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TH E LO WELL NEI GHBORHOODS: 
AN HISTORICAL & ARCHI.TECTU RAL OVERVIEW 

PREFACE 

I n 1978, thro ug h an act of Con gres s , a ma j or portion of downt own 
Lowell was designated a Nation a l Urban Park. Key industrial a n d 
commer cia.l propert i es '.ver e i n c orporated into an interpretive 
framework i n tended to portray the origin and evolution of the 
nation's fi rst text ile city . Beyond the park, an even larger 
area of the c ity, en compa ssing most industrial, retail and busi­
ness properties a s we ll as waterways and several residential 
ar ea s , was es tabl ishe d as a preservation district. 

In the sunm1er of 197 9, the National Park Service undertook an 
extens ive a r chit ectural, hi s t orical and planning survey of each 
buildi n g and par ce l o f land loca ted within this Lowell Historic 
Pr e servat i on District (LHPD). Its results comprise a 12 volume 
r e port. Inclt1ded in the first volume is a comprehensive overview 
of Lowell's developmer1t, highlighting tl1e industrial and commer­
cial city. 

Th e City o f Lowell was concerned that a similar survey project 
be condu c ted f or the city' s extensiv e neighborhoods and the 
industr i a l s i t es out s ide the LHPD. In 1981, it contracted with 
El izabeth Dur fee Heng en , a professional preservation planner, 
t o u nd ertake this survey through a grant from the National Historic 
Preservat ion Fund. 

Through field survey and r es earch , de t ailed architectural and 
histor i ca l informat i on has b e en r ecorde d for more than one thou­
s an d building s . The f o l l owing overview s ummar izes major findings 
and i s i ntended as a supplemen t to the LHPD repoit. Part One 
br i efly out l in es · the ci ty ' s h istorica l development and its rela­
tionship t o n eighborhood evolution . Part 1wo discusses Lowell's 
a r c hi tec t ure, with sp ecific examples of buildings and areas located 
out s i de the LHPD. Wh i le dividing discussion of Lowell architectur e 
into LHPD and non-LHPD activities is s omewhat arbitrary and super­
ficial , g i v en their interwoven history , Lowell's residential 
archit ec t ure and neighborhood growth patterns are sufficiently 
interes ting and complex to warrant separate discussion. 

Project S t a f f - ... 

Eliza beth Durf ee Hengen, Project Dire ctor 
Harriet WJ1i te 
Carole Zellie 
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area. O·ut side the d is t rict, a few pockets of neigl1.bo1-hoo d 
reta i l s tores developed a long major arteries. Bridge Street , 
in Centralville, had several 3 and 4 story frame commercial 
bui l d ings by the late 1880 's which s erved the 9,000 people 
resid ing in tha t a rea . These were s imply adorned with class ica l 
or Queen Anne ornament us ua]_ly located at the cornice. Similar, 
r ·houg h more mod.est, s tructures a re found on East ·~1errimack 
Street i n Lower Belvidere, a t the intersection of Pine and 
Westford St r eets in the Highlands and along Tex tile Avenue in 
Pawtucketvill e . Two ha ndsome early automobile showrooms on 
East Merr imack Stree t illust rate the popular u s e of poured con­
crete and the distinct i ve one-s tory storefronts being e r ec ted 
in many out l ying commercial a reas betwe en 1 9 1 0 and 1925. 

Lowe l l 1 s earliest connnerc ial buildings were usually not intended 
solely f or r e t ail purpo ses . I n the 182 0-40 ' s shop s were f r e­
quen tly l ocated i n the basement or a downsta irs room o f a r es i­
denc e. Both Sc r ipture ' s Ba k ery (# 281) and the Spaulding House 
(#296) on central Street on Chapel Hi ll had stories i n ba s ements 
tha t opened onto t he street level. Cottage Row on Merrimack 
Street (#18 9 ) i s a noth.e r early brick building that c ombine d 
con~ercial and residentia l u s e. 

ECCLES I ASTICAL BU I LDINGS 

Onl y three pre - Civil War churche s survive outside the LHPD. 
St . Paul' s, built i.n 1839, i s the oldest remaining Methodis t 
church in Lowell, e r ecte d 15 y ears after Methodists first arrived 
in the city . The brick structure is Greek Revival in design 
with a squa re cupola and flush boarded belfry. The oldest church 
in Belvider e is t l1e High Street Church, begun in 184.1 by an 
Epis copal g r o11p which, unsuccess ful in its endeavor to establ ish 
a church in the newly - developed Washington Square area, sold the 
buil ding t o Congregationalists. This early Gothic Revival church 
was origir1a lly a " very porcup i ne of a building, prickly with 
tall pinnacles " (Coolidge, p . 95) . Contemporary comments likening 
i t to " a g rea t wooden sl1.am . . . pain ted in imitation stone . .. 
whe lked and horned . . . a whittled r epresenta tion of the many­
headed beast of the Apocalypse'' caus e d t he Congregationalis ts to 
r emove t he high pinn acles ca . 1855, but the res t of t h e bui lding 

· rema i n s virtua l l y unchanged . 

The Epis copal i a ns met with greater succes s in their second attemp t 
to establ i sl-"1 a church . I n 1861 they construc ted St . John ' s (:j/26 3 ' , 
a small stone Gothic Revi va l chapel, next to the c ourthouse. 
l 11 i ts st)rle, it r eflect s Richard Upj ohn ' s designs for suburban 
churches , to which Epis copa l i ans turned throughout t he 19th 
c e n t ury fo r arch i tectural i nspiratio n (Coo l idg e , p. 9 6 ). 

After t he Civi l War, Lowell's new 
with their surroundin gs in scale. 

chur ches ceased to harmoni ze 
The grand designs of such 

\ 
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eccles ias t ical architects as S8 S. Woodcock and P.C. Keely 
deman ded s pace and a t tention. Their churches ·Nere intended to 
inspire awe and an awareness of the stature of their patron 
parishes. No longer clustered in dowutown locations, these 
churches moved with their congregations to the growing neighbor­
hoods. The expansion of Lowell 's ethnic popt1lation, which by 
190 0 consis ted of no fewer than 15 na tionalities, eplains the 
diversi t y and number of churches, chapels, missions and religious 
societies establ ishe d in the next 25 years~ Those with sufficient 
means erected bui lding s in which to hold me e t ings. 

The Irish and French-C anadians comprised close to 45% of Lowell's 
population by 1912 . Between 1871 and 1896 they erected at 
least five large masonry churches. The des ~~ns, dictated by 
the -~() TI ~an Ca tl1o 1 ic Archdiocese in Boston, are s imila1.·, consisting 
of a central gabled trar1scept flar1ked by square towers of unequa l 
height . Patrick C. Keely was responsible for three: St. Peter's 
(1892-1 90 0, #264 ), Immaculate Conception Church (1871-77, # 372), 
and St. Michael's (1884-1896, #567). Within the neighborhoods, 
the churches were commanding landmarks, attesting to the growing 

. status and prominenc e of the Irish and French-Canadians within 
the ci ty . 

No swnmary of Lowell's ecclesiastical architecture during the late 
19th century \,VOtlld be c omplete without reference to the spac ious 
Victorian churches erected by the city's Protestants . They 
were buil t in both masonry and frame, usually Victoriar1 Gotl1ic 
in sty le. Probably the most distinctive is the Eliot Church 
(187 3-4; -/!255), which occupies a commanding position overlooking 
the South Common. Designed by S.S. Woodcock, it is a prototypi c al 
Victorian Go t h ic edifice with soaring height and rich detail. 
Al so of interest is the Hi ghlands Methodist Episcopal Church 
(1876, # 65), a Goth i c Revi val building with stickwork trim. 

For a brief per i od at the close of t he 19th century , a number of 
neighborhood religious s ocieti e s and small ethnic outposts o f 
rnore established denominations took root. Many of these groups 
erected modest frame structtlres i11 which to hold their mee tings. 
Over half a dozen of these survive, rnar1y now in the hands of 
secular or ganizations. In South Lowel l, the Swedes built both 
an Evangelical Lutheran and a Me thodist Church within 100 yar ds 
of each other (i/35 5, 357). Both a re small frame buildings suggestin g 
Gothic Reviva l i nfluence. Nearby is the Moore Street Miss ion , 
a gabl e end barn-like structure tha t was an offshoo t of the 
Primi tive Methodist Church (#362). 

PRIVATE INSTITUT IONAL BUILDINGS 

One of Lowell's fin e st Queen Anne structures is the Old Ladies' 
Home, built in 1881 according to plans drawn up by Otis Merrill, 
a local ar chitect of some note. The home had been founded five 

-

• 

- 11- • 



year s ear l ier to provide lodg ing and life-long care for elderly 
women in exchange f o r all t he ir possessions, The building is 
one of the few in the city built specifically for this purpose· 
most homes for children, the elderly and the mentally ill adapt ed 
former residences t o their needs. 

Educational buildings comprise the bulk of the private insti­
tutional buildings outside the LHPD. Most of the Catholic churches 
maintained parochial schoo ls. St. Michael's School in Central­
vil l e has an i mposing Georgian Revival facade, replete with 
statuary in reces sed niche s . Others, though less inspiring 
architectura lly , nonetheless reflect t he monumental scale estab­
lished by t he i r church. 

The most s ignificant private 19th century institution in Lowell 
was tl1e LoV~;e 11 Tex ti le Institute. Tl1e s choo 1 was fot1nded in 
1895 in respo·n s e to f ierce competition from tl1e Sotlth a.nd other 
New England tex tile c enters. Executives o f Lowell's corporations 
were intent on developing a more highly ski ll ed labor force ~ in 
order to obtain better quali. ty goods and increased output . Three 
Neo-Classical yellow brick buildings, later joined by a fo ur th 
to form an enclosed quadrangle, were erected in 1897 on the north 
side of the Merrimack River. These became the nucleus of the 
Institute. 

