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INTRCDUCTLON

The first setilement on Boon's Creek was in ths year 1769 by
William Bean, and that of the Watauga Old Fields was the next year,
1770 and oh by the Duggers, Honeycutit, and othera.

Barly grants from North Carolina covering the site of Johnhson
Gity were to Robert Young, Davlid Jobe and Jacob Hoss.

Robert Young, of Bedford County, Virginia, was an early member
of the Wm. company of. Colonel William Christian against the Cherokess,
and 17¥6 bought land in the southwestern part of town and érected a
log house ﬁhich dates to about 1775. His grants covered where the
Vetorans Administration is today.

Jacob Hese came in 1788 from lLancaster County, Psnha., and took
up land in the eastern part of the town's area. He had served in the
Ravolution in Pennsylvania,

David Jobe, also a Revolutionery soldier having ssrved in the
company of Captain John Tipton from Shenandoah County, Virginia,
came in the year 1777, and appears on-tha washington County list of
Taxables in 1779 as having fiva horges, two cows; 55.4.6 in money,
and no negroea., Hls land was in what is now tha downtown aresa of
our City, reaching from Youngs: grants on the west to that of Hoss
on the aast.[Mo«t«g ?’U’R"\Mﬂv Ea.:q, esin S

Ag most of the first settlemehts ware mado along creeks or
rivers, which gave them thelr name, ours was "Brush Creek Flatsi“
Thus we were designated in the early maps of Washingtoen County -

even up to 1850, we were the "Brush Creek district." I find & pe-

tition dated 1813 for a road from Dungans Ford on the Watauga to




i the Sullivan County road, thus ma king & vsry good road from
i Elizabethton to Blountville, which would alsc be useful for the
Brush Creek settlement going tc the Salt Works in Virginia.

David Jobe, like me’dy of his neighbors was a Baptist, and hls
rame and that of Abigail, his wife, ih on the first roll of Sinking
Creek Baptist church, hls coniribution belng 0-1-6, only that given
by Edmind %illiams & Samusl Tipton, who each gave 0-6=0, surpasgsing
his,

David Jobe died in 1803, .intestata while Abigail's will is
§ dated 1819. Both must lle in unmarked graves somewhere in downtown

1 Johnson Gity.
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T commonced writing this Book on tha 10th of October 1849, See Andy 3
Benton's Cage. See page 113. ** The Johnson monument page 235m
Trip to Col, McHorton's on Plscataway Creek. In State of Mary- 4

land, about 10 miles beyond Washington D.C. *#* Seurratt
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Written by himself,
INTRODUGTION.

Having often been requested by relations, and intimate frlends,
to write a Biographical Sketch of my 1life, I rather reluctantly
conaent to do so, espacially, that it may be for the perusal of my
children, and such friends as may desire to prefer to many incidents,

)f
that occured in my somewhat eveniful 1ife, and not for publication,

In thig hastily written aketch, i1 will be saen that I lgnore
dll style, and for wani of timg, I satisfy myself, if not my review-
ars, to hasten on in & rather rackless ménner with'my detalls,
makiﬁ g no effort at elegance of language, or superior diction.
And in os much as I am not writing for the litterattl, I do not ex-
pact to be critiéisad.
1 was born in Carter County, Tennessee, three mlles from 6
Elizabethton, on the 9th day of Octobar 1BLT.

My Father, Joshua Jobe, and my Mother, Ruth Tipiton, were of L}_iO

Virginia stock. Their Fathers, David Jobe and Thomas Tlpton movediiﬁkﬁﬁuﬂlhmt

from Shenandoah Valley, Va., shortly before the Revolutionary war. . Cod P s

David Jobe, my Grendfather, settled on Brush Craek, in Weshing-

ton County, immediately whore Johnson City now stands. And some
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5 of the Tiptons settled in Watauga Valley, in which Eliz&bathton,

.§ the County site of Carter was aftepwards located. And some settled

5 on Buffalo Creek and Sinking Croeek, and all about here. Describe

where my Oreat Grandfather John Tipton settled.

After my Father's and Mother's marriage, they resided for soms
ten years in Carter County, a part of which time my Pather was Daputy
Sheriff of said Counﬁy. K%?}

When I was about four years old,ﬁhe bhought 640 acree of fine
1aﬁd In Cades Gove, Blount GCounty, Tennassee,.ﬂnd moved to 1t.

I caﬁ remembor leaving Carter County, and remaining first night
at Uncle Abraham Jobes!,{now Johnson City) on our way to our new 7
heme in Blount County; the distance was about 125 miles.

Many of our relations, and friends also moved to Cades Cove; on
account of the fertility of the soll, and the superior advantiagee in
raising stock, ete. The Chorokee Indians who had been such a terror
to the mettlement in the Watauga Vallay and surrounding country, caus-
ing the settlers to live in Forts for safety, were still lingerling in r
small bands, in the mountain fasgtnesses along the range of the Smokey %
Mounteins, which lle immediately south of Cades Cove and form part }
of lts boundary.

My Father and cur relatives from Carter County were among the ;
first settlers in this part of Blount CGounty; and among them was my E
Mother's Brother, Jacob Tipton, with his wife and two children; a E

Son and Daughter, Jacob and Nancy.

All went well for a while. Indians could he sesn . oniy occaslon- L




- ~ ally prowling around; but would soon leave, and get back into the desp

mountain gorges. Gamse being very plentiful, my uncle was out hunt-

ing ono day and had wandersd farther than usual into thsa mountains,

and did not return that night, snd when search was made for him E

next day he was found in a disertsd Indian cemp, on his knees lean-

ing against the side of the camp, where he had been murdered by ths

Indians, They had cut off one of his fingers and fled. Lasting i

3% impressions can be made upon the mind at 8 much earlier ags than ” !
' mogt people think. . % ‘

I can distinctly remembor hoaring Rev. George Dakin preach in i
Cades Cove whan I was on ly six or seven years old, and c¢an remembsr |
short sentences in his sermon. Here is ona sentence, "I have but
one sonh; and I would rather ses him carrying ths Gospel over these
mountains than to see him gsittlng on the throns of Bngland,Y

Rev. George Fakin was an Irishman., He was.an eccantrle man,
but a good man. I've heard him preach a great many times since I
heard hlm in the Cove. I heard him preach in Cartsr and Washington
Countles since I was marrisd and moved there.

Cades Cove is about six mlles long and three miles wide on an
average, from my recollection of it, and completely surrounded by
mountains.

The land‘when we lived there was very rich and fertile, and ;
produced abundant crops of every thing that could be raised in that ﬁi
climate; but corn was tho principle c¢rop. This crop was raisad to

such extent a few ysars after we moved there, that I saw corn sell

at 6} cents a bushel, becauss thero was no market for it.
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As my boyhood years advanced, I bagan to catch on to some of
tha artful ways of some man to gaih an advanltage over othars; soma
by mental superiority and some by mara physical force. In illustra-
tion of this, I must detail & memorable encounter that took placa
at my Father's home when I was about eight years old.
Captain Jacob Tipton, a son of "old Revolutionary Billy Tipton,™
and c¢ousin to my Mother, owned and lived on a farm adjeining my tﬁﬁéﬁ%}ﬁ:;
Fathers'. He was an intemperate man, was counted a "Bully" in tﬁe ZVINTE
sommiiity. Nearly everyone was afrajld of him, and he knew 1it,
tharefore, he was very ovorbearing and dictatorial,
My Fathers' farm and Tiptons' joined. It became ﬁacessary to
opan & diteh through both farwms ic sava a large wheat crop for
aach of them. It was agraed betwesn them that Father should have
the ditch.thrown cut each way by turning plough, and Tipton was
t0 have his hands to throw the dirt ocut with shovels immediataly
efter it was ploughad. Father did hls work according to contracst;
but Tipton falled to perform his part of the contract. At the
time this ditch was made thers was no cast moldboards - woodsn
mouldboards wera used aitogethar. I can remember how troublesoma
it was to stop so often and clean the dirt off the wooden mould=-

beard.

After waiting & reagonable time Father had the work on his i

farm done, which by contract Tipton should have done, and when the
rain came the pater possed thwough Father's form over tone Oinishod

. LRSI Ry 3 ; At L . S g S S P
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‘oyned nearly all the lands where Johnson City proper now stands,

Ty

wheat, as & matier of course. 8c the Governor of thet part of the

submit to anything “he wanted; as he had made others do.
I remomber my Father was sitting in the porch. I think he was i

reading the Blble. He Ilnvited them 1n when they came to the gate.

They all came in and took seats, and & friendly converesation ensued.

As this page was left unused, by my hurrying on in such & reck-k (/10 3

less manner, I will here state how our family name happened to be Jx&ﬁpjp

spelled differently to what it was formerly. The name 1s apelledlmﬂweiguﬁﬂuw
. b}\'-

now Jobe. It was spelled formerly Job, as i1t is 1n the Bible. B;N

I have heard my Father say & way back, as far as I can remember,

thai when he and his two brothers, Abraham and John, ware all young

men, they concluded to add the B to the nawe for the sake of sound.

I am satisfied that is the true history of 4t. I find by re-

ferring to abstracts of titles to lands at Johnson Cily, most of

which are iraced back to my Grandfather, David Jobse, who orlginally

his nama 1e always found signod "David Job."

In a Printing Office the three letters Job ars pronounced "“JOBY,
The same letters in the Bible are pronounced Jobe.

I, as one member of tho patiecant family regret that my Father
ahd hls brothers added the E to the name; and it had tha effect to
alter the nsme. I pilll often leave the E off.

This is written on the 7th day of February 1902, at Louisvillo,

Kantucky. Postoffice addrass 1520 Pregton Stireet.
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Father did not know at that moment that they had come to do him 11
any herm. Within a few minutes, Tipton asked him to walk out in the (cont.)
cornar of the yard for a private conversation - cs it seemed.

They had been talking but a few moments until I saw Tipton
grab Father by the throat, to choke him. Father was whittling a
little stick with hls pocket knife at the time, and he dropped his
stick and ¢ut Jake's ithroat from ear 1o ear, cutting to the Juguler;

but fortunatoly not cutting the vein.

My Father was of medium size, spare made snd always foeble.

Jeka was in his prime, hale and hearty - the "Bulley" of the Cova,

~and welghing 200 pounds or over. He immaediately threw Father dowh,

and Jjumped on him, and would hava given him an unmerciful beating, in

the presence of the six ruffian accomplices, and they never attemptad

to prevent him, But my brave Mother, having no friond io represent

her, ran Oﬁt and gathered & club and dealt him two or three blows;

and he Jjumped up and kicked at her. By this time Father ren up with

a rock in his hand and as Jake came &t him hit him dbou{ the stomach,

and he fell like a beef shot; but rose at once, vomiting. But nothing 12

(FyRFeslt

daunted, he was as hrave as Sulliven and ready for a third round,

As he came at Father this time he had a large flat rock, which he

had to throw with both hande. Father dodged his head 1o one sids,

or 41t would have split his head open. By this -tlme Father had gotten
a large lump of clay, that had fallen out of the kitechen chimney, it
was hearly as hard as & brick~bat, and 85 his antagonist came at him,

he hit him in the mouth, as he was cursing and threatening what he

would do with the carcass of Father, even out daring Gaélish, when he
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was about to encounter David.

e LTS BT e e L Y

The dreadful lick so weoll aimed knocked out five teeth and split

P

his upper 1lip to his nopa, and mashed both his upper and lower gums

in e fripghtful manner. He lay covered with blood from his throat and |€
mouth for a few seconds; but still wanted 1o renew the combat, i

Father had thought of his gun by this time, and had stepped into :

the house and got one of two guns he had, and one of the men who came
to sae the whipping well dena, tock the gun from Father, and Father

Immediately snatched the other gun and said: "You attempt to touch

this gun and I'1ll shoot you.® "I am defending my life and my home, 13
and you must not teke another gun out of my hends," F
And Lewis Jonas knew he dare not undertake it. Tather took his g

seat in his own door with his loadasd rifle across his lap; the house
ogcupiad for the time by Jones and Mothar's house girl. As young as
I was, it made such an impression oh my mind it can nsver be erased.
I can see him sitiing there, as plain as I did the morning it occur-
v

aed. He seemed as calm as 1f nothing unusual was transpiringe.

P i Tipton walked to the steps, cursing and foaming, as though he

& would enter; but when Father very calmly told him, if he put his.
foot upon his porch, he would be a dead man, hs knew he meant all of
it; and would not risk it. ?

Upto this time, these half dozen men had not raised a finger 1o
prevent the shadding of blood, which was imminent all the time the §
fearful fight was in progross; with no one in sight nor hearing but i
themselves, the two combatants, and my Mother, and her chlldren, too 3
amall to render assistance, even though a killlng had been the con-

gequenca,
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This was a shocking scene for one sc young as I was to wltness;
but was an object lesson to be indelibly stamped upon my yound mind -
& kind of foreshadowing of much that would follow in my somawhat evente
ful 1ifa, It made a desp impression on my mind, (;Fiﬁﬁf'uﬂiij
Young as I was, I took in the situatlon, with the odds against 14
Father, he being & weakly man, and his antagonist a large portly
man, there with half a dozen plcked men, who were salacted to see
the work well done, I expected to see my Father killed, or badly
beaten up. Bul whan the fight ended, his assallant had receivad all
the wounds, and the only merk on Father was & cut with his own knife
across hls wrist when he brought it down after cutting Tiptonts throat.
It ended as all such attacks should and; in favor of the innocent.
When Tlpton recovered from his severs injuries hé sent & friend
to Fathar to mquest him to set & time for a friendly meeting half-
way betwean their residences, with a member of their neighbers,
wheres he would make acknowledgements and promise aver afterwards
to live in friendsh{ip). All of which was faithfully carried out.
I was now ©ld enough to go to school. Educational facilitias 15
at that day,{say about 1825}, wera not very good, espsciall y in SC&ﬂuMujt
%piui't sllaeld.
such out of way place as Cades Cove. The school teachers could not
be expected to be as thoroughly educated as thay are now,
At the first settling of the country the sturdy ysomamry had,
as a rulae, all they could do to fell the foreats, clear up the lands,
and make support for their dependent families. What schools wa had

at that day ware of the most primltive order; but I believe today,

with the experisence that has come to me in a life tima of 75 years,
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that ths kind of instruction given to us then was baetter adapted to
tho wants of the people than the curriculum of studies generally
taught now in ths highor schools.

The discipline in the primitiva schools in my cpinicn was
firmer, but more commonsense and reasonable, than we find in modern
schools. At the "old fisld achools" as they werse called, wa had no
recess, as it is now called. It was Study from merning till noon,
then an hour for play time, and Study from ons oclock tlll turning
out tima.

And teachars received less than half the tuition now paid. I%
is now common for schools to be principally distingulshed for high
tuition fees, and recess. |

Under Butler Tipton, Willlem Davis, Arindatis Martin and others,
who taught in Cades Cove and in Tuckelsache Cove, the studants ad- 16
vanced rapidly. My momory was good, and I mads fine progress ai
thess schools, O ! if my memory was as good now. I then tock a
pride in studying; especislly in being at the head of my class,
spalling by heart, end getting the prize at the closa of the sachool,
which I often did.

T went to school o while in Tuckelesch Cove, and boarded with
a Mr. Smith. (Mergipal note: I went to school, taught by Arrindates
Martin, in Tuckeleocha Cove, About six miles from our homa. This
was about the year 1825, I can remember theo name of several families
who lived thera at that time. My brother David, five years older,

and I, boarded at Esguire Smiths'.)} Then I went back to my Unecla

Abreham Jobe's in Washington County, whera Johnson Clty now gtoands,




to go to gehool to J. W, F. Gatss, & German Teacher, and the very
baegt teacher I ever went to. I also went to school to Rev. James
Miller, The schools in thoss days never lasted longer than three
months, consequently;, we were out of aschool the boet part of every
yaar.
My Father c¢leared up a considerable amount of his 640 acras of
land in the cove, and raised a good deal of stock; but after try-
ihg it ten years, he got dissatisfled, because he was so hemmed
in by ﬁountains, 1t would forever keep down the price of farm pro-
ducts, and his growing family would have very poor sducational ad-
vantages, and tc add to his diescourapgement, a disease called the
1Bighead" got among his horses, and killed thirtesn of them within {
less than two yoars time. He had & good many fine horses. I re.%EﬁE&AuAg
R
mamber 1t affected the horses about in the following ménner; The 17
head would enlarge slley, and the eyes would soon showoit bybe~
coming watery and dim, and directly tho horse would show in hils
galt; he would be =tiff, and lose nearly all the use of hislimbs,
I distinctly remember one fine colt only six monthe old running
playfully dowm & hill after its mother, and both forelegs brocke
clogse to the upper joint near the shoulder, it dldd directly,
and on examining we found all tho bones rotten and so of others
we oxdmined. We tried every method to 'got rid of this disease,
by teking out the troughs, and replacing them with new ones, & ¢,
but nothing would do any good, -

In detailing incidents that happened and giving Iny recollec-

tioen of things in the Cove, it must be remembered I am drawing




1 Cave,
i oaly
lostties,

heavily on my memory, for it has beon about 65 years since I left

thore; therofore, you cén see how casy I could plead the Statute on

ell I pay about 1t. I will, however, risk a description of tho
finoot Cave I have ever boen in.:

It is situated on the North sids of the Cove, as I remember
8 1little up on the side of the mountain., I think aftor enifering
the mouth of the Cave, one would hava to travol about 200 yards
to reach the and; where upon looking up the sky can he secen.
And clouds flying in plain view. It resombles a long houas with
8 chimney at the end. Thoro is no trouble gotiing into it. The
cave iﬁ about as wide as & common room and about as high., I

think it is in two spartments. It looks as though something had

fallen from above about midway of the Cave - this obstruction is
to ¢limb over, then you are into tho second apartment, which is
about the siza of the firat. There are a great many small rocks
and pebbles in the cave, but the chief curiositios consist in
uneccountable formations, One is a large muskmgllon, four or
filve feet long, and of proportional size; having ribs like a
miskmellon and the color of cne just before 1t ripens. It 1s
slick as glass, and hard as a stone. The ends are open as if
cut to tako the saeds out. Thon columns run up 1o the top of
the cave as if to suppert a building. And a table of ordinary
height supported by legs. Smooth as glass on top and looks like
it was set thera for speskers 0 address a crowd from.

How all these things wore formed must he answered by some one
beeldes me. I have & dcsire to re-visit the Cove, not only to see

this Cave yith its turlositles again, but to roam over many places

/1.
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associated with my early childhood.

No fruit trees had been planted when wé settled in the Covae,
and for several years ws had to get all the fruit we used from
Uncle Billy Scott's, in Tuckeyleochee Cove, six miles away. It was
two or three years before we had mills suitable to make flour; tho 19
only mills we had were little "Tub milla" to crack corn. Father built
& mill goon after we moved there, but it ‘was seldom one saw wheat
bread on any table thera.

Game wags very plentiful; such asg bear, deser, and all the small-
or animels in great abundance. We had a pot bear for several yeara,
he was very large, tame and gentle. He would pet looge once in a
while, but we could always cateh him and tie him again., I remembar
he got loose one night, and cama in at a window to wherse & younger
brother and I were sleaping. It scared us badly, but as soon as ho
drank a churn-full of buttermilk, ha went out &t the window, and was
roaming around about the barn at daylight. I have hoard peopla say a
bear could not be hurt by bees stinging them, but its a misteke., I
remember one Sunday, while all were at Church, except a few of us
11ttls children, our bees swarmed, and setiled on the hody of the trea
above where bruin was tied. He kept looking up at the big knot of bess,
a8 though ha would like to know what they were} go after a while ha
went up the tree, on a tour of inspection. He lookad at them for &
while, then he wiped tham off with his nose; and the bsae began 1o
sting him, and ha began to “holler", and rip and tare. He broks his
collar at last and awey he went 1o the woods, but returnad in a few

hours, They stung him on his breast and paws, but mostly about his

nose and ayes.
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to About the year 1820 the Government of the United States pur Ei:%&ﬂi 20

ke ShaneRa.

1 1831, chased from the Cherckees all their lands lying between the Hiwagsed Kﬁi&h
1931

River in Tennessee, and the Chattahobchee River in the State of
Georgia. It was to this purchass that my Father moved in the Spring
of 1830 or 31.
He sold his farm in the cove to James Henry, who lived on Little
River in Blount County. About the ssme time, William Henry, son of
James Henry, married my sister, and moved into the same house that
Father vacated when ho movad tc the Chorokee Natlion in Georgia.
35 The place we moved t0 in Georgia was ocalled the "Big Sprimg"

mea &
1in the or Wolf-Stand, immeadiately on the Federal road, leading from NashvilTe, ..

06 Nation,
wgle. Termesses 1o Milledgeville, Gacrgia, At the time we moved thers,

there were but five families of white pcople beside ours, living in
the Nation. John Roas, the principal Chief of the Cherokeas, then
Lived within five miles of whare Chattanooga now stands; it was ¢all-
ad "Rosg's Landing" then, and for years afterwards.

Lewis Rogs, a brother of John Ross, was a marchant, and lived at
the Indian Agency, now Charleston, Tennessee. He owned the Ferry where
much travel was done crosaing Hilwassae River, Those Ross'! were fine 21
looking, intelligent, well eaducsoted gentlemen. They were only about
one-elghth Indian. They mérried intelligent, refined, accomplished
womeﬁ in some of the sastern c¢ltles.

I have stayed with both fhese gentlemsn at their homes. Thay
lived in as much style, and seemed to have a&s many luxuries, and as

many colored waitars as the wealthiest whiie families I had besn &c-

quainted with.




(Marginal note)

After we moved back from Alabama to Georgia, ws bought & farm from an
Indian by the name of Beaver. He married Dick Taylor's daughter. I
movad Dick Taylor's family from Georgla, over into the Tennesses part
of the nation.

These men, and Dick Taylor, Tom Taylor, lrch Fields, Jack Ridge,
Boudinot, and Jack Walker, whom I became acquainted with further on,
ware all prominent Indians in the Nation, and were all Deligatas to
Congress; some of them I met in Washington in 1867. Soma of them
were halfbreeds, and some Quarteroons, but all wers educated. They
were fino specimons of humanity. In bulld they were straight as an
arrow, wlth jet black hair, and just Indian blood enough to give tham
o ruddy complexion.

Most all thess Indians named above married white women in varlous
parts of tha Union, Dick Taylor married a Quartercon, and Arch Fields
algcs I was well acquainted with both these women; they were nice pru-
dent, pure upright women, and raised their children right, and educated
them. Joe Van was not a public man, but he was wealthy, and influent- 22
1al. He owned one hundred and fifty negroes and a great deal of stock
when I knew him. All the prominent Indians owned negroes, but none
oyned a0 many as Joa Van.

They had & fine schoel at Brainard on Chickamauga; Jjust over
Missionary Ridge from Chattanooga. This schoel was kept up by Mission-
aries during the time I lived there. I know the names of the Mission-
aries then, but have forgottan them now,

They had & Printing Press alsc, but I've forgotten its location.
(Note: I think it was at Brainard.)

The savage part of the Mation presented o great contrast to the

characters I have named - they were gensrally real, .common Indians,
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and prided in being uncivilized Indiang, and did not want to be any

. thing else. They had every Indian instinct and charackeristic. They

were lowdown, ignorant, and often cruol,
The MNation was divided in sentiment about selling their country

to the United States, and they became vindictive towards each other

and murdered aach other in & few instances. ﬁul@@fh. §32L
I attended two Councils held at Red Clay, one in 1831, and the 23

other 1in }852. Each Council lasted six weeks, These convocations

are of the same significance to the Indian as ocur Congress 1ls to us. R

They are clothed with unlimited authority. Thase two Councils were

of much more importance than any ever held before on account of the

ratification of the Treaty and sale of their country. The whole

Nation was as ona man at thasa "Pow Wows", and they were numerously

attended By white men from great distances in other states,

That noble Indian Jack Walker was murdered by Foreman a full
blooded Indian riding home from cne of these councils, Walker lived
about eight miles from the Agency, and he was killad not far from
where Cleveland now stands. Walker prided in fine horses. I rea-
membar he had two imported stallions, At his sale one of these
horsaoe {Raviles) sold for $2300,00 and Bertrand brought $2700,00.

Anpther Indi&n, whosa name I do not now remember was with the
cowardly Foreman, in ambush when he shot Walker off of his horse.
Both these bad Indians made their escapa;.but were afterward cap~

tured and tried, but by some means,{unknown to me) cendine punish-

1
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ment never was meeted out to tham. Soma names of the common 65&&0 24

Tndians still linger in my memory, such as Bushyhead, Rattlin | W

Goard, Otterlifter, Drowning Bsar, Crawling Snake, and Oceola,
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The Cherokeas language is much harder to learn than the Jreask
language, although the Cherokess are mch in advance: of tha Crecke
in civilization. I lived among the Cherokees two years, or more,
but was not able to apquire much knowledge of their language. I
could only -speak a few sentences, but I could understand a good
deal wnen they did the talking. I could understand more from their
gastures than from their words. The common Indians of all the
tribas I have been acquainted with, to wit, the Cherckess, Crecka,
and phippawas, or more properly, tha QOjibwas, ﬁave & great fondnass
for ball playing.

I have attended a good many ball plays in these several nations
and at all thaess ball plays there were large crowds of white people;
and the general verdict wes that there wag more amusement and ox-~

citement in them than in all the horse races, basoe balls, theatres,

tournaments, and bullfights, they had ever sesn. The biggest bal
play I ever witnessed was on Taripin Creek, betwean the Cherokees
and Craeeks, near the 1ing dividing their Nations. This was while
I lived in the Creek Nation. They are entirely naked while they
play -~ not a stitch of c¢lothing on them. Nothing to hinder them
in rﬁnning. They seloct a level awol of groupnd, and clear all
undergrowth, and rubbish off. Thsn they put two posts about 15
fest high, and about 10 feet apart. This is dene at sach end of the
ball ground, whiech extends about & quartsr of & mile.

All the playcrs now aggemble in the centor of the grounds.
One sida runs tc the east, the other to the west, and overy ball
thrown between the respective poles counts one. WNo player is al-

lowad to catch the ball in his hands, he must first catch it in

/.




his ball sticks, which &re made in & peculiar manner, then he can
drop his ball sticks, and take thae ball in his hand, and run with
1%, 1f he can keop the other side from taking it away from him. I

have sat on my horse and waetched them play when it seemed some of

tham surely would be killed. {I wes afrald to risk boing on the
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ground, fearing they might run over me.) Oriakia 90

When tha ball was thrown up, hundrods of excited playors would
try to eateh it, all being in one mass scuffling.for 1t, after a-
whila one fleet follow would be sean emerging from under the groat
mess, and before his opponants would know it, he would be going for
his pecles. Then those on the other side would break after him -~ the
fastest one in front. TIf he saw ho could not catch him before he
would throw the®ball through the poles, he would throw himself for-
ward, and catch him by ths heel and throw up his hand , and the
fellow would whirl ovar and oveor like winding blades.

I saw an Indian's arm broken in that way; and they ¢arrled him
out and laid him by a log and paid no more attention to him until
the game was over.

They will bet all they have on these games; their ponies,
clothes, & c.

The Indicns love horse raging, shooting mateches, card playlihg
and drinking.whiskey. Among the Cherokees this character appllies
only to the wild uneducated Indiah. The cultured intelligent
Cherokee lives like a gentleman, and has high aspirations, and
makes better use of his opportunities than the average white man.

For several decades the GhérOKGes have médo commendable

strides towards civlilization, and I think they ought to have the
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fostering cars of our govermment. Thay gsacrificed a great deal in
giving up their homes and going west, and that against the wlshes of

& majority of the tribe, and it cost the life of several of the hest,

end most intelligent Indians in the Nation.

I have often wondered how "Uncle Sam" would hava done, if a sirong-
er power had said "we wani you to stand back a 1littlas, we like your
country, and we own land all around you, and 1t sults us eiactly, and
we will give you morao land out west." I doubt if "Uncle Sem® would
have given up without a fight.

I omitted one featurs of the Indian ball pley. Immediatsly on
finishing their game; vhile hot, and many of them foaming wiih sweat,
they plunge into a pond of cold water, previously prepared, and gen-
erally it is at a large spring, dammed up so as to make a large amount
of watef, giving them ample room to bathe for half an hour. Then on
coming.out they genarally commerce their dance. If it iz thelr greaon
corn dance, they continus to dance till the break of day, without any

Intermission. Their music is made by a drum. The drum 1s nothing

more than a plece of raw hide sirsetched tight over the head of a churn 28

snd the music is mado by a little Indian boy beating on the raw hids e B A
Nakion . 830 -

The men have long feathers in thelr hair, making them look fright TN

ful, The Squaws or women have gourds, 8nd Taripin shells tied 1o thel

legs. They dance "tha round dance' for they run round in a circle all

nights The gourds and shells are full of dried beans, and with the
clatter, they maka’the Indian men hollowing the war hoop at intervals
would make one feol he wag nol safe among such savages.

I never remained con the ground ai thess dances but ¢ne night -

that night with only half dozen white men with me. The civillzed,
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educatad, good Indians did not play ball, nalther did they dancae,.

"This Cherckee Stirip", as I will call 1%, abounded in game when

we £irst moved there, espacially deer. We had rare sport killing
deer, One way we killed them was for ocne to ride a horse with & bell
on, the other to walk behlhd the horse, each with a loaded rifle.
Brother David, and I would go inte the weeds 1n the early fall where
cattle were feeding and move around near the cattle, The dear would 29
pay no more attoention to us than to the cattle. When we came naear
enough to a buck to shoot, the one on foot would step behind a trea,
while the one on horseback would move on slowly,

This manuvering would give the one on the ground a good oppor-
tunity to bring down his game, and he rarely failad. We rarely had
to go more than a milse from home to kill a buck in what was callad
running time in the fall of the year, Another way we had of killing
deer was to build a rude hearth with flat slate rock up in a tree at
& desr lick, (which were very plentiful in that country) then let a
man keep up a light with pine knots, and sit with his rifle in his lap
ready to shecot at any moment. When the deer came to the lick they would
watch the light, and their syes would Shine, making a splendid target
for the marksmsn in the iree.

5t111 another way was to plant a gun at the lick in the evening
pointing directly to a cholce place where thay had 1o pass 1ln entering
the llck., Then tie a string to a litile bush, and stretch it across that
spot and fasten it to the irigger of ths gun, then cock the gun and

leave.




Go back next morning and generally a deer would be lying there,

or would be so badly wounded as to make 1t easy to follow him, In

addition to deer, we had a great many wlld turkeys. They were so h1?o

numercusg, that in the fall of the year, it was hard 1o keap them 30
from destroylng our corn crops. We kept rifle guns and plenty of fwu;t:§§ah
amunition, and it was fun for us boys to watch round the corn fields “+ﬂ4i0ﬁ&
and shoot turkeys. Also grey squirrels wers so numorous that they
could not be kept ocut of the flelds. We often said when we killed
one, two came in 1ts place. The fox squlrrel was there also, but
they were scarce and shy.

I have often of late years called attenticn to what I think is a
fact worthy of notlce, that as a general thing family government is
not as perfect as it was a gentury or half a century ago. And that
parenskial authority is weskening -- thet "young America' is reaching
for the reins, I am sure that chlldren now of all ages, "and condi-
tions of servitude", are less dispoeed to obedience to psrents, and
espacially are they disposed to say "I can'i", when asked if fhey can
do so and so,

In illustration, I want to detall what happened in my pathwaf

when I was only 14 years old, and ask boys of this age «- say my

grandchildren, for whom this Memoir is particularly written, if they

could have answeraa ves at the age of 14, as I did. A{fbout one year 31
aftor we moved to the Indian Nation, my mother, who had always enjoyed

good health, weas taken down with drOpsby, and she was the main stay of

the household. The only daughter cold encugh to walt on her was back

among her relatives in Tennessee, more than 250 miles away; the balance




. of the children being small, I was the oldest then at home,
Here was an emergency. We were surrounded by Indians, most of

whom were uncivilized, Thsere werae about five white familiss besidas

our ownn 1n the Natlon. We could hiré no reliable cook and nurse.
Our cindition was daplorable,.

After waiting a faw days and secing that mother was getting no
better, father said to ma one morning, "Abe do you think you could !
find the way to Col. Dunnahooi’in Monroa County, Tenn. and bring a
colored woman he has to wait on your mothar?! He has a good cook
named Jane -- an honest good woman". T answered without hesitation,
"I can', The dlstence was a hundred miles, and forty of 1t thraugh
tha Indian Natlon without passing a white famlly until I crogsed the
Hiwasses River at Calhoun. |

I had traveled the road in moving to the Nation, but I paid ne

attention to the route. I rode a safe horse, and iravelod 48 mlles

that day, meeting Indlans frequently along the rcute until I crossed
tho Hiwasseo Rivér. Then T was out of the Nation. I traveled six 32
miles further and stopped for the nlght at Esq. Wm, Porter's in
McMinn County.
At supper T sskad for an early breakfast, telling of my hurry on
account of my siclk mother. My horse was brought out by the time I rosa

from the broakfast table. Putting on the airg of & grown man, I asked

Bgq. Porter my blll, Ha eyed me critically and sald "How much money

have you got my little man". That riled me, and I hastily raplied,

"I have encugh 10 pay my bill, end I want 1o know quick what it is".
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@pn Den-
5

He said, "I will charge you nothing, only to stop and stay with me as
you roturn®,

That was kind in Esq. Porter, and was appreclated by me and nevor
forgottan. I have obgerved, in passing on througﬁ a long and somewhat
aventful life, until I have reached bayond "three score years and tan“,
now looking back, and hastily reviewing our hlstory as a highly favored
people, I think I am prepered to admit, that we have in some resdpects

degenerated. In my opinion, there is not as much genulne giﬁan kind-

fiwm Py andihin Bop |
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It so happenad that as I returned it was too early to tezke up for

ness, and hospitality now, ad in former days.

the night when we passed Esq. Porters, and I hastened on to reach home
the sooner with help for my sick mother. So I saw nothing more of my
friend Porter until we moved to Alabame two yoars afterwards -- this
last move was to iho Croek Nation. I was then 16 years old. I was
going to school, and my best friend and class mate was "Danford Porter™,
but I had never thought of his being one of the family I had stayed
with in McMinn County, until I speni & night with him at his homoe.

At supper, I thought I could see the features in his father of the
man with whom I spent the first night in my memofﬁ%la Journey., 1 said
to myself this man's name is Porier, and so was the name of my McMinn
friend; &nd so I saild, "Mr. Porter, where did you come from when you
moved to Alsbam?¥, and he replied "From McMinn County, Tennessee®.

I thon said, "Do you think you ever saw me bef ore tonight?®. He
I've heard

said, "I have no recollection of ever meeling you bofore.

Denford speak of you of ten as his scheol classmate.”




Sald I, "Do you romember & boy staying with you two ycars ago,
golng after a ¢olorad woman to wait on his siek mothert'., "“Yes," said

ha, "and T never will forgot what he said to me next morning."

"Well", said I, "I am the chap". Wo wore good friends ever after

that, so long as I 1lived in Alabama,
Sea Page 35
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use it, to show the difference betwean the language of a man of good

common sense, and & Dude, a conceitaed fop, who wants to show off.

The common sense man rides up to a hotel and saye to the ostﬁlar,
"Please take my horse out of my buggy and put him in the stable, and

~ feed him well and tomorrow mcrning I wlll pay you for your kindness".
Hera is ihe ordors of the dude: '"Boy, extricate that guadruped
from that vehlcle, stabulate him, and donate him a sufficient quantity
of nutritious alliment, and when the aurori of the morn illumines tha

gastern horkizon, I will reward you with an adequate pecuniary compen-~

sation for your amicable hospitality."

The Negro ran to the deor and hollowsd, "Hello Massa, Dutchman
hora".

We moyaed from the Cherokes Nation in Georgia to the Creek Nation

in Alabams about the year 1838 or 3s The distance is about 100 milas,.

I oan well remember the route we traveled, Loaving "Big Spring", or

¥Wolf's Stand", a noted place on tha old Federal road leading from:
Nashville, Tenn. to Milledgeville, Ga., we went through New Echota,

{New Town), situated on the Connsaugec River. Thls was a town whare
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sevoral head men of the Nation lived. And near Resac$a, whaerse a bloody

battle was fought, in the war of the Rebelaon. I remember vlsiting thls
town in the yaar 1837 while I was doing businsgs for Carter & Jonss, and
Couch & Bmmerson of Jonesboro, Temn,, Collacting wmonay for flour sold at
Rogs's landing (now Chattanooga, Temn.), and as far down as Florence

and Decatur 1ln Alabama. & few Indians then rﬁmainad at New Echota, bul

tha great body of them had bean moved to the Indlan territory.

Hiram Turk, an agent of the United States Governmont,was at New
Echota on the ogeasion of my last visit there; setiling some matters
with the Indians.

Our en@igrant wagons took up the line of march from New Echota to
Alabama and the next place on our route that I rmmember camping, and
wvhich has becoms notad in the subsequant history of thoe couniry, is
tha junction of the Chattahoochee, and Hightower Rivers, whare the

i .\1 . i B
City of Roms now stands. Twuﬁ}‘*V&WN%QWFCLyU FJFTH¥GJ B
: etew , Povckon ,aL,.-

The lands in the Georgia part of the Cherckee Nailon were drawn
for by the heads of families in the state. It fell to the fortune of
a very poor man, a cooper by irade, 1o draw the lot on which Rome was
at first located. Of course the city has spread cut and now covers
other lois.

This new country that we moved to was purchased from the Crseks

by tha genaral Government shortly afier the Cherckee purchage was mada.

The Indians were st1ll residing there, their reservations to each head

of a family had not been located.
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We settled on Chockaloceo Creck, in Benton County, seven mlles from
Jacksonville, the county seat. I learn the name of the county has besn
changed to Calhoun since I left there. I do not know whether or not
this change of name was made bacauss Thomas H. Bonton and Andpew Jackson
onca fought a duel in Nashvllle, Tennessee, But 1t looks a 11ttle out
of harmony for a county 10 be named for Benton and its county seat named
for Jackson,

We were hlghly pleased with the country. The lands were fine, the
climate good, and good health prevailed everywhere, and the peopla who
vere mowlng into the country in great numbers ware contented and happy.

The land was very productive. The prinecipal crops were c¢orn and 37
cotton and all kinds of vegetables f%ﬁ;ished to perfactlon, .In fact,
everything put in the ground flourished, and yilelded so abunddntly, that
I have often said ln comparing countriaes, after traveling over twanty
states of the unibn, and llving in flve of them, I have never seen a
batter country -- all things considered than South Alabama.

Nothing would have caused my father to remove from there back to
Goorgls, but for the following reasons: He had bought & preemptlon
glaim to 160 acres of very flne land and moved on t0 it., This land he
would have entered at $1.25 per acre, and received a state grant. We
had made considerable ilmprovements on it, by bullding c¢omfortable housos,
and clearing up land and putting it 1n cultivation. When the Indians
names were enrolled by State Authority; be bought 160 acres more ad-

joining hlsg, from an Indian by the name of Chofee (Rabbit) who was

A
intitled to a reservation. This was also very fine land, on which
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there was an Indian town called Chofee Tallofow, (in FEnglish Rabbit-
Town), This laid broad side to the first 160 acres he had bought, making

320 acres of the cholce land in the famous Chockallocco Vallay. It was

very rich land laid well, The magnificient stresam ran cenirally between :

the two farms end T do not think there wers 10 acres in the whole 320,

1
]

outside of what fthe Cresk covered that was not itihblae. o J \
, ANV N
We were suproemely happy with these surroundings. Ye had abundaht wa
engouragement to work, and we all made good use of time and opportuni (Lﬁi££i1‘
ties; we had atock plenty 1o run the iwo farms, and my clder brother,

David, fivae years older than myself had come from Tennessee 1o help 38

us farm, making the available forece in the family half & dozen. We

# direct~ used great economy as well as industry, and perseverance.

We raised enough corn, and oats, besides root crops to carry us

through the year, and the ramainder of our land we planted in cotton.

We always ralsed pore cotton than we could piek out during the winter

and had to hire hands in the fall, and winter, to help save the crop

of cotton; and even then we sometimes had 1o pleough under cotion in

the spring that we could have made & dollar a day plcking it ocut. The

¢limate 4s so mild in South Alabama, we could work early and late. .

We were generally in the field by the time wa could see to work, and

would not lesve at night while we had light to work by. A good deal

of money ¢ould be made then reising cotton, but in dolng 1t theore was

ne time to play. The price of cotion then was 16 to 18 cents, now it

is T and 8.

#hile we livaed theres, my father, in speaking of tho South, and




¢otton ralsing, often sald there was monay 1n it; but sald he, "thare
is no tlme left to onjoy it". Our plans are oftan frustrated, our
best lald plansg, costing years of thought, and careful preparatlon may
be blastad, and swept away in a day. Thore ls much philosophy in the
colored preacher's advlco 10 his congregation, when he sald, "My bredren,
I advise you to not expect much in dis world, and you shant be dls-
appointed, "

This Indian Rabbit of whom father had bought the land and had psaid
for it, was killed at 2 ball play by & Cherokea about this time, and

thon 1t developed that hls land had not been located for him by the

proper authoritles. His name had boen enrolled all rlght, but in his

case no ovidence of location could be founde This being the fact, tho

question arose whether the widow or halrg could make tlitle to it.

Father bought 1t of the widow, also paid her for 11, and took a Dead

properly made out; having John Adrin as Interpreter; wlinessed and
acknowledged. But the land was so good, and tempting, that a company of
speculators, said to be worth a million dollars, headed by a man by the

name of Turnipseed, came and bought 1% also of the widow, and entered

sull for possasslon. Father always disliked to be involved in lawsuits,

and advised his sons to keep out of law, if possible. He often sald,

"in lawsuits, the winner is gencrally loeser", And in thls case he =ald,

"I can't gat my consent to see my children work hard the year reund,
14
raising and marketing cetten to defend a lawsult against such odds.

Brother David and I wanted to remsin ln possesslon of the land,

ond defend the title, and let father come with the balance of the family

59




up inte Georgia where he had bought a place on Chickamauga. But fathar
would not agreo to our proposition, but &old his claim to & man by the
namo of Cook, a neighbor, and put him in possesgicn and Cook gained the
sult against the speculators.* I havo an indistinct recollection of
traveling out of my way whon on that tiresome, hot horseback journey in
1837 collecting monoy for flour scld by Cartor & Jones and Crouch &
Emerson -~ going by Jacksonville, Alabama ito give evidence, I think, in
thot buit, in which the title to our home in Alabama was lnvolvaed. And
I remember Jacksonville is the place vhere Henry King, Esq. and 1 separ-
ated, after having traveled horseback so many days together, Bhrough the
hot sunshine and dust. h% golng still lower doﬁn in Alabama 1o wind up
gome old accounts; and I to follow the rivers collecting for flour sold
from flat hoats, TI'rom my reccllection of the land, and_?nhancament in
values up to the present time I would estimate that real estate today at
about $25,000. If the wheel of fortune hed in that instance turned in
our favor, it would have glven us a fine start, 1n place of keaping us
hard pressed.

‘But in the long run, it might have been no better for us. We have
alwaya had enough to oat and wesr and my opinion is after living more
“than 75 years, and seaing mach of the world, and having & large amount
of experimental knowledge of its business; that ae a rule paople can't
have more than & reasoneble competency of this worlds wealth without
injnry to some one, or more of the family who handles 1t.

I must give a 1little more of my recollectlons of Creek Indianas,

and Alabama, a country I loved so well; before I take my leave of 1t.
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I had learned tc¢ speak the Creek language, so I could make a trade with

them.

%: My fother had some goods there and T sold them to the Indians. I

went to sehool a 11ttle, but was kept pretty busy ralsing cotton and

corn in the summer, and picking out cotton in the winter and selling
gocds. We found a good deal of game iln the Creek Natlon, and I took
fmeh pleasure in hunting, whonever I had time.

These Indians were not e¢ivilized, but were savages; yet they were
friendly., They had no schools, and no printing press like the Cherokees,

yet their language was sasier spoken than the Cherokees. I had a turn

e —— e

to make acquaintances with the Indians; and was popular with them,

Thef would often come to me for informatlon and advice, although I was so
young. It has been nearly 60 years since I left there, but I can still
remember some Indian names, CQur noarest neighbors were Chofes, Holotta-
chopeo, Chokechada, Tohesofkee, and Hillobee.* This Indian~Hillobas,

had a fight with my uncle Sam Tipton., The Indian was in the_wrong.
Hillcbee got the worst of it. After it was over, he went to Tipton

with an interpreter and made acknowledgementis, and asked pardon, which
wag granted. He then said he would always love and respact Tipton, and

1n the best of humor ~-- lauvghing said, "horeafter my name is Hlllcbes

Tipton”,

The habits and =avage life of thess Indians were like other savage
tribes, the men would not work. They left all manner of work to be dona
by their women, while they roamed over the forosts, hunting. It is the
shisf characteristic of the Savage Nations of all times to lmpose upon

the female part of their tribe. As they become cilvillzed, they become




more and more ashamed of themselves and by degrees begin to treat their
mothers, wives and daughters as human beings.
I have had ample cpportunities to know a great deal about three
tribes, the Cherokees, the Creeks and the Chippewas {Ojibwas}, and they
are all alike as far as thelr savage nature goss; and that can only Ee
gradually changed by clvilizatlon, and very slow progress can be made
with the full blooded Indian; he seems as a rule to havse no desirs to
be anything but a savage and even prides in it. DBut when the blood of
any of the Indian tribes that I have known becomes mixed, and the sur~
roundings are favorable, the tendency 1s upward, and the savage instincts
ars soon forgotten by constant asssociation with civilized people, T 42
heve a remarkably fine 1llusiration of this theory in one of my n %gh- u¢l/
borg, who lives now only half mile from me in Elk Park, N, C. {® LhL:Jj4u
His father was a full blooded Cresek Indian. I knew him well; we
tived in the same town {Elizabethton, Tenn.) for 30 years together. He
was brought to Elizabethton at the close of tho Cresk war by General
Natheniel Taylor whon he was & little boy. General Taylor pibked him
up immediately after the battle of the 'horse shoe'; in Alabama, and
carried him home behind him on his horse., He nnmed‘him Dufflieidd, after
a colebrated lawyer of that name then living in Ellzabethton. As he
grew up, the name was abbreviated to "Duff", Years after the people
gave him the sobriquet of "Brandy¥; I presume because he loved the
eritter as is sc¢ common with the Indian.

When I became acquainted with Duffield at Elizabethton, after having

known the Creeks so well in their own Nation, it was natural for me 1o

want to talk to him about his people, the Creeks of Alabama, as I had



lived for three years among tham and could tallk their language to some
pxtent, But I found thelr language was a doad letier as far as he was
concerned, and he c¢ould romember nothing aboui his people. Duffield did
not incline to want to asgociate with the white people, but went with
the colored people, who at that time were nearly all slaves in this part
of the country. He becams acquainied with a colored woman belonging to
Col, John Hardin, a well-to-do farmer, living in the adge of North
Carolina; and the result of thils acquaintance was a bright intelligent
boy they call Peter Hardin who lived in the Hardin family as a slave
until freed by Abraham Lincoln's proclamatlon. Peter Hardin waes estaemed
by the family and all who know him. As to intelligence and general in-
- formation he ranks higher than tho average whitc man with the same op-
portunities and surroundings.

He 15 quite a business man and stands fair in this community and 1is
'nﬁt ignored on account of "celor and previcus condition of servitude',
"He married a nice respeciible colorad woman and they "live at home and
board at the same houso". Peter owns 600 acres of land adjeining the
"gopporats limits of Elk Park and makes a good citizen.

How true the old saying,

"Flgsh and blood dont*t make tha man."

~‘Mpreh 25th, 1904,

- Letter written today to Peter Hardin GOpﬁing most of the mbove, in
(Sheiticg Stard)
“onswer to letter from him & few days ago.

Wo were 1living in the Creek Nation in 1834 when thoe great astﬁﬁomi-

10al phenomenon Occugéd. "The falling or shootlng stars" or Meteoric

Showers.




Thie strange occwrrance scared the Indians nearly to death, and in-
deed it alarmed the white people badly. The Creeks had one habit I
never noticed with the Cherokees and that was to bury all the psrsonal
effacts in the sams grave with the owner,

As the men would not work, it was indispenéigly nocessary for the
women to work or starve; for the men did not bring in game enough to
suppiy the families. The women cultivated garden patches with tho hoe,
The land wae s¢ rich and fertile and easily cultivated that they could
make a meager support from a few acres,.

They live mostly on sofka {hominy) and what wild meats the men

bring in. The Cherokaes ¢all hominy connahany. Sofka and connahany
are not made the sams way and have a different tasta.

Their women are lof{ alone a great deal, They all love dogs and
they have many of them, Jjust like tho poorasti class of white peoplo
sverywhere, I haveloften bean amused at the old squaws at their wig-
wams. I would stop in and find an old squaw with half a dozen children
and a mangy dog surrounding a little fire. Ths o0ld woman would want the
dog t0 retire ic gilve me room and she would scold him in this manner,
"0, Sus." The dog would pay no notice to it. She then says "O. Sus
mottot?, He still don't move., She then would, in much anger and wlth 45
great emph%bis on evary word say, "0. Sus Motiot, coman asuschea". The
dog would run thon for dear life.

I had batier opportunities to know the habits and characteristics
of the Cresk Indians than oither of the other tribes I have meniicned.

I lived longer among them and could spoek their language better. 1In

giving & truthful account of what I have seen of them in such & hurriad



manner and under great difficulties, I reluctantly pen the following;
though T doubt if some would not question the truth of it. I will be
vary brief on this subject.

I have ¢ften seen squaws look their childrens heads and sat the
product of their search. She would take il vaermin, one by one, and

place them under her upper 1lip and when she got enough to chew, she

would eat them., I have maen whole familles eat young bees, They would §
cpen & boe gum when they khew the young bees were nearly grown and take
out honey comb, bee and all. They would boll beans in the hull till
about half done, then teke a bean and double 1t so the ends come to-
gether and dip it in the honey and eat honey bees and beans all together.
I've seen 1ittle Indian boys watch wasp nests, whilel were nunerous
around the eves of their houses, and when the old wasps left the nest,
they would scale up and grab the nedt and aat nést, young wasps and
all, | 5
These Indians would eat cattile that died of murrain; they barbecue

and sat them, I will have cccassion to apeak further on of the Semi- 46

nole Indians, who for & long time inhabited the lowlands in Florida.
. b_5%
Thay were runaway Creesks. Yempv-al 1‘5 , Qﬁaa.

John €. Calhoun, my Joe Johh . .
When we wera flrst acquaint 52&0&44, wy WS, i

The worthies of the day John 97
Suppesad you were & Salnt. ahd“ﬂ) 9 ¥ a

You withstood the Champions of war
With Madison you know

But now you've beat the Hartford crew
John C. Calhoun, my Joe.

John C. Calhoun, my Jos John

Beth you and henry Clay

Are like the boy that had the goosa
The Gelden egg did lay.




You aro both great men in the land

But office rosa too slow

Your reckless haste has damned you both
John C. Calhoun, my Joa,

I cannot remember any more verses, I have forgotten tham.

(Note:) At the time we movaed from Alabama to Georgia, a faw counties

on the border of Tenneossse and Alabama belonged to George and Rev. 47
Alexander Harris, and Rev. Jamas Atkins were tho preachers. Harris
looked 1liks a boy, but was an oloquent talker. Atkins could not preach
at first, but he finally became a fins preacher. T have hoeard Dr.
Alexander Harris preach many very fine sermons and I attended jointly
with him in the treatment of Wrs. A. M. C. Taylor in her last 1llness{Ww
In Docember, 1834, just after the cold Saturday, we startsd on our 47
move to Walker County, Georgia where the town of Ringgold now slands, ﬁ534

10 miles from "Big Spring", whero wo had lived before moving to Ala-

bama, and about 20 miles from Chattanocoga, and immediately on the
Faderal road leading from Nashville, Tonn. to Milledgevillae, Ga.

The Cherockees had not left for their western homa beyond the
Missisaippi ﬁiver and, in fact, many of them peremptorily refﬁﬁed to
go, as alsoc did a great many of the (rooks. |

And finally within the next year, the Government of the Unitad
States had to call for troops to put down depridations committed by
the Indians, and to gather them up and ogggy them to thelr new homa
bayond the Missippi.

When the Creeks found that they had to give up their couniry ;n

Alabama, they broke away in large bodies. Men, women and children came




ovar into Georgia, pillagiﬁg as they traveled. It was belisved by many

that they werse trylng to get to Florida to join the Seminolss in a war
against thoe whites, agalnst whom they now had great enmlity for pushing
them off thelr lands and wanting them tc gb West. DBut many of them
turned Northeast and came more than a hundred miles 1nto tho neighbor-
hOOdJaJE steal chickens, hogs and other things to eat, and then.move
.on to another place. They were committlng so many depredations that
the militia was first called cut. I was then 18 ysars old and did my

first soldiering in that momorable campaign. We were part of Walker ]

o b
County's millitia. Archibald Shamblin wag our captaini\%ﬂ Qa%g%uLuéj

We had only fifteen or tweniy mlles to march before we met the
enomy. The Indians were camped at the Methodlst camp ground and were
not expecting us. This was in Dogwoocd Valley, Walker County, Georgla.
Nearly all their warriors wers out hunting., They were pretty well armad.
%hen we reached the encampment, the few armod men who had not gone with
the hunting party made resistance, and some of our men doubtlass would
have bseen killed, if I had not beon able to spsak thelr language well
enough to make them understand we did not intend them any harm. As soon
as they understood me, they drepped their guns and surrendered.

