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souls were savingly converted to God; and seventy persons werg.
received on trial in the church.

The great truths of the gospel of Christ were clearly explain-
ed, and powerlully applied to the consciences of the numerous
liarers; many hardened siers were sofiened, and appeared {o
be ratienally convinced ol the everlastiye importanee of religion.
Lukewanm professors weie stitred up} and encouraged to double
theiv dilizence in the work of God. » Bac waliders weve Lappily
dpimed.and the chiliren of Gol weze analiled [ rejoice wilh

-able anduull of

- Linst the labors of this meeting will be remembered with
ihanxlulness and pleasure in the great day of cternity.
: i

An extra camp-meetﬁyg was held, on the 9th to 13th ultimo, ut
Horsc Creck camp-ground, on J oneshorough circuit, Sullivan
county, where God met with his people, in great 11}61‘03',» and dis-
played his power in saving souls from the guilt and power of sin.
About twenty were supposed to have been'“born of the spirit,”
and twenty-seven were added to the church. If one soul is infi-
nitely more valuable "than a thousand glohes of gold, what must
be the importance of those mcetings where only one poor sinner
is converted? May- the Great Head of the church superintend
them, and make them more than ever usefu‘l in “converting sin-
ners from the error of their ways.”

French-Broad District—Prospects on the district, at this time,
are quite flattering. God is still owning the faitliful labors of his_

- servants; and, from present appearances, we are encouraged to
expect a considerable ingathering of souls before the session of
our Aumual Conference. “Paul may plant, Apollos may water,
but God must give the increase.” * And how cheering to a minis-
ter of God, to know that the promises of his divine Master arc
‘““yea and amen.” “They that sow with tears, shall reap witl
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« THE “CALVINISTIC MAGAZINE.»

| H: t-herg b.e any cause: o earth, which requires ca'ndid,: fair
dealing, it is the cause of truth—the cause of God. * And wio-
ever Would advance his notions of religion by any other than hon-
ol.'nble means departs from the true spiritof the gospel, and rather
njures than abets it, inthe view of competent judﬂ'esf Itis pos-
sible, bowever, for men of mfluence, in a éonnnu:ﬂ;y, to get up
temporary and falsé standards of propriety, and by their example
and sanction, éorapt the taste, aud sway the judgment of their
adherents, until the rel propriely and fitness of things shall Laye
heen lost sight'of.  This s frequently the case in 1'eligia'ﬁs cot-
troversies. '+ And how far it is the case in a “Dialogie,” publish-
ed in the May number of the “Calvinistic Magazine,” purporting
to be a conversation hetween a “Calvinist and Methodist,” {he
rcader may judge when he examites a fow exiracts.  Page 146

of the Magazine, the Methodist is represented as énquirinw ni"
the Calvinist as follows: “What is the reason ihat.Galv.inic;tic
ministers so often preach Hethodust doctrines? &e. On being rc-
quested by the Calvinist to state What ‘doctrines? &c. heis re-

presented as answering, “That it is the duty of all men to ceasc
io'do evil aud learn to do well; that the atonement of Christ is
infinitely ‘meritorious; that the Redeemer will cast out none that
come 1o him; that the Lord has no pleasure in the death of sin-
ners,” &c. &e. | ~

In this quotation, we discover the two-fold design; first, to de-
ceive and mislead the Calvinists; and, secondly, to nrisrepresent
the real objection that would be raised hy a Methodist,  Let us
briefly notice the prineipal clauses in this quotation;

First; “That the atonement of Christ is infinitely meritorious.” .
This expression; we find, is culled out from many others; to suit
the doctrine of atonement, as taught by the old Presbyterians
Methodists anfl Hopkinsians. - The Methodists never upbraid thé
Hopkinsians for Preaching"thc atoncment as “infinitely merito-
rious; but, for preaching an universal atonement. This, they ve-
ry properly say,is not Calvinism, but Hopkinsianism, so mixed
with other isms, as to deceive the simple, and lead themg astray.
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In this, as wellas i many other parts of the L'?ul\_'iuig_tiG M;ag,'-a'
zine, we discoveran artiul attempt to paln Hopkinsianism, m its
grossest forms, upon the community, as Calyinism!  ¥es, tl‘m
Hopkinsians teach, m common withthe Methodists, that (‘.‘-lu‘%st
died and made an atonement for the whole world, for all anen, for
ceery map; but this, Jolin Calvin, and his 1eal followers, the Pies-
byterians, never taught; therefore, when the Hoplinsians teach
it, a Methodist may properly enough say tothem, “you preach
Methodist doctrines.” .

The next clause in the quotation is, “That the Redecmer will
cast out noue that come to him.”?  No Methodist will repeat the
above clause as one of those peculiaritics of Hopkinsianism: for
which he censures him; but, he would accuse him of nconsisten-
cy for saying, that all have natural powerto come to Christ, l.}eli{‘e\-_
ing, at the same time, that some are “foreordained to damnation
and wrath,”? This is the doctrine about sinners coming to Christ
to which a Methodist would object; not as being i accordance
with Methodism; but, with Pelagianism.

The last clause is, “That the Lord has no pleasure in the death
of sinners” &c. &ec. This, sure enough, contains Methodist
doctrines, and is incompatable with Hoplkinsian decrees of eter-
nal reprobation; for, how it can be God’s decrees, good will and
pleasure, that a definite number of the human race shall be eternal-
1y lost, and yet haye no pleasure in their death, none but a Hop-
Kinsian, or one ecqually acquainted with the seerefs of the Deity
can ever tell.

A few lines below, on the same page, the writer goes on tosay,

«There is not a single gospel doctrine which our preachers
advance now, that they did not preach ages before the world
ever saw or heard tell of a Methodist,” &c.

We would ask the writer, if his preachers taught the doctrine
of a general atonement? of man’s naiuwral ability? of disinterested
benevolence, &c. &c. ages before the world cver saw a Metho-
dist? We think not.

A few lines below, the writer ranks among the doctrines of the
Methodists, the “contingent foreknowledge” of God.  Hereis an-
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uther altempt to nnsrepresént Methodist doctrines; for, all who
will put themselves (o the trouble, may see, by reading our stan-
dard doctrines, that we embrace no such sentiments.  We con-
tend, that cortainty is one thing, and predestinarian mecessity is
another; and, of course, that the infinitely wise God can foresee
an event as cerlain without having made it so, by an efficient de-
cree. -

We' could notice scveral other objectionable sentences in the
“Dialogue,” but deem them unworthy of particular notice; and
therefore conclude, with a few plain requests.

To the Editors of the Caivinistic Magazine. Gentlemen: as
you have come out quite plainly on some points, we would like
to hear {rom you on a few others.

Ist. ITow can a man do what God has decreed he shall nof do?
For example, how can a sinner repent, believe, and be saved’
whom God has foreordained to damnation and wrath?

2d. How can a man, who is destitute of morel power, be held
responsible as a moral agent, consistently with propricty and the
moral perfections of God, the righteous judge?

3rd. Camnot one of the Elect lose the favor of God as easily
as one of the reprobates can obtain that favor?. If the decree of
reprobation can be broken by the moral agency of the sinner,

may not the decree of election be broken by the moral agency of

. the saint?  Where is the ground of difference? Or, if the de-
cree cannot be broken in either case, where is the truth and pro-
priety of saying “Allmen can come to Christ and be saved?”

4th. How can a man so far do wrong by willing, thinking,
speaking and acling according to the decree, “‘good will and plea-
sure of God,” as justly to deserve eternal punishment?

