 

bar; c:;.nd th0 total v!idth of tho bo..r o.nd stripe to[s,:.,ther to be 
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oquo.l to onc - ;..ii::-hth of tho width of the fl2.3 . In the c1..,nteir 

of the; rod i'i.:-ld s:1c:.1.ll br::, 2. ::;ir.1ilc.r circulc,r d.c..ld o I blue, 

sep~rct~d from th\., surroundin:.:_; red fic.ld bv a circulc.r mo.rr::in u ~ 

or :::trip.:. of 1:1!-1itc of uniform v1idth and of th,:. Go.r.1c r1idth as 

the str.:ti[{ht mc.rgin or ,Tc ripo first m0ntion0cl . T!-ic br . .,::.,dth 

or cl.i2.r,1ct(.;r of the circul~r blue f .i. .:-, ld, cxclv.oi vu of the r:hi tc 

mc.rgin , :::hc.11 be.. 0q1.-1.al to onc-hclf of th . ., width of the flo.g . 

Ins~dc th~ ci~cul~r bluu fiGld sh~ll bu thr~c five - point&~ 

st <1rs o:i.' \·:i1i t c, dist l""J_ but ~d .:. t ,:, q_uc,l int crvo.l::; c.ro\,-:.nd a po:i.nt, 

the c~nt~r of the blua f i ~ld, end of ouch ~iz c ~nd ~rrnnse~cnt 

t h~t one point of ~~ ch st~r shall ~ppro~ch aa clos0ly un 

prQctic~blc ~ithout ~ct~~l ly touching on~ point of ~a.ch of the 

other t·,,10 c.round tli..:. ~.1.nc.1 tvro 

without actually touchinG the pcriph~ry of the bluo field. 

t ors of no t uo sturu sh~ll b ~ in~ lin~ p~r~llul to cith~r 

the side or end of thc. flc. c; , but int s rr.1c.dic.tc bctri0c.,n ac,r.1.:.:;; 

.::::.nd th-: ln.:_:he,::it st .... r s h.:::.11 be tb.c ono n ;::,c.rcst ·ch . .:. u~)pe,r con-

fined corn~r of the fl 25 . 

ScctJ.on 2. Bu it f-:..'!.rthvr . .,n::. ctcc1 , Thc.t t:i.1.ic net shc.11 

t ~1.,. ', 
'--•"-'--' 

rGquirin3 it. 

P~::;aed April 17, 1905. 

·, ;·. r: .A barn2.thy, Spc,.:::~l-;:-::-r of th-:. Houu..:, of Rc.,pr..., r~""ntc. t:i.vca. 

John I. Cox, Gov1..,rnor. 



DiJ.iGcnt sc.,o.rch throu::::h re., cord:.:; c.nd c.rc~u vc.,s of the 

St~tc., of T(.,nnG~G-C did not rcvval ~ny TiidcGpr~cd effort to 

to s-c.:-.to hcrv th2.t the flc.g m-..s promptly me.do ~- vitc.l pc.rt 

of th0 life of the st~tc end since its cdoption h~s sh~rod 

the devotion it deserves only nith tl1.c fL.'..g of our country. 

Outotc.nd-.Lng c:r:iong tlir. published vJOrl:[.; on the flc.g ( indeed, 

the only nork found) u:-.s the poem ,.n .... it·c::.n by the. l~tc John 

Trot~ood ~oorc, ut~tG li~r~ri~n ~nd ~rchiviat . It follows: 

Thr.:.c s tc.rG Ul,,on c. ;-_;l~y o:: b lue, 

A snou-ghitc circle 'round; 

Thr(.,C grc nd divisions ctrong end true 

By kfnship 1 s circle bound; 

And one is Ee.st , end one is ~es t, 

And one is Middle ~round. 

Three ntc.rs V!it:tlin c. cj_rclc. v1hitc 

Upon~ crimson field, 

Thr.:;c hcro-stc.rs th:..:t l0d the. fight, 

The soul with cour~gc stvel'd; 

And: one ~~~ Jo.c~son 1 s, on~ w~s Polk's, 

And one w::.fJ Johnf.iont s shivld. 

The circl( iG for unity, 

The. 0luc, its loft ~ira; 

The: •;rhitc Gtc.rs [~re, for pt1.rity, 

The red field iG thGir fcmc. 
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Thay rose ~bovc Kin3 1 s Llount~in hcisht~ , 

At Nc\7 Orlc.:.nc th-~y lvd, 

From ~Gxico to Fl~ndcr 1 8 Fi~ld 

Tll"y guc.rd our h~ro doc.ct. 

:i'hr0c .,,-i.:;c.r::.; u)on ::. f ic. ld of blue , 

God k~~p th~s atrong end free--

One stc.nd::.; for me, one ct.:-.ndn for you, 

• 
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