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General John Wilde~'s three-story Cloudland Hotel atop Roan Mountain was considered 
one of the world's top tourist attractions. it '.\Na~rected in the late 1800's, and succumed to .,___ ,, ... .:... 

• • • • _ ... ,. .. , -4 • 

the mountain's harsh elements shortly after the turn of the century. Roan High Knob is to 
the right of the photo. 





WE ARE STANDING ON THE TIP TOP OF ROAN MOUNTAIN, 6,394 FEET ABOVE 

THE SEA LEVEL, AND WE ARE LOOKING DOWN ON THE RATES, 913 .00 PER DAY, 

$12.00 TO $15.00 PER WEEK, $45,00 TO $48,00 PER MONTH OF FOUR WEEKS, AND 

00 0 0 000000000. 0 

SPECIAL NOTICE flt 00000000 

THEY SEEM TO US VERY LOW. DON'T YOU 

THINK WE ARE RIGHT? 

A FIRST-CLASS SYSTEM OF CLOSETS AND LAVATORIES HAS BEEN PUT IN THE 

HOTEL BUILDING, MAKING THE HOTEL EQUAL IN THIS RESPECT TO THE BEST. 

THE STAGE ROAD FROM ROAN MOUNTAIN STATION HAS BEEN PUT IN FIRST­

CLASS CONDITION, AND THE HACKS HAVE BEEN THOROUGHLY OVERHAULED AND 

MADE COMFORTABLE 

THE TABLE AND SERVICE WILL BE MUCH IMPROVED OVER ANY PREVIOUS 

SEASON 

A COMFORTABLE CLUB ROOM HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR THE CONVENIENCE 

OF GENTLEMEN. 



A CLOUD VIEW FROM HOTEL. 

<..;;;:;: &:, 
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SEASON OF 1892, 

-~CLOUDI~t\ND~-
ls n lnrg1• :wcl WPll-bu i lt hot.pl, newly furni,.;111,cJ, with ample parlor~ anrl 1·pr­

a11rla~. II s ti11Hl~ 011 top ol' a high s11mmit of Honn ~lo11n ta i11, nn t h<' ~ta l" linP 
lwtwl't'n Xo rlh Carolina and ' L\' llJH•s~t>P, in lhP ro1111riPs of Illi t<'hell, X . C .. arrd Car­
lPI". TP1111 . The Slatt' line runs through the hotpJ. 

Tl11• hot(,( ha8 arcommodations for from four to fil·e hu11dred gu ests. Tilt> room s 
ue all " orrl ~idr rooms, " fill(! from all are mngnitir(' ll t views. The great. whit!' h11ilcl­
ing t·an hp .seen 01·pr JOO miles in nny direction, nncl rom111ands a vast expansP.-

To lht• ffPst J~ii mil C' s. 

To 1111' :.\' o rth :11 -rM ~ I-he b rua tl ,-nll t'r of Ea:it T l•nnessee, 150 miles into Kentucky. 
To !ht• '.\"nrtlH•a.·t . 1;;0 mil es int o We~t Ylrg:inia. 
To till' E a~t - nnrt ll ens t-, H,O mil es into old V irg inia . 
To tlw E u~t, 1.50 miJes i11 t o the JowJnuds of E astern North Carolinn. 
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'l'o !'he :::lo111'h, 110 mill's, on·r tht' Blul' Hidge, ar.ross :Korth Carolina into 

Cnl'lllinn. 
To thP i:,011thwPst, l :iO miles, into thr XorthPnst r.orner of Georgia. 
To th<• \\·P,t-so11LhwPHt, mo rnilPR, O\'Pr t lw mountain rnng-P, or \\"PHtPrn Xnrt h 

(~arolina. 
111 all, ilH·l11di11g an an•a or 111·Pr lill,IHHI ~q11are milt•~ or tlH• 11111Ht. n1ri1•d all(\ 

pii-111n•,q11" H1'P11Pr~' in n11r ,•.011ntr.v in 1111• worill-tlw n•ritahlP "SwilzPrlall(] of 
,\n1Prir·a." Th<•n· are c11•pr 100 11101111tnin tops in Hight lwlow, that Ill"<' 1110n' 1 han 1,1100 
ft,('[ high. TIH• 1'iP11· 1•pa 1· IH'H into H·1·pn difl'Pl"Pllt Slat.PH. Tl111ndPI' c·ln11dH H11·<•1•p h? 
far lwlow along the great \"alleys. The ll~·ing c·l111uls, rin!ll by n •d li,!!;htning, 11· ho~e 
:111gr~· ll:1slws c·IPa\'e hlar.k sPams th1·ongh th<' white r,Jo11cl ,Pas; 1 he dPPp-tonPd dis­
tant I l111nr!Pr rollH wit Ii 111ellow so1111(] arn111HI thl' mountain~. rPYPrl11•rall'cl am\ l'l'­

