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WHEN OUR PRESENT PRESIDENT WANTED TO DESCRIBE
THE ENERGY CRISIS AND ITS IMPERATIVES IN 1977, HE
RECYCLED A PHRASE BY WILLIAM JAMES. PRESIDENT
CARTER SPOKE OF “THE MORAL EQUIVALENT OF WAR"--

WHICH HAPPENS TO BE THE TITLE OF A BOOK JAMES PUBLISHED
IN 1910 ADVOCATING A NATIONAL PROGRAM OF YOUTH SERVICE.
THE PARTICULAR PHRASE CONJURES UP COMMON PURPOSE,
SERIOUSNESS, URGENCY, EMERGENCY. AND SO THE WAY

JiMmy CARTER LABELED THE BAD NEWS ON ENERGY WAS GOOD
NEWS.,

SINCE THEN, THE ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN CONSISTENTLY
INCONSISTENT IN DEEDS AND IN WORDS. As A CONGRESSIONAL
SUPPORTER OF THE PRESIDENT'S EXPRESSED GOALS, | HAVE
DISCONTENTED MYSELF WATCHING THE ADMINISTRATION'S
HALF-STEPS. THE STRATEGY OF GRADUALISM HAS US LOSING
UNCOMFORTABLY IN A WAR OF ENERGY ATTRITION. THE
AVERAGE AMERICAN STILL DOUBTS OUR CONVICTION ON ENERGY.
AFTER 1977's "MORAL EQUIVALENT OF WAR,” WE SEEMED STUCK
ON THE ENERGY EQUIVALENT OF RoDNEY DANGERFIELD,

IMAGINE DANGERFIELD, WITH HIS HERKY-JERKY STYLE,
AS POSTER BOY FOR THE ENERGY PROGRAM. PICTURE HIM
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STANDING THERE, GETTING NO RESPECT, NERVOUSLY TIGHTENING
HIs PERSIAN TIE. HIS TALK IS PART OF THE PROBLEM, AND
SO IS HIS WEIGHT. IT’'S TIME TO CUT THAT LIQUID CONSUMPTION.
No MORE BINGES ON BARRELS OF OIL. EVEN THE DANGERFIELD
NAME 1S RIGHT. OUR MARCHING IN PLACE SINCE DECLARING
"WAR" IS DANGEROUS, AND SO ARE SOME OF THE DIRECTIONS -
IN WHICH OUR GOVERNMENT MAY FINALLY RUSH.,

IN 1979 THIS NATION HAS LITTLE TIME TO BELITTLE
ITSELF, EVEN THOUGH IT OFTEN ACTS LIKE A HELPLESS
GIANT, GETTING NO RESPECT. THOSE WONDERFUL PEOPLE
WHO BROUGHT US OPEC sTiLL HAVE UNCLE SAM OVER A
BARREL AND TAKING DICTATION. THE WHOLE ENERGY ISSUE
IS INCREDIBLY COMPLEX IN RELATIVELY GOOD TIMES.
Now THAT THE SHAH OF IRAN HAS MOVED ON DOWN THE ROAD
70 MOROCCO, MUCH HARDER TIMES ARE LOOMING. LEADER-
SHIP SHORTCOMINGS ON ENERGY, COMBINED WITH SHORTAGES
OF INFORMATION AND SUPPORT AMONG THE AMERICAN PEOPLE,
MAKE ME VERY APPREHENSIVE,

ToDAY IN GENEVA,”THE OPEC MINISTERS ARE MEETING.,
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LATER THIS WEEK THE WHITE HOUSE WILL ANNOUNCE ITS
PROGRAM IN RESPONSE TO THE IRANIAN CUTOFF AND REALIGN-
MENT. WE ARE STILL LITERAL REACTIONARIES ON ENERGY,

CONSTANTLY REACTING TO UNANTICIPATED DEVELOPMENTS.
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SO AT THIS CONFERENCE, AT THIS VOLATILE TIME,

LET'S CONSIDER THE PARTIAL SUCCESSES OF THE PAST,
LOOKING FOR ANY WEAKNESSES WHICH MAY PERVADE THEM,

I ALSO WANT TO DISCUSS WHAT KIND OF ENERGY PROGRAM
WOULD UNITE AMERICANS. SOLAR ENERGY AND ENERGY

' CONSERVATION ARE IMPORTANT COMPONENTS. THE ROLE

OF EACH IN JOB CREATION MUST BE APPRECIATED., THE
HARDSHIP THAT EXPENSIVE ENERGY CAUSES POOR PEOPLE
ESPECIALLY CONCERNS ME. THE GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAM MUST
PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF POOR CITIZENS.

