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To establish a community energy efficiency program.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

SEPTEMBER 27 (legislative day, JUNE 21), 1979

Mr. TSONGAS introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to

the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources

A BILL
To establish a community energy efficiency program.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That this Act may be cited as the "Community Energy Effi-

4 ciency Act of 1979".

5 FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

6 SEC. 2. (a) The Congress finds that-

7 (1) policy and program coordination between the

8 Federal, State, and local levels is essential to an effi-

9 cient energy program;
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1 (2) resources are not effectively directed to re-

2 solve important national energy problems at the appro-

3 priate level of government;

4 (3) recognizing that energy conservation and re-

5 newable resource development require a reliance on

6 decentralized action;

7 (4) programs are needed to strengthen citizens

8 awareness of, and involvement in, energy conservation

9 and renewable resource use; in concert with their re-

10 spective local governments; and

11 (5) development of conservation and renewable re-

12 source strategies at the local government level and at

13 the neighborhood level are needed.

14 (b) It is the purpose of this Act to-

15 (1) promote the conservation of nonrenewable re-

16 sources through local government action;

17 (2) hasten the transition to renewable energy-

18 based community activity;

19 (3) promote the development of local energy plans

20 which draw upon local authorities and decisionmaking

21 and complement national energy objectives;

22 (4) insure that local laws, policies, and decisions

23 recognize the particular needs of decentralized, renew-

24 able resource technologies;
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1 PREAPPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

2 SEC. 4. To be eligible for a grant under section 5 the

3 applicant shall have implemented the following measures

4 before an application can be approved:

5 (1) demonstrate commitment to national and local

6 energy targets including a commitment to maintain

7 local energy expenditures;

8 (2) certify that the requirements of sections 6 and

9 7 can be achieved by the applicant;

10 (3) assess the energy savings resulting from exist-

11 ing local energy conservation, renewable resource, and

12 other production programs;

13 (4) create a citizen's energy advisory committee,

14 which draws upon community-based and neighborhood

15 organizations, to assist in the development of local

16 energy programs especially in poverty areas; and

17 (5) designate a lead agency or establish a local

18 energy office to coordinate and implement local energy

19 programs.

20 COMMUNITY ENERGY ACTION GRANTS

21 SEC. 5. (a) The Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-

22 opment in consultation with the Secretary of Energy shall

23 make community energy action grants under sections 6 and 7

24 for-
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1 from various Federal, State, and local energy pro-

2 grams;

3 (b) adoption of local targets for energy conserva-

4 tion and renewable resource development and plans for

5 aggressive implementation of programs to reach these

6 targets;

7 (c) a program to incorporate, coordinate, and pro-

8 mote energy conservation and production activities at

9 the neighborhood level;

10 (d) a program to assist low-income residents in

11 implementing energy conservation and renewable re-

12 source measures;

13 (e) a program to integrate energy conservation

14 and renewable resource measures with those at the

15 metropolitan or areawide level;

16 (f) a program to amend local land use controls

17 such as building codes and permits, transportation con-

18 trols and policies and ordinances in order to facilitate

19 conservation and renewable resource development; and

20 (g) a program to coordinate local energy activities

21 with the State energy plan and other Federal energy

22 programs and policies.

23 coMMUNITY ENERGY ACTION PROGRAM

24 SEC. 7. (a) A recipient of a grant under section 6 who

25 has made significant progress in implementing the require-
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1 to neighborhood organizations for special energy projects

2 under coordination of the grantee. Such projects shall pro-

3 mote community outreach programs or provide grants for

4 energy conservation and renewable resource projects.

5 COMMUNITY ENERGY EFFICIENCY INVESTMENT GRANTS

6 SEC. 8. (a) The Secretary of Energy after consultation

7 with the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development shall

8 make grants to any local government to undertake energy

9 efficiency capital programs appropriate to the community

10 level. Recipients of grants under sections 6 and 7 shall be

11 allowed to apply for community energy efficiency investment

12 grants only if the projects are consistent with the programs

13 developed under the community energy action program. Pri-

14 ority shall be given to projects which leverage local public

15 and private funds.

16 (b) Community energy efficiency grants shall be availa-

17 ble for, but not limited to-

18 (1) energy-efficient city block demonstration

19 projects;

20 (2) low-head hydro development;

21 (3) district heating development;

22 (4) urban waste-based energy production facilities;

23 (5) industrial-residential cogeneration;

24 (6) solar energy systems development;

25 (7) weatherization of low-income housing;
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1 (2) collect information on other locally based

2 initiatives;

3 (3) utilize a computer data base to maximize the

4 flexibility and usefulness of the available information;

5 (4) assemble the technical assistance panels in ac-

6 cordance with subsection (c);

7 (5) respond to information requests from local offi-

8 cials, by drawing upon its own information resources

9 or by referring such requests to a member of a Techni-

10 cal Assistance Panel or an appropriate public or pri-

11 vate agency;

12 (6) organize conferences and seminars for local of-

13 ficials on issues pertaining to energy conservation and

14 renewable energy resources development; and

15 (7) publicize the services offered by the Center.

16 (c) The Center shall establish and maintain regional

17 Technical Assistance Panels, to provide a vehicle for direct

18 communication between localities which are working to con-

19 serve energy or develop renewable energy resources, as to

20 provide a source of assistance for local energy program de-

21 velopment efforts. All localities receiving documentation and

22 distribution grants under section 10 shall be represented on

23 such panels. The Secretary of the Department of Energy

24 shall appoint not more than ten additional qualified individ-

25 uals to serve on each panel. Panel members shall respond to
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1 direct requests from localities or in response to re-

2 quests from the Local Energy Reference Center, and

3 (3) appoint one person to serve on a Technical

4 Assistance Panel, which would be coordinated by the

5 local Energy Reference Center.

6 (c) There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out

7 the purposes of this section $4,000,000 for the fiscal year

8 ending September 30, 1980 and for each of the next four

9 succeeding fiscal years.

10 coORDINATION WITH STATE PLANS

11 SEC. 11. (a) In order to insure compatibility and full

12 coordination of local plans developed under this Act with

13 State plans and programs, each State within sixty days of

14 enactment of this Act must provide eligible recipients of

15 grants under sections 6 and 7 a description of applicable

16 State energy programs and policies which shall identify areas

17 of local responsibility.

18 (b) Each eligible recipient of grants under this Act

19 must-

20 (1) evidence consideration and coordination as re-

21 quired for grant applications under section 6 with the

22 State information provided pursuant to subsection (a) of

23 this section; and
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1 (c) The Secretaries of the Department of Housing and

2 Urban Development and Energy shall-

3 (1) convene an interagency task force including

4 representatives from the Department of Transportation,

5 Department of Energy, ACTION, Community Services

6 Administration, and the Department of Health, Educa-

7 tion, and Welfare to improve existing Federal policies

8 and programs in order to promote and facilitate the

9 purposes of this Act; and

10 (2) make a report to Congress, two years from

11 the date of enactment, on the operation and the actual

12 and potential energy impact of the programs estab-

13 lished under this Act.
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