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Mr. President. As a former Peace Corps volunteer, I have been concerned

about the loss. of vitality of this unlque people-to-people program in

recent years. I believe that surv1va1 of the organization depends on

changes that go beyond namin a new Peace Corps Director herefore,r
%62 t-10 beyond naning ps Director, —mm

n lieu 1cd>
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TrssEEsRg with. mycgzl—figue Senator Hatfield, /fhe Pe orps Reform

S 1ntroduced in the House by Don Bonker and 43

co-sponsors.

The Peace Corps Reform Act establishes an fndeoendent foundation

with a presidentially appointed board of directors. The knard appoints

the Peace CoRrs Director. An important feature is the creation of

advisory councils with representation from Third World countries where

the volunteers serve.

The Peace Corps has lost its identity since its incorporation into
ACTION. to give this administration a chance

to revitalize the agency within ACTION, but it is apparent this has not
‘13$ heow oL omme
been accomplished. Presesals hatAPeace Corps be made a
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partof’the\gggjg%fgﬁ%%fiona1 Development Cooperation Administration (IDCA),

,2pt i§§éhﬁ-¢ﬁai/¥n;§/ﬁie; it too closely to the foreign policy bureaucracy

and would destroy much of the credibility that thezPeace
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has been%é%gnmﬁif&%%—toﬂﬁgi succesiﬂin the Third WOr]d A#theggh'fhe
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'4§§%§%€ndependent budget and program author1ty\ Although I am not entirely

happy with this approach, HE=tmpgriant+hat the Housedrécognize@
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Cosebssimgin =M problems if the agency were incorporated completely within

independent foreign policy objectives. We have seen many examples wf—




of effective work done by volunteers in.countries whose governments were at

odds with the U.S. for one reason or another. We have more volunteers in

Africa than any other region of the wor]QQ oo they work there successfu]ly

the fact that U.S. policies with regard to Africa often run-

counter to prevailing opinion on that contInent A case in point wou]d be the .

Front LIne States of Africa, which look incredulously at the U.S. for its

refusal to recognize Angola. . Yet President Nyerere of Tanzanial|last year
invited the Peace Corps back to his countrxafnd the first volunteers

will arrive there ttzs fa]].

On g amTe perSOa. dvel, gruprtd/to Fthiopia—n 1977, fifteen yeg
) dd. Adc.a

after  had served/ ti€re adA Volunteer. me fth gldents hagZtaugh

On a more personal level, I returned to Ethiopia in 1977 and met with

: ' L& ,
students I had taughtj%?ﬁ#:ﬁtfiears earlier. At the time of our reunion,

U.S—Ethiopian relations were at rock bottom, posters of Lenin and Marx were

were

prominently displayed in the main square, Ru551an and Cuban troops/visible

qawd there was #
throughout the countrk\ﬁa:7no Amer1can Ambassador in residence. I was

able to reesta

blish an Amer1can presence based on the friendship of years
1ﬂT’:S ~individual

Americans that may well be critica]'to our future relations

Md%h—that4yxnu;3I;;;ther or not the Ru551ans and Cubans leave.
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IT IS OBVIOUS THAT NOT ONLY AFRICAN PEOPLE, BUT THEIR
LEADERS AS WELL, . MAKE A DISTINCTION BEfWEEN THE PEACE

: CORPS AND OTHER U, S FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES.-
»UsS

INTO 700 CLOSE A RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER :
- FOREIGN AID. PROGRAMS—-THE KIND} OF . REU\TIONSHIP THAT IDCA
. WOULD PROMZHE.--;»' = ' =

The Foreign Re]atﬂgns Comnittee will have an opportunitvy to revitali-a
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at on angaxgared basis Ethiopians still felt a kinship with
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On a more personal level, I returned to Ethiopia in 1977 and met with
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students I had taughté%?ézsstf§ears earlier. At the time of our reunion,

U.S—Ethiopian relations were at rock bottom, posters of Lenin and Marx were
were
prom1nent1y displayed in the main square, Russian and Cuban troops/visible

awd there was #t
throughout the countr\*h§:7no American’Ambassador in residence. I was

able to reestab ish an American presence based on the friendship of years
& ‘fﬁ"j> individual
beforepmEiamwthat on angaﬁgpnﬁ% basis Ethiopians still felt a kinship with

Americans that may well be cr1t1ca1 to our future relations

#ﬁih—that4yuuu33I;;Zther or not the Russ1ans and Cubans leave.
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IT IS osvmus mAT NOT ONLY AFRICAN PEOPLE, BUT THEIR
LEADERS AS WELL, MAKE A DISTINCTION BEFWEEN THE PEACE

: CORPS AND OTHER U, S FOREIGN POLICY ORJEC]’IVES.
BeoS
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The Fore1gn Relations Comm1ttee will have an opportun1ty to revitalize the
Peace Corps Act Amendments
Peace Corp‘«yhen it marks-up the foreign-aid- authep+zat+en=nEEEBE§ﬁ§ I
support
hope the.Committee w11]/%§¥e;£eﬁ-an independent Peace Corps as outlined in

the Peace Corps Reform Act.