PUBLIC BUILDII~GS 

Lowell's publically owned buildings are among the most distingui shed 
in the city. Most date from the fourth quarter of the 19th 
century during which period Lowell's population and acreage 
increased by more than 100%. Schools account for the largest 
number and are located both within and wi thout the LHPD. The 
centra l firehouse is situated downtown, but several early neigh­
borhood. s tat ions are fo und spread across the city. 

-

\.Va ter Sys tern 

From Lowell's incorporation in 1826, the problem of a pure water 
s upply wa s evident_ Though water piped from the Merrimack and 
the city ' s c anals s upplied t he residents' needs, it was by no 
means a clean s ourc e . A res ervoir was constructed in 1849 in 
Belvidere (# 905 ) by Locks and Canals, but its purpose was to 
s upp ly highly press urized wate r to the mills in the event o f 
fire. 

In 1 869, as a r es u lt o f over a decade of study by the Wa t er Com-
mission, the ci ty re s olved to pump water from t he river t o a 
station in Centralville for filtration and purification. The 
water would then be p iped up to two reservoirs on top of Christian 
Hill. The sys tem as originally conceived is still in place and 
in use t oday. _ 
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The pun1pirtg/ filterir1g c omplex on \tlest Sixth Street (1!908) originally 
included t l-lr ee buildings and a 105' octagonal chimney. The main 
eng i ne house, sti.ll standing, i s pressed brick wi th granite trim, 
s l ate r oof and an inter i or handsomely finished in ash and black 
walnuc . The en ormous engine , capable o f s upplying ten times 
Lowell•s d.ai ly needs when i 11stalled, was techno l ogially advanced 
f or its t i me and in use in only one o ther c ity in the country. 

On top of Chr i stian Hi ll a small brick gatehouse was constructed 
at the edg e of the res ervoir to shelter the automatic gates 
benea th. The b u ilding has decorative corbel ing; a n iron railing 
for vi s itors ' observat ion onc e encircled the s calloped slate 
mansard roof . (1/90 7). 

Fireho t1ses 

Organ i z ed in 18 30 , the Fire Department's fi r st hose houses were 
small frarrte structures . In 1855 the depar tme11t had access to 
10 eng i nes (several were owned by the corporations) a.nd owned 
six houses, two of whic h were brick. 

With the wa ter system in place by 1875, the city began replacing 
its frame houses with br ick ho us es. Between 1875 and 1881 at 
lea s t four were built. Each is a h andsome Italianate building 
with granite k eys tones, bracketed overhanging eaves and an attached 
hose tower (#31, 163, 347, 552). The earliest station was designed 
by Cherr ington and Cherrington, local builders/architects. Otis 
Merrill, who designed m.an.y city-o,Jmed buildings in the late 19tl1 
c en tury , i s credited with the Branch Street Firehouse (1877). 

A second wave o f bricl~ firehouse cons truction in newly populated 
ar eas occurred between 1886 and 1891. The f i ve stat ions surviving 
fr()ffi t1'1is per i o ci r ange fron1 Queen Arlrle and Victorian Gothic t o 
Roma nesq ue Reviva l i n style. Frederick W. St ickqey, Lowell's 
other foremos t architect, designed thP Lawrence Street Firehouse 
(1891, #364) and Freder i ck C. Miller the Cen tral Street Station 
(1886 - 7 , #280 ) . Remaining stations from this period are located 
on High Street (it379), Fourth Str·eet (ifo552 ), Mamn1outh Avenue 
(#6 57) and Wes tford Stree t (#111). 

One o f t he most recen t stations was built in the Oaklands, a 
newly op ened suburb of the late 19th-early 20th century. In 
design it is a radical departure from the stations of a few decade s 
earlier, but like them f ollows contemporary taste. The long bung ­
al o id building i s cross-gabled in plan with a red tiled roof. 

School s 

Prior to Lowell's incorporat ion, its schools were established 
and operated by the manufac turing corporations. In 1824, the 
Merrimack Company opened the first school, intended for children 
of its employee s . Followir1g the town's incorporation , six school 

t 
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d i s tricts were crea t e d. Th e schools r emained ungraded until 
1832 , when Lowell jo ined Bo s ton and Newburyport with one of the 
s t ate's t hree graded s y stems. Over the following years, num­
erous primary s choo l b uildings, which generally held separate 
s c hool s on each f l oo r , wer e erected. Grammar schools were fewer 
i n number and mo r e s ubs tantial in appearance. In 1831, the first 
high schoo l wa s open e d. 

Th e oldes t g r anrrnar s choo l in Lowell is the brick Franklin Schoo l 
(# 34 ) . Bu i lt in 1845 to serve the Lower Highlands, its Greek 
Reviva l des i gn r e s s embles o t her public buildings o f the period, 
inc l uding t he 1848 Co l burn School and 1857 Varnum Schoo l (# 566). 
At the time of its cons truc t i on, concern was voiced over ensurin.g 
adequate light and ventila t ion in schools. The Franklin Schoo l 
provided both. 

Two pr imar y schools buil t in 1858 are the earliest known ext ant 
examp les . The Cotta ge Street (#302) and the Pond Street School s 
(# 380) a re almost i dentical 2 1/2 story frame , gabl e e nd s truc ­
ture s of I ta lianate de s ign. Except for their expanded p roport ions 
and addit i ona l entrances, they are indistinguis hable fr om c on­
tempor ary residences. School documents at this time c i ted con ­
cer n for chi l dren pla ying in the street; )_arge schoo l yards 
were l ocated a djacent t o each of these sch ool s . 

Corr espon ding to the surge i n popula tion, a tr emendous n umber 
of schoo l hou s es were erected i n the last quarter of the 19 th 
centur y . These bo th replaced and s upplemented existing buildin gs. 
Th e numer ous small pr i maries scattered a round the city were grad ­
ually r e placed with plain, large, white frame structures wi th 
steep slate hip r oofs , r elieved only byStick-like entrance hoods . 
:t1any of these rema in s t a n d i ng : Cen tra l, Middlesex, Ames, Woburn 
an d Pine St r eets al l have examples. In contrast to these pr imar y 
s chools, the g r arnnar schoo l s e r ected during this period were han d ­
some b r ick buil dings t ha t clos ely adhered to popular architec t ­
ural styles . F.W . Stickney wa s the recipient of -more s choolhouse 
commiss i on s than any other architect. Among his best school 
designs wer e t he Highland and Butler Schools constructed in 
1882-3 . Only the But ler School still stands (#350). This handsome 
Queen Anne bu ilding manage s to display many of the decorativ e 
mo t ifs ass ociated with t he sty le while maintaining the ser i ous n es s 
de emed appr opr i a te fo r a s choo l. Stickney 's Moody Schoo l (#408 ), 
c orr1pleted t en years l a t e r , is a ma s s i ve Romanesque Re,ri va l bui ld­
ing . The f inn of Merrill & Cut ler was a l so c hosen fo r several 
publi c s choo l s design s . Among their more interesting is the one 
fo r the Eliot Schoo l (18 89, #25 6). That brick Que en Anne build i n g 
has s andstone t rim and a picturesque s ky line that can be seen 
fr oQ ac r oss the South Co~non . 

Outside the densely popul.at e d a r eas o f t h e city, small on e - r o om 
schoo l houses remain ed i 11 use fo r a longer time ; at least t wo 
s urvi ve . Both wer e ere c ted before the ir c ommunities were annexe d 
to Lowell . The Middlesex Village Schoolhouse (# 7) is a frame 
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Gr eek Revival bu ilding f r om t he 1830' s . In Centralville is a 
br i ck br oad gable Greek Rev i v a l s choo l house built in 1836 and 
u s ed as a s choo l on l y 11 years (#59 9 )~ 

COUt~TY BUILDi l'1GS 

I n 1835, Lowel l wa s des i gnated t he nor thern shiretown of Middlesex 
Co unty . The designation was a boos t to t he city's growth; lawy er s , 
bu s ine s s men and other profes s i ona l s h i therto ori_ented toward 
Ca mbridge began flo ckin8 t o Lowel l e Two major buildings erected 
by the c ounty in the 18 50' s anchore d opposite ends of the South 
ConiD1on a.nd s urvive t oday among the city's rnost sign.ificant re­
source s . 

The earlier 1)uilding is the Middlesex County Co"Llrthouse (if266). 
Amni Burnham Young, architect of the Customs House in Boston and 
a s t uden t of Al e xan der Parris , who designed Quincy Market, was 
cho s en b y the county coroo1is sioners t o design the courthouse. 
His Ron8nesque Revival bu ilding, completed in 1850, was the firs t 
public building in t he city designed in the newly emerging fully 
romantic mo de. Crisp, decorative wood trim contrasts with smooth 
brick sheathing, and an octagonal cloclc tower crowns one of it s 
cros sings . Young wa s later a ppo i nted Superinte11ding Architect 
of t he U.S . Tr easur y Depar t ment. 

I n 189 5, the courtho use wa s pa rtia l ly dismantled, moved to the 
rear of i ts site a nd, i n 1897 , an a ddit ion was appended to its 
fron t . Designed by Ol i n Cutler, the Rennaissance Revival additi on 
i s t wi c e the size of the orig ina l building (still visible in t he 
r ear) and r emains t o day one of the mos t monumental structures 
i 11. Lowe ll. 

