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ear :

ik you for cojitactülg ! ììe Tc r the Varliìe lainf.-ìù[OroteCÍÏon ÂCt Amenenents

currently before the erchant arine Committee.

As you know the leelslation ou overturn Quae ichev's recent feceral court cecision
banning the wicdy use¿ r iet o tu fishing which also kills por oises.

in banning the so-calls "oxx x se" urse seining ujet ïoc of harvesting tuna as of May 31,

tue court rulec: that this Laet a usee in connection with one-thirc; to one-half of the

ationul tuna catc.i, violates t e ammal Protectica Act of 1972. D1e act
uentifies the oorpnise as e om! "in mer of extinction or depletion as a result of

A O

an's acávities" ets g e es for protecting the porpoise. It orbius the taking of

oorpoise exceot v oenmt.

eurrent regu uous whico anow rie mc entai tamng m porpo se ny tuna lisner'nen, anc

e erleíal )erm autC o lu:ì GuSt his ye0 C.on Co Tl i 1 1 ìe ACt S

equirements, ac o omg to ourt.

purse sein n metho c t es o e th t yr o tuna o ten s vim beneath

013 m pm o . o u u

cioseu, catching the po poise a on alth , tu . Althou 10 es are prov a in the

top of tb3 netS to alioW iie O SO to esC e ny of the m?.Timals DeCon^ e langluti

in the weùoing anc crown or are sermusiy m urec.

nccorcing to governwnt upres, appro:ain e y wo, uou po poses were xuied b the use

of ourse seine nets from 1970 h 1972. An esti:natec 130 000 were killeo in ! 975.

cge Richey's œcision is en stayec until Lly jst. 1 am opposee to legislation whic! ï

wouio overturn the cecision anc a iøv tuna fishermen to simply return to the "on porpoise"

n etnot.

The p oblem is com cate save e ove sh n a tra stocks. 'ith the spreading

o L ie eXpet siSe i U ilei . . i ibittii ot LC L1si iicy Litui.S.

Ume ouS AinerÃC OWnec eS3 S a e C a e i! latec "fl 7 of ConvenieïìCe"

operations. Amer can comp es are rgorte e o i ting major mvestments m tuna

processing facilities in Mexico, anc other Latin Ame can countries, as a means of

avoicmg construir s.
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