t>1·IH1l•d hy tlw high pPaks or ;\litl'ill•ll, Liu• Gratllll':tlh<'r, th,• 1·11akaH, 1tll(l thl' hig;h 
Hoan, ancl dil's grumbling in the great Yalleys between. The 1nurn1uring rasr-adl's 
cla11cP clown tlw steep sidl'S of the mountain, aclcling musir. tu thr. grand sr·ene; the 
s,itting s un slow!:, lingering in the glowing west, sheds its snfll•nrd tints 01·er the 
llarke11iug valleys, and tlte cool night cn•Pps up the blue mouutai11s as the twinkliug 
stnrs c·ome out in myriads, completely filling and frescoing the azure dome of henv- . 
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1•11·s hl11P ,:11111. . .\II 1·0111hitH' to 111:tkl' hl'tll•r 1·-itiZl'IIS, more l':ll'llL'st l'.l1risLia11s, aml 
hrna1ll'r h1111rnnitarians of the silent, wondering groups, who from window, ponh and 
high peak, rlri11k in till' glorious view. dePply engrave_d 011 rni11rl and l1Part, nPvc•r to 
"" l'l,1•wlwrl' l'Xl'l'lll'rl, 11Pn'r 1:(1 he forgott-<'11. Eloquenc,p, po!'try r11Hl ro111a1H'P, all fail 
111 gi,·p 111orl' than sl'ant outlitH' to this ,,·mHll'rl'ul Sl'l'lll': loo g-rPat for <IPs1·ript.io11, 
11111 ln\t•I,· In pai11t, it"- 1•a11 only be r1•aliz1•tl hy :wtual presenc·e. 

'Tit,• 1•1101 ,1,111,s throngh IIH• 11at11rnl prairiP park, h111HlrPcls of a1·-n•s in 1•xlenl, 
111 Pr 1·ar111•1 s of llo,,·prs a11r\ mossy ])('<I,, under the frag-ra11t- halsa111s, whos1• Wl'irrl 
fnr111s anti giant arms an• ahrnys clothed in deepest green: the broad arres of lovely 
n·rl rl10dorlPndrons, thrn-ering in greatest profusion; the beautiful tlanw-f'olored azaleas; 
th<' rno1l1·st and rare Gray's lily; the soft clumps of mountain heather; tlw hroarl 
l11•cls of 1,1 II<' "forp;Pt-111r-11ots ": the grPPll l'arpPt of ric,h wild grnssps; t hP r.lam lH•ri ng 
:111(] win<ling- ovl'r llH• litl'hl'IH'Overl'cl l'liffs; the trout µ011d: tlw soaring eagks: 
I h1• <'ool, sparkling spring8; the buoyant, balmy, brac,ing air-all add interest, appe­
tite, Yigor allCl zest to the Yisitors, and make them forget the heat, dust, annoying 
in,erts, drnught, and disc,omforts of the lowlands, the malaria of tlw river valleys, 
a11rl tht> thousand plagues that accompany the American summer in either cit;r or 
country, 



ll1•r1' is rPst-tl1•1•p, 1·11111 rPst; lwrP nalun' assC'rt~ hPrsPir in lwi11g n:1!111·:11 ~till. 
'J'h1•sp ti1,1·,•rinjr 11101111lainH, phwl'cl in I 11,, ce1Ht• r or the co1111t-ry f;' :t>'I nf tl11• ,\l ii, ·is ­
sippi, l'onlnin n10rr. hl•:Jlth an<l nomfort, thnn nn y spot on earth. 'l'he ~11mmr1· •• li mate 
:In IIYl'rag,• lr111p1·1•n_t 11n• of s ixt.v dPgre<' , , 1111• ,·ol d spring wate r only I hir(l't ' II <l,•~n·t's 
ahm·,. 1'1·Pl'zi11g-; tlrP s ti11111lntin~ air; 1111, :H'ct•ssihility of !'Ire pln1·1•; llH• 1',<>111r11rrahl P 
h11tel, 11·,ith its good wholt's01ne fart' and 11111clt•rn t-e prires, will surrlr r.11mhin1• tu mnke 
this th,· rnost. popular ~11111nu•r rPsort of ill<' 1•011ti1u•11t. Tiu• Sc111t,lwr11 rnilr11arl 111:111-

a.~prs, apprl'<"ialing thl' natural n<hantng,•s of tlw sitnnt'lon, Iran• put. rx,·n r:- io11 li l' k1•ls 
011 snit• at all t ht•ir olli,·l's, nnrl give the lowest: r:\tl' p1·n <·li ['.ahk to thi:; "111111111•r 11 111 11 1• . 