Across t he c ommon i s th e Midd l e sex County Jail (#253), designe d 
by J ame s H. Ran d i n 18 55 -6 . Rand wa s a local architect who 
undoub tedly was influenced by the romantic mode of the c ourthous e . 
Hi s des i gn fo r t he j ai l (one of only three buildings attribut e d 
t o h im) wa s a l so Romanes que Revival. I t was executed in gran ite 
wi th f lanking brick wings. Two octagonal towers with pyramida l 
roofs are dominan t f eatur es. Though Rand's design is not as 
sophi s ticated as t he cou r tl1ouse, the jail i s nonetheless one of 
Lowell' s mos t ambi tio u s pieces o f architecture and occupies an 
i mportant r o le i n the city 's developtnent. 

RESI DENT I AL BUILDI NGS 
. 

The vast majority of Lowell's buildings outside the LHPD are 
resident ial. Most o f the housing stock dates from the 19th cen­
tury and extends in all directions from the city center. Single 
or double famiJ.y fratne buildings predominate, though within the 
more congested areas of Chapel Hill, Lower Belvidere, Centralville 
and Pawtucketville, a number of 3-4 story apartment houses were 
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erect ed at the t urn of the century . Of particular note are a 
couple of unique Victorian Gothic brick apartment units erect ed 
ca. 18 76 -8 0 (#51, 250). The centrally located residential di s ­
trict s were largely built up by 1870; radial streets led to 
adjacent towns, a.n d farmland remained scattered throughout the 
area until tl1e suburban development of the 1890-1920' s. Between 
19 25 and 1960, as Lowell suffered from the Depression and the 
loss o f its industries, little housing was constructed~ In 
recen t years, however, most o f the remaining open outlying 
areas have been s ubdivided and built up on. 

Much of the resi den t i a l stock is better understood when viewed 
in the c ontex t of neighborhoods developed by people of similar 
bacl<gro tind, taste and soc i al s tanding. Thus, Chapel Hill and 
Centralville conta in the largest clusters of pre-1860 workers' 
hous ing, whi l e Belmont, Wilder and Livingston Streets, Belvidere 
Hill, Andover Stree t and Christian Hill were late 19th century 
enc l ave s for the city ' s wea lthier citizens ~ 

Cres cent Hill in Cent r alvil le was settl e d primarily by French­
Can adi a ns, wh i l e the Acre was built up b y Irish , and later Greek, 
i nnnigrant s . A handful of individual estates r emain, although 
none retain 1nore t h.an a few a cres ; most have been completely 
e nvel oped by newer development. 

1620-182 5 

Before analyz ing Lowel l's pre-industrial housing, it is necessary 
to rernen1ber that Lowell. is a composite of portions of three 
o lder to\.m s : Dracut, Tewks bury a ·nd Chelmsford. The Merrimack 
and Conc ord Ri vers posed transportation obstacles and became 
built-in to\vn boundar y lines. 

Surviving hous es from this period date from ca. 1750-1825. Although 
each tOWL1 wa s relatively self-contained, the structures are 
str i k ingly similar; each i s a simple, traditionally constructed 
frame buil ding of 2 l/2 stories, with a five bay facade and a 
modest Georgian or Federalis t entrance. Over two dozen are 
extant, concentrated in three areas: Varnum Avenue (formerly 
Dra cut), Andover/Clark Streets (formerly Tewksbury) and Middles ex 
Village (formerly Che l ms ford). 

Th e Varnum Aven·ue a.rea was settled as early as 1669 when members 
of the Varnum and Coburn familie s arrived from Ipswich. Ki ng 
Phillip ' s roving bands destroyed all but their garrison l1ouse 
in t he 1670' s . Extant houses today were built after c a . 1750. 
Sea t t ered a lor1g '!arntim Avenue, their lon.g, narrow lots o r ig inall y 
e xt e nded to the ri v e ·r. Two hous es bt1il t by the Varnum family 
i n the mid- 18th century are the best preserved e The Thomas Varn um 
Hou.s e (11 680) is of traditional Georgian design and sti ll in Varnum 
f ami l y owne rship. Unusual ly , it faces t o the 110rth, its back t o 
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the river. Across the street is the Parker Varnum House (# 675 ), 
also Georgian but with federalist modifications. 8L~ O Varn.um 
Avenue (#679 ) mig ht have early 18th century origins, but its 
exterior alterations and extensive additions preclude accurate 
dating without a thorough interior analysis. 

The larges t cluster of pre-1825 houses is in Middlesex Village , 
where the cana l and Glass\~o rks pron1pted the de,lelopment of a 
small village at the turn of the century. Federa.l houses pre­
dominate, o f which the Hadley House (ca . 1822, #14), occupied 
by the Hadley f ami l y for over 100 year s, is the best preserved. 
Samuel P. Hadley was manager of the Middlesex Canal, and his son 
Judge Samuel Hadley presided over Lowell's Police Cour t. Four 
other fine federal houses a r e scat tered along Middlesex Street 
(#11, 12, 13, 16), bu t recent l.y have been drastically altered; 
others have been demolished~ 

Of particular interest are three 1 1/2 story vernacular building s 
built in the early 19th century by or for the Chelmsford Glass­
works ~NO are single family houses; the third consist s of three 
adjoining units. These simple structures hug the grot1nd and 
represent a unique vestige of early company housing (#4, 17, 18). 

Just outside Middlesex Village is the Bowers House. The site 
has boasted a residence sinc e 1671; it is widely assumed that 
portions of a 17th or early 18th century framing system survive 
within the building , but the house has been remodeled over the 
year s . Its appearance today i_s primarily federalist, with some 
early 20th century alterations. It has remained in the Bowers 
family and, until rece11tl)r, the l and in agriCllltural use. 

The third concetl.tra t ion o f pre-182 5 houses in. the city is on o·uter 
Andover Street ; which r emained part of Tewksbury unt il 1906 . Of 
the six surviving houses, four have associations with the Hunt 
or Clark familie s , orig inal set t lers of the area.- Like other 
houses of t he period in Lowell , these are sturdy, plain farmhouse s ~ 
traditionally designed . Perl1aps rna s t arc hi tee tur~ally distinguished 
is the Thomas Clark Hous e (17 90, #527), which has a fully devel -
oped Georgian entrance witl1 a ped:i.mented entablature. · 

Post - I ndustria l : 1820 - 1925 - ~---

Lowell's architectural development f ollowing its ascension as a 
major textile center can best be discussed in two sections : 
pre-and post Civil War . The twenty-five year period closing with 
the Civil War set tl1e stage fo·r the rapid neighborhood and sub­
urban expansion which followed. Houses constructed during the 
early period initially adhered to styles and forms t hat could 
have been found in smaller ae;ricul tural commu.ni ties, al tl1ou.gl1 
the dens ity of the urban setting necessitated a higher percentage 
of double houses . The important sidehall, gable en d building , 
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fir s t in t ro duced in the Gr eek Revival style ca. 1825, was u sed 
widely, but i t t ook th e fren z i e d burst of building between 1880 
an d 19 00 t o f orm the network of streets lined with gable end 
sp eculat i ve housing that , for many, characterizes the city today. 

Pr e -Civ il War 

Federalist and Greek Revival : 1825-50 

The Feder alist h o u s e s buil t after Lowel l's emergence as an indus ­
trial center were pr imarily limited to outlying areas such as 
School Street in t he Acre and High Street in Lower Belvidere, 
where a unique group o f three adjacen t hous es stand near the 
intersection with Andover Street (#384). Few of these houses 
wer e built as farmhouses, despite their d istance from the mills; 
early o ccupants included painters, ca rpenters, letter carriers 
an d tra de smen . Like their pre deces s ors , 2 1/2 story, five bay 
hous es with modest ly define d c enter entries were the norm. 

On Chap e l Hill, the f i rst area of concentrated residential growth, 
hous e s o f this period already exhibit Greek Revival influence, 
mos t evident in finely detailed porticoes and trabeated doorways 
(1- 3 Centre St r e et; # 296 ; 55 7- 61 Central Street; #282). Nearby, 
on Ame s Street , i s a mor e unusual example, constructed of coursed 
rubbl es ton e c a . 1840 (# 275). Appr oximate l y half a dozen rubble­
s ton e houses s catter ed we s t o f the Concord River survive from 
t h i s perio d . All a re federal ist or Greek Revival, with granite 
t rim. Some a re extremely re fine d, s uch as the seven bay house 
at 70 Howard Street (ca . 1849; #234) , while others have crude l y 
cut lintels, s ill s and quoins and ungainly proportions (26 Hutch­
i n s on Stree t; ca. 1831; # 236). Of particular note is the broad 
ga.bled Greek Rev~ival ·house at 47-9 Soutr1 Whipple Street (ca. 1825; 
# 363), with two stories tucked into the gable. 

Mo st o f the Greek Revival houses were modest, built by small 
shopkeep ers, skilled laborers and small businessmen. The larges t 
c l usters were on Chape l Hill and Lower Belvidere (where few rema i n ) ; 
smaller g r oupings turned up in Centralville, the Acre and Lower 
Highlands . The basic forn1 is a 1 l/2 or 2 l/2 story, gable end 
buildin g with an entablatured entrance and trabeated doorway 
(often reces s ed). Broad ga b l ed and lateral double hous es wer e 
common. Typical examples can be found at 98 Chapel Street ( ca. 
1830; #3 06), 101 Vernon Stree t (1840's; #586), 24-28 Mill Street 
(1 85 0' s ; # 314) and 42-44 Howard Street (1840's; #52 ), More 
fully deve l op e d examples include 280-2 Appleton Street (ca. 1845 ; 
# 322 ) and 238 Appleton Street (ca. 1846; #321). Though most 
vvere built of vJo od, brick ho tlS es were not uncommon ( 4 7 8 & 49 2 
Gorham St reet: #3 09, 310) . 