To 61vE THE CARTER ENERGY PACKAGE OF 1977 1TS DUE, THE
PROPOSALS WERE TOUGH AND COMPREHENSIVE. A GOOD PLACE TO
START. THE PLAN WAS SO GOOD IT WAS DISMANTLED IN THE SENATE,
AND WHAT CAME OUT OF A CONFERENCE COMMITTEE LATE IN
1978 was A GREY VERSION., (Now 1F I HAD BEEN IN THE
SENATE BACK THEN , . . IT PROBABLY WOULD HAVE SUNK
MUCH THE SAME.) ITS SUPPORTERS WERE CAUGHT OVER-
CONFIDENT, THEY WERE ENGULFED BY OPPOSITION LOBBIES.

BUT, ONE OF THE THINGS THAT DEFLATED PRESSURE
FOR PASSAGE WAS THE WAVERING ADMINISTRATION LINE ON
JUST HOW SERIOUS THE "ENERGY CRISIS” WAS. THE
PRESIDENT'S STRONG SPEECH WAS BACKED UP WITH BACK-
PEDALING IN A MATTER OF DAYS. FAITH IN THE ENERGY
PROGRAM HAS BEEN HANDICAPPED BY BIG SHIFTS IN THE
OFFICIAL TONE OF ENERGY RHETORIC, [T’S NEVER TOO
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LATE TO TALK SENSE TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. THE LAST
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS SOFT-SOAPED THE GLOBAL
ENERGY SCENE. | HOPE THIS WEEK'S MESSAGE LAYS THE
SITUATION OUT CANDIDLY.

, WE FACE AN EMERGING EMERGENCY IN OIL. THE SUPPLY
SYSTEM IS PULLED TIGHT. EVEN WITHOUT ANOTHER IRAN,

A RECENT GOVERNMENT AcCOUNTING OFFICE STUDY PREDICTED

AN AVERAGE OIL PRICE OF $18 A BARREL BY THE END OF THE
YEAR. [T FORECAST A RISE IN UNEMPLOYMENT ofF 100,000
AMERICANS IN 1979 anp anoTHER 100,000 1N 1980 DuE TO

THE OIL PRICE RISE. THE STUDY ESTIMATED THAT THE PRICE
INCREASE WOULD MAKE THE GRoSS NATIioNAL PropucT $8.5 BILLION
LESS THAN IT WOULD BE OTHERWISE,

I WILL NOT, CAN NOT, SUPPORT A CALL FOR SHORT‘

TERM SACRIFICE THAT LACKS A | ONG-RANGE VISION OF A

HEALTHIER ENERGY FUTURE. THERE MUST BE A MUCH STRONGER
COMMITMENT TO RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES AND CONSERVATION,

WITHOUT A MAJOR FEDERAL COMMITMENT IN THIS DIRECTION,

A PLAN TO DEREGULATE OIL (EVEN WITH A MECHANISM TO

BAR WINDFALL PROFITS) IS SIMPLY A FOOLISH "DRAIN AMERICA
FIRST” poLIcY. WITHOUT A RENEWABLE ENERGY FUTURE, WE
SHOULD BE KEEPING OUR OWN FOSSIL FUELS IN THE GROUND.
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WE CAN BEST RECONCILE PRESSING NECESSITIES WITH
LONG-TERM REALITY BY INCLUﬁ}NG MAJOR FEDERAL INTTIATIVES
FOR RENEWABLES. AND WHY NOT THE BEST?

