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To provide for the establislunent of the Lowell Nat ional
Cultural Park in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and for
other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Congress finds

and declares that (a the sites and structures in Lowell, Massachusetts,

the s, symbolize in

physical form the Industrial Revolution and ought to be preserved for the

benefit and inspiration of present and future generations; unlike many

other cities, a very large proportion of the buildings, structures, and

districts of the period of the Industrial Revolution have survived in Lowell

and are now recognized as important historical artifacts including the en-

tire 5.6 mile power canal system, seven of the ten original mill complexes;

and significant examples of early housing, commercial structures,Wsocial

institutions, and transportation facilities and that these artifacts can be

converted into living and dynamic monuments to this epoch of American cul-

ture and history; the cultural heritage of many of the ethnic groups

that immigrated to America during the late nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries is still preserved in Lowell's neighborhoods and lifestyle and

further symbolizes the societal changes which occured as .a result of the

Industrial Revolution th City of Lowell and the s

have officially recognized the need for preservation and interpretation in Lowell

and have expended substant ial monies for that purpose; despite present efforts

there is great danger that early buildings, structures, districts, and the char-

acter of 19th century Lowell will be lost without the assistance of the Federal

Government and ought to be preserved and interpreted for the benefit and inspiration

of present and future generations; the preservation and the interpretation of

the nationally significant cultural and historic resources of Lowell should be ac-

complished through the e

o i+w4 tut-i+ms, all in accordance with mutually acceptable plans and standards; and

the plan sulmiitted to the Congress for the preservation, interpretation, de-

velopment, and use of the cultural, historic, and architectural resources of I,owell

by the Lowell llistoric Canal District Conunission pursuant to the Act approved

January 4, 1975 (88 Stat. 2330} ,
supports the foregoing and should therefore be



implemented, in accordance with the authorities, intent, and provisions of this

Act.

Sec. 2(a). In furtherjaanc_ç of the findings and purposes set forth in the

first section of this Act and of the recommendations submitted with the plan

prepared by the 1.owell llistoric Canal District Commission pursuant to the Act

approved January 4, 1975 (88 Stat . 2330), there e

City of Lowell, Massachusetts, the I,owell Nat ional Cultural park (hereinafter

referred to as the "park"). The park shall consist of two zones, the Preserva-

tion Zone and the Intensive Use Zone, boundaries of which shall be tentatively

established and del ineated by +Å-attached map (NPS // ). rete½ of

lgterder41msaina£ten re fe r rg&to_as-thL "SegetarCL_anLthe 11 KLiana1
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delineated by the attached map not.using the name of a street and including a

part of a property shall be considered to include the complete property. As

soon as practicable followin the effective date of this Act the Secretary and

the Commission, with th advice of the representatives of the City of Lowell, and

4 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts wrrT establish more detailed boundaries of

the park, including the boundaries the zones within it. Not ice of such estah

Register. Following reasonable notice in writing to the Committees on Interior

and Insular Affairs of the Senate and House of Representatives of his intention

to do so, the Secretary may make minor revisions in the boundaries of the park,

including the zones within it, by publication of a revised boundary description

in the Federal Register.

(b) The boundaries of the shal I includt

cultural _and historical sites and resources within the City of lowell represent-

inn an envinmment sunilar to thM of the period between 1745 mid 14IO such a



mills, typical housing for workers, agents, and overseers, and community in-

stitutions together with sites and structures/-needed./for the preservation,

interpretation, and public use of the cultural, historical, commercial, and

1) o
social resources based on an inventory and evaluation of those rescources.

lhe boundaries o th preservation Zon shall include those areas adiacent

or related to the cuitura1 and historic resources of 1he Intensive Use Zone,

which should be (

standing and a 3reciat ion of those resources.

Sec. 3(a). Within the Intensive Use Zone the Secretary is authorized to

acquire by purchase, donation, or exchange lands, waters, and interests therein

for the development, protection, and interpretation

of the park in accordance with the plan prepared by the Lowell Historic Canal

District Commission. 
e

o that property continues to be the subject of a cooperative agreement

entered into pursuant to subsection (b) of this section. The Secretary shall

negotiate for the aquisition of privately owned lands and attempt to enter into

agreement to acquire use of privately owned lands w thin the boundaries of the

park. T

the development of the park o

into agreement have failed. In this instance, the Secretary shall consult with

the Commission and inform the City of Lowell of this intended action. Property

owned by the Conunonwealth of Massachusetts or any political subdivision thereof

may be acquired only by donation.

(h) in furtherance of the plan prepared by the 1,0well Historic District

Canal Commission, the Secretary is authorized to enter into cooperat ive agree-

ments with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts the Cit of howell, or any private

owner of property with1n the intensive llse Zone, pursuant to which the Secretary

may assist, in whole or part, in the interpretation, restoration, preservation,

management, development and maintenance of such property for the benefit of the

public. Such agreements shall contain, but need not he limited to, provisions

that the Secretary shall have the right of access at all reasonable t imes to all

public port ion of the property for the purpose of conduct inn visitors through

such properties and interpreting them to the public, and that no changes or alter
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Funds appropriated for the purposes

of this Act shal I he available for expenditure by the Secretary in accordance

«p the terms of such agreements without prejudice to the availability of

Federal funds for s imilar purposes authorized and appropriated under any other

Federal program.

(c) Not withstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the Sec-

retary may purchase, construct 
, operate, and maintain directly or by agreement

in accordance with subsection (b), transportation services and facilities for

visitors within the

facilities, and local rail facilties.

