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recovered , intact . General Clark , l ooking like a half-dro¼ned water spaniel , 
l oses his trousers , shoes and othe r gear that had been either tied or placed loose 
in the bottom on the Falbot . The group dragg its boats and gear back into a clump 
of trees . A conference follows and it is decided that any further attempts to get 
the boats through the sur f tonight wi ll be useless and dangerous . General Clark 
goes back up the hill to the house to find dry clothes . Unabl e to fin d a towel with 
with to dry himself , he gropes in a closet and comes up with a fine French linen 
table cloth . It makes a f ine towel! CoJ.tneJ. Holmes offers'the general an 11extra 11 

pair of pants . They are General Lemnitzer ' s , the ones he lost in the police raid 
scramble t Holmes explains he "j ust picked them up somewhere ." General Clark finally 
gets into dry make-s hift clothes . Down on the beach , everything has been dragged 
back in the bushes and the r emainder of the group is huddled in hiding , waiting . 

The P- 219 , which has been previously signalled to come in as close to shor e 
as possible , is within a mil e of the beach . With the special light , Lieutenant 
Jewell is instructed to put to sea again until the surf quiets or until it is 
apparent Genera l Clark 's group wil l have to wait another day . The French civilians 
aiding the American in getting away are now frantic . They are scared since capture 
unr-er the circumstances would mean their liv es . They urge the Clark party to leave . 

In the meantime , the French police return to.the mysterious chateau . General 
Clark is there alone . Rather than retire again to the stuffy wine cellar , he gets 
out of a windo\~, jumps over a wall and sprints for the beach , in his stocking feet l 
The sprint is through the woods, over rocky paths and dmm a sandbank . He joins 

·the re st of his group and they settle domi to wait and plan . 

,~-

ON THE BEACH NEAR CHERCHEL, ALGERIA, OCTOBER 23, 1942- -General Clark decides 
to try and buy a trawler or any kin d of power boat to.get his party to the sub
marine but all efforts fai l. Someone produces another bottle of ~.ine and the 
tired , tledra ggl ed grou p disposes of it in their little cul-de-sac . At intervals , 
officers go to the beach to inspect the surf . It seems to be quieting . 

About 1: 30 AfA everyone but General Lemnit zer and the three Commandos, who 
remain to guard the boats and equipment , return to the chateau for food and r est . 
It is decided to wait until about 4 :00 .P..'.'.1, the hst possible minute if the Falbots 
are to reac h the submarine before dawn, before making the final decision on whether 
to attempt to get away today . While waiting on guard , General Lemnitzer notices 
,that the surf is quieting . During the period from 1 : 30 to 4 :00 AM, there are · 
several false alar~s-there are mysterious Arabs in the vicinity , the police a.Ile 
returning a~ain . All prove groundless but they are nerve m-acking . At 4 :00 t:.· 

. Gene al Clark and the rest of the party return to the beach hidea• ·:ay . The situation 
is surveyed . During his guard period , Gener al Lemnitzer found a spot along the beach 
where the surf seemed especially placid . It is finally decided to make another 
embarkation attempt , despite the cost : it seems hopless that the group can launch 
four Boats successfully without losing some personnel ~nd a lot of e~uipment . 
However, indications are that the place is exceedingly- "hot " and General Clark and 
his party , if they remain , may at any moment be seiz~by the police who micht return 
in greater strength . 

Al~ equipment that is not absolutely necessary is jettisoned . This inc~udes 
the tom 11yguns , carbines and radio , The boats must be as light as possible . General 
Clark and Captain mright are to make the first atte~pt . It is decided that four 
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of th e French offic ers a.nd civilians s t ill with the Clark party will~e into the 
surf and assist in the launching . These Frenchmen are sti ll frantica y tr:rin g to 
get the Americans away and are willing to make almost any sacrifice After careful 
preparation and r ehearsal , General Clark and Captain Wright start through the surf . 
Their Falbot bounces and teeters but soon they are beyond the breakers and headed 
f or the submarine ,hich , having again been su.~1oned, uas standing by a mile at sea . 

General.Lemnitzer and Lieutenant Foot make the next attempt . They discard all 
kit and equipment except the infra-red equipment that is necessary to locate the 
submarine and LeL'lnitzP.r 1s musette bag which contains all notes on the conference 
and the highly-valuable papers turned over by General ;fas t and Col onel Jousse . The J )i-> 
musette bag is tied to a cross - arm of the Falbot . The sea is a little rougher for f'\~~ 
the seco nd l aunc hing . After \,aiting fo r severc.l large waves to come in , Lemnitzer t,r, '1t 
and Foot , assisted by the fou.r frantic Frenchmen , make a dash through the surf . ~ ' t 
A t r emendous wave hits them ! Over goes the Falbot . The tvo officers , the Falbot , cJ.P 
their equip:2ent comes tumbling through the surf . Lemni tzer and Foot are half .. " 
drov:ned because the under:tov: prevents ther1 from get ting on their feet , even ,:hen 
_,_he water ..:.s shallow enot:gh for the!:1 to stand . When Lemni tzer finally gets on his 
f eet , the Falbot , carried by a big vmve, hits him in the back , knocking hi;;i do·.m 
again . Everyone feared the keel of the boat had been broken but exam:i.naticn sho\7S 
that while damaged, it can still be used ! 