At least thre e hous e s with full-width , two story Ionic porticoes 
were built on Chapel Hill. The best preserved is at ll Centre 
S tree t (1 841; #2 97). These were undoubtedly influ enced by the 
Rogers Hous e t Lowell ' s finest Greek Revival r esidence . Erected 
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in 1837-8, the ful l-width portico is sup ported by six Ionic 
columns . The house was buil t by Zadock Rogers, a wealthy farmer 
in Belvidere. 

In the early 1 840 ' s, a peculiar Greek Revival/Regency style 
based on strong English precepts flourished briefly ~ Initiated 
by John i\Jesmi th, a wealthy l an d owner and industri a l ist , the 
style is st ill best exemplified by his own house at 229 Andover 
Street (1841 - 3; # 419). I t s distinguis hing features include full­
length, recessed window ni ches articulated by broad pilasters 
which merge into t he fr ieze . Only one other Regency mansion t he 
Lawrence-Butler House appeared in the city; it was demolished 
in 1978. The sty l e was inte rpreted on several houses of s ma l l er 
s ca le, howeve r , as may be seen in the Charles Hovey House (#453), 
located near the Ne s mith House on Wash i ngton Square, and at 
404, 426 and 434 Fl etcher Street (#172-74), all built in the 
late 1840's . 

Gothic Revival : 1845-55 

Few domestic examp l es of the Gothic Revival appear i n Lowell. 
The two best examples , however , superbly illustrate the styl.e. 
36 Howard Street (1840 ' s; # 50) combines classical and r omantic 
f eatures , including Ionic entry columns, lancet windows and a 
cusped bargeboard . More unusual stil l i s the stone "Mans e'' 
(ca. 1847; # 506), a cruciform-p l an house with double hood l abels 
and a piazz a extending a round its perimeter . 

Italianate: 184 3-80 

The I taliana t e style first appeared i n Lowell ca. 1843, around 
Washing ton Square in Belvider e . Thi s a rea , the city ' s firs t 
p l anned fashionable neighborhood, a t tracted prop~rous merchan ts , 
businessmen and indus tr ialis ts . Most of their early Italiana te 
houses s till s tan d on Ne smith and Ches tnut Streets~ Greek Revival 
influence linger s ir1 a re f ined use of detail, wide friezes and 
classically inspired porticoes. However, heavily molded window 
t r im , b racke ted overhanging eave s , quoins, and flush b oard siding 
s i gnal a new development, derived not fr om Greek temples but 
from Italian Rennaissance v illas. The plan is squared off, with 
a three bay facade and shallow hip r oo f (#426 , 446, 447, 448, 
L~49 , 450) . 

In the late 1850's and ear ly 1860' s, the Italianate style reached 
its z enith among the wealthy. The quiet dignity of t he early 
period rapidly gave way to the r i chl y embellished, ostentatiously 
roman t ic mode of the next decade . Ov erlooking the newly planted 
South Common, Highland Street was developed with a lmost exc lu­
sive l y I taliana te houses of this period, typified b y 58 Highland 
(11272). Smoo th flush board siding s cor~d to simulate stone 
provides an effective backdrop to this profusion of architectural 
detail. 

• 
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INTRODUCTION 

The story of Lowell's rapid development as the nation's first 
and leading textile city has been told many times. Within a 
period of a few years , the peaceful agrarian village of East 
Chelmsford was transformed into a thriving city of mills, corpor­
ations, workers and small businessmen. As the mills prospered 
and expanded, the city extended into Tewl<sbury, Dracut and 
further west into Chelmsford in a series of annexations that, 
by 1910, brought its population to over 100,000. Side by side 
with the industrial growth, there appeared several large nationally 
recognize d busines s es , smaller service-related businesses housed 
in a distinctiv e la t e 19th c en t ltry dovmtown, minor textile and 
machinery industries and an explosion of housing to meet the 
needs of all income leve ls. , 

• 

• 

.. 

• • 

-2-

' 

• 



.. 

Throughout t he 1850's, several estates were built in the Italianate 
s tyl e. Although the rna s t flamboyant have been dernolished, res i­
dences such as the William E. Livingston House (ca. 1860; #23), 
the Samuel Horn House (1851-2; #244), the Henry Read House (ca. 
1355; # 513) and the Elijah M. Read House (ca. 1850; #513) attest 
to the fashionable following the Italianate style attained. 

It was among the working class, however, that the Italianate 
es tab lished itself most forcefully. More than any other, the 
style shaped the s treets and neighborhoods of much of present 
day Lowell. Architectural elements borrowed from the wealthy 
residences were readily applied to the standard Greek Revival, 
three-bay s ideha ll plan. As John Coolidge noted: 

"The conser vative members of the lower 
middle classes stuck to the threebayed 
house which remained unchanged, save in 
details .. & the old simplicity of the 
block is exchanged for a more elaborate 
composition of the masses. This was 
achieved largely by the ubiquitous sprouting 
of bay windows." (Mil l and Mansion, p.91) 

Examples of these houses remain plentiful; usually found in group s , 
they lin e the streets of Centralville, Chapel Hill, Lower Highland s 
Acre and Lower Belvidere. The streetscapes t hey create are rich 
and rythmical with brackets, bay windows, raised rope molding 
and quo ins . Third Street, in Centralville, (# 574) is lined with 
early I ta lianate cottages which ressemble those on Cedar Street 
on Chapel Hill (#278), developed c a. 1848 af ter the Locks and 
Canals land auction . 128 and 129 Chapel Street (1 850's; #303; 
late 1340' s; # 304) illustate different approaches t o the Italianate . 
By the l86 0-70' s , the style was fully developed within the working 
neighborhoods. 5 New Street (# 338), 128 Sixth Street (#569) 
and Grove Stree t (#47) illustrate these later 1 1/2 or 2 1/2 
story sidehal l house s . Iviore flamboya·nt examples used a cross 
gable plan, often bisec ted by a square tower, as in two houses 
on Myrtle Street (# 560, 562) . 

The Italianate style remained the favorite of the working class 
~ through th e 1880 ' s , although toward the end of the period it 

faced competiti on from the Queen Anne. Late examples were con­
siderably muted, reco gnizable only by their brackets. Many houses 
in Pawtucketville refl ect this l.a te period of the Italianate. 

Post-Civil War 
-

Second Empire: 1860-1880 

Like its predecessors, the Second Empire was embraced by people 
of a ll income l eve ls ; It f lourished, howeve~ within the fashionable 
neighborhoods. After a few houses were erected on Highland Street 
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in t he ear ly 1 8 6 0 ' s , interspersed with Italianate residences, 
the sty le became i dent i fied with newly-developed, prestigious 
areas . I n dustrialis ts a n d prosperous merchants erected spacious , 
elabor ate houses . Three residences on Christian Hill illustr ate 
the Second Empire' s love of carved ornament , towers pierced by 
occuli, and polychromat ic slate roofs with mo lded dormers: 697 
Bridg e Str e~t (ca. 1881 ; # 588), built fo r Leavitt and David 
VarnQ~ , realt or s; a nd 13 9 He thuen ( ca. 1868; # 598) and 42 Eleventh 
( ca. 1 8 75; 1f: 59 1 ) built f o r s uccessful b u s inessmen. Between 1867 
and 1872, more t han six styl ish Sec ond Empi r e h ouses were built 
on Belvider e Hill~ Perha ps the most con sp icuous is 24 Fairmount 
(ca . 1868 ; #467) . A patt e rned slate mansard roof , centrally 
p l a ce d tower and a var iety of window t r eatment call a ·ttention 
to the high quality of its design. In t he 1870's a group of 
important residences wa s bui lt on Wilder Street. Charles Wilder's 
own house at 2 91 \.Jilde r is t he most outstandirtg ; the carriage 
house and elements of the original landscape design are still 
intact (# 123) . Th e absence o f known architect s and the s imi­
liar i ty of many of these houses t o the widely distribut ed arch­
itec tural pat tern books suggest tha t their des i gn s were derivative. 
C~ertainly the b ·ui lders o f a grot.tp of Second. Ernpire houses near 
Mt . Vernon and Varney Streets (# 180) were familiar with the 
pa tt ern book mo dels. 

One of Lowell's unique r esidences i s a round Second Empire house 
built in 1872 on Wannalancit Street (#147). It i s constructed 
of local granite, and it s round features ex tend to the cupola 
and even chimney. The Second Empire houses o ccupied b y t he midd l e 
c]_ass were genera lly 1 l/2 s tory cottages. Despite the attrac­
t i on of increas ed space al l owe d b y the mansar d r oof, they rema ined 
uncornrnon . 