Sec. 4(a). The Secretary shall, with the advice of the Commission created

pursuant to section 5 of this Act,

w Such standards and criteria

may be revised from time to time, with the advice of the Commission, and shall

have as their purpose the promotion of construction, restoration, and alteration

activities in a manner consistent with the maintenance and interpretation of

the historic scene of the park. The Secretary shall publish the standards and

criteria, and any revisions, in the Federal Register. The Secretary shall,

with the advice of the Commission, seek from the City of Lowell a code of estab-

lished standards and criteria a plicable to the construction, restoration, al-

teration and use of all properties directly im»icti 10 ark. This uni-

form code Sha l l be dev i sed w i t h the ass i s ance an( a( v ice o le ec retary and

the Commission and submit ted to the Secretary one yehr following the effective

date of this Act. No project, grant, loan, or license shall be undertaken or

a

sistent with such standards and criteria e-the ext-ewt ch projec-t-, -grant;-lean3

(b) Th c t , the pur-

poa of whnh halI h< to t u ihe development o ene al manivement plan,

with p11vate finns 01ler ing architectural oi plannin ervite . Anv suth t inn

will be selected by the het reta2v follow ng submit tal of recommendat ions hv the

Conmüssion. lhe 5etretarv shall engage n pl ill ultation servi e



including, but not limited to analysis of historic structures and fabrics to

the City of Lowell and to residents of the City of Lowell.

Sec. 5(a). There is hereb I ished the Lowell National Cultural Park

Advisory Commission. The Commission shall consist of vot ing members

and one non-voting member as follows:

(1) The Representative in Coneress representing the City of

Lowell;

(2) Three members appointed by the Secretary from recommend-

3 a t i ons submi t ted by the Manager o f the C i ty o f Lowell ,

who are to be broadly representative of the business

community, local neighborhoods, and educational/cul-

tural institutions, and who are not elected officials;

(3) Three members appointed by the Secretary from recommend-

ations submitted by the Mayor of the City of Lowell,

who are to be elected officials

(4) One member designated by each of the following:

The Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary of

t, and the Secretary

of Commerce;

- (5) Two members designated by the Secretary (of Interior);

(6) Three members appointed by the Secretary from recommend-

at i ons submi t ted by the Governor o f Massachusetts ;
(7) One non-voting member who shall be the Superintendant

oi the IowelI Nationai CulturaI Park.

(b) the of the Commission shall be elected from among its members

by a majority vote.

(c) the tenn of each member of the Cononission shall expire upon the

swea eed

(d) a vacancy in the Commission shall not effect its powers, but shall

be filled in the same manner of the original appointment (and for the

balance of the unexpired term).



(e) The Conuni.ssion shall act and advise by affirmative vote.

of a majority of its members

(f) Members of the Conunission who are officers or employees

of the FederaI Government 
, the City of I,0we11,

,
or the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts shalI serve without com-

pensation as such. Other members, while engaged in ac-

tivities of the Conunission, shall be entit led to com-

pensation at the rate of not to succeed $100 per diem.

All members may receive reimbursement for necessary

travel and subsistence expenses incurred by them in the

in performance of the duties of the Commission.

(g) Financial and administrative services (including those

relating to budgeting, accounting, financial reporting,

personnel, and procurement) shall be provided for the

Commission by the Secretary, for which payments shall be

made in advance, or by reimbursement, from funds of the

Commission in such amounts as may be a

Chairman of the Commission and the Secretary: Provided,

That the regulations for the Department of the Interior

for the collect ion of indebtedness of personnel resulting

from erroneous payments shal I apply to the collect ion of

erroneous payments to or on behalf of a Conunission em-

ployee, and regulations of said Secretary for the admin-

istrative control of funds shall apply to appropriations of

the Commission: . And provided further, that the Commission

shall not be required to prescribe such regulations.

(h) The Commission may also procure, without regard to the

civil service laws and the Classification Act of 1949,

temporary and intennitterit services to the s: une extent

as is authorized for the execut ive departments by section

15 of the Administrative ! ! xpenses Act of 1946, but at rates

determined to be reasonable and not to conflict with any other

provision of law.
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(i) The Federal executive departments represented on the Copunission

shall provide it, on a reimbursable basis, with.such fqcilities

and services under their jurisdiction and control as may be

needed by the Commission to carry out its duties, to the extent

that such facilities and services are requested by the Conunis-

sion and are othenvise available for that purpose. To the extent

of available appropriations, the Commission may obtain, by pur-

chase, rental, donation, or otherwise, such additional property,

.facilities, and services as may be needed to carry out its duties.

Upon the termination of the Conunission, all property, personal and

real, and unexpended funds shall be transferred to the Department

of Enterior.

(j) It shall be the duty of the Commission to advise the Secretary

with respect to standards and criteria for the construction,

restoration, alteration, and use of all properties within the ark,

2) it of propertie wv t ,

coordination of public agency activities, /preservat ton

assistance outside the intensive use zone, educational and cultural

program development; (4) an appropriate permanent management entity

to which overall coordination of the above duties, but not limited

to those duties, should be pennanently assigned. The Secretary shall

consult with the Commission from time to time with respect to his

duties and responsibilities under this Act. Not laten than ears

it

his recommendation to the Congress for a permanent management entity.

The Secretary will periodically review the scope of activities of the

pennanent management ent ity. The pennanent management entity shall

be tenninated when (1) the program.development function is self-suf-

ficient ; (2) when the preservat ion progr: un is substantially complete;

(3) when the local and state agei cies are completely capable of in-

suring the integrity of the park; (4) when the major redevelopment

and reuse of structures in the park is substantially under way.

Sec. 6. Tl

the park as a unit of the national park system in accordance with the



provisions of the Act_ approved August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), the Act

approved August 21, 1935 (19 Stat. 666), as both have been amended and

supplemented, and this Act.

Sec. 7. T

necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act.


