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In Pittsfield, the $60Mt+ downtown mall (including a $14.2M UDAG)
has been a difficult strugglé involving historic preservatiom—
% S T e e
issues. We have now reached an understanding incorporating
some limited design modifications. The Tinar hurdle will be
to secure the anchor store commitments. The mall Das sparked
downtown Elttsfield.

tremendous Erivate sector activity supporting
€ are working wi this group and the city on a range of

economic development issues including saving a rail spur for
the industrial park, securing a jet fuel supplier and storage
facility for the airport and improving the airport's access
road. 5
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The economic future of Pittsfield ®ill largely depend on the

success of its downtown mall. It will be important to continu

the active participation of the private gegtor on projects that

will assist the existing commercial sectQr and visibly exhibit
development activity in the city. This would help stem the tide

of abandonment by the areds young people (Pittsfield has experienced
a significant decline in_population in recent years). Improve-
ments to Rte. 7, the citded major access route will be

important to fac%litate industrial growth, including tourism.
Importanc of Stalnfization -j GE

Springfield is in the midst of a major downtown revitalization
effort largely orchestrated by a unique private business group-

Springfield 1. They have several mortga a aik le
with flexible financing for downtown investment. Complimenting
this activity 1n the private sector two UDAG grants over 400
units of CBD housing rehab, an urban transit m , a $15M federal
building, a river-front park and a sEéEE:EEEEEEééa_pa;k are alr-
in varYing st3dges or development. With capab i f £

in place and projects well along, our efforts have been focused
on ipndustrial expansion, housing and nelgHEorhogd revitalization.
A key component - -to the industrial growth 1s the Skills (enters

We have provided support for its expansion and renovations, as

well as improvements for the industrial park with assistance from
EDA.

Our future role in Springfield will involve neighborhood revitalizat:

ion projec¢ts with the Upper State ent Corp.,
continued support for the downtown including river—-front projects
which are still in the early stages, and industrial ansi

with a particular focus on high.fech, industries,as Springfield
is extremely well situated for air and highway access.
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Community activity in GREENFIELD K has seen ncw 1ife with tlie
award of the $2.2M CDBG. Three major employers had- left the
town and this, coupled with other factors,was threatening

Greenfield's position as the social and _economic derpber ar the
ounty. The %iggé,ﬁxant-héé_gxlgggggg_several projects including
1 for the=Tehab of an unused downtown theatre, 110 units
of elderly housing (4 n), expansion.of.stats and _federal
office space which we are %@fﬁ&ﬁ& to keep downtown, and the
formation of a coalition of bankers who stand ready to Barticigate
in the revitalizallOon .DRIQCCSS- An RTA has been forme to provide

the County with a transportation network. We have strongly supported
all'of these effo;;s_anq I think we hgve deve%opeﬁ a unique
position of leadership _in this community.= PETS vu

The priorities for Greenfield must be to work on involving the
cautious downtown merchants and fipancial.sector in the re-—
vITalization process, locate tgghgn:s to fill the available industria:
space, improve Rte. 2 which is the major east-west access route

and perceived in the community as a barrier to future ecopnomic
dgygIEﬁEEﬁ?T- Greenfield could be a model for rura communit y
revitalization. Umigus U of o le

STATE ISSUE

The proposed divyersion gé:fhp Conngticnf River, is an 1issue
of great significance To' the state and also X i he issue
of the adequgby of municipal water supplies _in Mas
and the ©ntire Nort east. e TosT Or national ater Yy
has been focused on thépeeds of our western states, upban water
distribution systems have been left to decay causing purity and
supply problems. Our position on thépt. SIversion (which is
very similar to nuclear power) 1is that coHEETVACLION, development
of ground water resQurces and system rehab must be looked to
first before we consider a‘whter diversion project. Water
is an &ssential resource to all community deyelopment efforts
and no longer can we asguyme 1its easy supply - Communities should
assess their water supplies, examine their management practices
for improved conservation, and look more to regional
solutjons. To respond to this problem will reguire some
1egi§lation to broaden existing programs (eg the Army Corps, HUD
EDA) .