Stick Style : 1865 - 85 

-
The evo lut ion of t he St ick s tyle in Lowel l bea r s strong parall e l s 
to the Se c o nd Empire' s d evelopment. In fact, t he two were often 
i ncorp orate d in to the sarne design . The Stick style was al so 
fre quen t ly meshed wi th the Queen Anne. Stick s t y l. e ho u ses f irst 
appeared on Sun~er Street fronting the South Common in the late 
1860 's and t hen quicl<.ly moved out to the expan.d.ing , wealthier 
11eigh.bc1rhoods. Tr1is fully romant ic s ty l e freely app lied expo sed 
s tickvJork and jigsa w orn an1ental woo dwork to steep ly propor tioned 
bui ldings . Its effect is usually morose and brooding. Some of 
Lowell's fines t examples of thi s style are f ound o n Eas t Merrimack 
Street and i n the Highlands . Both 362 -4 and 442 East Merrima ck 
featur e s hed window hoods, dec orated gables a nd attentuated pro-

. por t ions (#49 7 , 499) . A unique pair of houses stands at 386 & 
· "396 Andove r Street. Built for E.W . Hoy t and F.B. Shedd in 1 878~ 

they are n e ar identical. Surviving sandstone bollards, garden 
walls and gazebos make these a n important representation of the 
Belevidere estate. 340 Wilder Street (ca. 1885; # 128) is a 
remarkab le combination of Stick ornament and a superb Eastlake 
porch. Most of the other houses on the street reflect Stick 
inf l uence . 

t 
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Lowell 's Stone :t\1an s ions : Cl1at eauesque and Richa rdsonian 
Romanesque: 1880 's 

During the 1880's two monumental s tone mansions were commissioned . 
In 1883, Abel Atherton , a local businessman, erected 236 Fairtnount 
St r eet (#494). Lowell's only Chateauesque residence, it is buil t 
of r o ck-fac ed ashl a r and trimtned with sandstone. t~umerous gab ­
les, tall chimneys and a round tu.rret present a picturesque si l­
houette, acc entuated by e xpansive grounds and a dramatic setbac k . 

82 Belmont Avenue \ -.Jas bui l t i n 1 889-90 for Frederick FaulkT1er, 
who \vas e n g a ged irt a family woolen manufacturing business. 
Thou gh a docwnen t ed a rchitect is r1o t known, tl1is superbly de signed 
Romanesque Reviva l r es i dence, sited at the crest of Belvj_dere 
Hill, is among the city 's finest structures (#462). Stickney, 
\<\]ll o ~7orked Ull der li . H . Richardso·n and whose }1emorial Hall ( 189 3) 
is remarkably similar, may have been the architect. 

Suburban subdivi s ions : Q1.1een Artne , Shingle , 
Revi·va l Styles: 1880-1920 

By 1906, . t he physical l i mits of present day Lowell were essen­
tially establ ished. For the previous 2 l/2 decades, the city 
had been expanding a t a furious rate. Real esta te specula tor s 
purchased and s ubdivided larg.e t:racts of land , simultane ous l y 
creating and satisfying the demand to live beyond the noise and 
stench of th e mil ls . Developers lur ed prospective buyers of 
house lots with promot ional brochures, a ppea ling to the upward 
mobi li ty of t he mi ddle class . As one trlli~peted: 

"There is a natural pride in the hearts of 
ever y £ami ly who O\m their home, and a v·ery 
r easonable desire on the part of many more 
persons who would like to pos sess a house 
and land for t hems elves and f ami lies ... These 
persons belong to the industrio11s, intelli­
gent, middle class who appreciate the comforts 
of h orne and the beauty of a desirable building 
locality with mo dera te improvements, which is 
easy of access , and far enough removed from 
the heart of the city to be free from its dustJ 
smoke and noise." 

(from the Oaklands promotiona l brochure) 
• 

Growing prosp erity among early immi grant families a llowed their 
migration to Centralville, Pawtucketville, South Lowel l and sec­
tions of the Highlands . To accommodate these new arrivals, 
farmland was carved into house lots , and inheritors o f large 
estates so ld their land to developers. For example, Crescent 
Hill in Centralvill e , settled largely by French-Canadians in 
the ear l y 1900 ' s , was part of the Henry Read esta te . The houses 
erect ed b y the French Catia.dians there are uni.q ue i n Lov.1ell. 
Bringirg their famil i a r native archi tee ture wi t'h them, they 
-
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erected dist i n ctive, classi.cally inspired houses with bow-shaped 
gambrel roofs. 

Elsewher e , the middle class adapte d the by now familiar 3-bay 
sidehall house by a pply ing fas hionable Queen Anne detail to it . 
lJa the-turned mi l l\r.Jork on porches and gables was a pplied liber­
a llv , cre ating rich, three-dimensional streetscapes . The large s t 

.r ·-
C0IlCe1)trati011 of thi s h ouse type is in the Highl ands , wher e there 
\t·las the greates t amount of r oom t o e x pand. Examples ar e al so 
sc:attered tht~oughout Centralville (May Street, 1!606) and Pa\,v ­
tuck etvill e (Eighth Avenu e # 654-55). 

Typ ical of tl1e cheaper "no ·fri 11 s" specula tive housing be i rtg 
built thr oughout the city in t h e 1890's are Corbett, Cosgrove, 
Stromquist and Bowden Streets in South Lowell; Concord and Pleasant 
Streets i n Lower Belvidere ; and Wes t Adams Stree t in the Highlands. 

It was atnong the wealthy that the Queen Anne and Period Revival 
s t yles fully develop ed. The c ity's finest residences were st i ll 
being built in Be lvidere, on the Hill and on outer .Andover Street. 
Despite several enclaves of elegant resi.dences elsewhere in the 

.city, Belvidere r emained the real center of wealth throughout 
the 1 9 th and 20th centuries. One reason, besides the attractive 
topography of the area, is that development patterns there 
remained c onsistent and under control. Large lots were seldom 
s ubdi vi.ded. vlhen tl1.ey were, it was to provide a horne for a 
married child o r for an elderly parent. These "second generation. 
housesH, being of the same scale and architectural quality a s 
n e i ghb or ing properties, were fully integrated into the neighbor­
hood. Els ewhere in the city , land was subdivided and sold more 
l1aphazar·d l y 1 result ing in j uxta.posi tions of lar·ge and small 
dwellings , o f ten on the same street. This trend is particu]_arly 
noticeab l e in the Highlands and on Christian Hill. 

One of Belvider e ' s fines t Qlleen Anne houses stands at 85 Fai rmoun.t 
Street (1887, #468 ) . John Howe, a successful lo~al contractor 
ut ilize d a va r i.ety of mater ials to crea te the richly tex tured 
surface typical o f the style c It s superb rear view overlooking 
the city suggests the affin i ty o f the wealthy for Belvidere Hill ; 
it s he i ght not only provided exc e llent vistas, but pr evented the 
prevail ing fo u l winds from reaching the residents . Other n o tabl e 
Queen Ann e residences include the two Pol lard Houses on l1ansur 
Street (ca . 1882/83; #4 76 , 477) and the n e arby John Faulkner 
House on Belmon t Avenue (#458) . 

Belvidere was t he l ocation, t oo , for the city 's finest Co lonial 
Reviva l l1ouse s. 124 Man s ur St reet's i mpo sing two story classical 
portico is unn1atched el seTwhere in Lowell (ca. 1904; 11478). 
Classica l Reviv a l sty les found man y followers in the 1890-l900 ' s 
development of outer Andover Street. Edwin Clarl<, a Cheln1sford 
archi tect, is credited wi th 366 and 791 Andover Street and with 
many of the houses in the Oaklands, a nearby suburban developme nt. 
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The Colonia l , Federal a nd Tudor Revival characterize turn of 
the cen tury upper mi dd l e class s11bdivisions. Their names connoted 
pa s t oral qualitie s : " Oak lands ' l, ''Tyler Park", "Highland Heights", 
fTLawn Hi llr r . Spacious houses were fused with ample, well-
p lanted yar d s in the suburban fashion popularized in magazines 
such as Countrv Life and Suburban Life. The houses on Livingston 
Stree t in the Hi ghlands (Area LV) , ere.cted in the 1890 • s, take 
ful l advantage of the rolling topography. Unlike the exuberant 
decorative displays seen in earlier Queen Anne areas, Livingston 
Street r es idences r ef l ect the contemporary interest in academic 
archit ec tural idea s . Nearby are smaller, but meticulously exe­
cuted Perio d Revival homes. Period Revival styles are also 
wel l r epresent ed on Hanks Street, overlooking Fort Hill Park. 

t_iode l Ho us i r1g_ : 1890-1918 

By the fourth q1~arter of the 19th century , the paternal system 
responsible for much o f the mill laborers' housing earlier i n 
the c entury had vanished ~ Mos t of the corporation boarding houses 
had closed by the mid- 18 90's. The densely populated areas of 
t he Acre, Chapel Hill, Lower Belvidere and Centralvil l e were 
r ebuilt with 3-4 story tenements that provided cramped, squalid 
qt1a r ter s with l ittle air or light. 

"The hous es are o ld a nd dilapidated ~ Sotne 
o f them have ho l e s in the floor and the 
walls a r e hardly fit f o r hLtman h.abi·tation 
it i s almost i mpos s ible fo r them to keep 
cle a n and healthy in t he mis erable, over­
crowded ten emen ts which they occupy here . ' ' 
(Kenngo t t, p . 53) 

• • • 

Though mos t landlords adopted a lai s s ez -faire policy: some attempted 
t o provide a lternat ive hou sin g . Albert Viles was a m.ar·ket gar­
dener wi th subs t antial real estate holdings. Wishing to provide 
clean decent housing a t an affordable price, Viles built ap pr ox ­
imately 30 identical cottages on land he owned in Centralville 
near the intersection of West Sixth and Fulton Streets. Each 
of the pla in l l /2 story houses had s e ven rooms, including a par lo r , 
s it t ing room , dining room, kitchen and three bedrooms. A small 
:1ard offered s pace in which children might play. 