• The Falb ot is turned over , the water :rjoured out , ,..-hat gear :~s left is r e
arranged . Lemnitzer and Foot , still coughing ur v,ater and sand , are ready to push 
out again . Speed is es~ential because of the im~inency of da\m . The second atte~pt 
goes successfully , although tr.ice the Fal bot nearly capsize s and the boat is one
quarter filled with ,1ater and several of her ribs are broken . The tvro of.Licers 
have difficulty ke~ping the crippled craft headed into the tremendous swells . After 
paddling for half an hour , unable to see General Clark and Captain 17right w o are 
so:newhere a.'lead , they try- thP infra - r ed detector and locate the submarine . 

Back on the beach , Colonel Hol;!les and C&.ptain Criurtney and Colonel HaJllblen 
and Captain Livingstone make precarious surf launchings but their t10 Falbots come 
ric..ing through. None of the eight men is dry \',hen he boards the submarine . The 
a l l-important l!!Usette bag carri ed by General Lemnitzer is soggy and in bad shape . 
An envelope containing gol d pieces has broken open and apLarently many coins vere 
lost when the Falbot capsized . "oot of the n··.m have cu.ts and bruises and their 
clothes are torn and soaked . The Falbot .of Colonel 1folmes and Ca tain Courtney 
j ams -~~ against the submarine , has its back broken , jacknifes and sinks . Colonel 
Holmes musette bag , containing all his clothes , gold and personal equirment goes 
to the bottom . Three of the four boats , all except the one hancled by General Clark 
and Captain 17right , capsized·while going through the surf . 

The eight men go into the innards of the submarine to dr~- off and get r.arm . 
A bottle of r "J.D. is broken out and disapr,ears in no time flat . Tn a few mooents the 
Klaxon sounds for diving and at 6 :00 A· the P-219 submerges , goes dovm to 90 feet 
and proceeds at 3 1/2 knots for Gibraltar . General Clark and nis rarty soon fall 
a!l eep . They awake at 2 : 30 PI1. The air is hot and ext r emely bad . The entire landing 
group has severe headaches ; They are a sorry - lookin g lot--lon g V'hiskers , hungry , 
bleary-eyed and more than a little banged up . Equipment brouGht aboard the submarine 
is r e-check ed and it is di ecovered that a letter that '..iurphy had given to Bones 
to take to Gibraltar for mailing was lost ,;hen the Falbot broke up . These boats 
have a small air chamber at each end and there is a possibility the boat--and the 
letter--will be picked up on the beach. Af ter d~~at: • ott;~ti. the advisability 
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of breaking radio silenc e , General Clark orders that the submarin e surface i mmed
iately (about 5 :00 Pf!) and send the fol l o-r.ring message to Gibraltar : 

11Im,itediate •o FOCNAS (Flag Officer Com;anding North Atlantic Station) . 0 er
ation completed . Am returning throu gh position A 2330 A/23 position B 2~00 A/24 
arriving Gibraltar 0830 A/25 . Request you have planes r eacly for eccrly departur 
weather permitting . Request you notify 111lc Gowan (code for Murphy) that letters 
he handed Julius (Holmes) were lost when his canoe broke up . They \,ere in weighted 
musette bag which may have fallen out . Canoe m~y have floated inshore . Search of 
beach should co!!llnence im.'!lediately . 11 

Having dis~atched these two messages , the submarine again submerges to 90 
feet and proceeds on its electric motors . General Clark plays bridge with Holmes, 
Wright and Lemnitzer . Later , the following message is received from FOCNAS: 

11Your 1417 and your 1420 acknowledged . Destroyer from 11U11 patrol will rendez
vous "ith you in 115 degrees EUROPA 16 at 0645 A/25 and escort you into harbor . 
Aircro.ft for onward journey arranged 1740 A/23. 11 

The P-219 surfaces at 6 :45 ?11 and everyone feels better . Clothes are dried 
out . General Clark and his officers go on deck and spend over two hours squeezing 
sea water and shaking sand out of their clothes . Returning to the wardroom, the 
officers sort out their wet equipment and clothes and lay out the secret papers to 
dry . 

