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"I view my approach ae
compaeeionate.realiem.
Can you imagine a bumper
eticker with thoee worde
on it? " -- Paul Teongae

MERRIMACK MEANS STRONG PLACE

It'e January, C'alifornia,
I have beach eand under my naile
ae I tear open the earton
etuffed with birthday shirte,
pietachioe from Market Street,
and two-week-old SUNe
telling of Paul Tecngae leaving the Senate.
Headlinee had croseed the country:
a bulletin on Larry King'e ehow,
a clip on MacNeil-Lehrer,

Ellen Goodman in the L.A. Timee,
but the hometown paper ie epic --

Armand, Joe, Fred responding;
the victory ecene in Tateice'
photoe of Paul in Nicaragua, Ierael,
with Tip and Ted in Waehington;
and a family portrait, all emilee --

Nikki, Aehley, Katina, and Molly.

Lowell -- what a hold it hae.
Gone de the complaint, "Let'e get out.
The paint ie freeh.
A Senator liver there.
And we cry.for the favorite son,
throw him a thoueand ropee
hung with get-well carde
that read, "Be with ue a long time.
The.re'e an aeriel shot of the river
in the Higgine picture book:
the Merrimack, at ite eummer level,

eaeing through the valley,
gete held up by the dam,
epille through, thine out,
eneaking between the rocke, .
then emergee whole
in a wide, quiet, eparkly.baein,
right up againet the city,

in no hurry.for the ocean.

Paul Marion