Viles ,efforts were unique. No other benevolent housing was erected 
until t he Cornrrt011wealth designated Lowell as the site of its exper­
imental Homes tead Corrrrnission Holls ing Program. The Cormission 
sou g h t not only to provide centrally located, low-cost housing 
i n a wholesome environrne.nt, but also to encourage self-sufficiency. 
Each family was g iven a garden plot for food and supplementary 
i n c ome . In 1917, a cul-de-sac o ff Hildreth Street was laid out 
and ten houses bu i lt. (Area MH). Falling into three 'ba sic types, 
the h o u ses had 4 or 5 rooms arranged for nmx imum flexibility . 
The p lan s o f Kilham and Hopkins, Boston architects who had buil t 
s i milar housin g i n Salem, included fire-resistent and low main- . 
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tenance mater ials. Though World War I put a halt to the Commis­
s i on' s act i vities, leaving t hese houses as its sole legacy, 
many city and to~1 planning departments arose in response to the 
ConKni ss ion' s p l ea for carefully executing planning. 

C?,rri_age House.s.~ & _Barns 

The large number of sur viving barns and carria ge houses in Lowell 
bear special mention . Tucked behind houses on ti ghtly built 
s treets are a surprising number of f r ame barn s dat i ng f r om t he 
1850 - SO ' s . They a re rectangular st r uctures, gable - end to the 
s treet, usually capp ed by square louvered cupo las . On the east 
s ide of Harr i son St r eet stand all the barns tha t originally 
be longed t o the 1850's Italianate houses on Nesmith Street (#904). 

Sca ttered thr oughout the Highlands , Cen t ralville and Belvidere 
are many spacious, we ll equipped carriage hous e s of the 1880-
l910' s . Particularly in the Highlands, most are of a standard 
t yp e wi th n o particular reference to the architecture of the 

,main house: a c·ubical s trtlcture with a roof gable over the double 
door s, dormers, and square louvered cupola: 70 & 78 ~1ethuen 
(#596, 597), 465 Westford (#117) , 319 & 331 Wilder (#125, 127) . 
Some of the more ambitious houses, however, boasted carriage 
houses that were their equal in stylishness: 52 Belmont Avenue 
(#460), 42 Eleventh (#591), 291 Wilder (#123). 

Three carriage houses in Belvidere deserve individual attention 
beca u se o f their immense size and architectural quality . 565 & 
571 East Merrimack, built for 386 & 396 Andover Street ca. 1892, 
a re Queen Anne s tructures built into the hillside (#502). Each 
of the three stories is defined b y a different material: sand ­
stone, brick, cla pboard and pa tterned shingles. Their interiors 
were a s sumptuous as the ir e x teriors , with many stalls, storage 
and wash rooms, and ha·ndsome l y finished coachman '..s quarters. 
The third noteworthy carriage house was part of the Bonney estate 
a t 2 36 Fairmotmt Stree t (#494). Now used a s a private residence, 
the stone Chateaues que struc ture fea tures a round turre t with 
a soar ing conical slate roof. 

PARKS AND OPEN SPAC E 

Cit y - spon so red, open spa ce planning date back to 1845 , although 
i t was almost 60 years before a Parl<s Cormnission was formed. I n 
1845, Locks an d Canals sold most its l and holdings not then in 
corporate use at a uction. Since much of the land was adjacent 
to the downtown, it was highly desirable for residential develop­
men t. The c it)' itself was prompted to set aside tw·o particularly 
large t ract s as pub lic commons. The South Common (22 l/2 acres) 
became the fo cal point of two fashionable streets. The North ­
Connnon (11 l/ 2 acres) , by contra s t, was surrounded by some of the 
city's worst slums . Despite the erection of severa l pretentious 
houses along Fletcher Street, it never obtained the same appeal 
as the o ther common . 
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Over the next several d e c adesl the c ity gr a dua lly acquired many 
of the s mall squares wi thin maj or subdivisions . Washington (or 
Park) Square in Belvidere was purchased in 1860 and , in 1865, 
Ve rnon Square (Durant Park) in Centralville was acqui red . A 
number of small park circles were donate d by s peculative sub ­
dividers. These included Hil l s i de Park at "n•• St r e et , Ty ler 
Park and a tract in the Oaklands which was planted as a f lower­
be.d . Though many were only fr a ctions of an acre in s i ze, they 
lent visual interest to the rapidly growin g res idential areas 
surrounding them. Among the late subdivision pa r ks, only Tyler 
Park has a documented landscape architect. Its 1. 81 a c re park 
was designed by Charles Eliot in 1893 and is the best remaining 
example in Lowell. Eliot, who was a member of the Ol msted, 
Olmsted and Eliot firm, des igned a rockery and other picturesque 
fe a t ures which survive t oday . Parks and a garden - l i ke environ­
ment were major selling points for lat e 19th - early 20th c entur y 
s ubdi·visions, o ften reflected in the suburban nomanclature : 
Belivdere Park, Oaklands, Highland He i gh t s, Crescent Hill . 

Lowell's largest picturesque l y l andscaped park i s the 30 acre 
Fort Hill, designed by Ernest Bowditch in 188 6 . An extens i ve 
c o llect ion of flora was planted, includin g many Europ e an and 
experimental varieti es . For many year s , it was u s ed by Lhe 
Parks Department fo r cultivating p lan ts in tended fo r other ci ty 
pa rks. The o ther recreational a rea of s i milar s cale is Shedd 
Playground. Its 56 acre si te was dona.ted to t he ci ty in 1910 
to be developed as a playground, rat.her tl1an fo rmal park . 

Boulevards proved another popular me ans of int ro ducing greener y 
into the city at the turn of the c entury. Pawtucket Boulevard 
was Lovvell 1 s best exampl e~ On a smaller scale, develop ers intro ­
duced landscape d boulevards into subdivi s i on designs. Washington 
Parkway, Lincoln Parkway and Raven Road were designed t o provide 
home builders with attractiv e settings . 

Burial Grounds & Cemeteries 

Lowell' s burial grorn1ds fall into two categorie s : family plots 
whos e origins predate the industrial r evolution a nd large, f or­
mal l y rendered cemeteries o f the n1id-la te 19th cerJ.tury . 

Ear l y burial grounds are s cattered a r ound the periphery of t he 
ci ty; seven are visib le to day in varying s tates o f neglect. An 
excep tion is the Hildreth Cemetery, privately owned, which is 
wel l maintained. Like th e o t her burial g r ounds , s l ate and lime -
ston e headstones are carve d with standard skull and t re e moti f s . 
Of parti cular interest are pol i shed granite monumen ts in the rear, 
erected in the late 19th-early 20th century . 

The Lowell Cemetery i s the city ' s chief p i c turesque Vi ctorian 
c emeter y . Begun by a gro11p of distinguishe d citizens in 1841 , 
i t is located on For t Hi ll on the bank of the Concord River . 
The cemetery i s one of the earlies t p icturesqu e l y p lanned ceme-

• 
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teries in the country. It was laid out by George P. Worcester, 
its curvilinear paths and plantings showing the strong influence 
of Olmsted's Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, designed only 
eight years earlier. Fine examples of sculptural cemetery art 
dot the grounds. 

The Lowell Cemetery, however , had no influence on the Edson and 
Catholic Cemeteries laid out a few years later. The Edson in 
fact, seems to have been the antithesis of the exclusivity and 
expense of Lowell Cemetery lots. It was laid out in a strict 
grid with square and triangular lots . 

• 

-
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COl'~CLUS IO~~ 

I n rec ent years, muc h of Lowell ' s l andscape design , larg e estates 
an d workers' housing have suc c umbed to development pressures . 
The a utomobile has contributed s ubstantially to the erosion 
of l an dscape features, par ticularly in the cases of such buil dings 
as Hood ' s Laborator y , wh i ch once had a circular drive set off 
by gr as s and some 3~000 t ul i ps . Entire buildings have been 
r emoved in f avor o f parking lots. Middlesex Village is now 
unrecognizable due t o shopp i ng c en t ers set behind expansive 
as phalt lots . Road in tersection a.lignments have removed buildin gs 
an d ob l iter a t e d the pedes tr i a n s cale within many neighborhoods . 
Some of Lowell ' s fine s t a rchitecture has been lost to housing 
de"'Jeloprnen ts : Butler & Thoraa s Nes mith Houses in Belvidere. 
Samue l Fox House in Varnum, H.M. G. Parker House in Centralvi l le 
and t he Tyler and Pratt Houses i n Middlesex Village. 

Ye t mu c h rema ins. The in formed eye can still discern early 
buildings and estates hidden behind modern a dditions. Intac t 
n e ighborhoods o f wor kers ' housing remain n ear brick ·or rubbl e ­
s t one mi lls . Enough carriage houses and gazebos surviv e to 

' a l l ow in t e r p r e t ation of an earlier society. But only a sensitiv e, 
i nforme d citizenry can en sure that not only the city ' s mills 
and downtown mi l ieu are preserved, but that its neighborhoods 
will be recogniz ed and appreciated for generations to come. 

-
• 

-
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PART ONE: THE HI STORICAL PERSPECTIVE 
• 

1650 - 1822 

Un ti l 1826, wh.en Lo\\Te ll was incorftporated as a to·wn, its downtown 
(and earl i est portion) was part of East Chelms f ord, a rural 
far mir1g village. The fi r s t Eng lish settlement da tes from 1653, 
\.vhen \renturers f r on1 Con cord and. Woburn received a land grant 
from t he Gen eral C<J ur t and es tab l ished the to\m of Chelmsford. 
A sec tion of land which i ncluded most of modern downtown Lowell 
\.vas set aside as one of six " Pra:ving Towns'' in th.e Bay Colony, 
in which Native Americans were expected to remain conf ined a nd 
to adopt Christian ways . King Philip ' s \~ar in the mid-16 70 ' s 
pu t an effec tive end to the native settlement. Alarrned b y the 
frigh tened and angry Engl ish f armers, the local tribe abandoned 
the area. Their v illage , including thos e who had been left 
behind by the exodus , was torched in 1676. Ten years later the 
land was so l d by the Indians t o English settlers~ 

Across the Metrimack River in the Varntlm section of Dracut, 
' in itial development was similar to that of East Chelmsford. I n 
1668 - 9, lan d was bot1gl1 t b y the Coburn and Varr1um famili e s of 
Ipswich . King Philip's men burned the first settlement. Though 
the families returned , the area grew slowly, remaining primar ily 
agricultural unt:il the late 19th century . 