* * 
ENROUTE TO GIBRALTAR BY SUBTi!P.RINE. AND FLYING BOAT, OCTOBER 24 , 1942--.After 

discussing and preparing a rough draft of a cablegram informing London and~ ash
ing-ton of the success of his mission, General Clark turns in , sleeping until 9:00 
AJ. After break.fast and a couple of rubbers of bridge , General Clark goes up into 
the conning tower , finds the sea fairly smmoth and decides to cable Gibraltar 
asking f or a flying boat to sreed the return tri • 

Cables General Clark : "Consider weather conditions ideal for transfer to 
Sunderland . Request you have Sunderland rendezvous soon as practicable . My position 
course and speed 1100 36° 4 1 N of 41 1'\"l 254° 11 knots . 11 General Clark goes back to 
the diversion of bridge until Gibraltar informs the submarine that a Catalina 
Flying Boat ~•ill rendezvous v,i th the submarine . The party begins packing . ~.~ost of 
the clothing has been hanging in the engine room to dry . The plane is sighted at 
2 :45 PM and the Falbots and baggage are moved on.deck . The three Commando offices 
are remaining aboard the submarine . Generals Clark and Lemnitzer , Colonels Hamblen 
and Holmes and Captain Wright say goodbye and move across the gap of water to the 
big plane . As they board the Catalina , the entire crew of the submarine is on 
deck and they give General Clark and his four staff officers a 11Hip-Hip-Hooray 11 

as the Catalina takes off for Gibraltar at 3 :15 Pi!. The British submarine crev1, 
particularly Lieutenant Jewell , were magnificent throughout the long and hazardpus 
trip . 

Gibraltar is sighted at 4 :40. The Catalina lands in the harbor and General 
Clark and his party go ashore in an R.A.F. launch . Cars take the group to Govern
ment House for tea . General !.1acFar lane is told of the mission I s details and the 
followin ; cable is sent to London: 
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"FoLowing f or Com;nanding Gener al mropean Theate r of O erations Lendon, 
f r o11 CLARK f or EISENHO','SR.1S eyes onl y . BEG-IES Pending more complete details to be 
f urnished on our arrival following is brie f summary of events to date . Due to not 
having heard f rom i;c Gowan as to exact time of meeting ,:e stood off rendezvous 
point 36 hours submere;ed ,,aiting signal to land . Definite contact finally estab
lished ahd with favorable weather vre l anded i n four canvas canoes about midnight 
21722nd . Conference General '.la.st r e1ir e~ent i ng Gener&l Giraud and f ive staff of.:('icers 
com ·enced 0700 "hours on 22>nd. Discussions considered satisfactory and followed 
generc:1.l lines anticipated by you . Giradd being contacted today by ':fast . Definite 
decision by Giraud expe cted by Tuesday . .Anticipate it wi.1. ... be fav or able . I base 
this on thei r f avor able rAaction to the st r ength of the fo r ces U .s . could ::,ut into 
such an operatio n . All questions settled satis f a cto r ily exeert time of assumption 
of supreme cmmnand by Fren ch . Uy vien on this submi tted to Giraud through ,last 

or fiis conside r ation with def inite unde r standing that my proposal had yet to b~ con
irmed by you . Extremely valuable inte l ligen ce data obtained and will be vr epar ed 

upon my re tu r n f or i -'!l:lediate r adio transm i ssion to Co"X1anders concerned . From discus
sion and informat i on r eceived our plan for oper ations a1~ears to be sound . The nec 
essity our being prepared to occupy Tunisia prompt l y with ai rbor ne units abundantly 
confirmed . Thether Gir aud assumes l eadership in Nor th Afr i ca or not anti cipate the 
bulk. of Fr ench ar my and air fo rc es wil l offer li tt l e r esistan ce . During conver sation 
with Mast I pr omised del i very of two t housa nd small arms with ammunition by sub 
marine to vi cini ty of our land in g at earli est pr act ic able date . Al so promised sub 
mar ine which Fr ench insist must be Amer ican to br ing Gir aud from Fran ce to North 
Africa . Naval info r mation indicates initial r esistance by French Navy and coast 
defc,nses 'rhic>: wil.L fall off r a.1 idly as our f orc es l and . Detailed conferences con
tinued throughout day until 1900 hours vrhen inte r vention by local police r:ho ha.d 
become suspicious of inc r eased activity in r endezvous area brought confe r ence to 
abrupt conclusion . Fr ogs f l e~ in all di r ections and our party hid in empty R~F~AT 
empty v,ine cellar in house whi l e ar gument wit h police ensued . After t, o hours during 
lull i n conversations with poli ce we made our vray to woods near beach v:here v•e 
awaited favorable surf conditions to per mit r e- er.ibarkation . First effo r t to r e
embar k resulted in capsizine; and damage to one boat . Further effo r t futile in vieu 
of high waves . i-:-e r emained in hid in g unt i l 0430 on 23r d when another attempt was 
made. All boa t s r eached submar ine after two had capsized at bea ch and one vras br oken 
whil e boarding submar ine . Ran submer ged during day l ight QOUXS of 23r d exce~t fo r 
br i ef sur f acing t o send message to Gibr a l ta r . With ideal conditions £or trans f er to 
fly i ng boat avai l able mor ning 24th G;i.bralt ar was r equested to disp ot ch Catalina"Lto 
rendezvous wi th us at sea to expedite r eturn . TTill advise time and pl ace of arrival 
in P,K. ENDS. " 