I was the only one in cur Company who could spsak a word in their
language. Ih a short time, the hunters came in and surrendered and we
had them to pack up everything they had and we started with the whole
crowd, men, women and children, to “Ross's Landing". Preparatory to
their long march to their new home in the Indien territory. There were 49

thousands of the most ignorant and unclvilized Indians of both tribss,
R—Bf&ﬂV\DA\:t’l.
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Cherokeas and Creaks, who had great aversion to going to their '"new
homeg". They hung about the borders of Alabams and Georgie, trespassing
upon civil neighborhoods heras and there untll thelr conduct could be
tolerated no longer,

Information of these Indian depradatlions was filed at Washington,
and General Covernment called into the field several regimants from
Gecrgie, Tennessse and Alabama. These troops were called for in June,
1836, General Hemphill of Georgisa ca}led for avery man subjact to
military duty in Walkeor County to medﬁ'him at Lafayette, tha County Seat
of Walker.

I lacked threse monthe of being 19 years old, General Hemphill
mistered us awhlle in anh open field; he then formed us into a long lins
and rode out in front of the line and sat on his horse while he told us
of the emergency that called us %o duty in defending our homes, reminding
us that we must sacrifice something individuélly for the public good;
that we must be wllling to leave our ploughs "in this June-tima, in the
unfinished furrow", and go to battle if need ba in defanse of our
country.

He then called for volunteers to step out 50 paces in front. I
had made up my mind to go at my country's c¢all; so, I stepped out at
once and it was fully twenty minutes before another man game out. I
felt lonely during those minutes, but we ralsed a full captaln's company
that day of 110 men. I could have been made Captain of the Company if

I had not been so young and inexperienced. (FFaﬂib (XQ‘U‘“;>

We had to start to our place of rendlvous as soon as we could go

50




homs and make some hasiy preparations. When we got t0 camp, We were
immediately mustered into service and placed under the immediate command
of General Charles H. Nelson, albrave and fearless man, and a gocd
disciplinarian, Here we had so many Soldiers from the different counties
that they could hardly be crowded into one brigade,
FALSE ALARM

On the 4th of July, a few days only after we were mustered in and
before we had drﬁwn our arms from the Government, only a few having
brought thoir rifles from homo, General Nelson made & speech t0 the
soldiers, in which he told us that he had just received a dispatch by
the hand of a courier stating that there was a large force of the snemy
only 4 miles from us, and that we might expect an attack that night,
and giving us some general directions. e gave orders 1o place out
guards around the encampment and he sent forty picked Cavalry 1o be
stationed on the public road loading in the direction of the enemy,
with directions to fire on the approach of the Indians and come into

camp at full speed. The army all spread blankets and laid down to get

what rest a soldier is allowed to take amidst such dangers. At about
midnight, the Cavalry men fired off their guns and came dashing into ;
camp, attended with all tha clattar that 40 horses feet on a hard dry

road could make. Our officers had ordered us to form a line and lie

flat on the ground so that the first volley of the enemy might miss pf

its mark by going over us, I remember just after we had gotten in this
position, a man by the name of Sherrod James, a momber of an adjoining

company came ruaning by me and rocognizing me sald to me, "If you live



to get home , tell my mother what death I die*., He was then making for

& swamp close by to hide. Tha soldiers "yung the changes" on him for

this cowardly act during the campaign.

(Insert) T will hera record a 1little incidont that occurrad badk~-
at home while T was in the army. A Federal force came 1*?31004
by my father's, near Ringgold, Georgia, in charga of a ¢ -
large numbor of Creek Indians they had captured on the ' -
Gaorgia side, taking them to Chattanocoga, and thence on
to the Indian Nation west of the Mississippi. A&s tho 'ETH;D,
Indians passed along the road by the field whora my
brothers ware ploughing, a little Creek Indian boy about
10 or 12 years old stapped out of ranks and came to the
fenca and shook hands with my brothers Isaac and Samuocl,
--and-said, "Where is Tip"? They racognized him at once
as Cituaga, son of Chofa, The family was our nearest
naighbors in the Creek Nation for the tima we lived
there, and Tipton Jobe was about the same age and was
this boy's playmate. He bid them farawell and went on
tc his home in tha west.

Our company was sent to Camp Lee, in Broomtown Valley and stationod 52
there. We built good substantial houses theras and were wall situated
and perfactly satisfied for the valley was dansely populated with wall-
to-do farmers and we had everything we wantad.

Tn the midst of our rejolcing on account of our fine buildings and
good times, we were saeing in our friendly intercourse with the many
hespltable citizens who daily visited us, vwe were orderad to give up all
enjoyment of the fruits of our labor and march back to Camp Scott on

Coosa River. This movement was set on foot by Dt. Harry Rogers of our

company, that he might run for Major of tha Regiment.

4 numbor of the men sald they would not obey the order. I falt at
first like rafudging t¢ march with the ragiment, knowing it was a selfish
move on the part of an officer to have himself promotod. DBut having

racantly bean elected Sergeant of our Company and having access to
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offlcerg books ond had beon roadlng military law and discipline and all
aboul, officers and soldiers duty, I found that there wag ag pgreat a
difforence betwean the officers and their men in the time of way, as
botween & kling and his subjects; and, furthermore, we had taken an
oath to obay our superior officors° "I wa.s theirs 1o command and ours
to dbay. " (?JQ_WA\) -m_e,,u 6‘-6 DA \/t‘*’lwfw.z.ua. M)
Notwlthstanding all this, while I concluded to go on without T Mo -
ing., Iloven of as good men ag we had 1n our company merched cut about
half a mile on the morning we started and there they broke.ranks and
staocked thelr arms around a tree and started for home. Captaln Hodgs
Rayburna, who ought to have command of our company, had ylelded it to
First Lt, Rogere from the fact that he knew abaoclutely nothing about
mllitary discipline, and Rogers was & very competent officer, having

bean sducated at West Point. Lt. Rogers dispatched & curft®r to head-

. guartars to report the fact of the desertion to General Nelson,

We made a forced mareh that day, swimmlng & rlver that was out of
1ts banks. We ware all tired out snd much fatigued when we went into
camp that night. We woro soon sound asleep, At about midnlght we were
arougsed from our profound slumber by tho sound of the hugle and thae
clatter of 40 horses fest coming down a long stretch of hard gravefg
road before reaching our encampment., It was the cavalry from Camp
Scott going in persuit of the eleven "deserters'.

I had been posiing myself in regard to military law and found If
the law was anforcod to the letter, these men, my neighbors, and good
citizens at homa, must be shot and thore could be no appeal. I remem-

ber now, though 56 yeers have obliterated many other lncldents from my

Doav o fotlimvet Rome. and Friaght fack,
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mind, how intensely mournful that bugle sound was that dismal night!
I could see, in my dlsturbed dreams, speciros representing these eleven
men baing brought up, tried and startoed to their place of execution.
They halted and made some hasty inquires of Lit. Rogers about the
gountry and roads they would have to travsl in their p;}suit of the
men, Then at the sound of the bugle they gelloped off. Within a few
doys after we vreached headquarters at Camp Scott, this cavalry force
raturned with evory ons of those mon in hand-cuffs. They were placed
in a strong building made of logs and kept under guard night and day
during the balance of the campdign., There was no intimation given out
what would be their fate, but many of the soldiers believad they would
be shot.,
When the time came for us to0 be discharged, we were all mustered
out of service and raﬁeived an honorable discharge. It has been over
56 years since the events that I now dascribe happened; butl, as well as
I can remember, my discharge {(which is now on file at Washington, D. C.)
read about as follows: "This 1s to certify that Abraham Jobe, Sergeant
in Capt. Hodge Rayburn's Company of Georgia Volunteers, ls this day
honorably discharged from tha service of the United Statos, bearing
with him the testimony of his commanding officer for his good conduct
(Desnting Diahonomily dischangeds 4g Tor edadds
P Nelaony }

By order of C. H. Welson, Major General, Commanding Volunteers."

during the Campalgn.

On the same day these discharges were signed, General Nelson had
these eleven men brought out of prisen and the whole brigads was brought
up and formed in & hollow-square. In the center of this square, thore

was a big plne log with the bark off. On this log the prisoners were




£1.

placed by the guard. 1 do not suppose at that awful moment a single man
in the Army knew the fate of the eleven men except General Nelson himself.
They looked deathly pala, General Nelson in uniform with the milltary
law in his hand rode on his splendid charger up in front of them, As I
remember it, the fellowlnz is about the words he used in the short
speoch he mde to the eleven desertiers:;

"Men, stand up." They rose and the general said, "I have Jjust
performed a duty to the falthful soldiers I have had the honor to command

in this campaign by glving them all an heonorable discharge, which will

be creditable to them and thelir children. And I now have a palnful duty

to perform touching the raecord of you eleven men have made in the present

s

I
fron campalign. After you voluntesrly agreed 10 go out 1n defense of your

0 hemes, and have taken a solomn oath to obey your supericr offlcers

(here General Nelson read extracts from the millitary law in regard t lQE;ﬁj?

desertion). You deliberately walked out of ranks without leave and

returned to your homes. You sss from the extracts I have read in your

hearing from the milltary law, that you have forfelted your lives, and
I could have you all shot here todaye.
But I have concluded not to have the law executed in its utmost

rigor in thils case, But whlle I extend this clemency to you, I must

t8ll you here in the prasence of all these faithful, honorable soldiers,

that you have disgraced yoursselves and your conduct in this campalgn.

¥ill tarnish the character of your chlldren. I would not glve a damn

for o soldler who, if I commanded him, would not march wlth me to the

confines of hell, and shoe himgelf with iron and march in."



"You may ¢onsidor yourselves “disghonorably dischargsed“. Go home

and if your country should ever call again for your services, try to

redesm yourselves from this blot that rests upon your mamory.!

In this campaign which lasted but three months, fortunately we had

no fighting to do; but we had a great deal of ' dtty to do and

hard marching and much of it I regarded as unnecessary, We generally

had plenty to eat, but on one occasion we were three days and nights

without anything to esat, This was caused by high waters cutting of f our

wagon trains that hauled our supplies. Then after being so lohg without 57

food of any kind, the first thing we got was roasting sars for the men

and the cornetelks for the horses. We had to uge great caution in

counting cut just sc mwany ears to each mess or the men would have killed

themselves.

{Marginal Note} I should have mentiocned here how rigidly the
military law was enforcaed in the case of Hughes,
tha teamster, who was trying to pass the guard
in the night with the first supplies, afier
the water fell so ths wagon irain could reach
our encampment. He was stopped by the guard
and told he c¢ould not pass without givlng the
countersign. He told him he could.not do that
but he mst pass at once with his supplies
and started hie team, and the guard thrust his
bayonat through his thighe.

We were discharged at Camp Scott about 15 miles below Rome, Georgia

¢n the Cocsa River. We wera discharged about ona o'clock P.M., and we

were s0 anxlous to get home we travelad that svening and the bast part

of that night. Before we reached home, we wore met by the paymaster of

Since the war of the rebelllon, sselng so many

the army and paid off.

drawing pensions (soma of them big ones), whe did no service, nor made
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any more amacrifice than we did for we volunteered in June, "and left our
ploughs standing in the unfinished furrow", I have thought & just and
ganerous government ought to give the few survivors of the Indian Wars

a small moiety out of a plethoric treasury. If I were & member of
Congress, I would vote to do away wlth pension boards, thereby saving
hundreds of thousands of dollars te¢ go to the soldiers, and send special
datectlves around to ascertain fraudulent casas.

About 10 or 15 years afior this service was rendered, Congress
passed an act giving us sll a land warrant., Then on the 27th of July,
1892, Congress passed a.law giving us a pension of $8.00 a month, dating
from its passage.

F1k Park, N. C., May 25th, 1893.

I have written tho forogoing pages by snatchlng as'it wora a foew
momente at different times from other and more pressing business, ond
I left this space to state what action was taken by the Commlssioner
of Pensions in my case.

My name was put upon the pension roll on February 3rd, 1893 at
$8.00 per month. On that day the pension office owed me $49.87 for which
they sent mo a check; and I will draw $24.00 quarterly hersafter, Mine
1s a sarvice pansion - not an invalid pension., I de¢ not have to prove
any disabllity.

Shortiy after my return from the army, my Uncle Abraham Jobe, for
whem I was named, wrote to me to come to Jonesboro, Tennessee 10 bacome

a salesman in the store of Carter & Jones and remain with them long

ess, s0 as to take charge of a store he intended to establish at his
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" home saven miles from Jonasboro, where Johnson Clty nov stands.

I entoered tha store about Sept. 30th, 1836. I was closely con-
fined in the store during the fall, winter and spring, as thoy had &
largo trade. During the spring of 1837, Carter & Jones entered into
copartnorship with Crouch & Emerson for tho purpose of buylhg up all
the flour of Washington County and shipplng it to Alabama in boats--
then the only means of transportation., In shipping this flour down
Chuckey and the Holston Rivers, they had the misfortuns to get two
hoats stove on Chucky River. I had now to leave the store and go down
on the river and hire teams and haul tha flour 5 miles around the Shoals
and reload it, and on the next tido have it shlpped.

This flour was shipped to Alabama. Most of this large lot of
flour was sold on a credit at Ross's Landing {now Chattanooga),

Gunters Landing, Florence, Decatur and other points. Some one had to
ba sent from tho stors on this long, tiresoms horseback journey 1o
collect these debts during the summer of 1837. This lot fell upon ma.
I sterted in company with Henry King of Washington County, who had
businoss of his own in Alabama. We left Jonesboro the dey after tho
alaction in August. T remcmbor we separated at Jacksonville, Alabama.
T went across tho country to Guntors Landing, made my collactione, and

then on to Floronce and Decatur. I had been warned before leaving

Tonesboro of the danger of traveling over the Sand Mountaln, and s0 as

not to be without weapons for defense, I borrowed a good six shootor
from ¥m. G. Brownlow before starting and I had a large dirk knife., If
T had known all the dangers I had to pass through, I would have re-

fused to mkse tho trip.
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The first alarm I had was the night after I left Gunters Landing

ih the evening to go to the only stopping plece on the top of Sand

Mountain, onh my way to Florence, Alabama, I got to the hotel about an

hour after dark and found the hotel keaper in a dying condltion from a

fractured sELll roceived on the same road I had traveled just the night 60

before. This hotel kespor had gone to Gunter's Landing in company

with a noighbor and after reaching there was seen changing $400. with a

morchant, $400, in Alabama money for Virginla money, and this murderer

could net stand the temptation., He left before the mn with the money

did and waylald him on the mountaln and knocked him off hls horsec with

& hoavy now hoa he had bought that day and thought he had killed him,

and took his money and flad. This wounded man was allve whan I left

next morning, but there was but 1little hope of his recovery., This Sand

Mountain country was infested with robbors and murderers at that early

dey -~ Just after it was sattled -- and 1t was exceedingly dangerous

for strangers to pass through thsera,.

I began now t¢ be more on my guard after thls expoerience. I watohed

pvery word and look, but I was compellad to continue my route. I could

not turn to ths right or left for there was but one way to reach nmy

destinatlion and that was for many miles right along the top of Sand

Thero were long stretches

Mountaln, encountering all of its dangoers.

of level land on top of the mountain with only hare and thero a settler,

It would be mahy mileg in places where I could sea no indlcation that

tho country over had beon inhabited. I had to travel alone. ©GCh, how

lonelyt ™"BEvery leaf was at rest, and I heard not & sound; but & wood-

pecker tapping a hollow Beech tree." What a time for reflection, one




. Moqe. whihe, as Tna chb
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would say; I was too badly scared for reflection about that time.

After I had gotten off the mountalh intc a more densely populated

nelghborhood, I stopped about 2 P.M: to get dinner and my horse fed. 61

2% housa
tan in Durlng my stay for one hour, I told the farmar aboui the hotel man's

misfortune and his talk and mannar increased my alarm very much. He
wag 6 prosperous farmer, owned a good farm and servants, but I feared
him. I believe he was a murderer and robber and harbored a gang of
thase meh., He askad me to ostay with him as I returned. I belisved if
I did T would never leave thaore alive. I felt sure that he and his
accompllces would murdsr ma.
(Note.,) How I am astonished at myself to find in reviewing my

dotails of my collacting tour in Alabama; I turn back

whara I came 50 near beilng murdered and robbed, and

give no account of my visit, ccllectlons, etc. at

Florenca, Decatur and other places in Alabama. I

went on 1o these points and collected a considerabls

amount of monay, whlch occupied my time for several

days; one being Sunday, I remember, which was spent

at Florehce. At Docatur, I saw the first Railroad

and steam engino. This road was made around the

Muscla Shoals.

Az I returned, it was about dinner tima. His house was some dis-

tange up o lane from the main road and rather hid from view by an

orchard. I hoped I was not seen, but they were expecting and watohing

for me. I rode on making & half circle to the right as I followed the

road, I had gone half mile or more when I saw lmnediately before me,
in a straight streich of road, a woman {as I then thought) coming meet-

ing me when I came nearcr to her. I suddenly réalized my danger. I

saw I was meeting & man dressed in woman's clothes. I immediately draw

my pistol and cocked 1t and held it in my right hand with my finger on



the trigger, my bridles in my left.

I made the would-be murderer pass on my right. I had the drop on
him and he knew it. I kept wmy pistol presented and turning to hlm, in-
tanding if he made & motion to draw & weapon, 1 would put slx bullets
into him as rapidly as I could fire. When I had reached a safe dlstance
from him, I put spurs to my horse and gallopad away. He T (to be
a crazy woman. Spittle was running down over his c¢hin and he made
motions and mumbled out something &1l the time he was passing, vwanting
to talk toc me. I was satisfied he came from the house I had just passed.

As I pressed on, I inquired for soma route by which I could aveld pass- 62

ing over Sand Mountain in my return trip, but could hear of none. So Hwﬂwa,

I pushed on as fast as I eould without dinner or my horse being fed hﬂjk
until in the evening I found by turning off the road a few miles I | Wallaep.
could stay with Me, Wellace, a wealthy man, and be in no danger.

#hen I rode up, I found Mr. Wallace was absent but would be at
homo that night. Mrs, Wellace told me I could stay and sent & ssrvant
to take care of my horse. She showed me to my room upstairs. 1 was
tired and the weather was warm and I laid down t5 rest. I had not been
there mora than haelf an hour t1ll she came and asked me 1f T would not
1ika to Ses soma fine machinery and witness the manufactﬁra of cloth by
her servants more rapidly than by the old country loomt Of coﬁrse I
went with her., I noticed tﬁat she had changed her dress -- that is she
had dressed up. I was very young then and had not traveled much. She
wag o handsome woman, about 25 years 0ld. She showed me around all ths

Nagro houses and the various kinds of work the servants werse doing. 1



could not understand this strange conduct as T had naver seen her bafore,
and I felt alarmed. I reazoned this way; that was laying plans to havse
an sxcuse for her husband to k11l me when he camo home and found me
there. But I coculd do nothing to avert the danger even if I was ¢orrect
in my ¢onjectures. Even if T would make an excuse t0 leave, I had no
place to go; and I could do nothing better. When night came I went to
bed earlier than my usual bedtime. | 63

When I trled to lock my door, I found the lock broken -- this fact
gaemed to add to my conjectures. I ihen placed my plstol and knife
under my plllow and laid down, bult not to slsep, It would have besen
imposslble for me to sleep undar such surroundings as I felt I had
that night. T laid and tosssd and groahed until about 11 o'clock.
Then I heard footeteps approaching the house and I supposed 1t wae
Wallacs coming to kill me. Great drops of sweat covered my body when I
distinctly heard two men aenter into the hall below and go into Mra.
Wallaca's raom.

They remained there about half an hour, then I heard footstaps
ascending the stairs, When they came oOpposite my room they stoppad
and talked in a low whisper. I laid still with my hand on my pistol,
Intending to sell my life as dearly as possible; but I determined to
walt for somo demonstraticn on the part of my assailanis. After a
little, one of the men gently cpaned the door and walked easily to the
hursau on the oppositis side of the room and opened a drawer and taking

out some papers mde his way out, and down siairs as stealthly as he

had entered., I was now relieved, I could breathe freely. I went to



sleep in an hour or so and slept soundly till morning. At breakfast,

Mr, Wallace explalned his coming into my room, Ha was after papers to 64

have a gsttlement with the man who was with him and wantsd to settle

-%FR,. Csee
)
that night as {the man must start very early next morning.(_ g&“xg4phﬁciqh{b

. . o U
(Note) This man with Mr. Wallace was an officer and was in pur-
: sult of a man who waz Tleeing from the country to aveid CHQLO*m‘)
paying a debt due to Mr. Wallace, and M+, Wallace came uuﬂjid&)
Into my room to get papers, showing the fugitive'l's in-
debtedness, on which his arrest could be made.

This case shows how important it is t© be certain that hamm is

intended before we commence shooting., We cannot always be safe in

going by appoarances. I wag treated very kindly by Mr. & Mrs. Wallace

and after paying a reasonable bill, I bid them farewell and resumed my

Journey over the memorable Sand Mountain and .on to John Ross's, five

miles from Ross's Landing (now Chattanocoga). Mr. Ross had moved over

on the Tennessea side preparatory 1to moving to the Indian territory.

I followed on to his new home as T was compelled to sege him. John Ross

wag Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, When I arrived at his

house, I was informed by his wife that he was not at home but would be

homs that night and I waitod his return. When he came, John Howard

Payne was with him. Ross and Payne were fast friends and visited each

other whenever they could make it convenient. Mr., Ross paid me next

merning the money he owed for flour and I took my leave of the two

gentlemen I found to be sociable and friendly.

Some time afterward, I learned from the newspapers the following:

The night after I left the Chief's house, two Faderal officers came and

arrosted both Ross and Payne and took them to Milledgeville, Georiga,
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QHWard to placs them in Jjail. (I never could lsarn on what charges they wore 65
drested :

2 o8r- arrested.,) Ag they were all four traveling along horseback in ihe

111

&,Gﬂ. doleful dark night, in a light drizzling rain, one of the officers

feited
itlears. was riding by the side of Ross, the other with Payne. They were tired,

worn out and sleepy. Payne to pasp away the time, commenced singing
"Home Swest Home" and, of course, he could sing it as nc ong elsa could,

and @apecially under the circumstances he was then placed. When he

finlshed, the of ficer riding by his side was weaping and said "Who com-
poaed that songi", and Payne answered "I did", The officer said, "the
man who can composa such a song as that shall not go into Milledgeville
jall if I can prevent it", And owlng to that officers influence, hoth
prlscners were rolessad at once and returned home with the officers.
From Chief Rogs's, I ecams to the old Cherokeo Agency at Calhoun,
new Charileston, Tennesses and made some collections there and in that
vicinity:; and out on Ocoee River; and ihen staried for Jonashoro -~

my home -~ "Homo sweot home, there is no place 1like home"., When I

arrived at Jonesboro, I was much worried and overworked by iy long, hoi

horseback journey with all of its excitement. I pald over the money I
had collected to my employers, amounting to several thousand dollars,
and related my halr bredth escapes from murderers and robbers and re-
gaived from them thelr thanks and many words of encouragement, which

did me much good. It scnds a thrill of joy through the “inner man" ¢

knoy that through much labor and danger, I had ronderad satisfactinn.ﬂ(g, )
;ﬁﬂ This was in 1837. The money penic of that year, which is a part of the 66

hietory of the country well remembered, especially by all business men,



caused my Uncle to weilnquish the idea of goling into the mercantile

business and, therefore, I quit clerking and entered school at Jones-

boro under the tuition of Robert McLin, an excellent man, and geod

teacher.

Besides my cousin David

I boarded with my Uncle and Aunt Gibson.

Jobe Gibson, I had many estimable school and classmates. The schooljbl- 70

2y sehonl

wag made up of the best and most moral young men it was ever my fortun it

to become acquainted with. When momory carries me back to ihose happyi?iij%%Eﬁ

days of innocent amusoment when out of school, and honest endeavor to g J&u
L

advance in our studies when in school, I know they were my happlest M !)

deys., My Aunt Phoebe Gibson was a model of a woman; I loved her like

a mothar, She took the same interaest in my welfare as she did in that

of David, her only child.

The moral excellence of our immediate heighborhood one mile and

a half below Jonesborc had an excellent effect upon my conduct and

doportment; Jjust at an age when everyone ig forming a character and

baginning to lay the foundation for a 1life of happlness and usefulness,

or the opposite, a lifc of misery and disgrace.

I will, with love and revercnce, ever remember the wholesoms and

impressive advice given me by my dear Aunt Gibson whe never ceased her

care and kind offices as long as she lived. ©She was & plain out-spoken

yoman with no affectation. In a word -- she l1lived to make thé worlid

The commuznity in which she lived

botter by reeson of her living in it.

lost much when she dled.



April 17th, 1904, I want to add more to what I have
said In regard tc my dear Aunt Phosbe Gibson. I
regard her as being tha vory hest, the most truthful,
most honest, unselfish, bold and determined woman I
aver knew. And I knew her well and for a long timsa,
many years, Sha was a Baptlst in sentiment, but
never becams a member of any church, But she was the
graatast weman I ever knew.

Her only son, Dr, David J. Glbson, and I were raised up together,
He was always, from childhood, a quiet ineffensive boy énd graatly
gstesmad by all who knew him. He became a dovout chrisiian and died
an exempliary member of the Presbyterian Church. He spent most of
his professional life at Jonesboro; but a few years before he died, he
moved to Ellgabethton, and did his last practice there, But few men
enjoyed the confldence of the people where he lived to the extent Dr.
Gibson did. Aunt Gibson was my father's sister. My dear departed
sunt - may blessings resi upon har memory.

After this slight digression, I will resuma my account of my last
schaol days. When I entersd school, it was with a determinatlon to do
tha very best I could with my opportunities, I was a faw yoars older
than my cousin Davlid, but not so far advanced in our studles. I had

not enjoyed many schoel advantages, My father had & large family, and

he moved several times up to the time of whieh I now write. He was not

a man of much means, yet he waz & good manager and kept clear of debt.

But baing the second boy, I had to bs kept from school always during

crop time and often at other sesasons., S0 I had a poor chance to acquirae G8
an education until I entered this school. Here I commenced the study

of eciencas and Latine. I made rapid progress in these branches, esgpeci-

ally in Latin. My memory was excellent and my application was commendable.




We had a debating soclety belonging to our school and I tock great
pride in engaging in all the debates, These debates attracted the at-
tention of the best poeople of the neighborhood, and many attended our
weekly meetings, I had now just added Greek to my studies and my pur-
pose was to complete my education, if I could find means to do it, and
it myself for a profession as socn as possible,

But I had not completed my second ysar in thie fine school before
an event happensd which upset all my plans and caused me to quit school
and relinquish all my fond hopes and dreams fanned by & laudable ambi-
tion, and accept an offer to embark in the mercantile business in the
State of Georgia. The Cherckea Indians were all leaving thair old
homes in Georgia, thet is the remnant that had lingered.theré; éﬁd leav-
ing a great deal of money in Georgla.

My older brother, David, was still in Georgia and was clerking for
a mercantile firm, who, after buying thelr second stock of goods, sud-
denly concluded to sell out at wholesale on very favorable terms, and
my brother was anxicus to purchase them, but was not able to do so without
a partnar, So he came to Jonesboroc to ss if I would enter into co-
partnership with him and buy the large lot of goods. The plecture he
drew of our future financial pfospects was very flattering indeed, and
had indisputable facts to support his theory. He had been in business

long enough tc know thore was big money in it.

I accepted his offer and borrowed the monsy that my Uncle Abraham

Jobe intended investing in the business, had it not been for the money

panic in 1837. T gave ag security for thls money my brother and my




sther, and as our business was prosparous, we paid every dollar with
ll_n_tnraat by the time the first note was dus. I bada my friends in
Tennesses & reluctant "farewell, and made my way to Georgia, in
 Pebrusry, 1839.

I regret that I have failed to keap dates az I hurried
along in giving this skaetoh, and I know that apologies
will do no good now, to say that in my old age - now

nearly 87 - I can't be expecied to make amens for what
I should havo done earlier in lifse. (?ofizd‘ -

e Vs e

Tho naw mercantile business of A & D Jobe. Wa opcned our new & 10

bualnegsa near where Ringgold now stands, under the firm name of A & qub)

tFJ&L

smount of money left in the country on account of the removal of the m
- Up

- Jobe on the 20th day of Februwsry 1839. In addition to the great

Indinns, the survey of the Western & Atlantic Railroad was already CA.me
¢ommoncod and was pushed steadily to completion.
A it was entirely a 3State road, there was no lack of money te
_finish it. Our location on this road and though we wore careful to
- noY take contracts for work on the road, we were not careful encugh about
~80lling goods on credit to contractors. We lost money by selling to
goveral of them, although our rule was to only wait a month - from
. u_ntirmtoa to estimates.
. Ona of us would attend at the county seat {Lafayette) where con-
:"!..'tfa_ptor's woro paid off to gat our money. Some times we got and some-
1_ms wo didn*t. In those days, seclling goodas on a credit was the
g @dar of the day. Tvery marchant sold on a credit, and it was tempting
- o business \a;as brisk and profits good. OQur stock was full and every-
."'hogiy'_seamed tc be maklng money, and we had no time io think about any-

thing but sell all the goeds we could.




WAMUISCRIPT - - o
seorion A5 MO0 1046
We did a large business. 'We took in a large amount of money, but
we 50ld enilrely too nuch on & c¢redit before we had time to see what

we woro doing. "We had entirely 100 much confidence in mankind". We

were llke nearly everybody else, we had to learn this lesson by ex-
perience. The old saying is true, "exporience teaches a dear school,
but fools will learn in no other",

ffe even sold supar and coffee and other groceries on a credit -
eften these favors were generally to those in whoin we had tha utmogt
confidence, In 1841, the bankrupt law was passed and many of the
customars who owed us rushed unto its embrac¢es with eagerness, thus
robbing us of ocur dues, When they could in numarous instances hava
paid us with the fee 1t cost them to get through the court of bank-
ruptey. Our intimate friend, Jesse G. Blackwell, tock the benefit of
the lew, owing us $1,343,50 bosidos interest. In this case, we toock
1t tc the Supreme Court of the United States, and we lost it there.
This man Blackwell was a prominent man well thought of and married a
woman with a fortune about tha time the suit was trled,

A Presbyterian preechor, after buying all the goods toc supply hls
fomlly for two years including groceries, rather then pay the debti, ha
made his land over to his infant son, but wa followed the case from
court to court until he compromised the suit by selling us the farm.

The next bad luek we had was in this. After the possage of this

infamous law, we determined to sell out and move to Texas. We collected

~ovar soven thousand dellars, all the money wo could {several thousand

dollara) to purchase lands in Texas, and my brother went there for that

72
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purposa and on his way, at New Orleans, learnihg that our papor money
wou_ld be worthless to him in Toxas, ho gavae soven perconit in exchango
for gold.

Yhen ha arrived by steamer at the City of Houston, Texas, he gave
his monoy in charge of the hotel keepor to put in his safo whils he
would go out and buy & horse, gaddle and bridle to explore the country.
He was gonoe two hours and whon he asked for his monay, every dollar
vas gona. Ho had baroly enough money buckled arcund him to bring him
back home. He consulted a lawyer about holding tho hotol keepor rospon-
gible for tho monoy, but ho advised him to not try 1t, saying he would
fall and then the hotel man would arrest him for false imprisonment,
ana in the oxcitement, his friends would get up - 1t might cost him
his life. Brother belioved the lawyer was particepts criminis in the
transaction. This was in 1840, Then Texas was very wild and strangers
were not very safe thero with monoy. Of course, he did not like Texas
a8 soclaty was ihan constituted. He traveled a 1little over tha country
and roturned home, taking all his friends by surprise .e.t his oearly
returil.

It vas agreed botween us that while David was gono to Texas, that
in order to save a debt of $60Q. due us from Fred Cox, one of our
customers, that I would (at Mr. Cox's request) teke a powsr of attorney
and go to Florida and sell a plece of land he owned thoere and apply the
proceads of the sale to the payment of our note, and pay for my trip,

covering my exponsgs, etc.

Cox deliverad to ms two letters, purporting to have bean wrltton
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by one Seaborn J. Hall, stating that he would give one thousand dollars,
oash down, or twelve hundpad dollars in twelve menths with interest frﬁm
date for the land. If anything was remaining after paylng the note, and
for my time, expenses, etc., I was to pay it to Cox on my raturn.

I nad a very hard trip as there were no railroads in Georgia then,
I gtarted June 15th, 1840, on horseback; but after traveling about 150
miles, I hurt my horso's back so badly, I had to hire a sulkey for the
remdinder of the journasy. After a long, hot, fatiguing journey through
.swamps and hammocks, I at last reached the section in which the land
twad said to be located. I hunted up Mr. Danhard who it was said knew
more about the lands than any other citlzen. I hired him to hunt up
Mr. Cox*s land. Afier four days constant work, we found the land near
the State 1line betwoan Georgia and Florida, but could find ne man
anawering to the name of Seaborn J. Hall"., The oldest gettlers in that
country avered that no¢ such man had ever beon known thera. It than
flashed over me that the latters I had in my pocket wera forgeries and
this ﬁas part of his scheme t¢ rid himself of paying tho money he owed
ue. He knew my brother had gone to Texas and if he could manage to
get me out of the couniry; and he could sell his property at Groea?&aine,
and as he had no famlly, ho could mke it convenient to be "Non esti
inventis" when wve raturﬁed. Uj)w“‘*“f"‘ﬂa“““ Wow Daawﬂ-J “‘lﬁ"—)

The land was very level and covered so thickly with fine pine
timber that a wagon c¢culd hardly have room to pass through it. The
country then was sparcely settled and so much land being offered for

sale, I could get no offer for it; so I had to turn my face homeward,
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‘without acecomplishing anything.

In roaming over the couniry huniing up this land, my friend,

Dennard, showad me the spot to which he plloted the militia a few years

before t0 kill and captura a band of Creck Indian® who had. robbed and
burnt a t0wgr near to the Goorgia state line. He conductad the army
through & hammock or swamp to where they were encamped on a promontory,
Several Indians had come down to the water and werse bathing when they
fired on them, killing ssveral the first vollaey.

Thers was a great deal of game in that c¢ountry, such as deer,
bear, raccoons, wild cats, catamounts, etc. Mr. Dennard told me of a
boy having been killed near him by a catamount about a year before I
was there., The 1little fellow had gona alone after the milk cows in the
avening and was caught by the animal, and bafore hls cries could bring
help, it had torn the boys bowels out with lts claws. -

The bears ware troubleaoms by destroylng their crops of corn in
the fleld in tho fall, The farmers killed a great many of them by
sharpening the ends of strong sticks and driving them firmly in the
ground with the sharp end up, inside the field where they Jumped over,
and they would light on the sharp points and the sticks would run through
them and kill them. S0 not being able to sell the land, I turnad my
gsorrow stricken faca homeward. If I had been foriunate enough to havas
& train to bring me back as I c¢ould if it were now, I might have reached
home without coming so near losing my 1ife as I did by riding so far
in the haat and dust in June and July.

After I had returned 1o within about two hundred mlles of home,




'1 was taken sick with fever among strangers. I had not read medicine

then, ond it was T miles from where I lay sick ih Jackson County, Georgia

to the nearest town vhere I could send for a doctor, He came in the

night and gave me some medicine., Next morning I was no better. I asked

him what was the matter with me and he sald I had been exposed and had

taken cold, and I would be better in & few days, I said, "Doctor, don't

you think I have feveri!" and he said "No". He said, "If you are no bet-

ter in a feow days, send to town and T will come to sea you again". I said,

"o, I will not send. Go into Esq. Rogers' room and he will pay you for
your billl for this visit".(- &6 76

(Note) Tt was in this neighborhood I hired Me, Eppison and buggy
1o finish the balance of my trip after hurting my horse's
back.

I had read scme in Dr. Gunn's book and I hilred a young man to take

my horgo and hunt the country over for Dr. Gunn's book and on the second

day out, he returned with the book, I laid there and read till I found

the description of billious remittent fever, and I found my symptoms

filled the bill exactly. I sent to town and bought the medicines Gunn

proscribed for billious fever, and T made myself my own doctor. None of

my nelghbors knew anything about diseases or what treatment to resort to,

- but they were Xind and ready at any {ime 10 come and sdt up with me and
do &ll they could for me. I had & very hard and serious attack.

Thomas Shockley, whose residence was only half a mile away, was

particularly kind; he was with me at least every other night while I

loy at Bsq. Rogers. Ho came to my bedside at about midnight during the

second week of my confinement and said, ''You are a very sick man and




Esq. Rogers and wife are willing to do all for you they can, but thay
are 0ld and worked down. Would you risk baing moved over to my house
I T will come for you tomorrow with my carriags with & bed in 3t? I
have a wife and thres grown daughters, all in good health, and they are
able to give you the best attention.® T told him I would gladly go and
thanked him for his kindness, besides paying him and his family for all 77
they did for me,
{Note} Thomas Shockley with his wife and thrae daughtera did

much for me in my long and savero spell of fever. My

heart, with the warmost affgction, has followed them to

Texas. Old as I am now, 87, I wish I could meet tham

once more here and then again in a better world abova,

March 3rd, 1905,

Ho would not hear to taking & ¢snt. He said he did not proposs
taking me to his houss to chargse ma for it; but he did it to save my
1ife, which he feared was in great peril without the bast of cars,

Mr. Shockey cams the next day with his carriags and driver and with
avery comfort that kindness could suggest, and 1o mke the drivs
smoothar, he took me through his whoeat fisld whore the hands were
harvesting,on to a comfortabla room in his hospitable home. He soon
suggestied sending for Dr. Long, a friond of his who he promised me would
glve my cass all tho attention required, and assuring me that I woyld
be better pleased with him than I was with my first doctor, whose nams
I have forgotten.

Undor Dr. Long's treatment, I soon got botter and with ths un-
remitting care of Mrs. Shockley and her daughters, I gradually gained
strongth snough to 4it up and after a whilae ventursd to walk out into

[

the yard,




I had now Dean confined here a month and had not written a line to
inform them at homo whare I was and what was the matter, At this juncture,
¥r, Horton, a neighbor from up the country, was passing about 10 miles
a¥ay, and hearing there was a man of my name being sick on another road,
he cama by to seo me. I bagged him to not tell my people that I was
slek, but he feared I might naver get home and he told them of my condi-

tion when ho reachod home. He said he doomed it his duty.

In the meantime, my brothor had returned from Taxas, withoui one

dollar in his pocket - out of over seven thousand that he laft with.
I was 34111 at Shockleys beyond the Chattahcochee Rivar.

Mhlle sitting one day in the yard under a beautiful shade trae
thinking about "home sweot home", and the rapidly chenging events in
lifa, I looked down the long lane that led to Mr. Shockleys barn, and
eotton gin, to0 the min road, and I saw someone coming in a covered
carriage, drawn by a large sorral horse with a white face and, although
& quarier of a mile away, I felt sure it was *Dick", our trusty buggy
norse, and sure enough it was, with my brOthoy?who I thought was in
Texas buying lands for us to move tg as driver,

I was now baraly able to¢ ride ocut in a carriagoe. Brother said
nothing to me that evening about his misadventures, but next day va
rodo out to tast my strength for our return trip, and as we rode along
I recounted to him my hardships in my trip and perils in my sickness,
and wound up by telling him all that risk of life, hardship and suffering,
and the money spent was all for nething; that I had met with nothing but

ohe disagter after anothar avaer since I left home.




I remgmber he rode on for soms minutes without speaking. I have 79

thought no one could describe his feslings during those few momants.
Like a dream his mind was rapidly taking in the months and years of
toil, the care, and economy, and self denial that this money had cost
us - that had boeon takon from us - by no fault of ours, while, in fact,
wg were oxerting ourselves for our best intorest and both of us risking

our lives. And when we saw that by propar investment, notwithstanding

our lesses by the bankrupt law, we could place ocurselves in easy cir-
cumstances, than to have it swept away in a dey, it was hard to bear.

| He then commenced his doleful tale about the loss of his money in
Texes, which I have named befors. By the time he concluded, I being
slck and g0 weak was completely overcome, and wo both took a hearty cry,
which, with the resolves we both made immediately after, did us both
good. This was all we could hope to get oul of that investment of

thousands. LM ‘N\La' M ¥ S ! 1-“ E\m)

The next day or the day after, we started home. It has been over

90 years since I laft the hospitable home of Thomas Shocklay and his

doar family and if I c¢ould live 50 years more, nolhing could ever blot

from my memory their kindness and affaction. Thogse affectionate hands
put evarything into the carriage that they thought wo could poasibly
nasd on our trip home, Every dainty in the way of sating, My clothes
% clean and nicely done up. Bxtra socks, handkerchiefs, atc. 80

for (Nota) During the war of tha rebesllion, Col. Winn, whose home

- wag near Thomas Shockleys, was at Elizabethton with his
ragiment just after the bridges were burned and I tried
to find some of tho Shocklays sc I could do something
for tham, but found they had moved to Texas.




1 nad plenty of money t0 pay a good bill and roquested Mr. Shockleys i

4o make out & bill but he would not hoar to it and I roquested Mrs.

Shockleys to make out & bill with same rosult. When I bid her farowell,

1 managed to leave $25. in bills in her hand when I shoock hands with

her - she being the last cne I bid farewsll.

In crossing the Chattahoocheo Rivor on the first day of our journey,

we hed trouble which might have rosultod in bad consequonces. It had

rained none where we had baen, and we had no thought about tho river

being up; but geoing it wes muddy, we inquired of & man whom we met if
o’

the river was fordible and he said it was, but we had t0 go down the

river to the ford end give more time for it to rise. I traveled most

of the tima lying down on my bed in the carriage and brother did the

driving, I told him I could sit up and drlve our trusty Dick across

the river and my brother rido my horso behind the carriage, and after

we wore over let the horse follow as befors. Thls errangement anahled

him to hold the carriage if he found the river doaper than we had beaon

informed.

We had not gone more than 20 yards till we found ourselves in

swimming water. As there vas no chance to turn back, and the ford

rangod considerably down strosem, I encouraged Dick and he struck for the

going out place and carried us across safely. The bed of the carrisge 8l

wag tight as a boat and floated on the weter and tha horse wag very

large filling the shaves completoly and was very strong, and knew Just

how to proceed 1ln any amergency. SO WO trusted much to this valuable

horse and persevorod every day, and in sbout & week, wa landed safely
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at homs -~ or more properly speaking, at our father's home - for we were
both unmarried. I was 23 and my brother 29.
As soon as I recuperated a little, I went to see Mr. Cox, who was

gtill in the country, having failed to sell his property at Crossplains

a8 I varily beliesve he intended to do, and to be in parts unknown by the
time I returned, I dapiected to him the trials and dangers I had en-
counterad in my long and porilous irip - all inspired by his cunning.
I showed him & bill of my expenseg and I told him that the letters he
had given me purporting to have been wriiten by Sesborn J. Hall wers
forgeries and that if he did not now come to time and pay me, I would
put him in the penitentiary. He did not, nor could not, deny the
forgery.

He said he had nothing to pay with exc¢ept hls house and lot at
Cross plains, which he had already offered to us. "ell," I said,
fwa will go and look at it tomorrow". Times were hard and money vory
searce. I thought the properiy worth about $300 cash, going on tha
principle that "half a loaf is better than no bread". I gava him the

8600. note and took a deed to the property and rented it to Mr,

Mllory for a year and at the ond of the year we sold it to Balley for

$1,450, IDverybody said we had made & good sale but we made a great 82
deal worse trade than whan we bought it, for one of the Dapots on the

Western & Atlantic¢ RR was located thare, and in 8 months after we sold,

a New York man came there and bought the 160 acres tract on which our
property stocd, and paid forty thousand dollars for it, and the property

we sold was astimated at ti#enty thousand., Now, what was then Crossplaing

(oBouw: Setbivg bowen wnd St o Dabbsy, $o)
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ip Dalton, Ga. with reilroads running into it like spckag into tha hub
of a wagon whaal,

T have missed making big monay at several places just growing up
¢n the line of railroads by the reason of my regidance there Jjust at the
"pick of time" affording me the opportunity, if T had enjoyed some ax-
perimental knéwladge of such surroundings in time to strike.

Just before the survey waos made for the Western And Atlantic Rail-
road, and whila I was living on the propoged line I was returning from
down south, and stopped for dinner on the roadside in a thinly settled
nsighborhood. After dinner ihe man of the house asked me to walk out
about & half mile to see a fine spring. While admiring the spring and
lay of the land, which was leval but land poor, sandy, blackjack and
ohinquapin land ho said "I have fallen in love with your horse, 1 own
160 acres of land here including this spring, I will make you a good title
45 the land, over for your horse.® I told him that would bo a good trade 83
i{f T neoded the land and could do with out my horse but I could not part
with him. If I had made the trade and held the land three or four years,
I would have seen what was coming and could have easily become & millicnare
for that wonderful spot of aarth is now about the center of ihe city of
Atlants, Gaorgla. According to my view of those things if I had happened
to have closod tha trade, and in the windup of that big spoculation I
would have baan worth a million. I am today convinced, by whot time,
travel and experience have brought within my grasp, I would not today
have seen as much pleasure and happiness as has fallen to my lot through
all the toil, hardship, and affliction that I have passed. I am sat-

isfied it would have ruined my children in place of being & blessing to




£
{0 them. "Oh, the declétfulness of riches,"

This is a world of ragrets.

Nearly everybédy 18 thinking, "Oh, if T had only done this or that,
or, 4f I had only let thie thing or that alone. Most of us ars prepared
1o join my unknown best in the following llnes.

“Mourn ofer the days that I have soon,.

Mourn o'er my hours from anguish free,

And know vhatever I have baeen,

'Tis something better not to be.®
Then snother of the forgotten poets says this:
"How many ways there ara 10 sin,
No living mortal knows,
Some lie in the ditech, spoil,
Or ye can lie tumbling in the mire,
Soma, though they shun ithe frylng pan,

Do leap into the fire,”

I 1# lmpossible for me to do more, in writing this short 82 - and im- 84
perfect sketch, than to give a fow incidents and happenlngs which left
;pimpreasion on my mind, to the exclusion perhaps of huhdreds of things
of even more importance, that have escaped my memory, I write 1n such
8 hurry and under such uncomfortable circumstances, that I am aware of

mny imperfectlons. I om pressed for time t¢ such an extent that I can

write but a few moments gonerally, then am called away for hours and somo-
iimgs for days and even have beon months thai I have never attempted to

resume wiriting. Under such circumstances, I cannot romomber what I have




written until I review it. I can pay no attontlion to siyle. I mst
. R ¢

use the plainest and simpliest languags I can think of to express my
meaning. 1Indeod, I did always abominate style., I think I ecan truth-

fully say "I couldn't if I would and I wouldn't if I could”.

¥War Reminiscences

I will relate one more incident connected with my Indian Experiences.
I have montionod before about the troubles the Govarnment had in in-
ducing many of the Cresks to ramove to ths Indian territory and after
they had sold their homes in Alabama and received their monsy, some
of them attemptad to make thelr way through Georgia and go to the
Semincles in Florida. The namo Seminole moans "runaway Cresk". This
influx of Crecks into Florida stirred up the Seminolas just like a
great addition of a foreign clement among us Americans as has boen
.damonstrated here within the last few months.

{Kote} Reising a cavalry company for Florida War under my old
Commandaer, General Nelson.

These Semincles, with thia Creek c¢ontingent from Alabama committed
80 mny depredations along the line betwean Alabams and Georgia and
*Florida, that in 1840 the general government called out troops t¢ hunt
- :them in the Florida hammocks and c¢onvey them to the Indian territory.
My old commander, General C. H. Nelson, got a commission to raise
8 brigade, and he sent me a commissiocn to ralse a captdins company of

ione hundred men, Ours wag 10 be a cavalry company. We had full

directions where to rendevous, how to equip our men and were required

10 take into the service two blcood-hounds for each company. I got a
mn to take my place in the store and went to work at once to organizs

my company. I soon had a hundred stout, able bodied men; mosily young




~men to volunteer for the service.
Notwithstanding my instruciions to buy no horses, except on con-
~ dition that our company was received., several did buy horses and other
articles of outfit for the campaign. I remember that in 1836 therae was
guch & rush to get into the service that all the voluntaeered could not
be recaived; and so it was with thls brigade. When General Nelson heard

from headquarterse that it was doubtful about getting his brigade into

' servica, he sent Dr. Baker on horseback to VWashington to see the Presi-

dent (Martin Van Buren) and when I heard that Dr. Baker had returned,
I mde a trip down the country to see General Nelson and spent one night
at hils home s (-Dla! , | L Y WWD

Goneral Nelson told me that he could be received inte service with o
Yo jor's command, but if he could not go in under his commission as a
goneral in the same capacity he had served under bsfore, he would not
toke ser¢lce at all. So he gave us all orders 1o digband our companies.
S0 I did not get to participata in the Florida War.

1 came on home from General Nalson's and callad my company togather
on tho Chiclkamauga, about whare the heaviest and most sanguinary part of

1

the first days flghting was dena in the memorable War of the Revellion -

often called "tho first days carnage on Chickamauga'., These grounds,

with their hills, and streams, have an interest for ma. I have traveled
over this battlaground on both Chickamaugs twlce since the War., It was

hers at the gap of "White Oak Mountain", or by some called "Dick Taylor's

Ridge" that my father settleé)when he moved from Alabama.




The first days flght was commenced by General Pat Claburnse immadiataly

over father's housa. The family had to take rafuge in the cellar. The

Pl fad sy Aiq
house was riddled with cannon balls and minis balls<Rat- ahed™ oot e

{Note) Retirad from the marcantlle businass and commencad
reading medicine

This brings me to the last chapter of my citizenship in the State
of Georgla, and I want to make it a kind of review from tha time I ac-

coptad the offer of my brother to go intc the mercantils business, to

the day T left Georgia after the diseclutlon of our co-partnarship,
vhich occurrsd in November, 1841. e dissolved our‘partnership by
mtual consent and with the most cordial and friendly and affactionats

feslings. 1 can say that during iha whole course of ocur largae business,
and through our trials and revorses and bad faith and unkindness shown
us from both our anemiaes and those we had bolisved our friends, no hard
thoughts had ever antered our braast tdward each other,
s I write not for publication, but for my children and grand-
.ﬁﬂldren and intimate friends who havae often requestad me to lesavse for
them some skatch of my travels; I think it important to give my opinicn

upon the influence my leaving school had upon my early life, when I

'lﬁaforming my habits and future character, I bespeak for thase lines
,aLoareful reading, especially by my grandchildren, some of whom may

:beenllad to travel the sama thorny path that I have had to pass over,
It is a common thing for peopls in every circumstance in lifs to

“ mko mistakes. It was my first mistake to quit school at the crltical

age I did and go inte the mercantile business, not because there was no

money in it, for there was lots of money in it. But I ought to have




§ﬁle on and completed my education s0 successfully baguni the lack of

hioh I have felt in a hundred ways all along through my professional
‘iife, I had gotten a good start in Latin & Greek and the want of a
thorough understanding of these languages made it much harder for one

{0 atudy my profession, as most of ihe technlcal terms are derived
{rou those languages.

S The greatest loss I sustalned was in leaving my associatas and

_ﬁ&hoolmtes, whom I had learned to love for their moral worth and whoss
1ike in that regard I have never met since., My associations witih thosa
_:}_Gung mn and pure women was making a men of me. No amount of money
:e._ﬁn poy & young man with high and noble aspirations to tear himsalf
‘awy from & respeciable and intelligent community whose greatest pride

# their good character and go into a new country where all valus is
;.'phoed on the almighty dollar.

" The Indians had left the country full of money, and I found in
'}other‘s store a large stock of goodes, in one end of the building,
:_-'a.ﬁnprising avery thing usuwally found in a dry goods store; and in the
“other end, I found all kinds of liquora from cogniac brandy down to

ihen, gordials and lemon syrup. In that new country, nearly everybody

"gtemad to endorse liquor selling and liguor drinking, or at least thers

a8 no effort made to stay the tide of the great evil. If the subject
ss-mentionsd, the prevailing sentimeni seemed to be "Every man was
-bﬁ'n free and if any chose to drink, lei him exarcisc his free agancy."
..o-.ona geemed t0 be, in any sense 'his brother's keoper", This was a

no¥ role! for ma. I could not drink a small thimble full of brandy,

e ——t
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‘l:;"_:: but they all told me I must drink some or I would have fever and ague,
They made me an eggnog - brandy, sugar, an egg and grated nutmeg -
I could scarcely drink it at first, but after drinking it little by
little avery morning, it gave me an appetite for it at dinner and on
further acquaintance with it, I found it was not objectionable at
gupper. It was not but a few months till I found, when riding out to
“attond to ocutsido business, I would stop at "Grocary", as they were

then called, to got my accusiomed dram. I always praferrad having a

sompanion with me who alsc loved his dram. I soon found that I did not
enjoy myself with such componions as I left bohind me in Tonnessae;

but I did enjoy the companionship of the more lively and witty nawly

-~ made friends. I even thought I had foolishly bsen donying myself of
mny of the pleasures of life by tieing myself down with these "goody,
'Eoody fallows" who didn't know enough of the world %o enjoy good health,

48 8ome of these fast young men would say. A4s I gave up and yislded to

.thess allurements, the circls of my newly made friends increased.

Maberyry ¥hite, a good, jovial, companicnable fellow, a contractor

‘on the Westarn & Atlantic Rallroad did more to lead me asiray than any- 9@

ona,  He would often stay with me at the sdore. He taught me how to

iplay cards for amusement at first, then to play littlo simple games with

After a while, hoe would bat

_young ladies with whom he was a favorlte.