A third area o f scattered early farmsteads arose in eastern 
Lowell , part of Nor t h Tewksbury until 1906 . The 1790 map shows 
East Merrimack Street merging into Andover Street as the ori­
ginal East Chelmsford-Andover r oute. A few farms were l ocated 
on it; by the early 19th century, the Clark and H1mt families 
had se ttl ed to the south on Clark and Butman Roads. Their orien­
tation wa s to\.vard North Te\...rksbury·, ~Jho se town center lies just 
beyond present-day city l imits. -
On the o t her side of the city , about twc mi l es west of Eas t 
Chelmsford , two major events sparked the es t abl ishment of a small 
vil lage on t he banks of the Merrima ck River . In 17 93 , a group 
o f busines smen fo resaw the possibility of linking the Merrimack 
River to Boston Harbor by digging a 27-nlile canal. Construc tion 
began, and when the wa t e rway opened in 1804 , it proved a popul ar 
and economica l means of transporting tirrtber and, later, mill 
products. Almost simultaneous with the opening o f the canal was 
the founding of the Che lnsford Gl assworks. Begun in 1802, the 
company manufactur ed window glas s for 37 years, employing about 
20 fami lies . Around t he canal and g las sworks Middlesex Village 
evolved . The fi rst buildings appeared ca. 1790 and, by 1825, 
the v i llage was largely in place. It s position at the head of 
the cana l necessitated s tables f or the tow hors es, a toll booth, 
storehouse, tavern and store to accommodate the traffic. A 
meeting-house, hotel, s everal smal l shops, a hat factory and 
approxi mate ly 30 houses completed the village ~ Despite Lowel l's 
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emergence as a nea r by mill center, Mi ddlesex Village retained 
it s identity until t he early 20th century. 

1820-18 65 

The forty year period that en ded with the Civil War was one of 
unprec e dented chang e a nd growth in Lowell. In 1821-22, a group 
of Boston busines s men quiet ly bought the farmland of East Chelmsford 
and founded a textile manufacturing community on a scale yet 
unseen in the Uni t ed States. The group had been formed by Franci s 
Cabot Lowell in 1814, after a trip to England where he observed 
the power l oom i n ope ration. Lowell memorized the carefully 
guarded plans of t he macl-1inery and, once back in the Unite·d States , 
recreated it with the assistance of Paul Moody. 

The Waltham s i te of the first American factory utilizing the new 
mach iner y wa s s oon outgrown . Realizing the tremendous opportunity 
f or expan s i on, the Boston Associa tes set tled on Lowell, whose 
n.a t ural setting at the confluence of the Merrimack and Concord 
R_i v e rs , suppl erne11ted by the Pawtucket Ca.nal, made it ideal f or a 

.wa t e r powered factor y sys t em. 

Tl1.i s repor t will not attempt to r e\vrite the history of the e s ta­
b lishment and growth of Lowell's mills. Tha t s ub ject has been 
exp lored t ho r oughly a nd of t en, most recently in Volume I of the 
LHPD report. The aspects of Lowell's development which have been 
i gnored to date, however, and upon which this survey focused, 
were the demands that the city's rapid industrial growth placed 
on housing, services and recreation ~ 

Examina tion of t he 1821, 1832 and 1841 maps convincingly illus­
s t r ates the community's rapid transforn1ation from an agricultural 
h.arnlet of 200 people to a city of 32 , 000 with a dense downtOTND, 
a network of outlying roads with scat tered housing, and two major 
r e sidential subdivisions , already spilling acrosq the Merrimack 
and Concord Rivers into D~acut and Tewksbury. Belvidere Village , 
located just across the Concord River, was part of a large far ming 
estate in 1820, with only one other house on it. Between 18 22 
and 1825, a sma ll v illage evolved, with: 

''four large general stores, one or more large 
new hotels, l awyers, physicians, apotl1ecaries, 
jewelers, watch repairers, shoemakers, tailors , 
mi l liners and barber shops, an auction store, 
circulating library , books tore, livery stable, 
provision dealers and all the appliances of a 
large and thriving population ... most of its 
trade supplied from the corporation establ ish­
ments who did not feel ob liged to patronize the 
cornp a11y s tore . " 

(1870 news clipping , Lowell Historical Society). 

Yet, the vil l a g e sti ll was not sufficient for its population's 
needs. A l et t e r written in 1824 mentions the need for more pro.-

t 
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fessi onal a nd ski l led workers, particularly hatters, coop er s , 
wheelwrights , tanner s and tallow- c handl e r s. 

In 1831, the 150 acre Livennore e stat e just east of Belvidere 
Vi llage was purchased by John and Thomas Nesmith . The Ne smith 
brothers were entrepreneur s who later amassed a fortune through 
real esta te and industry . They hir ed Alexander Wadsworth of 
Boston to lay out approximately 125 lot s and a trapezoidal park, 
which they c a ll ed "Washing ton Square. n ~-Jadsworth was at the 
same t ime occup ied preparing p lans for Mo~mt Aubur n Cemetery in 
Cambridge , the first picturesquely desig11ed. cemetery in the 
cour1tr)' . By contrast , the Washington Square area is highly 
forma l, with perpendicular streets lined with trees and a doub le 
r ow surrounding the park. Washington Square was soon settled 
by Lowell' s more prosperous merchants and industrialists" It 
was the city ' s f irst planned f ashionable neighborhood and set 
the preceder1t for Belvidere's continuing allure as Lowell's most 
prestigiou s e nclave. Bo th Belvidere Village and Washington 
Square wer e annexed to Lowell in 1834. 

Across tl1e river in Dracut was a second major 1830's subdivision. 
Formerly farmed by one Joseph Bradley, the land was sold to and 
subdivided by the Central Bridge Company. 448 lots were laid 
o ut, and another small park, on Third Street at the top of the 
hill, was set aside. The development was conveniently situated 
near Lowell's mills and , a t the outs et, aimed to attract the 
skill ed labore r s who had no u s e for corporation-owned housing ~ 
Unlike the Washing ton Square area, however, settlement proved 
slow ; in order to encourage buyers, the Cer1tral Bridge Company 
offere d t o waive its bridge t oll for residents. Until the toll 
was actually abo lished, however, few lots were developed . The 
ar ea wa s not ann exed t o Lowell unti l 1851_ 

A third a r ea of early r es idential settlement was Chapel Hill . 
1'his sec tion o f Lowell was un.ique; it offered the only nearby 
land neither owned by a corporation nor s eparated from the city 
by a rive r . Go rham Stree t , the early route from East Chelmsford 
to Billerica , was soon paralleled by Central and Chapel Stree ts 
and connected to those arteries by a number of narrow cross 
streets. By 1 83 2 approximately fifty buildings, including two 
churches, were located there . Ear ly re s idents included bakers , 
tailors , mason s, provis ion store keepers, policemen and the lik e . 
Centr al and Chapel Stree ts r emained desirable locations for 
established civic leaders and merchants until shortly after the 
Civil ~~ar. 

In the Lower Highlands , a r e sidential cluster evolved near a 
belt of small fact ories and sawmills which sprang up on t he west 
side of t he Bo ston-Lowell-Nashua railroad line. A few speculators 
laid out lots and streets somewha t further west, at the inter ­
section of Westford and School Streets. These were apparently 
intended for workers' housing, but no "1nill village" evolved. 
Presumab l y , t h e area was ei ther too distant from the mills, o r 
the land too f er tile to permit i ts diversion f r om farming . 

• 
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Severa l other subdi visions, such as a g rid in Centralville where 
the s t reet s were name d after the months of the year, were platted 
a t t h e san1e p ·er iod and experienced similar problems. The most 
inte resting one wa s devi sed by Daniel Ayers~ Ayers conceived 
o f a nevJ city , whicl1 h.e n a rned after himself and located in the 
t hen s ou t h e rn mo st end of Lowell ~ Subdivisions began in the 
mid-1840's on t h e e as t s ide of Tanners Street. Intended for 
res i denti.a l u s e, t h e lot s and their attractions were wi.dely 
p ublicized and o f f ered for s ale at auction ~ Probably due to 
their di s tanc e fr om the mills, the venture failed t leaving Ayer 
b ankrup t . Undaunted, he r eappeared a decade later with a pro ­
posal for a manufactur ing d i st r ic t on the west side of 
Tar1ners S t ree t. On tr1e premis e that Lowell' s 40,000 inhabitants 
were ir1 lleed of certa_i.n goods, Ayer laid out lots fo r a variety 
of enterpr ises : t a nnery , cattle mar k e t , pork and lard packing, 
coal a11. d l umb er yar d and ma nufacturing. o f wooden ware, hemp and 
rop e ~ glu e, g la s stvar e, l1ardwa r e and c 1.1tlery . Factory, Leather 
and Hide St r eets have since changed their n ames, but Manufacturer s 
a nd 'f a nner Streets have re t a i n ,ed t heir ear·l v a ssociation. 

