Date: December 23, 1980
To: Mitch =
e B Rhel

Re: HAIG role in Watergate events

Based on my reading of the materials that have been collected to date
there are four matters which have potential relevance for the Haig
confirmation hearings:

1. Haig's role in attemting to deny Watergate tapes to Jaworski, particularly
the attempts a) to get Jaworski to join with Nixon in stating that the
tapes contained no evidence of Nixon's involvement based upon a reading
of Nixon's summary of the tapes and b) Haig's role in arranging and
offering the Stennis compromise even after he knew of the gap in one tape
and the absence of two others asked for by Jaworski. Also of interest
is Haig's subsequent statement in Sirica's court about the "sinister force"
erasing the tape.

2. Haig's role in the firing of Archibald Cox. This centers on the statement
made to Ruckelshaus . about "the Commander in Chief".

3. The conversation between Haig and Nixon on tape of June L, 197
which he appears to be counseling the President to state that
recall whate was said on March 21st regarding the payment of hush
money to Howard Hunt.
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