5th. If God foreordained whatsoever comesto pass,” that men,
for example, should, among other things, lie, swear, steal, get
drunk, &c., and then, by his mighty energy, “work all these
things” in their heart, how can he, consistently, forbid these acts,
by his revealed word? Can the Deity have two opposing wills?
two oppnsite principles of action?
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To the Editor of the Holsion Conjerence Messenger.
West Tensrsspe, August 23, 1827,

DEsR Str: [na communication to you a fery weoks since, I

promised o notice some statements,  contained in a. document
published by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church:
This promise 1 would now redeem. B

On a close examnation of the conten(sof thearticle referred (o,

discover that the language used is so general and vague, that i

is yery difficalt to mest any pavticular point therein, while at the
same time it is evident (o every impartial veader that the whole
scope and design of this plcee, goes to misrepresent the moyal
and’ religious condition of the most of the sections of couliry,

wought to view in. this production. I say misrepresent—perhaps

I‘ ouzht to recall tlat word; fior although it is a misrepresenta-
tlon agrecably to our views of: the suliject, yet regarding the as-
sembly as speaking of their own chuteh ‘only, and according to
1he-ﬂﬂn-.~; of those who recogiize none as Ministers of the Gospel,
Or reguldr clérgipmen, but such:as ave classically learned, and have
pussued a regular course of theological studies, there IS mot so
greal a misrepresentalion, at least, so far as itFespecis elergynien,
as al firs| might seem fo exist. That you and your readers may
Judge mors correcily of this production, [will give you the foi-
lowing extract fiom tie “Appendix” to“the minutes of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Preshytevian'Chuvelk in ile United ' States
ol Ameriea, Philadelpliin 527, Paze 136, - '

“In swrveving the destitule setllements which: are withowt the
regular ministrations of the gospel; the remote Northern part of
the state of New York, the states of Ohio, Indiana, Alabuma,
Miss., Missquri, Geo., anil Kent'y., present themselves in moyrn..
ful array belore us. For altho”in all tiese are some reguler Jathful
ministers of Cheist, there is. au bnnwnse lerritory lying aeaste with-
out iahourers to eultivate it. Now and then a travelling missiomn.-
vy seatters e seed of the kingdony. Bup having none to suceeed
him the fruit of ks toil is closed; for want of efficient culiivation,
Of this we have painful evidence in the fact, that within the lim-
its of ‘a single Preshyterian the Synod of Indiana, Jive churehes
have become extinet, during the Jast year, from this cause. The
present distressed condition of these extensive: Westesn regions,
aud Gie asidly increasinge population, swhiel: fay surpasses  tlie
montass of ministers, furnish pressing motives to  exertion and
praser o the part of the chuiches, that the labonrers may be
et ; Al that these thousands of our feilovw siners may riot

i r 'the bread ‘and the water of life.  Phy are

=
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owr brefliven and_ they ery to us Jor help.  Let us not be deaf to
their enfreaties, lest “their eries enter into the ears ‘of the Lord
of Babaoth,” and he comeand swite us with a cursc.

“But from thiese scenes of mopal darkness, on which the heart
of the christiay, dwells with pain, we tarn your attention to more.
cnlivening defails, From ‘the lon’s den “and the mountains of
the leopards,” we woul] mvite you,” &e.

The above, Sir, iswhat the General Assembly of the Presby-
tevian Church, has said about the. moral darkness which prevails
almost universall ¥, over seven of these United States. _

Are not guch stafenients as the above; eoming from such
high authority, calculated to make a false impression, as'to the
moral and veligious character of the inhabitants of these states;
many of whom are justly celebrated for their deep piety and their
humble devotion 1o G:'ocl_?_ If g {oreigner or one unacquainted
with the real state of society, m the sections of country ahoye
ment oned, were 1o road this extract o what conclision would
he come, rolative to'the state of religion in these parts? Is not
the using of snch language as fhe above, vi rtnally saying, thay
because Presbyterianism has not teiumphed in these patriotic states
therefore the inhabitants: are in a melancholy state of moral
degredation?

But we: have heen told by some cnlightened and liberal Pres.-

hyterians in' this. section of country, that the character of the
Clytrelyis not to be judeed of by representations andstatementst
made by men liying castwardly, that they always misyepresen
the state of society, in tle Weslern eountry, on every othersub-
Jeetas well as. that'of religion. Task, in veply o this, was not
the General Assembly composed in part, of delegates, that is,
clergymen and others, from all these sections of country? ~ And
it is to' be presumed that these gentlemen could he ignorant of the
real'statt of society in the paris they represented?  And beside,
Sir, ishat the General Assembly, the higlest and most enlighi-
ened hody 1 the Presbyferian Charch, and if we are not to judge
of the yiews of the Church, by the statements which they malke,
from what more anthorised and responsible source, can we gain
information? This is not the first time they have thus spoken of
sections of country where other denominations are prevailing, and
theirs could not sacceed so well; nor is it the first time that their
erroneous statements have been - ealled in question and proven to
be incorreet? They have howeyer, still pursued the same uniform
course, on this subject, representing -sections of country where
they have but few clergymen, and where thedy congregations,

like Angel’s visits, are “few and far apart,” as being volved ix




568

51085 darkness, and neavly destitute of flic means of grace. Do
they not siill firmly, adhere fo the principle which one of their
preachers had candor and idependence {0 acknowledge “that
they do not regard the Methodists (and perhaps they had the
same views of othiers) as a religious denomination, a regular
church; and becanse Methodist ministers ave mot classically
learned, and regularly educated, they do nof reeognize: thiem as
regular clergymen.”  Does not this prinei ple, said to be held by
all regular P1-_.x:s_byz_em’am,..full-y' aceount for the contemptuous man-
ner in which they have treated us in this, and 1 former pub-
lications? ' -

But Tmust be more particular in the review of tlie extract
before me. I am ot personally acquainted with the state of so-
ciety, in several of the states above referredto; which ave said te
be “destiute” and “without the regular ministrations of the gespel,
presenting themselyes “in mouinful array,” before these teuly
philanthiropic ~gentlemen, By rglerence, however, ‘to the min-
isters of the several annual Conferences of the Methodist Epis-
copal Chureh, I find that throughout the states, above menfioned,
we have scores of preachers constanily travelling, many flovrish-
ing and growing societies, and, in these states belonging to our
eliurch there are happy thousands, rejoicing on their way 1o a
better world. T can not specify tlie number ofitravelling preach-
ers in eachof these states as the lines of our conference seldom
coincide precisely with those of the states. That Imay be cer-
tain of not transcending the bounds of trath, I will say, that we
have an ayerage of thirty travelling preachers in each of the
states above referred to. I Liiow very well that in some of the
slates we have a great many more,  Now in (lie most destitute
oireuits with which T am.acquainted we have from three to four,
and in some of the more populous anes, from eight to ten local
preachers to each travelling preacher: To be moderate then
wewill sirike the ratio at four to one, and the produet of the
whole will be, two hundred and ten travelling, eight hundred and
Jorty local precchers in these seven: states. Allowing one month to
attend conference, and for other hindrances, these tivo hundred
and fen travelling preachers; deliver at lenst seveily thousand
three hundred and fifly sermons, each year; the eight hundred and
forly local preachers allowing them only to preach on every sah-
bath (and the most of them do mare than Ll];)iﬁ) deliver _fm'ly-thrce
thousund siz hundved and eighty, in each year; making  the
whole upwards: of gne hundred and fourteon thousand sermons
preached annually by the Muhodisi preactiers in these seven
fales, beside those preached by the Baptists and ministers of

