0QUY RE: APPROP ONS F

SENATOR TSONGAS:
I WONDER IF THE SENATOR FROM WASHINGTON AND THE SENATOR

FROM KENTUCKY WOULD TAKE A MOMENT TO CLARIFY A POINT. THE SENATOR
FROM NEW JERSEY AND I ARE HOPEFUL THAT OUR COMMUNITY ENERGY CON-
SERVATION LEGISLATION, WHICH IS PART OF S. 1280, THE ENERGY MANAGE-
MENT PARTNERSHIP ACT, CAN BE ENACTED IN THIS SESSION OF CONGRESS.
WE ARE NOW ON THE VERGE OF PROVIDING THE MISSING LINK IN OUR
NATIONAL ENERGY STRATEGY, BY MAKING GOVERNMENT OUR PARTNER IN
EFFORTS TO DEAL WITH THE ENERGY CRISIS. THE SENATOR FROM WASHINGTON
IS A CO-SPONSOR OF THAT LEGISLATION, AND HE HAS BEEN TREMENDOUSLY
HELPFUL TO US ALONG THE LONG ROAD TO ESTABLISHING THIS NEW PROGRAM,
I WONDER IF HE OR THE SEWATOR FROM KENTUCKY WOULD CLARIFY FOR US
THE SITUATION WITH RESPECT TO FUNDING FOR THE ENERGY MANAGEMENT
PARTNERSHIP ACT FOR FY ‘31,

SENATOR HUDDLESTON:
I HOULD BE PLEASED TO EXPLAIN THE COMMITTEE’S UNDERSTANDING

OF THE SITUATION FOR THE SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS AND THE SENATOR

FROM NEW JERSEY. THE ADMINISTRATION, AS THE SENATORS KNOW, REQUESTED
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A BUDGET ITEM OF $25 MILLION FOR THE LOCAL ENERGY CONSERVATION
PROGRAM, ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT WE WILL AUTHORIZE SUCH A PROGRAM

IN THIS CONGRESS. THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES THAT THE EFFORT TO
INVOLVE‘LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION

OF OUR NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY IS HIGHLY DESIRABLE. ' THE COMMITTEE'S
~ DECISION TO DEFER ACTION ON FUNDING FOR THIS IMPORTANT PROGRAM

WAS BASED ON THE FACT THAT THE AUTHORIZATION PROCESS IS NOT YET
COMPLETED, IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT WE ARE WAITING FOR THE

FULL HOUSE TO ACT ON LOCAL ENERGY CONSERVATION LEGISLATION, AND

THAT WE WILL REQUIRE A CONFERENCE ON THIS LEGISLATION. SO, THE
COMMITTEE PROVIDED NO FUNDS FOR THE COMMUNITY ENERGY CONSERVATION
PROGRAM IN THIS APPROPRIATION BILL.

) ONGAS :
I APPRECIATE THE SENATOR FROM KENTUCKY’S EXPLANATION FOR

WHAT 1 FEEL WAS A SIGNIFICAWT OMISSION IN THE COMMITTEE'S
DELIBERATIONS THIS YEAR. I KNOW THAT THE SENATOR FROM NEW
JERSEY ALSO HAS SOME SPECIFIC POINTS TO RAISE WITH RESPECT TO

THIS FUNDING; BUT I WOULD SIMPLY LIKE TO ASK THE SENATOR FROM
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KENTUCKY IF HE WOULD FURTHER CLARIFY WHAT THE COMMITTEE WOULD

EXPECT TO DO ONCE THE AUTHORIZATION LEGISLATION IS ENACTED,

SENAl“B H”““IESI“N.
I WOULD BE GLAD TO INDICATE FOR THE SENATOR WHAT THE

COMMITTEE’S EXPECTATION IS. AS THE SENATOR KNOWS, THE ADMIN-

| ISTRATION HAS EXPRESSED IT“S STRONG SUPPORT FOR A LOCAL CON-
SERVATION PROGRAM, AND HAS INDICATED THAT IT  WILL SEEK FUNDING

ONCE THE LEGISLATION IS ENACTED. WHEN THE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION
REQUEST IS TRANSMITTED BY THE ADMINISTRATION, I WANT TO ASSURE

THE SENATOR THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL CONSIDER IT EXPEDITIOUSLY.

SENATOR WILITAMS:

I APPRECIATE THE COMMENTS OF THE CHAIRMAN. I WOULD LIKE
TO POINT OUT THAT THIS LEGISLATION RECEIVED THE UNANIMOUS
ENDORSEMENT OF THE SENATE LAST JULY 25, AND WE ARE INDEED ANXIOUS
TO GET THIS PROGRAM OFF AND RUNNING IN OUR CITIES AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE. I KNOW THAT THE CHAIRMAN IS WELL AWARE, AS IlAM,.
THAT ANOTHER WINTER IS COMING ON AS WE OBSERVE, WITH APPREHENSION,

THE TRAQI-IRANIAN CONFLICT. DRASTICALLY INCREASED FUEL PRICES
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FORCE COMMUNITIES AND CITIES TO DIVERT SCARCE FISCAL RESOURCES
TO MEET UTILITY BILLS AND THE HUMAN TRAGEDIES OF COLD AND
SUFFERING, THE LOCAL ENERGY CONSERVATION PROGRAM HAS DIRECT
BEARING ON EFFORTS TO OFFSET OR ALLEVIATE THE SPECIAL BURDENS
OF DISTRESS IN OUR URBAN AREAS. THE PROGRAM CAN HELP PUT OUR
| CITIES BACK ON A STRONG ECONOMIC FOOTING. IT IS.A MONEY SAVER
AND A JOBS PRODUCER. THE SOONER WE CAN GET THIS SUPPLEMENTAL
APPROVED, THE SOONER WE WILL GET THE FUNDS OUT WHERE THEY ARE

SO BADLY NEEDED.
A \ N

I DO AGREE WITH THE SENATOR FROM NEW JERSEY THAT WE SHOULD
MOVE AS QUICKLY AS WE CAN TO IMPLEMENT THIS IMPORTANT NEW INITIATIVE.
ENERGY COSTS ARE BECOMING AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT FACTOR IN
THE MONTHLY BUDGET OF THE AVERAGE FAMILY. THE ENERGY MANAGEMENT
PARTNERSHIP ACT IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE DIRECTLY TO
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS THAT ARE WORKING TO CUT ENERGY COSTS. I AM
PLEASED TO BE A CO-SPONSOR OF THIS IMPORTANT LEGISLATION.

I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH THE SENATORS FROM MASSACHUSETTS

AND NEW JERSEY AND THE MEMBERS OF THE INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS
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SUBCOMMITTEE FOLLOWING THZ ENACTMENT OF THE AUTHORIZATION
BiLL.

SENATOR WIL[IAMS:
AGAIN, 1 THANK THE CHAIRMAN, AND WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT

THE SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS AND I WERE STRONGLY HOPEFUL THAT
| THIS APPROPRIATION BILL WOULD CONTAIN FUNDING FOR THIS IMPORTANT
PROGRAM, BUT I THINK WE CAN NOW FEEL THAT WE HAVE ASSURANCES
THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL ACT WITH ALL DUE SPEED TO APPROVE A

SUPPLEMENTAL ONCE THE AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION IS ENACTED.




