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U.S. SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS

THEONGAS TO S5PONSOR CONFEREHCE ON BUSIREEE/EDUCATION PARTHEBRENIFS

Scnator Paul E. Tsongas, together with The Hew England Council
and Tho Massachusctis Business Roundtable, will Bponsor Striving For
Excellence, A Conference ou Businesa/Education Partnerships to be
held Monday, Novembsr 21, 1983, at the SBheraton Boston Hotel. The
purpose of the conference is to briny togethsr Massachusetts' business
and education leaders to plan a cooperative gffort to strengthon
public education.

Senator Tsongas, who hag been warking with a number of
Massachupetts school systems on model programa to improve adugational
guality, will Qeliver the keynote addross of the canferencoe at 9:230
AM. The Senator has authored innovative leglalation which will bring
together the fsderal and Btate governmeants with the private bhusBiness
sector to offer programs that will improve the gualfty of scientific
and malhematical education in ouwr echools. The legielation i=
currently advancing and could hegcome law in this Conhgresa.

Sopatoy Tsongase praised the foresight of The Hew England Council
and The BuBiness Roundtable in organizing the conforence., "The
business/education parthership ¢&n be mutually beneficial to koth
busin#sz and education,” he said, "Education will henefit Irom
industry's technological and service-oriented support. BusBineSs on
the other hand, will profit by having a qualified woxk force
available for the future."

The worning seasion &f the conference includes the keynoie
address and a number of presentationa by other speakers who will
be introsduced by Bric Swider, President of the New Bngland Council.
The luncheon speaker will be Governer Michael Dukakis and the
afterncon pénel sessions will cover toplca such aa, "Heeting
Technology's Challenge in the Classroom!, “Excellencs in Education',
"Existing Businema/Bducation Partnerships”, "Quality Teachers/Quality
Work Force", and "Higher Education's Commitment to Publie Education.™

The conforence comes at & time whan the guality of education
nationwide is under inereasingly intense acrutiny. Ths National
Commisalon on Bxeellence in Bducation, in thelr recent raport,

A Hation at Risk, stated that without vast impreovement in our
cducational system, the U.5. will centinue to perform lesa effeclivaly
againet forelgn competitors in the international marketplace.

Benastor—Peongas Firmly halieves that we cannatrcontinue to allow
that to happen. “We must organize all the resourcos of our cvommunitiy
to ensurc that it does nobk." the Senator saiad.

"thia conforence is an important step at a time when resourees
for education are severaly strained and the need for guality iB B0
great. I beljeve that we must pursue projects that bring greater

collabhoration bebwesen the schools and the buBiness community. Such
partnerships will do mueh to ensura gualliy aducation in Qur
Commonwealth, Anything less is uanfair to our youth and for our satate,”

TeONg&s GCONCludao,

For rescrvations and information on the confersnce, call
Cynthla Andersen at The New England Coungil, (617) 542-2580.
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