)
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other denomivations. [ .do not know the precise mmber of mewm
bers we have throughout this benightad vegion.  Supposing two
hundred and ten tavelling preachers, we have one Indred amd
five cireuits; it is well knownas may be seenion our niinutes. that
Jive hundred wembers to a cireuil is few enough foallow.  Ac-
cording 1o this estimate we have fifti-tico. thousand. Jive Ivendred
menbers in these seven states; and beside these, there are a grear
many {raly pious of other denominations. Tlhis 1 think, Sir, is
by no means au exagerated account: Then we have at least
ore luendred and. fourteon thowsand sermons: preached annually,
and not less than fifty thowsand vegular members, in those very
states, the contemplations of whith presents to Prcabyt_er:an
clergymen “scenes of moral davkness,” comparable to the Tipy’s
den and to. the mountains of the leopards!”
This extract, however, admits (hat “in all these, there are some
sregular - faithful ministess  of Chaist) What does the assembly
wean by “vegular fuithfd  ministers of Chyist 7% They do not
definitely- tell us; but is it not pretty evident frows the whole
scope ol this extracty and from the nature of former reports, as
well as from the exposition of Presbyterian views on this subject,
given by a minister of that denomination njustificutiop of this
very report, published in a former communication, thal by “pagu-
lar fuithful mivisters of Christ,” {hey mean nothing more nor
less than Presbyterian clergymen—firm believers in the doctrines
of unconditional election and reprobation, as taughit in the old West-
minster- Confession of Faith—men who emwbrace the old fash-
ioned doetrines of Calvinism without, modification; or hiold the
sane: tenols, clad in the more imposing garb of Dactor Hoplins
and some others—men who have had an efiectual call of from
five hundred to a t'housa;xd.dnllmrs-, and who bave listened ohe-
diently to soloud acall?  Ave not these the men referred to in the
above clause? T leave you and yowr readers to answer the
question. . . I T : :

« Irankly acknowledge, Sir, if to be classically leamed, and as
they express themselves “regularly educated,” (atl a Calvinistic
theological seminary—if to believe and preach the doetrines of
unconditional election and reprobation—if to denounce as here-
ticks, or-which is virtually the same, to refuss to Tecognize as
a regular chureh, all denominations that are so unfortunate as to
differ with them i opinion, or whose ministers are not profound-
ly learned in all the leterature of the day—if this constitute what
they call & “regular faithful minister of Chyist,” the statement
 the extract, so far as it velates to them, is pretty correct. Thers
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are noby wnd Heaven fucbidithere exver ghould be, a wreal muny
sueh mon us these in fhe stales above cnumerated |
Wiat they sy about the Jemense tiitory Tying waste, with:
aut lahourers to. eultivate it,” may be judied ol By the state of
Igioi sociaty Tn those parts, broueht to view in 1he preceding
g It 33 2 Jamenlable fact, (i i somie neighbourhoods
with awhich T am acgnainted: o these states, there are (o be

-vound individuals, and somefines fmilies, thai pay bat little

atteotion 1o religion, and sectn to take no nterest m 1he gospel of

Chust, . Eatin almost every instance amonglie whites® thiis
not heing redgious, avises wiare from the want of a d sposition.

than from the want ol an appovianity to altend the nieans 63

grseeand the instractions of the gospel. i

The assembly speaks oft “a hrevelling nisssionary who now
and theusows the seed of the kingdom.”  The ndisivery cause,
i, is one that' ¥ have always held sacred, and against whielid
should be very so £uoy use the least flnence. I think it is ¢
god-like deed to send pious migsionaries among tne lhecthien, and
“turn (hemfrom davkness to light and from the powerof satan
unto Gol.”  Bot what is here meant by “raeelling massionerics?”
Do they mean those men that sometimed travel througlyour country
calling themselves missionaries; who visitour largest towys; and
most papuloss veighborrhoods, on wages of from thinty to filty
dollars per: month? 1 recollect wlhién Ttravelled in' the Forked-
Deer distriet, one of these. pumpous gentlemen, cone into my
cireait; but he went inmediagel ¥ to, the mast populous town in
that patt of the country, aud alter haying preached thete onee
oi twice, poor wandering missionary; he made his'way 10 flic
next tawn or wch neighbourhood he conld meet with, and never
pretended to visit the poorer and yaere desitute prrts of my cii-
euitatall,  This, Sir, igouly one Aamong many instpnees’ with
whichyou yourself ave not-unacquainted.” L have ofienbeen dis-
susted ut seeing these pompous “sons of Levt? parade throvgh
ilie wesfern éomtbiy, onr most populous towns and neighbour-
hoods, where cliistianity has heen establishdd for years—Iive
onpthe very fiat of the land 'while they stay, and then: refurn east-
wardly; and to make it appear that they have been doing sonie-

thing, beside recciving forly dollars a month, and living the fine

gentleman, ‘they fulsely represcut our country as ina state ‘of
moral degradation, becanse the pc:n_p]f:- possess independence
enougli, not to cringe  hefore them and bow at their shrine; and

*There are several tribes of Indians included it the boundurics of these
States, . ; ;
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“Secause they will not blindly. swailosr the ‘dogmas of Cal
¥inism. _ 2 : _

T am truly tivedwith (his extract, and with (he'stufl'il contains.
I expeet Lshould have taken no. notice of it, if it had not *been.
publicly read to a lwge congregation, and then defended by (e
reader, in the manner shown in my last. 11 have heew aneliavita-
ble and have injured the feelingsof apy well-meaning and Pious
Presbyterians (aud that there are’ maby sneh—I have no doubt)
I'am truly sorry forit. I hope to vezard and freat every pions
man as such.  Yet, af the same time, I donot think that such Figh-
handed measures, and eontemptuous treatment ouzht to be suffecd
to, pass with impunity. Tlove peace, but Ilove what T think o h
truth, and 1 love Methodism still better.  When I am veducd 15
the necessity of giving up either the one or the other I shall
favewell to peace! T amyours, siacerely,

, A METHODRIST PREACHE,

P. 8.—Mz. Esrror, in my communication to you of the 2611
July, there: are some things stated, of which T wish to take
more particular uotice, and one ‘error: committed which T arail
wyself of the first opportunity, fo corvect. Tn my secoid para-
grapll (I think) I notice the andeniable fact that most of vur
literavy institutions in the west ave under Preshytevian mflucuce
—having: the Presidency and professorslips/ fitled with: Preshy-
terian Ministers, This, as a general truih [ suppose will hardly
be controverted. 1 then referred toa literary iustifution on this
side the mountain, and say some of the fuculty ave of the aboye
deseription”i. ¢ (as Lmeayl) ave Preshyterian ministers. On
this T wishto male some remarks. T was mistaken in represent-
ing the young minister veferred to as one of the {aeulty. He is
tutor, Lam told, employed to feach something like a proparatory
school “in the college; although ¥ am iufbrmed it is a fact that b
somelimes licars the vecitations of some. of the regular elasses —
His beingin the college, and sometimies attending fo this duty,
may account for my mistake. Inrelation to the president who
is also a Presbyferian Minister, T thinfcit due to him and to the
college over which li¢ presides to say that T have niever known
nor heard of his using the Ieastsectarian miftuence, either fuor
out of the collepe—He is @ man—I may say, of extraordinary
talent, sofar as I am prepared fo judgs, of deelpj piety, and. of
more liberality thau any Presbyterian minister I have ever been
acquaiited with, © A MzrHopist PREACHER,

Hugust 25th, 1827,

A
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LITTLE GLORGE AND HIS GUINEA.

_This comes from a person whom most of you llaye never seei,
fyut whio svishies o say <omething whiclh mnay lead you 4o love
the Saviour. 1 am going fo {ell you a story abont alitfle boy
wha lelt thisTove of whicli T am speaking , and who took a good
ethod of showing it. '

The Rev. Mr. ———vas preaching at the town of C————in
behalf of the missionary society.  The objcct of the missionary
sociely 1s to send out ministers {o teach the little children to kuow
and set've Jesus Christ.  Little George was at church that day,
aud after (he elergyman had ended liis sermon, George felt his
licartopen to give all that he<lad. e said to a lady who ywas
in the pew, (for George’s mother was not able 1o go to chureh,)
1 wish you would lend me a' guinea, and I will give it to you
atrain when Tget lome”  The lady asked him what he wanied
with a guinea. e told lior it was to put into the plate; to assis|
in sending the gospel to the heathen children.  She replied, ©A
guinea is a greal deal of money, George; you had better ask
vour mother lirst.” -~ As George’s mother lived very’ near the
chureh; Jie stepped howe after the sémon was over, and ruoning
breathless into the honse, said, “Mother, will you let me have
my guincato give to the missiovary soeiely? George’s mother
waid, “My dear, your feclings ave all wann noy, but perhaps by
and by you will be sorry you have given so much. Suppose you

Or

sive half of it.”  “No,”said George, “I should like to give it all, -

another, there are so mauy of the little blacke children.” - “Well
my dear, if you wash 1t, you shall; but ouly remeniber, you can-
ot give and have it too.”  Gecrae’s mother gave hin a five dol-
lar nefe, but Georgereiurned it, and saidbe would rather have a
cuitiea,  “Why,? said his mother, “what difference can it make?
it is just the same in amouut.” *Yes,” said George, “but @ five
dollarhill will seem so much {or'a little boy to give. “If 1 had &
cuinea, I could put it between 2 cents; and nobody would know any
thing about it”  His mother was pleased with lig proposal, and

Gleorge having got his guinea, 1elurtied fo the chwely, and slip-

sed it it fhe plate as he intended.

