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It is my pleasure to address the Eighth StatewidevConvention 6f
the Massachusetts Older Americans, and.] welcome the Older Ameficansr;o
the City of Lowell. " s

The theme of th1s conference, "the unfinished revolution" is a
fitting one begause it reflects not only a growing sense of unity among
senior citizens but also a growipg awareness in government and society
in-general that we have a speciéi ré§ponsibﬁﬁity to our seniof citizens.
who have contributed so much to society. .

I would 1ike to speak today, therefore, about the- efforts 1n
Congress to improve the quality of life for our older Americans.} Pri-
mary among our responsibilities to the elderly are adequate housing.
responsible and low cost health care and economically rgal}stig income

maintenance formulas.

As a member of the House Banking and Currency Subcommittee on
Housing, I have become accutely aware of the crisis of e1dev1y hous ing
and neighborhood deterioration. I believe that the Congress shou\d
treat the problem of elderly housing as a major 1eg1slat1ve priority
It is widely acknowledged that a significant number of eré%iy peop]e

live in homes which are unsuitable because of deterioratnng,nedgthr-7;

hoods and are otherwise not within reasonable proximity to shopping

areas, recreational activities, and social services. In many cases.‘
older Americans cannot afford decent housing and, due to proper;y taxes,
all too frequently cannot afford to remain in homes which they have
occupied most of their lives.

In response to the absence of sufficient elderly hou$sing, the

Congress recently voted into law the Housing Aughorization'Act of 1976,
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authorizing an additional $2.3 billion over the next three fiscal years

to fund the Section 202 Housing For Th& Elderly Program. This 1egisIa~

tion authorizes direct loans to pub11c and private nonprofit sponsors
wishing to develop renta] housing for persons age 62 and over. ;

This senior c1t1zen housing program was enacted in 1959. phased
out in 1969, and reauthorized as part of the 1974 Hous1ng and Community
Development Act. Prior to the enactment of #&he 1976 Housing Authorizat1on
Act, the Republican Administration would permit only construct1on 1oans
to be made for senior citizens' housing. The 1976 Act directed the :
Administration to make the Federal assistance ava11ab1e for 1ong~term'_

~ financing at a reduced interest rate. Prior to the Housing Authnrxzation
Act the interest rate on elderly housing financed under the 202 Program
was approximately 9%. By changing the formula upon wh1ch the lnterest
rate charges were calculated, the Housing Author1zat1on Act reduced the

interest rate on these direct Federal loans from 9% to approximately‘ﬁhx,

thereby reducing the rent that an elderly tenant would have;t

such an assisted project. The reduced interest rate and the additfonal :

authorizations provided for elderly housing were strongly opﬁosed by the

Ford Administrdtion, but were enacted into law at the 1nsisn

‘Congress. By providing additional multi-year authorizations totaling

for our senior citizens will be provided on an annual basis. '";‘, -
The House Banking and Currency Committee has conducted hearings
on legislation to revitalize deteriorating city ne1ghborhoods As a

cosponsor of the Neighborhood Revitalization Act, I am. hopeﬂul that the

"‘_Qf- -the- 6

.52.3 billion, it is estimated that some 35,000 units of a_ t&ted'housing
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. 95th Congress.

7 are not responéive to economic reality. In 1974, 50 percen of
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role of older neighborhoods in our society will ultimatelyibé ap;

preciated. It is vital that our govetgi

acknow]edge the crucial function of our. nat1on s o1déf'né$§hb6rh ods

elderly. 1 anticipate that the question of property tax

N elderly renters and homeowners will be addressed in more deta

It is clear that our retirement income formulas fa

_ families had incomes below $7,300. Sixteen percent ofga
‘aged 65 and over were living below the poverty threshold

older couples and $2,300 for older persons living apart from fah es. :

. In many cases, this poverty is the result of government polic1es which

are insensitive to the needs of the elderly. Our formulas for Sccial

Security, Supplemental Security Income, and Food Stamps iﬂhmpny ways
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~cannot. meet the day-to-day needs of older Amer1cans on f1xed incomes.

As you probably know, the House passed and sent to the Senate

1e9151at10n to improve the Supplemental Security Income Program, in-
cluding an amendment which 1 cosponsored involving the S.S.I. pass- along o

: This wauld 1nsure that SSI rec1p1ents in Massachusetts would receive

’ fkegar@les ifinancial status. I was an enthusiastic supporter of
thefﬂealth:_ervices Act which is now public law. This legiSIation

'?}'authorlzesfthe creat1on and expansion of home health care systems for .

17:/thepe1der1y as we11 as 'the implementation of a federal study to
: determine how ‘the health care needs of the elderly can best be met. il
‘f These efforts ‘will be supp]emented by the Older Americans Amendments

“ ;1975 which expand community soc1a1 seyv1ces and nutrition programs Wl

for senior c1tizens.

Action in the 94th Congress to improve heusing, expand
home hea1th care and senior information services, establish Commun1ty

'QSerﬁice Employmeng for older Amenncans and related programs areaimportant 7

advances in responding to the problems of Older Americans.
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‘income maintenance formulas and a11ev1ate the tax burdens on,tha

g]der1y. And we should see to it that all Americans receive

quality health care. It is cruc1a1 that we afford our. o]der

Americans the opportunity to cont: t
Tt TR ;
vmeaningfu1 lives after retirement,’ uneﬁcumbered by the‘fea

deteriorated neighborhoods. 1 am hopeful that furtherfstx

taward these ends will be made in the 95th Congress.