General Clark and hi s f our of fi cers get their fir st bath in a wee1 . (This 
doesn ' t count unwanted dunks in the :ledi te rr anean l ) Later , furthe r conf erences are 
he l d with Gener a l ·~acFarlane ; Vic e Admir al Si r Edttard Co:lins , co~~anding the 
Nor th Atlant i c and the man v,ho made the P- 219 available , and other British officers . 
Thi s is f ollowed by a dinner at which General r.:acFarlane is host . This breaks up 
at . 8: 58 P'1 so the gr oup can lis t en to the 9 o ' cl ock news . General Alexander is 
atta cking in the Middl e East accor ding to plan l Anothe r of the first active phases 
of TORCH has s t ar ted ., Duri ng l ater dis cussion , General Clark is told of an attempt 
the I t alians have made to bomb Gibralta r. Thr ee pl anes made the attack but had to 
dr op a l l the ir bombs i n Spain or in the wate r . The s.anish are very angry . One 
Italian plane was br ought dovm by a.ck- a.ck. Remembering his promise to General ' last , 
Gori-eral Clark has a conference with a Br itish naval office r v·ho has been .s"lu6 lin~ 
guns into Africa and France . Arrangements are made for the snv to furnish 2000 
weapons to mast from Gibr altar stocks . General Lemnitzer collects 16 , 500 Algerian 
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f r anc s fro?l .c1embers of the Cla r k party to cove!' gun delivery expenses . Cl arke is 
inst r ucted to pr oceed with his smug ling , dealing directly , i th ·;r . ·rurphy . 

Gen,:,ral Ia.cf arlane then offe r s to show- G<me:r a l Clark and his J:.iarty 11'fhe Rock 11 

so , at 10 : 0J F: the group sta r ts out in two cars . Tt is an impressive and th r illing 
drive up the narrovi , b,isting r oad to the 1 , 200 foot top . General ·.1acFar lt..n, , 
dise;usted with the timidity of his dr ive r , takes the wheel himself and it is a 
wild ride . :3ecause of a dmaged br idge , the par tJ finishes t'ie cl i mb on f oot . General 
iacFar 1ane takes a nasty fall but by l u ck is unin j ur~ · • Fr o'TI 11T1:J.e Rock 11 Gener al 

Clark goes di r ectly to the ai r por t . The 11Red Gr eulin 11 and the 11Boomer ang II " are 
waitinc; , Ba[:;gage is stowed aboa r d the two f lying fo r tresses and the par ty takes 
off at 15 minut es afte r midnight . 

➔:-

TO 10',TDON BY FLYI1G FOPTR'.'"8, OCTOBER 25 , 1942 -- The fir.;t tr.o hours of the 
f light ar e pl ea sant . The of~i cers lounge around ~1:J.erever c onvenien t and doze . Bad 
·,reathe r co11es two hours out of Gibra l ta r. I ce beg in s f or:..1ing on the wings and 
Lieutenan t Col onel Ti bbits beg in s cli 1cbi nG so the 11Red Gremli n 11 can avoid it . 
The ai r i s very r ough and ext r e.".!ely col d . Generc:.l Cl ark , Col onel Hamblen and 
Colone l Grun the r (pic ked up in Gib r al t ar ) huddle togethe r , shar i ng the war mth of 
each other ' s bodies , The temperature i s be l ow O degrees centigrade . The 11Boomerang 
IP' is having the s a,ne dif f ic u lt y- - f l ying at l .L, 000 feet with ze r o visibi.Lity . 

The Ent;lish coast i s sighted at 6 : 30 A· . 'f'he ,eathe r gets v;armer and the air 
smoother . General Clark ' s plane gets l ost and does not arrive at Poleb r ook ,mtil 
8 : 52 Al . The second plane , coming straight to the fiel ' , lands at 8 : 26 ;" . Ther e 
is a.nxiet.r ,·:hi l e General Cl·crk I s pla::1e is charted . Sou1, · m it gets over th e 
English chan nel and finall.,r come into Polebrook from the Northuest instead of 
the South . Afte r breakfast at the Poleb r ook Officers ' clab , GP-nera.l Clark d8parts 
in his car f or London at 10 : 50 Af1. During the long r ide back , he dozes . 

Irrued i ate l y upon his r eturn , C'ene,,.al Cla r k calJ.s General Eisenho-r :er , then 
drives out . to the Co.~ and er-in-Chief 1s hideout for a t v.·o and a half hour conference 
dur ini:; , hich he details his trip . One of the greatest di f f.:.cultie-s in dealing with 
General ~1ast ;as Gener al Cla.rk I s inst r u ctio ns that hE: was to indicate only what 
the TJnited States crpJJ) do , not ,··hat it was GOING to do . 'l'his had to be kei:,t upper 
most in mind at all times and it 7ade the General ' s ta~k complicated and extre mely 
difficu l t at times . For instance , v:hen General ·'ast asked that certain thj ngs be 
done v;hen the Ameri .can army cc 10 in , C'enera l Clark had to b0 adroit in his ans wers 
and .nake no unf'lt.lfillable pro!!lise;:; since s·c;.ch chang, ::,, at such a late datc--i",ith 
some uni ts already at SPa , ,. ere i :i ,ossible . '"h8t Ge1rral 'c.st la::.d down th e I'r 1.ch 
plans for occupyim ; Frenc11 Africa , General Clark had to b e car ef ul that hE ;a.v" 
no indication that, the . S . alrec.dJ had. def:.nl te plans . He was abl e , ho, .ever , to 
shov; hov. v;hat he had to '"'r :, F'"'/"\P"'P-D plans differed fro:n thos e of th e Fr ench . The 
parallel in the rr. S . anr' FrE'nch plans was astonishin~ . '71.en General .~ast pointed 
out General Ciraud 1s plan of establish i ng a bridgehead in southern Fronce so the 
Fr ench could resist German moves into ~noc cupied France , General Clark had to move 
with great care . '-Iow could he make any pr omises v,hen the North African operation-
the movement of cowat troops to the ar ea--z;as al r c&.rl~r laun ched . 