Now, my dear children, T dow’t know that T'should bave told
vou this; hut'the little boy 15 since dead, and therefore there is no
danger of his being puffed up by people knowing what he has

done.  But what are you to learn from thé history? First, you

should learn out of a love to Jesus Christ, to pity the poor
heathen children.  You should pray for them, and deny your-
self some promised pleasure, in order fo assist i sending out
trachess to instruct them.  Secondly; you should do this in the
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spirit of little George, 0 that ‘“your right haud shiall not know
what your left hand doeth.” Ny

If little George had given his guinea “to he scen of‘ men, s
offering would not haye been pleasing in (Le sight of God, apl
very likely he would soon lave wished 1o bave had Bis money
back again: % : ‘ ;

Now: think of this little stovy, and perhaps, if my life is spares:
I may be able to tell yoil something morc. L. O Iriend.

Tdolatry toftering in the east.—A Tetler from the Rey. .
Boardmai, dated Caleutta, Mayeh 1, 1827, to the Rey. P Sharp,
of Bosfon, communicates these auimating partieuls, which e
copy from the American Baptist Magazipe. - &

Soveral months siuce, I wrote toa friend in America, (D

Chaplin, think,) meationing that a.large jmber of the natives
of a village, ten miles below Caleutta, hatl renomeed indolatyy,
1o down theivfemple, and given theiv image to the missionary,
Rey. Mr, Trawin,  Within a féw weels, the work of the Lovd
has commenced in the surrounding villages in a most wonder(ul
and glorious manner. Messrs, Trawinand Piffard, mizsionatics
from the London Society, have heen applied to by deputations
from a large number of villages, five, eight, and ten miles belaw
Kidderpove, begging that they would visit their resppetive vil-
lages, and male known to the people the way of salyation, The
missionaries have gone out, and hayve been astonished to find the
people ready prepared to receive the gospel. The places of
worship are thronged.—multitudes (Gllowy the missionaries from
villageto village, to hiear the words of life. ~On some occasions,
the a_l-ap]icatio'us for the bread of life have heen so urgent, that
the missionaries have thought proper not to returmto their houses,
but to. spend the whole night in their palanquins: so that they
might spend more time in their delightful work;—and ance,
when they wished to eat, the people threw apen their temple for
their accommodation. - On: this oeeasion, no ‘apposition wis thade
except that one Brahmin said, “I can never worship i that tem-
ple again.? The peaple appear o have entively-givex up the
distinction of :aste, and many who, a short fime smee, were
“mad on' their idols,” are now eager to: firnish a common repast
for the native Christiaus who come miong them. The appli-
cations fo the missionaries for visits and instruction are alsost
incessant; and once when they were at 3 certain village, the
people asked them, when they would come again. The mis-
sionaries answered, “in seven days” The poople hegged that
they would come in five days
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Thie Preceding slatements were made to nie this moruing by
the Rey. My Hill, who. received this information from My,
Trawin, M. Il added;, that. Tought fo hear Mr. Trawin
relate the. pareative himself, as e (M. BE) could recollect but a
small part of the particulars.  From What My, Hill said, T Judge
*ihe hall has not been told me.? 3 '

Chiistian Advocate and | Journal.

Bffestunl co':wers-:'o;-!.—:ll"chb‘isht}p_-Lcighlon, speaking of con-
version, ip his commentary on 1 Peferiv..2, Says—“Hall a ye-
formationdn a Christian turns to his ‘prejudice, it is only best to
he thoroughly refprmed; notto live one half fo himselfand the
world, and as it were, half o God ; whieh in reality cannot he.
The only way isto haveall sacrificed togethery and fo live to no
Iust: but altegether, ani only toGad:  "Thus it st be, Tlhere
510 mpnster lit the new creafion, nor halfnew creature: Kither
all, or none of alll: ! :

Religivn in Gibralier—~Theve s, however; -says My, Gridley.
awid this mapal desolation, one bright' spot—j fittle band of th:
lollowers of Jesus. under fhe guidance of a fajthful #odly pastor,
walking together in fellowship and love, and zealously promot-
ing the cause: of Chyist aroud them. Their present nambey is
about eighty. Theip palee of worship is a lavge HppeEr roon,
and has inséribed over the door ofits entrance, Jethodist Clhapel.

Under the same roof s the parsonage, and a well furnished

Pract and Bible depository. Here, “fast by the oracles of God,”

vesides the pastor of-his flock, the Rev, Joseph Pratten— Hepe
he breales unto them the bread of life, and here he furnishes witl;
religions Tracts and Bibles; ot a few who receive them
gladly. ' Al

Associated with him is the Rev, My, Barber, who devotes him-
self chiefly to the spanish population—He has made himself ac-
quainted with their language, and has succeeded in gathering a'
Little number, who attend steadily on his instructions. Of these,
three now give evidence of piety. They oftenmeet by themselyes
m social prayer; '

' These genilemen officiate al ternately at the chapel, where every
gabbath they have a morning and an evening service. The after-
noon is deveted to their Sunday school which has ‘become an
interesting branch of their operations.  Conference meelings are

d every evening in the weel, - Ok \

These gentlemen are English missionaries, sent out by the
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Wesleyan Society, Mr. Pratten: one. yoar, and l‘\lhr i%itlftl)t’-l' m[f
years singe,  This station has been r'.\{'.f_:up_li_ul ¥ __‘l 3 ‘30;‘:‘

ahoutufifteen: years. -~ Guilih was their fiisl Ilrllr:::lf‘allftl"}_ o
Under the labours of those who laye _,-'lmcf-.r-ll.-:ll__hmi, yery rm
siderable number have been Lopefully canyerted, | Most ot fligsc,
have been soldiers of (lie garrison, maiy of whom ].'Ia.\_’.tT,--l‘]n.I:!
time to time, been transforred to other military posts, or have 1 ll_
turned {o theiv pative loud. T all their cfiorls hitherto, .r]L-.In:':m
hath belped them: Hiss. Heryld,

