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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,

and architecturally significant structures).

The houses built in Belvidere Park were, despite the splendid associations of

its name, small two story frame dwellings of no architectural distinction.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused it,
and how it affected community; be specific).

In 1909 Belvidere Park was subdivided by the Park Land Company on land previously

owned by the Daniels family and, until 1906, part of Tewksbury. The nine streets,

which were laid out in a grid pattern, constituted the first subdivision nor.th of

Andover Street east of East Merrimack Street and the first of any size east of

Nesmith Street. Streetcars along Andover Street made the distance of 1 1/ 2 miles

from downtown no obstacle. Although the area was advertised as "unquestionably

the finest part of the city...clean, healthy, picturesque and respectable, " few of

the lots were sold. Indeed, by 1936 fewer than 40 houses had been built on

over 350 available lots.
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