SOLAR ENERGY IS A GROWTH INDUSTRY FOR THE 80's,
IT MAY BE A $10 BILLION MARKET BY 1985, A STUDY DONE
FOR THE NEW ENGLAND ENERGY CONGRESS FOUND THAT A SOLAR
AND CONSERVATION STRATEGY WOULD CREATE 1l TIMES AS
MUCH EMPLOYMENT AS A NUCLEAR OPTION, IT IS VERY
PROMISING FOR NEw ENGLAND BEcAuSE 14% oF aLL U.S.
SOLAR FIRMS ARE LOCATED IN THE REGION; /% ARE IN
MASSACHUSETTS. HERE WE HAVE A HIGHLY SKILLED LABOR™
FORCE SUPPORTED BY A LARGE HIGH TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRIAL
BASE AND TOP UNIVERSITIES.

BUT SOLAR TECHNOLOGIES SUFFER IN THE MARKETPLACE
BECAUSE COMPETING FUELS CONTINUE TO HAVE A COMPETITIVE
ADVANTAGE, AND BECAUSE THE MAJOR INVESTMENT IS AT THE
FRONT END. [UNDS FOR MARKET DEVELOPMENT, TRAINING, AND
COMMERCIALIZATION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY ARE
TOTALLY INADEQUATE. THE FEDERAL OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT
AND BUDGET HAS TAKEN THE ATTITUDE THAT THE
GOVERNMENT SHOULD PRETTY MUCH KEEP HANDS OFF OF
COMMERCIALIZATION OF SOLAR ENERGY.

THE FEDERAL BUDGET FOR SOLAR IS OFFENSIVE—-

A FOOLISH FALSE ECONOMY. THE GOVERNMENT
SHOULD BE SERVING AS AN EXAMPLE FOR INDIVIDUALS AND
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BUSINESSES WITH A MAJOR PROGRAM OF SOLAR PURCHASES.
THIS WOULD ALSO ENCOURAGE éEONOMIES OF MASS PRODUCTION
AND LOWER DIRECT PRODUCT COSTS TO THE PUBLIC, WASH-
INGTON ALSO SHOULD BE DOING MORE TO SPUR INTERNATIONAL
EXPORT OF AMERICAN SOLAR TECHNOLOGY, ANOTHER WORTHY
PROPOSAL IS A SOLAR ENERGY DEVELOPMENT BANK TO PROVIDE
LONG-TERM, LOW-INTEREST LOANS TO RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL USERS.

TWO YEARS AND TWO MONTHS AFTER THIS ADMINISTRATION
BEGAN, A REVIEW OF FEDERAL SOLAR ENERGY POLICY IS ABOUT

TO BE RELEASED:. !E CAN ONLY HOPE FOR THE BEST ON THIS.

A LOT OF WATER HAS GONE OVER A LOT OF DAMS SINCE
1977, MOST OF THEM CAPABLE OF GENERATING LOW-HEAD
HYDROELECTRICITY WITH PROPER PLANNING AND LITTLE
INVESTMENT, HYDROELECTRICITY SHOULD BE SPINNING TURBINES
ON HUNDREDS OF SMALL DAMS IN MASSACHUSETTS, INSTEAD OF
SPINNING BUREAUCRATIC WHEELS IN WASHINGTON, D.C. BIOMASS
IS ANOTHER NEGLECTED RENEWABLE ENERGY FORM THAT IS
CONSIDERED PART OF THE SOLAR CATEGORY. BIOMASS AND
LOW-HEAD HYDRO ARE BOTH ATTRACTIVE NEAR-TERM FORMS OF
RENEWABLE ENERGY THAT DESERVE GREATER FEDERAL
ENCOURAGEMENT.



I KNOW THAT RENEWABLES CAN SUPPLY ONE-FOURTH OF
U.S. ENERGY NEEDS BY THE YEAR 2000, AND I FAVOR THIS
AS AN URGENT FEDERAL GOAL. [HE COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ESTIMATES THAT TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS IN TODAY'S
ECONOMY COULD EVENTUALLY REDUCE FUEL CONSUMPTION BY
4O% WITHOUT CUTTING OUTPUT. IT URGES REPLACEMENT OF
ELECTRIC RESISTANCE HEATING BY HEAT PUMPS, IMPROVEMENTS
IN BUILDING INSULATION AND LIGHTING, AND OTHER INCREASED
ENERGY EFFICIENCIES,