< Eenilyat the bay of God, wnid i, Hoavey—We .!'-J.'f'.ii‘- iilu
doubt at the day of judgment, there will be whole I_!;:J‘n]};tjs dfit -
1'i9;|1'|_' hand of the Jurge. .I‘L’h:u: a n‘n.nnmn._Ith.‘ 13_;11('11._{-_-:” (i;
warth a long lifetime of pain 3111d'-par¢nt'.'ﬂ mlxlm}:‘nnd o ,r-_\-.:_IIi k) S
i he ablein the trigmplis ol thiat t'l_a-y (0‘ §ay. Ilerc_‘L_(;l: ¢ ,:ﬁ_‘l‘.“.
ave allbefore theo, we, onr clildven and oue liftle ones, -g[{)-ﬂt _l.ln
rodfand the Lanih fbrever move,” Sucl parents :.md their .Lr] ‘1!1 5
dren formed. one happy, pious, praying lamiily on_‘ﬂm"lil{i.. i 11‘:]
travail and the pain of sin' are ever, The .']."Fim“%.l"fl._ Ir .1.;; “
ispast. . They ave now. to be a happy, glorified fami oI ir:.lt,c'._
to'all eternily, The pavents bless God, with il.m teelings !101 u.i
earlh, bt ol heaven; fidst that they tlacgnsr:lm.-: I_m.ve h?lm-“ u; 1.;-,1:
tn'the blood of the Lamb; next that th‘_ml-' ch_ahireu have ‘J‘(:L.Li
cleansed, in the same fountain. The children adore Gm].’ thLX 11,1
the course of his providence they cver had such Iiuu,ﬂ{ﬂfil' ‘ n(,;.
thus héaven begins.  And the redeemed from all the l:u:_n }l_cs‘o';
the whole earth make but one fumily, in their Father's house
dbz; %’diﬁ‘e’ly atthe bar of God. and in Ifc_ll.—-Il)r_e[f‘c_hlu!, ‘:t_\m'_['uli
soul appalline thoueht.  Who ean thiuk, without shrin g, u;ir;:i
the vengeance ofa God, The vengeance of God poured cr)n;_u;lng l.=.1
upon the heads of wicked parents and  ruined cluld.rr-..;i: JE)I. n:;)s
w;c_igh[_y and dreadful upon the heads of the !.ICStTQ}'L‘Ih% l-!n th}:;z
awfil 'guhject we durst scarcely speak.  We have no a@fn ,'} 2
as there are whole families inheaven togethier, so there are whole
families in liell together. My God; whal an assembly. lr]*ll}
mcrn),' can never reach thenn £ That tender coNnexion ‘n ur‘,f
constituted so large a portion of the carthly felu_;lty’,'I{f:i_ p3 now
largely to constitute their eternal misery. __l arents, if you _‘.11_({1.](:;
your way to lLell yourselves, 1 pray }:ou.de-v.;se somf -1_;1951.:’5 tat
may prevent your children from gomz there tor. f'.(:.'W bi' _.tz; a
will be the society, of cogdcmneq parents and d-!;!dli Eﬁfh.t;:r::(‘il‘f}:
and sisters, in Hell. Every pions praying femily, el
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seany. tomgs about which he must eontent himself barely to con-
jecture. He may avail himself of the profound wisdom, learning.
and lnowledge of others; and yet, he is compelle.d to wander in
the wide fields of uncertainty; for Hwi;, as well as he, are limited
and imperfect in all their powers —so0 that after the labor of ma-
ny toilsome years, he “knows but in part$ This, by some, has
been consirued into an objection against the system of truth, as
revealed in the Bible. It is supposed to be mconsistent with the
moral perfections of God, to place his creatures in a stale of be-
ing where they have so many things to understand, with such
Iimited powers. But this objectionis founded on'the erroneous
gpinion, that man now 45 as intellectually perfect as 'he Wwas when
he came from the forming hand of God. Erroneous opinion, we
say, for man has undergone a change, not only of bedy, from m-
mortal to mortal; but of mind, from knowledge to ignorance; iv
short, his whole soul has become so beclouded, as to stand in ab-
solute need of divine illumination, before he can savhrgly; under-
stand the mysteries of salvation. “But,” says the objector, “if
mankind are brought into this lapsed state of existence by causes
which operated before they were born, and, of course; by means
over which they had no preventive control, it is the same in prin-
ciple, in relation to them, as -thongh their Maker had originally
formed them so. This difficulty is obviated, in part, by a consid-
eration of the fact, that God, ever merciful to his creatures, has
made ample provision for their weakness and blindness, by the
«True light which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world,” and by that “saving grace which has appeared to all men.’
Mankind, enlightened by this Spirit, and assisted by this grace,
are enabled to understand those truths, and practice those duties
which God requires as necessary to their eternal salvation.
Again, the very difficulty under which man labours in under-
standing and believing many important truths of God has its ad-
vantages; for, if, in the work of his salvation, he find nothing dif-
ficult, there can be nothing praiseworthy or rewardable in perform-
ing that work; so that, even our ignorance and weakness, may,
by the proper use of means on our'part, be converted into ogca-

o
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sions,of gracious xewards in the day of eternity. For cur @me
fort, let us ever bear inmind, that God is not an “hard master;”
he does not require at the hands of his frail creatur(’.‘s, what they
cannot perferm. Therefore he will never hold us bound to com~
plehend that which is abso]uteLy incomprehensible, or believe
what i is mcapable of proof, or contrary to the clearest dictates of
common sense, or enlightened reason. There is one truth, how-
ever, connected with the examination of this subject, which .
must not be lost sight of;, that is, God, though he makes every
reasonable allowance for our natlvc blmdness and weakness, com-
mands us to improve and exercise  our rational powers in examin-
ing “what is his will concerning us,” and, also, to “follow on to
know the Lord.” If we, therefore, 11e°'1ect this duty, and ex-
pect to- exculpate ourselves on the score of ignorance, we shall
be wofully disappointed. He who has made it part of our duty
to “get wisdom, understandipg and knowledge,” will never excuse
us on the ground of ignorance, when that ignorance is removeable
by suitable exertions on our part. We must ¢‘search the Scrip-
tures;” “meditate in the law of God,” and “grow in the know-
ledge of the truth.” = But, here again, we meet with difficulties;
for the Scriptures themselves are “hard to be understood,” and, in
some places, have the appearance of contradiction, or inconsisten-
cy; hence the variety of sentiments in matters of religion. This
leads us to a very important part of our present subject. The
Scriptures of truth. These are the unsullied streams which flow
from the pure fountain of heavenly wisdom, and celestial light.
**They have God for their author; truth, w1th0ut any mixture of
error, for their matter, and salvation for theu' end” Let us. ap-
proach them with reverence, and examine them with pure inten-
tions.

The sacred Scr1ptures of the Old and New Testaments, were
published, for the most part, in the Hebrew and Greek languages.

_As the art of printing was unknown, at that time, the only means

by which the sacred canon could be extensively circulated, was,
by transcribing it on parchments, &c.  As christianity extended
itself through heathen countries it was necossary, not only to tran-




scribe these records; but o translale them into various dialects;

hence the great nuniber of copies, Vversions, manuscr ipts, &e. &e.

Under eircumstances like these, it is natural (o endquire, “Is it not
highly probable, that inter )olatlons omissions, and various alter-

ations have been made so thatit is quite uncertain whether the
present authorised version is so literally true in ey ery par ticular
as to be infallibly relicd on? It must be admow]etlu{ d, that va-

rious alterations have been made, by mistakes in transcribing or

translating, as appears from the various readings, in different ¢o-
pies, and versions; and this should teach us to be moderate in our
polemical “diseussions, and not to place too much stress upon
shades of meaning, orpassages susceptible of differcrit interpre-
tations,  Nor qlmu]il we condemn a man as guilly of allering (he
Seriptures, who avails himself of ‘extensiye leatning {o acrive at
the proper reading of a text, and takes the liberty formake what
he believes to be an improvement in- the common translation; or
even translate from another than the eommon version. Tt is ywell
known that the present Enghsh translation was made about two
hundred years ago, and “with the former translations was dili-
gently compared and revised.” * The expressions, “compared and
revised,” which may be found on the title page of every nglish
Bi-b]c, shows that it differed from all that preceded it.  And there
is jusl as much inconsistency in ob_]mtmn to new  translations, by
competent men, thatthere was in D]JJL(,UHg, two hundred years
ago, to our common versiva! It is a seurce of ‘consolation” to
know, that notwithstanding the various readings of the numerous
versions and copies, that they all, more or less, bear the st tamp
of their divine origin, and wnite in the great essentials of our ho-
ly religion, so that infidelity has nothing to gain from this quarter.
Another circumstance which makes it more difficult to under-
stand the sacred writings, in all cases, is their division into chap-
ters and verses, as we have them. These divisions were not
made by the mspired penman; but by a writer in the dark ages,
several hundred years after the coming of Christ. In many li-
stances the chain of reasoning is hroken off, and the meaning of
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the writer almost entirely obscured, by cutting up his discoufse
iato chapters and verses.