".!loan ~Io1111tnin," snys Dr. Asa Grn:,, the ,·el ebrnted botanist of Hnn·nnl Cnl-
1,.ge, "i~ tht• most nrressihle and hen11tif11l mountain east of the Roc·kit's, " :t pal':Hli s 
for a ~tud 1' 11t or an inYali cl. ·within n few miles are the most extensive 111ira mines 
kncnn1, many of which wrre worked by some pre-historic race long before the dis­
rover:, of Anwricin by Columbus. 

The 1·or-ks of Roan i1ountain are" Laurentian," the oldest known to science. 
The plnnts are sub-Alpine, rare and curious. The top nncl sides of the mountain 

,·nntain Horn of a very wide range, extending from Hudson Bay to Wilmington, N.'C·. 
lt is Yisited yearly by many scientists, who come to see and study its interesting 

E;i 



produc,tions. 'J'lw gr<>at heels of mag11l'tic, iron orr. now worked at th<> Cra11lwrry 
111i111•~ nr1• nt lh1• mountain foot, whilL• lhe numProlls beautiful nnd varil•rl rwystals 
fourul in thP mil'.a mi11Ps are tirw an<I rare-. 

Tiu• 1•lpar ho11111ling hrooh :u·(• l'nirly wPII s11pplied with SJl('ckl('(l hrook trnut; 
wliil<' Elk Falb, llrP C:uwa<lP~ of Crah-Tn•p Cn•Pk, with vbit~ to tlrP Big Bald, Gra11tl­
fath1•r, L'11aka, and "i\It. ~litehell, arl:' all interesting points for summer rambles in the 
~11rrounding r·o11nl ry. 

Ybilors slro11ld not forgPt that warm !'lathing is nerPs~nry for comfort rluring 
lhP ~11111111t•r. a~ th1• 1lay~. though pll'a~ant, arL' r.nnl, and tires are needi>d at 11ighl. Xo 
thin riot Iring is en•r usPcl on the mountain, as the temperature averages GO" thrnugh 
tlw ~11n1llll:'I' months, and never goes above i4o nor below 50°. ""arm shawls and Iii;ht 
on•rroat, are worn ont doors, while rubber wraps and heavy shoes are imlispensahle 
on long trips. Remember that here is a summer climate of early spring, and the coolest, 
evenest temperature known anywhere in this altitude. 'l'roublesome inse1·ts ::tll(l poison-
011~ ~nak!'s ar!' nPYPr Sl'l'll on this mountain. Thr atmosphere is perfeP.tly purr, and 
as n h!'::tilh rr~ort tlwn• c•an be no location more dPsirable. Consumption is unk1Hnn1, 
and malaria find~ no rl'1'11ge among these mo11ntains, and every case of Hay-fever has 
been relieved at once upon arriving at the mountain top. 
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HAY FEVER. 

~h- ,·11111111b,d1>11 frn111 lhl' i<:xl'<'-Lllivt• Co111111illl'e or till• ~latL• Board ol' 111':tllh 
sp1•1·ili1•d :i s 111,, ohj,•,·ls or i111·ps(i ;,:-,1l i1>11 tliP i,111111•111·1• 11r !hr• 1•111111111• i11 Iii ,• 1"1'!-'.ioll 
s111•,·ili1•d 01 1 l11•all Ii and dis1•as1-, :11111 t•,qwl'iall,i· 1111 l liP n11111111ll.1· l't'1·11r n•111 1•al:11Til 
p11p1il:il'l_1" ~, _,·1,•d •· 11:1,1·-r .. n'I'," Thi' point ~t•lt•t·11•d \I'll ,; 1111' ::;II Ullllil 111" Hoall .\l o1111lai t1, 
011 whi,·h a larg-L• hotel ha!; rel'Pntly Ileen t'l"l'<'t N l as a s u111111 e r r esort·. This ~pot 111ay 
1111 ~1!1·1•r:1I g1·,J1111d~ IJp eo11siclerlc'cl trpi<·:il of 1hr r egion in quesliou possr ·sing, as it 
'1111•~. 1110~1 of I hi' r,1Jara<'tPrbti<'s· i11 a very m:irkt•d d,•gree. 