. /l..fter conferring with General Eisenhov;er , General Clark r eturns to his Norfolk 
House office so he can talk to Prime ~'inister Churchill over the scraT'lbler tele hone . 
l!r . Churchil~ is extremely pleased . He invites Genera ~l a.rt qin ner but the 
ceneral , exh<uste·~ , has to refuse in favor of slee.l:' . ,., 

-;~ * 
VV\/ 



( 

f 

51 

LONDON, OCTOB~R 26 , 1942- - "The Great .American Eagle 11 (Prime Minister Church'
ill 1s nickname f or General Clark) has just r eturned from a very important and 
highly su ccess f ul mission , sars General Eisenhovrer , opening the regular Comr:iander
i n- Chie f I s meeti ng . "He' s going to tell us abcu.t it . n 

Thus , General Clark takes over the meeting today and spends the next ha lf 
hour outlining in detail hi s discussions in Algie r s with General l.Iast and his 
staf f . He leaves out al l the t r avel details and the humor ous anecdotes , confining 
himse lf ent ir ely to the serious details . Ever y man around the big conference table 
l istens intently . Air Mar sha ll V,"elsh and Gener al Doolittle beam v,hen General 
Clar k te l ls of having details of the di sposition and strength of the French Air 
For ce , the condition of airfields and the disposition of gasoline . Admiral Cunnine
ham is highly pleased that the general has r eturned with detailed plans on how the 
French navy intends to block the habbo r s ; this will greatly facilitate prevention 
of this by the special harbor task forces . General Clark goes thoroughly into all 
phases of his mission . Even General Anderson bea!:ls v1hen he hears of the plan to 
land parat r oops at Bone to facilitate Creneral Anderson I s d;rive to the east . Yihen 
the general has f inished his out l ine , there are no questions and General Eisen 
hower br eaks up the meeting . Afterwa r d , the office r s crowd around to get details 
concer ning how the t ri p was made. Few of fi cer s knew the nature or the destination 
of Gener al Cl ar k 1s t r ip . I t was a cl osely guarded secret . 

General Clark plunges immediately into conferences concerning an attack at 
Bone. He calls in Generals Gale and Gruenthe r and Colonel Stirling . They begin 
discussing the possibility of altering plans of the F.,astern A sau~t Force so it 
can l and at least part of its strength at Bone . The initial Bone landing probably 
will be f rom the air , by paratroops . General Clark explains that 11certain key 
Frenchmen in North Africa -- !.1ast and possibly General Giraud -- \'1ill have to be taken 
into our confidence by D-4 so they may have time to issue necessary insturctions 
to their commands. 11 

The Deputy Com,~ander- in - Chief next takes up with General Gale the proposal 
that French forces in Unoccu ied France be su vlied so they can resist the German 
move into that area- - a move that 0 1ast says Giraud believes is inevitable when the 
North African theater opens . Giraud wants to hold a bridgehead in Southern France 
through which the United Nations wi ll supply the French atriots . Gale believes the 
question of su lJlying these f or ces is one of pr iorities , ra+.her than alternate 
plans . Obviously , shipring diverted to Southe r n France would delay the buildup of 
TORCH t r oops and supplies in Nor th Africa . 

General Clark recom.nends that a French section be set up in Allied Force 
headquarters to foster development of French military poTier in North Africa . qe 
suc:ests that the officer to head this section Ltlght be found among Frenchmen now 
serving in the British army . The Deputy Co:n;iander instructs Gale that , in view of 
his pro,nises to General Mast , 500 tons of shmpping space per convoy is to be 
reserved to carry goods required by t'1e French civil population in North Africa 
after K~m3. 

