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U.S. SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS

TEORCAS URGHES POLITICAYL ASYLUM FOR DENNIS BRUTUS, EXILED SOUTH AFRICAR POET AND SCHOLAR

Senator Paul E. Tsongas, joined by seven fSenate collsagues, hag given added impetus
to the effort to prevent the deportation.of Dennis Brutus, a black South African poet.
Teongas and hia oolleagues have writtaen to Elliott Abrams, Assistant Becretary of state
for Buman Rights snd Humanitarlan Affairs, urging the Btate Departmant Lo grant political
asylum to Brutus, an exilad Scouth African poet and gcholar.

Brutus who has been a professor of English at Rorthwestern Universzity in Evanaton
I1lincia for the last ten yeara, spent the last adsdemic -year as a visiting profagion
at Amherat College in Amherst, Masaschusetts. Teongas, the ranking minority member on
the Bubcombittee on African Affairy of the Benate Porelgn Relations Cammittee, callsd
Brutus * a distinguished poet, schelar and human rights advocate. " He urged the State
Department to grant Brutus' application. for political asylum in the U.8. on the bagie
that Dr. Brutus' return to Houtharn Africa might " seriously sndanger hiz life 7.

Dr. Brutus conld be " immedlately imprisoned " if ha 1s deported to South Africs and
» reliable evidence exista.whigh suggests that his 1ife may be in danger * 1f he is
daported to Zimhahwe, Tsongas emphasized.

The Senator went an to polnt out that Profeassor Brutus anjoys an intarnational
reputation ag an suthority on African literature and culture as well as for his out-
apoken and gteadfast oppegitian to racism and oppresgeion in S¢uth Africa. Y Dr. Brutus'
literary works have besn widely publizhed and his statemmnts and activitles oppoaing
apartheid in South Africs have been well documented. Frofesgor Brutys has heoome a
nigh profile spokesman for ths anti-apartheid movement " the Senater said.

The letter to Abrame was co-signed by Senatoxe Claiboine Pell, Alsn Cranataon,
Carl Levin, George Mitchell, Ervest Hollings, David Pryor and Bill Bradley. It
urges the State Department " to grant political asylum and keep the gates of America
opsn to human rights advocates.® "Our Hation has historically offerad protection to
those persons fleeing persecution for their outspoken support of mman rights. Dennie
Brutus is such & man " Senator Teongas concluded.
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