8 bottls of lemon syrup to make the game morao lntaresting. This went

“on until I bacame an expert card player. White believed we could beat

_'sn,y two that could bo pitted against us. S0 one night at an estimate

{ Lafaystta, White came to my hotel and after much poersuasion induced




m¢ to bacome hle partner and play that night againat twe no_‘ted gamblers
who followed the railroad and gambled all the time.

We played all night with varying success and in the morning whan
we concluded to stop, they had won §$10. from us. White propsed that
he and I would play one game to egee who should pay the $10., and he
bett me, I threw down the money and White soid, "Take it up, T will

pay ite I want that amcuni of goods 1n your store'. So whan we reached

heme I paid him $10. in dalph ware for his hands at their shanties. I

gaid then and there that I was done card playing and I quit forevar.
Vhen I review that part of my 1life, selling goods and dsbauching
the business selling liquor, and besoming intoxicated three times dur-
ing thres years, I feol that if I could call back that three years of
werea than mlsspont time, I would have nothing to regret. The drinking
of 1llquor and bad associations led me into other hablits, and thus ceaused

all the heartaches I ever had to endure.

I ofton think of the great coniract in the opportunities young men
have now, a.ndlrn},r want of opportunity then. Ths consclence of the 'nation
ls arcused on the subject of putting down that monstrous curse that is
leading the people to perdition, and they have line upon line, and
precept upon precept. But what were my surroundings?! In that new
gountry - a good field for Migsionaries, no one came to mo and pled
with me to give up my business and leave my assoclates and go back to

"the friends I left bohind me".

In this extremity a luninous ray of light shown upon me, and I

could soe if I did not retrace my steps, quit at once drinking liquor,




st only thet, but handling 11, for this sentence kept sounding in my

ég}n, *Touch not, taste not, handle not ths unclean thing". When I got

1u11[ Iy consent to that, I folt that to bo safe, Imust give up my late

: X noy began to think of what course I would take t¢ try and re-
$#lovo ny fortune. "The star of empire is westward" 1s the old idoa,
ﬁ}_xn_great' mass of mankind moves in that directlon and I have shown that
!;_f_'-_.mind has been turned toward the sotting sun, but as far ag the.experi-
mm,want there was nothing in that dircctlon to give me encouragoment.
i_.h_ﬂd begun to learn what gince has been confirmod in wy mind, and that

%0t 1s that there i1s not much difference in countries, all thlngs con-

ldered, as most people suppose. The great difference Iln the prosperlity 92

&If_.--'_tha people is in the people, in their industry, perseverance and
mnagement, and not in the country. After traveling over twenty states
ﬁ_‘-_-t_‘he.Union and 1living in five of them, I can say thal I have seen man

'-ri.e__lwoll in 811 of them, and others, with equally as good surroundings

4ed ndvantages, do no geod., I thought a great doal on what I should, or

_Alhar what I could do; and decided to, literally "retrace my staps“...
%at 18 return to my old and 't:ived friends in Tennessea.

Mopt men in meeting with the reverses that we had, the logs of so
nugli monsy by rcobbery in Texas, my unsuccessful trip to Florida, and our
-3argo losses by our debtors taking the benefit of the bankrupt law, would
‘bava been so discouraged they would have given up all hope, However, we
iraeolwd not to be rulned by our sad misfortiunes, but wo were detorminad
.40 profit by our dearly bought experience and renew our labor and energy,

‘&ad. adopt the Latin Maxim - "Laber Vineit Cmnia" (Labor conqut;'i's all things".)
NE Marwiege el nomsa 8
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My brother was a first rate business mah, greatly ny superior, he

was my senior by § years and had more experience. In setting up the

business of the firm of A & D Jobe when I determined to read medicine,

I turned over everything to the senlor partner; retaining as my share

of what we calculated would remain of "the wreck", only a piece of land

on Chickamauga near to where Chattancoga now stands. This lot consisted

of 40 acres of Chickamauga bottom as rich and ag level as could bg. In 93

after years, I sold this land for $400., worth at this time I guass

about $20,000. Brother setitled up and paid every dollar the firm owed,

dollar for dollar.

Ag T have given an unsolicitated endorsement to my brother's quali-

ficatlong as a huslnaess man, Saying he wae greatly my superior in that

regard, 1t is due to truth to say that I excelled him in self control,

He did not have the nerve {10 turn hls back upon his o%d cronies - his

pretendad friends, and call around him substantial friends who would

whe-aworibd help him in his weakness and give him that moral support

agsgential to0 every young man who is subject to so many temptations as

the young men are Jjust entering into business, He addressed himself .

asgiduously t¢ winding up our business, paying off the few debts we owed,

and collecting all he could. He quit drinking in the main, but would

cccassionally get on a "tare". He did not have the willpower to quit

square off, as I did, and denounce the traffic as a sin as I did boldly.

&

He married in Georgia and after a few years moved to Arkansas. g,
éfwﬁ

I loft Georgia in Wovember, 1841, and commenced reading medicine

with Dr. Samuel B. Cunhingham at his office in Jonesbore. 1 made com-

nendable progress from the commencement of my reading and recited once

s’




& week to Dr. Cunninghem at his office. I boarded with my Uncle A. Jobe
7 miles from Jonesboro (Johnson City, now). There was a rush into the
profesaion about that time when I began reading. There were 13 students
gt cne time. We had fine facilities for becoming perfect in anatomy, 94
for we had subjects to dissect every winter, whenever we wanted ona.
{Note) The Legislatura had passed a law at Nashville against

dootors dissecting subjects, but 1t was so unpopular that

i1 c¢ould not be enforced. Vhile I was reading a Negro

was lynched at CGreeneville for killing his master. A

crowd of us went to See him hung and brought him that

night to Jonesboro and we had his body thers for meny

woeks dissecting night and day. Circuit Court was in

gsasgion during the time, and Judge Lucky and the lawyers,

at our request, came to the large brick house on Main

Street to witness the demonstrations and explanatlions

of all the parts at the close of our dissaction.

I read with Dr. Cunningham fwo years. The last few monthe I practiced
with him. In fact, from my beginning tc read, I of ten rode out with him
to withess and assist him in surgical operations. He was a splendid
surgeon and onjoyed the confidonce of tha professicn, and of the pacple,
as but few practiégoners in the state did.

When I was through reading and wanted a location, then came the rub.
So many men had read tha courses and wanted a field or location in which
to try thair hand, it was hard to find a good location., To add to my
discomfort in this trying crisis, the only available means I had was my
profession, my Horse, bridle and saddle, and $2.50 cash, I held a nots
on John Stephens in Knox County for one hundred and fifty dollars in gold,
but I had promisad to pay that gold to Dr. Cunningham for my tuition. It

ig truo I ownad the 40 acres of land near Chattanocoga, but it was not

available at that time.
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I wag obliged to find a location, and for lack of money, I could

not go to some large town where all would be strangers; thersefore, I
waa compalled to hide myself away in some little obscure village and try

to build up a prectice. 80 I went to Burnsville, Yancey County, North

Carolina, where I knew no one. I looked around a little - I regarded
it a8 a poor chance., I knew I was net in & condition to be very choicey. @5
I made arrangements for board and returned to Jonesbore, and borrowond
a few modical books and a small stock of medicines {there being no drug
store in Burnsville}, I put this outfit into a “carry all" with my
aaddle and saddle pockets, and started by way of the "Flag Ponds" to
Burnsville, July, 1843,
I had not besen located in my quiet gecluded room at the hotel a
week until Dr. Straley, the only physician deing practics there, com-

manced his warfare against me. I could not tell why he did it for I

wag a8 yot getting no practice. For months I only got three calla a
day and they were to broakfast, dinner and supper.

I goon paid out my $2.50 for postage. Letters at that time were
paid for at the office of delivery. Letters wore 124 cents a pisce,
mettered not what distance, and postage was never pald at the mailing
offlce. I was, of course, getting in debt for my horse as well as my-
self had to eat, This state of things moved on for about {lhrese months.
Dr. Cunningham had told me if I could barsly make expenses tho first
year I would do waell; but it looked like I was not going to "do the thing
up brown", After a while, by exercising the patience of Jobe, I got a

few calls and the families wore satisfied with my practice, in spite of




all Dr. Straley could say about mg.

About this time, sickness began to ineroase in tha county, and my
calls came thick and fast until I had all the practice I could attend to.
From that timo till I left there, I did nearly all tho practice. Straley's
‘practico fell off until he bacame £o discouraged he =old out and moved to
Cleveland, Tennessee. I defrayed all expenses and made #500, in cash tha
first year. I did a great deal of hard practice during 1843 and 1844 in
Yancoy County. This country was hilly, mounitainous and rough. Thers were(ég)
a few very intelligent, well-to-do families in the boundé of mf practice,
but the majority of the citizens had no experience with sickness and had
never had occasion 1o amploy doctors. They knew nothing about doctor
bille and that class had paculiar views about these things. Most of them
believed it would be right to pay a doctor for hig time as you would
gxpect to pay a farm hand - say, fifty or seventy-five cante a day. I
havs had through my long professional 1life, but little tfouble with this
¢lass, and I want to say here that I nevor chargad an e}#mmbitant bill
in my life; however, a few of my customeors would think I did.

I will detail one case whore I had troublo in collecting a bill
inh Yancey County, Horth Carolina, and the outcome of 1it.

George Young, living in Southtoe River, 8+ miles from Durnsville,
had aight cases of fever in his family in the summer of 1844. His
father-in-law, Dr. Lloyd, lived in his family. He wag what is called

& "self-made doctor, that is a doctor without reading', He simply

toek up the practice without any preparation whatsoavaor.




He had been treating the first two casas that occcurred in ths

« family, the oldest son, about 20, and & Negro boy, about 8 or 10 years

old. He had treated them about a month when Young's son-in-law, Jackson
‘Gurdnar came for the burfying clothes for the negro, to Burnsville,

Alsc to get me 1o go and see the Other patient, John Young., Vhen I 97

reached there, old Dr. Lloyd had left in greai rage becausa they had

sent for m. I foupnd John in a very dangsrous conditlon. He had baan

treated too actively, had teken too much medicine, as the fever was of

the Typhold type, but I prescribed for him, of course, and did all T

ould for him, but I could not save him,

Young then asked me to go cut and see the colored boy, whose
burying cloths Gardner had brought, saying he had no thought anything
could be done for him, but ha wanted me to see him. On my return, I
told him the boy was speechless and unconscious, but his pulse indi-
¢ated to me that it was baraely possible that someihing might be done
for him and that I belisved in additlon to hls fever that he was full
of worms, He itold me to do all I could to save him, I went immediately
to work with medlcines and injections to expell tha worms. I remained
with him day and night until T not only succeeded in clearing him of
the large number of wormg, but also lh ;estoring him to health.

One affar another of the family fell sick with fever untll six more
wars prostrated. They were all bad cases and protracted. I had to visit
them often.and somatimos in the nlght. One trip I mada 1ln day time,
under peculiar circumstances, I will ever remembar. DBeling urged by L]

Gardner to ride fast, ws rods from Burnsville to Young's, 8% miles




erosalng Crabiree Cresk six timesy and Toe River once, in 40 minutes by
my watch,

When the battle was over and the smoke cleared away, T had the
satisfaction of knowing I had done my whole duty, though I had exposed
mysalf so much I came near losing my life in a spell of fever. I had
saved all of the‘oight casaed except John, whose case was hopeless when
I firat saw him. Mr, Young was one of the suffers during the seige
that lasted many weeks, He was very extravagant in praising me for my
devotion and unremitting care to the sick. He spoke in the highest terms
of me, He sald I had stocd by them in thelr distress and danger 1like &
brother., That they were not up to waiting on the sick, that I had made
myeelf physiclan and nurse, #Algo he did not know what I would charge
him, but if I charged him o thousand dollars, he would never grumble.
A1l this I had proved by his brother and nephew on the trial - for I
was compelled 10 sue him to collect one hundred dollars which ought to
haye bsen two hundrod, Co. Woodfin, my attorney, told me if I would

mke it two hundred, if he did not get Judgmoni for all of it, he would

charge me no fes. No, T sasid $100. is my account and I will not charge
any more.

Toung was so ambltious that after I had gotten judgment befors a

Justice of the Peace (Esquire James A. Ruble), he smployed two lawyers
and appealed the case from court to court until the principal, interest,
00st and lawyers fees caused him to have 1o sell o Negro man to dis-
charge his indebtedness; that one hundred dollars would have pald at the

start,




On the 8th of August, 1844, I was married to Mlss Sophrenia Poteet

at her home in Burnsville, North Carolina. The Rev. Thomas Glbbs of -~

fleating - only a few friends being invited,

We continued to live in Burnsville 1t1ll January, 1845; then we
+ moved to Elizabethton, Tennessee, where I commenced to practice my
profession and to encounter the fiercest opposition from Dr. Joe Powall

that perhaps any young doctor ever had to andura from an old astabllshad
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I learnsed from experlance that soms profefsional men can't stand
honorable competition. I could not see, nor could his friends sea, why
he {reated me so rudely and so unjustly. I had known him for several
yearg, YWe had been friends., My relatives at Elizabethion had often
employed him, and it was a surprise to them that he was unwilling for
me to locate in Klizabethton. I called on him a few days after I ar-
rived in Elizabethton, and, in what I wanted and expected to be &
oordial and friendly interview, I sald "DRoctor, 1 have logated hera,
hoping to gradually grow up intoc an honorabla practice. I eXpect you
| to get the leading practice, of course, as you ars established here,
but there will be timss when you can't take all the calls and demands
made upon you, and in this way, I mey supply a want in the community.
I would always be glad to call you in consultationg and would feal
proud if we always get on in our respective practlces on the best of
tarma”,

His answer $0 this friendly introduction was about as follows:

"Dy, Joba, you have driven your plgs to & bad market. Dr. Rogan, my




Uncle Gaston Powell and myself will form a copartnership, and we can do
a1l the business the people can pay for; of course, you would get the
kKind of célls we would notl want, and it would be doing us & favor, but
it would starve you out'.

This reply did not set well on mo, and I said, "Well, Doctor, if

that 1s your game, I will try lives with you, I intend to stay, and if

you make $10, a day and I make but §1l., I will liva as well as you and
have mora to show for it at the end of the year than you will."™ Dr,
Powell said, "That is strange arithmetie". T saild, "I know you well,
Dr., Powell. With all your lack of attention to0 your profession and your
lagk of financilel ability - with all your extravagance." I said, "If
you were to make $20. & day you would spend $40., That is your reputa-
{ion",

"0n the other hand, I know I must use indusiry and practice
geonomy; and I wag raissd to both; and it woﬂ't go hard with me.
-we will ses in the end who starves out."
Fprom that on, for my firsi year in lilizabethton, Dr. Powell did
'avarything fair and unfair t0 pult me down and discourage me. He would
not sonsult me, nor recognize me in any manner, not aven speak to me in
_the street or public road, HNot the least thing had ogcurrsd beiween us
to gause all this, and 1t was & wonder 1o his friends why he treated me
in such a manner. He had no sxcuse to0 maka. I had but litile {0 say in
defonding mysolf apgainst the abominable lies he would toll on ms.

He was an exceedingly plausible man, a fluant talker, and with all

‘a very popular man with the peopls, and he had been in practice in
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Ellzabethton more than 20 years. The most I could say when the people
would tell ms the things he would invent and tell on me was.that he was
80 glib with hls tongus that ha could make them belisve a lie gquicker
than T could the truth.

The sequel proved everything I told Powsll in our unpleasant inter- 102
view. %Yhila he was paylng more attentlon te everything besldes his pro-
fassion, I was giving the duae diligenca 1o reviewing my whole course
and taking madical and surgical journals and in that way andeavoring
t0 keep up with the advancement of the sclence; and was ready at all
times to take a c¢all, night or day, and it was not long before the calls
came, ag mahy as I could do justice 1o, ln spite of all the afforts of
the "Triumvirate".

Their efforts to ruin me only served to better purpose to advertise
me. As to Dr, Joe Powell, tha head of thes firm, who had ingplred and
concocted the achema to drive me away and had, wlth impudent bravado,
threataned to starve me out; he himself starved out in a few years,
thon holate his svpper at night, he did not know where his breakfast
would coma from. Thisg condition continued for a short time, bofore

he left between two days, givlng no noiice of his departure, ond went to

California. He left owing everybody he could. I hold a note on him,
of P wWag «._

Wﬂﬂ""
executed to Arthur Ure dated in 1836. Jl’*u-lﬂ:r} mqﬁ# M_m
“—Q“-']LO‘I‘V\A-—!G—— b

I will not andnavor to recount my "ups and downs" in prosecuting my
profession in Elizabethton. #y wife and I were both poor, but full of

¢ourage and hope for the future. We daterminad to do the very bost our

gircumstances would permit, and to merit success, if industry and economy 103



{lUste) I settled at Dlizabothton in 1846. 1 attended to collecting
o rents and keeping up the form, in paving my rent. The farm
wag out of order. There wag no road up Dos River on my sida.
The fence was immedlately on the bank, and the public road
was in the rivor from the lower end of the farm to the old
Sammy Tipton house above where Aunt Susy Tipton then lived
and on up to the lane between e ohd Abraham Tipton, leading
out to Gap Cresk., While the fence stood on the bank of the
river, foctmen travelced inside my yard. One night return-
ing from a c¢corn shusking at Sam Tipton's thay threw "Sheb
King" down in the yard and rvan off and loft him. He was so
drunk he could not get up and I knew ho would {resze if not
gapred for. I carriad him in. I found next day when sober
that Sheb or Albert King was & boy of good mind. I per-
suadad him 1o stay with me and guiti drinking liquor. Ha
stayed with me several veare. I paid him well and he dig
me good servico. But finally ho got above himself. He
drasged too fine and T woe gone from the house most of the
time., My wilfe managed the farm. ©She usually had about
half dozen hands and Albert managed the four at the back of
the ferm in c¢rop time, Hs would come in at 12 o'clock
with hands and horzes and would keep them from their work
4% hours each day. When sho reported o me, I turned to
his act and sottled with him and dismizsed him.

My bad luck, trials, and hardships in Georgla had taught me much,
_bjaehml experience. Tha man diseppointments had taught me a valuable
qozon which might be appropristely set forth in the good advica givan

g y'ﬂm old colored preacher to his congregation when he said, "My bredron,

.i would advise you not to expect much in dis world, and you san’t be dis-

hpointed". Many people go through theoir lives discontented and unhappy,
-lhﬁalwuys have a suffieiency of this worlds goods t0 kaep tham from
-f;nt,just becnuse they expact too much.

. Ya located in & humble log cabin on the bank of Doe Rivor on a farm

¢ & hundred and foriy-ihree acres, owned at th

zoba. This land adjoined the town of Blizabethton, and is the land on

yhich the principal buildings have, thus far, been erected in the city,




snd from my uncle in about a year ffter I moved to Elizsbathton, and
snother year, I bullt a large frame house on it, Land was low then.
<3470 §1,800, for the 143 acres and sold 51 acras to Albert J, Tipton,
doining him, being the land where John Tipton's brick house and othor
wildings stand, running hack and taking Cam Hart and other lands now so
tusble. T sold all that land for $772.50, being 15 dollars per acre,
i MM(%AH, g ad
4 took it all in lumber to build my housa.\L PM’TVP“}

fhilo I wag preparing the foundation for my house, my old preceptor,@

¢, Samuol B, Cunningham, with whom I read medicina, stayod with me che

fghity Noxt morning I showed him where I was fixing to sct my new house,
@unid, Mhis is a beautiful situation, but you are pgoing to set it
.&y-ﬁﬁg, You ought to set it east and west, in place of north and south,

_.'”mva back to give room for o street to correspond with that wide

jraed ocross Doe River, for sonetlme not very far away in the future,

‘:'go'ré ¥ill be &2 mahufocturing city built up hére and o broad street will

mp down this vallay.

~That was 46 yoars ago and Dr. Cunningham hes boen in his grave more

i“an-'aﬂ years, but if he had lived till now, he could sea his brosd

%r_ﬁt (Elk Avenue) already graded ahd buildings going up on esch side
t{j.i!!,,' verifying his prodiction that I, nor no one else bolievod at that
&sy. S0 I went on building my house right in the middle of Dr. Cunning-
:.x'u prephetic street. I spent $2,500, in improvements right on that

sget of ground, The most beautiful placa I ever saw for a residence,

:"things considered., Hare where I spoent so many yoars of contentmont




wvith my beloved wife, who had shared with me the dares of life, and our
interesting chlldren, all of whom had come to love our homg. 0Old asso-
clatlons - fond recollections, some sad, would come wellling up in our
bosoms when we were brought saerlously to conteomplate giving up such a
home, but we had all heard much and read a great deal about boom towns, 105
ond building up cities in a day, as it were, and we caught-on to the
excitoment and moved on with the current, untll we sold out to the Co-
Oporative Town Company.

find now while I write this part of my sketch at Ilk Park, North
Carolina on the 24th of April, 1893, the Company is using my old dwelllng
house as an office, 200 yards from its original logcation, to where they

moved it. All the other improvements have been swepi away and & fine

avei?e graded where they once sticod, It cost the company 5600, to move
14,

Wmﬂ preclices & Elorirebtow.)

After this digression, I will resume my brief ascount of my pro-
fessional life ot Blizabethton, nct assaying tc give anything like a
full history as I would, were there hastily written lines intended for
publication., I don't write for publication, I dash down a few lines here
and there along life's pathway in a careless way to show where I've
been, and what I've been doing ~ principally to show tc my grandchildren
how busy I've been through life and to try to get them to emulate my
example.

For the flrst year after 1 commenced practilce at Elizabethion, my
practice was confined to Carter County, and mostly around Elizabethion;

but in the second year, it began to extend into Washington, Sullivan,




Unicol and Johnson in Tennesses, and soon into Mitchell, Yancey and
Wataugs in North Carolina and in the course of years, I did some practice
in Buncombe and Madison.

The above countlas enumerated covered a large territory, mountainous
and undulating; all freeg from malaria. With ordinary care and attention
to sanitary regulations, there could be no cause for sickness, outside of
what will occur in any ¢ountry from sudden changas of tamperatures.

This was the genersl outlogk all over tha région, jusi describad., Yet
we had some severe aepidemics. Tha cause producing ithese epldemics was
hord to appreciate., There is an essential difference batwaen epidemic
diseases and contagious diseases, but the majority of the pecple c¢on-

found them.

I balieve there are but few contagious diseases, but a good manyy
"opidemic digeasos. Contagious disease 1s communicated by comiﬁg in

~pontact with the person affacted. An epldemic diseese is c¢aught by
coming in contact with a pecullar eimosphere, impregnated with some
‘gecult substance unknown to us, and which travels in the alr; in dis-
tricts where epidemics prevail., T think 1t ilmpossible for anyons to tell

just what it is, or tc define the cause for its being thers., Ii is an

'_inyisgﬁle, impalpable, and intanglble somathing that cannot be defined.

.Hy definition of it is, "The paestilence that walketh in darkness, and
wasteth at noonday. And no one knows whence it cometh, or whither 1t
gooth" I am well aware that a large number of writers of thls fast
Qaga,who I think are trying to outrun the telegraph, are sndeavoring

.40 snow under this eimospheric ceuse of diseasse by celling doctors of




‘my age (75) old fogias, men who have practiced half & century and de-
voted their lives to the profession and learnod by actual experience
truths that are worth all the theories that were ever Wought forward
since the days of the father of medicine. I hold that one absolute

fggE iz worth a thousand theories.

These late, axtravagant writers attribute as the cause of nearly
8ll diseaseg 10 Bacilli, or Microbes, And I see this monkeying with
microbes threatens 10 becoms & pepular hobby with many of tha profassion,

I prediet that it will have its run, Jjusi as did the Brown-Seduard

remedy, and sooner or later, those who are now so axtralagant in its
praise, be ashamed the}ever endorsed it. ”:1-£{“HL““*U J**“‘4£49

I believe Small Pox is contagicus, snd I believe Typhoid Fever is
not contagious, but maybe sporadic or epidemic, according to the con-
stituent elements of the air in which the diseass prevalls. GScarlet
Fovor is also an epidemic disoase.

Scarlet Fevor prevailed in an epidemic form in portions of Carter
County in the fall of 1846, I saw very few of thase cases, in con-
gaquence of my making my first visit with my wife to goe my fatE%, mother
and other relatives in Georgia. Wa started just before it broke out,
and we raturned just before the discaze had spent its force and was

dying cut. 1 was called to a few cases after my return. It commenced

o
in the western part{ of the county and iraveled easa, up Wateuga River

to Dog River Cove. In this routse, it btraversed twe important and
Y

densley populated valleys, with a large mountain range between tham,

And in ite coursa, it scarcely left & house that it did not entere




¥hile it was prevailing cn Stoney Creek and below, thare way not a
§6 poroas the mountalin five or six miles, and when it died out in this

gstghborhood, leaving the whole people in good health, it crossed over
glie mountaln and raged as furiously down the other valley. Proving to
& tind that it traveled with the atmosphere, its cause was occult and
$0 hiddon that mo one could account for its appoarance. It affected
‘;..‘:al_ldren altogether and about one-third died. After this scourge of
ﬁﬂrlat Pever, we saw nothing more of that dreadful diseass for 10 yoars,
:‘!}‘za:___n 1t broke out apgain in an epidemic form in 1856. In this last
&plgemia, there were not oas many cases nor did it spread over as much
Wrritory, but it was even more malighant than before. In this last
’“.ilz_i_lamic, we lost two wonderful bright boys, Poteet and Johnu

In mlignent Scarlet Fever, I do not believe any treatmont will
& ._a_mr good, I would be as willing to trust a child of mine laboring
g.éior o severe attack of malighant Scarlet Fever in the hands of a good
aafe!ul nurse, with her simple "home remedies", as they are called,

Typhoid Fever mado its appearance as an epidemic in May, 1849,

#5 ln the hands of tho best physician in the town.

e i
&

Md Just returnad from Transylvania University at Lexington, Kentucky, (
u?zo.rn I graduated Mareh, 1849, I had been practicing at Elizabethton

gi.ncn 1845, but the prevalling fevor with us had been biliious remittent
!_eg_or. There is no doubt in my mind but whal there had boen now and

ihen sporadic cases of Typhoid Fever in our midst, but these cases had

%ﬁn gverlooked and treated as biJ:_'l:ious remittent faver. Typhoid Pever

t4d not been racognized oven by the oldest one.




T had just enjoyed the advantages of tha superb lectures of Pro-
fesgor Elisha Bartlett, who had 20'years experienca in Typhold Fever at
Lowell in Mass., and had also written & book on Typhoid Fever, which had
become & textbook in the medical colleges. Dr. G. 7. Magee had graduated
et the samme session I did, and wo were the enly physlelans in upper Tast
Tennesses who had the advantages ¢of Bartlett's lestures and thus quali- 159
fisd to treat that diseaso zeientifically.

When I got into wy first cases, which was protty soon after my

roturn homo, I recognized at once Dr., Bartletts Typhoid Fever, and, of

ecourge, T adopted his mild treatment. I soen found my treatiment differed

from that of all the othoer practicieners, ex9ept Dr, Mageo. They fol-
lowed the old routine pracitice with calomel, ipecac, quinine, etc,, for
thoy thought thay were treating their old enemy bi;iious remittent fever,
dome old doctors and good doctors did that, T refused to glve a grain

of calemel, T regarded tha disease as commencing in tho glands of pecar
and brunner in the bowels, and that calomel being an,eritant would add
to the inflammation and thus do more harm than good,.

I adopted the expectant plan of Bartlett and gave vary little
medicine, What T did give was of the mildest kind, From the first of
Way, 1849, ti111 the 25th of December, wheﬁ T was takon down myself with
the fover, I attended 107 cases of Typhoid Fever, besides all the other
practice I was called on to do. T had to kesp two horaes, one to do
resting and eating while T rode the othar; which labor, exposure and
especially loss of sleep was ehough to kill an ordinary man. Many of

these cases wera scatboered over four or five counties. Some of them




from 30 to 40 miles from Blizabethten, yet I would manage 1o seo them ad
ofton as was necessary. 1 put down in a blank book of 150 pages, the
name of my patient in the worst cases, with all tho symploms, date of

attack, treatment, and out of the 107 cases, I lost but 7. That book

T A Froer,

has served me a good purpose as a hand book of referenceJ’M_ '

Typhoid was the type of fever that prevailed through all this
-mountain country, when we had any fever at all for three years, but
becoming milder in its attacks until it subsided entirely. I have not
geon a well marked case of Typhoid Fever in this region since 1853, I
hear a great meny doctors speak of treating Typholid FPever around here,
but when I inquire about the symptems, I find they do not answer for
Typhoid Fever, especially in its opidemic form. In some bad, protracted
cageg of billious remittent fevar, I've seen them run into a debilitated
stege simulating typhold, but ‘it lacked many characteristics of epidemic
Typitold Fevers

I.have noticed in all epidemic diseases tha first caées are always

+

L
the worst ones and as the season passes on, the vgrulence of the disease

1

gradually subsides; and I think this chanhge rakes place from Exatmospheric

change more than any other causs,

I had a very hard and protractied spell of this fever. I was taken
sick and confined to my bed on the 25th of December, 1849 and did not
get out for three months. I had been constantly in atiendance on Typheid
patients from the first of Mey i1l the 25th of December - say 8 months -
and did not take it until the atmosphere bacame contaminated with it

around my home, as was shown by meny cases occurring around me about




the time I took 1t. Elizabethion was free from the epidemic until
then., I think that fact ls sgtrong proof of the non~contagious nature
of the fever.

Dr. Mages was my prineipal physician. He, of course, adopted the
same treatment I had with all my cases. My constitution was good, al-
though I had taken a great deal of mediclne for fevers previous 1o
this. I had fever and ague for 18 months at a stretch while I lived

in Georgia. After that, I scarcely aver missed a summer for Saveral

years that I did not have a spell of billious fever, and being of a

billious habit, I prescribed calomel libarly. I have had several bad

spells of billious fever and was compelled to take a good deal of
¢alomal, Sometimes 1t would salivate ma when I did not want to carry
11 that far, and again I would produce salivatlon on purposa. I have
been salivated fourteen times in my life, and I am a living refutation
t0 the often repeated charge agalnst mercury - that is "if one is aver
sglivated, the constitutlon is.ruined, the teeth fall ocut, and ons is
undone for life"., I am 754 years old this month {April) and but few
men of my age have a better constitution, nona have bettar teath, and
hayve no falsa teeth,

I think calomel is the best medicine that ever has been in use and
can be used with beneflt in a greater variety of cases than any medicine;
but it is capable of doing harm, 1f it ls injudiciously used. I placs
1t in the front rank of all remedies. I think it haﬁ been the means of

gaying my life more than once.




SURGERY

I always lovad surgery better than any branch of our profession,
I think the prlncipls reason that caused me to davoie more time and
thought to surgery was on account of my greatly estesemed precept, or
Dr., Bamel B. Cunningham, being such a splendid surgeon. He had such
good success, and being himself devoitsd to surgery. After a full course
with him, I made arrangements and practiced with him a few months. He
was by far the safest and best ¢perator in Rest Tennesses. Hls surgical
practice extended a long ways. I, therefore, enjoyed a splendid op-
portunity in that coﬁfged field, and I availed myself of sverything in
that line that fell in my wey, not only in surgery, but in every kind

of cassg 10 which he was called, and he always had all he could attend

te, During the time I was with him, we amputated limbs, operation for

a
hernia, raducible and unreducible, lith%tomy, taking of f female breasts,

setc. Thls experience in operative surgery did me an immense amount of
gocd., When I weni into practics on my own account in Burunsville, where
there were no surgeons for a long distance, I was compelled o raely on
}w own knowledge of surgery, and I weni right in with confidence in nmy-
gelf whenever cases presented themselves,

A Short ficcount of a Few Surgical Casas.

I could write a common-size book detalling the many surgical opera-
ilons I have performed in my long practice, but I will iry to satisfy
myself, if no one elso, by describing very briefly only a few out of tha
mony which I have performad.

I owed it to the profession to have stopped my practice long enough
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yaars ago, when Professor Briggs of Nashville, Tennessae wrote me that
he would like me to send him a statement of all the operations I had,J/
performed up to that date, that he was writing a book, combining the

’

surgary of Tennessee and wanted my cases to go in lt, I should have

responded 10 the call, but I was too busy then and I never wrote a

line. Aside from being busy, I always objected to writing for publi-

Dot

cation, and do not now write for publication.

After I had been practicing a few yearg at Elizabethton, and while

Dr. Powgll was persecuiing me, chance brought us together professionally,

and somewhat unexpeciedly; and it was such a case as to requlre both of -

ug; to lay down, for a time at least, our past differencas, &nd exercise

our best skill for the ralisf of suffering humanity. An excellant

Christian man {David Garland), 75 years old and living about midway

between Wlizabethton, Tennessee and Burnsville, North Carolina had baeen

suf fering for a week wlth stirengulated hernia. I was, at the time, at

Burnsville Court and Dr. Powoll was at Elizabsthton. e both wers sent

for without the knowledge of the other and met there at night. HNexti

morning, wo operated. We found twelve inchos of the bowel mertifisd,

end as black as ones hat., We cut off the mortified portion of the

bowel, and sewed the end o the hole we had made to got t¢ the bowsl -

The old manh had an excellent constitu-

thus making an artificial anus.
o
~ tion, and the wound healed rapidly, and in this cendition, he lived five

" yeoars and died with fever at the age.of 80,

Dr. Powell and I rode homa at Elizabethton together finding that

we had done a good work, and R. Powell treated me betier after that than




he ever had before., Dr, H. I. Berry, thon a student of Dr. Powell, was
with us in tha operation.

(Note) David Garland was namad for David Jobe, my grandfathor.
They thought o great deal of each other and visited

aach other often. (H-&..,L S'r\aﬂw,\)

On the 10th of October, 10849, Elijah Bunton accidentally hit his
brothor, Andy, on the head with a 2% pound rock, and he fell as dead
as & baef, and lay frothing at the mouth and in an unconscious stata

until Flijah rode 2% milas for me, and I rode there in the night. Next

morning, I tock 30 ploces of hona from the left peroltal and frontal

bones. This was an interesting case in several respects. He had never
spoken from 4 P.W, to 8 &, M. next morning. When i had takon out the
first bone, with the trepan, and with the elevator raisod the mass of
fractured bongs, which were prassing heavily on the brain, he opanhad
hls syes and said hastily, "What are you dolngt?", That was the first
wor'd he had utterod since the injury, and from that on through the
operatlon, he was conscious. T carefully romovad all the fracturod
bones, and felt with my finger under the adge of the sound bone, so as
to not leave any spiculs of bone, which sometimes penotrates the brain.
As the fracture was oxtensive, I had to take saeveral stitches in
dressing the large wound. I had some trouble to keep down inflammation,
but he recovered in a reasonabls length of time, and is now living near
. wvhere he received his injury in Johnson County, enjeying good health,
.now 44 years after tha injury.
As a singular coincidence, I will here relate what happened in

August, 1862 {during the war). Joe Dugger was raking straw away from a




ground hay threshing machine. (This ocourrance took place in Johnson
County, Tennesseo, within ten steps of whero Andy Bunton had hisg skull
broken with the rock). While Dugper was raking and machine rumning at

full speed, a tooth flew out of the ecylinder and hit him in the center

of the forohead, breaking the skull and penstrating the brain, lsaving

enowgh of the tooth out for a bystander to catech hold of it and pull it
out,

The war was very hot at that time in Fast Tennessee, and non-com-
baftants did net fosl very safe in traveling about; tharefore, it was
hard to sacure.the services of a doctor. They callad in Dr. Smithpater,
the nearest doc¢tor, 'hile the doctor was well rcad and a clever bhen,
he was rarcly sober. On this ocecésion, he was barely ablce to ride there.
To show how incompctent a drunk mon is to proctice surpery, it is only
necossary to say he attended this poor suffersr six days and nevor found
oul, that his skull was fractured. He did noi even probe it, saying,

"T don't believe the skull is fracturod, but if it is, it will get well".
4t the end of the six days, ithoy sent for me., I found him ncarly ready
t0 die. I was alarmed for his safety. Hore was an cxtonsive fracture,
wlth inflammation alrcady set up in the lacerated membranes surrounding
the brain, and brains ozzing out at the cpening, whers the tooth cntered.

The war had baen going on long enough to prevant us {rom having a
full supply of modicines, thereforo, I had no chloroform. I had to
operate without chloroform or ethef. He did not bear it well. I was
gompelled to let him rest ffeuuently during the oporation. I finally

puccooded in removing 17 pieccs of bone and drassed tho wound as usual




with stltches and adhesive plaster, being careful to leave Iree exit

for the escape of the matier, as the healing process went slowly on.

I had, of course, to counteract inflanmation by internal treatment as
well as local. He had a rather slow recovery; is now, however, well and
a prosperous farmer, living on the same place where he ¢ame near to los-
ing his life. {The old noted end popular Billy Bunton farm.)

I am only going to give & few cases of prephaning out of the great
number I have performed and what history I do give is done under the
most unfavorable surroundings.

Cage of Isaac Martin, (Colored)

This was Dr. Pierce's case. Isgaac Martin was a hand at Cranberry
minas. He was'knooked dewn on Monday mornlng with a heevy plece of
seagonad wood {maple) 5 feet long and larger than & man's arm, by ancther
stout Negro. He lay unconscious and speechless, wlthout eatlng a mouth-
full or drinking a drop from Monday morning t1ll Saturday evening. Dr.
Plerce, his physician, said he would die, but sald his skull wag not
fractured. When I was callsd in by the colored people Saturday evening,
I found his skull badly fractured. I told them 1%t had been done so long
the chances to save him by an operatlon were greatly lessensd; but as
they inslseted on my doing all I could for him, I asked Dr. Plerce if hs
would assiet me and he sald he would. 50 I telegraphed for my insiru-
ments and opsrated next day. On my cufting down and exposing the bons, I
found & fracture 5% inchee long, extending from the frontal to the mlddle
of the occipital bone on the left side of his head,

Immediately on removing the pressure made upon the brain by the




fractured bones, he spoke for tho first time in & week. T have forgotten
the number of pleces I removed. I had 1o leave at once on the traln for

Blizabethton, and I left the patient for 36 hours in the hands of Dr.

Plerce, but 1t was such an extreme case, I felt uneasy about the result

of the operation and a great deal depended upon ithe after treatment,.

Dr. Plerce had told me he had never had any experlence ln surgery and
knew nothing about it, After I left, he told the erowd who remalned
the following, which he sald was hie predictlon ~ sald he, "Dr. Jobe

hed as well to havae come hefe with an ax ln plaece of hls surgleal in-
strumeénts and knocked thls Nlgger in the head, as to have taken those
bones out - he has to die, Af he was the last Nigger on sarth.”

I returned next day and attended closely 0 the after treatment

and in less than a month, I had him out ai hls work earning a dollar

s day to support his famlly. I did thls for nothlng, as I did & great
doal of my practice at Cranberry., This colored man steppad up to me

at Johnson City the other day, and pulled off hls hét and said "You

done that, you saved my life".

Amputations
The firsi amputation I ever took part in was 0 asslst Dr. Cunningf

ham in taking off Mr., Salts leg above the knee, in Washington County,
Tennessea 1ln 1842. Dr. Cunninghem, seelng how interestéd I wes in
surgery, elways gava'me extra advantages, &nd on this occasion, sntrusted
‘me with the duty of taking up and tieing the arteries. 1 well remember,
en this oceasion, when he sevared the femeral artery, {the turniqﬁet not

belng quite tight enough), the blood spuried into my mough. I could taste
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it, hot and salty, and it did not Eﬁfect ma in tha least. Thls was my

first handling of that inJSSpengibla surgical i1nstrument called the
tenaculum, which I have used and have used so often since, This opsra-
tion wes & success.

During my reading and afterwards during the months I practiced with
my preceptor, I assisted him in many opsrations, amputatlons of arms,
lsgs, ste. Amputations at the shoulder joing and hip joint are diffi-
¢ult operations. Wes amputatsd Mrs. Shields arm at the shoulder joint
at Jonesboro about the year 1842 or 1843,

Joe Stuaris case. In the summer of 1858,

I will here relate one amputation out of the msny I might record,
that was full of interest to'me, then comparatively a young surgeon.

I was spehding the summer with my family at Burns% North Carolina, on
agcount of my bad health. I was 50 bad off, T had to give up my prac-
tica. We had spant the summer of 1857 in Georgla at the Cherokes
Springs. While at Burhsville, Joe Stuart, about 21 years old, got his
feot terribly crushed betwesn the master whesel and travelsr in a
threshing machlne. Dr. Crumlsy, then a youhg physle¢ian in practice &t
Burnsville, was called in, and belleving he could sava the foot, bound
it up and attended him six days, Tha weather ﬁas very warm (15t-Augu§t,
1858), He bacame alarmed and sent for me. When he took the dressing 117
off, I could smell the gangreenous odor nnd saw from 13 appearance
avary svidence of incipient mortification., To add to the horror of the
case, there were at least my double hand full of maggots at work in the

vound. I told the doctor his patient would dle certailn and very soon
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Af his leg was not immediately amputated. He asked me to amputate. I
t0ld him I would. I had no instrumnis with me except my pocket case

instruments. We sent 7 miles into the country for Dr. Whititington to

gome with his tourniquet. T want %o a shoemaker and goi his knife and

to a carpenter and got hiébenent gsaw, and we placed him on a table in

the yard. By the time we wére raady 1o operate, the news had spread
from town into the country, and there were more than 200 persons, men,
-women and children congregated to witness the operation. Thoy were on
the housetope, the windows, doors, on fences and 1ln the streets. Most
¢of them expected t0 see the young man dis under the operation.

We administered chloroform and I never have seen it sei so well.
He never moved a muscle during the whole cperation. TIf I had bean
operating on the dead subject, I could not have operated in a shortar
time. Two gentlemen held thelr watches and both reported that T was
only five minutes from the ilme I made the first incision uniil the
dressings ware ﬁll on and I ordersd him removed into the houss and put
to bed, I amputated about thrse inches above the ankle joiﬁé. I re-
mainnd in fown and visglted him every day until he recovered, which was
in a reasonable time. I charged nothing for this work, as Mrs. Stuart
was left & widow in humble cirocumstances. This was in Augusi, 1858,
Now (May, 1898), Joa Stuart is living near to Bakersville, Mitchell
County, North Cerclina, in good health, and is geiting around on his
crutches pretty well. I saw this man in Elk Park, October 20th, 1893 -
sound and well and moving round very well.

I am compellad to leave off & raeport of any more of the greet




number of amputations I've performed to give room for other kinds of
oparatling.
Tumors.
Under this head, I wani to speak of malignant and nonmallgnant
tumorss The nonmalignant tumors never raturn after baeing proparly
P
experpatad; but tha scirgggé, or malignant tumor will return and kill,

it dogsn't matter what you do. What are called steotomotous, or fatiy

tumors, nearly always get well if carefully operated upon. I hava been

genarally successful in operatlng upon tumors, but I want teo report one

here in which I was not successful,

In the year 1861, Nancy Falr of Carter County, had eight tumors
on har head, breast and shoulders which, I believed, were malignant
and I so told her and har friends., As they were growing rapidly, she
insieted that I should take them out. 5She said LIf the operatlon was
not succegsful, 1t would not rob her of many days, for she falt that
they were klllling her by inchss. ©She sald she would assume all
regponsibility. I got a half deczen othar doctors to join me in this
operatlon, including a student who was then reading with me. We rode
eix miles into the couniry. We gave her chloroform which agted well,
and wa had taken out three of the tumors from her head and werae taking
out the fourth ona, which dipped down between the collar bone and
shoulder blades, in dlssecting 1t out there was considerabls hemmorhaga.
The operator could not ses very well and in using the necessary traction
1o bring the tumor up, though done with the greatest esase, 11 brought

the subelavian vein up in the way of the knife and it was scecldentsally




cut; and it being a& large veln, and no chance to get at it, she bled
to dsath in two minutes. This wes In the presence of seven dostors -
all wllling t0 do their whole dutyes 1If forty of the best doctors in
the land had been present, the case would have had the samo ending.
Ons more unsuccessful case, Mother of Senetor Prishard of North
Carolina. About the year 1871. Mrs. Pritchard and her little son
Georga, (both at thot time strangers to me) came from an adjolning
county to get me to cut Mrs. Pritcherd's bresst off. I had them to
light and stay with me and on examination of her breast nexi morning,
I frankly told her that 11 was my opian her dlseass was cencerous and,
if T was right in my dlegnosis, 1% would do no good to take her breast
off. She replied that I might be mistsken.in 1ts character, and in thet

event, the operation would be a suceess., If it really was cancer, ii

would be only death, end {o let it alone would be death very soon., ©&o

I consented {0 operate. She weni to her alster's in the neighborhood
and took ireatment for a wesk 1o prepare her system for the operatlon.

I wrote to Washington County for my son-in-law, Dr. E. E. Hunter,
to come and assigt ms in the oporation and in the pressnce of the local
physician and some of tho people in the nelghborhood, ws took the breaat
off. We all carefully examined the huge mammary gland efter ite re-
moval, end we were all well convinced it was malighant and the operation
would not prove a success. ©She rscoverod from the oparation so as to be
taken home in about & week and for 8 or 9 months, she bolieved she would
have no return of it, but at the end of that time, it began to pain her

and to grow., She returnod to me $0 beg me to take it out again and that




I was satiafied 1t was concerous. ©She argued that I might have failed
to get it all out and she wanted me to cut it out again, and s¢ desperately

she plad, I could not refuse her request and I took it out down to the

ribe a second time.

This operation was more decoptive tham the first. She was for

more than a year clear of bain and no appearance could be seen of a

return of the disease. She moved into North Carclina, and for @& while

counted herself fortunate in having & successaful eecond operatlon per=-

formede But finally it commenced growing and palning her, and it "went

M-:- TTICP Y PP t'»u-‘L
in a gallop", untll she succumbed to its ravages. %Mﬂ_fﬁm

This was cancer. I do not belleve a genuine cancer sver was curad,

although we have thousands of cancer doetors whe say they can cure them.

-1 ean cure what they call cancer. Foriunately for suffering humanity,

cancer ls & very rarae disease. I do not belleve now after practicing

‘madiolne and surgery for half a century that more than one case in a

I.jthouannd that 1s called cancer 1s really cancer. It is common through-

»‘0uf the varlous ssctions I have had the honor to practice in,. for evary
Indelent sore that doesn't yield readily to treatment to ba dubbed at

onoa with the namse cancer. There are & few doctors who will pitch in

gnd‘treat these cases and make & reputation for curing cancer when there

{2 reslly no cancer.

{Note) I charged $25. for tho first oparation, but nothing for
' the second.

Dr. January as a cancer doctor.
Yoars ago, Dr. January of Murfeesbore, Tennessec (I belleve a

_p_tist j:reé.cher)' made a great reputatlon for curing cancer, He establishaed
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a large hospital there at hls private expense angifor years had hundreda

of patients from all parts of the Unlted States. When my healih beoame

80 bad in 1857, I had to give up my profession, so I went with my family 121

to my fathers in Georgla, and we spant the summer at the Cherckese Springs

nearby. 1 soon recovered #o¢ I could travel on the trains and I wanted to

~mke & trip to Nashville in September to buy Ocoee money at 25¢ per cent

disoount in the great meney panic in 1857

As T pasped Murfeasboro, I thought I would like 1o satisfy myself

1in regard to the conflicting reports about Dr. January's success in

treatment of cancer. Reagoning thle way - if Dr. January knews more

about cancer than the balance of us, and can cure that heretofora in-

ourable dlsease, I want to know it, in order to do him justice, and

also that I may Hé%fit by the same knowledge, and be the mesans of dif-

fusing the blessing t0 many more of the afflicted of the human famlly.

I atopped off and spent a day golnhg through the different wards of

the large hoaspital. I was afforded every facllity I could ask to inform

myself of the wvalue of the treatmeni, There were hundreds of patients
' i85 -
there taking treatmont, and in summing up my conclusions when I left }j g&g

there, it amounted about to thls., Oui of the hundreds there under

trestment, I thought there wers seven who had cancer and from what I

- aould glean frem them they wera no better than when they entered the

institution. All of the others were lmproving and a goodly number were

sbout ready to leave curad., But they never had cancer.

Isaac P. Tipton of Carter County, my neighbor and kindaman, was

one of those cured and left for homa a few days before I viglted the



hospitel. He never had showed hls cancer to ms; if he had I would have
cured hlm and saved him some money.

I have often been astonlshed at the ¢redulity of the people, and
wondered why they were so easily imposed upon and gaenerally by unaducgtéd
Lgnorant men.

Dr. Cox of Virginia, as a Cancer Doctor

Dr. Cox of Virginia frequently came down into the border counties
of Bast Tennesses and Western North Carolina about the time I finished
ny course of reading wilth Dr. Cunnlingham at {onasboro. This 0ld man
was clever as far as I Knew, but he was uneducated and very ighorant.
He had picked up a 1little knowledge about the treatment of old aores,
ste, end had the fagulty of making psople belleve that nearly all in-
dolent Sores wera cancerous, l/(DhQ‘D"l- " Uhﬂ% )

It was through my Uncle Abraham Jobe that I became acquainted with
Dr. Cox. I had just finishadlmy couras and such a large number had
facently entered the profession that it was hard for a young doctor to
find & location, My uncle thought if I would add what Dr. Cox Knew to

my regular courss, it would only help me in geiting a good locatlon,

Dr. Cox had been successful in arresting dry mortification in Mr.

élark'a feat and that circumstanba gayes uncle confidence in him - as
two doctors in the county had treated him snd failed to do him any
good, Uncle introduced me to him at Clarks and brought Cox home with
ug, In our interview, I told Cox I had no confidenca in hls theory
sbout cancer. He invited me to ride with him on hla clreult to =zee

hle patients, tiirough two or three counties in the edge of North




farollina, and he would show me a well marked case of cancer. Also, I
sould ses him apply his treatment and then he said, "You will no longer
be & doubting Thomas", T was not quite ready to start out to find a
location so I concluded to go with him. We rode about three days and
found no case ha was .willing to call cancer, until we returned to
farter County, Ternessee. He thought he found one on old Johnnie
Saylor, whom I had known from my boyhood. Mr. Saylor had a 1little
blue lump about the size. of & buck shot on his nosa. I asked Mr.
Saylor how long it had been on his nose and he sald about 18 years.

- 88id I, "DAd it ever glve you any painl”, He sald, “No, I never

- know it is there only when I put my flngers on it". "Do you intend to
have anything done for it by way of treatment?", I asked. "“No, I've

never dogtored any, nor do I intend t0 while 1t remmins as inoffensive

- 88 1t slways has been", he said. Said I, "That ie exactly what I would

advige you to do, Let 1t alone and my opinion is, Mr. Saylor, if
_gomehting else doesn't kill you, you may die with old age wi‘thout.that
.' 11ttle bloodwart hurting you'. My friend Saylor, with whom I had
 deelings for years after I located at Elizabethton, dled years ago,
at a good 0ld age - but during his long 1ifs, he never suffered a
momant with the little wart that Dr. Cox would call a cancer.

Mrs. Dugger's Case of Cancer.

Thege cases are detailed hers, more for soma intimate professional
friends who may chance to mee them, than any interest I expect my im-
medlate famlly to teke in them, unless in the futurs some of them may
become doctors:; in that case, I would expect them to want 1o know my

eplnlon and my theory on thase queastions.




I was for years Willlam C. Duggers family physician, while he was
a citizaen of Carter County, Tennessee, before he moved to the west. On
one of my visits to his famlly, he asked me to go with him half mlle
down the river to see his mother and tell him what I thought of her casga.
After examining her, I frankly told him she had cancer, and that I could
not cure cancer, nor did I belleve anyone glse could. So I dld not
prescribe for her.

In about & year, or less time perhaps, T wae called 1o see mnother
one of his family, and he requested me to go again to ses hls mother.

I found the cancer on her face was healed Ups She looked at me very

17

i
quidically and said, "What do you +think now? Dr. Cox has cured my

cancer®, and I sald, "I think just what I did when I saw you before.

1 thought you had cancer, and I think so still, and if I am corract

in my dlagnosis, I think 1% will bresk out agein and kill you. This
T

15 & mere truce and not a cure. ¥%ithin a year, 1t did break out

afresh and went in a gallop untll it killed here




Diagnosis
The best btrait in a doctor to insure success, lies in his careful

investigation of his case —~ let him always adopt the motto of Davie

Crockett. "First find out you are right, then go ahead." In order to

make a deep impression on the students on the importance of a correct

diagnosis, Prof. Bowling told his class the following good joke on

himself. Q/(w‘K‘ W' M.D. PWW . Ww)
He established himself in his office, in his Kentucky town, and

hung out his sign, which read thus: "W, K, Bowling, M,D., Physician

and Surgeon,! He sat dovm with a book to read and wait for a call,

and the first caller was a young fellow about 18 years old, riding a

poor filly with flax mane and tail, and the boy's white hair was sticking
out a large hole in the top of his hat, He had no coat and his pants

came only half way down his legs, his bare feet were in stirrups

fastened to ropes. In this kelter he drew up his toe reins and called

the doctor cut and said, "Be you Dr. Bowling, M.D.?" Dr. Bowling answered

in the affirmative., "Well, come and see this"™ at the same time taking
his fool out of the stirrup and pushing it towards the doeter., He tock

hold of it and examined it a 1little, found it was hot and red and looked

smartly inflamed. Said the youngster, '"What do you think is the matter

with it?" The doctor said, "I think it is Erysipslas." "Ery hell,"

said he, "Why, that's a wasp sting." "Goodbye, Dr. W. K, Bowling, M.D.,

Physician and Surgeon,"

W. H. Kite's Case

125

This case should have been reported under the head of non-malignant




tumors, but I have had nc chance to take time or consult method, but
have had to be content to snatch a few moments occasionally from my
close confinement with my daughter-in-law, who has been at death's door
for L months, and is still dangerously ill.