)I ETl-:<11:111 .0,: Y.-- 'l'he sm1111w1· t1"1111wrat11re regi~tl'rl'd is n•ry low, as compan•Ll 
wilh lhal nt' l11w1•r allilu.ch•s i11 l11t> !':1me latitntll'. Thu~, during the pt•rio<l recorded 
i11 lhi:< 1·t• ri11rt. frnn 1 ,J11ly IS lo St•pteml)er 11, l :'l!-i:'i, the hi glw t 1'C'p111·tlc'tl tt"lllfH'ra 1111·e 
i ,:, i11 .Ju ly, U:- 1\1•gn•1•s F . : iu A11gll!, I' _;-(), a 11cl in ·1• pte111her fjJ. Tiu~ a1·e ragP clay lt>111-
1'l'r11111n• i :,:,fnr .J uly , uo.::.k for A11 ,!?:11st,fi8.ll:!: for S ept,•mher,iitl.!11 . -"-\ s th• 11ight l ,: n1-
J>Pr:t lllrt• is ll <>t n •,·,wrled, I r:1 11 uuly say tha, on som"' few occasions wh •n I ohtniner.l 
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ii mysPlr t hP 1liffPrP11<'P lll'twl'l•n t hl' day and night temperature was very s111all­
sPldo111 n111n• I han \.hrPc or four llcgrPes. 

'l'hP [ollowing is n brief noconnt of some of the cases of which I bernme cog­
nizant al Cl{>IHllan<l: 

\\'. F. Camphell, of .New Orleans, e:xperien,•pfl immediate and great relief from 
11,•art I >isPasP a11rl Asthma. 

lion. II. II. L11rton, or Xn~hdllt>, 'l\•nn., has hall hay-ft•n•r si11<'l' l~,:i. Ill' was 
i 1111111·<1 ia t ,·l_y n·I iPYPtl as hp rP:u·l11•d l h,• 11ppPr Ii 111it. or l hl' 1•.orn-lil'ltls, and has ht••• n 
,·ntin•l_y Wl'll sinr•p his arrintl nt Clondland Hotel. 

lion. ,J. R. :Morgan, of l\Iemphis, Tenn., first. ,·isited Clollllland in 188-!; was in­
,;tantl~· rl'lii•Yed. He has hnd hay-fever every summer since 1Sll3. 

:llrs. :IL Tulm·k, of "'ashington, D. C., hns had hny-fever a number of years, but 
is entin•ly exPmpt this year at Clolllllnnd. 

"·a1T1•n Di,:kinson, of Chatt:u1oogn, Te1111., has hncl hay-fever sinr·e he wns six 
months olll. He has been on Roan :IIountain three summers, with perfP1:t exemption. 

II 011. T .. J. Latham, of l\lemphis, Tenn., has had hay-fever since 1877, but is per­
fectly exempt from it nt Cloudland. 
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.\Ir~ . .H. Fouc,hp, of Home, Gn., hnd hay-fever, nnrl has visited Honn l\lo1111t.nin 
thn•p y<'ars with entire relief. 

.\Irs. C. R. R. Young, Cnrrolton, :Miso:., has had hay-fel"er sinc,e 1SiH, nncl has 
visit,•d Honn l\lount.ain thrPe summPrs with romplt'te relief. 

]\[rs .. :--. Cl. Chopin, of Nt'W Or!Pans, La ., has hacl ha.1·-fpvpr si11<'t' 18ifl, ancl llaH 
visilL•d ( :1011l]land tl11•ep slllllllll'rs wil-h co111plt~le relief. 

l\Irs. JJr. Baird, of Nashville, Tenn., has had ha:r-fevrr sinre 18i8, and has pa$$CCI 
two s11111111ers on Roan l\lount.ain with entire immunity from the dist•ast' . 

. r. C. Stamps, of Rogersville, Tenn., has hay-fever, and visits Cloucllanll en•r,1· 
_\"Par with ,·omplete rPliP!'. 

I.>. M. KPr8P.Y, Esq., of Frnuklin, Tenn., finds complete relief from hay-fever 011 
Hoa11 )l01111tai11; has h:Hl the disease sit1<:e u;sG • 

.\1 r~ . .\Ia ry Carr, of Indianapolis, Ind., has had hny-fever since in 1879, and fi ncls 
Pntire r,•Jipf nt Cloucllancl .. 

I l1ave tl111s endeavored to solve the problem proposed t.o me, viz.: The nvnil­
nhilit,1· of Roan l\Io11ntai11 as a pla<>e of n•sort. for persons afllir,tecl with a11t11111nal 
,·atarrh . .\loreovPr, having given these reasons for inferring that it would rxert a 
farnral>le inlluence upon the disease, I· have also given the fncts~to show~that it hns 
doue so, 



GOlJT AND RI IEUl\IATISl\1. 
t 'lt111tlla11d has l'll'1.•1•.ll'd SCJIIH' wo111krf11l ,·11n•,- in <':tSt's Cit" p;C111t a11d rlll'11mal i:rn, 

a11tl 11,•y,•r fai18 itJ ~in• rl'lief in thl'8e tlisln•8si11i; maladies. 