"' 

Tho ugh Ay ers ' s cl1eme wa s unusually ambi tious , tl1.e purposeful 
c r ea t ion of di s t i ne t villag es was not unc ommon. Wi g.gi.nvill e tva s 
t he brairtcr1i l d of Wi lliam H. ~7iggin, a s elf-n1ade bus i ·nessman 0 

His villag e was laid otlt ca. 1890, nea~r the juncture of Lawrence 
S t r eet and t he Conco r d Rive r , and cons i sted o f a church, a school, 
a railroad station and over sixty houses. Atherton Village in­
cluded nir1etee r1 te11ernents near i ts factory on Rogers Street. 

1865 - 1920 

t~e igt1borhood d eveloprne tl t a f ter the Civil Wa·r followed character­
ist.ic pa t tern s . Fa r mland claimed by large • . e legant estates i n 
t he 1850 ' s was often subdiv·ided into the more elegant residential 
areas of the 1880 's and 1890's, such as Wilder and Livingston 
Street s in t he Highlands, Eleventh and Methuen Streets in Central­
vil l e , R .. ogers Farm in Lo"tver Belvidere and Wynmn' s Farm on Belmont 
Avenue. Perip he r al farmland r emained in agricultural use tlntil 
much l ater. Outer Andover Street was i mportant for its market 
gardens l oca t ed behind spacious homes well i n to the 20th century. 
Da.i r ~l farrns l\lere scat ·t e red in t ,he southern Highlands,. In otl1er 
outlying area s, pl a t t ed s ubdivisi.orl s often rernained undeveloped 
until the mid-late 2 0 t h century . 

Closer to the c enter of the city , however, succ essive waves of 
hous e building me t the dem.ands o .f Lowell 's growir1g labor forc e . 
Yan l=:ee f arn1 g ir ls h a d bee n largely replaced by immigrant r.~1orkers, 
who s ettled in ethnic ooc ke ts within a 1 l/2 mile radius of t he ... 

dowr1 t own. In 18 74 , three a nnexa t ions more tl1an doubled Lowell's 
popul a tion and land are a. These were followed by other large 
annexat ions i n 1879, 1888 and 1906. The advent of s t reetcar 
service in 1864 gr eatly f acilitated acc ess to the suburbs, so 
t hat the middle and upper c lasses a like could enjoy fresh air 
a nd p eaceful surroundings . 
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The vast majority of Lowell's residents worked v7i thin the city. 
The wealthy occassionally commuted to Boston and ce,rta inly con­
ducted business there. Taking the train into Boston for the 
evening was not unusual in the late 19th century4 Yet, Lowell 
offered ample employment and services to be a self - con ta ined 
coHl!nunity. Within its limits were elegant estates, stylish 
neighborhoods and working class tenements. Despi te widening 
class distinctions, however, only Belvidere stood apart as a 
wealthy enclave. In other sections of the city, the homes of 
the different social strata were intermingled; a single large 
Queen Anne residence might be located a round the corner from 
a string of speculative Queen Anne cot t ages . Land in Lo\vell 
was always scarce. . 

The city attracted n~ny inventors and en t repreneurs, par t icularly 
those with ir1dus trial- related products. I nventions developed 
by Lowell's citizens include the store service device (a system 
of hollow balls that allowed quick transfer of cash and r e ceipts 
between clerks and casl1iers through vacuum pressure) , s afety 
stair treads, the circular kn i tting needle, the s o da f ountain , 
and hundreds of patented parts for textile machinery . 

Lowell's unustla l history provided a creativ e and exciting envi ­
ronment which encouraged the development of a r ich architectural 
lands c a p e . Within the neighborhoods thi ~ is mo st evi d e nt in the 
wide variety of r esidential architecture which spans the f ull 
range of styles and today includes some of the state's finest 
19th century examples. Not to be ove rlooked , however , are out­
standing _pub lic buildings and great numbers of churches spread 
across the city. Thes e and other a s pects of the built environ­
n1e11t are discussed in Part 1wo . 

• 

• 

-7-
t 

/ 

• 



• 

• 

PART TWO: NEIGHBORHO OD ARCHITECTURE 
~ 

INDUSTRIAL BUI LDING S 

The backbone of Lowell in the 19th century was, of course, its 
textile indust ry . All of the maj or mill buildings are located 
wi thin t he LJ1PD . But outside the mainstream of the city'~ indus-
trial development -- and outside the LHPD -- several dozen .. 
minor text ile and text ile-related firms flourished. Most were 
si ted clo se to a water source, though by the mid-late 19th centur y 
steam power had freed t he mills from their dependence on canals 
and river s . 

No traces r emain o f the grist , carding and other small mills 
loca t ed along Hale 's Br ook and the Concord Riv er prior to Lowell' s 
industrial r evo lution . The only industrial sites from this period 
are Wnipp l e ' s Powder Mil l in the LHPD and housing which belonged 
to the Chelmsford Gla s swor k s, in Middlesex Village. Established 
in 1802, thi s corr1pany produced window glass and used the nearby 
Midd l e sex Canal to transport its finished goods. The glass -
works consisted of s ever a l sma ll buildings, presumably frame , 
for storag e and pr eparation, 2 furnaces, 11 ovens and a kiln . 
All have since d i sappear ed , but three frame residences which 
housed worker s r emain . (See section on residential a rchitecture) 

The first texti le ma nufa cturing corporations appeared in 1821. 
Over t he next ten years, eight major companies began producing 
both woo llen a nd cotton goods. 

Just a decade af t er the first textile mills began operations, 
the Lowell Bleachery was founded (1833; Area LB). Addressing 
the needs of the manufacturing corporations, it performed th.e 
unpleasant task of ' 'bleaching , coloring, printing and finishing 
cotton and woo len goods'' (Acts of Incorporation, 1833). Its 
buildings extended over a large area and includea Hale's Brook, 
i n which the fabrics were washed ~ None of the 19th century in­
dustrial buildings still stand; the brick building on the site, 
n ow own ed by Prince Spaghetti Co., was built in 1919. But 
adjacent to it are facing rows of frame workers' housing and, 
around the corner, thre e small cottages. All date from ca. 1840 
and repres ent some of Lowell's earliest intact industrial housing . 

Jus t north o f t he Pawtucket Canal and west of Fletcher Street 
are four mid-19 th century industrial sites, with extant rubble­
stone buildings. Ran dom-laid rubblestone was a familiar building 
material in Lowel l. First u sed as early as 1821 on Whipple's 
Mill, it appeared on bo t h residential and industrial buildings 
unt i l ca . 1860. It was extracted from the canal beds being exca ­
vated. The ea rlies t of these mil l buildings was erected ca ~ 1851 
by D. Lovejoy for the manufacture of knives for paper and leather 
machinery (#166 ). (The one-story structure was still in its ori­
ginal u s e when it burned in 1981, during the course of thi s s urve y . ) 
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Of the other three remaining rubblestone buildings, C.G. Sargeant' s 
Machine Shop is of great e st architectural interest (# 169). The 
three-story rectangular bui ldi ng tr i mmed with granite lintels , 
sills, and quo in s was buil t ca. 1852 , though later addit ions have 
encas ed sections of the original structtlre . The shop produced 
machinery for wnol rnanufacturies. The Lowell Wo r sted Mills and 
Lowell Hosiery Company were also located in rubbles t one buildings 
erected i n 1860 and 18 69 respectively. 

Between 18 75 and 1895 , at leas t five industries of no te were 
established outs i de t he LHPD . Among these were three of national 
fame. Hood's Sarsapar illa Laboratory (#2 54) manufactured a 
variety of patent medicines, the best known o f which was sarsa­
pari lla. Begun i n 1878, the company moved to its l ocation on 
Tl1rondike St reet in 1882. Over the next 10 years, its f irst 
bui.lding was enlarged until it became the l argest building in 
the world d evoted exclusively to the patent medicine bus iness . 
Like other mill buildings built during this period, it wa s a 
four-story brick flat-roofed structure with multi-paned segmental 
win dows and no decorat ive detail. 

Th.o1...1gh not as well known as Hood's, U.S. Bunting, founded in 
1865, was t h e first American company to manufacture c loth (or 
buntir1g ) for flags. Previously, material ~for American fl ags 
had been i mport e d from England. Its earliest building is no 
longer standin?; remaining structures built between 1890 and 192 0 
ressemble Hood s Laboratory in their size and utilitarian des i gn. 

The Shaw St ocking Company was founded by Benj amin F. Shaw, inventor 
of the ciruclar knitt ing needle , which allowed seaml e ss stockings . 
Al l four of i ts brick buildings, e r ec t ed between 1880 an d 1907, 
are standing. The earliest , with its granite trim and a corbelled 
cornice, is most distinc tive . In 1891 t he Pickering Knitting 
Company, also manufacturers of knit clo thing, built a 3 1/2 
story br i ck mill near Midd les ex Village. Irs utilitarian appear ­
ance is r elieved only by ~ centrally placed square stair t ower . 

Reinforced concrete and the emergin g Neo -Class ical style changed 
the ap perance of sorne of Lowell's industrial buildings in the 
late 19th century . The Lowell Weaving Mi ll provides an early 
example of the use of reinforced concrete . Its two -s tory struc ­
ture, with syn1rnetrical entr ance, flankin g wings and classical 
proportions, was bu i lt in 1896 . Across the street is the I nter­
national Cotton Company, an impos ing complex of reinforced c on­
crete buildings. The two companies merged in 1913; cotton duck 
and tire fab r ic were the ir principle products. 

COMMERC IAL BUILDINGS 

Most of Lowell' s commercial buildi ngs are located within the 
LHPD and have been discussed at length in the inventory of tha t 
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