Ham Kite was a citizen of Johnson county, Tennessee, He had a very
larpe steotometous or fatty tumor, located on the right side of his neck,
and extending to the peint of his shoulder and covering the clavicle to
the chin in front, and to the clavicle vertebra behind, covering the
whole of the carotid arteries and their branches. The tumor was very
large, fully half as large as his head, This was an extremely dangsrous
opération, from the size of the tumor, and its location involving so
nany arteries. Thers were 3} large arteries, each one with 11 branches,
would be 36, making it a very dangeroué location for an operation of
that magnitude,

But the question was, what should be done? The tumor was increasing

in size and already pressing on the organs of resplration so he could

not lie down, but had to pget what sleep he could sitting up. It was, as
he expressed it, "to rish the operation or dies." He was amdous for the
operation to be performed, and for that purpose he had consulted 25
dectors in and around the surrounding towns, and he said all, without
exception, had told him that the location of the tumor precluded the
possibility of faking it out without killing him,

When he came to consult me in regard to it, I thold him that the
operaticn would be attended with a great deal of danger, but that I
believed, if he could shand the operation without the use of chloroform,
- by using exira care; 1 could very carefully dissect it out and save his

lifa. I told him I could not comsent to give him chlorcform for two reasons.
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First, becaise it would be unsafe to keep him under its influence
lorg encugh to take the tumor out, and ancther reason was, I knew
consumption was in his family {2 of his brothers and sisters had died

with it) and we are warned not to use it in such cases. He said hJi K&jin

could stand it, and said he, "I know I can't live long this way and, L&Kt}uL&J

if you will operate, I will take all the risks." I consented to operate
and sent him home with medicines amd directions to prepare him for the
operation, but I confess I never suffered so much uneasiness about all
the operations I ever performed as I did about Kite's. While he was
under preparatory treatment, I would go to bed at night and sleep till
midnight, and wake up and the first thought that entered my mind was
Kite's case. I would sleep no more that night, and that continued until
I operated.

I was almost ready to decline to operate sometimes, but I could
not get rid of the impression that the operation would be a success.

When I wrote to Kite appointing a day for the operation, I wrote
to my socn-in-law, Dr. E, E. Hunter, then living in Washington county,
to come to assist me. A great many things conspired to discourage me
and, if possible, make me give it up, The case was much talked of all
over the country by the profession and by the people, and the sentiment,
ag far as I could learn, was all one way - against performing the operation.
The day before the operatiocn Kite's family physician (Dr. Crosswhite)
visited Kite and told him not te risk the cperation, that it was obliged
to kill him. Kite's brother, Washington, also visited him, he said for
the last time. He said, "I can't be hers tomorrow to see you die, I
now bid you a last farewell." This was trying on Kite's nerves, but he
overcame it all, saying to them, "I am availing myself of the last

chance 1 may be saved. It will not carry me off much sooner than




11 have to go anyhow,
- It was court week at FElizabethton, April 6th, 1873, when Dr. Hunter
i1 started, As we rode out of town by a group of men in the street,
ixd one man say, "There goes Dr. Jobe to kill Kite." Dr, Hunter(m .

. Cy
I stayed with Kite that night, When the people began assembling L‘\w

morning, (there was a large crowd attended) Mrs, Kite called me
5% a private room where she sat with her little 2 year cld daughter,
:fh_in tears, and she said to me, "Now doctor, if you can't tell me
8 zorning that there is no danger in this operation, I can't consent
have it done,® I replied very fimmly, “Mrs. Kite I can't do that, I
}j_frmkly stated to everycne that there 1s a great deal of danger in
;.__!our husband may die right under the knife. I can only say that I
.'p_eri‘om the operation with the greatest care possible, and I believe

m take the tumor out and make a success of the operation, All

fgeons have to risk something, and in dangerous cases like the present

! ﬁsful today, my victory will dc me a great deal of good; but if I
-_&f;chessful, It will nearly ruin my reputation as a surgeon. I have
: I.dy, in a manner, staked my reputation as a surgeon on the issue of
'g:_vv_ase. About 25 surgeons have said it was impossible to take the
r out and not kill the patient, and I have consented, under all this

teaulated evidence, to try and save him in the face of all that

ﬁﬁragement. If he should die you will have a great many things sald

Wme as a surgeon, and so you may have the worst that can be said,
?ill {61l you that I have had the misfortune to see one of my patients
indsr the knife in the presence of 7 doctors and, if there had been

_t_he result would have been the same, M




Mrs., Kite reached uwp and, taking her sunbonnet and her little

daughter, she went out of hearing until the operation was over,

I operated on a table out doors, with his arms pinioned under the

table, but it was necessary to have his hands held by a man on each

gide of the table. I, therefore, called for two volunteers to come
forgard and hold his hands, but the big crowd swayed off for some distance
and all wore countenances as sericus as if at the burial of a near friend,
but after a 1little while Hazelwood and Smith came out and tock the
pogition assigned them on either side of the table, My courage never
failed me at the commencement of an coperation, but in this instance I
found it quite impossible for me to get self-possessed for several
minutes. Having to deal with such a mesh of blood vessels; and the great
danger of cutting one of the 3 carotid arteries, which might have bled

him to death in spite of ail we could do, was calculated tc make us all
feal nervous. There were several doctors present to witness the perform-
ance of so serious and dangerous an operation, and render what assistance
they could,

I presume that on that occasion I felt a good deal like a soldier
feels wheln he first goes into a battile, his nervcusness and trembling is
all at the commencement, but he soon gets his hand in, when he sees
blood, and begins to realize what he has to do.

It was a very difficult, dangerous, a.nd.bloody operation, requiring
patience, perseverance and skill,

I was compelled to cut 9 arteries, or rather branches of the carotid
arteries, 1 operated with great care, did not suffer myself to get
excited, but took proper amount of time for every detail of the whole

work and never guit it until I was done. Dr, Hunter tock up, and tied




the arteries as fast as they were cut., The wound was then neatly
dressed by proper amount of stitches, and strips of adhesive plaster,
and the healing process was so perfect as to leave comparatively a
small scar, for so large a tumor., The operation was performed in
Johnson Gounty, Tennessee, on the T7th day of April, 1873, Kite is
living now the 7th day of May 1893, just 20 years and one month from
time of operation, only 3 miles from Elk Park, North Carclina, where
I reside. No return of tumor, and his general health as good as &
man's dares to be, to draw a pension.

Kite!s Useless Trip to Washington

Kite was a Federal scldier in the late war, and was an applicant

f_ for pension when I operated on him, and when he recovered from the
operation he would go to Washington for furtherance of his claim., I

; teld him he could do ne good by going, but he would go. The Department
gent him before a pension board in the city., One of the 3 was an old

- surgeon., In examining him, this old man found where I had taken out
the tumor, and said, "When was this tumor taken out, and who performed

such a serious, and important operation?" When Kite told him where it

. Was done and when and by whomn, the old surgeon said to the other twWo,

"ls it not strange that a doctor living away out in the mountains of
East Tennessee could perform such an operation as that?®
I would think strange if we dectors of East Tenneésee could not
perform all operations that haveever come before us, just as scientifi-
cally as he, or any city surgeon.

Boney Tumors. Mrs. Jenkins'! Case

Shortly after the close of the war, I performed a novel operation

‘on Mrs. Jenkins of dohnson county. This operation consisted of the




removal of a boney tumor from her head, identical in size, shape, and
in every particular just like a ram's horn. It was 5% inches long,
and curved inward. It was exactly the color of a ram's horn, and had
rough ridges on it. After it was removed it could not be told from a
ram's horn, It was fimmly attached to the outer table at the cranium, 130
on the side of her head about where the frontal and perietal hones join.
Mrs, Jenkins was about 60 years old, She recovered very rapidly, and
there has been no return of the growth.

Forwant of time and space, I must close my surgical cases, although
I might report many more, some of which would be interesting, especially
to young surgeons who love that branch of their profession, but I must
hasten on to give a very short account of a few ol the many things which
took place under my own observation during the War of the Rebelliocn,
This was popularly called a Civil War, but I think it was a Secessional
¥ar,

The war actually commenced on the 13th of April 1861, at the fall
of Ft. Sumpter at Charleston, S5.C., and contlnued l years, with varylng
- success, attended with great loss of life and treasure on both sides -
a1l of which might have been saved, if prudent council had been heeded
in time. I espousad the cavse of the Umion very early, when the war
clouds first began to rise. Although borm and reared in the South, I
could see nothing but disaster in secession. This early allliance with

the Union sentiment of East Tennessee made me a marked man during the

rar, and finally culminated in forcing me to exile myself from my family

and going North before the close of the cruel war. I could not have
remained at home as long as I did, if I had not been a practicing physician,

The Union sentiment was very strong in the, then 31, counties in East
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Tennessee. The February election, 1861, showed a very feeble vote

(Rebel) in East Tennessee, and in the whole state we defeated secession

by a majority of 65 thousand votes, When the state voted out by the 131

large Rebel vote in June, Fast Tennessee still steood square for the

Union, but were overcome by Middle and West Temnessee. When the “tug

of War" came, Bast Tennessee sent 28 thousand soldiers into the Federal

Army, although every road and gap was guarded to prevent them from :

gotting through the mountains into Kentucky. _

This was a time which tried men's souls. Good, honorable, upright

men differed in sentiment, Men looked at the question precipltated

uwpon them from different standpoints, therefore, they came to differsnt
1 conclusions, and all believed they were patriotic. The fact that the
o Union men were very greatly in the majerity in East Tennessee caused

o _ ug more trouble and placed us in more danger from the Rebel Army than

any other section of the South., Taking into account the topography of

the country, the lay of the mountains and our close proximity to Kentucky,
o ~ which at the beginning of the war was full of Federal scldiers, it was
_— natural for Union men to believe we would soon be relieved by the advance
i ' ~of the Union Army into East Tennessee to stay. We thought of nothing
e ~else day and night, Many of us believed the true policy of the Federals
o  was to use the great number of idle soldiers .in Kentucky in constructing
L a railroad from Kentucky through Cumberland Gap into East Tennessee which . '
- . would have enabled the Army to have a base of supplies in East Tennessee
_— : and thus cut the Southern Confederacy in two and, as we believed,
e - brought the war to a close within the first year.

g But other councils prevailed, and in this way the great bulk of the

N - loyal people of the South were left to uncertain fate. I confess I was




much disappointed at what I called mismanagement of military affairs { 5,
at Washington. In place of doing what they should have done, and hadsﬁjiﬁzfﬂ
an inviting chance to do, they conceived a plan to hamper the Rebels 132
by burning all the railroad bridges between Chattancoga and Brisbol,
I did not approve of it from the first intimation I had of the scheme,
I had an undefinable presentation that it would be a failure as a war
measure, and the consequences of the failure would be more direful to
us as Union men than they had calculated. Z @ﬁi:d“j

I told the man having control of burning the Carter and the Union.%igﬁz;:L I
‘Bridges, that T believed "if Sherman's Army failed tc come to cur rescue
that Unlon men would be hung for your work tonight." And that all the 'i
Union men in the South, especially in Fast Tennessse, would be in much

greater peril than ever before. He sald, "you were a Union man before

I espoused the cause, your argument is good and you may save the Carter ﬁf

Bridge if you wish to." I lost no time in getting to the bridge, 6 ?L
miles off. It was guarded by 125 cavalry. 1 found the man at once,
who was to have the torch applied to it, at 8 o'clock that night, We j}
secreted ocurselves in an out house for our interview, so as not to be ‘
seen by the soldiers, and 1 soon convinced him that the bridge ought

not. toc be burned. As I returned home I met Unilon men going on to help
burn the bridge. When I explained to them it was not to be burned, they
turned their course and went on and helped burn the Union Bridge. This
was on the Bth of November 1861. The next day about 1000 Union men,
cltizens of Carter, dJchnson, Washington and Sullivan counties, assembled
in Flizabethton preparatory to marching towards Cumberland Gap to meet »
General Sherman, This number was increased from day to day until within a i

week, the little army amounted to about 12 or 15 hundred. About one 133



third of this army of the little rebellicn against thse big rebellion

vere indifferently armed with ribles, shot guns and pistols which they

plcked up in great haste, on leaving homg, without time to say goodbEe

W At bt Chalantoqa aucd

A
Here was the first demonstration 1 ever had of what a turbulpnt,

to anyone.(_

wnorganized mass of people will attempt to do under excitement. It

was impossible for the more level headed and older citizens to keep

the crowd from attempting to whip the Rebel Cavalry at Carter Depot

and capture their arms, ete. They immediately started on for that
purpose, after they had gotten over Watauga River at Taylor's Ford,

and in spite of the advance pickets of the Rebels, I rode round and

got into the road in front of them and succeeded in stopping them for

a parley. I persuaded them to fall back to Taylor'!s barn, and organize,
(At this time they had absolutely no organization,} They organized
that evening, and went into camp at the large barn, and were attacked
by the Rebels from Carter's Depot about 12 o'clock that night. Very
little damage was done. One man slightly, and cne horse seriously,
wounded, and the Rebels retreated to Carter Depot. Several Union men
réceived bullsts through their clothes and hats. This battle was

made memorable on account of so many of the valiant Union men, so
full of fight, running at the first fire. The Cavalry, as well as the
Infantry, in considerable numbers “did‘not stand on the order of their
going," The fugitives all returned the next morning. This little

army was organized intec a big regiment, with all officers from colonels
down - Quartermasters and all, The army had to live off of the willing
Union men;who had means. When called upon we gave our keys to our

graineries, smcke houses, etec., to the Quartermaster. After camping at




Clarke Spring one night, we moved back to Elizabethton, then to Camp

Hyder in Doe River Cove, there we remained about one week, During

all this time we had abundant supplies, but it was a week of great

gugpense, not knowing what would become of us, after we lost all hope

of General Sherman coming to our relief. I could not feel safe to

remain at home, and was, therefore, compelled to remain with the army 134
although 1 did not approve of the meovement that had brought it into

| axist’élhce.

At the end of a week our army -was driven from its position by
Oeneral Leadbetter, who moved up from Johnson City with a pretty large
force, and some artillery. He took several of our Unicn men priscners,

- pome of whom were afterwards released, but a few were taken to Nashville,

-and were finally put into the Confederate army. A very large number Eu'f"

- metreated into the mountains, and for about 6 weeks were fed by goo m‘ m

‘Union friends who carried supplies tc them steaithily, principally after M.:.ﬂ'

Dogs

night, Rev. N. G, Taylor was one. My health was so bad I could not ]S’(D-[

risk myself out of a house during the night. After looking at all the
¢hances, I returned home and took refuge in my cellar, where I remained
‘night and day for the longest 6 weeks ever I spent on earth,

It would of itsself take a volume to recount all the incidents
.thnt happened during those six weeks and what I suffered in mind and
body., This really was the beginning of the war with us and 0! such
iw_rrors. I could hear the Rebel soldiers hunting for me, and inquiring
:of.mrwife about me, immediately above me, and for several days heard
of their hanging men for bridge burning, until they had hung 5 (to wit:
Fry, Hanches, Ha.un, and two of the Harmons.) I felt sure if they caught

» they would hang me for what they called "Compliclty in bridge burning.'" -




that, knowing the bridges were to be burned, and not reporting it %o
the Confederate aunthorities., They hung one of the Harmons merely for
giving supper to men who burnt bridges. They were so much prejudiced

against me because, as they said, I was an original Union man and had

helped to mould union sentiment in my county, and at that time they
k&u{ Waea A wa ™y catllar n. Wy »
would have given me no quarter. \ vewd Do . ]B’fp!)

During my self-imposed imprisonment, I had all the attention and
kindness, that a devoted wife could give. I had sufficient bedding

to keep me warm and comfortable, but here in this lonely, dismal, and

dark place, I had to remain for six long wesks, and during the most
dangerous part of it, I could only learn what was going on outside,

by what my dear wife could tell me; often in‘whispers, or undertone;

for fear of being heard on the outside by eavesdroppers. I was afraid
to even let Union men know where I was hid; everybody outside my own
:family believed I was in the mountains somehwere between Elizabethton
and Cranberry., To add to the horrors of my situation, my health was
very bad, I had been suffering for a long time with neuralgia in my

" head to such an extent I had to give up my practice, in the main, for
years and at this time it was about at its worst. Iife was no pleasure
for me, Sometimes I suffered so I did not want to live. When I think
over what menbal anguish I suffered day and night under that house, and
a1l the news I could get was delivered in hasty sentences, and all about
the ravages of war, and this one and that one of my acquaintances having
‘been killed, and especially when I was told of the SIUnion men being
hung; no wonder that I prayed to die. Not that I was a bridge burner,
;_'Ino, not by any means ~ for I had opposed burning the bridges strenuously;
but because war means to kill and most of those engaged in it do not

_gtand on the mamner of deing it.
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I never failed to define my position on all subjects, and that

alone, accounts for my being a marked man among the leading Confederates

in my locality. I denocunced secession from the beginning, both publicly
and privately,
136
The horrors of war coculd have been more severe, if it had not been
judicially tempered by personal friendship on both sides, when they éB,
had it in their power to show kindness and favor, Two of my personafl
friends, though Confederates, managed to set me at liberty, and not
send me as a Political Prisoner (to wit) Nat., M. Taylor and General
Robert B. Vance. Nat guarded me from Elizabethton in the night to
General Vance's headquarters at Johnson City, where he gave me papers
¥hich protected me from those bloodthirsty vampires who sought to send
me away, vance was a colonel then, but he ocutranked the other fellows.
I was about to start on a dangerous journey through North and South
farolina to reach my ¢ld home in Georgia where I had relatives and
~ friends still living, who I knew would give me protection,
A great many incidents happened during the warj; that while
they would be interesting, especially to Bast Tennesseeans, time will
not permit me to mention here. Most of the history of that time, if
written would be a sad recital, and was calculated toc make partisans
on either side of the controversy take a more solemn view of the
surroundings, than they did at the commencement., We felt the war more
‘BBVerely in Hast Tennessee than any part of the South. Upper East
‘Tennessee was held during the whole L years alternately, first by one
o glde, then by the other, which in several ways made it hard for both,
:m_', Then we had bush whackers, bummers and camp followers. These men had

ro principals, They did not care who whipped. They had ne patriotism,
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They did nct know one day, which flag they would prefer to follow
tomorrow., These men gave much trouble during the war, and some of 137
them have dome mere since the war. Bush whackers (17) in number tock
Bob and Bb Tipton out of bed one night, and shot Bob and left him Joed  sihug
dead at the back of his Father's farm, and took Eb into the mountain [:‘-.\, r v
Reed Dok
and kept him there under guard for nearly a week. A Rebel regiment
came in next day and in order te have b returned, the Colonel of
the regiment (Winn of Georgia) placed the names of 5 Unicn men on the
"dead 1list" as they called it. That was to say, 1f Eb was not brought
back to his Father's by 12 o'clock Saturday night, then 5 men were to
e igt..
Albert J. Tipton and Lawson W, Hampton, being on the list went with
me, as scon as we were notified, to try to find him and return him
at the peril of our lives. We had nothing to do with his abduction,
and therefore could not know anything of his whereabouts, but with much
perseverance and the help of a woman we found after we pot to the
nountains, we succeeded in finding where he was and the woman stole him
away and brought him to us and we had him at his hceme by midnight
Saturday night.
When T went through to the Federal Army long after this, two of
the bush whackers who had jeined the army told me that at the time o f
our hunting for Tipton, a third man who did not know me, was sitting

with them in the laurel by the roadside as I passed and he had his

- glght on me and was just about %o shoot when they whispered to him not

: o shoot that I was a doctor going to see John Whitehead who had fever,

wiers they had just been supplied before with rations. Judge H. C,

&ith was also on the list, but I have forgotten the other name.
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Such was bLhe excitement at the time we all believed that if we

had failed to bring Tipton in according to our orders, that all 5 of

. 18 would have been shot on Sunday. But how innocent we werel The

_'.:' leading Rebels had a spite at Union men who had taken an early and 13
active part in moulding public opinion, on what the people of Fast
 Tennessee ought to do in regard to Secession, therefore, I came in

" for my part of every thing that was said or done, that was in any way

construed against the( success of the Gonfederate cause whether I was

guilty or innocent. J{ FJW Tode, 122 }\“‘ﬁ-ﬂb‘ﬁ? %LAEMJ’_ Elnu,q BRE
vo tafe, 1665 )
After T was arrested and taken before Major stringfield as a
Political Prisoner, and tried and acquitied, the Leaders were nod
gatisfied~~that if the bad element of them; they still hounded me,
~ jnd when that bad man, Captain Duvall was made Provo-Marshall at Eliz-

abethton-—the man above all others who had been clothed with authority

in our midst- the same man who had sent men out to the back of my farm,
and had them shot down like dogs, without the form of a trial., This

- was the man they placed in command here, Shortly after he was installed

- In office, my personal friend, Isaac H. Brown called me to one side and

gald to me confidentially, "You and Lige Simerly had better get away

from here, I heard my two Brothers in law tell Duvall yesierday, if he
could get you and Simmerly away, he would have no trouble in manageing

things to suit him." IiL was then about 10 o'clock A.Me Cols Simerly

ws in towm. We had a very hasty consultation, the result of which was,
w started at day light next morning to make our way to the Federal army

and to remain Mthrough the lines" 1|1as we called it, until "the cruel war

was overtl,

In this hasty flight, we managed to take with us 122 people, com-




gised of men, women and children- all from Union families. Some were

p@tg men, intending to join the army and to die in defiance of

®erished principles, Most of them composed whole families, who in- 139
ﬁaﬂad to make their future home in the West, Some traveled on horse—
%, some in wagons, and some on foot. As we moved on ouwr ca&icade
gabled & little army—— with Banners, for we had two men with us

sd Baners And we were as "terrible as an army with Bamners," f¥e
ﬁ&-through to the Federal army safely with the loss of but one man,

ﬁém hed to leave sick at Warrensburp, and two horses taken from us

"_u?a..ﬁebels at the same place. When we arrived at Knoxville, many

ﬂu Federal soldiers, with whom we were well acquainted flocked around
¥ ﬂ‘;xious to get news from within the Confederate lines, and among them
-Captains from Yancey Cos N. C. who I saw volunteer into the Con-
:i_be service, the day after the fall of Ft. Sumpter., They were both
ad Captains of their companies, and held the same position with the
Bim army. They made up Ilaart of the crowd that gave me notice to leave
¢ in Ydouble quickM, only because I was a Union man. When

®on gave me such a cordial handshake, and seemed 30 glad to see
-I_"laid to them, "Gentlemen, which army do you like the best— the
§afederate, or Federal. You have tried both.?" This was in the

geapanoe of 50 or more Federal soldiers, who did not know until then

i) 5fhnse men had ever been in the Southern army.

ole Simerley and I remained awzy from the Confederacy, until the
of the war. I spent a portion of my time at Knoxville, and a while
ﬁprﬁia, and in Cincinnati, Ohio, where I bought a stock of goods
firm of Jobe & Sinerley.

.can give only the most meager sketch of the many incidents of
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these war times; mest of them unpleasant, but occasionally something
vould occur that was pleasant, and laughable. This to us, as we plodded
our way through the war, was like an M"Qasis in the Desert®, I was com-
pelled to pass through many dangers during the war, but fortunately I
was delivered from all of them, without the,loss of life or limEE but
had to sacrifice a good deal of property.djiﬁéAFuu1 ?r*r'%bﬂkt

A funny episode occured to me upon General Burnsides second advent
into East Temnessee. I had not heard that the Fedsrals were coming, 140
and was returning from a visit to old Jacob Range..  When I was within
two miles of home, a colored man met me and told me I had best run my
horse out into a thicket in their field, where I could hide him from
the Rebel soldiers, as ﬂhere was a large number of them, Col, Folks
Cavalry up in town, and they were taking all the horses they could findj
even dismounting ladies, and as mine was extra fine they were certain to
take hime General Burnside was advancing with a heavy force and that
fact was hurrying Cole. Folk out, I remained in the thicket 3 hours by
oy watch,.and the same darkie came and told me I could safely go home,
the "RebelsM" had all gone down to their encampment. I had gone only
half a mile until I saw I was meeting a dozen of them under command of
& Capteins I felt certain they would take my horse, bridle and saddle.
i noticed that they were all about half drunk. The Captain in charge
commanded me in a sharp tone, M"Halt, Sir." He rode up on my right, and
said, "Are you a Union man, like all the men I find up here in this
damned town," I said, "Yes, Sir, I am a Union man, but I read in my
Bible, "that it is always right to submit to the powers that be', and
I am trying to do it with the best grace I can.' He waved his hand, and

said in a pleasant, and intensely satisfied manner, "You can ride on
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Sir, it is bard to dismount a Minister.®

T had seen a great deal of evil done by ligquor during the war, but
this was the first time I had seen it turn its guns the other way, and
actually do good. This Gaptain happened to be a jolly good fellow, and
he was Jjust drunk enough to feel rich, and he loved everybody,

The war ended in April 1865. Just about L years from its commence— 14l
ment at the fall of Ft. Sumpter. My son then was about 16 years old, J‘R;;Yltﬁuf)
vho had gone to Georgia late in the war to keep out of the army as that Waxny
part of Georgia was held by the Federals, came home with me, as soon as
we found it was safe to do so. We found everything changed by the
ravages of a L years war., The counbry was overrun, and devastated by
both armies, and the citizens of every political opinion had to pay
tribute to Caesar: willing or unwilling. We had to submit to being
robbed repeatedly, After having more trouble a.pd expense than we had
been accustomed to, in raising crops in time of peace, I have more than
once had to see foraging parties of Rebels drive up to my corn fields
and without speaking to me drive in and load their wagons; and return
the next day until half my crop had disappeared, and they would geo inte
my pasture fields, and drive out my choice cattle, and go into my smokse
house, and take 1/10 of what meat, lard and etc. they could finde And
never offer a dollar in remuneration for it.

As soon as I returned home, I hastened to settle with Tilda and
Isaac, two colored people, I had bought as slaves. I bought Tilda some
years before the War, and I bought Isaac during the War - near its
commencement. I bought Tilda to keep her from being sold to a Negro
trader, who would have taken her further South to a cotton country,

and she said she would rather die than go, and therefore, she asked
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me to buy her. And long after this she asked me to buy her step father.
The morning after I returned I called them in, and made about the
following talk to them. "Now Isaac and Tilda you are free as I am. I
' no more exercise ownership over you. I am now going to pay you in 142
. greenback, for what time you have served me, since Mr., Lincoln'‘s pro-
cloi’.mation was issueds Then 1f you want to still live with me you can
% do so, and I will promise to treat you just as T have always treated

"you. I will clothe you and feed you, and you may work just as you

-’-£‘ | please, with ne task master over you -~ just as you krow you always have il
-.; “done ever since you lived with me, and be cared for, and nursed when

o - gicke The same as any of the balance of my family - the same as I al-
& you, not QLA TLS S et !
i vays treate ou, not even giving you a cross word. !
\J you, g y Proc jey )

[ But if you prefer going away as most of the colored people are

doing I have not a word to say against it." Isaac said he wanted to

nove to himself, he wanted to go into the confectionary business.
v Tilda said if she ever left our family while she lived, it would be
. because we wanted her to do so. OShe said she had been perfectly satis-
{ied with her home, ever since I bought her. She remained with us,
L mostly with our daughter Hattie Taylor after she married, until poor
i Tilda's death, which occurred suddenly on 13th of March 1891. I re-
o turned home in April 1865. I left Knoxville the morning that President

Lincoln was assasinated at night. I soon resumed my practice as far as

n

e By feeble health would permit. I continued on doing a small amount of =
practice, both in medicine and surgery until March 1866. TWhen I re-
R ceived the appointment of Special Apgent of the Post Office Department

with headquarters at Raleigh, N. C. My main object in applying to '

President Andrew Johnson {direct) for this position was it would afford
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ne an opportunity to travel a great deal, and see if the rapid change

of climate, walter, scenery, diet, and associations would not produce a
" revolution in my system, that all the tfeatment for years, from the best
doctors I could find, both at home and in the cities had failed to do, 143
and especially T wanted to take a sea voyage, believing that‘ would aid ’}Lu;( b
gome in my recovery. I felt encouraged that President Johnson would “Wbﬁ“l‘-”

Q,z]

glve me some such position, knowing that my health was much enfeebled, f.o.D.

.I also that I had suffered by reason of the Rebellion. And presumed a
good deal upon the personal friendship that had always existed be‘blwee
us, when we differed in politics befors the War, and our more intimate
| Irelations ever since the commencement of the War. I always esteemed
him on account of his talents, but always voted against him on account
of his politics, up to the War, which brought us together as Union men.

I had no trouble in getting the appointment althoupgh a good man was

-. ddsplaced to make room for me.

My district was North and South Carolina. T received my Commission
in March 1866, and went immediately to my headquarters at Raleigh. I
found postal affairs as well as every thing else greatly demoralized.
The legislature of North Caroclina scon convened, and I learned from
the mewbers, from all parts of the State, that no trouble was more
geriously felt throug,htoﬁ[:oha.n the great want of mail facilities, there-
fore I had no trouble in securing their ear'nést co—operation, as well as
that of Gov. Jonathan Worth in obtaining increased mail facllities.
Yestern North Carolina seemed to be most neglected, indeed from Asheville
t¢ the Georgia line, had neither Post Offices nor mail routes. Among
many other daily reports which came to me, describing the utter destitu~

tion in repard to mail facilities in the West; Mr. Kemp P. Battle a




prominent state official, informed me, that a few days before we had
the interview he was compelled to pay a man forty dollars ‘to carry an.
important letter to Murphey, on horseback.t?’-fa ﬁmﬁf%ﬁ%&&& Y

these facts, and I would enclose it in one I would write to the Depart
mnt asking to be authorized to go clear through the western counties,
and give out temporary contracts for carrying the mails, and also appoint
Postmasters. My sugeestion met with the approval of the Department and
In June 1866 I made this trip; as far as Asheville on horseback, and 1Lk
from there in a buggzy. In order to make this trip I came bjr home to
get my own horse; and right here, I want ’po make a digression, to
c¢hronicle an encomium passed upon me at the Department by Col. Cochran,
‘through whose hands all the money came to each, and every Specilal Agent
in the mail service. He said to me, after General Grant's election to
the Presidency - "Dr. there are 1l applicants for your position now in
the city, moving every stone to displace you.¥ Said I, "What charges

- do they malee against me?" "ell, they say you don't go on trips away
~from the lines of the railroads." I said I go at all times when I am
notified that there is anything connected with my duties requiring
attenbion; but said he, "Most of them go if they hear of a frolic, and
they have a chance to have what they flippantly call a good time. And
* their horse, and buggy hire is charged wp to the Department in their
“monthly accounts as necessary item in mail service." He continued -

"] can say this for you Dr. You have received a less amount of money

from this Department for the servlices rendered, and time you have

gerved, than any one of the 4O Special Agents belonging to the Depart-

- mant.




As proof of the correctness of Col. Cochrans statement, I take
occasion to say here, that I very properly might have charged a dollar
a day for my own horse, but did not charge anything. I wvisited nearly
all the counties in Western North Carolina, I was authoriﬁed to appoint
women as Postmasters, because but few of the men could take the test
cathes T appointed nearly all women, and had the satisfaction after-
Wards, to know that as a rule they succeeded as well as men. All the
work I did on this trip was ratified by the Department at Washingihon.

& Strange Incident.

When I finished my work at Murphey in Cherokee county, North
- Carolina, it was my intention to go to the nearest railroad point, 1
. Walhalla, South Carolina and send my horse home, by railrecad and I
: intended returning 4o Raleigh by way of Charleston, South Carolina.

The night before, I intended starting next morning, I went to bed at
- my hotel at the usual hour, and slept soundly until about midnight.
Yhen I awoke, something troubled me. When I realized that I was wide
awmlke, all my thoughts centered on home, I felt a kind of presentment
that somethling dreadful had happened baclk at my home at Elizabethton,
that some of my family was dangerously sick, or some awful accident had
happeneds It had been less than two weeks since I left them. I had
heard nothing from then since I left, but I could not shake the agoniz-
ing feeling off; and I concluded to cross the mountains that lie be=-
.t,men Murphey, North Carolina and Loudon, Tennessee and put my horse on
_. the freight train on the Bast Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia road, and
take the first passenger train and reach home as soon as steam could
bring me. This was just after the close of the war, and the mountaine~
ous regions were a hiding place for murderers, robbers, bush whackers,

“stc. and a man had been killed on this mountain a few days before I



started from Murphey, but I run all this risk, and came on to Loudon,
and traveled a Little in the night first day, and a littls before day
the second in order to. reach ihe railroad in time for a certain train.
And T reached home a little after night on the second day, to find my
little son dying, He passed away the second day after my arrival home.
I retwrned to my headquarters at Raleigh as soon as possible. I
soon made the acquaintance of the best, and most influential men of
the State, as well as, army officers, a1l of whom showed me kindness,
and favors as occasion offered. The memory of President Johnson will
always be dear to me. I never was as much mistaken in any man as I
was in him. When I first became acquainted with him in 1837. ¥hen he
%3 a Democrat and I was a Whig and on till the War, I could not help
- looking on him with distrust from the extravagant abuse heaped upon him
by the Whig papers. Bubt when the War clouds began to spread over the

cowntry it brought us together, and when I became well and intimately 146

acquainted with him, I soon found he was not the man he was reported

‘to be---that is a man who would, as his enemies said, "Sink the Nation,
- if by doing so he could be promoted." I found him to be a true patriot =
'_-_that every interest was to sacrificed, if it was in conflict with the

true interests of the people. His doctrine was 'the greatest good to

< Prag
the greatest number.?” His veto message of the second Freedmans Beaurewi%%m\,

blll--saying M"it could give the President too much power® was proof that timm
he was not selfish and ambitious. He was a far better man than Parson

Brownlow, his reviler. He continued to be my friend as long as he lived,

and showed his steadfast friendship, and confidence in me, by calling me

alono to his bedside, in his last illness, which took him from time to

(1;'}'«2_25'14»&@
eternity. He had an appelectic stroke, and would have had a second ong
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in a few minutes, if I had not resorted to prompt, and heroic treaiment

e
to prevent it. He soon became pariﬁ.ﬁzed in ¢ne side. I could see no

prospect for his recovery from the time I first saw him, and at once

notified the family of the danger, and suggested that they telegraph

to Greenville for his family physiclan {Dr. Broyles) but he objected;

but finally at the end of two days they did telegraph and Dr. Broyles EPWB o
Py

and Taylor came Just in time to see him die, only a few howrs before De 7K

he died, which was on the 3rd day after the attack. I remained with

hin almost constantly day and night, up to within 6 houwrs of his death,

and left then only to visit another close friend and relative, who was

thought to be in about as much danger, but who finally recovered.

I was much astonished at the reporters, who on hearing of the

Pregidentts death, hastened to gather the facts connected with his 147

Nlnegs=~on coming to #Carter Depot!!, the nearest station on E, Virginia

and Georgia railroad 6 miles from where he died (at his daughters Mrs.

‘Stovers) here they received information from parties who had merely

“heard that he died from paralysis, and they contented themselves to

mke their report to their several newspapers upon the uncertain rumor

_ y
md they never came to Mrs. Stovers, where he died zic?r to Elizabethton,

.mles away, to ask me what disease he died with.

Lo
. He died of the aﬁpoP}acti% stroke, Some enterprising photographer

t g0 far as to present to the world a picture of the death bed scens,

th ry picture as the attending physician, and members of the family,

- Soveral persons have {old me they saw them in Europe, but I never

Md of them being offered for sale in this country.

‘There were no death bed scene picutres taken at Mrs. Stovers—

g should have been. I regretted afterwards that I had not had it




done; as I could have telegraphed to Nat W. Taylor then at Glade
Springs, Virginia and he could have been on the ground in a few hours,
with his instruments and every thing prepared, and would have executed
the work in artistic style.
I will now revert to my very hasty data il of my duties as Special
Agent of Post QOffice Department. I remain_ed in office from March 1866
wntil May 1869. Jhen I resigned on account of my very bad health--
mainly brought about by my long trip to the Chippewa Nation, and, una-
voldable exposure in discharging my duties there. I was confined to

ny room, and most of the time in bed, at Raleigh, for months under the

care of Dr. McKee. Jio-dj"'ww-,\n_._(_, e Chaalialon

s, !
Exciting dincident at the Milis House. B

(ne of the many important duties I had to perform, was to collect the

‘dues to the Department. A few days before I would start on my rounds

-on.my collecting tour I sent out to all Post Master!s on all the rail-
.roads a printed notice for Post Master‘!s tc meet me, on the arrival of 148
& cortain train, with the exact amount due to the Department. I had
printed receipts in my poclcet to hand out, after inserting the amount
and the conductor would wait on me till I gave him the signal to start.
__-Ihad made my tour of the two States except Charleston, South Carolina
and & few minor offices on my return to Raleigh. My train took me into
(harleston at midnight. Some public occasion had brought a large crowd
to Charleston and my hotel, the "Mills House! was crowded and I was put
in the Lth story. I carried my money in a-. fob buckled around me, placed
it under my pillow, with my pistol. It was one olclock by the time I
ats supper and got to beds I knew.I had to be in a hurry next morning

to collect dues of the city Post Master and catch my train which left
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early in the morning. I was alarmed next morning to hear the breakfast

bell while I was yet in bed. I hastened to dress and wash and hurry

down to breakfast. I met the Post Master by my side at the table, and

told him what a hurry I was in, sc I might get to the train. We both

ate about half a breakfast and took a street car and was soon counting

the money at the Post Office, when to my great consternation I found

I had left my money and pistol under my pillow at the hotel. I lost

no time running to the hotel, did not wait for the street car. T was

nearly out of breath when I reached my room, and found the chambermaid x

naking up my bed. I said "Did you find my money under the pillow!* ¢

~ She said "Yes, it is on the mantle." I locked, and found it all righta

I hastily handed her a five dollar bill, and said,"I give you that for

being an honest woman.” I never felt so alarmed in my life as I did 149
from the moment I missed my money, until I found it. I felt that it

vould ruin me, if I never recovered it, and I could see very plainly

that there were many more chances against me than for me. I do not

-remember what amount of money I had, bli.}t it was considerable I had

been nearly all over the two states.{rm %mbtq

I had given a very large bond with Governor Holden, and several
others as security, and I believed if I never recovered the money,
gore would be ready to say I had sent it off, and had invested in
-lands, as I had known then to say of others who I always thought were '
:_. imocent. I made my home at Raleigh during the "notoriocus reconstruc—
.tion period.® And witnessed the planning and scheming of the Burmners,

© farpet Baggers and Scallawags. This experience did not increase my con—

" fidence in, and respect for the average politician, A true FPatriotic

 Statesman is a great blessing to any Nationi but the common place




hnter, the selfish demagogue is a curse to any people. What a

spactacle was presented to the world when the Vampires commenced

N

dividing out the offices both State and Federal.

As a rule the wWorst element of the North had hurried to the South

at the end of the War, many of them for no other purpose than to get

into office as Congress had passed what was called the Iron Clad, or

test oath. The effect of this was to prevent every man who had done

any service to the Confederacy from holding office. This law caused

the Southern States to be unrepresented in Conpgress for several years

‘after the War, There was no man of any party who was a citizen of the

Raleigh District, who could take the required cath except myself., I 150

had resided in East Tennessee during the war up to its close, when

it became unsafe for me to remain longer on account of my out spoken

Union sentiment, I had o go Nerth and remsin until the end of the

“Wer. In this emergency 1 was offered the Republican nomination for

fongress in the Raleigh District; and Major Foot a fine speaker pro-

posed to me, if I would accept the nomination, he would canvass the

District for me, and I might continue in my office as Special Apent

Post Office Department until I had the certificate of Ielection in my

pocket.—~Saying MA nomination means an election, as things stand in

this District." "As a majority of the white people are disfranchised,

and 811 the blacks are enfranchised and will 21l vote the Republican

ticket: it is a one sided business seeW. And to add to your chances of

election, you arc one of the original pamnel of Union men, and are from

' East Tennessee and have had your residence here long enough to entitle

you to a seat in Conpress.!

As near as I can remeﬁlber my reply was about as follows. NThis




proposition, I admit is tempting, it would give me an honorable and
lucrative position. I could serve two years which would make my pay

ten thousand dollars, without re—election, and as I was ralsed to

aconomy I would save ny money. - But I can't accept the nominationj but
I tender to you and your friends my sincere thanks for your friendship

and good will, but I cannot accepi the nomination from a Republican

convention, I am a Union man to the core, but I am not a Republican.?

I never had the vanity to believe, if I had accepied the nomina-
tion and gone to Congress, that I would have distinguished myself; but
I must be permitted to say I think I would have refurned to my consti-

tusnts with a better record than Col. John W. Dewes, the man they did

- gend. He was expelled from Congress for selling a cadetship. This man,

Col. Dewese, was a col. in the Federal army from the state of Ohic, and

wes not a citizen of Raleigh, and was not really entitled io a seat in

" Mn)

I was compelled to differ in opinion from a large majority of the
-Union men. Looking at our condition at the end of the War from my

. stendpoint I thoupght the War was waged; that life, and treasure were

sacrificed, to prevent to Union of these States from being destroyed.

“The Secessionists, headed by Jefferson Davis, said "We will di“s,{\elve the

Btates, and then organize a confederacy in the Scuth." The Unionists

sald, WMo, you can't do any such thing, you have no such constitutional

right to dismember the Union."® I sympathized with the latter view.

¥en the greatest conflict, in many respects, that the world had ever
witnessed, was ended, and the rank, and file of the Union forces, and
Al good citizens were anxious for peace, not only in word, but in

fact - and were honestly desirgous to forget as soon as possible that




# had been at War: Just then the politicians came upon the scene, and
presented & new questicn to the people of the South -~ MRsconstructiont.
Seid these politicians--we must reconstruct the Southern States. Thus
admitting that the South had succeedfjtﬁ taking their states out of the

Union. Having all the power, both civil and military, they went to

wrk, and Ymade them over." And in doing sc, in my copinion, in some
: of the States they altered the bases, and fundamental pfinciples of the
. State governments, and in this way these extreme Union men displeased,
a very larpge number cf more conservative Unien men throughout the
.Hation, aid T believe it is due more to that class of men than to any
other for the great political revolution that has swept over the Union
in the last few years—-driving from power the strongest party that
ever has entrenched i'tsej‘l.f iIIl power, since the foundation of our gove
| ernment."k MM rdlionan M‘L-b:a”"’f"‘

I will not occupy much space, here to give my opinion of pgovern-
- mntal affairs, as I never was a politician, and am only a humble citi-
'{__--zen; but every citizen ought tc have an opinion, and ought to express
it, freely, and nol have to gc to some politician to ask him how he
ought to vote, It is often said, WWe hawve the best government in the

wrld."® This I think is subject to some limitations. I think the

policy of the government for many years, and especially since the War,

has been tc make the "rich richer, and the poor poorer," and this is
‘ccoxuplished through the tariff, and finances. The 31,000 million=-
alres who ovn more than one half of the wealth of the Nation, obtained
their princely fortunes, or a great deal of it by buying United States
Bonds at about 33 cents to the dollar, and these bonds should have

boon redeemed in greenback currency; but to favor the few, and cppress

152
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the many, Congress passed a law making them reaclable/;\only in golde From 153
18651868 that question was much agitated throughout the country. Gen-
sral Grant was elected President in 1868. I heard his inaugural address
Ith March 1869, I was standing close to a group of millionaires, at the
conclusion of the address, they clapt their hands, and one of them said,

Mow we are safe, our bonds will be paid in gold.!
This condition of things, if continued, I think will bring trouble.
Anything that oppresses the masses of the people, causes unrest and

- dissatisfaction. If the majority of the people could own United States

bonds, and have them redeemed in gold at the option of the holder, after

having drawn the interest on them semi~annually, as leng as they_chose

, +
" to do so, all would be well, but that is far frombeing the facte oppubiinon

and overshadoving any of these dire calamities is the great "Mogul",
' the liquor traffic. Divested of all its multitudinous ramifications
| attending to its sale, as a beverage, its resultant demoralization,
its murders, homicides, and slow deaths, with immense sums paid out by
the people yearly on account of the nefarious traffic - to say nothing
of these, and loock at the frightful amount of money, every year handed
-over the counters of the two hundred and forty thousand saloons in the

United States - amounting in the whole to twelve hundred millions of

dollars a year. Just think of it. And yet we have no remedy for this

_great iniquity. Because the State governments, and the United States

Qovernment legalize the sale of liquor by license; and thus stand

directly in the way of the citizens prohibiting its sale. I am satis-



fied that the sentiment of a majority of the voters in the United

States is in favor of dispensing with the saloon; but it is the

power and popularity of the United States government and the joint
%
influence of the States influence, that still perpetuate the trafic.




I think it is only a question of time when the saloons will be
al-)olished by law., I think it is plain to be seen, by any ocne of mod-
erate discrimination, that the people must put down the saloons, or
the saloons will put the vpeople down.
A great many good men say, I would vote to prohibit the mamufac-
ture and sale of liquor as a beverage, 1f I thought there was any
chance to succeed, There is an immense amount of moral covu;ardice in CH”"]
the world. It is hard to get the majority of the people tc post

themselves in regard %o the real sentiments of the Masses.

The Prohibition Party is the only one that has probed the senti-
ment to the core, That Party has spent more time and money in the

last 20 years investigating the question, ami getting all the information

that is available , and it sums up this way.

In the general election in 1888, there were cast for President,
eleven millions, three hundred and ninety two thousand, three hundred
and eighty two votes, And of this number, there were six millions,

~in sentiment, in favor of prohibition, Not that many votes, but the
sentiment of that many votes, ih favor of doing without the saloon,
*if it could be done, without hurting my party". So many real good
‘men are afraid of being called cranks, Many of the best men who ever
lived were called cranks and fanatics. St. Paul, with all “the
Apostles, Martin Luther, John Wesley, Christopher Columbus, Proff,
¥orse, and the great army of their co-laborers in science, and in the
Hirdstry, were called cranks, and even our Savior was called a fanatic.

Jnd the denunciation of that day was actuated by the same spirit,

enforced by the same kind of men, as those who adopt it, and apply it

in this enlightened day. A great battle is beling waged in every
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¢ivilized, or semi-civilized comimnity. Some of the contestants are

- governed only by political ambitions, some by notoriety, but the

greatest number, by love of money. OUn one side, On the other snfde -

~ A few are contending for conscience. Who shall have the Vlcto guzf
Upon the occasion of one of my vislits to Washington on off1c1al 152

business, I was sent for by the Secretary of the Interior, ifr. Browning,

he having heard that I had in early life resided ameng the Indians,

| and had learned a good deal in regard to their habits, character, etc.

“¥r, Drowning wanted such a man to visit the Chippiwa Indians at their

new reservations in the extreme northern part of Minnesota.

e had sent laj. Paddock, a Kansas man, a few months Lefore on

this mission but he became so alarmed at the reports of the dangers

~ that would attend the work, he went no further than the Indian Agency

on the frontier, and returned to Washington without accomplishing any

thing,

Mr, Browning laid before me a voluminous correspondence he had
vwith the local Indian dgent, Joel B, Bassett, and many letters from
prominent citizens of Minnesota, setting forth the dangers of an
Indian war on the Lorders,

A dissolute band of Indians at leech Lake had waylayed and ass-
_msinated the principal Chief of the Nation, "Hole in the Day," and
they were ready to go on the "War Path." After reading carefully
this correspondence, Mr, Browning asked me if I was willing Yo rislk
the Mission. I told him I thought it wouwld be somewhat hazardous but,
83 I wes anxious Lo see the country, if the Post Office department
vould grant me leave of absence untii I could make the trip, I would

f0.




I made application at the Post Office department immediately, for
leave of absence and leave was granted for me for two months.
I received a Commission from Mr. Brovning, Secretary of the Interior,
a9 Special Agent of Indian Affairs and left Washington on the 2nd day
" et H e Thiph o Nedlon i Mmqacm‘i"
Of SB t. l 8- :

lon Col, N. G. Taylor, then Conmissicner of Indian Affairs, together

156

' ~with lirs, Taylor, Miss Sue Gillespie and Jas. P. Taylor, accompanied
- me to the Chippewa Agency--these friends left me on the border of the
_nation and returned through Michigan to visit® some other tribe of Indians.
We had spent several days at the Agency and in its neighborheod,
-Fort Ripley ond other points, and the Commissioner held one council

with the Indians. I can well remember but cannot properly describe,

the feeling when Col. Taylor and. I separated at #Little Falls Minnesota."

We all toolk dinner fogether at the hotel at Little Falls. After
_;'.dinner we were all in a hurry to start. ©Col, Taylor and party going
‘to Michigan and I, with about 30 men, to plunge into the forest beyond
‘the Mississippi River.

When I clasped his hand to bid him, what seemed to us perhaps a
last farewell, he said, "iy friend, I would rather you would turn back
with me. Irom what other people tell us here on the border, this is
i’ivery hazardous undertaldng you are about to enter into and I fear
_ﬁih consequences that may attend it." My reply was, "I never put my
band to the plow and look back", and thus we parted.

| I had just handed him a letier for him to mail when he reached
-Post Office, addressed to my beloved wife. It was short for I had
b a few minutes time in which tc write. The following is aboub the

!‘Ubﬂtance of what I remember of that letter, after so many years of
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trials and troubles., MT{%’QD# ot .(,quwm-uii_. = \ET:’ILiLb ) )._
"Little Falls, Minnesoba, Sept. 16th, 1868.
My Dear Wife -
In a few minutes I will cross the Mississippi and enter into the wil-
o derness and wilds of the savage 0Jibway Nation., I send this by Col.
| Taylor, to be mailed when he reaches the nearcst Post CGffice, on his
- viay Lo Michigan, This is the last letter I can send you for weeks as
I %ill be beyond civilization. I will take all the care I can of my- ad
: self in every way. I feel that I will be permitted, through a kind
Providence, to return to my home and to ny family in safety, but if
“any thing should happen to prevent my return, you can find a deposit
b of several hundred dollarg—-I do not remember just what ambt. in the
il . First National Bank at Raleigh, N, C. This I forgot to tell you of.
- ¥y health is good. Farewell.
+ Very affectionately, Your Husband.!
did, however, have an opportunity to send another letter in about
oiid t_rro weeks after, written on birch bark. I sent it by an Indian Courier,

hundreds of miles, and he carrica it safe through and it was mailed,

and in due time it was received in ZElizabethion, and also one written

on bark to my son, Dudley, was received at Raleigh, W. G,

I was loathe to give up the companionship of my life long friend,
Rev. Nat G. Taylor, especially when we both had misgivings, as to our
' 'ﬂar'meeting again in this lower world, |
I had been furnished with an order from the War Department at

o i&shington, for 30 soldiers under a Commissioned Officer to travel
ith ne through the nation as a body guard. These soldiers were de-

k‘lled by Gen. Terry from Fort Abercrombie.

/¢



This command was ordered to meet me at Rice River., I had with
me, quite a cavalcade. Maj. Joel B, DBassett, the local Indian agent,
and I traveled in a fine buggy drawn by 2 of the finest mules I ever
rode behind., We had 1) wagons loaded with supplies of goods for the
Indians and a few hacks and buggies and 30 men. We also had with wus,
3 Ministers of the Gospel--Rev, lir. lfadox, Methodist, Rev, Mr. Edward
T, Niell, Presbyterian, and Bishop John Ireland of the Roman GCatholic
Church, And Dr., H, Pennyman, who was to reside among the Indians,

. and doctor them when his services were called for. Also we had with

N
us, Mre I. Co R;(ﬁsey of St. Paul, brother of Gov. Remsey and lMr, Vm,

Tomlison, an Englishman, who was malking the trip for pleasure and his
health and to see the country.
Qur long jJourney through this vast savage territory, unknown to

n) N
eivilized men until comparf{tively a few years ago, was full of inki-~

'dents, but in vmiting only a short sketch, I cannot mention but a

few and having taken very meager notes in my Diary, and so many years
G full of business, labor, Leil and affliction having elapsed, I

cannot be expected to enter into a detailed account of the many happ-
.éni.ngs and sights seen in so long a trip--every day full oa events
'_.that would furnish interesting matter for a trenchant pen, w%,né.é,?;m
A few of the incidents in my travels through the Ghippew; .Na.tion.
I write this on the 25th day of August, 1893, and must say, as

W excuse for the want of a little method, that I am satisfied that
there never could have been a time found in the whole course of my

long life, that would have been so unfavorable for me to do this
witing, on account of the veI:y long and serious affliction in our

farily, of which 1 will say more hereafter.

[ F2
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I should, in the preced¢ing pages, said we left Washington on the

2nd of Sept., 1808, and came direct to Chicago, where we met Bishop Whipple,

who was taking congiderable interest in troubles between the Government

and the Indians. %We had an interview with the Uishop at Washington

and he requested us to wait for him at Chicage and he would go on with

us to the agency.

We-(that is, Rev. N. G, Taylor, k¥rs. Taylor, iiss Gillespie, J.P.

