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America has a wealth of natural resources which constitute a rich and

diverse natural heritage. National Natural Landmarks are among the best

examples of this natural heritage.

A National Natural Landmark is a select portion of America's land and

waters -- a true and representative example of the Nation's natural

history. National Natural Landmarks range from such famous areas as

Mount Katahdin, Maine; The Great Dismal Swamp, Virginia; Point Lobos,

California; Shishaldin Volcano, Alaska; and Okefenokee Swamp, Georgia,

to other equally significant but lesser known areas. Taken together,

National Natural Landmarks illustrate the array of terrestrial and

aquatic canmunities, landforms, geological features, and habitats of

threatened plant and animal species that constitute the Nation's natural

history.

The National Natural Landmarks Program was established in 1963 by the

Secretary of the Interior to encourage the preservation of areas that

illustrate the ecological and geological character of the United States,

to enhance the educational and scientific value of the areas thus

preserved, to strengthen cultural appreciation of natural history, and

to foster a wider interest and concern in the conservation of the

Nation's natural heritage. The program was transferred from the

National Park Service, which had administered it from its inception, to

the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service (HCRS) when it was

created in January of

The mission of HCRS is to plan, evaluate, and coordinate the

conservation of the Nation's natural and cultural resources, and to

assure adequate recreation opportunities for all its people. One of the

major responsibilities of HCRS is to assist in the conservation of a

variety of significant natural areas which, when considered together,

will illustrate the diversity of the Nation's natural history. This aim

is realized through the identification and designation of National

Natural Landmarks and listing them on the National Registry of Natural

Landmarks, which is periodically published in the Federal Register.

THE DESIGNATION PROCESS

HCRS conducts studies of ecological and geological resources in the 33

natural regions (e.g. Appalachian Plateaus, Gulf Coastal Plain, etc.) of

the United States, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, and Pacific Trust

Territories to provide a logical and scientific basis for designating

National Natural Landmarks. Each study produces a classification and

description of the ecological and geological features of the natural

region, plus a list of areas recommended for National Natural Landmark

status.



These recommended areas are reviewed by ecologists and geologists and

the appropriate HCRS regional office to assess their potential national

significance. Their recommendations are forwarded to the central

landmark staff located in the Mid-Continent Regional Office in Denver,

where they are reviewed and submitted to the Secretary of the Interior

for final approval and Landmark designation.

CONSIDERATIONS FOR NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

Landmark status is ascribed to areas which best illustrate or interpret

the natural history of the United States.

Examples of this natural history include several types of ecological and

geological resources: (1) terrestrial and aquatic canmunities, such as

an ecological community that illustrates the characteristics of a biome,

or a relict flora or fauna persisting from an earlier period; (2)

geological features and land forms, such as geological formations that

illustrate geological processes or fossil evidence of the development of

life on earth; and (3) habitats of rare or restricted native plant and

animal species.

Criteria for National Natural Landmark status are used to evaluate

examples of the types of ecological and geological resources outlined

above. These criteria include, but are not limited to, the following

considerations: (1) how well the naminated example typifies the

ecological and geological resource; (2) the present condition of the

nominated exæmple; (3) the anticipated long-term viability of the

example as reflected in the size and quality of the surrounding natural

area which contains it; (4) the defensibility of the example from

detrimental outside influences; (5) the rarity of the type of resource

represented by the example; and (6) the number of high quality examples

of different natural resources which the area contains.

CONSERVATION OF LANDMARKS

In view of their national significance, it is important that the

qualities of National Natural Landmarks be maintained.

Official recognition of an area in the National Registry of Natural

Landmarks often stimulates its owner or manager to protect the area's

nationally significant qualities.

Indirect protection is provided by the National Environmental Policy Act

of 1969, which requires Federal agencies undertaking major actions to

file statements which detail the effect of such actions on the

environment, including National Natural Landmarks. In addition, an



annual report to the Congress is prepared by HCRS which identifies those

National Natural Landmarks which exhibit damage or threats to their

integrity.

The owner of each newly designated National Natural Landmark is invited

to adopt basic conservation practices in the use, management, and

protection of the property. When this commitment is formally made, the

area becames a registered National Natural Landmark. The owner

relinquishes none of the rights and privileges for use of the land, nor

does the Department of the Interior gain any possessory interest in

lands so designated. The owner may later receive a bronze plaque and a

certificate which recognize the significance of the property.

For further information on the National Natural Landmarks Program, write

to the Director, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, 440 G

Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243, or the following HCRS Regional

Offices:

NORTHWEST Regional Director, 915 Second Avenue, Seattle, Washington

98174; (Idaho, Oregon, Washington)

PACIFIC Regional Director, Box 36062, 450 Golden Gate Avenue, San

SOUTHWEST Francisco, California 94102; (American Samoa, Arizona,

California, Guam, Hawaii, Nevada)

MID-CONTINENT Regional Director, P.O. Box 25387, Denver Federal Center,

Denver, Colorado 80225; (Colorado, Iowa, Kansas,

Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota,

Utah, Wyoming)

SOUTH CENTRAL Regional Director, 5000 Marble Avenue, N.W., Albuquerque,

New Mexico 87110; (Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,

Oklahoma, Texas)

LAKE CENTRAL Regional Director, Federal Building, Ann Arbor, Michigan

48107: (Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio,

Wisconsin)

SOUTHEAST Regional Director, 148 International Boulevard, Atlanta,

Georgia 30303; (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,

Mississippi, North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carolina,

Tennessee, Virgin Islands)

NORTHEAST Regional Director, Federal Office Building, 600 Arch

Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106; (Connecticut,

Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,

New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,

Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, and the District of

Columbia)

ALASKA Area Director, Alaska Area Office, 1011 E. Tudor, Suite

297, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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