)la _jt1r 1\'. :-;_ Campbell, formerly of :>;ew Orll':111~, now of ,Johnson City, Tt•1111. , 

11:itl IH 0 l'11 a p;rl'at :;11ffl'rl'r from n r.omplic~ntion of g-011t, rhe111nn1·i"'111 and dropsy, and 

.-a111t• lo Clo11clla11cl in 1~8:i, ns n last clt•RpP1·ate resort, a11d with littll• hnpt•. lie PXJW­

ri,•111·,·tl i1 11111,•diall' rl'lil'i', anrl aftl'r s1w1Hli11g- the ,Pason fl'lt Wl'II allll stl'CIII)!. )lajor 
1 ·:1111plll'll has sine·,, spent se,ernl seasons at Cloudlnnd, but snyH he comes now for 

pl1•a,11re, and not; because his health requires it .. 





HOW TO GET 
THERE. 

(:o ,·ia E. T .• ,·. &. n. IL IL In ,Joli11s1111 ('it?,·, Ea:-:t Tl'lllh'.--:--f't': thC'll ·tak(• thr 

Ea:-:t 'J'l·n1w . ..:.-;t't~ 1t11tl " · l•.-tl'J"II :\111·tli t ' arnlina H. It., rt111ni11 .!.:' throug-h tl1P wilclPsl g-01•,i.;-p 

11f tlw _\lll'~hanil':-:, ~Ii mil<"~ lo l:nan :\lonntain f--tntio11, \\hc•1·c thC'n' i$. a fir:-:t-elaJo.Ii 

lir•t•·I. 11nd1·r !ht• 111ana;,!P1111•111 of I>. B. Ha,i:!--dnle: llH'IH'('. J,y tl1c IConn :\l1111ntui11 ~tn.,n• Line, in r.un•rpfl 

h:wl.. .... all i11ll'r1•:-;ti11g riil1• or I~ milt•:,i, up Hoa11 ;\f111111tai11 tn Cloudland Hotel. 

AS A HEAL TH ('1111:411111pli11n i;-; 1111k11ow11 :111d 111alnria linds 1rn n•r1u!1' 111111111.:..:- th1• . .:(' 11101111tai11:-:, 

'a11d Every Case of Hay Fever Ila:-- l1t•l1rl r\'liP\l'd nt once \1))1111 Ht"l'i\'i11g at tlw moHn-

RESORT. lain top. 

AMUSEMENTS. 
l ~illianl--. 1;1111d 11·1111t n.--liill,!.! \\ilhin Ollt' anil a lialr 111il4':-: o( (':ll'h l111tL•I. .\ 1:r1od Lin•ry .... tal>h·, \\ht'l"P 

11 11 1 -1•.~ r·a11 111• had for ~:!.00 p<·r day. 'l't'1111i:-- Cu111·t:-; attarlH.'d ln 1111th Ifntt1 ls fu1· pl1•a~lll't' of ;.!"lH'~t:-:. 

POINTS OF 
INTEREST. 

Cultnn':-: ('Jiff i:-:. l1ut a :-:ll111·t \\ alk frum !ht> Hotd, a11cl i . ..:. nil(' of tht• mo~t lwnu­

lirul and rnma11lil' :-:.pnt:..:. nn 111 .. 1:11;111. l.y1111':-: n111Jl' lil·:- ju . ..:.t •nH· a111l a 1111a1·t,•r mill's 

\\c'..:.t of lhc • Il11tt·l 1 nnil i~ vi.-.ilt·d liy P\'l'l'Y 11tH', on :l<'l'tnll\l nf it:- 111any :itlr:ll'li1111~. 

'I · - 1lw1 1• 11t,• :-111.tll 1,,1>· a11111:-:1•:- 11irn:..:.Plf liy lhr11,, in _:.: Iii..:. hat ,1, t'I' till• Cliff to ..:1•t· it wafll•tl hn,·k Lu hi111 
1'.1 ;111 11111l,·1·,·111·11·111 11( air. 1111 thi~ l!luff i:-: tlH.' 111a~11ilh'l'llt and per(l'ct prulilt• o( tin• ...,,,l(l :\tan of tht• 

\f,,11111ai11 . ..:." ,Ju:-t l,L•lii11ll is tile i;rnml 1.1. Eagle',:; Cliff/' a bluff ~,ooo fl't't straiµ-ht down, and from tllis 1>nint 
1 ·':t:: 



vil·\\ 

ll1r1111d1 IIH· ,1110111:iin .!.!"111").!"t•:-:. S111t-St'l ( ' liff i.-: t11 lht• ri,::ht or llw ll11lt•/1 1111d rl'11111 tld!- point 11( H11a11 

111:ir1y ::ci 1':ll'h l'H'llill!!" ln \\!ltt·h tlH.' HU\\ :-:ink tu rt':-:t lwhind 1111• l'11111l,p1·la11d:-:. ~1111-Hi:-:t• Hn<'k i:-: tu till• 

ld1. li.::'.1J r,•1•l nl111n• tlil• . .:Pa, und to wit11t•:-::-. tJH· ri:-:in.!! 11( lhtt :-u11 fr11rn thi..:. point i:-- ind1• . .:.r1·ilialdy .zr:rncl. 