Taylor and nyself), remained at Chicago 3'%'dayso We then proceeded

on our journey by way of #ilwalkie, Prarie De Cheine, crossing the

Mississippi River at iagriger, then on through Towa to St. Paul, the

~ Capitol of Minnesota. Prarie De Chiene was the home of Jefferson Davis,

the President of the Southern Confederacy for 8 years, being stationed

for the time, by the Government of the United States. We remained at 159

. ot, Paul, and for this whole distance, the lands are very fine. On

the 9th of Sept., we went by invitation, 30 miles on the St, Paul and

Pacific R, R. to a place called Big Timber. Here we see the finest of

lands and timber, Tt is hard to ever estimate it. On the 10th, we

went by invitation, on an excursion and picnic to White Bear Lake, 12

‘miles on Lake Superior and Michigan R, &,

The pecople were very kind to us and treated us with consideration

‘and respect, especially Dr. Stuart, the City Post kaster, and his

Chief Clerk, ir. Terry. On 1lth, Maj. Joel B, Bassett and 1 leave

'8t Antoney for St. Cloud on train and arrived there at 7 P. M. This

,jg the fartherest point we could reach by railrcad. St. Cloud has about

), thousand inhabitants.

Two Stage lines run out from here daily, one

0 Crow Wing and the other to Soc-Center.

- TFrom St. Cloud, Maj. Bassett and I traveled in a fine buggy, drawn
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by 2 superb mules, furnished us by the Government. We left St. Cloud

at 30 minutes after § in the morning, and arrived at the Agency, a

distance of 65 miles, just after dark and stopped an hour and a half

for dinner,

Gen, Sanborn and Lady, Mrs., Taylor, Miss Gillespie and Jas. P.
Taylor arrived at dark. It is now 15th of Sept. It rained all night
- and is raining at evening on 15th. The people here count this the
squinoxial storm but in owr country, we always have it close& to the

22nd. Maj. Bassett and 6 or 7 others of our party started this mor-

ning to the Pembina payment, Pembina means high bush cranberry. It

s away up within 80 miles of the British possessions. It rained on

C\:P"
G-j‘.f?mﬂl

all the streams are so swollen we were compelled to go by Swan River )

the 17th when we started to White Darth Reservation. The waters in

ij_ and crogs the Mississippi, to avoid Crow Wing and other streams.
I want to mention here as I gsee¢ it in my Diary, that Minnesota
has 2% millions acres of school lands, as good as an average and all
that bas been sold brought §6 an acre and 1% millions dollars besides.
: I now resume my account of my travels on to White Earth to hold wlda 160
g -.my first Council with Indians, After crossing the Mississippi at 1{%
Little Falls, we stayed the first night at Mr. Wortmans in Morris
Icounty. The next day we pushed on over some good and some bad road-
traveling considerably after night to reach Osakis on Osalcis Lake-—
we could not have gotten there if we had not had the good fortune to
procure a light.
On much of our route, we had a great deal of trouble in getting

the loaded wagons and our buggies and hacks over deep marshes, whereas

" If we had gone through the "turf®, as it is called, the horses and




mules and wagons would have mired up, and we could not have got them

cut,

OQur teamsters were provided with long cables and they understood

all about transporting Indian supplies over these palludes or margheg.

They would fasten tiiese huge, long ropes to a wagon, then a sufficient

mimber of men would cross on the turf and pull the wagon over, putting

planks under the wheels in the softest places. Then repeating and |

pmeneuvering until the wagons and other vehicles was over and pull the

miles and horses over in the same way, laying them on their side.

Sometimes we would be detained 3 or 4 hours at such places, but

we had to have the pafience of Job. Every one of us{and we numbered

30 or L4O) kept in a perfect good humotﬂr. A1l seemed to realize from

the start, that we would have fatigue, trials and troubleg 'in that long

journey through a savage,waste, howling wilderness. Every day of our

- march with its execiting incidents were pretty much the same, We had

.ample supplies, both for man and beast and were fortunate in having

one of the best cooks, in the person, Mr. Smith, He was a splendid

cook and always cheerful and happy. I do not think we ever ate a meal 161

vhile we were on our Journey without cranberries in some shape and

Smith knew Jjust how to serve them. While he would be getting dinner,

the teams eating, some of the men would frequently take a short hunt

sromnd the encampment as game was plentiful. One day our men fell in

with some other hunters and they had just found one of their men, who

“had strayed off and become lost and he became so bewildered and alarmed

vhen he could not find the camp, he was nearly crazy. He was sure he

xould be killed by the Indians and this thought so preyed on his mind,

.hB had written his own obituary and pinned it on his coat. It read
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this way, "Jim Smith, killed by the Indians, Sept. 2Qth, 1868,"
IKJ"P\-LMW o Broekidomds ta, LL)WML?

When we reached the Leaf Mountains, we stopped to rest and take

our dinner and while our friend, Smith, was preparing cur meal, several

of us , including the Ministers, went to the highest Pinnacle, where,

with magnifying glasses, we could see nearly all over the state and

Minnesota is a very large state. Mimmesoba is distinguished for its

great number of Lakes. I think that an over estimate but looking

from the top of Leaf Mountains that day--over such a vast territory,

the lakes seemed innumerable, "mixed and mingled" with land, some small

and some large., It was indeed a grand sight, cone never to be for-

gotten.

The "Leaf Mountains are called the backbone of the World." Here

is the pgreat division of the waters. All the waters on this side of

loaf Mountains run into the Mississippi River and then on to the Gulf

of Mexico, and on the other side, the waters all run inte Hudsons Bay.

Extract from my Diary of 20th of Sept., 1868, 'We are now at

Brandon. When we get 20 miles farther, the waters run into the

Ottertail river, which make the Red River of the north, which empties

into Hudsons Bay.!

I cannot point out Just where we struck the ncted Santa Fe Trail,

“but T know we £ollowed it a long distance with one wheel of our vehicles 162

“in the trail and the other in the grass. While following this cele-

‘brated trail, we met a great many wagons, sometimes as many as 40 or

50 in a drove, Frequently one driver would have 3 or U teams under

bs control, He would manage them by talking to them and cracking

- his whip in a certain way thal they would understand.

- - First frost was on the 15th of Sept. It did not hurt much.




Pecple here report that 700 bushels Irish potatoes have been raised / 9/’ 7
here to the acre and L0O is a commen crop. Cabbage is a splendid
vegetable here and squash, 60 lbs. I could buy 400 acres of land
sround Brandon, g(;)od house and stables for $5000. Could pay for it
in sale of lots \L ML w Wbub ‘ o while
¥ Gorth - , hyth, Seqk )
22nd~ We are now 9 miles above Ottertail, encamped in a hail storm.”

Maj. Basgett and I arrived at White Earth(Lake)Reservation at,

5 P. M., 23rd Sept., after traveling nearly all day in a snow storm.
It hgd been hard for the sun to cross the equinoxial line this year.
Iwas quite chilly when I got out of the buggy. We were received by
the Chiefs and headmen with demcnstrations of friendship and treated
¢ourteously.

The names of the Chiefs at this town of about one thousand are:
Kaunedo Wa, Wanbona Cut, Esconnut Cut, Nebonesto Rung, Sacossega,
__Hanogestick, Ayawhey.
| T held a Council with the Indians every day for L days. 4 council
is conducted in the following manner, when they are friendly and
“intend to compliment the agent with a dance. Their warriors are all
painted with war paint and each one has a feather in his hair for
-:avery white man he has killed-and some on this occasion had as many
‘8 a dozen. FEach warrior had a gun, hatchet, knife, bow and arrow, a
heavy stick or something with which he could kill a man. They were

gl drawn up in a large ring, completely surrounding me and my inter-

: ;Ft.er and the principle Chief and his Drummer Boy. My inter]fiéter on

tads occasion was Paul Boleao s a half breed. He was an intelligent
sllow and it being the first council, and he now knowing that I had pet

- Imown anything about Indians, whispered to me and told me to not mind




their demonstrations. ILet them show ever so many signs that they in-
tended to put me to death and not to be afraid, that they would do me

o (e e s Wor Dowes Yty the Irdiaca)

At the tap of the drum, by the little boy, the warriors commenced

rnning around in the big cirele singing and, when they completed the
¢ircle, they would hollow the war whoop--then round and round, again

and again., Presently one soldier, perhaps with a gun, would fasten

his eye on me as he ran rouﬁd and directly he would jump out of the

ring and make his circult nearer to me, with his gun presented as though
{0 shoot and, after making all the demonstrations he wanted to, he would
Jump back in line and another would put a scowl on his face and, perhaps.
come out with a sword uplifted as if he intended to kill me the next
mmite, and so on until they had all the fun they wanted, then they
"were ready to know what I had to say about my Government; and what
-message their Great Father had sent to them by me, etc.

Their Great Father is the President of the United Statea. The

‘Gouncil then commenced by the old Chief stepping in front of me and

Iy interpeter, Bolean, and commencing his speech in Chippewa. Vhen

“he had spoken as long as he thought the interpeter cculd remember, he
“stopped to let the interpeter tell me in English, what he had said.

Then I answered the Chief's speech and these speeches went on

wntil all the questions at issue were fully discussed. They had a

great. many complaints to make against the Government and greatly mis-
sonstrued the Treaty Stipulations. I took pains in reading and ex-
Plaining, from printed copies of the Treaty, just what they were en-
titled to and succeeded in satisfying them that designing white men

had misrepresented the Treaty. I convinced them that the Government 161,




would carry out, in good faith, every stipulation of the Treaty. /%7
The Indians generally are making more demands of the Government

than could or should be complied with. I think annuities paid to them ,
i

e

gvery year has a demoralizing effect, not only on the Indian but noticily
on the bummers along the border. Depending on the money ahd goods

paid to them every year, keeps the Indians from hunting as much as they

\LSM.‘M%
would otherwise do. They rely too mich on the annuities.® $o—ekfs : ‘
cu»&.‘i'umm
After holding the first Council at White Earth, I found that the
'aoldiers would be a menace to the Indians and place me really in more
sjanger, than I would be without them, I told the Indians, in my second
talk with them, what I thousht about it. I told them I would send the
soldiers back to Fort Abercrombie, if they would send an escort of
their own warriors with me through the country and promise me protec-
“tion, while I was in their nation.
When this proposition was presented to them through Paul Boleao,
1 could see from their looks and ominous grunts, that it was heartily
gpproved and when the old Chief replied, he said, "Our Great Father
'_Agen'b Shits the nail on tho head", when says; send war men back., We
have been talking about it. Our friendly agent comes here and talks

~good to us and says he means us no harm., Our Great Father at Wash~-

ington means us no harm. Then why have soldiers? We have no soldiers.

We are for peace. We say to the agent we glad to send our men with

“him, if he send soldiers back, and we promise not a hair of head
ghall be hurt while he stay in our nation."

This Indian Chief meant all he said and truly represented his
‘band of a thousand Indians at White Earth but, nevertheless, as we

-shall see, I came near being killed by the band of Indians at Leech




Lake{the last place I visited) and only escaped by leaving in the 165
night, assisted by my friends and soldiers stationed there, under
command of Col. Bush.
¥r., Tomlison and I remained at White Earth Lake until the Fay
Party, under Maj. J. B, Bassett went to Pembinau to pay the Indians
at that point their annuities of goods and money.
We intended to go on to Leech Lake by what is called portages;
that is across lakes, then carry the light birch bark canoce from lake
to lake—-thus cutting off fully one half the distance, but on trying
the cahoes at tl;e mill, on the end of the lake, where we intended to

embark on this dangerous voyage, we found the canoes were tco small

and not at all safe. So we gave it ocut and waited péﬁ-iently mtil

¥aj. Bassett returned from Pembinau,

Then we returned by the circuitous route to the Chippewa Agency ,
then on to Leech Lake.

Before leaving off my account of my talks and dealings with the
"Indians at White Earth Lake, it would be proper o state more in de-
tail, what were the issues between the Indians and the Government.

The Indians charged that the supplies furnished by agents of the
Government, both in gbods and in what they eat were of an inferior

- kind, and that the lands cleared and ploughed for cultivation did not
" aownt to the number of ac‘res agreed upen in the Treaty; therefore, I
had to measure all the lands that had heen ploughed for them at their
new reservations and count all the houses, that had been built for
their occupancy; and had to go to the Commissary Department and examine
the flour, meal, meat, etc., etc. I found a little flour slightly

Injured by being transperted long distances in rainy weather and scme
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inferior blankets, Every thing else seemed in fair shape,

I had learned enough about Indian character during my § years resi-
dence, when I was quite young, among the Indians({Cherokees and the Crecks) 166
to know these Chippewas would expect some present from me on this oecasion,
so vhen I had held my last Council with this band, I told them I wanted
to talk a while to them on subjects not connected with the public
service,

T told them I had ordered 3 barrels of flour {o be issued to them
from the Commissary--I told them I did this in lieuv of giving them
vhiskey as had been done in many instances, t¢ their great injury.

Now, said I, "I want to make you a plain talk for your own good,
because you have t:;'eated me kindly and you have, by your conduct since

I've been among you, made a good impression on ny mind, and you have

inspired me with a hope that you intend to{at least some of you inteﬁd .
¢ um, o [y(hw— Ttk G X
to} try to become a civilized people., W he "I.("':u1 M Necelpe

I would love to encourage you in your efforts, since you have told
me, it is your desire to lmprove in your manner of life and try to
hm\}itate white people in performing all the duties of life, but it is
ny duty to be plain with you. It is impossible for you to improve

wntil you become industriocus. You must treat your women better-

nothing shows the characteristic of savage life so much as bad treat-

ment of your wives and daughters.,

When I went out the other day to see your fine, steam,saw mill,
furnished by the Government to saw lumber for your houses, T met one
of your men, his wife--the poor woman had a very heavy sack of rice
straped on her shoulders, and then her baby on top of thal, and her

husband walking altong with a gun on hls shoulder.




And this morming I saw 4 of our young women come into towm, each / {;9‘\
one dragging a load of long heavy poles on their hips like oxen, to
make fires for you lazy men to smoke your pipes around. You have told
me you want to be like white pecple but, that statement is contrasted
to your every day life, If you really wanted to be like the white 167
man, you would put on pants, coats, vests, etc., and quit going about
with a blanket around you, holdmﬁﬁom Eh one hap%hilp _
you hold your pipe with the other. M ?—0’)’ ™ adoter.,)
The industrious white man dresses so as to have nothing to impede

- the use of his hands and he goes to work at what ever will pay him best.

He cuts off his hair and keeps it out of his way. As a rule,you Indian

men never cut your hair, but plait it and let it grow and hang down
- your backs until it reaches to the ground, by the time you are middle {
aged men. All this is a mark of savage life, and is not praise worthy.

I would be glad to see it otherwise but, in looking around since I've

been here, I've seen but one Indian man trying to immitate the white

men in dress, and this man is said to be training his children, both
girls and boys to work and also dress like white people-~that man is
Minne do Wah", your Chief, who is now present to hear my words of
é:omenda‘bion. It was on account of these virtueé and the good report
I have heard of him, that I singled him out from your other chief men,
and made him a present of my fine fancy walking cane, which I brought
vith me from Washington and, which I valued s¢ highly.

I wish we had all of your Ojibway iribe with us here to day, I
would take pleasure in giving them all a "plain talk"--good advice,

which would do them good. TFrom a residence of six years among dif-

ferent tribes, I think I understand their wants, and I think I am




competent to advise them, and I now I have interest enough in their
velfare to tell them the truth.

It is too common with Government Agents, when holding Councils

with Indisns, {as I have witnessed in my early life at Councils in

Cherokee and Creek Nations) to try to gain their favor by flattery.

1 think an Indian appreciates the truth as much as a white man and
loves to hear it, but alas, the white man has so many temptations ‘o
hide the truth from the more ignorant Indian. I do not want you to
think hard of me for pointing out your faults to you. We all do wrong,
it matters not what our condition in life, and the best evidence of
& man's friendship is for him to tell us of our faults, if it is done
in the proper spirit and at the right time.

I wish to notify you of one more migstake you are malking and then
I will close.

Your Great Father, through his agents, has constructed a good
~ many homes for your families; these homes would make you warm and
tomfortable during the long cold winters, to an extent you have never
felt comfort before, if you would move into them. I have gone around
gnd counted them and examined them so I can make my report to your
Great Father, when I get back to Washington, and let him know your
exact situation, for he has an interest in your welfare. But after
finding that the housss had been built according to the Treaty stip-
.ulations'; they are all standing idle; not one occupied; and all of your
families living in wigwams, just as your Fathers and Grandf athers_ lived

2 cenbury ago. And if I were to return here a year from now, I would
: expect 1o find your elegani houses standing unoccupied, as they are

. todays This conduct of yours is not in the direction of civilization.!




fihen I was done with my talk, all the Indians cheered me. And
then, Wawhona Cut, one of their Chiefs, rose and made me the following
speech, as reported by Paul F. Boleao, my interpreter at this point:

BOur Great Father's Agent, who has come so far to talk to us, has
spoken the truth and we want to thank him for what he has told us, He
need not be afraid we get mad at him for telling us the truth, We

often despise white man that tells us smooth things, when we know he

don't care for us. Ve \Z‘lSh all Agents would deal with honestly
and tell us no lies." U)Jg-utb 5Mu?\. "%t .}.wa_ﬁ@a)

Mie will send our soldiers to meet you at leech Lake, as we
promiged, and go with you to White Oak Paint and anywhere you want to
go through our nation., #nd when you are done visiting our tovns and
holding Councils with our people, and go back to your own people, we
wan{ you to write us a long letter, and give us more good advice. Send
the letter to Mrs Wright, your interpreter at Leech Lake, who has
taught school among us for more than 20 years; he will read it to us.
¥e wish you good luck and a safe journey home."

I then bid them farewell at Vhite Earth by shaking hands cord-
ially with the Chiefs and bowing to the warriors and squaws that were
present,

While remaining at the Government Steam Saw Mill, waiting for the
return of Maj, Bassett from the Pembina payment, after we found it
unsafe to go to Leech Lake by canoces rowed on lakes by Indians, I had

trouble with Dr. Penniman, whe got his face frightfully cut by falling

on a very sharp snag. He was a large fleshy man with large face and

the cut was a terrible one. He bled profusely, I left him, when I

started to Leech Lake, improving.




My troubles and dangers at leech Lake.

Maj. Joel B, Bassett and I traveled from the Agency to Ieech Lake
alone in ourfine out fit. We failed to reach there the first day.
Yo had to camp out alone, 15 miles on this side of the Lake, From
the unsettled condition of the Indians at Leech Lake, we did not feel
entirely secure, especially as Charles A. Ruffler had gone up there
the day before to prejudice the Indians qgainst the Government a]_'l..he o
could, and especiélly against Maj. Bassett, who had supplanted him .
(Ruffer) in the appointment of Local Indian Agent.
We reached Leech Lake at 10 o'clock mext morning and found this
. ¥ild and turbulent band of Indians in no mood to be reasoned with.
- ¥o were well aware of this unsettled state of mirnd, from meeting the
day before with Couriers sent to meet us and demand of us presents for

(Qede Vs o3t
killing of their Principal Chief, "Hole in the Day." dﬂe_—d
%

. “?J)

Loced s
In place of hiding away to keep from being arrested When We "¢

ﬁth Lake o
there, they boasted of having killed their chilef and wanted me to

appoint another Chief to rule over them.

I was compelled to manage this dissolute band with great circum-
spection and caution. If I had rashly gone to work and exercised all
the powers vested in me as Agent of the Yovernment, in carrying out
end defending the Treaty Stipulation; we would have had to battle
right there.

My previous kmowledge of Indian affairs and weighing well their
character, served me well in this emergency. I had 3 days to spare
after T reached Leech Lake before the day set for holding the Council
with these wild Indians and I made choice of that interim to hold a

Council with Indians at White Oak Point, on the Misslssippi River,




/56

150 miles from Leech Liake. I therefore, spent no time in handling words
through nyy new interpreter, Mr. Wright, with these bad Indians, but (Tﬁu‘émw
pressed into service a steam boat belonging to “Uncle Sam®, but beingtiL?qH&;E,
used to transport supplies fbr the Indians on the Mississippi River .{, kﬂiﬂiﬂ,
and large lakes, In this boat, we sailed over the big waves of Leecgdﬁjligifkpi
Lake 10 miles that evening and camped on the bank of the Great Miss-
issippi River. We were afraid to risk riding the waves on Leech Lake
in a canoe, so we carried it in the steam beat with ws from the town
to where we camped on the river., The next morning, very early, we 171
started in our L fathoms cance. It was like all their canoes, made -
of birch bark. It was 20 feet long, and about L3 feet across in the
" middle. We had in it, besides Maj. Bassett and nyself, Mr. Wright
(my interpreter)} and 4 Indians, who were detailed from White Earth to
accompany me through all my travels through the Nation, in place of
the soldiers I had sent back to Abercrombie.

Our whole cargo consisted of T men, our provisions, cooking utensils,
our camp egquipage, 3 shot guns, an ax and a box of tobacco,

The birch bark of which these canoces are made, has 20 or more
layers as fine és the finest paper on which bank notes are printed,
and the ribs are made of cottonwood, which is very light, and the
whole cance is so light, that one can pick it up with one hand and
- carry it up on shore and turn it bottom upwards, and build a fire in
front, and spread dovm cur blankets, cover jith our buffalo robes and
éleep goundly till morning. Same as if we were at our house in a
confortable bed.

The canoc was so light, it rode the waters like an egg shell,

Iwo Indians did the rowing and the other itwo sat in front, each with




& shot gun, and killed more wild ducks than we could eat.

We traveled on an average about 6 miles an hour. We were now
sbout £ifty miles below Itaska lake, which is the head of the Mississ-
ippi River, I was greatly surprised to find the country so near the
head of the Mississippi River so level. We could scai'cely tell which
way the water was running. The water spreads out in many places
covering hundreds of acres and in some, even thousands of acres,

In such places the water is usually shallow, even sone times from
~afoot to k or 5 feet., Here are the enormous rice fields. When the
rice gets ripe, the Indians will leave home by families and camp out
for weeks, gathering wild rice. They go into where the rice grows
in canoes and bend the rice over into the canoe and thrash it off, till
the cance is full; then go to shore and take it out, put it in a hole
previously dug out, having the rice in a blanket or sheet and tramp
it out. Then they clean it by making wind with a sheet, as our fathers
did before the old wind mill was invenied. In this way, they get
- rice enough to supply their families. The balance of their living,
outside of vegetables, they get by the chase.

A great many vepgetables grow to perfection there. PFeople told me

- thaty as much as seven hundred bushels of irish potatoes had often
g-u_;t.;,l wild dieka, s Tk

‘been raised there to the acre. ‘N\M,fyp_._)

After holding a Council with the Indians at White Oak Point, we
_returned to Leech Lake the fourth morning after leaving, In mamy places
the whole face of the Mississippi is covered with large tall rank reeds,
| In such places we had to follow the way ploughed through this immense
vilderness of reeds by the steam boat. When we would enmerge from this

vllderness, out into the open expanse of water where no reeds grow, we




yould find the river covered with wild ducks. Then the Indians in the

front of the canoe would let off their guns and keep right on through

the dead and wounded ducks,




_nmiles to a high point of land on the end of the lake where we would
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and we would pick up a few of them, and when meal time came we

would go out to a favorable place on the shére, build up a fire and
cock what we wanted, and leave the mostlof them at the campfire.
When the canoe would "spring a leak", the g.ndians would strike for
the bank and bake it out and turm it up and soon stop the leaks with
cement they carried with them for the purpose.

We had an arrangement for the steam boat to meet us where it
left us, to take us baék over the Lake; for we were wawilling to
risk our lives on so large a Lake with the waves and white caps run-
ning so high. We reached where we left the boat sometime before

173
night, and concluded to proceed along the end of the lake a few

prefer to camp., I was persuaded to consent to this because Major

" Bagsett and Mr. Wright knew the country. But when we had proceeded

a little way; the waves were becoming so high and the white caps

were becoming so dangerous, it alarmed me very much. When we were

in what is called the "trough" the wave on either side, and before us
would look like mountains, and directly we would mount the wave,

then we would be looking down intc the trough.—-it lookaed like a

hellow or basin.

I became so alarmed, I made them turn to the shore and let me
off. When we came near theshore, the waves ceased, and the water

became so shallow, one of the Indians jumped out and motioned me

gt

L
t¢ get on his back, which I did, and he carried me out as quickly EEX

R
and safely as a horse could. The cance with all living humanity, left

me alone in a dark dense timber on the shore, to travel alone for

4 miles to the Promontory where we had agreed to camp and wait till

morning for the steam boat.
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I was at no time out of sight of my friends, yet I felt lonely,
if not a little afraid, I had not gone far, until I looked ahead,
along the lake, and about & mile ahead of me, 1 saw a black object |
come from the timber and go down to the lake to drink. .I believed .
it was a bear, I watched it go back into the timber. When I got
to the place T found by the tracks that it was a wild pony. We
camped on the shore and waited for the boat next morning until we
were out of patience, and could wait no longer on account of that
being the day I had appointed to hold a council with the Leecfh Lake
Indians, and we were 10 miles away.\l/{iwm o w‘k

We concluded to start in our l; fathoms cance, as the wind had

not started the waves, The lake was smocoth and calm, not a ripple on

the surface. We hoped we could hurry up the indians and be able te

reach the town, before the wind would start the waves in motion. 8o

we put cut, but in about half an hour the waves commenced running.

We were then a long way from land in any direction. We did not know 174

what t0 do. I trusted some to Bassett and Wright on account of their

superior knowledge about how to manage our frail craft, and especially

theandia.ns as they seemed to understand all the manipulations .
(owo ol fard

necessary to keep on top of the treacherous waves. % Loo' R.a)u')

Such a time as this makes thoughts run rapidly through the

mind, We were indeed in great peril. I irusted mors in this emer-

: gency to the Super-ruling Providence that watches over us from the
gradle tc the grave, than in all human power. We were all much

alarmed, I thought of my far from home,

I was at the head of the Father of Waters, several thousand miles

fron home fmy native Southland — should I never see my dear family

-lgain? Should I socn be buried in that deep lake? And no friend left



to report my entombment? These were thoughts running rapidly /G/
through my disturbed miﬁd.

But presently we saw the steam boat; plainer and plainer did it
appear, as our frail bark would run upon the crest of the wave, but
we could see that its course would take it far to our right. Ewidently
the boatman had net sighted us, and they were not expecting us to
break camp until they reached there. We tried every device to attract
their attention. Sound reaches farther on water than on hand; I had
a revolver and 1 fired several shots and the gndians shot with their guns.

At last when about opposite to us but a considerable distance off,
we were rejoiced to see the boat turn toward us. They hastily came
along side of us, and with ropes teok us and our cance on board, and
turned about, and carried us to the town in safety. The place is
enclosed, and the gate is kept locked constantly, night andday, and
holds abcut one thousand of the worst andians in the Chippewa Nation,
Dr. Barnard keeps a good hotel, and there are about a dozen families
of white people in the town, and 30 U, S, Soldiers staticned there
under the command of Col, Bush. On my return here I found, as I expected, 175
Charles A. Ruffee with about 50 of his understrikers ready for ATT%M
emergency. This in itself fofboded trouble for I had been notified W

| * Sk
by the best men I could find ever since 1 entered the naticn, that =
R OIINLY

Ruffee could control the entire band of B_ndians at this point, and
that he had inspired all the trouble with the g.ndians, and made them
dissatisfied with the new reservations, and wanted them to annul the
last treaty made with the Government,

A1l this, because he, Ruffee, had been removed from the position

of Local Agent for these %ndia.ns and Bassett put in his placs.
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I félt undecided what to doj; knowing the temper of these Indians
after being harangued by Ruffee the night before, (who as I learned
from my interpreter, Wright) had told them, when I came back Mtreat
him roughly", said he, "spit in his face, and if he don't resent that,
then ki1ll a Govermment ox, and divide him among your warriors, then
ha will call out the troops, and you can scon put 30 soldiers through,®

This talk was plain treason against the Government that I was
representing; but what could I do?

I knew there were such odds égainst us, I must do nothing rashly,
but must proceed cautiously, We had, in cemplying with the treaty
stipulations to pay this band fourteen thousand dellars in goods, and

.tﬂen thousand dollars in green backs that day, and the goods and money
were ready, and I had copies of the treaty with me. I hastily called
my friends togéther at the hotel for ceonsultation. We 21l agreed it
was best to go on with the council, in the most friendly manner pessible,
and to keep our temper, even at the expense of bearing direct insult,
for we had no other way left us., We were surrounded by an armed mob,
and we knew 1t, Ruffee and his‘SO henchmen were all armed, and they
alone outnumbered the soldiers. Then there were, on a reasonable esti-

50 1 \pm wud, o hortd
mate, 250 Indlans armed, ocut of a thousand present. &

I instructed Mr. Wright to amnounce to the Indians that we would

goe intc council immediately, The Indians respoﬁded at once by drawing
thelr warriors into a hollowed square with their Chief, the interpreter
and myself in the center,

The Chief on this occasion was a young man - a self constituted

Chief, One of the murderers of the principal Chief, "Holinday", and

it could easily have been proven that his object in assassinating



"Hole in the Day" was to become Chief himself, His ferocious appear-

ance betrayed his bad and murdsrous character. His first speech was

a terrible indictment against the Government, ccuched in the bitterest

language he could master; with many threats of vengeance, if he could  ;;

not have the things to go just as he wanted them, Among cther impudent

things he said, he gave utterance to the following, "The Government

owes us heap money, and it must be paid today, and we won't take no

paper money, We will have gold or we will have blood." While he stood

there speaking, and hls body trembling with rage, and every linement

of his savage countenance indicating that he wanted to provoke a battls,

Charles A. Ruffee was standing about 50 yars behind us, with 50 willing :};

tools, made up of white bummers, and half breeds on the border, who L

were willing to do his bidding. He sent one of these tc push his way g

into the council. When he got in, he said {o my interpreter, "Tell

that Indian to say what he pleases here today and he shan't be hurt,.®
After a while of raving, and more abuse of the Government, the

Indian allowed the interpreter to tell me what he had said. Then it

became my time to speak. I did so, first, by reading carefully the
treaty, and explaining the points at issue, in a calm and dignified way,
I made it a point to have my talk tc be in great contrast with the
Indian's speech in tome and temper but I took care not to back down an
inch in any question in the controversy. He contended a long time for
gold, but I finally reasoned him out of it by showing him.that I received 177
a galary from the Government and that I had never demanded gold and

no officer of the Government had ever demanded gold in payment; but

were always ready tc take green back. He finally agreed to receive i,

and we paid him ten thousand dollars in green backs, and fourteen

thousand dollars in goods, (3Mb A"“a’ m‘“
k. @*H%)
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I left there with the impression, from all I could learn, that
Ruffee and his crowd would get more than half of what was paid to
them before they left.

After the council was over, and every thing having been settled
ﬁlore quietly than Ruffee wanted it to, he asked me to walk cut a 1litile
way and sit down and talk awhile., I walked out with him.(? m: ,wtw

He asked me what impression had been made on my mind in regar!l
to the trouble with the Chippewas, after traveling over the Nation,
and holding counclils with the Indians at all their towns? and what
vould be the tenor of my report when I returned to Washiﬁgton‘i’ saying
that he sometimes went to Washington and had taken positions Jt;here and
he was particularly desirous of knowing if I held in my possession any
damaging testimony from Minnesota men in regard to his public acts,
“since he had been in public service,

I frankly told him that T had affidavits, which were sworn to,

“that reflected upon his reputation and tended to make him responsible
f_or the uprising about to be inaugurated throughout the Nation, I

told him I had a certificate from Mr. Mott that he (Ruffee) had offered

-Haj, Paddeck, who had been sent on this mission before me, ten thousand

: dollars to go back to Washington, and make a report that would cause
“Maj, Bassett to be turned out of the Indian Agency and he {Ruffee)

gppointed in his place, While talking so freely with ﬁui‘fee, I had

. 0 time to weigh the effect of my words, and whal they might influence

that bad man to do. D% W‘a' e %—w—-w e W?B

But, after we separated, and while walking on to the hotel whore

wy {riends were, I had time to mentally renew our conversation. I then
¢ abt once what intercst he might have in preventing me, or my report

sither, ever reaching Washington.
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I was alarmed for my safety, before I reached the hotel, and
more alarmed, when I told my friends what had happened, and saw at once
that they all, including my interpreter, Mr. Wright, believed I was in
great danger. We commenced devising means at once for my escape from
this furious band of Indians, over whom Ruffee had complete control,
We fell upon this plan; that I would send Mr. Wright round to have a
talk with the Indians at once and, incidentally, while talking about
the council that day, mention that I was going next day with the pay
party to Red Lake,

While he was engaged at that, Mr. Wilson, a trusty soldier, was
detailed to go with me to the Agency, a distance of 75 miles. We
prepared at once for the trip, which was made in my fine buggy drawn
by the same excellent span of mules Maj, Bassett and I had driven all
through the Nation. We were let pass through.the gate next morning

at 3:00 o'clock while the Indians, Ruffee and his henchmen were all

sound asleep and by the time they awolte in the morning, we were "“out

of the woods," and onto a smooth level prairie, and we made such good
- speed that we arrived at the Agency by dark.

We came to "Crow Wing", next morning, in time for me to take
the stage for St. Cloud the head of the railroad, where I remained
long enoﬁgh to interview some parties in regard to the troubles, and
controversy between the Indians and Governmental a.uthoriti.es , then I
pushed for Washington without another stop-over.

When I was fairly released from the great excitement and danger
I had passed through, and could calmly look back and see it all, I
felt thankful that I had escaped with my life, I had great reason

to believe that my life was in danger.




I had to endure physical, as well as mental, suffering. I had

been so exposed to the most sudden change in the weather on my trip

©  from White Earth to the Agency the week before that I had ever

witnessed, and it had effected me so as to disable me from speaking
above a whisper, for a whole week, and during that time I had to

travel 300 miles, and hold two councils with the Indians.

Before leaving off my account of my administration of Indian
~8ffairs in Minnesota--by way of giving some of my views of the character,
habits, etc., of Indiahs generally, I will here quote from my notebook,
- carried in my pocket during my long trip.
MChippewa Nation, Mississippi Agency, September 15th, 1868.t
i find a growing discontent, and ill feeling between the Indians
- ¥ho have been moved to White Earth Reservation, and those who refuse
to leave their old homes at Gull Lake and Mill Lake., This dissatis-
faction, I think, Ibecame more pronounced and caused more trouble, unless
the Government interferes and compels the Mill Lack Indians to remove
“to their new resexrvations, according to the stipulations of the Treaty.
This enmity may ripen into hostilities, if some interference is
‘mot resorted to by the Government.
This same sort of difficulty cccurred in the treaty and removal
.0f the Cherokees in Georgia and Temnessee, running through the years
rom about 1831 to 1636. Though very young at that time I was an eye
ﬂﬁness to much of the trouble in those trylng times. I attended
their councils for years and finally in 1838, I made part of the U. S,
ﬁy, charged with the duty of enforcing the stipulations of the treaty,
by gathering up the wandering bands, and having them teken to the Indian

Térritory where they now reside, Some of the Cherokees were satisfied
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with the sale of thelr lands, I think about half of them - these were

generally the most intelligent ones, But the masses of them were
whLl alliwnded.

bitterly opposed to leaving their old homes.‘gijjxmuéfﬂﬂ % checsfesy

These factions became so embittered against each oth#r that it 180
finally culminated in the agsassination of several of the more intel-
lectual Indians, among them that good man, Jack Walker, whose death
I deplored very much, although I was then so young. I had become very
much attached to Walker and his clever wife. These murderers were
full bleoded Indians, ignorant and cruel, From my knowledge of the
Indian character, based upon a residence of & years among the Cherokees
and Creeks, both Indians (Nations) more advanced in civilization than
these Chippewas, I am led to believe cur Government committed an error
in removing the Chippewas from arcund the present Agency--for the follow-
ing reasons, in part.

First, the main body of these Indlans never will become an agri-
cultural pecple. A very few may, but the great majority will ever live
by the chase. It is their nature, and I think it will be impossible
to induce them to give it up.

The country around Gull Lake and Mill Lack, where a portion of

them still linger, is but 1little adapted to agricultural products, but

-1t is an excellent game country, abounding in bear, deer and the smaller

kinds of game, while the Lakes are filled with fine fish. Their new

reservation at White Earth Lake is eminently an agricultural region.

- There cannot be found in the whole state 36 square miles of better lands

with better adaptation for raising all the crops suited te this climate.

And here there is less game of all kinds than on the o¢ld hunting grounds.
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Secondly, there are many reasons for believing that within a
few years, the progressive, adventurous white man will make encroach-
ments upon this Indian border, (as they have done) and seeing their
fine lands with so many advantages, they will not lack for arguments
6 the authorities that it would be best, both for the Indians and
whites, that they be pushed still farther West, as they are nct meking
use of their fine lands."

181

In closing the details of my travels on this dangerous mission,
which included about 825 miles in the wilds of the Nation, after crossing
the Mississippi River, I must try to give a brief description of some
extraocrdinary curlop51t1es seen at Leech Lake and on the Mississippi

| | e teat Roer waﬁﬁ_a}&%m@
River at Pocagemie Falls.

After starting to cross the great Leech Lake in the steam boat,
heretefors mentioned, the first thing which arrested my attention was
a great rock wall, lining the shore to our left. The wall looked to
be about 10 feet above the waters, and how far under the water we
could not tell, The wall stood perpendicular, one rock upon another,
like it had been built by hand, and fine workmanship. The rocks were
of a very dark color, smooth surfaced and square shaped, like hewn
timber, but of different sizes and lengths.

I asked Mr, Wright, who had lived in that country over 20 years,
what this meant? He said, "that is the question propounded by all
travelers over ﬁhis lake,"® He then gave me his theory to account for
this mysterious wall, In about these words. "Leech Lake is 10 miles

long and 5 miles wide. It holds in its bed a vast number of smooth

rocks of different sizes and lengths, like you see in the wall. In

the winter the ice is from 4 to 5 feet thick, When it breaks up in
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the Spring into large boulders, and the wind lashes the lake into
great fury, the waves tendlng from the center to the shore, and these
huge boulders turn up on their edges, dipping down t¢ the bottom and
getting behind these rocks, and the great force of the wave carries

" it to the shore and when the wave recedes it leaves the rock, or rocks,
and subsequent waves bring their rocks and force them up ¢n one another,
like battering rams, wntil the wall is formed just as you see it."

By the force of the waves, from the center to the circumference 182
of lakes, makes the elevation round lakes resembling so much the earth
works thrown up by scoldiers making breast works in the time of war,

A beautiful illustration of this is seen above Pocagamle Falls, on

the Mississippi River. As we traveled down the river for lSO_miles,
the couwntry was so flat and level, in traveling con the bosom of the
river, one can scarcely tell which way the water is moving. At Poca-
gamdie Falls the whole waters of the Mississippi passed through a narrow
chasm only 80 feet wide. I% is believed with much reason, that “Once
upon a Lime! a huék'rock held a sheet of water éovering a space 150

miles long and 50 miles wide, above these falls, for there is an eleva-

tion several feet high all round this space, just like earth works _{;
throvn up in time of war.

It is believed that this immense rock held the water, bottled up
as it were, making it some 30 feet higher at the falls than it is now,
the water gradually falling over the 80 feet of rock, until in the
course of time this massive rock gave way, allowing the vast amount

 of water to flood the Mississippi Valley.

This great expanse of water receded from this periphery, as marked

out by the elevation, and ever since that the waters of the upper

Mississippi have been confined to, comparatively, a narrow channel.
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In the latter part of the Summer and early Fall, the river gets low,
and greatly interferes with steam boat navigation, Boats fail to reach
points as high up as weuld make it profitable in carrylng on the expen.

\bgu-d"f“
sive commerce of the great Mississippi Valley.”hfui T, ewd T

This is a great drawback to the prosberity of &ne of the mos£]t:£&3uiﬂd'
productive countries on the continent, Many millions of dollars have
been appropriated by the Congress of the United States besides all that
individual effort could do, teo prevent the annual floods from washing
away and utterly destroying cne of the richest valli;éjln the world, 12
But in spite of all efforts to stay the tide, the devastation
still goes on from year to year. '
I had traveled scme on steam boats, where navigation had been very
mich improved by locks and dams, as is done ¢n the Kentucky HRiver
between Frankfort and the mouth of that river, and while considering
the situatlon at Pocagamie Falls, I thought, if Congress could be induced
to send competent engineers to Pocagamie Falls and tﬁ%gﬁghly investigate
the matter, and if they made a favorable report, then appropriate a
sufficient, sum of money tc¢ build a monster dam sc as to cause it to
rise and spread ocut and cover the many thousands of acres originally

covered by the waters before the primitive dam gave way, This dam

should be constructed upen such a scale that it could not give way and

so arranged that the water could be held or let out at will, so as to
make the flow much more uniform and thus preventing such floods, at
certain seasons and always have a reserve to let out at very dry
seasons to improve navigation.

When I returned to Washington, I called on L members of Congress
with whom I was acquainted, and submitted my plan to them. They all

approved of it and said it looked feasible, but I have never heard from

. them since.




I am now done with my shert, hurried and imperfect detail of my
mission to Chippewa Indians. But I can't bid them a final adieu until
I compare their language with that of the Cherckees, and Creeks with
which I was much more familiar.

The Chippewés (or 0Ojibwas) are much more Savage than other of the
other {tribes, but notwithstanding this fact their language is more
grammatical in its construction than either of the others, and according
to Mr. Wright, my interpreter, who has resided among them as a school
. teacher for more than 20 years, the language of the Chippewas is superior
in its grammatical construction than ocur own. Mr. Wright understands
their language perfectly., In illustrating this subject, Mr. Wright gave

me the following sentence to parse: ®John told Jim his father was dead."

Now, said Mr. Wright, "Whose father is meant in this sentence? John's
father or Jim's father? You don't know whose father is meant." Then
he gave me the same sentence in Chippewa and_thé interpretaticn, and it

was easy to tell whose father was meant,

I returned to Washington from my long and very dangerous trip on

the 20th of October 1868 and égﬁft i days in making out my report to
“ f n h: l]:' —t ‘c&-—‘_’f”

ety pdepn ' :
Up to this time, I did not know the amount I would be paid for ;Lis

the Department of the Interior.

service and risK of life - nothing had been said asbout it. On handing

vty by

in my report, I was paid one thousand and fifty seven doliars for the
: w&L‘f
two months service, : - P o
I then resumed my position as Special Agent in the Post Office
Department as before, and came by Elizabethton to visit my family who

were anxiously looking for me.

184
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After resting a few days at home and leaving the presents given
me by the Indian Chiefs, I héstened to my headquarters at Raleigh,
knowing that much correspondence touching my official business had
accumilated there,

During the month of November and all the Winter months, as well
as Spring, I was compelled to travel, and of necessity to expose myself
more than ;t any time since I had been in office, on account of my
absence for the two months I had spent in Indian Service, Quite a number
of depredation cases had come in and many were urging that parties should 185
be arrested when 1 could locate them, and had to travel a good deal in
the night, and much of it off of railroads in stages, buggies, etc.

In my work as Special Agent of the P.,0.D.,, I wags not limited by
i gtate 1lines, but my district was North and South Carclina and I had
* much travel in both states in this EMeTZENCY o

I had been exposed in that cold, rigerous climate in Minnesota,
especially from the Tth of October when the weather changed so suddenly,
wntil I left there on the 16th. The effects of this exposure mainly fell
wpon my throat which finally ulcerated, causing me much pain and suffering.

I would be compelled to stop several times and lay up until it
would improve a little so I could resume my work again, I had to remain
a week at Fayetteville with my good friend George Lander, where I was
waited on as carefully as if at home., A% last I had tc stop all work
and call in Mr. McKee. I was then boarding with Maj. Foot, at Raleigh.

Here 1 suffered more than I can tell, for weeks., I then saw 1 was

compelled to gquit my business and go home, I bid Raleigh a final adieu

on lst of May 1869 and came by way of Weldon, Petersburg, Iynchburg and
Bristol, at great risk of my life and sent up my resignation to take

effect on 19th May, 1869,




The Department did not send me notice of its acceptance for about / :735
a month,

I had a very hard time with my throat. In fact it never has gotten
well. I am now {September 21, 1893) suffering with it.

I did not recover so I could leave my room for months. Wnen I did
recover 1 was somewhat undecided what business to engage in, I did not 186
feel like resuming the practice of my profession. I had done an immense
practice for many years and I exposed myself a great deal and found by
a reference to my hooks, that a majority of my patrons were either
unable or unwilling to pay me. This fact did not encourage me to make
more bills to be left on my books unpaid - to keep company with ten

thousand dollars already on the books for which I am satisfied I never

will collect a dollar, : (&Mmmm

One of My Mistakes in Business ﬁnumbm¢44

When I was forced to resign my office of Special Agent, P.0.D. on
account of my extreme bhad health, and had so far recovered that I could
post up my books, I found after paying my current expenses and replen-
ishing the waste and destruction of household goods by reason of the
war, 1 had about four thousand dollars. How to invest this money so as
to make something, was the question. After consulting several persons,

] finally decided to go into the tanning, shoe and boot manufacturing
business, I did not stop to consider that I knew nothing about conducting
that particular branch of business, neither did I take time to think what
the great demoralizaticon, in labor brought about by the war we had just
passed through, and especially the change that necessarily had taken place
in the tanning business by the armies having destroyed all the cattle in

the South, which would make hides high priced and hard to secure,




A1l these things and many more equally as unpleasant had to be a/ ;'9L

learned after I embarked in the business. Then it was too late to
profit by it.

About midsummer in 1869 I commenced constructing my buildings
and sinking my vats on my own premises at Elizabethton.

I went to great pains and expense in constructing buildings and
sinking vats, etc. The boot and shoe shop was a large 2 story building.
Tho lower story was used for finishing rooms and upper story for shoe
and boot shop. The bark house was very large. I had 24 vats besides
the peool and bates, etc. I had plenty of water conveyed from the Doe
River, but rain water, being softer water, and, therefore, superior for
tanning to either limestone or freestone, 1 had two large tanks constructed
capable of holding two thousand gallons of water each, and had all the
buildings spouted with tin so as to catch all the water falling ontc the
saveral buildings and convey it into these tanks. Then from the tanks,
the rain water was conveyed into every vat,

About the time I was fairly ready to commence tanning, my son, who
had just returned from Raleigh, wanted to go to Texas to get into busi-
ness, and I had found hides hard to get here. 1, therefore, furnished
him money to buy hides, both in Arkansas and Texas. .He bought some in
Arkansas as he went on, then purchased a good many in Texas during the
years he remained there,

My books will show that dry trimmed hides on an average, cost me
20¢ per pound during the 7 years I was in the business and I could buy
thousands of dry hides here now, both in Tennessee and Western North
Carolina, at 5¢ per pound, L times as cheap as I had to pay, and all kinds
of leather is selling nearly as high as when I unfortunately was in the

bisiness.
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Then I had to pay my shoes and boot makers big war prices for work.,

I paid from $2.50 to $3.00 for making fine boots, I furnishing all

material and other wofk in proportion.
When I review the iaaét and press of work during that 7 years, I . |

can't see how I ascaped being entirely broken up., Of Course it injured

me financially and nothing save me from complete wreck but my indomitable

perseverance, industry and economy - alded in 2 wonderful degree by my

"better half", If I had taken her advice, and wound up the business

mach sooner, I would have saved a great deal of money and a considerable

amount of worry.

But as the say’gogfg "I was heels over head in business." and could

.not see how I could let go, An iron may be so hot one can't let go of it.

To add to my discomfiture, just at this time Thomas S. Folsom returned

. from California and proposed to go into partnership with me. I .agreed to
take him in as an equal partner, on his paying into the concern, at once,
$1500,00 ‘and $500.00 for rent of yard and one half of what it cost me to
board hands. He paid in §1300.00 onmly, and failed to pay the rent and
also board of hands, all of which fell on me.

In place of meeting his obligations promptly according to his written
contract, he soon commenced drawing out upon orders from time to time,
until he had drawn nearly every dellar out he had put in, and I was com-
pelled to call on him for a settlement, I had superintended the business
in person from the beginning, and, if I got him to attend to business for '
me for a few days when I had to be absent, he was credited for his .time at

the same rate I was pgetting.

I told him that unless he paid in what money he promised to, we
‘would have to dissolve our partnership and because his $1300,00 only,

paid into as big a business and involving as much money paid out as he




I had expended, did not mske him a fortune, it made him my enemy for
life. The partnership contimued l; years. I continued the business
alone for 3 yoars mors.
189
At this writing (Elk Park, N. C., Sept. 22nd, 1893) there is a
shoe shop within 200 y#AbRSof where my old one stood at Elizabethton,
making 300 pairs of shoes a day. The proprietors, Messrs. Jordan and
Graham, are making money where I lost money because they manufacture ,
R woll
by machinery and I made my shoes and boots by hand. *;V*J4*)br 7
{f-earq.)
It would be both unpleasant and unprofitable to recite the many
trials and hardships I had to undergo in carrying on my ever pressing
business, on account of labor being so demoralized by reason of the war,

No one who did not have personal knowledge of the unreliability of

labor at the close of the war can have any conception of it. I paid my

hands, both.in the tan yard as well as in the shoe and boot’ shop, promptly

and mostly in cash, especially at the commencement of the business. I
paid hands in the shop by the piece and in the yard by the day; and no
Saturday night found me owing them any wages, but often they were my
debtors,

First and last, during the 7 years I was compelled to change hands
often and I had quite a number of hands, both black and white, and it was
rare that I had a hand that did not damage me in some way - especially the
last few years while I trusted others to boss the concern while I was away
building "The Reems Creek Woolen ¥ills", at Weaverville, North Carolina,

T must relate one sore trial out of many I might mention, then I
¥ill dismiss this unpleasant recital,

While Isaac Click was my head workman in the tanyard, and a better
workman and more industrious man I never had in the yard, since I could

trust him to take the oversight of all the work when he could be kept
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there, but his home was in an adjoining county and he would absent him-
self from his work, when there was no necessity for it. He worked for
me a little over a year - say 1l months - and in that time he lost

93 days (working). He never could leave w1thout. injuring the business

.

and he knew it and he cared nothing for it. M—cr%r tﬁ&, u.)mq..)ob‘

When he finally concluded to leave for good, he selected a time
when he knew 1 had no one to take his place, and also had reasons to
believe, and did believe, that it would be utterly impossible for me
to hunt up a hand te do all the work that he knew must be done at once,
or lose a large lot of hides.

Mr. Click came up and ate hisg breakfast as usual, leaving his hat
and coat at the yard. I went down shortly after toc see how ha was

getiing on working the hides out ¢f the balt, which I was so unsasy
about, I saw Mr. C. was not there and his hat and coat were gone,
and I knew that was the last of Mr. Click.

No one could be procured at Elizabethton to save the hides., What
should T do? I went to Johnson City and boarded the train and went
ag far as Grleeneville , stopping at every place where there was the lease
chance tc get a hand and failed everywhere.  On my return I went on
to Bristol, Failing there, I came home and went horse back to ses
Mr, Russell Cordell in the upper end of Crab Orchard, near the North
Carolina line, falling here as Mr. Cordell had hides in the same
-condition,

I got home Jjust at night, put my tired horse in the stable, ate
my supper, procured lamps and went to the tan yard and pulled off my

~eoat, rolled up my sleeves and went to work, and worked and sweated

ti11 nearly daylight, but I had the satisfaction of knowing that my

energy had saved my hides.




(Note: about this time I?:ave Chancler the Darkie good advice) 91
During all the 7 years that I was devoting my time mostly to other

things, outside of my profession. §Still I could not wholely give it

up, when pressed by o0ld friends in whose families I had practiced for

many years. 1 would yield to their importunilties and do some practice

and in chronic cases and more especially in surgical caseé?%:fiiz%ilﬂbvgmu«

: mals - 1878)

In 1875 I left my farm in the hands of my wife. She attended to

that department and managed the farm betier than I could, and I went

to Weaverville, N, C. and built a woolen mill on Reems Creek, called

the "Reems Creek Woolen Mills,"
I had lost hope in making my tamnery and shoe amd boot shop a

‘paying institution. I was wanting to wind it up. So I left John A,

Riddle in charge, while I was building and running the Reems Creek

factory.

The Reems Creck Woolen Mills were owned and operated by a

joint stock company. The stock was owned by A. Jobe, E. D. Jobe,
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and Ko F. Snyder. We made a success of building up a good and popular
custom, woolen factory., After I completed the buildings and placed
machinery in it, and got every thing in regular order and all started,
I caavassed several counties, with samples of our goods, so as to
induce the people teo increase the number and guantity of their sheep.

In this way, I built up a consilderable business., I run the fac-
tory after its completion two years, then I had to give it up on
eccount of my very bad health and my son, E. D, Jobe, cne of the
owners, toock my place as manager temporarily, as I had also done., As
our business and our citizenship were in Tennessee, we both sold out
pretty soon to parties living at Weaverwille and, in that neighborhood,
and they have been rumning it successfully ever since. This woolen
mill is elllgible located and surrounded by counties whose inhabitants
are generally well to do people. It is located only 7 miles east

of Asheville, the largest and most prosperous and wealthy towns in

haatlhs 4
western North Garolina.(W TR e

I was compelled to resign my position as Superintendant cf the

N
fot.Reems Creek woolen mills on account of my exbtreme bad health. I kept

my office in one end of the factory and slept there, and when I was
tm@n sick and ny case became so bad, I called in 3 docters, buf they
did not realize how bad I really was until the noise of the looms and
other machinery had so destroyed my hearing, that I have never recovered
from it to this day, although I have it treated repeatedly., I am now
very hard of hearing. This is a greater misfortune than any one can
conceive of, who never had defective hearing. It puts me to great dis-
advantage among strangers, who do not lmow I am hard of hearing. When

: Iquit the tanning business, I had quite an amount of debts against
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people for transactions covering so many years., A large amount of

these were judgments, notes and acts agains{ insolvent parties, yet

many of them could have been collected by proper perserverance and

panagement, But I could never find time to stop every thing and ride

round and see how many of these debts I could collect.