Only one of General Clark 1 s man? conferences today docs not concern develop
ments resulting from his North African coup . Lieutenant General ·;!organ , com,:2ander 
of the British 1st Corps and the man who is heading the nev,ly-cr eated ~1ortheri1 
Task Force ( which is to be ready to invade Spanish \orocco if necessary) , c01,1es in 
to discuss his problems . B:e _;_s preparing his forces , wl-iich will include the Royal 
',iarines , as fast as pos ;;ible . Like the Center Task Stu Torgan is having 
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tank troubles . The l&rge Churchil s are noi., suitr.ble for th<; Lwa.sio!l task . or _;an 
says he can-"· mdertake his task Hithout tanks but beli"'V"'S the at;! acking force 
"probabl.1 .ould lose face i!l the eyes of the Sp~inards " if they do not have 
ar~aored eq_uip!nent . General Cle.rk tel -s ·;organ tha.t General , :ast Luor rned .1i u the.t 
three French native :i.:.visions are dispersed along the so uthr>r:c. Spanis' 'forocco 
border anrl if the '.Jort:".lern Task Froce s·1ould have to attack Tangiers , both French 
and America11 forces v,ould assist him by b.dva:1.cing fro·n the south anc: ea,t . 

LONDO~:r, OCTOBER 27 , 1942 -- B oth General ''tar shall and Lieutenant C-eneral i;_;ir en
hower are reco1~ nending G<?neral Cl~rlc for the Distinguished SPrvice :edal for his 
Horth African 'nission t G-enera.l Cl_r\:: 1 s .four staf~ ofL icers are also go ·n_; t.o , e 
put Q. for decqrations . The success of the highly hazardous mission has brouuht 
hi~h i-:raise fro-n botr1 London u._1c' ,..,ashington , 

i:1ord is received latb toda;y that General Giraud , on the basis of , ord brought 
to hi:11 by a special courier , is eager to go to ~Torth Africa an~ dL,cuss the French
.American colJ.aboration furt11er . Fe ap_rov~s , tentatively , the principles a.1:;Teed to 
by Generals Clark and '.last , but is ar:aiti!lg ,rrlt+en com1unication from ·;r . 'iv.r~~hy 
and General :.;ast before civing his whole-hearted apJoval. 

Captain ·-right is returning to Gibraltar to take cor:rn,.nd of the P-219 and 
proceed to a rendezvous in Southern France to pick ·_lp General Girl..Lld and. take hir~ 
to 1forth Africa . The entire sche.ne is v,orking beautift~lly . '"'r'L;;ht ,vill a,:;-ai t 
f1..,rther inst.,..uctions fron ·urph.; before taking the I:ritidt subr.1~;.ri:1e o;;..t of "ib
r a.ltar . 

The ,.,ossible chan ge in plans for th .e use of p~.r&troo1:s--as a result of General 
Cle.rk 1s confe nee v,ith G~ne:;.·al :ast and the possibility of in _1 ding c...n air 
assault o!l Bone--occasions a large confere!lce in C-eneral Cl~rlc 1s office . ~ttendin~ 
are -~lr Vice 'Iarshal Sanders , Gene:ra.L GrQenther , Doolit-"le anr" :::..emnitze'"', Colonels 
Bentley and Raft and .1ajor Yarborough . "General 1a: t , 11 sa:·s Gem,ral CL,.rk , 11ho.s 
assured us th1t para.troops will not be re:...isted at the Oran ancl Bo:i.e airports . 
The ~urpose of this meetbg is to discuss means of getting paratroops into Bone as 
soon as possible . Obviously , we must have al tern"'.ti ve pJ.ans ; one to be used in 
case of unexpected resistance , and one in the ,,vent of free entrance . The first 
has been pre~x,.red in detail ; the second will be . re ared at once . 11 

It i decided that if the loaded air transports can be lundec at La Senia 
air.[)ort , noar,Orwi , without resistance , they fill be refu,7ldd and rea ·y ~o proceed 
so they arrive at Bone early on r :.:lu one . The paratroops wil.1. not jump ·.t Bone 
unless conditions make it necessary . The pur ~;ose is to conserve the parachute 
battalion for a jillllp to seize the air~ort near ~unis . The ~roblem of anti-aircraft 
defense at "qone &nd an aviation gasoline su_p;_,ly cu.us es concArn , Later , General 
Anc1erson , v,'10 wiL. i1ave the responsibility of airborne 01Jerations e1:i.st of Algiers, 
is called in . He thi::ucs that by D plus one he might be able to provide the transports 
with some fighter escort . L'lder on is concerned about both the anti - aircraft and 
petrol s 1ortage at Bone . ne expects to get 1-Jetrol into the ;.:..rea by :'.: 1Jlus five. 
Automatic anti-aircraft weapons could be trans::-orted to Bone by s.ir • .Air ·:arshal 
,·;elsi1 and General Anderson both urge that 10 of the air trans.90rts allotec to the 
12th Air force be used for this purpose . Ge~eral Clark objects to reducing the size 
of the l:?th ' s tra•1sports and reco111 aends that this A*A e,.;'1ipP1ent be flm-rr1 .:.n by 
British bo,:ibers . :··elsh prmises to make an effort i:i. that direction . 

