
PAUL E. TSONGAS DISTRICT OFFICES:

STH DISTRICT, MASSACHUSETTS GREATER LOWELL

RooM 216, 50 KEARNEY SQUARE

WASHINGTON OFFICE: I.OWELL, MASSACHUSETTS 01852

419 HOUSEOFFICE20 SLDING €0Hgit$$ Of tljt Multch Stated
(202) 225-3411 

GREATER LAWRENCE

469 ESSEx STREET

%0Ußt Of Nept.tßtulatibtß LAWRENCE, MASSACHUSETTS 01840

COMMITTEES: (617) 683-5313

BANKING CURRENCY AND EEaSijingt0H, M.E. 20515 MINUTEMAN TOWNS

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 
185 BEDFORD STREET

3 y 
^r /; LEXINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02173

DENNIS R. KANIN 
(617) 862-1847

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

xxxxxxxxx x
x xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxx

er xxxxxxxxxxxxxx:

Congressman Peyser has referred your correspondence concernina Fort nevens
to me as a matter of Congressional courtesy.

I find it sad anc! riisappointin2 that the decision to drasticallv curtail manpower
at Fort Devens was made on a political basis and without adequate study.

I'resently, a nunner of steps are being taken to try and reverse this decision.
I have assisted in the organization of Congressional and State task forces that
wi! ! co; npile a comprehensive ec or r> rnic irnpcict st:1tc± rnc± nt ft)r !)rcs(2nt29tic3n tc,

the Army. We expect to be able to prove that the transfer of Devens personnel
will not be cost effective, and that federal compensation for loss of jobs and re-

sulting economic damage in the area wi! ! far exceed any Army savings, and that
base closings have discriminated against the Northeast and favored the South,

erråers of my staff have also been participating in Army planning sessions of
Port Devens. We have been able to gain assurance from the Army that staff
members ar, appropriate area officials will be invited to sit in on these meetings
in order to insure that all views are considered during the next few months of
study. This is the period in vhich the Army is supoosed to conòjct their own review
of the Fort nevens "recommendation".

Finally, we are working to assure that no decision will be made until a! ! relevant
econœnic and social data on the impact of closing Port Devens have been gathered
and carefully assessed. The House of Representatives has recently passed legislation
introduced by Representative 0"¥0i11 on behalf of the entire : iassachusetts delegation
which does just that. The legis!ntion requires that one year elapse between the
preliminary decision to close or drastically reduce manpower at a 5ase and the
time that the action is taken. It further reouires that the Armed Service involved
provide to Congress a complete economic imoact statement on the closing or
reduction at least three months before the final decision is made.

Senators Brooke and Kennedy have succeeded in having these provisions included
in the Senate version of t5e Military Construction hi! ! which has recently passed
the Senate. Although a conference committee has not yet met to reconcile the
iouse and Senate versions of the bill, there appears to 5e no doubt that the

Fort Devens provisions will remain intact. This would mean that tb earliest
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