1;1,•11 1·11\1• Fall..:. i..:. 1
1

11111• n'11d II hnlr 111ih•:- ri-11111 1111• 111111'!, 0111• of lh1• g-r:1ndt•:-I point-: nu thr :\11111111ai11, anti 

rn:111., .L:'11 t,1 thi:-- h1·n11til11l :-:pol to :-:1H•11d 111 .. du_\'. 'l'hl' rull.-: nn• ,illl) f1•l'l hi .!.::11. l.ittl1• Hna11, Ui11;.:--lh·-l>t'\ 

:--1,nu::. t'l1• •• at•p iHtl'1·1·:-:ti11g- point:,; lo Yi:-:i11n•,.;. 

AVERAGE TEM- 111 ,July, .\11g-11:-:L a11cl ,..;1·pl1·111lwr i:-:- tiO cl1•µTl'1·:-:. making- tlw mn:--1 p,·rfi·rt :--ttmm,•r 

l'limalt' in tht• l'11ilt•d :--1:1tt>:-: .. \11 1•111i111·11t pll):--i(·i.111 ,,ill 111• at till' 1111\c•I durinl,! lh1• 

PERATURE wh11lt• :-=-1•:1..:.1111. A Good String Band ha:.: 111•1'11 1•11ga _!!1•d. a11d \\ill J14• i11 alt1·111la111·c• d111·-

111:.: rh,· ~c·a:-011. IJ:inl'i11~ i:-: 111\1• or th,• dl'li.~htf11l pn:-:1i11ll•:-: al 1hi.-. /.!l't'ill r,•_..;111·1. and i.-. 1•11,i1,.,·,,t{ 11_\ ' all. Fi, ·:- 1-

1·: _1-- 1·
11

11~.: 11;1\1• '11·1·11 l'll!,!'il~\•d. and a lil':-:t-t·la:-::-: tahh• will hi' krpt. :--1•,·1·ral ..;pri11.~:-- ,,f -111i11t•i-:II \\:Jl1·1· a1•p 

\\1! !1111 a ft•\\ mi1111t,• . ..; \\:Ilk 111' llle ]Intel. ~J'hc· larµ-P :-:prill!,!, (1'11111 whil·h lht' llutd i . .:. ft1rni.-ll1 ·d. i..:. t·li:tr,:.:t>d 

:1i • 1\1 I., ,,,11, l'!P1•l1·ic·ity, n11d r4•gi~ll'l':-- 1:: dq!1'1•1•:-: ahon: fn·1•zi11~ p1ii11L .\II LIH• !-p1· i11;,!:- Inn,• l'X\:dh•11t 
11 , , •\1,·111:11 pr11pt>rlil':-- , 

PARTICULARS. H11a11 :\[n11ntai11 llnr,•I npr-n June 18th. 

Cloudlancl Hotel open f<Jr the rec,•ptio11 of i::uc.,t,;, June 28th. 
:l.S 



RATF..S OF BOARD.-Pt'r ,lay,~::.oo: JH'I" WPl'k,*l:?.()(1 L11 ~l:i.OO: ~~-i.oO nnrl $t-..:JlO pl'r 1111Hllh of f11111· \\rt'k:-1. 

t hili\r1•11 1111d1·r; ~1•a1·..: in rhilfln•11',..; n1'11i11al'y hair r11l1·. rr rn'1'11pyi11g- ~1•alF i11 clinin.l! room, thr'l'P-fn11rlh..: 

n1IP. Spccial-( .llildr1•11 111•1•11pyi11;.!' :-:l'nl:-: at 111·:-:t talilt•, rull ra11•..:. \\'hih• ~1•n·1111t..:, llln·1•-f11urth..: rnt1•. C'nl­

on•il ~,·1·, :1111.:. in 1•11l11n•d :--1•n· n111:-:· q11arll'r,.:1 1111t>-hnH rat,•, 

HACK RATES ON BAGGAGE.-fl.1111 111•r \00 1w111111\, or It•,,-, 1•11.-\1 wny: h11111\ \111""""'' frp1•: hnrk fun• 

i:!.110 i•:wll \\ii_\. 

1:, 0 ,,n .. n1·ally :ind 1·n111fo1·ta\lly f111·11i . .:h1•11: :-:-pnn!!' 111allrl'..: .:.1•..: 1111 nll ht•ch•: hall..: 11111I llonr:-:- rarpl'lt•d: 

tlw ll,111•1 i..: 1•u111!,11•1aldy lu•att'd 11.,· ..:1('11111. 