SECRET 
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And0 rson feels that with French' cooperation it will. be unnecessary for him to 
rush British paratroops into the Bone area. He prefers to have the British jill!lpers 
make a single move from Algiers directly to the airdrome at Bizerte . ije thinks 
this strategy can be pulled on D plus 5 . He plans , at the same time , to have the 
re-fueldd r;. S. transports drop the U. S. paratroo s over the Tunis airdrome . All 
the planes woul d then return to Al eie r s , possibly to fly up ai r borne infantry . 
General Clark ' s plan of long - ago-- having paratroop and airborne un!hts "leapfrog " 
toward Tunis - - appears to now be wor king out . Seizure of Tunis is one of the key 
aims of TORCH and each day it looks more feasible . 

General Clark lunches today with Prime 'Unister ChurchiL at Number 10 Down
ing St r eet , the "Gr eat American Eagle II giv i ng :.Tr. Churchill a complete report on 
the Nor th African mission . Churchill listens av i dly and cl ucks his approva l. The 
dro.matic nature of the mi ssion apl-'eals to the Prime 'Ainister I s imagination . The 
report over the scrambler telephone on Sunday night j ust served to \Zhet :i'!r. Church 
ill ' s appetite •. He compliments the Deputy Com .1a.nde ·- in - Chreef on the way in which 
he carried out his mission . 

A gene ·al discussion of TORCH ai r problems is held in General CL.rk I s office . 
The confe r ees are Air Mar shal ¥.'elsh , Gener~ls Smith , Doolittle , Lemnitzer , Gruenther 
and Cr ai g and Vice Air i'l1arshal Sanders . Doolittle is concerned about the slo" rate 
in which he claims Sp~tfi r es are being made r eady at Gibraltar . Welsh and Sanders 
say pr ogr ess is being made on schedule . Doolittle is concerned about the lack of 
tie for testing the air f raft and installing armament following their erection . 
Doolittle argues for stronger air sup~ort at Casablanca but Genera~ Cl&-k tel1.s hi m 
that the North African conversations "r esu l ted more than ever in a t r end toward 
st r ength to the east and our plans must per mit us to shift the weight of our air 
forces in that direction very early if we are to be welcomed by the French . In 
order to furnish air sup}.Jor t fo r the Northern Task Fcrce , General Doo~ittle plans 
on forming a small self - sustaining air force composed of one bomber squadron , one 
fighter squadron and two transpo r t squadrons . They will be based at Port Lyautey 
so they will have ready access to General ;'/lorgan I s fo r ce to the north . 

The French plans and intelligence reports that General Clark obtained in 
Alger ia have been translated and are being distributed to the proper sections . 
The c ompleteness of them , and thei r terrif i c value to TORCH operations , are astound 
ing . The value of General Clark ' s t ri p c oul d never be estimated . Even if things . 
went wrong , TORCH is in a vastly impr oved conditions because of the intel l igence 
brought back . General Clark has instructed General Gale to expedite action on 
General Mast ' s request that we su:-ply French troops in Southern Fran ce . 

The pr oblem of colored troops in England is growing . Difficulties have been 
present since their arrival i n the United Kingdom last sum~er . General Doolittle 
reports "growing lack of dis cipline among colored service units . " He cites a case 
of aggr avated assault on a white office :r by a colored soldier . General Clark tells ( 
Doolittle that the Eu:onpean Theater of Operatio ns "will back up the actions of w ~, r 

Courts ~fartial , even to the extent of ap1,,roving the death sentence in such cases . 11 

It is regretab l e that army offi cials , preparing for a great of fensive , should have J1 
t o concern themselves , and aevote precious time , to the col or ed problem . General ~• 

- ) c. Clark believes that an equal per centage of color troops should go overseas . 1~ 
C 

After disposiu.g of a number of smaller matters - including the ~uestion of 
( auxiliary U. S. troops to augment the Royal r.!ar ine division and establislunent of an 

8 .0. E. mission in Nor th Africa-General Clark goes to dinner with Mrs . Roosevelt . 
The president I s wife _/s currently visiti~g England . ~ECRET-'1.#>,... 



LONDON, OCTOBW,R 28, 1942--The British submarine, under com'"'land of Ca tain 
right of the U.S. 1lavy, left Gibraltar at 8:00 P;.: last night for the Gulf of 

Lyon where it will ick up General Giraud, the French general who is the key man 
in French collaboration in TORCH. Giraud wil_ be taken to North Africa to be oriented 
on plans and so.he can issue instructions paving the way for American entry. 

The following cable is received early today from General Marshall: TIT"e are 
fol�owing with great interest and considerable sus ense the negotiations going on 
with respect to Kingpin (Giraud) and Flag ole (Mast). If the results vre hope for 
are attained it will make an interesting page in hL, tory. I am in com- lete accord 
with your (Eisenhover 1 s) views as to decorating for Clart and his arty. Give him 
my thanks for his courageous and able erformance of a hazardous task. 11 

Final re arations for TORC are being buttoned u fast now. Generals Clark 
and Eisenhower and 52 other officers will leave for Gibr �ltar .. londay evening to 
set up the AL .. ie d Force Headquarters from which TORCH wil..1. be directed in its 
early hases. The final Com.antler-in-Chief's meeting is held this morning. To 
conclude it, General Eisenhmrnr declares: 

"This is our final meeting. All of us will be away from here by early next 
week. Admiral Cunningham has already gone to take naval command. I hope that our 
next meeting is held in Algiers-and soon! I am ho ef'ul that Allied Force Head
.__1uarters will be out of Gibraltar by D lus two or D lus three. Later, we ho e 
to make French North Africa our springboard for carrying on o erations elsewhere. 
The French, if they go along with us, are going to be the bosses in North Africa 
while we go to fight else"\',here. 