CONSERVATION 1S THE BEST "ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCE"
OF THEM ALL. UNITS OF ENERGY SAVED ARE ABOUT AS "CLEAN"
AS THEY COME. IMPROVEMENTS IN FUEL USE EFFICIENCY MAY
SAVE ENERGY FOR YEARS. FUELS SAVED BY CONSERVATION
WILL HELP KEEP FACTORIES OPEN AND HOMES WARM NEXT WINTER.
PUBLIC OFFICIALS PREFER TO HAVE GOVERNMENT PROD CITIZENS
TO SAVE ENERGY VOLUNTARILY, BUT THE TIMES ARE DEMANDING
MANDATORY CONSERVATION,

IN THE MATTER OF CONSERVATION, CONGRESS AND THE
PRESIDENT ARE FLAWED LEADERS. CONGRESS HAS FAILED BY
A WHOPPING MARGIN TO BAN THE SALE OF GAS-GUZZLING CARS.
THE PRESIDENT RECENTLY SENT CONGRESS A STAND-BY GAS
RATIONING PLAN REQUIRED BY LAW. [HE RATIONING PLAN
AND ITS COMPANION MEASURES SEEMED RUSHED IN THEIR

DRAFTING,



I'LL SAY ONE THING FOR GAS RATIONING., IT WOULD
CREATE JOBS--GOBS OF THEM IN A $1.5 BILLION PLAN THAT
WOULD BE A BUREAUCRATIC CHAMBER OF HORRORS. RATIONING
IS AN EXTRAORDINARY ACTION TO BE ATTEMPTED ONLY AFTER
OTHER HARD ACTIONS MAY HAVE FAILED. YET WE ARE BOUND
TO BE RATIONED BEFORE THE 1980’S ARE FINISHED, UNLESS
WE LEARN THAT ECONOMIC GROWTH DOESN’'T NECESSARILY
REQUIRE PROPORTIONATE ENERGY GROWTH.

AccorDING TO THE CoUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QuaLITY,
IN 1TS REPORT JHE Goop News ABoUT ENERGY, WE CAN SAVE

A LOT OF ENERGY BY INCREASING ITS PRODUCTIVITY. IF
WE ARE DETERMINED, WE CAN HOLD THE INCREASE IN ENERGY
USED IN THE U.S. BETWEEN Now AND 2000 to 10-15%.
INCREASED ENERGY PRODUCTIVITY ALLOWS COSTS TO BE CUT,
WHICH MAY THEN FREE DOLLARS FOR ANOTHER INVESTMENT.
EXTREME CARE TO USE ENERGY EFFICIENTLY WILL EASE
THE TRANSITION TO AN ECONOMY OF SOLAR-BASED, LIMITLESS
ENERGY. LARGE, DIRTY, DANGEROUS FUELS SUCH AS COAL
AND NUCLEAR ARE NEEDED DURING THE TRANSITION. BuT
IN THE LONGER RUN, COAL AND NUCLEAR COULD NOT ENSURE
ECONOMIC STABILITY, EMPLOYMENT, AND HEALTH AS WELL.



THAT IS WHY MY CONSTITUENTS AND | WILL BE LISTENING
FOR A STRONG--VERY STRONG-—CONSERVATION EMPHASIS IN
PRESIDENT CARTER'S ENERGY STATEMENT LATER THIS WEEK.
WE WILL BE HOPING FOR VERY LITTLE IN THE WAY OF LOOSER
POLLUTION STANDARDS, BECAUSE WE KNOW THERE ARE NO
CHEAP FIXES ON THE ENERGY ISSUE--JUST DIFFERENT WAYS
TO PAY THE PRICE. AND WHEN THE SOLAR REVIEW COMES
OUT, ANYTHING LESS THAN THE HIGH OPTION ON SOLAR ENERGY
WILL BE TOO LITTLE. A LETSURELY PACE TOWARD RENEWABLE
ENERGY PRESENTS TOO HIGH A RISK TO MY REGION, AND MY
NATION.,

THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT MAY BEGIN TO TURN AROUND
THE WORST FAILURE OF U.S. ENERGY POLICY: AMERICANS ARE
STILL UNCONVINCED THAT THERE IS A CRISIS.