EXCURSION RATES.-f•:xr11r . ..:.ic111 1i1•kp1..: 1111 ..:ah• 111 l:ua11 :'lln11111ai11 ~1:tti1111, T1•1111 •• in all th1• pl'i11(•ipal 

c•i1i1•~. l':11·1i,•..: fr11111 ~·a..:.lnill<· l'a1t !"'t't'ttt'l' 1·x,·11r••-i1,n r:u,·- ,ia \ht• ~:1!"'h,illt•.( -hat1a111u,~a & :--:1. l,11\li...: H. IL 

lu ( h:111a111111~:t. :111d 1111·111•1•, i:1 1h1· l•::1!"'1 T1•11111•..:,..:l't'. \ 11'!.!inia & (~c-nr.: .. !"ia IL IL t11 Hn:tn :'1l1111ntni11 :--1ntin11. 

1,.-,1~- \lall. Tl'lt •.:.!T:lph and I lar\... · 1.i 111• . 

F11 1· a11~· f11rtl11•r i11f11rnrntio11 1 addl"l':-.-. 

Unlll June 20th. Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Aller June 20\h, Cloudland, Mitchell Co., N. C. 
16 

W. E. :RHGSDHLlE, Pttoprrietott, 

CLOUDLAND, MITCHELL Co., N. C. 





Cloudland Hotel. • . Only Memories Rema in 
A few crumbling foundation stones of the 

old Cloudland Hotel and cherished photographs 
owne,d by familie of former guests are the only 
vis1ble evidcnee of Roan Mountain 's colorfu l 
hist.cry as a summer resor t of Lhe Gay Nineties. 

1n 1877 General Thomas Wilder, a former 
Union Army general, who came back lo lhe 
Southern Appalachians after the Civi'J War built 

Uncle Rube helped create, bu ild 
Cloudland . M.E . Sheppard tells Uncle Rube's 
story in his book CABlNS CN lli.E LAUREL. 

"I cwas a lways used lo workin' a gang or 
men and I could handle 'em," he says. '1Agin 
the hotel opening, General John Wilder, that 
owried fnost all lhe la nd, gave me a bunch of 
hands lo build a goog six miles of hack lin~ from 
Burhunk. I holp build lhul rood and fell the 
limber, loo, lo build the e loudlund l·futcl lb.al 
set atop the mountain. 1 stayed up there ten 
years in all. 

a 20-room log lodge on the lop of Roan l\>Toun­
tain, and in 18115 he replace it with the 166-room 
Cloudland Jlolel. The Cloudland soon became 
famous as a luxury rcstorl visited by people 
from all over lhe country. Guests arrived by 
s.Lagecoach and can:iages which made regular 
eigllt-hour trips over a steep, narrow trail. Once 
a t Cloudland they stayed for several weeks or 

lheentire summer. For some 25 yea rs the hotel 
flourished. The stale line ran Lhrough through 
lhc center of lhe big dining room and was mark­
ed on i ls polished maple Uoor. 

The Cloudland allracled ils share or 
"gentlemen ,vith plate cameras and young 
ladies of fashion in buslles and flounces" from 
lhe flatlands. 

UNCLE RUBE MOSLEY SPINS A YARN 
When lhe road was done I stayed around and 

cul spruce logs. Hit was loo thickety to afford to 
usea saw. We had axes. By Christmas Lhat yeai: 
we had 100,000 fool of lumber on the stick. I was 
a strong man in those days. Many' s a lime I've 
said, 'Lei's holp the teamsters out, boys,' -
when we'd be going in for dinner, and Uien pick­
ed up a ten-foot log:and wa lked off with it. 

N ghts lid lie in lhe camp bed hearin' the 
wolves howl. I never knew of more'n one or two 
bears on the.Roan, hut there was plenty over 
across on Yellow Mounta in and on Humpback . 
We pretty well brokeup the woli pack. Hit was 
the little blue ones. I recol lect Uncle Ad 

Buchanan runnin ' on a den about a mile norlh of 
the camp. He killed the old dog on the spot and 
look five puppies alive. The female wasn't 
lhere, but we go! her close lo Lhe road on lhe 
Tennessee side. l took one or U1e pup_pies down 
lo Roan Mountain station and sold il lo Huse 
Merridy. He kepi fl three years lied lo his front 
ga te. Days hil was gentle. but nights you didn' t 
want lo trirle with il. They learnt it that way for 
a watch dog. Qave Correll got anolh.er ont! of 
'em and rve seen hit nurse his wifes brcasL'i. 
Hit grew up as gentle as you could ask . 
Sometimes, we'd fish in a covewilh our hands, 
in a good place we knew, where water backed 