I never was a good collector. OSome men could have collected the

large bulk of these debts, but I had indulged them too long. The

clder a debt becomes, the less the debtor feels like paying it as a

rale. Even most men, who are good for their debts, are in a measure

504

I ought to have known better for I had the benefit of an early

and sad experience of selling goods in Georgia on a credit, I was

too candid, and confess that I lacked something in my makeup of being

a business mane. 1 could not say no often enough to men asking for P

oredit. I know now that the hundreds, who know they owe my just debts,

amounting in the aggregate to over ten thousand dollars, are not as

good friends to me as they would be if I had denied them credit. That

'disposition followed me through nearly half a century, in the prac- 193

- tice of medicine., I could not refuse to go to see the sick,.though

I knew I would never be paid for it.

Oh | How often I have gone when 1 was as bad off as the patient

I went to seeo.

The several books which I have used to keep accounts in don't show

" the amount of practice I've done--for where I did charity practice,

I made no account of it.

I continued to farm and do a little practice, especially in surgery,

wtil the East Termn, and Western North C. railroad was finished to Cranberry.




I moved my family to Elk Park on the first train coming through.
This was on 13th of June, 188l. We moved into a railroad shantie on
Esq. E1lis' land, near Ellis! residence. Shortly after that, I bought
6 acres of Esq. Ellis above the railroad cut. It then being a part
of the old brier field and running to the top of the ridge and back
to the railrond.

The same is now known as the Nat Taylor property. On this pro-
perty, there is a fine mineral spring, I at once commenced bulilding
on Iy p]:-cnper’osr aild immediately bought 3 more lots for my 3 married

daughters, where the hotel is, I bought for Emma Miller; Where the

| Watvaga Houseis, I bought for Mollie Hunter; and where the L. M. Banner

residence is, I bought for Hattie Taylor; and so we began to turn the
brier field into a town site.

We soon wanted a Post Office here and I, having been special
sgent at the Post Office Dept. for several years; those interested

!
in the establishment of the Office requested me %o correspoﬁ ! with

the Dept. at Washington. 1T soon found many obs‘t;fc':les thrown in my
'rra}r. I was satisfied that Cranberry did notl want_ a business place %o
grow up there and compete with Cranberry in the sale of goods, etc.,
but I kept hammering away until I got the office. I had L. M. Bamner
-gppointed the first Post Master. Since then we have had as P. Masters;
¥m, C. Walsh, Henry G. Norman and now John F, Davis, The office had
been established about 10 years and has been a money order office

about L years. The office has always been well managed and is a great
help to the people, \L e W Bmndore M)
Elk Park, notwithstanding its humb_lé beginnings, has become a

- place of considerable lmportance., Many millions of feet of lumber
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have been shipped from here, It is the greatest lumber depot on the
E..Ts and W, N. C, railroad; besides the great amount of lumber of all
kinds, the shipments of ivy roots, tam bark, etc., ete., has been
imense. Llk Park is also becoming a great summer resort and with a
little capital invested, could be made one of the most popular watering
places in the south. The mineral water on the Taylor place here is
unsurpassed., The chemist, who analyzed the water says the combina-
tion is the best he has ever seen.

Parties who have spent the summers here for several years are
much pleased with the water, and invalids who have used the water -
after it was shipped to them was much benefited by it.

After running my steam saw mill here for T years, I found I had
injured wy health and my pocket to such an extent, I sold my saw mill
to Nat G. McFarland and sold my property at Elk Park to Nat W. Taylor
end moved back to Elizabethton.

One more reference to the hateful lumber busineass, then I want
to forget it.

When I first thought of going into the lumber business, I very
naturally looked at the quotatlons of prices in the various markets.
1 relied on these quotations-supposing the approximated truth but I
was wonderfully deceived.

These quotations are published and controlled by lumber buyers
and comnission merchants in the c¢ities, and they quote lumber at

fictitious prices to induce large shipments. When the lumber is 195

shipped, it is too late to repair the damage to the shipper, This lum-

ber is on the yard and it must be sold for Fust what it will bring.

I soon found, to my sorrow, that there was no confidence to be




put in Commission Men, as a rule. When they receive your lumber or
any thing else you may send them, they then have every thing in their
anwwm )

- hands.(mm&—ﬁ' Confidrnets o Yoned

In prosecuting the various kinds of business, in which I have
been engaged during my somewhat active life, I have had--what 1 would
call a pretty fair experience with Commission Men.

Running through several years, I shipped the following products
to different cities, My first experience was in shipping wheat to
Richmond, Va. It was a few years beforethe war. I was selling my

vheat at a dollar a bushel at my barn at Elizabethton, which was

satsfactory 10 me, but my brother in law, who was then selling goods

at Nolinsons Depot‘?/j\gersuaded me to haul it to Richmond and get $1.60
for it, I wailted a good while before I received my meney, and coun-
ting out Commission, freight, storage, etc., etc., I got 43 cents a
bushel for it, for my share.

Then 1 shipped staves from my timber land 3 miles from Elizabethton;
I shipped these staves to Norfolk, Va. White cak staves were worth
a big price, 'and all others were called Red Oak and were much lower.
¥ine were of fine White Cak and would have yielded me $75.00 clear
profit cn the car load, had I got justice but when my returns come,
my staves were nearly all counted as Red Oak, and counting up cost of
naling the staves and hauling 6 miles to Depot, and a fair price for
my white cak trees, it failed to pay out by $50.00 a car-load.

Then, since the war, I shipped a large amount of leather in the
rough to Baltimore and other cities., 4and for 5 years of unceasing
toil, I shipped lumber of various kinds and I think I can safely say
that in all my dealings, for many years, I never siruck but one Comm-

lssion Man, who did the square things with me, and I want to make
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honarable mention of him here, and inscribe his name here, so it may
be cherished by my friends, who may chance to rgjf these pages 80
hasﬂily yritten under the greatest difficulties, Q by
His honorable name is: ROBERT C. LOWRY of New York.
A great deal of money has been made by buying and selling lumbey
"but I think very little ever has been made by manufacturing lumber.
It is the man who carries the measuring stick, and hollows, cull, cull,
cull, who makes the ﬁoney. When I look back on ny life at the Park,
It seems like & dream, How sad it is to review ones l1life, even from
a wo%&ly standpoint, and see how we have made mistakes and lost golden
oppor%unities. If we had gone into the goods business with the same
capital we invested in the lumber business, we could have made money
and made it without half the labor and vexation that attended our
lunmber trade.
M though it was my purpose not to let my profession interfere
~ with my duties in pressing my lumber business, yet L was coaxed,
urged and pressed into a considerable number of cases and every i{ime
I left my business and visited the sick, It was ah injury to my busi-
ness and in mest instances, did not pay me one dollar, It just seemed
it was impossible to deny them, when they came with such plaintive tales.
I have on my books about $500.00 for practice done in those
5 years, and in all of it, I will be surprised if I receive even $20.
Note: TFrom page 103-
This boy, or yeoman, about 15 years of age was totally destitute.
He had nothing, no place to stay. His mother was a handsome woman,
but unchaste, had no character. She lived with her 2 daughters in a

hut to themselves. Next morning I found that Albert was sober-~the




first time I had ever seen him sober. 1 found him a very sensible
boys 1 needed just such a boy to werk my garden, gd to mill, etc., etca
He wanted to leave, "No'', 1 told him, he must stay with me that day,

if nc lenger—-— See page 206 #%MWM

lany of us have, for years, believed that sconer or later a

cand
- manmefacturing city would be built up in the Watauga Valley, and we

have been working to that point. About 1889 and 1830 Col. Ben E. Talbott
came here and took a good many options around Flizabethton. He paid
out some money for these options. They run from 60 to 90 days gener-
ally-~some over that, But he let all of them run out and then renewed
them or most or them, and then let them run out again-owing-he said-

~ to the stringency in the money market. He expected to get capitalists
to join him in building up a large enterprise here,

He took an option on my back lands beyond the railroad at $200
an acre and gave $50 for the option. He tock an option on Ruthie and
Sallies 12 acres—{the old homestead) at fifteen hundred dollers an
acre, making $18,000, He worked hard and spent a great deal of money
trying to float the thing. But he was unable to obtain the money
1o move such a vast enterprise,

Those who optiocned their land to him(bore) waited with him pa-
tiently for a long time, hoping he would succeed, for they saw he was
a very liberal man and giving very high prices for their lands,

They gave him cheerfully all the moral support they could and
ome of them endorsed for him in bank fdr large sums. He came often
.10 see about his interests, but failed so often tc bring any thing
-with him except promises that, finally one after another was compelled

give up all hope of his ever being able to do any thing to relieve




them, Q, Q‘LJ_QOWMFTGW Cu,

In the mean time, say-about Oct. 1891, the Co-Uperative Town Co.
commenced taking optdons or deeds placed in Escrow. When they had
secured 5,268 acres, they located the town here. This produced great
excitement throughout the couniry. There has been great conflict
going on between the Co., and Talbott about certain lands; some of it
has passed through the courts. Nearly all has been decided against
Talbott, He has suits in the courts at Elizabethton yet, His failure
to find capital to carry out his plans at Elizabethton must have cost
him many thousands of dollars and I can see no possible way for him
to ever recover a dollar of it., He had an opportunity several times
to have made a good thing of it, but he wanted too much of it to conme
to B, E, Talbott,

Even after the Co-Operative Town Co. got a hold there, I _lg_n_o___w he
could have furned over his interests he held in certain lands to the
Cosy by way of a compromise, and it would have brought him out with
something over a hundred thousand dollars profits, countlng every
thing by his own estimates.

I know this, because, while the great excitement was up with the
people, and some reckless ones were threatening to mob him, he was
~ persistenily standing in the way of accomplishing so great a thing
for the whole valley, many of the more indiscreet citlzens became
. wild and so unreasonable, that it seemed that Talbott's life was in
~danger. He had rented and was then living in my house{the Gov, Taylor

property). Bvery effort had been made to get a compromise. For days

F
and weeks, nothing was talked about{axcept this overshadowing trouble

and every body was interested. Even women and children were excited
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and many talked of blood shed. Talbolit and his friends kept pretty //§V:7
closely housed. H. T. Cook, then manager of the Town Co, and Col,
Talbott were not on speaking terms and the condition of the contro-

versy was such as to absolutely require an interview in person or by

ProXy s

In this emergency Mr. Cock requested me to go at once to Talbott

with a message embodding a proposition, and it was by reason of that

proposition that I Jmow, that Talbott could have emerged from the

tyrangle" with one hundred thousand.

The Town Co. located the town and surveyed their lands and paid

l,'€r
10 per cent on all the ﬁbuchases and have taken possession of them.

They mapped out their lands and are now 5189") occupying my old

homestead as their office. This land, 1l acres, as they call it in

the deed, measured out nearly 12 acres. They bought this from Ruth

and Sallie for $9,000.00.

Col, Talbott had bought the John Tipton land at public sale, 199

giving thirty five thousand dollars for it, paying over eight thousand

down and giving Dr. Hunter and several others of our citizens, as

security for the balance.

There was much uneasiness felt in regard te the unsetiled condl-—

tion of things while the troubles between Talbott and the Town Co,

continued. And there was hard work through mamy weary days and nights

to effect a compromise.

It finally culminated by the land being sold on the 25th and 26th

of January by order of the Chancery Court. It brought $39,500,00,

this being principal, interest and cost and the sale was confirmed.

Hattie G, Taylor owns about 5 acres, between my Taylor property




and the companys land conveyed to Co. by Ruthie and Sallie Jobe.
Hatfie offered this land to Cook at about the same he paid for the
other land as well located bﬁt he refused the offer, and she did not
care,
She layed off a broad street from the bridge to the railroad and
called it Hattie Avenue., This suited the plan of the town and every-
thing, so far as Hattie's land is concerned, goes on harmoniously with
the town, She has sold some lots to Judge Dunpgan and he has erected
some fine buildings on them, which is a great improvement to that
part of towvm.

Hattie also gave a street across her lot at a point, where the

Co. wanted, to run Sycamore Street.
Not long after the Co, located the Town Site at Elizabethton,

they made a big preparation for a grand jubilee. The day was set for-

and was extremsly advertized and very elabor-

ate preparations were made in every conceivable way to entertain a

big crowd., Every thing was done that could be done, by being liberal
" with money and labor,
They had a fine band of music from Knoxville and every kind of

amisements that would lend interest to the occasion. They had fire-

works at night and firing of cannon. Many distinguished names were 200

bocked for speeches. Among those who did speak were, Senator Harris,

Hons Hansborough.
They all made fine speeches and were jmuch applauded and great
. enthusiam animated the immense crowd of citizens and strangersy from
] ell parts of the country, celebrating the first Annual Meeting of the

stockholders of the Co-Operative Co.,



The speaking took paice at my old homestead., The large yard
reaching clear to Doe River, was densely packed with ladies and gentle-
men, and the house was crammed full, up stairs and down, then those
who could not get room to hear the speeches, reached a long distance,
both above and below the dwelling. The speakers stood upon a platform
in front of the verandae\l/ el o-b' m aj‘\taw -_fm'

On the second day of this great meeting, the stockholders repaired
to the Courl House, to transact the business of the Co., to elect
officers, etc. and to hear reports from President Porter and others.

After this routine business had been harmoniously consumated, the

sale of the lots commenced and quite a number were sold, and they all

sold at astonishing high prices. Some choice lots in the principal
strects and popular avenues, 25 x 115, sold for from $800 to $1200.
I knew these prices were entirely toc high, and ‘that such prices could
not be maintained,.

And the sequel proved it. Lots every where have been declining,
until it is impossible to sell a town lot at any price, since this—~
the severest money panic the country has had to bear since the foun-

Vot e ey el

On the Lth of July, following, we had another rousing good time

dation of the govermment.

and most excellent speaking by Robt. P. Porter and Henry Watterson,

It was not intended to have any political significance, as one was a
Republican and the other a Democrat. A majority of the crowd were
"Republicans, but Watterson was the orator of the day by common consent.

His speech was a crowning effort and he was cheered to the echo
by the vast crowd, irrespective of Party. His subject was "The Power

- of Money." He made no allusion to politics except on one sentence,

/&




which was couched pretty nearly in these words. 'y countrywen, when / (/ &
you examine the position of the two great parties .of this Nation, you

will find very little difference really between them. The great

tussel between them is narrowed dovm to this-who shall hold the offices?

But let me tell you my fellow citizens, the hope of the Nation depends

upon how you manage and setile the meral questicns of the day.”

This great and good sentiment was vociferously cheered by'the
entire crowd, both man and women, by clapping of hands and rising to
their feet and many exclaiming "good, good,"

I was within 10 feet of thé speaker and could nct help feeling,

83 he so eloquently ended the sentence, that if he had permitted me

1o dictate the words of that sentence, 1 would not have altered it.

It so fully expressed in the fullest semse my sentiments, but I thought
ab once in reference to the loud acclaim from the people in its favar:
_how soon will the acts of a majority of you show your inconsistency?

I thought, how will the majority of these voters act when they

. ¢ome to the management and settlement of these moral questions of

which the speaker talked so fluently? And then continued thinking-

- bow will even the speaker himself demean himself at the polls, where

the citizen has the most power tc strike a telling blow for the free- 202
dom of his countrymen or to bind them in chains. I could not help

psking myself how will our eloquent friend act in the management of

these moral questions of the day?

M{i1l he have the manhood and independence to vote as he talks?

Or will he vote his party ticket, which is always pledged to aid the

{mmoral side of all moral issues."

It is the vote that counts. It is not the sentiment sc much as

the vote,
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At this celebration they had many kinds of amusement, I can't rém-
ember them alls One, however, I can't well forget from the fact that
a sad accident attended it. This was by the use of dynamite., Mir, Wolf,
one of the Co. employees, gol his right hand torn by an explosion so
that I had to amputate the arm just above tl?e wrist. He has entirely
recovered and is still with the Co. and has married since,
Notwithstanding the hard times, a considerable amount of improve-
merit has been made to start up a nenufacturing town. We have a shoe
factory, furniture factory, rope and twine factory, plaining mills,
woolen mills, saw mills, flouring mills, brick planis, etc., etc,
The company has em‘cﬁlmemember of tenement houses for
hands and several handsome residences have been put up by individual
citizens. Mr. GCook put up 10 fine houses for residences and business
houses, These houses were known as the Cook Block. They were situated
on Blk Avenue in the most central and most popular paris of the town.
These houses had only been completed a short time and about half of
them were occupied, when on Thursday morning at 3 o'clock, July 13th,
1893, a fire alarm was given and it was found one of these houses
{which were all joined together) was on fire, and when the people
assembled to help extinguish the flames, they found no way te fight
the fire. HNot even buckets on hand. 203
They saved nearly all the furniture, ete., belonging to the
parties occupying the houses, except quite an amount of drugs be-

longing to J« Ds Reynolds, who occupied one of the houses, bul he saved

- most of his drugs. It was with much hard work that the News Office

i oceupied by Mr. Underwood, was saved. Only a few months before this,

" the company's office (once my home) was destroyed by fire. These



buildings were all standing on the preoperty once owned by me. There
were also two other houses burned with my homestead. The whole amount
of the property destroyed by fire was worth about 25 or 30 thousand
dollars in cash. It was partly covered by insurance. It is gener-
ally believed that both those fires were caused by smoking cigars
in the buildings after night.

I happened to be at Elizabethion when both fires occcurred and

saw them burn, and I am satisfied that cigars caused the great con-

flagration Loth times. And yet, I do not believe it will stop the

sale of one clgar at Elizabethion or elsewhere,

I now write at Elk Park, N. C., October lth, 1893,

In my judgement the offices of the Co-Operative Town Co. made
a great mistake in purchasing such a large amount of lands, If they
had bought about one thousand acres, in place of over 5 thousand acres
in the valley, besides thousands of acres of mountain lands and immed-
iately commenced improving with the money paid for surplus lands, it
would have been better for ithe company in my opinion.

But, norwithstanding the bad management, and the great drawback
on account of the unprecedented meney panic, they are moving on fairly
well with improvement, etc.

The Company 1is building a large brick structure to be known as
an office, store house, etc. The wall is more than half up and work
progressing nicely, and there are now about a dozen new buildings being
constructed by individuals, some for residences, and others for busi-

ness louses.

REPORT OF MRS. L. D, JOBRE'S CASE.

In many respects this case is one of the most important, as well
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as the severest and of the longest duration of any T ever attended
where recovery followed.

Her health had been bad for about 15 years. Her main disease
being Torpor, and congestion of the liver---running occasionally into
inflammation, During.these years, I had repeatedly treated her for
this trouble, which yiélded rapidly and she would soon be up and
resume duties in her family,

On the Lth of January, 1893, she gave birth to a daughter, after
having gone 2 or 3 weeks beyond her time. She was now --~ years old,
She had borne 9 children before this one. Her general health being
far from good, she had a hard labor,

On the 2nd day at night, she suddenly had 3 hard chills after
which fever rose to 103% and her pulse ran up to 120 in the minute,
She also had a pain and tenderness over the abdomen. Coupled with these
symptoms, she had severe hemmorroids, with much pain in her back and
" limbs. I telegraphed immediately for Dr's. Hunter and Miller. They
both came on the same train in a severe snow storm.

I had used Aconite as a sedative, which had redﬁced the fever
some before they arrived, but the pain and swelling in her left limb

 was increasing. OShowing unmistakable signs of Phlegmasia Dolens,

This tendency to milk leg had attended her on several of her previous
¢onfinements,

I had prdﬁounced her fever to be of the puerpural type, but the
geverity of the other symptoms so marked the case, that the other Dr's,
ﬁffered wiﬁh me and believed the fever could be scon overcome.

But the sequel proved I was correct in my diagnosis. Her case

‘%88 the most stubborn and unyielding and altogether the most complicated,

ever met within my_SO years practice. Here we had a diseased liver




of 16 years standing, kidney disease, hemorroids, phlegmasis dolens,

and childbed fever, all in one system at the same time. And each one
of these diseased organs seemed to be contending for the mastery, and
to make its symptoms more prominent than any other.

When we would assiduously address treatment to combat one group
of symptoms, and continue it until success crowned our efforts, at
once we would find the disease in other organs increasing in virulence,

This discouraging condition of things continued without hope
of permanent improvement six months.

I remained with this unfortunate and sorely afflicted womsn con-
stantly, during this long siege. Dr. Miller and Dr. Hunter came when
consultation was deemed advisable., The patient and doctors were
completely worn out. If she had not possessed more courage and fort-
itude than usually falls to the lot of mortals, she must have died.

I have never witnessed such fortutide in anyone, Her suffering was
beyond description.

And to have it continue day and night, in one form or another,
for 6 long Imonths - and such months. *"Who can describe the dread-

ful months of January, Feb. March and April of 18937 In Llk Park, N. C.

Throughout Jan. and half of Feb., we had a snow averlag;ing from 1G to
12 inches on level ground and where it drifted, it would average 2 or
3 feet, and much was drifted as the wind was high during most of

the winter and extremely colci. I never passed through such a cold
disagreeable winter. I've seen few colder days, but nol a worse
yvinter, I can remember "the cold Saturday on 183&." I had a thermo-
mter during this sickness but little time to examine it. I noticed
it several times when it stood 10, 15 and 17 below zero ab Elk Park.

But some time it was reported at 20 to 26 at Jonesboro, Johnson Gity

205
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and Bristol. We had two hospitals for our own family at the Park,
ane at E. D. Jobes, with himself and wifé as. patients, and the other
at Nt, W, Taylors house, occupied by my family with Hattie Taylor and
Sallie Jobe as patients, until April 2nd, when they started to New York o
to be treated. During the whole winter, while Eva was apparently at 200
death's door, Dudley was suffering with asthma and a dreadful cough
attended by very copious expectoration, with blood often in the matter o,
expectorated, Iy wife and I waited con all of these patients. Eva
- gave no milk for the baby on account of the fever and consequently,
it had to be raised by hand. This imposed another trouble, but we met
them all. The baby never drew it's nother'!s breast, but is now, this
Lth of Oct., a beautiful, smart and healthy child, and good as she is
: pretty. And her mother has so far recovered that she can do a consi-
- derable amount of sewing and can limp over the house on the lame leg,
X but she never can be well again. She has come to this stage of im-
provement by very slow stages, Her pulse has never returned te its
. normal standard. It is most of the time now above a hundred in the
minute, When she was at her worst, it rén up to 130 and 140. She
had a dreadful bieling in the lower part of her abdomen in left side.

It was opened and run a great deal and a long time,

Trom page Interview with Boy continued from 196.

After breakfast he made me a promise that he would quit driniing _ | '
entirely and set at once to work for me and be governed by me anﬂbmy

vife entirely, which he did. He did befter than we had any ideas he

would and obeyed us in everything for several years. 1 do not remem~

ber how many, 4 or 5. He dressed up in broadcloth and was a fine

looking gentleman. But when my business called me away from home so




nearly all the time while I was having the woolen mills constructed

at Weaverville, North Carolina, and my little wife had to trust him
to manage the hands in running the farm, and he neglected the business
from time to time and got much worse. I returned home just when they
were meving into cur new house, and found that he had gotten to re-
maining with L hands at dinner time L hours at the back of the house,
I paid him off in full that evening and told him never to come back

any More.




The Great Money Panic

This is the 6th of October 1893, Congress has been in extra
séssion and has been since the 7th of August and it locks like they
are no nearer a settlement of the silver question than when the
sessions commenced,

The speeches on both sides have been exactly of the character
I loocked for. 1I% has been crimenation and recrimenation between the
Republicans and Democrats from the beginning. The burden of the
Republican argument has been: - "You Democrats are to blame for
this money panic, and all the financial troubles we are having.
If we were still in power, everything would be moving on like Elock
work "

Then a Democrat would come at him, after this fashion. "It
is all charé%ble to the Republican party, it is the out growth of
the laws placed upon the statute, by your Republican administration.
We Democrats have nol passed a single law., It is éll the effects
of your own legislabion.,®

When asked what relief Congress would give the people, I said
none - said I, they couldn't, if they would, and they wouldn'f, if
they could." This is what I said before Congress convened and I
have no reason today to take it back.

The bill before the Senate is to repeal what they call the
Sherman Law, That law compels the Secretary of the Treasury to
purchase 1,500,000 ounces silver per month. The friends of silver

are opposed to unceonditional repeal, because they see in that the

demonetization of silver and the establishment of a Gold Standard.

They are willing to vote for repeal, if some legislation is coupled
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with it, giving silver a place as a debt paying factor among the
other monies of our country.

But the repealers say, No., we must have it unconditional.

I do not believe they can repeal it with some conditions, although
they have Cleveland in favor of repeal. I think unconditional repeal
would send sllver out of sight and it would constitute such a large
bulk of the circulating medium of the Scuth and West, it would be ruin

to both sections.

We scarcely can see any gold in circulation here. Our currency is

silver and silver certificates and a littlé green back currency.
I think it was unfortunate that Mr. Cleveland accepted the nomination
on the Chicago plétform; The Democratic Party was as nearly united
in favor of free silver coinage as any plank in the platform, but
Mr., Cleveland has been able to carry a larpge following with him against
silver and a great many of them in order to be on good terms with
the President, have become very bitter against their old friends, and
I predict it will culminate in brealking up the Democratic Party, if
thelr vindictive course is persisted in.
Ilhave heard much praise of late years heaped upen our present
financial system, but I think it is defective in several particulars.
I think all money we use should be colned by the government

and paper money printed by some authority and be kept at a parity,

by making each kind of money, whether it be gold, silver or paper

money, a legal tender for all debts, public and private, and the
Government to be bound to redeem all of its issues. Let the amount
issued be regulated to suit the legitimate demands of trade and to

be increased with the increase of population.

/9%

208




| o %4
I have a very distinct recollection of four money panics,

since I've been on "the stage of action", the first was in.183?, which

was the year after my service in the Federal Army, in the Indian War,
But in all four of them there was nothing to compare with this one
of 1893,

The whole hardship 1s felt by the debtor class, and the poor,
The rich and creditor class, see an easier time than when times
are good and money plenty. Now money is scarce and everything to

sell is low, so it won't pay to produce it, Wheat is down to 504

a bushel, and everything in proportion., Horses that cost $100,00

12 months ago are selling for $25,00 and $30.00. Milk cows worth
$25.00 to $50.00 are selling for $8.00 to $10,00. Town lots that
2 years ago sold at Johnson City for $800.00 to $900.00, can be
bought today for from $100,00 to $125,00 dollarsoq);}‘ruigikuatAﬂm}

I will wind up what I've got to say about this Financial
question by making a prediction, provided Congress - that is to say -
the Senate should carry the unconditional repeal bill - (for the
House has already at the dictation of the President, passed it).

In case the repeal bill is passed, and no provision made to save
silver as a circulating medium, there will be a commercial al-

liance formed between the southern and western states and New Mexica.
" This alliance will withdraw their trade from northern and eastern
cities and ultimately all the imports for them will come direct

%o southern and western ports, such as New Orleans, Valasco, San

Francisco, etc.




247

Then as far as the true interests and harmony of the Nation is
concerhed; the Silver question is neavly as big as the Slavery question
was before the Rebellicn, JAnd all this could have been settled amica-
bly, if it had not been for the greed of the Gold Barons, and the
great power of money., And so could the War of the Rebellion been a-
voided, if it had not been for the unscrupulous Politicians.

How unfortunate it is for the country, that often the unholy
ambition of the worst element of parties gets in the iead and then the
calm, conservative element is powerless.

It seems to me thatl the word Patriotism is worn outs It has lost
its meaning. "It is a back number¥, It is party first, and country
afters The old definition of the word was, "Our country first", The
tangled condition the demigogical Politiclans of the old parties have
gotten the country into reminds me of an anecdote Andrew Johnson told
in a speech at Elizabethton about IS years ago~illustrating an awful
trouble one of his neighbors consulted him abouts In describing his
utter despair, hls neighbor said, "Mr. Johnson, I don't know what to
dos I've turned it every way, and I'm sometimes in favor of doing it

. this way, and in a minute, I am for doing it the other way. That is,

Iwill and I won't, I can and T can’te I*11 be damed if I do, and I

~

will be darmed if I dontth,
The prognos'ticatic;ns of Ex Senator J. J, Ingalls, of Kansas, in
regard to times, present and future, are rﬁoré gloomy 't.ha.n. any Ilve
seene In an interview with a reporter for the New York World, he is
reported thus. The article is too long to quote: But after graphi-

eally describing the destitubte condition of hundreds of thousands who




vero already out of employment, especially in the West; he goes on to
gay, "from all the street corners in Denver, the pi’@éeous ery gbes up
for bread; and from Wall Street the cry goes up for Colde When this
panicy conditions meet in the great Mississippi Valley, then there will
be Anarchy and revolution'.

I have been waiting to see what the Senate would do with the

Silver questions This is 30th of Octobere The indications point to

the unconditional repeal of the purchasing clause of the Sherman Act,
I presume from late telegrams that the Senate is voting on the bill, and

giving the lést finishing touch, as far as the money power through car-

mpt Politicians can poe DBut before the question can be fully settled,

This Gongress

I think tho great body of the people must be heard from.

has heard from the Bankers, Boards of Trade, Manui‘ac-burors,‘ Trusts,

fombines, Millionaires, Stock Exchange, etce DBut the greal body of the
people, the TFarmers, Mechanics and laborers of all kinds, are as a rile

not heard from, and when they speak out, I think thelr verdict will be

quite different from that of a majority of Congress. 4nd we should
vemenber that under our form of Government ¥all power is inherent in

the peoplet,

If I were in Congress, 1 would not vote for the free coinage of 211
all the Silver bullion of the world, but I would vote to coin all the

output of Silver in the United States, and I would never sanction the

giving up of the "dollar of our fathers®. The two metals should be

coined by the Government for the Government, and not for individuals,

and no discrimination made between the metals, and in thal way the

parity could be maintaineds



HOF
I have read a good many able speeches, made in this exbtra session
| of Congress, both in the house and in the Senate, bul the best, most
farreaching _a.nd unanswerable speech was made in the house, on the 18th
day of August, by Joseph G, Sibley, of Pemnsylvania, in favor of
Silver, as a legal tender money.

This speech was the ablest, the boldest and altogether the most
truthful of the conspiracy, on the part of the greal money power to
covertly decoy the American people into a snare and fasten a gold
standard on them, before they knew ite When Mrs Seyd came over from
England in 1873 and induced Congress to demonetize Silver, by a bribe
of five hundred thousand dollars in pold, there were but three or four
merbers knew what they were doing-so Mre Blaine, Mre Vorhees and otﬁer
nembors sa'.f,' as quoted by Mre Sibley, from the Congressional Record.

Sec what c:flrimfénal negligence there was and yet the country has
to stand all thise Mr, Sibley shows that when this crime was com=
mitbed in 1873, cotton was selling at 22 cents, now it sells for 7 &
8, Wheat sold for #1.20 and now 5lge. Corn has fallen 26 cents on the
bushels The loss to farmers annually on these articles amount to
nine hundred and ten millions each year. AlLl on account of demoneti-
zing Silver.

(October 2, 1903-I regret very much to see, by reading papers,
that Mr. Joseph Ce Sibley has gone back on himself completelye)

I must again make the best apology I can for not taking more
pains with thils sketch. I wanted to spend more time and thought on

it, but I have been compelled, by force of circumstances, to spend

my time, as well as :mr 'thogght away from this work; if I have any
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friends left after me, who have interest enough in my memory to read

my short accbu.nt of a long and busy life, they are hess-requested to
pass over my many :i_mpe;‘fections without criticism and but 1little
censure, as I could assure them that I would have taken more pride in
presenting something for their perusal much more to wmy taste ifl my
surroundings had been favorable.

My hurry and want of system have caunsed me to leave out many
little things as I galloped along, which T will here group under the
name YMiscellaneous", as it being appropriate as any I can think of
just at this moment.

I should have given in its proper place a short account of my
trials with one of my route agents, while I was a Special Agent of the
Post Office Department. b P sae W fe R e,

Mre Parks, an honorably discharged Federal Soldier, had the run
from Charlotte, N. Ce, to Columbia, Ss Ce He was an intelligent, edu~
cated man and every way qualified for the work, if he had not been
addicted b0 drinkinge But, when I went over his line a time or fwo,

I found he was drinking so much and maldng so many mistakes in distri-~
buting the mails and neglecting so much of his duties, I had to tell
him plainly 1 would have to have a new man in his place if he did not
do betters, He quit drinldng for a shert time, but retwmed to it in

a short time, The postmasters were sending me s¢ many complaints

against him, I wwrote to Second Assistant Postmaster General, enclosing

P

some of these letterse. But I found it would be hard work to get him
ramoved, because he was an LEx~United States Soldier. So, I concluded

I would go to Washington and show to Mr. McLelsn how importani it was

2l3




to get rid of him, as I believed it was impossible to reform hime I
found Mr. Mclelan was very much in his favor, he "was poor and had a
wife to support and had made a good soldier®. And I failed to induce
him to dismlise himy so I had to return withoul accomplishing amythinge.
I went to Charlotte to see Parks, hoping to make such a state-
ment to him that he would see his whole future would depend on his
giving up liquor. He made me promises, as is common in such cases,
.dnly to be brokens When I had stood it as long as I could, I went a=
gain to Washington. When I had entered Col, Mclellans room and had
shalken hands with him, I laid my hat away and said to him, "Col, Il've
come to stay with you until you disriss Parks. I can!t stand him ény
longer®s He is a disgrace to the service and must behturned offM,
Aftor a few inquiries about him, he gave me papers dismissing him and
an appointment for another man who I asked to be appointed. I came
direct from Washington to Charlotte. and met Parks? train coming in from
Columbiaes Postmaster Frazier was so glad I had g;tten Parks discharged,
he rushed up to him in the dark and said, "Dre. Jobe is here and he has
your discharge in his pocket", I did not intend to let him lnow about
it wntil he had delivered his registered packages at the Post Office.
‘He has his arms full of registered packages. When he learned he was
discharged, he managed to escape from the crowd in the dark and made
his way with the packages and hid them between the celling and weather-
boarding of the house he lived in, so it was with difficulty we could
get them out, after he told us where they were after his arrest, and

three of them were never recovered,

Noww came the hardest part of the trial on mee. There could be no

N0 F




doubt of his being puilty of a penitentiary offence. Therefore, his 19] Og
wife, an intelligent, educated woman, with all the affection of a
broken hearted wife, came into my room with a friend to introduce
hers After pleading with me in behalf of her erring husband, aﬁd ' 21,
aslcing me to write a letter to the department in hls faver, she
dropped upon her kmees and prayed and wept so ermestly, that al=-
though I knew her husband was guilty, yet for her sake I did write and
get her husband releaseds I did thils in part from the fact that he
vas under the influence of liguor wihen he left with the packages.
But in the case of Leander Todd, I could find no mi#bigations.l
I went to Salem and got the United States Marshall to go with me in
an all day's rain over to the Yadkin River, and arrest Leander As
Todd for oiaening and rifling registered packages repeatedly, as he
vas Deputy Postmastere I had him on trial two days and convicted
him and brought him to Winston and placed him in jail until Federal
Court in Raleipghe. Then he was brought {0 Ralelgh and convicted and

sent to the penitentiary at Albany, New York, for three years.

1Lugsus Naturs®. (Freak of Nature,)

I have seen a great many marks on children and have heard much
comment on it by the people in the fifty years I have been engaged
] in the practice of medicine and surgery. I have also read a great
-deel on the subject in medical wdrks.
I belleve impressable females, from frights, or from sights, may
mark their children. And I will record the two following cases, which
came wmder ny own observatdon, in support of this doctrine.

About the year 18Ll, while I practiced at Burnsville, N. C., I
saw a case of halr lip in a small child, and received the following

hstory of it from the father and mother, both respectabls and truth-

ful,
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The husband returned from a squirrel hunt, with a live Squirrel, '

vhich he had stunned by sending a bullet so close to its head, it

burned the hailr offs When he camo to the door he called his wife to 215

see the "pet®, While she stood in the door looking at it, the

Squirrel turned and bit the man and he hastily throw it hard upon the

ground, and put the heel of his boot on its head and as it was dying, |

as she looked at it, the upper lip of the Squirrel puckered up in a

peculiar way, and when her baby was born, its upper lip looked exactly

like the Squirrels did that morninge. Delicalte and impressible wo1lfnen

should guard against seeing all such sights as these I have named.
Esqe John Cable of Garter County, Tenn. Only ten or twelve

miles from where I now live, has a little danghter now aboub eight

years olds. I have secn her often. Before the girl was born, James

Wagner, a near neighbor, had a troublesome dog which kept prowling

. avound Cable's house every night wntil his dépredations became un=

bearable, Sc; » Esq« Cable at last set a large strong stoel trap for

the doge When he stepped into it, it snapped his left fore 1eg of f

about midway between the foot and shoulder.
The dog kept coming and whinning around Mre Gables, with his

leg off all the time it was getting well. He kept maldng a plaintive

cry all the time and when Mrs. Cable's baby was born, it had no left

fore arme Its left arm was laclkding from the elbow down, and it

vhinned in place of crying for months, and then gradually got to

crydng like other children.

What a pity Lsge Cable had not shot the man's dog in place of

trapping for hime Especially when at the very time this happened,
there were at least a million of dogs thiat ought to have been killed

in Tennessee alone. I am for sheep, against dogs. I have been

keeping house for half a century and three-fourths of that time, I




was not the owner of a dog nor allowed one to come on the premises

As a rule, a family can do better without one than with one. Still

we see some familics own four or five dogs, and but little else, and
often the dogs are go poor they have to lean against something to barka

Dani.el Boone

PO %

Veechdale, Kentucky, September 4, 190L., I find a great many Boones in 216 °

Kenfucl-qr.

Daniel Boonae, a very extraordinary man, was oﬁe of the fir's’cf
settlers in this country, if indeed he could be called a set'l;,ler at
all=~for he roamed about from place to place. He was generally with=
out any local habitation. He was the groatest hunter ever known in
thls countrys He was born on the Yadlcin River in North Carolina, and
dled on the Chio River, in Xentucky, after traveling and hunting over
all the territory between these points; 1iw.flhen the whole country was
Inhabited by Indians and was liable at any time to be killed by the
savages, and did make hairbreadth escapes from them on many occasions.

He lived mostly on wild meats, killed by his own gun. There are
.may Streams, towns and countries named for him throughout the country.
- 1 have visited a noted Beech Tree on Boone's Creck about seven miles
from Johuson City, Temmessce. -

This tree is noted from the fact that Boone killed a Bear in it.
I made my visit there in company with several others, about the year
- 1888,

Boone was uneducated, as is proven by the advertisement he left
on the bark of the Beech Tree, which can still be read, where he

W .
avkardly cut it on the bark as follows:
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"D, Boone cilled a Bar in this tree =~ 1760Y,

Fred Gox, of Dalton, Georgla 217

On page 8L I give a brief account of how a citizen of Georgia
treated me in 1840, I want to relate here what happemed to me forty-
eight years after thats I made an arrangement in Elizabethton, Tenn.,
in 1888 to meet Mr. Loftus, a Boston man, at Ringgold, Ga. Mr.
Loftus was spending some months with his family at Dalton. After
getting through our business at Hinggold, we made an arrangement to
start from Dalton together on our retum to. Eligabethton on a certain
days; but owing to a change of schedule on the E. Ts Virginia and
Georgia Re Rs, he had left just before my train arrived, so I had to
wait some hours for a train. I spent most of that time with the
Ideiaot agent where I would take the train, Finding him to be a
genlal and companionable man, I was telling him about my living in
that country, while the Cherokees lived there, and about my ,brothei-
and myself staying 21l night with a Cherokee by the name of

"Drowning Bear!'y who lived on the exact spot of groun%lwe were then

on~~that wag when I was only fourteen years old. The next day after
sbaying with the Indian, we drove three big fat hogs home that our
father had bought from Drover. ‘They had driven oute I‘ had just
commnenced telling this depot agent about my selling a lot there in
Delllton, vwhen the place was called Cross Plains, and I had net yet
learned his name, and I would doubtless have socn told him of whom

I bought the lot, and about the forged letters btut he told me about

hls father being one of the first settlers of Dalton, and then I




asked his name and found he was a son of Fred Cox, of whom I bought
the lot.

His father was then living in Dalton. He sent out at once
af'ter him, but my train started before.he could be found, I
would have been glad to have met him, after so many years of sepa-
ration, but I doubt if he would have felt free and easy.

T .am glad I did not tell his son the whole story of his al~
tempt to defraud me, Ae & Do Jobe out of 600.00 besides my heavy
expenses in that long trip with exposure that came near causing
my deathe

Don of Blount County Tennessee

(I wish I could have met with this case after I became a
surgeone L believe I could have operated on him and made him a
- perfect matie)

A singular frealc of nature

I remerber when a boy, living then in Cades Cove, Blount
County Tennessee, often passing by where a man lived by the name
of "Don", (I never knew his given name,) He lived on the road,
half way between Cades Cove and Mar:wi;le.

This man seemed to have ordinary health and was of medium
size, and had all the organs of a well developed man, except he had
no Anuses He never had any natural action from his bowels,

He would eat hearty and digestion would Seem to go on as ‘in
completely finished and healthy men; and within about three hours

or three and one=half hours, he would throw up, and recover immedi-

ately and be ready with a good appetite for the next meal,

hoY
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What he would eject from his stomach smelled badly, and evi=

dently was the surplus after digestion had taken place and ought

to have passed off the other way, if there had been any exite In

this case, the nutriment of the food had been changed into chime,

then into chile, and taken up by the lactlals and gone to support

the system~-while the effect and useless substances, finding no

outlet and being a foreign body, had to be thrown off by the

stomachs This man was about thirty years old when I left that

country and I do not know how long he lived afterwards.

And another singular thing is that about the time I knew Don,

my father owned a fine healthy hog, that had two fundiments, and we

boys called him "Don',

I presume nobody can take the same interest in these things

that doctors do.

Chrisley Simerleys Case—A very dangerous cases 219

An incident which occurred during the War of the Rebellion in

Carter County about the year 1863 or 186l which I failed to record

in its proper places

Christley Simerley, an industrious union man, who thus far had

kept out of both armies, was quietly sitting talldng to his "best

girl® at her fathers, unconscious of having an enemy in the world;

when all of a sudden some unknown person shot him through the window

by which they were sitting. The ball entered Simerley behind the

right ear, and passing through the ear, thence through the right

cheelk bone and roof of mouth and through the left chesk bone, and

passed into Miss Matherley!s mouthi~~passing between the teeth of
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. upper and under jaw bone, through the muscles, between the corer of
the mouth and right ear, and she spit the bullet out inte her hand,

I was sent for immediately, but I refused to go that dark

nlght into a neighborhood where men were being shot and women, too,
without provoc"{{t.ion; but I promised to go at day light--which I did.
On examination I found Miss Matherley hurt but Little. The
| ball, strangely, not even hurt her tonguce
Mr. Simerley was hurt badly--so much so his recovery was
{. dowbtfuls The course of the ball was through such vital parts as
,'_.to put his ii:!?e in great peril, His breathing was very difficult
and laborious, It was nccessary bo remove him home about three or
fowr miles s Which we proceeded to do immedlately. This brought him
j vithin two miles of town where I could see after him, His Lady Love
: ould come with him to wait wpon him, as they were engaged to be
prrieds Me recovared in due time and they were married and have
mde a good living, and are now living at Shell Creek on a good farm,
all paid for and happy and contented.
The Idittle Dwarf of Elk Park, N. Ce 220
I see it stated in a Chicago paper that the smallest man in
the world died a fow days ago. His weight is glven at seventy-five
wmds, We can beat that right here in Elk Park, in the person of
tonsman, Jo E. Philips, who weighs only sixty=-seven pounds. He
 born in Ashe County, North Carolina, is thirty-three years old;
. been married six years; his wife weighs one hundred thirty pounds.
have two childrene He is a shoemalcer by trades He has some
ption,can read and wrilte, and seems to be ordinarily intelligent.
January 1885

Sti1l, under the heading of miscellaneous, I wanl 1to record
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sore of my views in regard to the unrest and confusion among the

S

people of the whole unlon-~this great tangle Is not confined to [

L
ek
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any section, it is wide spreads The direful effects are felt in o B

Vo
b

every State in the Union.
I mean, the failure to enforce law,

The enforcement of the Criminal Law has become to be a thing
Y

of the paste There are so many loop holes, so many legal techni~ o

Bl
calities and so many lawyers competing for fees. And when a case 2
‘reaches the courts, the lawyers quibble over dintricate law points,

which Astute Lawyer has placed upon the Statute Books, until the

Juries of the couxﬂ;ry generally can be led away from the truth by
a plausible acavocate and justice is defeateds
This has been going on for fifty years and getiing worse year

by year. It all proceeds in my opinion on account of the officers

courting popularity. 221
Note:- A mistake to say we are a law and order peoples We
Y fail tc enforce the law and our country will suffer for it sooner or
later, is my opinlon.
By favoring fhe viclous element, these sworn officers can make

friends the next election, as the law breakers are generally in the

majority and the ambitiocus office seeker is not slow to see his chance

to strengthen himself. L

e ) Fifty years ago if a man was convicted of stealing, he was

sentenced in North Carolina to receive thirty-nine lashes on his bare

backe I have seen this mock punishment inflicted by the Sheriff at
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Burnsville, North Carolina, several times and abating the disgrace,
the whipping amounted to nothings It was a complete travesty of
justice=-~not a mark left on the back and the culprit would embrace
the sheriff and thank him; and perhaps, inwardly rejoice that some
opportunity might offer for him to steal something more before the
sheriffts time expired.

éince that time, I have seen men tried for murder, have heard
the testimony and satisfied it was sufficient to convliet him of
murder in the first degree, and yet, after many days of investigation
and much of the peoplels money being spenl trying to meet out
justice to the criminal, a verdict would be brought in MAcquitting
the Defendant!, or sending him fto the penitentlary for a few years
and then in a short time his friends would get up a petition to the
Governor i‘of his pardon, and in mine cases out of bten, it. would be
granted. These petitioners lose all sympahty for the poor man who
had lost his 1ife and for his heartbroken wife and orphan children,

and hasten to the relief of the murderer who has talen the Life of
his fellow man without the least provocation. I rejolce that I i
have always had the courage of my convictions and never have signed |
a petition unless I knew the facts would justify me., The law does i
not punish men through fevenge but as a terror to evil doers, and !'f
not enforcing the law is the cause of the resort to linch law all ]
over the countrys

Taking options on Iron Property for Chicago Commany. 222

In March 1887 Messrse. Teegarden and Finmey came here fram H

Chicago, representing a company of Jews,reported to be worth ten
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million of dollars, These men satisfied me that they could draw on
them for thirty thousand dollars to begin operation in this counbry.
They examined Cranberry Mines and leooked aroﬁld a llittle and seemed
to be well satisfied with the outloolte I had spent a month in
Nashville, ‘during January and Febiuary, and they had alsoc spent two
or three weels there at the same time or just after I left there,
but we did not meet there., They heard of me there and learned that T
lived near Cranberry, so they came down from Cranberry to see me at
1k Park. .
We had a long talk about developing Iron Mines and etcs I
had taken three options in my own countye. They commmicated freely
in regard to their plans, and etc, and said they thought it would be
best to take up options in my name as I had already commenced and
turn them over to them on the Registert!s Books of each county.

So we went to Johnson City ‘bheﬁnexb day to enter into

writingss I was to commence at once, and push the work as rapidly
as the weather would permite I Was to be governed by my own Judges

ment in regard to everything and report to them at Chicago once a

week or oftener, if I found it necessary.

1 was to recelve for my services ten dollars a day and all
necessary expensese 1 started out on the l4th of March and I pressed %

forwards as rapidly as I could, so as to examine the counfiry as

closely as I oupght to and took opticns in Carter and Johnson in 223

Tennessee, in Watauga and Mitchell in North Carolina.
In executing this work, I examined and traveled over long

stretches of country where I found nothing. A great deal of the
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wrk was done in very bad weather in March and Aprile. Corn crops ;2 /5
were a failuro in the mountains in 1886« It was very hard to

find food for my horse--znd my surroundings required me scmetimes
b start at day light with a few ears of corn for my horse in my
saddle pockets, and lunch for my dinner, and not get back oubt of

the mountains to where I could stay +il1. dark and often after darke.
After malding one trip covering a week or ten days, T would
‘wome home and rest avhiles Then go on another for perhaps twice
‘that longe I did my last work in the last of June, 1887, in
Mtchell Counby, most of it around Bakersville.

Teeparden and Finney commenced work on some of these options
i.n May, and during that swmer and fall they paid out in Carter
founty, Tennessee and Watauga County, North Carclina, about bwenty
‘thowsand dollars. I have often said I did not lmow what a portion
Watauga County would have done for bread that tight swmer, if

t had not been for the money paid ou't'by Teegarden and Finney,
Their purpese was, as soon as they found ore in paying
quutities, to build a railroad from the East Tennessee-Virginia
Re to their mines. They fcund good ore on L1k in the upper end
¢ Carter County and it satisfied them in quantity, and went with
woop to the County Court and got a proposition submitted to the
l'éters to take sixty thousand dollars in the road. The canvass was
c_bmenced. Many were opposed to il at the star'b_ but in the great
#citement of the canvass the opposilion was overcomep and the
Eopositinn carried by a handscme majority. The night the reburns

1l camo in there was quite a Jubilee in Towne I remerber I had
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been out to visit a patient and retummed just after night, and it 224
was prebty dark and the GCarmon was being fired so rapidly, the
big flash of the poﬁder scared my horses 5o, it was dangerous.

T thinlc Teegarden and Fimmey must have spent many hundred
dellars in thal election alone. It was proved thalt they had
fhollowed before they were out of the woods'. When they wrote to
the Company thal was backing them wilh money to send on their
expert mineralologist, and he came and examined the mine, he re-~
ported to them that "there was not encugh ore in sight to justify
them in constructing a railroadh¥. So the whole speculation had to
collapse because these Jews withdrew from Teegarden and Finney, and
they had no money to go on with it and had 4o sell out for what
they could get and that, of course, amounted {o a ver:,r' small pard
of what they had paid out.

But they had regularly met all tﬁe drai’ts I had made on them,
and paid me in full :q‘.'or zll my services and did it cheerfully.

In writing hastily this short sketeh of my travels through
these rugged mountains brings to my memdry an incident that
happened on a spur of the Roan Meuntain close to where the State
Line runs, dividing Temnessee from North Carolina,

I had found some fine magnetic ore at a certain places I
had a guide with me and to give my horse a chance to graze while I
was maldng my investigations, I turned him loose and left him, (as
he was perfectly gentle), some half a mile before we reached the

places We were gone about two hours and when We returned we could

see nothing of my large fine roan horse, We locked and tracked
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around for some time. We were away below a great spur of the Ma- 225

jestic Roan, on the North Carolina slde; the towering peak above

us must have been a thousand or fifteen hundred feet above us, and
as nearly perpendicular, and after nearly despairing of finding him,
| I looked up and almost straight up on that pinnacle, and there

sbood my horse, looldng down on me. I wished then for Nat Taylor
with his instrumentsz to take a view of the mountain with the horse

standing 50 near the brink of the precipice that it looked if he

stepped one step further, he would fall on me.

Notwithstanding Teegarden and Finney paid out about twenty

thousand dollars in our country and was no drawback to the country;

yet many of our people have not yet quit abusing them, and the same

elass are abusing Cole Ben B, Talbotl, because he did not succeed

in floating the big enterprise he commenced ab Elizabethton just

before the Co~operative Town Company came there, He tried very

hard to make a success of it, but the fates seemed to be against

him and he lost a considerable amount of. meney thal he will never

be able to recover.

He paid Mrse Nancy Johlson five thousand dollars on her land

and now she has the land back and the money too. He paid Larey

C'Brien the same amount and Larey now owns the land and the money
alsos
I believe he paid ten thousand on the John Tipbton land, and
lost all=-besides what he paid for options to divers parties, .
He took options on my land beyond the railroad at $200,00

per acre, forty-five and one~half acres, but he gave me only




#5000 for the option and he failed to take the land as he did all
the balances I feel soxrry for the man, but it was hls own fault.
He had too much confldence in his judgement.
Injustice

Yy start in life was an humble OnCa

I have detailed in these pages some of my conflicts with
poverty and what we call bad luck generally, and here 1 want to
briefly stéte a big wexpected injustice done to my wife in winding
up the affairs of her stepfather, John W, Garland. Hy wifels
father, (James H. Poteet), died in Missouri leaving a widowﬁand two
children, a son and a daughtuere

They were left with some property but the expense of moving
them back te North Carolina exhausted the biggest part of its. By
good management and industry Mrs. Poteet educated her children.
Within a few years afber she returned to North Carolina she married
John W, Garland, a prominent citizen of Yancey Countys, He was
élerk of the County Court for many years and represented the county
in the State Leglslature and was elected to the convention in 1861
as a Unlon Man.

Mr. Garland was a safe and good trader and was the owner of
a large amount of realestate besides several slaves.

Mr, Garland was a very clever and popular man, They had no

children, When Saphronia and I were married on the 8th of August,

18ldy, their family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Garland and her two

children and servants. After we were married, we made our home

there for a few months. We then moved to Elizabethton, Tennessee.

A
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He was so successful in his land speculations, 1 was anxious to
learn how he could procecd so smoothly, and finish up a trade with
so few words; that I told him if he would instruct me how to
proceed and acdomplish the same end, I would give him a hundred
dollarse

He said he could tell me in five minuwbtes and would not charge
me anythinge. He said, "when you want to buy anything--land, a
horse, a cow or ving, say nothing about it. If you talk about
it, others will step in before you, if they have the least chance,
even if they have no interest in it only tc defeat you in your trade'.