THERE IS A FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE. YET THE PuBLIC AFFAIRS
BUDGET OF THE ENERGY DEPARTMENT IS LESS THAN $4 MILLION
AND IS BEING CUT. BUT THIS CRISIS IS A COLLECTIVE
FAILURE. IT’'S WRONG TO CLOSE OUR EYES AGAIN AND PICK
A SCAPEGOAT,

PUBLIC OFFICIALS, NEWS MEDIA, EDUCATORS, FOUNDATIONS
HOMEMAKERS, THE LABOR MOVEMENT AND OTHERS SHOULD
JOIN THE DEBATE. UNIONS, FOR EXAMPLE, CAN SPREAD
INFORMATION VERY FAST. DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, WORKERS'
JOBS ARE THREATENED WHEN ENERGY ISN'T DEPENDABLE. SO
TODAY'S CONFERENCE, AND THINGS LIKE PROJECT PACESETTER
IN ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, ARE WORTHWHILE PARTS

OF THE SEARCH FOR ANSWERS.
_9_



MosT AMERICANS WANT TO KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING IN
A FIELD THAT CAN AFFECT THEIR LIVES SO BASICALLY. THEY
DESERVE TO HAVE THE FACTS, AND TO BE REASONABLY ASSURED
THAT WHEELER-DEALERS AREN'T PROFITEERING ILLEGALLY, FOR
EXAMPLE, BY “DAISY-CHAINING” OLD OIL, OR BY PLAYING GAMES
WITH THEIR INVENTORIES,

WHEN OIL IS DEREGULATED, MOST OF THE "EXCESS PROFIT"
WILL JUST HAVE TO BE TAXED AWAY BY THE GOVERNMENT. SOME
OF THOSE REVENUES SHOULD GO INTO DEVELOPING RENEWABLE
ENERGIES, THE REST OF THE FEDERAL TAX SHOULD GO INTO
A NEW PROGRAM TO AID LOW-INCOME AMERICANS. THE AVERAGE
LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLD SPENDS ABOUT 307 OF ITS ANNUAL INCOME
ON ENERGY. ONE RECENT PROPOSAL WOULD SUBSIDIZE IMPROVED
WEATHERIZATION ON A HOUSE, AND PROVIDE CETA WORKERS AT
NO COST. THERE ALSO SHOULD BE PROGRAM FOR EMERGENCY FUEL
OIL ASSISTANCE TO POOR AMERICANS IN COLD WEATHER.

WE'RE READY TO TIGHTEN OUR BELTS HERE IN MASSACHUSETTS
ON THE ENERGY ISSUE--IF OUR REGION IS NOT SINGLED OUT.
AMERICANS IN GENERAL ARE WILLING TO ENSURE UNPLEASANT
CHANGES IN THEIR LIVES--IF THE JUSTIFICATION IS SOUND
AND THE COMMUNICATION STRAIGHT-FORWARD.
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As A POLITICAL CANDIDATE AND AS PRESIDENT, JIMMY
CARTER'S WORDS HAVE APPEALED TO MY CONSTITUENCY, MY
PEOPLE, ON THIS ISSUE., HE MUST KNOW THAT ALTERNATIVE
ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES LIKE SOLAR DO VERY WELL IN THE
POLLS. AND HE MUST BE READING THE POLLS AT LEAST ONCE
A WEEK, FROM TIME TOo TIME,

IF BY CHANCE HE SHOULD TURN HIS BACK ON HIS OWN
ENERGY PAST, HIS OWN PHILOSOPHY, | WOULD HAVE TO STAND
BY THE APPROACH | BELIEVE BEST SUITED TO THE NATION
AS A WHOLE. [ WOULD BE LEFT TO WONDER ON ENERGY, "WHY
NOT THE BEST?” IT WOULDN'T BE AN EGO-TRIP, BUT RATHER
A CALM DISCUSSION OF THE ISSUE THAT DWARFS EVERY OTHER
ONE IN AMERICA TODAY. I’M GENUINELY APPREHENSIVE THAT

ANOTHER WINTER WILL COME WITH INSUFFICIENT HEAT IN BOSTON

AND INSUFFICIENT_LIGHT IN THE WHITE Housk,

HiHHH
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