THE ROAN CHOIR 

T imes changed, allhough the mountain re­
mained the same. In 1915 the three-slorv frame 
Cloudland Hotel was razed. Possessioi, of the 
land remained with LIJe Wilder heirs who sold it 
to the government after severa l years of 
negotiations. However, the stories about 
Cloudland remain to this clay, .. just as the 
mountain does. 

up lo a big rock and there waS'lots o( fish. Thal 
little wolf would s tand on lhe bank lookin's so 
hopcful...wc·d throw him one every now and 
lhen, and you ought to see him catch 'em in his 
mouth. " 

Well , Uncle Mosley is referring to a time 
in the 1870s, and Cloudland Hotel was founded 
in both mystery and natural circumstances. 

As1do rrom the lonely and ctifficull efforts ex­
erl~I in building Cloudland, lhcre.swirlcd after­
wards curious talcs of the memories of folks 
"caught" on Roan Mountain . 

Arter its establishment and popularity, Col. John Wilder, who had advertised that his Music." One evening lhey said it was sounding obslruclior;i of tree~, one containing a greater , 
there followed odd rumors of unearthly noises guests at the Cloudland Hotel could have their loud. and Dr. D.P. Boynton of Knoxville, Lhe the other a less amount of electricity .... " 
that, through the thick fogs, plagued the guests i;neals in Tennessee and s tceg in North Hon. J .M. Thornburg and myself accompanied 
at Cloudland. Sometimes dur ing a Carolina, without ever leaving his unique hotel. General Wilder to the glen to hear fl , 'l'he sound W ell! Colton decided he had explained the 
thunderstorm or at dawn or twilight, rainbows Col. Wildei; had long been familiar wilh lhe was very plain to the ear, but was nol at all as curious choir. He elaborated still further of the 
and choirs were apl tp app ar. peeuliarity of lhe humming music of Roan .. . he describea - like lhe humming of thousands of possibilities accounting for Roan's Choir. Ac-

There was a man. a John Strother, member tossed the subject between residents of each of bees - bu t Like the incessant continuous and lually. Colton orrered some plausible explana­
of a surveying commission back in 1799, who lhe two states bordering the Cloudland Hotel. combined snap of two Leyden jars positively tion all lo ld ... but he almost destroyed the 
kept a diary. He once recorded of Roan Moun- An astu te-older visitor~ hearing the "choir" for nd negatively charged. delicate mystery! 
Lain . "There is no shrubbery growing on the the first Lime, likened it lo t:he humming of I And. so it was. despite Collon·s theories, that 
tqps of this mountain for several mi les. and the thousands of be~. . . . used e-:e~y argument l could to persuacje lhe mountain residents preferred lo speculate 
wmd has su.ch power on top or fhis mountain T~e whole affai~ made the paper, 1!11tiated by myself that 1l simply was a re~ult or some com- and quest ic,n Roan Mountain and its choirs and 
that the ground is flowed in d.ecp holes oil over a sc1ent1st who v1s1lcd .from Knoxv1!le, Henry mon ca~se, and Losh.ake the faith of the country halos . . . _ 
u1e northwest sill _.. E. Collon. Collon published a treahse on the people in [ts mysterious origin. but I only con- U you choose a foggy wmdy day .. ,£ the time 

·• · -· ~ • . • •• , . ....,;T:T phenonmenon in his hom<:to~ n-ne_w~.pfili. µ:..£<?J · .,, yi_nce<i myse~· lhaL--:i~as the resul~ from two ...,To right .. you might just concede to the ex-
He didn't merlhon 6P JOOtilk l!l ld g&Wll} D IS&!U &,,_SCeMl'I dn.lfe"Cll'ttle tei1'lle.rs on currents or air m~tmg each other m the suck istenc.;e of H6an·s choirs . Are thev bees? Are 

choir ... but the herdsmen knew of it, and so did the mountain and also General Wilder h~d between the two 'Peaks where there was no they m1gds'! As rro the somelim·es·accompany-
spoken lo us about what they called "Mountam fng r::unbow .. js it really "God's Halo'! " 

From ELIZABETHTON STAR, June 22, 1980. 
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GENERAL JOHN WILDER AND FAMILY-Pictured in their home when they lived in Roan Mouo\t1m be lore the beginning ol jhe 201h Ceatury 

Left to right: John T. Wilder. Mrs. Annie Wilder Straton, Stuard Wilder. Mrs. Rache l Wilder M~,ir, Mrs. Edith Wilder Scott MIN Martita 

Wilder and Mis• Mary Wilder. 

OLD WILDER HOME---The home was built by General Wilder in Roan Mountain in 1880. The scrurtur~ has been remodeled and la now Ille 

home ol Mr and Mrs, C. R. Graybeal. 
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