There is one more civcums{ance, which, to.uzs, at least, appears
of importance to be known and considered, in ovder to a proper
understanding of our common English translation; that is, it was
made by zcalous, ot to say bigoled Calvinists. Any person who
will make himself acquainted with the history of the Syyod of
Dort, and the spirit with which the Calvinists persecuted. the
poor Arminians, -(called Remonstrants,) will easily sce the feel
ings and sentiments by which the translators of the Bible were
actuated, when James the First, appointed them for that purpose.

The above will show the reason why modern Calvinists, tor the
most part, are so strenuously opposed to all new translations.—

‘['hey know that their system has every thing to fear {rom such

illucidations as tend te unfold the real meaning of all those pas-

_sages which are translated Wlth an cye to the support of Calvin-

150,

The Methodists,in this coufitry, have been represented, by«
writer of the Calvinistic: Magazine, ‘as selecting such passages
out of the sacred book, as suit their own views, and passing by
others, which are supposed to favor Calyvinism. This 1s an un-
charitable allegation; and we intend to notice, as we have time,
such passages as Calvinists rely on for the support of their senti-
ments, and show that we arc willing to meet them on any g ground
thatis scriptural. But, before we enter on this subject, we wish
to submit to the consideration of our readers, some plain rules
and preliminaries to assist them to a right interpretation of Serip-
tfure. These rules ave furnished by Mr. Sellan, and we presen
them without alteration.

“Ist. That we must never strive to bring the Scriptures to our
system; but take our system from the bcuptuws righily under-
stood.

«2nd. That no interpretation of Scripture can be vight, whick
apposes the holiness, justice, wisdom, power, or merey of God, up-
on the terms proposed in the gospel.

“3rd. That we must not drag in the sovercignly of God te
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adlve difficultics, 50 as to confront his other attributes; for thig
savors more of anility and émpicty, than of sound reason and reli-
gion.

«4th. That one text of Scripture must never be interpreted so
as to contradict another; nor any oneso‘as to oppose certain fruths
or contradict reason, though the matter of some texts may exceed
{he comprehension of reason. ‘ ‘ '

«5th. That in the Hebrew language, the signs doth, did, have,
had, shall, will, may, can, might, would, should, could, ought,
must, let, ave all included in one notation of a verb; many of them,
also, in the Greek; and’ in many places-of our translation of the
Bible, are to be taken one for another; the context, or analogy of
faith, so requiring.

“6th. That Hebrew verbs in the Hiphil form are to be under-
stood, either in a declarative, causativé, ov permissive sense, as the
matter in hand, andthe analogy of faith require;  which form the
Greek writers have expressed by verbs in ¢zo and «no, and some-

- times by derivative verbs pure; and where such are wanting by

aorist and perfect tenses. EG VS —

«7th, That Hebrew verbs in the Pial form (which according, to
some, is no other than the Hiphil contracted, or Kal for Hiphil)
is often used for Hiphil; and sometimes, also, frequentatively.

«gth. That Hebrew verbs in the Hithpahcl form imply recipro-
cation or self-agency,and oftentimes peiscverance in action; which
form in the Greek and English scriptures, is often expressed by
verbs passive.

«9th. That simplc or primitive verbs are sametimes used for de-
sivatives. '

«10th. That the Imperative mood, which has the appearance of
command,  exhortaiion, or praycr, is frequently to be understood as
forctelling, permitting, or supposing a thing; ‘and is used for the
future tense.

«11th. That the prescnt tense often implies continuation of ac-
%on; the matter so requiring.

+«12th, That the perfect tenscis often used for the dmperfect ot

paw-lo-post-fuiures 59
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that a thing is seid to be done when it 15 gn’
in doi +to be done.

1y now in doing, orsoon after to : ' 3

/ «c13th, That the/third person smgular of active verbs s often

sed impersonally. ..
- fi(‘11 fmp That sélmetimes a thing is positively declared to be done,
svhen the matter ought to have been proposed interrogatively.
«15th, That the writers of the New Testament: f1‘eq08pﬂ{;
nse the septuagint words in their sense, and acc_ommodate‘ Gree
words to the full notion of the Hebrew or Chaldee, to which they
answers which is often different from the Attic. . )
«16th. That these particles and phrases, and, but,.ng, 50, also,
thevefore, then, when, nor; neither, now, evn, or, wat;z, ;T{g;!h.er-
with,  buky ajets begwuse, that, to the end: that, as althoug',._ _ (;;u[,;
signified by theHebrew va, and ft or that reason most, if ;ll()t ihp
them, by the Greele kai are oftentimes put the one for the 0 : er:
«17th. That the Hebrew and Greek prepos_ltlons being very
vague and unfixed in their meaning, have 00(3353011661 a wrong cons
struction to be put upon many passages of Sen ptl.lf‘ﬁ. : .
«18th. That there are some interpolations (printed in italic
characters) in our English Bibles, whi(-:h are usekg,-some a-bs;u_rd,
and some contrary to the analogy of faith; and while some c!lzp.sez
are. badly supplied, others, which ought to be, are not supplie:
at all. ng, o
«19th. That many promises and threatemng? n Scripture are
absolute i form, which; nevertheless, are conditional, as to mat-
ser and meaning: the condition is implied, Lhougl?f 1‘10t expressed.
«90th, That the sacred penmen, in their writings, frequently
allude to customs in use in the eastern countries, the l_';nowlcdge
of which custom is needful for the right understanding. of the
Seriptures. g
50‘1‘19?;2'5. That in expounding the Scriptures, We must always
consider, whether it be God or man that speaks; if man, Whether
good on bad—vhether inspired or not. If God, h‘l!-l. Prophets or
Apostles speak, what, to whom, upon what occasion, to what

end.” . .
We shall continue our remarks upon this subject next week.
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Camp-JMeeting ar Nelson's Camp Ground.—This camp. sround

is situated seven milesaboye Joneshoroush, Tennessee, I Jones-
boro? Cirenit. A camp-meeling commenced at that place on
Thursday the 30th ultino, and continued 1l the Wednesday fols
lowing. = The Lord lias frequently visited his peaple there, for
near twenty  years' pasty but seldon, il ever, ina more signal
manner than he did at thelate meeting,* Siaty-tliree persons ST
ascertained to have professed a saving changt ol heaits il e
ty were received as probationers in the. Methodist Episcopa

ople!” l\ldl[:\( ll"": s

shildren’s eppyersion.

Chureh. How good is the Lord to hi
were blessed with the sight of their dear

They heard them shotit aloud the praises of ur’ great. Hmanuel: -

Multitudes were powerfully arrested, and ereatly conecrgdiabout
their souls” salvation, who made o profession ofveligion, aid did
not attaeh themselves to the chureh.  May they neyer stop. short
of ‘a satislactory asgurance that they ave o of God!

From first to last, the ministors appeared (o preach with Light
and liberty, “Ehe dogtrines of ewr Kolyrelizion were lucidly ex-
plained, in all (lheivsaying pureness, an swerlilly apphed tothe
consciences of the hearers.  Ride on, wictotious Prince, *ill all
nations under heaven, shall acknowledge thee os their rightful
Sovereign! ' R I

For'the Holstan Conference Messenger. o i

Mz. Eprron:—Many of those who are opposed tocAnpinian-
ism, frequently urge this ohjection, that “the inajority of the un-
converted are in favor of Arminianism, and opposed to Calvisism.”

Suppose we admit the truth of the position, we must, of course;
admit the consequences which fow from it. It is certain, that
the Calvinists bave been as long i this couniry as the Arminians,
and have had greater opportunitics of ditseminating their tenets,
than-ady other people; for miost of the instilutions of learning
have héen under their influgnce.  ‘They have had  their leamed
preachers, also, as well as the fluence of many wealthy per-
sons, to abet their cause: and yet they have to lamend, that a ma-
jority of the people are “opposed to Caly
the most natural conclusion, then, from :the aboye concession?
Why, it is either that the Calvinists have been guilly of great
-dereliction of duly, in neglecting to disseniinate their doctiiues;
or, that unregenerate men are, in most_cases, destitute of common
sensey or, that Calvinism is inconsistént with common sense.