Never approach your man and do as most men do, tell him you

have come to make a trade with him'.

HYou can always manage, so the subject will come up accidentally.
£nd when you get to talking, be sure and let him do most of ’ohe o
talking and you try to be unconcerned, and when he makes a propo-
sition you are willing to entertain, accept 1t at once; and draw up

the writing, then and there, for very often if it is pub off even

ti11 the next day, the terms will be changed to suit him better, bub

remeimber every time it is done, it suits you less', This was good

advice and I rémenﬁﬁéred it in 'af'ber yearss ~ About ten years after I
setbled in Elizabethton, the Great Copper Speculation was inaugurated
in Virg:'m.ia. I was drawn into it by friends in various sections of
the country, especially my brother, John, then a citizen of Georgia.
There were mineteen of s and the enterprise was a vast one. My
brother was agent for the Company with headquarters at Hillsville,

Virginiae We bought large interests in Carroll, Floyd, Pabrick and

N 4
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Grayson, in Virginia, and also property in North Carolina.

Nearly everybody was excited about Copper. It was the topic
discussed constantly in hotels, on railrcad trains and everywhere,
Mre Garland was very anxious to invest in Copper property in
Virginia, He had offered me his home farm adjoining the towm
property at Burnsville for one~half my inbterest in cur Copper
property in Virginia, but I refused to make the sWap, wiiess he
would first go to Virginia and see the lands. ©Sc we started to ex-
amine it and after traveling about half of the distance, the weather
was so hot and the trip so fatiguing, he proposed retwming and
make the trade without seeing the landse I agreed to it and we
went on to Burnsville and drew up the Deedss I had possession cf
the land for twelve years. In the meantime "the botbom fell outb
of the Copper Speculation, and T thought it hurt him to know that

was the first land trade he ever had made, in which he got the

worst of the bargalne So to cause him to feel better over it, I
propesed to deed the land back te him withcut consideration and
did 50-believing that scme day that and nuch more would come back
to Saphronia and her heirs, as Mr. Garland had no legal helrs, and

especlally as he had told me more than once that "Saphronlatls

nmother helped me to make what I have and 1 intend her and hér heirs

to have part of it%.

Note: I did nearly all the practice in Mr. Garlandls family,
and for many years both in North Carolina and after he r;.moved to
Tennessee, and never charged any fee for any part of it. If it

had been pald for, it would have amounted %o a considerable amounte




Notwithstanding &ll of this, before he died, he willed gvery
thing to John Wesley Higgins, an illegitimate son. His wife d:.ed
several years before he died. He was a cripple and an invalid for
several years. Hls residence was in an adjoining county over
twenty miles from me and L could not see him often, and when I did
I never menticned his business affairs; but he had told me he had
made his Will and that something was left to Saphronia, but in his
last days he was surrounded by such influcnces as to cause him to
revolke his former Will and make another; cutting her cut of every-
thinge She did not get tc see him for a long time before his
deaths She loved her stepi‘athef?—--she always called him "pappa'

in such indearing way that strangers would think he was her i‘aﬂwr,

and he was much a’ptached 1o her. lore for this attachment than

any other, I wonld have been proud that he had been allowed to leave
her sometlhing that she could remember him by,

South Carolina, Nullification, in Verse--by a Negro,

When memory carries me back to my life among the Indians, and
mar.Cmpa.ign in the Federal Army in 1836, I can remember songs, or
parts of songs, sung by Allen Campbell, one of our regiment, arowrl
the camp fires of dark:and lonesome nightse, I will here repeat all
T can remember of an old negro song, discribing the Nations troubles
about WMullification in 1832 or about that time.

"You lmow Uncle Samboy, I lmow him prime,

He come ober de frog pon, awWay in ole time.

Bull John been he dady, so hear people say,

But he bin pgot so crabit, Uncle Sam run away.

So de pon he cross ober to 1lib in dis land,

He hab notion to marry, so give Gall he han'.

-~
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Dis couple keep house, and hab children plenty,

I count him one time, I blebe ober twenty.

Dese children 1ib in friendship, all be of one mine,

Cept one tarnal huzza, ﬁei’ name Carolinec,

She 1ib in day place, where da ralse such big tater,

Mong dem great pon, where da kech Alligators

Dis gal éhe git sassy, she biﬁ so much mess,

She for ever, and for temmall she keep such a fuss,

You can't go oub meeting, mong nice combergation,

But you;se sure to be rupted, by Nulberfication.

At de forfe of July, somebime in last May,

When people all assembled to celebrate dat day, .

While many be joicing case he get mancipation,

Some ternal fool would holler for nulberfication.

She will stand up in public and she‘ll cuss and shetll dam.
And right afore public, she!ll abuse Uﬁcle Sams ;
If she keep on dat way and ;he hab six or eight,

Ole Harry can!'t keep em from brake up de State.”

I have just come across some -of m;}.r.old papers containing memo- 230
b randa, in regard to my administration of Indian affairs in the
Chippewa Nation in 1668, which show to some extent the mysterious

. %Y in which money is made off of the Govermment by unscroupulous

The following is a sample account,

"Daniel S, Mooers a/c December 16, 1867.




To hauling from St. Cloud to Leech Lake at $2.50 per hundred. 59)21‘%7
To do from St. Cloud to the agency at %1.25. per hundred,
Amounting to $1,626,12

The actual amount on bocks at agency #1,561.90
6li.22 = Here was paid

more than the hauling came to, even at his big figures.
¥. Fe Clark -

nGets 3L 37/100 per ration for 734 Indians at White Oak Point.

For six months His first voucher was: 18,920.68
His second voucher was 22,957.10
His third voucher was 1,288,68

As evidence that it is destructive to the interest, both of the
Government and Indians alike, it is only necessary'tolrafer to the con-=-
tract Bassebt made with Oscar Teylor of St. Cloud for transportation
in 1867 at 2,16 per hwndred for onc hundred miles.

The above contract was made to the lowest bidder.

Mr. Taylor failed to give bond and Major Bassett at once made ar-
rangements to have it done for 1.80. |

Another change should be made., Supplies should.noﬁ be bought for
the Indians for a whole year at a time. This rule causes the Goevernment
to pay more exhorbitant prices, and the Indians shouwld be moved in

closer proximity to each other." . Ripley should be moved",

Ilk Park, North Carolina - Jan. 9, 1894 231

I have boday burned up several pages of notes or memoranda taken

duwring my stay in Chippewa Nation, investigating Indian affairs.




These notes have been mislaid for years and while they have much
bearing and would shed light on many of the issues then discussed, I
destroy them because I have hurried over these incidents, or most of

them in the preceeding pages and could not now make these memoranda

fit in--go I have to leave out much of what I did in those days of hard-
¥ ship trial and danger.
Miss Prudens! Commendation
Flk Park, March 29, 1894
Dre Ae Jobe
Dear Friend,
I thank you heartily for the privilege of reading these notes. It
would be a rich treat to amyone, even a strangers OSuch delightful
readingl I finished it in two sittingse I feel as though my lmowledge

-~

~of this section was greatly increased.

The portion of the deepest interest to me is the account of your

experience as a Union Man. I shall have to tell it to my northern

friends.

I hope that this eventful life, the story of which is told so

simply and so well, will be yet known to the world by the publishing

1

.ol these notess

Very truvly yours,

L+ Co Fruden

Miss Pruden!s home is in Minnesotas She has spent most of her time i
for several years building up free scheols in the South, one of these

schools is hers at Elk Park. Miss Pruden has done a good worlk here and

at other pointse ©She has not only had a large free school taught here,




but she has given a great deal to the poors She is sixty-two years old.
She is a good christian lady, finely educated and very intelligents I
wish we had more like her,l
My Sea Voyage from Merehead City
My general health being so bad during most of the time, I was in
the services of the U. S. A. as Special Agenl of the Post Office Dew
partments I was anxious to take a Sea Voyage to see if the seasiclmess

would net in some mysterious way bring aboul a kind of revolutlon in my

. vhole systems

So while the Legislature was in session at Raléigh, several of the
members and others who wanted to join me, we went to Morehead City -and
there engapged two sail vessels to take us to some island away out at
Seas ‘(The name of the island has escaped my memory.)
We started from Morehead City early in the mornming. We sailed on
smoothly for the first hour or two bult the waves soon began to swell
and beat upon the vessels so severely, most of us wished ourselves baclk

¥

at Morehead, I was in the rcar vessel, the other one was out of our

gight ahead of use The crew as well as the passengers were becoming so
ﬁuch frightened that it alammed the captaine.

Mr, Wilson, an old member from Burke County, sat not far from me
¥as wet from head to foot with spray from the waves as they dashc.act over
our frail bacl, his hair dripping anﬂ Mr. Hicks from Clay County sat

ext to me. He was a pilous young man and he leaned over and said %o

in a very earnest {one, "Dr. If I ever live to put my fool on terra

irn$’ again, I will never leave it*,
It required two hands constantly at work to bail the water out as

gt as 1t came in. When we got in sight of the island and began to




hope we would soon land and be oult of danger, directly on top of a

wave We were brought in speaking distance of our other host, re-

turning. The captain told us he could not land and we turned and came

back with him to the nearest point of land where vessels could cntere ' [

Here we landed and went speedily to a house In sight and built up a

good fire and warmed and dried ourselvess

When the gale blew over on the evening we rcturned to Beaufort 233

and spent the night and ti{&n back to Morchead City next day.

In our voyage we passed a vessel and near it were three or four i

men out in the Sea., They had fallen overboard. I expected to sec our

captain stop and offer them some assistance but he paid no more at-

tention to them 'th?a/n he would to many dogs.

I am satisfiled that a seafaring life is a hard life.

How true the old proverb.

MMan?s inhvmanity to man has made countless millions mourn®.

As we hasten on through this checkered life, we see so much that

is abhorrent to the better feelings and which forces us to believe that

truth in its simplicity has bubt few advocates, We often think of the

trite saying=="A Liec will travel a leaguc, while truth i1s getting his

trousers onll,

But we are glad to remember what Bryant says about the final out=

come of trubhe It reads this wWaye

"Iruth crushed to earth, -shall rise again,

The eternal years of God are hers, ' , 5

While error, wounded, writhes in pain,

i
a3
And dies among her worshippers'a 1

William Cullen Bryant



Proposition to make big money

A propogition to make big moncy without taking into consideration
the principles involved in ite.

During the time I was a Special Agent P.C.D., I traveled from
Yashington to East Tennessee with a very intelligent and well educated
gentleman, who after becoming well acquainted with me, and on learning
that I had been for years President Johnson's daughtert!s (Mrs. Stover)
fanily physician and that President Johnson and I had been Eersonéﬂ.
friends for twenty-five years—-this man became very commmicative—
¥ were traveling through from Lynchburg in a long winler night in a
sleeper.

He showed me how he had made a great deal of money by posting
Mnself in regard, as he called, "As o how the cat would jump",~-~in
‘dvance of all competitors.

He said, "Now if through your friend, Mrs. Stover, you can find
‘aut the princlple movements of the Administration on the Chessboard--
mh important things as I will ask you in Cipher, and your answer to
be the same way; I can malke all the money we would both need in a long
]ife time. T will give you half of it and the sum would amount to so

¢h each month it would make your head swimM,

I told him at once I could not do ite I said, "Money made that

Ly would not stick, it is not righthe I said, "Andy Johnson would

gnﬁ.ss. me from office the next day". This declaration terminated

._e:discussion on that subjecte. This interview learned me scmething

'il_ad not lmown before; that is, in this boasted, highly civilized
fud highly christianized country, a great many highly educated men
1l make ventures to a mass fortune without giving a thought aboub

¢ method to accomplish it.
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The Johnson Monument 235

At the beginning of this imperfect sketch, I gave notice that

I would ignore all method and style, but I have to confess that I SR

have gone beyond what I intended and have in many ways becdme so v

careless and indifferent that I do not lmow how to apologize for it.
The Jolmson Monwment at Raleigh, N. C,
By reviewing what I have so hurr:izi.ly written, I find I failed to
mention ﬁhe monument to the memory of President Jolmson?!s father in

the proper place. So, I will hastily inscribe a few lines here, r

showing the part I ook in it and etcs
No one unacquainted with the war and i%ts results can appreciate
the demoralization and the ubter confusion which then reigned every
“where in the South just after the close of the war. - |
| There was a great rush from the North aund from the West to

' Raleigh-—strangers coming on every train, and as Andrew Johnson was

then President of the United States and had first seen the light of
day in bthe ¢ity of Raleigh, it was natural that they should want to
see the house he was born in and also to visit his father!s grave.
When I was located at Raleigh as Special Agent of the Post
0ffice Department and being an Fast Tennessean and a personal and
intimate friend of the Président, the people at the holtels and all
over the city soon got to referring strangers to me for infor=
mation in regard to ithe President, his history and etc. I took

pleasure in conducting these strangers around and imparting to them

@11 the information I could gather. In visiting the old log house
1n which he was born, so many of them wWould split off small pieces
to carry away and the house was pretty nearly destroyed during the

first year after I went there.



4And when I went with them to the grave of his father, I :E'ound_l
it without a stone as large as my hand to mark his last resting
place. Having been an old line Whip before the war and always
voting against Andrew Johnson, I was much prejudiced against him
unbll the war brought us together as widon men. I had read much
in Whig papers aboul Johnson being of such low origin--that his
people were not only poor, but mean and dishonest, I took pains to
satlsfy myself abou;b these conflicting stories. I found that they
" stood about as fair with their neighbors as other men, in the same

humble walks of lifa.

His father Jacob Johnson had for years been teller in the Bank

of Haleigh and held this position when he died,

He lost his 1life in the following memmer. Mr. Henderson,_ a
friend of Mrs Johnson, and several other gentlemen were out a few
miles from Ralelgh fishing., Jacob Johnson was on shore and saw
Mr. Henderson fall from the boat and was struggling to keep fr.om
drowning=~-not being able to swim, Mr. Johnson at the risk of his
own 1life, swam to him and saved his Llife, bub in doing so he ex-
posed himself, that he never recovered from it, but died of the
BXpoSurs,

When I saw the condition of his grave, I conceived a plan for
erecting a plain monument, of native North Carolina granite, to be
placed over his grave, inasmuch as Andrew Johnson, a North
Carolinian, had recently been placed in the highest office in the
gift of the peoples I knew there werel enough of us, who had been

appointed to good paying positions by the President, if half of
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them would chip in a nice Little subscription, we could erect the
monument and never feel it.

I wrote to the Prosident what I had thought of doing and told
him that T did not wanit him to take any part in it, but if the pro=-
Jject met his approval, he could indicate it by writing me a sult~
able eplitaph to be placed upon the monument. He very soon sent me

the inscription, giving the date of his father's birth and death

(both of which I have forgotten), and closing with this sentence,

(w
ColX)

When I received this I wrote a subscription and headed it with

"He lost his 1life in saving the life of his friend®.

a liberal sum and I carried it around and I soon had the amount that
IMr. King, the contractor, said it would cost. He weﬁt at once to
work and it was not long wntil he could appoint a day to unveil the
monument.

In the meantime I had kept the President posted in regard to
the progress with thre monument and he had accepted my invitation
to visit his old home at Ralclgh and be present with several
merbers of his Cabinet at the wavelling of the monument.

I had gotten on fairly well with all that pertained to this
delicate matter made delicate by Congress fighting the President—-
this fact made him enemies and not a few of them were showing their
hand in Raleigh., I could plainly see that anything that was ate
tempted to be done favorable to him, or even recognizing him as
the Chief Executive of the Nation, was not to be recelved with

favor, The Legislative and Judicial Departments of the Government

were pitted against the Executive and they were unable to muster

HY0
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FEY.

tn Jmmense nunber of friends. I Delieved the President was right
and T believe so today.
To carry out my 'Monumental" enterprise under these disw
cou.raglng cir (J.mstances was the ®tug of wars This was the “cruci-

W Preafout WM viald & RWF\

Nl )

I wanted an appropriation made by the City Council to defray

cal moment“

the expenses of the Presidential Party and to make them guests of

- the city while they remained with us. I tried to secure the services

of some prominent citizens of Raleigh, whe might have influence with
the members of the Council, to go before them at their next meeting
and lay the matter before them, but I could not find mo one willing

to do ite I lmew their objections as well as if they had told me. 238

"Ih_ey were afraid it would not be a popular movement. Here was an p

:émargency. I had invited the party to come and they had accepted - '

-_to come and no arrangements to pay expenses would never do,

From a school boy, I was always so iimid and so easily em-

ﬁarraSSed, it scared me into 'brfrrﬁaling to attempt to speak in
jmhl_ic, but I had no other recourse than to go before the City
:_G'ouncil myself at its next meeting and make the best speech I could
in favor of the appropriation, and I sucoeeded in petlting it passed.

Yo appointed the Lith day of June 1867 as the day to unveil the

ﬁnnument .

I then went to Dr. Hawkins, Presidenl of the Raleigh & Gaston

Eﬁlroad; and got an order for a special train to meet the party at

¥eldon on the state line on the 3rd of June and bring them to



I went with this train and on the Yith the monument vas un~
veiled and stands over the remains of Jacob Johnson at the Cerﬁet&r;r
in Raleigh. The usual ceremonies were gane throuch with and
everything passed off in fine stylec.

On the arrival of ‘the party at the depot at Haleigh on the 3rd
there was a very large-concourse of people asscmbled and the
President made them a short speech, and then with msic and banmers
the large procession passed.through the principal streets to the
~ Yarborough House where the President was again called on and made a

speeche  The next day, 5th of June, we attended the Commenccment at

- Chapel Hill.

The professovs and students met us at the outskirts of the town
__.Hhere there were speeches made by Mr. Seward, Mr. Rondall and Mr.
Johnson, These speeches were made more.than 26 years ago but I can
distinctly remcember the substance of a few senbences in President
Johnson's advice to the students. I do not pfetend 0 quote his
#ords, ‘t;ut the meaning was something like this.

iTo you young men who are seeking information, fiting yours

- gelves to become useful citizens in your day and generation, I

. would love ‘o give you a word of encouragement to press on for what

you are struggling for is well worth having. It is what I have felt
the need of all ny lifee If any of you are poor, I would.ea.mestly
advise you not teo look upon that as a misfortune--for in maxy
Instances it proves to be an advantage to throw a young man upon
his own resources, rather than to give him a part of a fortune to
begin with",
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T do not intend to illustrate this, by reference to my own
histoi'y, but I cammot refrain from saying for your encouragement,
that just 42 years ago I walked along this street, hunting me a
western home. I was without house and home and without an education
or friends, and all I owned on earth was the clothes I carried in a
lmapsack on my back and 10 and 6 pence in my pocket',

Then the students cheered him and I wept a 1ittle for the re-

cital of his sad history, so life like, touched my heart.

1520 Preston Street
Louisville, Ky., April 9, 1902

We are still at Louisville, We are talking and writing about

starting to our old home in Tennessee. We have made a much longer

visit here than we expected. We have been here over 6 months amd
now do not lmow Jjust when we will leave hé_re. We have enjoyed our
stay here very much, although the weather has been cold and bad most
“of the winter, but we have comfortable gquarters and did not suffer,

Today it is warmer and looks like springe. The balance of the April

' dzys have been cold and windye

Signs of degeneration in the human race—-physically, intellectu~
ally and morallye

I do not believe our great men as they are termed are equal, 211
things considered, to those on the stages of action, even B0 and 75
years ago, without mentioning and comparing such Statesmen as Henry

Clay, Daniel Webster and Calhiown and Benton with Sherman and
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McXinley and Cleveland and Stephenson.,
And where are the lawyers to compare with James R. Dodge on the
one hand and Hillsman, Swain and Deves on the othor-~all North

Carolina lawyers?

Below I will give the sparring they had at one of their Western

North Carolina Courts.

James Re Dodge on one side of an dmportant suit and Hillsman,
Swain and Dewes on the other. A= Dodge was concluding his long and
able argument, Dewes, who was to follow him for the other side, left
on the table the following epitaph on an atborncy:

WHere lics James Re Dodge,

Who dodged all geod,

ind dodged all evil, -

‘But af'ter dedging all he could,

He could not dodge the Devil.®

On sitting down at the table Dodge read the above lines and

hastily drew a piece of paper to him and wrote the following epitaph

on three attorneys: - <;F%iﬂ«u\4%LuLQLr£¢
"Here lies a Hillsman and a Swain, % 06'
n Ch&m@l%z>

Let their lot no man choose,

They lived in sin and died in pain,
and the Devil got his dues',

Legislature of South Carolina 2/3s negrocs.

In speaking of reconstruction, while 1 was Special Agent of the
Post 0ffice Department with headquarters at Raleigh, Ne C., I should

have shown what a change was suddenly made in the great body of the




lay makers in the Southern States and what effect it had all over
'fhe south.

It was worse I think in the State of South Garoiina than any
other state. When the negroes were enfranchised and made eligible
to hold office-~this made them very bold and impudent, especially
.where they were in a large majority as they were in South Carolina,
The I%‘%cr South, the more ignorant the negro seemed to be and the
rore ignorant, the more impudent, as a rule.

I visited the Capitol, at Columbia, with Postmaster Janney to
witness what I never had seen before, to witness a State i.egislature
in session with two-thirds of its members in each house negroeg=—-
not intelligent educated colored men, bubt most of them common,
IiJ.'I.iterate cotton field and colbon hands and some of them very bad
fnigpers't.

Following is an illustration of what some of them were capable

“of doinge Quite a number of these new law makers boarded with some

“d'iscreputable colored women in the suburbs of the city; one evening
vhen the train arrived from Augusta, a Route Agent had some paékages
"Ihe vanted to deliver to parties 1living a little beyond where these
.:women lived and Mre. Smith, the principal cierk in the Post 0Office,
h:i.ndly proposed to show him the way, as he was golng to his supper.
:Hh:'le they were passing these houses,™the Leglslators® ran out with

_pistols in their hands to shoot them, and seeing they were about to

- ghoot, the RoutfAgent ran but Mr. Smith saild to them, "we mean no

_,h-irm, you know me, I hand out mail to you at the Fost Office every




day. We are going to deliver packages just beyond here®., "Q! you are
liars, you have come around here to run us away from our womén". And
young Siith saw one of them was about to shoot him and he threw hime
self dowm into a gulley that had been washed out by the side of the
wé.lk, and this was big Burley negro who walked up and shot him like
he was a dog and ldlled hime This young man, about 19 years old, was
the only support of a widowed mother who had her house and all she
owmned burned up the night General Sherman's Army burned the city of
Columbia, amounting to 1,185 houses. _

I happened in Colwmbia when this murderer was tried and saw him
acquitted for this foul wnprovoked muirder.  The Neltons were his
atlorneys. These men did all they could, fair ahd unfair, to clear
this negro who they kmew was gullty of a foul unprovoked murder and
an outraged cormmmity had to submit to it.

Operation on Esquire Johnson, Chairmen County Court.

I overlooked an important operatlon I performed on the chairman
of the Court of Johnson County ysars ago, had half a dozen steato~
matl}s tumors on his head. One was about as large as my fist or a
little larger while others were about half as large or larger than
the average. They had been slowly increasing in size for a long
while, but gave him but 1little trouble until I extracted them, as hc
cold stand them no longer. He had been confined at his homo about
7 niles from (Taylorsville), now Mounbain City., He heard that T was

“in the city and sent for me, as he said T had performed several.

opergtions successfully in his neighborhood.
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I rode out next day in company with several friends who
wished to see the operation performed--for at that time-=S0
vears ago very few operations had been performed in that county.
On examination of the tumors, I found there was ne malignency
about them and I proceeded at once to take them out. The
operation required time and care, but was done without any
accldent. After the operation, we ate a good dimner and Esqe.
Johnson paid me my bill-j38,00-and we returned to town. The
Squire recovered in a few days, so as to rdide to towm, and his
most intimate friends did not lmow hime He looked s0 much betber
after the tumors were taken off.

(I write this at Louwisville, Ky., February 25, 1902),

Fort Sumpter after its fall on 13th of April, 1861

Tlk Parlc, Na Ce, March 1, 1894, I see by hastily reviews
ing what I have so carclessly and hastily writlen, that Ilve
failed to say anything about my visit te "The Ruins of Fo;t
'Sumpter", in company with George MNason, Postmaster at New Berne,
North Cafolina. Mre Nason had accompanied me on a long tour of
inspection of the Post Offices in the State of South Carolinag and
we arrived in Charleston on a very het day (17th July), 1869, We
put up at the Mills House and after being ncatly shaved at a
Barber Shop and taldng a bath, we chartered the #Yacht Elenor¥
and started to Fort Sumpter. We had great trouble in reaching

there, on account of contrary winds. TFte. Sumpter--or what was

once Ft, Swpter--is U=1/2 miles from the City of Charleston
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and we Wwere two hours in reaching there. We passed Castle Pinckney,
Fts Ripley and saw Fse Moultrie on Sullivans Island to our left,

and Morris and James' Island to our righte.

We could see no%hing on the island where Ft. Suspter once
stood but a pile of ruins. This was one of the most notible Places
at one time in the United Statess. The greabt War of the Rebellion
commenced by the Rebels firing on Ft. Sumpter on the 13th of April,
1861, It was defended by Col. Anderson with a small forcee. The
Confederatés kept up the bombardment until the fort was demolisheds 2l )

Destructlon and death in the family of William Shell on ac~
count of liquore.

I have read many tragic and thrilling accounts in portrayal
of the evils of the liquor traffic; but none more heart rending
than what I will here relate, which came under my own observation

at Elizabethton, Tennessee, in the family of William Shell, Sr.,

vwho was then and is still a citizen of that town;

I will premise what I have to relate by stating that Mr. Shell
is a man of strong common sense~-mugh above the average. He had
half dozen sons, onc of two grown=-all drank liquor, and often to
£XCeS5,

About 30 years apo a misunderstanding arose between the boys

and some other young man of the town, and a considerable amount of

sharp words passed between them. OShortly after this they, with

many others, wers at a com shucking where liquor flowed freely.

As they returmed to town and near to Shelltfs house, they pgot

~




into a fight which resulted in the death of George Shell, oldest

son of William Shell, and came near being the end of William Shell.

alsos I was senl for immediatelys T had only a quarber of a
mile te goe When I reached there, George was breathing his last,
with his throat éut from ear to ear. |

I turned immediately tc his father who was lying on the
floor with friends around him. He was stzbbed danperously in two
or three places and was bleeding internally so profusely that it
told so on his pulée., I could scarcely feel il at the wrilst.
From all symptoms, I did not believe he could live more than twenty
or thirty minutes and I notified him of his condition and I said,
"If you want to talk to your wife, or anyone else, you must be
quicle about it, for you have bul a few minutes te live",

He drew a long breath and said, "twm me over," and we did
50 gently, keeping him in thal position for hours--for by the
time the minutes were qut, in which I had expected him to die, T
found reaction taking place. His pulse began to return and I
encouraged him not 4o move. I placed a grard over him with in= -
structions tc not let anyone talk to him, nor to let him use the
_' least exertion.

My theory of his recovery is this=~in turning him over, some
miscle was drawn over the blceding oriface and keeping him exactly
in the same position, it acted as well as if my finger had been
i"_ pressing on the orafice 2ll the time we kept him in that position.
- As he had a first rate constitution, 1t enabled the extravisated

.'clood to be absorbed and carried out of the system.




!

He finally recovered and has enjoyed fairly good heal;oh
ever since and is today at the advanced age of ?5 years, as well
and hearty as a man of that age could expect to be.

Then .in about the year 1889 T went on the same train with
this same William Shelll!s son, (Tom), to Johnson City., We ar-
rived there at li P. M. “I put up at my brothers. Tom went
immediately to a saloon, where he soon got drunk, and about dark
he got into the drack of the E. T, Virginia and Georgia R, Re,
and the east bound train ran over him and mutilated him worse
than I have ever seen anyone befors or sinces. I went to sce
him that night, as did several other docters. Both legs were

cub off above the ankles, only helding by ligaments; one broken

in two other places above and below the kneey The other thigh

was broken and his hip out of place. We took him home to

Elizabethton next morming, where I ampubated both limbs and did
everything possible for him for two weeks, when he was relieved

of his suffering. I had expected him to die every daye.

e

How he continued to live so long could only be attributed to

[
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his excellent constitution. Five voters are yet left in that
“family, and at each rebturning election they all come up re=
gularly and deposit their ballots in the box in favor of con~
tinmuing the liquor traffic; and they are all men of gcood common
sense.

How long must these things continuel

Elk Park, North Garolina - May 2, 189
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The widespread dissabisfied condibion of the masses is to
ne alarming. Tt undoubtedly forbodes some direful evil, soon to

fall upon us as a nation, Are these troubles senl upon us to

hurble us? As a free and independent people, I fear we have not
lived up to our great opportunities. My opinion is that if the

fundamental principles placed in our Cousbitution had been

strictly adhered to, the people of the Unlted States toddy would

have been the happicst and best contented and most prosperous

of any part of the world. "All power is adherent in the people!. ¢

What glorious declarationl And what balm it should be to any

wound. We are moroc than ever reminded of the sacred words, MIs

there no halm in Gillead, is there no physician there"? The

balm is here, imbedded in the fundamental law of our land, but

the physicians have departed.

. The polilticiansg have ignorcd the people and have bound them

with such i‘étters, it seems they can't get loose,

The Signs of the Times indicate that & revolution is con- '

fronting us. Whalt the outcome may be we cannot tells The common

weal of industrial amgy nuweberding many thousands all. over the

country are moving towards Washington. Gen. Coxey is in the city

with his army. It looks like a very Ffoolish movement, yebt 1t may

be the beginning of the great war between labox and capital, which

has been threatened for years.

I have lost all confidence in the average politician. When ‘

our Governmend was established, our Nevolutionary Ancestors were
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Patriotic and could be relied upon in any emergency but as a rule

our leaders are selfish and corrupt te an extent that is alarming

to the well wishers of the Republic. Many of them can be bought

for pricel
" Elk Park, North Carolina August 17, 1894 | 247

After the longest and most turbulent session cver held, the
Congress, a few days ago, passed what they call the "™Wilson Tariff
Bill", But it is the Wilson Bill with six hundred amendments which
so mutilates it, and changes it that its frionds won't recognize it,

A majority of the people, T think, hope the paséage of the bill
(while it is not satisfactory for anybody) will settle things for
awhile, and that business will begin to pick up in many localities,
notwithstanding the great divergent interest of the people, which
overweaning interest is, to my mind, clearly based upon our over
wrought pelitical and speculative feeling, rather than for the
pretended advancement of the good of the country.

T wish to insert a few lines he:c.'e_. expressive of my opinion in
regard to our troubles, outside of our political affairse. The
following thoughts came to my mind day before yesterday and T
hastened to write them down with pencll, occupying but two minutes,

As the people of the United States became more and more
prospercus for the last several decades, they alsc became more et~
travagent and full of speculation, As a general rule, they were
not centent ko let well enough alone-—cspecilally has this been so

since the ware. This spirlt of speculation swept over the country,

infecting all classes, more or less.




Mitlions were invesving in booming town sites, within the last

T

tuwo years, and in varlous othoer impract'bié speculations, The
loﬁe of money ran riot over the whole land and but few escaped its
baneful influences

It never will be possible to tell the enormous amount of money
spent on account of the world!s fair at Chicago--counting the prepa=~
ration in money; time, hotel énd railroad expenses, etc, It dis
often estlmated to have cost the people of the United States alom,
not less than one blllion dollars,.

Then add o the foregoing items, the vast amount of twenty-
four hundred millions of dollars, handed over the counters, of
two hundred and forty thousand saloons in the United States in the
last two years. And then to lmow these immense sums of money never
done one dimes worth of good to our country and might as well have
been thrown intce the sea. It makes us hold our breath in amisement

at tho stupidity tof the most enlightencd Nation on the Earth®,

If all these vast sums of money, so fdolishly spent, édﬁld be
gathered up now and properly managed by competent men for the im-
provement of morals and general upbuilding of all interests deing

the preatest good to the greatest number®, it would start in

ﬁotion all the wheels of every factory of all kinds in the whole

country and give werk at falr remmerative prices to all the

hundreds of thousands of people new unemployed, both men and women,
And build a school housc in eﬁgé Civil District in the United

States and hire competent teachers for 50 years to come; and give

LA
the [Keely curs to cvery dewmkard in the land.
, A .
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Then the disheartened and downtrod masses would take courage and
would soon be willing to hecar the Gospel and the Churches would
begin to prosper and genuine Christianity would rapidly épread all
over the land. |
When all the ministers of cvery name and order shall become
emanecipated and throw off their yoke of bondage to the old license
parties and determine to "declare the whole Councill of GodP, then
we will be in sight of victory. 0, for a motto over every pulpit
in the lands "Have the courage of your conviciionsY. 249
The War of the Rebellion is Epitomel's
How carcless I have been in pemning this imperfect sketchs I
find I have left out any notice of an occurrence which I should
have made a more important part of the history of Temnessee ‘than o

has ever been written and thal is the unsuccessful attempt to es-

tablish the State of "Frankland” or (TFranklin) by John Sevier, e

afterwards for twelve years, Governor of Temnessee. | ‘
This attempt culminated in a battle bebween my great grand-

father, John Tipton and John Seviclts This battle was thie War of

Rebellion in "epitome". (See Andrew Johnson's home speech in the
Scnate of the U, S. in 1860), This battle was fought abt the then

home of Tipton, about 1=1/2 miles south of where Johmson City now

stands on the 28th day of Fcbruary 1708.
I will here give a very short oral history of the battle and
what caused it, gathered from old men and women who distinctly re~

. e
membered all facts they detaileds My Uncle Abraham Jobe was one U“E‘a"’ “’“fg‘f‘:.,""""
S R
of my informantse He was aboubt 50 years old when he told me all %\?:,t '\I.\‘_.{-;(_._)
(e



about the batile, IHe lived only about a mile from Tiptons and heard
the guns plainly. I am 77 now bub was about 10 or 20 when he told

me these things. Another one of the old people I talked to about

this battle was old Aunt Susan Tipton, wife of Uncle Samy Tiphon, i
who was the oldest son of Cols John Tipton, who fought the memorable
battle with Gov. Sevier.
Uncle Sammy Tipton owned the land on which Elizabethton stands

and a considerable amount adjacent thercto, This land came to
"incle Sammy Tipton! in the division of the lands of my great grand-
father Tiptons. I have heard old people of that time say that %0ld
Cole John Tipton", at one time, in the hasty setiling of the Watauga
Valley, owned nearly all the land frem two miles up Doe River above
Elizabethton to the mouth of Buffaloe, where little Joe Tipton once

Rade '
lived on the hill overlooling Watauga Point:k ™. § . i

Col, Jobn Tipton was one of the prominent men who first settled 250

in'watauga‘valley. _He was an Indian fighter as was also his
[”entagonist Sevier; and they were both valliant soldiers at the
battle of Kings Mountain, where the tide of the Revolution turned ‘?if
in favor of America, whlch for months before had been one series
of disasters to the few patricts who were defending their homes R
against the invasions of the British. Dut when Eerguson fell at ;

Yings Mowntain, it put new life into the Spartan bands.

Cols Tipton!s sons were Sarnmel, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jonathan,

William, Thomas and John. Some of them were in the Battle of Kings

Mountain and one was killed at "St, Clairs Defsath,

Col, Tipton was a great lover of fine horses. He brought

several imported horses with him from Shenandoah Valley, Virginia,




the "Jrish Gray! and Diomeads'. The fastest horse ever lmown in this
country was Tipton's fold Irish Gray". I can remember only 5 of my
great grandfa.thersasons, Isaac, Jonathan, William, John and Thomas,
who was ny mother's father, Isaac never married, he cwned a fine
body of land seve:;al hundred acrss below Elizabethton, Jonathan
married a Miss Williams and sebtled in Blount Countys. In after
years, I became acquainted with two of his sons, Caswell & Guincy,
William, better lmown as (Revolutionary Billy) lived and died on
Little River near the line of Knox and Blount Countles. He was :.nz

"

the Naval Service in the War of the Revolublion and was so badly, m
re 251

wounded in a battle on the sea that the commanding officer orde

5

him thrown overboard as the surgeons decided -'t.'rlere were no hope
recovery in hils case, but a comrade from his own country, by the
name of Whitson, begged for him to be kept upon the ship for two
days, and if no better, then to be thrown into the watery grave,

At the end of two daﬁrs they had some¢ hopes for him and the surgeons
came again to his side and he was saved snd lived to an old age.

I remember secing him at church on Little River shortly before he
died.

Before closing nmy imperfect acoount of the part my maternal
grandfather toole in public affairs in the first settling of the now
famous Watavga Valley, I must make it a 1ittle more perfect by
hastily telling the cause of the battle between Tipton and Sevier.
Mnd also toll of Tiptonls famous ride from Knoxville home, 108
miles in one day, withbt’rb' changing horses.

On page 249 T say; the battle between Tipton and Scvier was the

e
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War of the Rebellion in gpitome", for Sevier, without aubthority ?} (ff‘z
from either the State of Worth Carolina, or the United States,
divided that portion of what was then North Carolina, "West of

the Mountains” into counties and appointed {or clected) the ncces-

Sa.ry O.Lf].COI"S o carry on a State Goverrment and named it Franklin,

(or Frankland) and put the machincry in motion by sending out his

sheriffs to collect htaxes to carry on hl.; govurnment)b fmm%

When the sheriff came to rmy grandfather, who was a b:.g tax-
payer, he refused to pay--saying "I am a c¢itizen of North Carolina
and will pay taxes to the authority of that statells The sheriff
reported to Sevier, who lived in one of the lovrer‘counties, that
Tipton refused to pay taxes and encouraged others not to pay, and
Sevier raised an army and commenced marching on Tipton to coerce
him into obedience. Tipton, with vhat friends lived near enough

to him, forted in the "Tipton house'——maldng port holes to shoot Haiq

In time to Jjoin the 1ittle brave band in the housc the moment

they were cmerging from the house after being fired upon by
Sevierts men.

Tt snowed very rapldly-~so a man could not be secn 50 yards
off, as they approached the house., This continued but a few
minutes and stopped a1l at once. Then, the firing cormenced.
The first gun fired was at a woman who had been sent out of the

house %o the spring after water and that brought on the general

engagement




The fighting continued but for a few minmutes after Tipton

and his men rushed out and Jjolned Pembertons Regimenle A few

were kil;ed and several wounded on both sides. & great many of ;

Seviert!s moen were taken prisoners, including Sevier and his two

-~

sonse Scvier was sent under puard bo Morganton and delivered to

the authorities of Norih Carolina. Court was in session 1heree

Another version is that Ivis friends rescued him before he reached

Horganton, by Dr. Croshy!s influences

So cnded the State 5f Franlklin and the State of Tennessec

was admitted into the Union in June, 1796 covering the samc

territory after it was cocded 4o the United States,

Not *"my grandfatherts hat", but my grandfatherts ride, GCol,

John Tipton continued living in the same historic house for many

years after this memorable battle was feupght and his remains lie

buried theres During these years a man rode up to his gate and

asled for to buy 1/2 pint of whiskey, saying he was sick,

Grandfather told him he had none for sale, bul as he was sick he

would give him a glass of liquor, and he placed it on the table

before hine He drank it and laid the price of it on the table i“l

and rede off and pot a warranlt against him for selling him a

half pint of whiskey, and obtained judgement against him, He ap~

pealed it from court to. court wntil it was finally decided against

him in the Supremc Cowrt at Fnoxville. The fine, costs, lawyers

He paid this big

fees, ctce, amomnted to one thousand dollars,

amount in gold at daylight at his hotel in Fnoxville and rcached




home at darlke-riding the sane horse "Pawnch", the whole route _j,
108 miles in one day. The next morning in place of finding
him dead, (as might have been expected), on turning him oub of

the stablc he was as playful as a colt Jjust being from the

pasture, Horses were horses in those dayse.

The youngest son of Col. John Tipton was John, who inheri-
ted the noted home of his fathér and owned it during his lifebime.
lle represented Washington County in the Stabte Legislature several
seszions and was a competitor of John Blaly more than once for a
seat in Congress, but as I remember, was defeated by a gmall
majority. He ﬁas elected to the State Senate several times and
was speaker of the Senate in 183l;, and during the session he
died and was buried at Nashville,

I inscrt thoe above incident in regard to the lawsuit about
the sale of vhiskey to show that the question of the licuor
traffic in politics was there more than one hundred years ago,
and the two old parties talk about it now as though it was just
now being introduced, With them, it is anything to keep the
people from agitating the question.

I was poing to school at Nelson'ts Camp Ground, where

Jomson City now stands and boarding at Uncle Abraham Jobels

during the last canvass betwecn Uncle John Tipton and JUthBlairo

I remenber his taldng dinner with us ome day and on his bheing

introduced to my brother John and myself, as his relatives from

Blount County. He remarked that my brothier was closer akin o
him than I was because his name was John,

The last time I saw him was in Jonesboro in 1834, the day he




was elected to the State Senate for the last time. %j @
I have often had occasion to speak of the imperfect and
meaper history of Tennessee. Especially is the history of Tast
Tennessee unsatisfactory and here is where the most exciting
incidents occurred. This section furnished some of the noblest
and bravest men-~-true patriots and heroes. Men were less selfish
in those days.
I think it due %o the memory of my kinsman, Cols John Tipton
‘to relate here an incident that happened in the Legislature of
Temmessee, while Cols Tipton was a member, as told to me by my
Uncle Abraham Jobe and other reliable old men of that perdod.
During the session a United States Senator was to be elected
arcl it became Imown during the balloting that neither of the
contestants could be elected; and in looking around for a “Dark
Horse", a sufficient number of members centered on Col. Tipton
as their choice and signed a paper requesting him to allow his
name to be put in nomination. Col. Tipton locked over tite names
calling him to the high and bhen honorable position, sat down
and wrote them a polite note thanldng them in fitbting terms
for their kindness, etc., but declined to accept the position,
because he had been sent to the Legislature for a certain
purpose and believing whoever might come to £ill his place

micht fail to accomplish the-desired Legislation, he couldnet

éisert his post at such a critical time.

Where would we find a peolitician who would refuse such an
offer in these corrupt days?

We have written history and oral history. I have heard
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during my boyhood a great deal of wwritten history of Last

Tennessec that was very interesting to mes I do not refer here
to cxbravagent and unreliable reports, without regard to their
foundation, but tiia'b Iind that was vouched for and that came in
and was confirmed by factses I learned a great deal from ny

father, mother and from my grandfather and grandmother Tipton, I

can't remember much aboub wy grandparents on my fatherls sidee Ny

father was born September 15, 1785 and died May 8, 1868 » ag03~8-2,

My mother was born fugust 27, 1791 and died May 26, 106, age .
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Of § brothers, at last accounts I have only 2 lelt-—John and ) - -

73=9=-ms They both died in Georgia and were buried there.

Jacob, both living in Texas. 6 are dead--David, Isaac, Samuel,

Washington, Jefferson and Tipton. JIf any of my sisters are dead,

I have not heard of it. I heard from my oldest sister (Emaline

Wheeler) a foew days ago. She is well, at the age of 83,

T am 77 and Saphronia is 6%. We have becn married over 50
years. How nmch we owe to a merciful providence for protracting

our lives to such a good old age, to sec ouwr children all come

Yo maturity and settled in lifec.
But I am made sad tonight, while watching over my dear wife,

ag she lies swifering from a f£all she got Just after dark night

before last lst of April, which I feared would prove fatal., Thc

injury is in her right hip and lege I sent for Dre Lanc and we

feared all night that the neck of the femer was brokens She ' L

suffercd such cxcrutiating pain, we could not examince her thoro-

ughly. Yesterday morming we hoped the great pain was in the




sciatic nerve. I scnt to Lilizabethton for Dr, Hunter and he confirmed
our diagnosise. She is now resting well as we could expect but I
can't help feeling anccious about her.

F April 6th - Have given up my practice, am in constant attendance
on my ?ﬁ.fe, day and night, as she has to be moved often and that with
greatest cares

June 6, 1895 - Tt 1s now over two months since the sad accident
and my wife is so far recovered that she can walk over the house with-
out her crutches and has ventwred o walk inte the garden several
times.

June 6, 1895 = Having a little more time now, not belng so over~
whelmed with family cares and anxiebies, I will from timo time to
~add a 1ittle to my short skebch of my busy life.

November 27, 1896 - On the morning of the 6th of June, {(the date
given above) the sky was clear, the air was balmy; all our surround-
ings seemed more encouraging than usual, bul in less than 2l houfs
our youngest Jdaughter, Sallie Gibson'!s son was born. From that
doleful night for six months, the da.{:‘}mess and gloom of death were
spread over that house, One night at any hour of the night we pass
along the street and see from one to four lamps burning,

The extra care and watchfulness was divided between the mother
and the child for many weeks and when the mother's condition im=-
proved, that of the child's was protracted for six months e
Doctors and everyone who éaw him had no idea he cowld live. He was

more trouble than any 40 children I have ever seen, This same

little boy, David J. Gibson, {(named for his grandfather, Dre Gibson,)

1s now 17 monbhs old and is fat and sancy and rapidly deweloping,
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both in body and in mind. He is the idol of our family. During
his siclmess he became so emaclated, he was literally and truly
slkcin and bone, His lmces and other joints looked so large that
his legs and other 1limbs loolked like pipe stems. All was done

for him that woney,care and close atbention could dos After

exhausting all available meaus ncar home, We sent repcatedly

to New Yorlk, Ste Louis and other cities for remcdies highly re-
commended by physicians and friénds.

For years I had indulged and hoped that when age began
to creep on me, if my life through the dispensation of Provi-
dence should be spared, I would retire from active life--sit
down at my ease and btogether with my worthy wife, we would en=-
Jjoy our meditations together, bubt it seems that accumulations of
cares have been increased with the lapse of years.

There are 8 in our family here and 15 at Elizabethton,
counting children and grandchildren and ons great grandchild and
12 at Johnson City, making 35 and for the last 2 years, I have
been képt prebty busy ruming back and forth between these
points, if not always to see the sick, it would be to attend te
other natbters=—-the most of it to Dudleys at Jolmson City. For
these recited reasons, I have been unable to give any time to
writing this sketche I have not been able, for want of time, to
answer letters from regular correspondenus. 1 am duec a lebter
to my brother, Dr. John Jobe of Gonzales, Texas, and one overdue

to cousin Sarah A. Gibson, of Gin San Corhes,




Perhaps it might be as well to leave oub any reference to
an cpisode in life's uncertain jourmey, but I will briefly allude
to it here, hoping it may be the means of warming to all who may
read these Llines to steer clear of owning and running a steam
Saw Mill, There is no business that I have personal lknowledge
of that brings a man into convact with so many and often im-

possible men, and it is of itself a delusive business. The mill

man 1s compelled to be too much in the power of commisslon men

in the cities and in all ny dealings with them for about 5 years,
I never found but one who I could trust. I was in partnership
with 1y son, EFe Do Jobe, under the firm name of A, Jobe and Son,
Ee Do Jobe and He We Snyder, wider the firm name of Jobe and
onyder, bought a large double mill and took the contract to
furnish gross ties for the E.T«&W.N«C. Railroad from Johnson City
to Cranberry—at the time the road was being finished, say 1881~=
they made purchases of timber lands all along the line from
Johnson Clty to Cranberry, especially from Hampton to Elk Park,
North Carolina. They paid in advance for timber in mmt?
instances in order to get a bargain, knowing the price would in=-
crease as the road progressed to a finish, especially was this
50 in the purchase made of Alfred Johnson, of whom they bought
a large tract of timber. Johnson allowed them to go onto his
lands having the most inferior timber and finish sawing it wp
without any objectlon, but when they wanted to move the mill

onto the land with the fine timber, he refused to let them move




onto it, because the railroad had enhanced the price of the
timber, although he acicwowledged he had received a part of the
money for that identical timber. Sult was brought against
Johnson for the timber in Chancery Court and after litigation
in that court for 3 years,the chancellor, on a mere techni~
cality, decreed against Jobe and Snyder. They appealed to the
Supreme Goﬁrt and after much delay, it was decided in favor of
Jobe and Snyder, and not withstanding this decision and the
fact that Alfred Johnson was abundantly responsible, having a
large real estate begides personai property, the Clerk of the
Supreme Court issucd an execution against Jobe and Snyder for
#5450 costs, which amount I paid to the clerk (Reeves), and
Jobe and Snyder paid in lawyers fees $200,00 to St. John and
Taylor at Bristol who, though called on separately, often could
not put me in a way toc recover any part of this judgement against
Johnson. Yet we are told the Court House is the Temple of
Justices

Now I will take another case, a great deal was in iis op~

pression, comected also with the hateful lumber business, which

for fraud and downright robery, has no equal as far as my infar-
mation extends in ﬁhe written history of the country from the
time our Republic was fermed do the presenl time,

I am admonished to pubt these things on record from some
of the things which were developed in the years tha’ this
iniquity was adroitly kept in abeyance that Fe De Jobe and

everybody else might die or forget cverything and not be able




1o make any defence.
This was a Suit of Ejectment brought by the United States
Court at Asheville, N, C., by
Dwight M. Lowry
Vs
George W, Brown William Me Lewis
Berry Norrils William Snyder
Jo E, Storey E. D, Jobe
He De Gwin Ce Ae Grubd
Je E, Puirler Ja Ra Gilder
Mrs. Mary Cammon James H, Hardin
Jacob Evans William Hardin

R, E, Greer A. Jobe and others

Dwight Mo Lowery, of Philadelphia, acting as attorney for

Brosson sold land on the waters of Elk din the corner of Wataupga
County, North Carclina, to the Tenne-Va. and Ne Co Steel and
Iron Coe, and transferred his claim in this suit to Col, J o Go
Hasicill.,, President and Manager of the said company. The nature
of the summons that served on some of the above names was to
.get off the companies land or show cause for remaining on the
land at Asheville at the next regular term, This summons was re—
turned on the 30th of September, 1887,

The parties above who were swummoned regarded it as so trivial
a matter they pald no attention to 1%, and did not attend court in
person nor by atbtorney and several were not summoned, I know T
was not summoned. I was a non resident at the time I moved from

Elk Park to Eljigzabethton on the 1lth of April, 1887, E. D. Jobe




remained at Flk Park but knew nothing of any suit against him
at Asheville of any kind, although McDade Hampton, Agent for : E
the aforesaid Steel & Iron Co., and Tom Love, Attorney for said |
company, came around repeatedly for the purpose of compromising

with all the parties named above, except L, De Jobe, and did come

promise with them, or most of them, and in these vlsits meeting

_ with said Jobe, often they never vnamed o him that they had amy
claim against him, nor &id they name it to anyone, as far as we 260

have been able to learn. This clandestine worls went on for 7

or 8 years, so that every element of defense might be removed

when they made an attempt to collect this fraudulent Jjudgement

obtained in Aupgust, 1888 in the absence of defendant or attorney
for $5Q00,00 and costs of all 16, although mest of them had been
compromised before judgement was taken, and even their ate
torneyts fees were charged to Jobe-=that is, fees to the

companies attorneys.

This $500,00 judgement was allowed as damage to their lands.

There was no merit in this suit, even if swmmons had been served

for it was susceptible of proof that Jobe and Spyderi!s mill was

not on their land and that not a tree was molested 'b:;r Jobe,

George We Brown & Es Ds Jobe called on Sole Hensley, the
Deputy Marshall to try and convince him that while he had
summoned nearly all of the above list, that he had failed to

summons Ee De Jobe and A. Jobe. Hensley told them it had been

so long that he could not exactly remember about whetlier he had

served the process on E. Do Jobe, but thought he had, but he




lnew he did not summons Dre Jobe., E. Do Jobe got an injunction
against selling his property but the facts seemed to be against
him and the judgement was confirmed with the additional coste ,

During the impending of the injunction Hampton and Love

came to Elk Park and offered to compromise the suit for $400,00,

but Imowing that Jobe did not honostly owe one dollar of it, he
refused to corpromises It would have been money saved if he had
done it, as the s%_:uel shows. Col. Haskell sald all through the
case that he did not want teo collect money if it was not honestly
duc his company. When Col, Haskell retwmed from a trip to the
mountains, I hastened to Bristol and had a pleasani interview with 261
hin. I stated to him 211 the facts conterned with the case. I
showed him clearly what injustice would be done to my son if the
amount of thec judgement was 2llowed to be collecteds I told him
it all depended now on him-~that he had my son completely in

his power. GCol. Haskell believed I had given him a true accownt
covering ‘the whole case. He at once put his typewriter to write
to Moore & loore, his attorneys at Ashewville, telling them that

I was present and giving them ny version of the matter and telling
them that he was in favor of having a review of the case before

one of the judges, in Chambers, and to let the case stand as it

was until this was done. I then offered to compromise for the

800,00, which Hampton and Love had offered, and to pay whal
cost had accrued on the injunction suit.,

He sald he would ascertain whal cost would be incurred on




the review and if it would be considersble, he would then con~
sider my proposition., I waited about 10 or 15 days, expecting
to hear from him, but did not and soon afterward my son's
attorney wrote that Moore and Moore had placed the execiltion
in the hands of the HMarshall. |

I then went to Asheville (as Dudley cou.n})}r/mt leave home)

to see what could be done in this dire calamity. I found every-

thing was turned over to these cormoranté, the money hungry
attorneys. The whole amowit of the judgement, interest and cost
amounted to aboubt nine hundred dollars in round numbers, and
every dollar of it as unjust as ever was &rung from the pocket
by a high way man, bul nothing could be done butb séttle it in
some way or see Dudley's property sacrificeds On the Tth of
October, 1895 I made Moore and Moore the proposition I had made
to Haskell~~they telegraphed to Haskell and he said $500,00 and
costs—~g0 nothing could be done hul selttle that way. That saved
the interest, whiclj_ amounted to about 5240.00. I agreed to pay
$330,37 as my part of the unjust and dishenest judgement within
10 days and 565,00, with interest in 3 months, and }l65.00 in

6 months, with interest, and whatever the Marshalls cost may

be on the exccubtion in his hands at tho time this agreement was
made.
Now in conclusion I wan®t to say that I blame these
attorneys more for this oulrage than I do the company for whom

they were worldng, especially do I blame and condem Thomas Love,

who I think inspired the whole matter of keeping it a profound
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secrel for all these years,
Note: OCOubragious and fraudulen®t judgement vs E. De Jobe,
the 1ike of which in all of its enormity cantt be found in the

jurisprudence of all the state, dJudge Dick was an old superan~

 nuated, inconpetgat Jjudge and allowed Tom Love and Moore & Moore

to have their omm way in the absence of any attorncy on the
other side.
Flk Parlk, April 27, 1897

Cne disaster and misfortune, following each other in quick
successlon, has prevented me for the 2 or 3 last years from
closing up my imperfect biographical sketch. As an 1llustration,
I will record here ry whereabouts the last week or ten days., I
have been for that time in close attendance with Dr. Hunter and
a half dozen other doctors, on my granddaughter, Nellie Hunter,

On yesterday evening when I returned home and after we
all dispared of her recovery, this morning I recelved at 10
ofclock the following telegram. "Nellic died at 7:25 this
mérning. Burial tomorrow. come''s Signed E. E. Hunter. April
29th.