That the Calvinists have been negligent in the use of means, to
promulgate their doctrines, is not true: for they haye heen iudes

nism!” - What must be. .

-
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Jutigable to malie 88 many converts as ‘possible; “compassing sea
and land to malze one proselyle Ty i
Tiat 1nost uniegenerate nen are destitute of common sense,
5 also unlpues tor they are as§ u_a_puiilc. of judging as:1o {lie truth or
fulschood of thearetieal principles as fegmmmte persons are —
Pl Eopkingians teach that the mtellectual poweys of men are
ot depraved—thal they ave as strong and dispriminating as they
were before the fall. © The, voncessiow, Alen, that upregenerate
nicn ate genevally apposed to Calvinism, is atacit ack’nmﬂedg—.
ment, that Calyinism is. divectly: opposed to the good 'Sense ol
mankind; and, that the good sense of smen. i general is 1o fayor
O ~COMMON SENBE.

A TRINITY INUNITY, REPRESENTED IN NATURE.
Phe doctritie of \the efernal {iinity in usity may be collected
{rom numberless: appearances in nature. A congideration of the
herb trefoil is said tohave heen {he'means of fally convinciig the
Tearned Eragmus of the trufh of the assertion, These Thres aie
One; and yet three distinct. He saw the same rool, the same
fibres, the  same pulpy substance, the same membrancous. Cover-
ingy the same colour,” the same taste, the same siell, in every
part; and yet the #hnee leaves distinet: bul each and all a contin-
wation of the stem; and proceeding from. the same toofl. Such a
fact as this may al least illustrate the doetrine,  Erasmus, it is
said met with an infelligent shepherd upen the mountains, wio
exhibited the herb, and’ the illustration, while discoursing on
certain difficulties in the Christian faith. AL G

God, it seems, has always borne wiiness, someway ox other, {0

this faithful followers; thereby giving then assurauce, they were
inhis favour. Enoch, it appears, had it, “for hefore ‘his translas
tion he had this testimony, that he pleased God; see Heb,
.20 P ' —
The Jews say, that when. the scape goal was seat into the
wilderness, a scarlet thread was ticd to the temple door, which,
a5 soon as the goat was arrived in the wilderness, turhed white,
which was not only a token to them of ifs arvival there, Dbut wag
also. an indieation of ‘their sins beirg forgiven; as it said,
“Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be'as white as snow,”
{sa. 1. 18. This scarlet thread, they: say, ecased turning white
forty years before the destruction of the temple, which was about
the time Jesus Chuist, who was typified by the scape goal, made
atonement forsin. Talmad.
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IROM ZION’S. HERALD. ’
The Glorious success of the Christian Religign: ;

Eighteen hundred and twenty-seven years have rolled 'by.--sind‘b
the advent of the Messiah ywas amounced by angels to the hum-
ble shepherds, and since the star in the east directed the wise
men to the manger where lay Ziow’s infant King. The whirl-
winds of war have passed over the cartli, spreading desolation
and death,—the ‘monuments of grandeur have ¢rumbled info dust
—Kings haye been prostrated from their lofty thrones; and
empires have passed away in the terrific drama of destruction,
smce the way of access fo God by the blood of the atonement
—since the humiliating doctrnes of the eross were first published
to the fallen and guilty by Christ and his apostles, and since ‘the
glorious and sublime edifice of the Christian religion first dipped
its spire in the cloudsandshed a refulgence of light on the dark-
ness of the warld, = '

Notwitlistanding the benevolent 'iiEsigﬁ'-_'bf “the Ohristian veli-
gion, so humiliating were its doctribes, so purc and strict its pre-
cepts and requirements, that to the 1gote1PJ ews it was a stum-
bling-block and to the refined Greeks foolishness; yea many and
{J'qwcrf_\ﬂ were its enemies; kings and the great ones of the eavth
ave stoodup to stop its mareh and hedge up'its way., But it
hath triumphed over the bulwarks of opposition in every age and
in every. clime, and kept its way amid the melancholy ruins of
ages. The prejudice of bigotry—the tyranny of ignorance and
hlind superstition have fled before it as the shades of night before
the orbof day. The world which was enveloped in the dark-
ness of moral night has been illuminated by it; “the peaple which
gatin darkness have seen a great light; and to them which sat
in the region and shadow of death light is'sprung-up.” -

Glorious indeed has been the success of the Christian religion,
Befora the moral and salutary influence ofits doctripes idol gods
have fallen from the shrines on which they stood, and. heathen
temples have been demolished; inveterate prejudices have been
subdued,—corrupt natures have béen changed,—and countless
numbers of immortals have beea turned from darkness to light,
and from the power of sin and Satan unto God. Tf we look on
the pages of history, we shall see how the glory of the world hath
passed away, and how the mighty of the earth with splendid
kingdoms have fallen, while revealed religion has coutinued her
glorious march and has been crowned with suecess unparalleled
in the annals of human events. Where now are the trophies of
grandeur and magnificence which once adorned Jerusalem, the
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Jewish metropolis? They are emid the undistinguished wrepk
of ages, Jerusalem fell before the vengence of Rome; her -
habitants with wicked hands had crucified the Lord of glory, and
wrath come upon them to theuftermost. For a moment beliold
Greece in heralory, the garden of the globe. Listen to the im-
mortal strains ol her pocts, and to the sublime eloguence of hex
orators.  Where nowiis the glory of ancient Grecoe? Where
nowy i3 the land of seience and of song?  Whete now are her
eloguent orators—her illustrious statesmen—her immortal poets?’
They have gone down the rapid tide of time, and have vanistied
in the vortex of revolutions.  IWhere now i Greeee?  From the

grasp. of the' infidel Turk she i struggling o he froe; but should
she obtain her fugedom even ywithithat she has fallen—her glory
has departed, and darkness and gothic, igiorance i a great de-
gree rest upon the bosom of her land.  ¥rom hier many towers
betiold Rome in all her splendor and glory. She was the mis-
tress of the world, and on her' walls wayed the flags of all na-
tions. Carthage fell before her, and the mighty Hamnibal lifted
his arm against her, but she crushed it. Cesar there lived. His
path was conquest,, and' lamentable was the fate of that hero whe
dared his yengence. Nero also lived there, the tyrannical Nero,
who swayed his scepire on a throne of blood, yea on a throne
deluged with the tears of unoffending innocence. View the pages
of history, and his name will be found writtenin human blood.
The eries of his victims haveascended to heaven for vengeance
to rest upon him; but why do I pni?s_u_éf,;l‘;'js_ s‘_t'_ﬁry—}_ie i8 No more;
he has long since lefi the stage and ceased fo act this part in the
great drama of human life.  And mighty Rome, where is she
now?  She has tumbled over. the precipice of faction and is lost
in fhe vortex of revolutions and anarchy, while the tremendous
military dramas of warriors haye closed one after another and
passed off the stage for ever. B paen ‘

Jesus the mighty conqueror, still lives; his cause still fiour-
ishes, and dreadful will be the fate of that rebel who dares the
vengeance of his arm, Although the heathen rage and the peos
ple imagine a vain thing; although the kings of the earth set them-
selves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and
against his anointed, saying, let us break their bands asunder,
and cast away their cords from us. The Lord will have them in
derision, yea, He, whositteth upon the circle of the earth, in
whose hands are the destinies of angels and of men, who can ar-
range events and circumstances which appear to us to be of small
moment, into a mighty hinge, on which will turn the fate of em-
pires and kingdors; can hring 1o naught thair: wicked designs,
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destroy the weapous ot their unholy warfare, extend the peaceful
wnfluences of iz el and unfwrl the Lapners of the cross in
every purt of the habiieble world, -

«Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Doces his successive journeys run; . '
His kingdem spread from shore to shore,
31 nmoons shall wax and wane no-more.
From novth to south the princes: meet
"To pay their homage a‘t.{l‘is feet:
While avestern empires own their Lord.
And savage tuibes attend his word.”

C. Ru«u
o o

FROM ZION’S HERAYT.
PASTIME, NO.TIL. -
Brief time advances gpick m tread—
Few hours remain, and dark:
Those hours spendinot. .« « _
In frivolous employ,—impertinent—
They ne’er return——e—- = -
Nor deem it dullness to stand still and pause
When dread eternity hath claims so high.”

In our nrature arc planted the very seeds of death.  Soon &s
we begin to live, we also begin to die; and thousands die before
they know what itistolive.  Bul better] far better is it for such,
thin for those who live years without God and without hope m
{lie world. —Reader; is 1t not possible, that you may regret upon
your dying bed, that do much of your time has been spent in
“fpivolous employ?”—se litdle in prayer to God—so little in doing
wood? Many, live in this world as though tine were never to
end, and etetnity never to begin,  But we must soon cuter upon
the: unlvied geones of that unknown world. And if we have
temetity enough to put off'repentance, and fo trifle asway the time
given us to prepare for death, we should consider beforehand,
the strengtliwve shall need, #(o bear the wrath of an oilended God.”
Why is it, so many forget these: things while well and . the
Yoomof lifer— i : i

“«Will toys amuse when medicines cannot Gure?
When spirits ebby—wlhien life’s eachanting scenes
Their lustre lose, and lessen in our sight, -

As lands, and cities with their glittering spives,
‘o the poor shattered bark. by sudden storm
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{'hrowi ofi'to sca, and soom to perish there: .
Will'foys amuse?—No! thrones will then be toys,
And earth'and skies seem Qﬁst upoi the scale.”

Aund reader, that time_js at hand—even while your eyes ave
fixed on this, paper, death may give the long suspended. blow.
You have ot the lease of asingle -ulo_m'ent-:-.m’ur}t breath you
drayy 2¢ an nnmertted gith of Heaven—1t s the merey of a good
God. that haskept you in el untl now—Hhow reasonable. then
that your life should be His sacrifice. For you are not )'mlf-
o, you ave hought with & price. The blood of the immaculite
Redeemer has heen paid, o give you a lime—a_space (o1 repent-
ziice.  Reader, thinlc seriously on these things!  Before another
number of the Hetald is prepared for your perusal, the eyes
which frace these lines wmay be elosed in” death.

New. London, August 7, 1827,

A aly life—X s to be feaved- that few are disposed fo give
ﬂ!i!_!.' serious regard fo the little duties and sireumstances of -'ﬁi"r:,
which theiy important - beaving on the cliavacter demands.  Often
have I been pained, 1o seea Christian, ‘zealows, Jiberal, and con-
scientions inipublie lite; wot sell the’ some edifying example in
private, nor sufficiently: vealch against templations to petty slan-
l:ier,;pem'ishm'gs, and indolence.  Hisworldly aequaintance will
judge him by these trivial eventsy and for: his inconsistency he
must listento the (mutting sneer, “What'do ye more than others?”
and see them draw from his conduct motives for their own neg-
leet of religion.  Thus will the young convert judge him; and
how must the conscience of this inexperienced pilgrim be wound-
ed, and the shades ofidiseouragenent throywn' around his Chyis-
tian path, by the wanderings of this brother. By this -rule, will
the Saviour himself pronophce saiteace ou his character; for in
that solemn, proplietic history which he has left us of the pro-
ceedings of his' tribunal on the judgniegt day, we do not find that
those on the left hand receive their dreadfil dosm because they
had openly profaned his same, or eiven themselyes up to out-
rageous wickedness, but merely for naglzeting thosewants of man-
kind, which every day bronght opportuuities of supplying.
Neither were the righteous welcomed to the ahodes of bliss, be-
cause their zeal had incurred the sufferings oft martyrdom or had
prompied to the sacrifice of life or fortune, or ease, for relirion;
but because they had conscientisusly performed those little acts of
kindness and chavity which their- fellow-men needed; had gone
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wround m humble obscurity to sooth the pangs of sickuess, pov-

erty, and misfortiune.. ‘ _ S _
?Jn the other hand, how lovely that character in which reli-

gion regulates the whole life,and deseends to the minutest actions.

— What a fine imitation of our Saviour’s life!" What a beautiful

exemplification of the precepts of our religion! Ifany thing can

send home to the heart of the worldly man a conviction of his
Holly, it is this living, present repfqoi-‘,',a-holy life: This godlike

superiority will portray in burning characters the guilt of sin and
the value of Chuistian prineiple. Such a one is the fountain of
the encouragement and vejoicing to his' fellow Christians,  Even
the angles of heaven, at the sight, must tune their harps foa
loftier note of praise to the Redeemer, and receive in iriumph
this noble {rophy of renewing grace. The Saviour himself,
clothed in the glovies of Divinity, shall be his friend in life, and
grant him atf last a more abundant eéntrance into his kingdom o’
everlasting happiness and vest.

. GOOD SIGNS.

. When'I see souls drawn to a chureh of Chuist ; and beliold
them willingly assuming the oblizations, the reproaches, and
crosses incident to, the Cliristian profession it is a gaod sign 5 be-

‘cause those doves must smell of balsam which allure many

other doves to their windows. VWhen I see ministers of
the gospel impelled by the noble ardor of divine love performing
the work assigued them with diserimination, with a pungency
that stings the torpid conscience, and yet with an affection which
molifies the laceration of the wounded spirit, I pronounce it
cood sign; because that sacred five which begins to burn first
about the alter, will soon fill the temple.

When I see aman patient under the rebukesof a {riend, and
listening with attention to all the remonstrances of kindness,
breaking out into no resentment, and extenuating his faults by no
equivocations, it is a hopef#l simm; because there may be some
truth even in the revilings of our enemies, much more in the
healing admonitions of friends. .

When I see Christians laying aside their sectarian peculiari-

ties and loving one another with a pure heart fervently, I consider
it a good sign; because it will not be'so well to. commence ac-
quaintance, only when they meet in: heaven.
" Itis a good sign, when a sermon sets the hearers at thinking,
and reflecting upon themselves, rather than to commending and
complimenting the preacher. ' ,

It is oftena token for good, when God turns upon his children

X L “-‘-b{". 4
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and wrings it to them the waters of u full cup; because thay
are_ apt/to take: deeper root svhen trodden-down mte humility.
and becanse, hie scems in such a case to be asserling bis claim to
them. and  to condueting them through the ordinary {ests.

\ : Uol. Stur.

POETRY.

| From the U. S: Review and Litcrary Gazette.

O sccing o child Laceling  wpon his MMother’s grave in leaie.

Cwhile his pluy-fellows were spoviing. among the monments of
*he dead. '

20, soft are the breezes that play round the tomb.
And sweet with the violet’s wafted perfume,
With lilies and jessamine fair.”’ '

Bowning’s Russian Pools

Child! dost thou mourn o’er the narraw bed
Of a mother, laid.to rest?

Fark! ’its the voice of the dear onc dead;

“Sweel are the tears by affection shed
Green be the grave turf drest.

“{ome at the hour when the night-dews weeyp,
Come with the breaking light.
Come at the hour when the moon beams sleep,
Come when the winds of autuma sweep
O’er the chords of the solemn night.

“Here is the field where the mighty lie, -

_ In the pride of glory bowed;

And deep is the breath of the mourner’s sign,

And dimmed is the light of beauty’s eye, ‘
At thought of the chilly shroud.

He ilence rests her now;
Gone is"thie grace of her angel-form,
Gone—like the gleam of the lightning storm,
The fire of her possioned brow.”. :

“The ]vaI‘y, 100, with the erested wornx

Why, mid the tears of the green grave’s flowers,
¥s the voige of the tiifler gav?

- 5
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