I have returned from the funeral and burial of dear little
Nellie Hunters The funeral was preached by Rev. Barncy Thonpson
under the shade trees in the large beautiful yard at the residence
of Dr. Hunter., A very large congregation attended this im-

préssive service. I never will forget Reve Mro Piles touching

and eloquent prayecre 0l what shall I soy of the claborate, the




Hed

tagteful and gleorious way everything was done for the memory of
sweet liltle Nﬁllie.
Elk Park, January 5, 1898
The newspapers have just given us the result of the ballot~ .
ing in the organization of the twWo houses at Columbus, Chioce.
Unprecidented excitement “as reigned there since the meet-
ing of the Lepislature,
Mark Hanngs had the Republication nomination for U. S, Senator
but the organization of the two houses show that he will Lack 6
votes on joint ballot, bul Hanngs/is very wealthy and 1 predict
that he will buy votes enough by the 12%h inst. (the day ol
election) to elect him for this Government is now run by money.
The pover of money is greatér then all other powers that can be
brought apainst it. January 17th sure enough Hanna was elected
on the 12th inste by 3 majority. Money did the worke-bul the
Democrats are in no position to make faces at the Hepublicans,
for when we look back a few years, the history of the two old
parties show us thal in this same good old State of Chio Mr,
Payme bought his way into the Senate and after him Y¥r, Brice

did the same thing.

I have within the last few days thought of a few incidents
that happened in my early life, that as far as I know, have
never been published=-and each one was of much interest to me,
at the tiﬁe of their occurrence, and also the public. 1

remember during my boyhood, while we lived in Cades Gove, right




he L
under the highest peals of the Smoky Mountains, that George
Snyder boughtup a drove of hogs and drove them to South Carolina.
He kept twe young men with him until he sold out and started : -'-; ,i
them home 2 or 3 days before he started, When these young men

stayed the last night before they encountered the bed of the

Smoky Mounbtains, early nexbt morning it comenced snowing. The
road was rough and not “raveled much and they soon lost their

way for a deep snow fell that day and they had no means of W‘e’f |

Foeldeidk, |
finding their way out of the mountoins. They wandered in the |
' |

cold day and night for 3 days and 2 nights but finally reached 26l

home late in the evening of the 3rd doys These young men were
Reuben Roddy and Ode Bryant. Roody was my second cousine He
told me all about btheir hardships during these days and Inigh-bs-’--
for they had to travel night as well as day to keep from freezing,
and over logs and rocks, One night they got into a2 hollow tree

and began to feel warm, but when they began to feel slecpy, they

came out and commenced their tramp again, lmowing if they re-
mained there they would never wake againe. 4 litlle dog followed
them and they sald they often thought of killing it and eating
him, as they were nearly starved Lo death. Roddy’s mother was

a daughter of Revolutionary Billy Tipton, of Bloufl‘b County, and
when Roddy died she married Isaac Hart of Carter Gounly Temncssee.
This same Reuben Roddy in after life came to Carter County and
married here and was a citizen of Elizabethton fer several years

heres

Another incident which héppened in my young life was the




death of the Humphreys and McKechens, prodﬁced by poisioncus
gas in a cave near Gap Creek in CGarter County. I think this
must have happened sbout the year 1826 of 18627,

A company of men, the Humphreys, McKeechens and Guinns, ran
a fox into the cave about daylights They built a fire %o smoke
the fox out and wenb off a short distance to get breakfast. When
they came back to the cave, not lnwwing the fire had caused the
poisicnous gas te come inbto the cave, vwhen they went in they
kept falling, one at a time, until 5 of them lost their lives,
After Alfred Hwmphreys, the hindmost one fell, but outsiders
ran in and carried him out, he came to and recovered, on account

. . . . Ak
of his falling with his face near some rqniing water.

I was with him after this wonderful cscape and he told me
all about it, as did others who Imew all about it. February 20,
1905 -~ There are about a half a dozen places in this county where

it is said this noxious, dangerovus polson may be found in Carter

County. I think thers ought to be more attention given to it
{than has beens
Anderson Owens narrow escape from deablis
otill aneother incident which was notible enocugh to be
published, but escaped the newspapers, as far és I know, occurred
many years ago at the Bee C1Lff on Watauga River in Carter County,

Temesses. This huge rock wall is about fowr or five hundred feet

high and nearly perpendicular. About a hundred feet from the top
honey comb could be seen through a large crevis in the rocks and

Bees going in and coming oute
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Jessic Owens was then living near the ¢liff and he devised
a plan to seccure this honey. He procured the assistance of some
ncighbor and tied a strong rope sccurcly around his son,
Anderson's, waist and leb lim down from the top with a bucket
and largr; mife, When Anderson had £illed his bucket with
honey and gave the signal tec be drawn up, é. large Fagle came
upon the scene~-for she had young LEagles close by, and a severe
battle oommenced bebween Anderson and the Eagle and the only way

Anderson could keep the Dagle from plucking oub his eyes was.to

make viporous use of his Imife. Tt doing so he aceoldentily cut

o o
onc strand of the') topce If he had cut the rope entirely inda,

his fall would have been so far and upon rocks, he would have
never lnown vhat hurt him, but the rope happened to be strong
enough to bring him to the top.

I have heard pecple say he was so pgreally friphtencd thatb
he lost his mind, bubt I can testify that that is not true--for
years after this cccurrence I hired Owens and his son to worle
on my house at Llizabethbon for months and his mind was alright

at that time. This was about the year 1847 and the Owens
worked on with John Monbgomery, the contractor, till he finidhed
the buwilding. |

Elk Park, Morth Carolina, Pebruary 15, 1899

We are just emerging from the coldest and most disagrecable

spell of weather we have ever had here, The thermometer day

before yesterday morning stood at 18 below zerce The wind blew




the lipght fleecy snow in every direction for days and nipghls.
Catoosa Springs in Georgia , 266

My recollection of the Cherokee Wation in Georgia dates
back to about the year 1830, when my father moved to the nation i
soon after the country was purchased by the Government of the I
United S4ates, I was then aboubt 1l years olde We settled at .
Vioolf's old stand, on the Federal Road, about 30 milecs south |
cast %rom "Ross? landing!, now Chattancopga and about same dis= |
tance from the Indian Ageney ab Calhoune ?*
1 have been intimately acquainted with that country and its |
surroundings ever since, From 1835 I lived 10 miles nearer to

Ross! landing at what is now Ringgold, Tirst it was Walker

County with Lafayette its County Seat. I sold poeds. for years
while the Western and Atlantic Railroad was being constructad, g ;
at a country stand, vhich is now Ringgold-w=the County Seat of

Catoosa County. This name was given to the county when taken [

off Walker-=in honor of the great watering place by that name, Lﬁ

located about Y miles soubh east of Ringpeld.

These springs werc discovered shortly after the Western and

Atlantic Railroad was finished~say about 185, There were 52 o

springs covering Y or 5 scores of ground, cach spring differing

from all the balance in 1ts chemical elements. These waters

have been analyzed by the pgreat number of the best of chemists,
and the famous Catoosa Spriags enjoyed a run of popular favor |
as a resort excellinpg all other places in the south. Lots sold :. 1-'

9 .

at marvilous prices and a litile town was hastily built up, A




Al

hotel was constructed wibth many rooms and the porch that ran
around the building measured one~cighth of a mile, but this
grandure a_ndl nagnificance could not be maintained longe I
have not been there for many years but I learn it has all gone.
domn.

Cherokee Springs in Georgia (he lived here awhile) 267

The above named springs are located in Catoosa County, one
mile a.nd a half south east of Ringgold, in the Gap of White
Mountain or "Dick Taylors Ridge" as called by some. There are
a dozen or more springs here, of excellent mineral water,
differing in chemical clemenhtss. These springs became ceij'\flgrated
as a summer resort a few years after the Catoosa Spirings created
such excltement.

A wealthy man, Ly bhe name of Penningion, a citizen of New
Orleans, purchased the lands and erected a number of buildings
and otherwisc improved the property. A great many peop_le re=
garded the water as superior to thal of Catoosa Springs and I
am of the opinion that the competition betwcen the two places
had much to do in deteriorating the valuc of both and finally
destroying them.

When my health failed so completely in the summer of 1857,

I rented houses at Cherokee Springs and removed my family from

Tlizabethton, Temessee, to these springs, and remained there

a1l summer and ti1l the beginning of winber. I thought the

water helped me and clse improved the health of my family.
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The next sumer and fall we spent in Horth Carolinas

My mind has been recalled te reflect on assoclations of

olden times around Ringgold by letters received from there day ' }
before yesterday from rclatives announcing the death of my .
sister, Mrse Henry, and her daughter, Mrs. Russell. My nelce, 1
Mrs, Russell, died on Saturday morning, 1llth, at 9:30, and

Mrs. Henry on Sunday morning at S olclock, Februavy 12, 1899.

They were bobh widows and lived and died in the same house

and buried in same 'graveo

Mrs. Henvy was about 8l years old and Mrs. Russell about

60. Again, how sad to be called 50 soon to record the death
of my oldest sister, (Emeline Whecler), the oldest member of o
cour family at the age of 88 yearss She died in Broylesville, B
Washington County, Tenn., at the home of James M, Henry, her

sons-in~law, just a month after her sister and neice died in

Georgia, At the btime my relatives died in Georgia, the weather
was the coldest cver lmown in thalt states. Cotfac H%).ﬂ‘_ P_m.bs
Mrse Grindstaffts TFall 268

, it
I happened to think while spending a day at Allentown a gl

. T

few weeks apo of an incident which happened at Smitlh Hill,
situated at the lower end of Doc River Cove, This hill is

A
about 150 feet high and the decent from the top to the Doe

River is nearly perpendicutar. The public road runs over the

summlt occupying all the available space for the read. This o

road is traveled a great deal.

£ _ About L0 years ago Mrs, Grindstaff and Mrs, Campbell were |




going from Doe River Gove to Elizabethlon horse backe On the
upper side bf the road, et this point, lay a large black rock.
Mrs. Grindstaff's horse scared at the rock and commenced
backing from.it: backed off the bluff and all that saved her
was a while oalt bush larpge enough tc held her weight, She
caught and held to the bush aﬁd her horse went fully one
hundred and fifty feet intc Doc River.

Sam Imsk happened to be in sight on the opposite side of
the river, and hastened Lo the horse, and was surprised to
find that he was neither dead nor hurt badly. He led him back
and arpund. to where the ladies were and they remounted and
went on to Elizabethton and attended to their trading and re-
turmed home the same evening.

A few years after this, a man by the name of Wheelock, a
Washington county man, wﬁo ovmed and drove a very fine spirited
horse, was driving over this hills He got off at the top to

look at his wapgon. At that woment a keen clap of thunder came

and hie spirited team started and in his efforts to check Tthen,
they jérked h;m between this large rock and the hub of the
wagon and mag%eg him up s0 he died at midnight that nighte I
was called to.see him and found his back broken and’'3 ribs
broken besides othier injuries.
May 7, 1903--T understand a good road has been constructed
around these bad places, which ought to have been done nany

years ago, which would have saved life as well as moneye

The wonderful fall of Ep. Treadway
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Whiskey, the cause of the following disaster which occurred
at the close of the War of the Rebellion in Carter County,
Tennessee.

Epe Treadway was ériving his two horse team alone in the
night along the mountain side, just above the Dugger Bridge 1
miles above Flizabethton. His off horse was tlind. The road
makes considerable curve, just at the highest point on the
mountain where therc is an open place through the timber dovm
a gulch fully 50 feet, nearly perpendicular to a dé?b sancl
bar at the Watauga River.

Treadway, being considerably wader the influence of liquor,
and conseguently careless about driving, when the team came to

that dangerous point, the blind horse walked off and down this

awlful gulch went wagon, team and driver. The sand was so deep
it broke to a preat extent the effects of the fall.

William C. Dugger, who lived about 1/2 miic away on the
opposite side of the river, was brought to the scene by the
cries of Treadway and he found him under the tongue of the
wagon, with his thigh broken and his horse so cntangled in

‘the harness, that it required some time to extricate them and

care for the wounded man. He was removed to Duggers and a

doctor sent for and finally talken home where in due time he
recovercds

The treatment of Jobn and Jim Potter, their wives, ctc., 270
Avgust 29, 1899. T mst be pefmitted to record here the

treatment of ) very bad cases of cpidemic Typhoid Fever T




treated in 18l9-w=with the full account of difficulties I had : Y
to encounter from the beginning Ho the end of the treatﬁxen‘b. |
I should have detailed these cases with the other Typhoid
cases, bul I wrote 8o hastily I overlooked thcma
During the summer of 1849 I abtended a good many cases of

Typhoid fever on Ellk in the upper end of Carter County and

among others I was called %o John Potter and James Yotter, amd

their wives, at the upper house on Elk in sight of the North

Carclina line. The country was ver'J,v} sparsely setlled at thatl
time. There was no other house in sight, I found no humam
being there even to glve them a diink of watere The house was I
a small onc, with one door and onc windows The only furniture
was 2 beds, a table, a few chairs ond a few cooldng utensils.
One of the women had a Little girl about 2 years olde It was
about 3 otfclock P.M. when I reached there. The door fronted

the west and the sun was beaming down on a puddle of water

about. li feet square right in front of the door, and there was

a thick scum on the water which was carried into the house on

the legs of a pet Pig as it ran in and ouvt as rapicly as a

hungry Pig woul'do

Te ny inqguiry why they did not have some one there to wait

on them, they said everyone was afraid to come, fearing they
catch the fever. John Potler sald he and his wife had taken
it first and they got Jim and his wife to come and they took
down the ne}ﬁ: day.

I could do no better for ' them than make out medicine for




the I and give whatl each one ought to have and leave more with
directions on the table and come 5 miles down the river to
where T could stay 21l night and get Josua Perlcing to go nex
morning and hire someonc who could rcad to go therc and give
the medicine and wailt on them until I returned and to tell
them that the fever was not contagious. I managed to get
around rapidly and back to thesc horrible cases and give them
close attention for li or 5 weeks and saved all, except one

of the women, wlhien under the cxtreme unfavorable circunstances
I cxpected to lose all,

October 9, 1899--Today is nmy birthday. I am 82 years old
today. Dr. Triplett died in Elk Park this moxming. I was
sent for bul was not able to obey the call, I have been con-
fined to my rocom for aboul a week.

Elizabethton, Temecssee - May 6, 1901

After a long delay on account of afflictions of a serious
nature in my family, I resume my pen this evening to chronical,
a sad affair which had gone out of my memory until recent ymrs.

My grandfather Tipton, my motherts father, whose full name

was Thomas Tipton, and son of John Tipton, who fought the

Franldin Battle sgainst Gov. Joln Sevier, moved Lfrom Carter
County, Tenmessce, to Blount Counbty shortly after my father
dicdm-say about 1620, CGrandfather often came back to Carter,
settling up his business here, On one occasion, hc was re-
turning alone and when he rcached Pigeon River, he found it

looked a little flush, but he thought it was not past fording,
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but it had rained harder up the river than where he was and
before he reached the other bank he was in swinming water
and it washed his horse down considerably where the bank was
highs Two men on the short reached him as soon as possible,
but he was drowned before they reached hime. His horse was
swimming around him. He had caught a 1imb of a tree near the
banlk and held the bridle with the other. They cut the liwb
and got him in the cance and onto the bank in double quicl,
and wnderstood what to do and scon brought bim back to life
and he lived a long life after that and moved from Blount
County -to Walker Cownty, Georgia, wheore he died several years
afterwards.
Ly De Jobetls preat disaster 272
Elk Park, North Carolina, August 9, 1901
Accunlation of troubles, sickness and disasgters of various

Ikinds have prevenled me from finishing this sketch up to the

present times I will resume my notes by detailing the mis-

fortune that happened to my son, Es Ds Jobe, on the 20th day

of March,1901l. MHis leg was broken about 2 or 3 inches above

the anlkde. It was not a common fracture, it was a compound
fracture and the two bones being so displaced and the ends
not being broken off square, but diagonally. They could not

be kept in opposition without great difficulty. It had to e

set I} times within 2 months and now over lj months after andhe

is still on crutches. I deo not believe I ever have seen in wy

long practice anyone suffer more than Dudley suffered from that
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great injwys. He is going about but I do not think his leg i
out of danger yect,

Mary Paynces Cage 273

August 10, 1901, I cannot account for the causc of m:,"

failure to record such an imporbant operation in its propexr

place, as the tumor I amputated from Hary Paymets arm. She

lived in Paymes Gap in the county of Johnson, néar the White

Top Hountain, where Virpinia Horth Carolina and Tennessece JOIT,
3 2 J

She was Dr., James Butlerts patient, but he was wmwilling to

risk the operation himself and, therefore, he wrote for me to

come and operabe. The twior was of the steotomalous kind and

very large, located on the am covering every inch of space

ffom the shoulder to the wrist and encircling the whole arm and

looked about half as larpe ag her body and s0 heavy she could

not raisc it up and move it aboub.

I have no means now of loBéting the time the operation was

performed but I think it was aboul fifteon years ago. A very
large crowd was there to wilness the operation for no operation
of thal magnitude had ever been porformed in that mountainons

comtry. There werc half dozen doctors there, Miss Payne about

35 years old cnjoyed rood health and enjoyment excepl the awful.

burden of the tumor, She seemed calm and met e ordeal with

more fortitude and firmmess than T thought she.could, When I

was ready to commence the operation, she asied me if I was

willing to allow a minister, who was present, to have prayer

before commencing the operation, "Certainly, said I.' After




prayers I immediately began the huge operations It was
Aifficult, of course, to remove such a large ﬁass and was
attended with considerable hemmorage but nothing sericus happened
during the operation. Dr, Butler and Dr. Roy Butler, Dr. Wood
and others rendered all the agssistance necessary and the
operation was a complete successs Afber partaking of a swmap-
tious dirmer the patient!s father, Bsq. Payne, paid mefh0.,00
aund we all left for home’in bettor spirits than before the
operations The arm healed rapidly and she has enjoyed good
healbth ever sinces I saw her brother about a year age and he
said she was still well and no appcarance of discase about the
OIMa

How the I became added te our name

August 1)), 190l. I want to state here the way in which our
name Job, as it is printed in the Bible, became changed, and
has ever since been written JOBE.

I have heard my fathor say often that he and his brothers,
when they grew up to be mon, commenced writing thelr names
jobe~=adding the T for the sake of sound, and everybody wrote
it the same way and thus it became changeds I regret it was
cver changeds

My grandfather, David Jobe, never added the E to his name.
In all abstracts of titles to land, his name appecars written
MDayid Job", There arc many of them at Johnson Gity, for there
are.a gféat many lots on which the city how stands that the
deeds had to run back to him as he entered the land.

then we turn to the Boolk of Job in the Bible, we find 'he
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‘had born unto him seven sons and three daughters®, My grand-
father, David Job, had three sons and seven daughters and all
of them had Bible names. The daughters married Gibson, Ensor,
Humphreys, Carr, Davis and Coopere My fathert!s family consisted
of nine sons and six daughters and the most of them had Bible
namess Tthe sons names were David, Abraham, John, Isaac, Jacob,
Samuel, Tipton, Washinpgton and Jefferszon. The daughters were
Fliza, Fmaline, Leonora, Caroline, Eva and Sarah.

My own family consisted of 11 children, Y sons and 7
daughters. MNames of sons: Ethelbort Dudley, James Poteet,
Jobn Wesley, Lorenzo Potect. WNames of daughters: FBrmma Adelia,
Julia Adelaide, Soﬁhronia, Mary Jane, Hariet Gibson, Ruth
Josephine and Sarah Leonora.

Septoinber 9, 190F, All our sons are gone. Our precious
and much loved son, Dudley, whom We loved so much, died August
19, 190,

The Greatb Flood ~ Hay 22, 1901

I will make short work in my accouhﬁ .of.-' this preatest cala-

mity that ever befell this country. Since the war of the

Revolution, the loss to land cwmers in the Watouga Valley cammot

be estimated.

Tn qual;i.ng of it, one can say it is cnormous. It never
can be rep‘ﬁred. Zven the public road up the Watauga River is
a’tglc{ndonecl and the court has condemncd the land and laid off a

- road througlh the farms L0 feet wide., This the owners of the

Famis have to submit to, besides the loss of their bottom




lands by the flood. Dudley has had to build a fence on cach
side 51;“ his new road clecar through his farm and give road lj0
feet wide and get only $75.00 damage. How he can succecd
in acqomplishing 1% I can't telle In his crippled condition
and labor so demoralized, hm‘.th such a large family, mostly
smalls; the only 2 who could be help to him both gone~~one in
business in Virginia and the other one rumning on railroad
from Memphis to Norfolk, Virginia.

August 1901, I have been postponing writing ny account
of the great flood which came with such tremendous {force upon
us on the 22nd day of liay 1901, T do not pretend te describe
it for 1t can't be donc in its entirety. My opinion is that
if the. prescn‘[‘, inhabitants and fubure gencrations for three
hwmdred years were to stop cubting dovm and hauling off the
timber and clearing up the tlmber, were to go to work é].nd plant
the land with new trces and pay strict attention to forestry,
they might three hundred years have a good a country as 1t was
before the flood of May 22, 1901. Some clbizens now residing
here say the tide in March 1857 was equal to this tide, It was
not cqual. to it in any respccte Where it covercd the land, it
did not damage it one-fiftieth part as this tide, by washing
the low lands away, was the very boest lands in the beautiful
Watauga Valley, and in many places leaving from 3 to 6 feet
of sand in place of the finc fertilc soil washed away, Then
talke into account the great number of houses washed away with

all furniture and everything the people had, which can't be

~

H16

275




277

replaced and in a few instances, there were people drowned,
but fortunately few lost their lives, as the flood came 3n
the day light. If it had happened in the night, thousands
would have been drowned, I do not lmow how many houses were
vwashed away and moved around and damaged so that they can
never be replaced but quite a numbef.

In May 1869 after my time expired for which T had been
appointed Special Agent in the Post Office Department——
having the scars before ny mind of the tide in 1867, when I
returned home from ny headguarters at Raleigh, No C,, where
I had spent 3-1/2 years, I notified the people of Elizabethton
sy 1f something was not done at the upper end of the towm to
protect and showed them that the bed of the river was higher
than the town and it must be made lower. I proposed to
superintend the work from May till Christmas and’ charge nothing
for my services, if the town would furmish me éll the horses 276
and wagons and the hands belonging to the town, I would sink
the bed of the river )| or 5 feet 1oyer by talcing the rock out

and wrip-wrap, or rip~rap the bank-~maling the wall slope

towards the river at an angle of h5 degrees=-then the weight
of the water would tend to hold the rocks to their places

I Imew it would cost a great deal of labor, It will cost
more than 10 times as much now to make a Success of it, as it
would then, and it has to be done yet or the town will be
Iwashed avay .

Floods have been comnon all over the United States. There

i1s no section exempt from them, according to reports in the




newspapers, but none so disastrous as the section embraced
along the "Blue Ridge! from southwest Virginia through
Western N C., on one side, and east Temnessee to the other-
clear on to Georgla,

I notice ﬁost of the newspapers state that the flood
occurred on the 21st day of May 1901. They are a day too
early. I kmow I am right in the date of May 22, 190l., I was
at Dr. Hunters when Doe River commenced rising rapidly, shortly
afternoon, while the fain fell in torrents. The rain was‘so
generally pouring down, especially in the mountains-=-atiended
with cloud bursts and water spouts in and around Roan
Mountain, that I never had seen the waters rise so rapidly.
When it would slack a little, I would hoist my wwbrella and
walk out to the covered bridge across Doe River where the crowds
of people had gathcred. An immense amoun® of drift was passing

and the waves were turbulent. Grealt trees torn up from the

banks in the mountains came dashing down, carrying everylthing
before them~-houses, fencing, bridges and everything that
stood in their way.

Soon the railroad bridge, the B. & E., over the Watauga
was swept away and soon after went the steel bridge over
Watauga at the foot of Main Street——then the two splendid

foot bridges over Dove River. All this time, houses, barns,

trees, roots and all-~cone 50 and some 100 feet long and
the lumber composing several railroad bridges from above
passed under the covered bridge, bul it withstood it all and

just as darl began to close in, the waters began to fall to
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thé’great Joy of the peoplee.

Veechdale, Kentucky, September L, 1901,

My wife and I have been trying for sometime to make a
visit to Veechdale, 2 miles from Veechdale, the homc of our
children, John and Sallie Gibson and their little son,

David, and sons-in-law, Col., Ne B, Harris, after spending
part of the summer at Elk Park, N, C., in feeble health,
having recently returncd from New York--where he had gone to
consult an eminent doctor, and with 21l was nol improving
setisfactorily; he wished to return to his home in Nacon,
Ga., with his family.

He proposed to telegraph for his private car to be sent
to Johnson City and all of us, that was his family, my wife
and myself get aboard and he would bring us to our destination
in Kenbucky and then go to Macon by way of Chattanooga. After
this arrangement was made, tWwo more were added to the'number~-
Mollie Hunter and Ruth Jobe. We boarded the private car at
Johnson City Saturday evening, August 3lst, and arrived at
Veechdale, Ky., sofe and sound Sunday evening, September lste,
and on Monday evening the car started for Macon with all
except A. Jobe and wife.

Mollie Hmﬁter and Ruth Jobe left the Col. and his family
at Chattanooga and returned home to Llizabethton. We have re-
ceived letters from all since their return and they report
they had a splendid trip. Septenber 26th. ¥y wife and I are

at our daughters, Our stay here depends much upon our health,
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which has been feeble for months past. We would love to stay
all winter if our health would improve.

I here inscribe the gréatest and most horrible calamity
that ever befell our country on the 6th of this montliee
President McKinley waé shot by an Anarchist in Buffalo, New
York, and died of his wounds on the 1llthe

Lowisville, Kentucky, January 30th. We moved from the
farm here November 22nd and have warm comforta'ble.quarters but
we passed through a cold spell last month and had 2 days now
of colder and more disagreeable weathcr, with the heaviest

sleet I ever saw, Rear Admiral Schley is here and will leawe

‘Lor Nashville, Temmessee, tomorrow at 3 P, M.

Louisvillie, Kentucky, March 8, 1902, The weather has 278
moderated to some extent, but still continues cloudy. We
have had very little rain or snow during the whole winter,
but it made up for it in the heaviest slects I have ever
seen. They continued the longest, breaking down wuch timber
in many places, and during the whole time, the cold winds were
very severe. We happencd to rent a brick house with
comfortable rooms and we kept pood fires or we could not
have been warm and stood the weather,

I should have mentioned a little circumstance, which oce-
curred years ago, (in its proper place), but like many other
things, I forgot it. During the years I was spending time
and money in trying to strengthen the Probition Party in North

Carolina and Temessee when the National Convention was held




at Pittsbufgh, Pa,, there was so much excitement that the party
split into two parties. I had reason to hope for good news
from a harmonious convention of men who were tryinpg to save
the country from destruction by the nefaricus liquor traffic,
but when I went to the Post Office in Elk Park to get my mail,
T found a crowd of men who had voted to license men to help
destroy the country. They were waiting and amdlous to break
the news to me, bul the spolkesman said, "Well doctor, how do
you fecl, now that your party has split into two parties'?

T did not spealk for a 1little bit, but then I answered thus,
"dell, I thinlc I feel about as Peter did when Christ was
crucified", The crowd said no more to me on that occasion.

1520 Preston Street, Louisville, Kemtucky, March 26, 1902,

While thinking over part of ny past, 1ife here with my wife
on a visit to our children, I happened to remember an impordant
surgical operalion I performed in Mitchell County, North
Carolina, after L had quit my practice. It should have a place
among ‘the other cases of surgery. I h_ave made short sketches
of 1t, but like others, it escaped my memory. I was talcing
options on Iron Lands for a Chicago Company in the summer of
1887,

T had stopped for dinmer at William Buchanauns on Doe River,
5'or 6 miles from Cranberry, and just as I was getting on ny
horse to come on to Elk Park, a men in great haste came. for me
to go to a little boy, about & years old, who had fallen on

his pocket Mmife which he had open in his hand, I had to ride
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two or three miles over bad roads, away from the main road.

On my arrival, I found that the lmife had cut through to the
hollow, about two inches below the mavel and a little to the
rights The Omentum had protuded through the hole, making a

lump more than half as large as my fist,

I had no insbruments with me and was at a loss to lmow
what to dos I tried to use gentle pressure to force the
Omentum to recide into the abdomen, but found I could not
succeeds The hole was too swali and the protuberance so
great and having been out so long, L.-soon found it could not
be returned without making the opening larger. (I did this
with the little lmife.) The exipency of the case caused me
to think fast. There was no time to lose, Having no
instruments, I was compelled to cut the hole large cnough
to allow me to gradually work the mass back into the body.

I did this by having the 1ittle fellow held, by assistants,
in The most favorable position--~go the tendency would be
inward instead of outward, I used most judicious and cone
timued efforts until I succeeded in reducing the large mass
and made 2 or 3 stitches and adhesive plasters, and his
life was saved. I had no Chloroform nor anything clse to
give, only directions~~as dict and keeping his bowels regular.

There was great rejolcing when it was over. The father
asked my bill., I said as you are a boor man, T will be

csatisfied with one dollar.

1520 Preston Sireet, Louisville, Kentucky, fpril 21, 1902,
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The weather is now improving from what it has been from

the time we came here, 22nd of November, and continwing through

the winter and so far during this month. It has been very \

cold generally but very Llittle rain and scarcely any snow but
more sleet than I have ever scen.

: We are fixing to return to Temnesseec., Will leave in

ikl

less than a weclk if nothing happens to prevent it. We have
had a long and pleasant visit~-6 months here and 2 months at

the farm, malking 8 menths in all. We have had good rooms and 1
i

4 have taken good carc of oursclvess We have had warm comfortable
: Tfires but we feel sad leavings
f% April 22nd. We have appointed the 26th Inst. at 0:30 P, M.

to leave here, The schedule will take us to ¥noxville at 7:00

A. Mo, Monday 27th, wherc we expect to meet Hattle Harris who

1

)

. . - g
will leave Macon, Gas, aboul the same time we will leave here. AL B

i

|

Ve will travel through on sleeping cars,

| il
One day last week our whole family, (that is) Jom, Sallie, ' ; :

e T

T
T i

David, Ma and wyself made a trip on a street car several niles

put of the city to 3t. Jacobls Parl. We remained there seoveral
hours, talking in what view wz; cowld of the buildings and view N |
of the city of Louisville, but the vast amount of smoke from

the city was so obliterabed, our view could be but little secn.
The city has opent much moncy in erecting. buildings and making ' '_‘,"
fine drives, first in one direction, then the other, to reach
the summit of the mountains. Amcng the number of houses and

the vast seating capacity for the thousands of visitors who

attend there every summer, I noticed "Boone Cabin',




'I regret the weather has been so inclement nearly all the
time since we came to Louisville, ) months ago, that we have been
housed up nearly all the time, fearing to expose ourselves in our
old age and feeble healthe

The performance of the %"James Boys" at lith Avenue,

I'iollio. Hunter was very anxious for ma and mysclf to attend
a theatre while in Louisville and sent us $5.00 to enable us to
do s0s We Were disappointed from time to timc but when the James
Boys came, the weather being some better and the performance being
in day time, Sallie persuaded me to go with her to the Avenuc.

Ma was not able to go. The performance was good and appi{lécled by

the big crowd repeatediy.
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It is wonderful what deceptive views can be presented and made
to appear real and life like, In one act we saw, when the curtain
went up behind the stage, a farm with stacks of hay and a barn and
other buildings, and a wagon road winding up the hill to the bafn,
and presently we hear a whistle blow and directly a train come in and
immediately the James Boys cepture the Expressman and take a box con-
taining his money and chisel a hole in it and put the dynamite in to
it and with a loud report it is blowm up.

The James Boys get the money and other valuables but half a dozen
guns are fired and one man killed.

In ancther act~-They set fire to the building and it looks like
we would all be burnt up before we could escape, but they would subdue
the flemes.,

There is now a big show in Louisville of animals and circus and
the weather is good but none of us go to the show, We went over to
Brook Street only a block away, to see the street parade and hear the
misic., Indeed it was grand., The great number of white dogs and ponies,
all trained. Then they had elephents, camels, monkeys, etc., etc.

The music was fine.

Then yesterday they had another parade--and marched along FPreston

Street right before our door. Iittle David delighted in it.

April 2ith. We are still at Louisville. I could not sleep well
part of last night. In my wakeful hours, I was reflecting over, in a
general way, the earlier years of my life, from the time the first
impressions found a ledgement in ny mind. Say the tender age of L
yvears. While truth compells me to confess that I did many things that

I ought not to have done and of which I am ashamed of. --5till I can




AgC
rejoice over all the victories I have gained, as L struggled along
life's rugged pathway with temptations around me where others fell
victims,

I‘always delighted in social enjoyment with my schoolmates and
kept my friends in school and out of school,

When I reached manhood, 1 had the same disposition and it served

me well through all my business transactions; when I entered the
mercantile business in Ga. with my brother and alse in after life,

in my professional life, which amounted to over 50 years. g

I never had a fight in my life. Neither withr a boy, while I was

a boy, nor with a man since I arrived to manhood. Now I am nearly 85

% vears old and I reckon it is safe to say, I will never have a fight.
In regard to the amount of business 1 transacted, and amount of

money I have handled, I have tc say 1 have been active and industrious

and have handled many thougands of dollars, but the "Fates" have often .ék

been against me and consequently, the misfortunes which I éuffered

kept me from saving the fruits of my labor. These misfortunes are

menticned in this imperfect "Memior," L
But with allthe bad luck and mishaps" that befell me, there never

was a Jjudgement entered against me in any éourt during the long life

I was in business for myself, nor against A, and D, Jobe, while partners

in the mercantile business, We met and paid off every debt we owed.

Une hundred cents to the dollar and never asked the smount to be shaved,

A gread deal of it put us to hardship and trouble to do it, I can now 1
call %o mind one, that I will relate.

In 1841. While the "Western and Atlantic railroad! was in course 283

of construction, our stock of goods needed replenishing. We had been
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buying goods in Augusta, Ga. and hauling them 275 miles in wagons—-

we had no railroads then. We only wanted about $2,000 worth of goods

and it was much nearer to Knoxville, so 1 went to Knoxville and bought

something over $2,000 worth of goods of Campbell, Wallace and MeClung.
lioney matiers were then in & very precaricus condition in Ga.

The country was full of "pet banks." And taken at a discount, the

greatest amount of money in circulation in our country was, Central

Bank Money, and it was estimated at 25 per cent discount, but went

freely at that and there was plenty of it. T bought my bill of gocds
of Mr, Wallace on a short time to be pald on the day specified in the
note. I knew I could get the money before it was dus and did. I
started horseback with the money and when within 14 miles of Knox-
ville, T was taken with severe chill and was compelled to get dovm

at a strange house and go immediately to bed, and 1 was scarcely able

to explain to the man of the house what I wanted him to do. 4s soon

~as L could make him understand what a fix I was in, he had his son

get on my fine horse and ride to Knoxville and bring the chief clerk
of the firm back with him, with my note and by the time he came, I
was able to count out the money to him and the next morning, I was
able to start home with my note in my pocket.,

I ywas having a very long spell of chills and fever, which was
prevailing in that country at the time.

When I called at Mr. Shooks, near Athens, as 1 reburned to get
him to haul my goods to Ga,, his daughter cams to the doeor. I asked
if Mr, Shook was at home--she thought I was Timothy Sullins, a minister

living in the neighborhood., It was hard 4o convince her that she was

mistaken., She called her mother to the door and said "don't you think




Timothy is trying to make me believe he is a stranger.® Her Mother
was deceived for a minute or sc. 1 often have been taken for Timothy
Sullins, D. D, of the Methodist Church South.

WLandon C. Haynes on East Tennessee,"

Landon C, Haynes, one of the greatest statesmen and crators of
his day, was born in 1816, "on the banks of the beautiful Watauga,"
in Carter county, four miles from Elizebethton, Tenn. After his birth,
his father, David Haynes, removed to a farm on Buffalo Creek in the
southern portion of the county, in full view of the Boan, the Black and
the Smoky Mountains, which he pictures sublimely in his response to
the toast, "East Tennessee," proposed by Gen. Forrest.

He said:.

"Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen--1 plead guilty to the soft impeach-
ment, I was born in east Tennessee on the banks of the Watauga, which
in Indian vernacular means "beautiful river?--and beautiful river it
is. 1 have stood upon its banks in my childhood and looked down
through its glossy waters and have seen a heaven below, lcoked up
and beheld a heaven above, reflecting like two mirrors each in the
other, its moons and planes and its trembling stars. Away from its
banks of rocks and cliffs; hemlock and laurel, pine and cedar, stretches
g vale back to the distant mountains, as beautiful and égquisite as
any in Italy or Switzerland, There stands the Great Unake, the Great
Roan, the Great Black and the Great Smoky mountains, among the loftiest
in the United States of North Americat, on whose summits the clouds
gather of their own accord on the brightest day. There I have seen

the great spirit of the storm after noontide go take his evening nap

in the paviLion of darlmess and of clouds. 1 have seen him arise at
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midnight, as a giant refreshed with slumber and cover the heavens
with gloom and darkness. I have seen him awake the tempest, let loocse
the red lightenings that run along the mountain tops for a £housand

miles, swifter than eagles in heaven. Then I have seen them stand up

and dance like angels of light in the clouds, to the music to that

grand organ of Nature, in notes of thunder, whose keys seemsd touched

by the fingers of Divinity, that responded in notes of thunder, which
resounded through the Universe. Then I have seen the darkmess drift
away beyond the horizen, and the mcon get up from her saffron bed like

a queen, put on her robes of light, come forth from her palace in 285

the sun and stand tiptce on the misty mountain top, and while night
fled from hefore her glorious face to her bed chamber at the Pole.
She lifted the green vale and beautiful river where I was born, and '

played in my childhood, with a smile of sunshine, e

Oh ! Beautiful lend of the mcuntains, with thy sun paintéd cliffs, F?‘
how can 1 ever forget thee," ﬁ

Landon C. Haynes and T were born within 4 miles of each other,
and within one year of each other, he in 1816 and I in 1817.

I write this at Elk Park, N. C., June 10th, 1902. A, Jobe,

Macon, Ga,., April 24th, 1904.

After seeing Walter Lambert and Ruth Josephine Jobe married at
8 A, M. on 19th of April and start immediately on a tour to Washington, 1
Niagara Falls and other points. At same time, Col., N. E, Harris and |
Hattie, his wife, and Dr. A. Jobe and his wife started directly in
the other direction--to HMacon, Ga.

The Georgia crowd reached Macon at 2:10 &, M, the 20th. We had

an easy and pleasant trip. %The coach we traveled in to Chattanocoga




A9 C
was the easiest and best L ever rode in. It went through to Memphis.
The one from there to Macon was fairly good, bub not up to the first
one. GCol. Harris gave us free passes for the round trip and then
volunbarily came back to Elizabethton and attended to every detail
in carrying us through. We ceould not have gotten along without him,

Elk Park July 18, 1902 | 286

'T have been trying to give a synopsis of the happenings within
ny own knowledge, during a pertion of ny stay upon this mundane fabric.

In doing s¢, it becomes necessary for me to give an account of one
of the most sad and heart rending tragedies that ever befell any
town or community.

Elk Park is an incorporated town with full quota of officers.
James Ellis was Chief of Police. In performing his duty as an officer,
it became his duty to arrest Wm. Winters and finally he was compelled
to put him in the callaboose,

Mr. Ellis was a very clever, gquiet man, and discharged the duties
of his office as Policemen én a mild quiet way. But Winter's conduct
was outragious and notwithstanding this, when he was turned out of
the callaboose, he boldly and impudently said to different persons,
that he intended to kill the policeman and in a few days did kill him,
by shooting him with a shot gun heavily loaded and being only a few
steps from him.

Thils terrible circumstance happened at the State Line on the
Tennessee side. Looking at the case from a calm inpartial standpoint--
from what I can learn from persons I have confidence in, T cannot see,

how a competent jury, who wants tc do justice can.do anyother way

than to convict Winters of murder in the first degree. This murder




AT
occurred 18th of June, 1902,

After months in jail and then months out of jail under bond, he :

was tried in Circuit Court at Elizabethton and found guilty. He

appealed by giving a heavy bond, and he was allpwed to go home under
restrictions., He was never like himgelf any more. He quit eating and
finally died of remorse. 'E
Elizabethton, June 15th, 1904. 287 |
I have been trying for several months to finish this short sketch
of my life; but my health has continued so bad, I could not find a
day when 1 felt able to write and even EEE'I am not sure L can write
but a few lines. |
Elk Park, September 27th, 190L. N
It has been over four months since I have been able to write and

a great deal of that time not able fto sit up, but I have been impfoving

o
very noticibly for the last week or 10 days.

We have been here about 3 months, but I was not able to even

think of putting the date down when we came. We are now arranging to
go back to Elizabethton. Out of the eleven we had in our family, all
aré gone except U daughters, Mollie Hunter, Hattie Harris, Ruth

Lambert and Sallie Gibson. They constitute ocur family now, since ﬁ.
our two oldest IErma Miller and Dudley Jobe died. Iost of our children
died young; some of them in infancy and we can stand that better than 1
when it comes to giving up the oldest one. Our 4 daughters have been Hﬁ

with us for some time on a visit—--the first time they were all here

together,
Elk Park, Sept. 28th, 1904, I have been very remiss in keeping

dates, as I have written by little spells and these spells a long

way apart. The weather has been very changeable and unpleasant
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generally, for the last twelve months, especially since we came up

here, and we having all been so wmell, one nol able to wait on Eg '1€i
another, we have had a hard time. Sallie and little David have gone t 2
to Roan liountain to get teeth extracted. Théy sent through the towm L | '
last night, and couvld find neither a Doctor nor forceps in towm. Sﬁ :
Ruth started this morning to Popplerville, Mississippi. We are %;: }
looking for Col, Harris here tonight, and he and Hattie will return % (L i
L o
to Yacon in a few days. And the balance of us, A. Jobe and wife and EU i
Sallie Gilbson and little David will go back to Elizabethton. EL
Elk Park, N. C., Oct, 3, 1904, Sallie has concluded to start
from here to her home in Kentucly, Friday the 7th October, and we 2
old people will leave within a few days for our old home at Elizabeth- _288

ton, Tenn. Col. Harris and Hattie left for Macon, Ga., day before
yesterday, Hattie engaged Mr. Calaway and wife, two old people without g
children to occupy part of ithe house and take care of all, inside and

oute

Oct. 8. Ve are still at Elk Park, N. C, A1l are gone except
us two old pecple. I am an invalid and not able to do any thing, and
Ma is so lame, from the effects of that sad fall she got years ago.
She ought to do nothing, but I cannot keep her from helping tear
dovn and pack up for Hiré\énds can't be got to do.it the way she wants

it done.,

Sallie left yesterdaj morning. She was the last one and la ‘i
and I will leave Monday morning, if we are well enough. We received j
a letter from Ruth'é few days ago. ©She reached Mississippi safe and
well as usual. Her husband met her in Chattancoga and they went i.::

by Dalton, Ga. on their return to visit relatives.




Elizabethton, Nov. 15, 1904, We have made arrangements to board
with Darl and Lula Hunter at §20 per month.

Our board bill was $20 per month
and have paid the $20 per month up to the present time, March 25th,
1905.

We moved our household furniture from Earls, lst of Yay back
to Ruths and we two old feeble persons prefer living.aione here, until
Ruth returns from Mississippi on her long visit, which will be pretty
soon. Ma don't hire a regular cook, she is a first rate manager, and
by having a litile help, which she gets by not letting it cost her
so much, she gets along pretty well. But we are both too old and
feeble to remain here alone. I am in my 88th year and my dear wife

was 79 the 8th of May at 8 o'clock in morning, 1905.

(The last writtings of our precious Father.)

AG3




PROHIBITICON.

Ten days from this writing, if I.shall be alive, I will be 84
years old. For half of that time 1 have used my best influence to
encourage my fellow citizens to put down the sale of all intox-
icating drinks, as such, and allow none to be sold only as a medicine
and medicinal arts. I have spent much time and money in furtherance
of the cause, We built up a respectable siZe party in nearly every
state in the union. We knew we were in the minority but we were
increasing our vote from year to year, ind we knew that we repre—l

sented the majority of the genuine Sentiment of the Nation. All we

lacked was to carry a majority vote.

Finally we had a National Convention at Pitisburgh, Pa.

The party by this time had discussed collateral issues bearing
on and effecting Prohibition, until the Convention split into two
factions, and have remained so even since, 1 was then living at Elk
Park, N. C, The Democrats and Republicans said to me, on hea.ring
the news, "How do you feel now, since your party has divided, one half
going one ﬂay and the balance going the other,"

My answer was prompt and quick--"I think I feel about as Petep
did when Christ was crucified.M 1901

I write this at Veechdale, Ky. on 15 th Oct. while on a visit to
my daughter,

The two wings of the divided Prohibition Farty have been to some
extent, doing just like the Democratic and Republican parties—-that is
fighting each other and some of them have become discouraged and have
ceased hope for much headway being made in putling a stop to selling

of liquor, until a better feeling exists among all Prohibitionists,

of every order.

31‘?5/
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I am old and very frail, not able to get about and can take no
part in public affairs any more, and have turned over everything to
the management of younger men many years ago.

In my old age, I can have but little communication with the
peoplae, but from the best information I ¢an obtain, I think very
little is being done for the betterment and improvement of society in

any way. "The Almighty Dollar! has very nearly absorbed the atten-

ticn and affection of nearly every bedy, who has any chance of
handling it and those who cannot reach it are content to be buffeted
about by the current of events, without trying to change them.
Veechdale, Ky. Nov, 1, 1901. The farm has been rented here
by Frank Spurr, and they have moved in and we will move to Louisville
next week, if owr health and the weather are good encugh to permit
it,
Nov. 25th. ¥#e are now in a good comfortable house on Preston
Street, No., 1520, Louisville, Ky.

December Tth, not been out over the city, but think it a large

and beautiful city.
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The Twin Ballots.

Along in November, when chill was the weather,
Two hellots were cast in & box together;
They nestled up cloge like brother to brother,

You couldn't tell one of the votes from the other,

They were both rum votes,
And santioned the License plan;
But one was cast by a jolly old brewer,

And one by a sunday school man,

The sunday school man=-No man could be truer,
Kept busy all summer, denouncing the brewer;
But his fervor cooled off, by the change in the weather,

And late in the autum, they voted together,

The Sunday School man had always been noted,
For fighting Saloons-—except when he voted;
He piled uvp his prayors, with a holy perfection,

Then knocked them ail down, on the day of Election.

The foxy old Brewer was cheerful and mellow,

Said he, NI adﬁ%re_that Sunday School fellow,

He's true to his church, to his party he's truer,

He talks for the Lord, but he votes for the Brewer "

From the Nashville Pilot,

1To kill quite dead a rattle Snake,
And off its scaly skin to take,

And through its head to drive a stake,
And of its flesh mince meat to make,
And over all the bosom shake,

And throw this mass into a lake,

And after all quite wide awake,

Comes back that very same old Snake.™

7
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(Inside back cover) 22‘7 7
tJohn C., Calhoun, My Joe John, when we were first acquaint,

The worthies of the day, John supposed you was a gaint,

You stood the Champion of the war, with Madison you know,

But now you've beat the Hartford crew, John C, Calhoun, My Joe.

John C. Galhoun, my Joe John, I wonder what you mean,
That at 0ld Hickory, you do vent your jealousy and splecn.,

To plant the tree of Liberty, our Fathers blood did flow,

But you and Hayne would grub it up and lay the proud tree low,

And plant State Saplings in its stead, John C., Calhoun, My dJoe.

John C, Calhoun, My Joe John, both you and Henry Clay,

T et e gL

Are like the boy who had the goose, the golden egg did lay.

You are both great men in the land, but office rose too slow,

f i T

Your reckless haste has damned you both, John C. Calhoun, My Joe,”

The above is part of a song, among many others that were sung

T R L e

around our camp fires at night, by Allen Cambell, a member of our

Regiment in the Indian War. Campbell could sing a great many songs, |
and could while awﬁy the time by amusing the soldiers of gloomy nights. %
The above is only a part of the song, I have forgotten the balance !
of it. I have never met any one who could furnish the last part. ;

1520 Preston St., Louisville, Ky. April 4, 1902,

Mrs. Sarah A, Gibson, #3 Longrate,
Lausanne,
Switzerland,

(This autobiography of Dr, Abraham Jobe has been copied by Miss ' ?
Christine Burleson, Johnson City, Temn., who copied pages 1-57; by .
Mrs, Le Wo McCown, 512 East Unaka Ave., Johnson City, Tenn., who

copled pages 67-300. It was finished April 17, 19L8.

The book is the possession of a grand-daughter of Dr. A, Jobe,
Mrs. Harlow Dixon{Sophie Hunter Dixon) of Durham, N. C,




letter from Dr. A. Jobe, Elk Park, N, Cs, to Walter Harris, Macon, Ga.
Elk Park, N, C., April 24th, 1899,
Dear Walter-

1 received your letter nearly a month ago and have thought often
of answering, but for want of something to write and time fo write
1t have as often postponed writing.

We often brag of living in a very healthy country, but of late
Yyears, we are compelled to say we are never all well at any time.

Ma and 1 are both getting old and feeble. Ueither of us able to even
see to our affairs, and at this time théﬁf is not a well one in our
family except the cook and little David Gibson.(Sallie's little boy.)
Sallie has been here more than a year, not able to get back home to
Ky. She is a little better at times, bubt the amendment is not per-
manent,

We have had a very'disagreéable winter and spring. It has been
raining nearly all the time here for 12 months, ©ill 1C days ago, now
we have a drought.

We have considerable railroad excitement here just now. One company
is building a road from Elizabethton to Stoney Creek to bring out large
quantities of iron ore, and same company surveying another line réaching
to Mountain City. And a third Co. is building a road from Knoxville
to Bristol parallel with the Southern hugging the Cumberland moune-
tain. 4nd a 4th Co. is building from Cranberry %o Pineola on the
Linville River to get out many millions of feet of pine lumber. They
will be shipping their lumber in a few months. I think our country

is 1n a fearful condition. 1 was much opposed to initerfering with

Cuba. We ought to have had no war with Spain. I said it would be
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but a breakfast spell to whip Spain but the result and effect of the
war would not be gotten over and finally settled for 300 years.

And L see from the papers enough to strengthen my view of the whole
thing. When Dewey gained his Spanish victory at Manilla, he ought
t0 have come right back intc American waters and said to MeKinley-~

Myhat must I do next?"

But I'll say nothing more on this subject, I'm too feeble to even i

think aboub ite

L have not had a letter from our friends at Broylesvilie since

sister Emaline died. I have written to them but have no answer yet.

L

We don't correspon% with our friends enough. I had a letter from

brother John's wife at Gatesville, Texas a few days ago. Brother is

in very bad health, so much so he could not write, From what she

writes, I think his mind is failing him.

— e

.fi L think often about our departed friends in Georgia and what a
hard time you and Jinmie had in that dreadful weather. I would have
been glad to have seen them once more before they were called away

but such things are not under our control, and we have to submit and

g
L S

ought o do it cheerfully.

I hope you are all well and getting along well with your husiness.

Hope that money is plentier there than here, . There is great stringency
in the money market here. Money compared with property here is worth
about 200 cents to the dollar, 4 great many men doing small bus=—

i} iness here are failing.

Hastily and A{fectionately, Your Uncle,
Abe,

Over--

I intended to say scmething about John Gibson, but forgot it,




Lin®

You remember his intemperate habit. Well, he quit drinking intirely
a year before he married andlhas never drank a drop since. His home
is in Ky, He has good property there and he is a good business man.
If Salljie could have good headlth, they could do well, He travels
back and forth to see his wifé and beautiful and smart little son

)y years . We are afraid to let them go so far from us until Sallie

gets in better health,

The end.

2,¢j(}
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