11 1 can't possibly express to you my gratitude for the fine work all of you 
have done. I ap reicate it more than I can say. Fro.n the ver start I have been 
aware of a great and fine devotion from all of you, The work you have done has 
been highly successful. Given a fair break on submarine activity and the weather, 
TORCH is in-a success. This success wil� be due to this grou and I am grateful 
to each and every one of you, 11 

One of the most int�resting developments at the final TORCH conference is a 
re ort from Admiral Ramsay on submarine charting. He declares thats otting shows 
that IC.ml, already well at sea, might run across a submarine 11but, otherwise, 
everything in normal." The convoys are all rocveding according to schedule. They 
and the naval units are a �,roaching the Straits of Gibraltar at varying s eeds so 
they will arrive more or less simultaneously at the Struits. Each convoy is getting 
complete re orts on Axis submarine locations and activities. 

General Ei.enho 'er tells the conferenee that "there is every indication that 
Genere1.l Giraud intends to go along with us, 11 Hast, Giraud and other trusted French 
officials will be told on November 4 that TORCH is about ready to start. This wil� 
give them the necessary four days to ave the 'l'iay for the entrance c-,f American 
troops. Giraud is sticking to his re�uest for a Southern France bridgehead and 
the Prime Minister believes everyting possible should be done to get sup lies to 
the French in Unoccupied France. As a matter of military economy, says General 
Eisenhower, 11we must give people in a osition to fight something to fight with. 11 

He declares that fighting in Southern France "must be a develo ment, rather than 
an added feature, of TORC'R". 11 The drive must be to the east and where possible 
the effort will dovetail with French plans. To expedite invasion of Tunisia, lans 
are being promulgated to land a small force from · 1

• e Sousse area, which 
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can be successful.~y held by a small gro'.1p. 

General Anderson asks what the French consider as the best possible time an 
Allied arm.r could get into Tunis . General Clark declares that the French pointed 
out to him nthe great necessity of getting in fast - -before the Boche . " He says 
the French hope is to have Allied troops in by D plus 2 or D plus 3 . Certain civil 
patriots , out - numbered by people favo r ing the Axis , wil~ have to hide in the hil~s 
until the Allied troops arrive . Help from Malta plus the actic ,n of British and 
American paratroops might speed the date , says General Cl~rk. General Anderson 
replies that he 11can 1t get anything into Bone from the SC?a until D plus 5. 11 General 
Clark terminates the discussion by declaring : "The Fr0nch want speed all the v.ay 
through . 11 

A humorous u-able , resulting from General Clark I s r>forth· African trip , arrives 
from Murphy. It says : "Inform X (General Clark) that police incident at end of 
meeting proves to have been in..ocuous a ccording to investigation but our friends 
(the French confe r ees) regret exeeedingly that end of party ' s stay was so un
comfortable , Inf'orm X that he has not lost his pants nor his co~t mut he will find 
them here clean and pressed on his return . " 

Al.L arrangements for the 30- odd war correspondents-., o are to acconpany the 
North African expedition have been completed . Four of these corres_ ondents v,ill 
be at Gibraltar , the remainder with the task fnrces . •~ jor Phi lips , the PRO, 
outlines the entire set-up to General Clark . 

It has now been decided to send a message to Admiral Godfroy, co~,andin~ the 
Frenc~ squadron ~t Al~xandria , on D-day informing him of the landing and pointing 
out to him that there are no designs on French territory. Godfroy is believed to 
be friendly to the Allied cause . Tv•o messages probably wil: be delivered to the 
French Admir<-1.l, one by a Britis'i naval official &nd the other by an American 
state department officer . 

The problem of obtaining equipment for the French comes up again . It is 
r,eneral c1~.rk 1s belief that both the Br~tis,., and ':.S . govern::ients sho'"ld both 
quickly determine what they can furnis 1 in the v:ay of military sup: lies and stir
ping a.nd how soon it can be maae available . 11Tt is obvious , 11 says the De: utJ Com
mander- in-Chief , 11that eqr.ipment and shipping set u1J for T0RCH !Ill1st not be 
diverted . Vnether or not equipment obtained for the Fr-=-nch is . to be put into 
Southern France or North Africa is a mat~ er for coTir.,and decision at the time •11 

General Clark ::ia.1--,,,s one oint clec:.r constantly in hfa discussions v;ith officers : . 
"It ar,1-ears to ;ne, 11 h"' says , "that it is ver,: important that re r1o not let 

the possibility of French non-resistance r,eaken our lans for active combat in the 
theater in case things do not go in the ,1ay we hope for 111 

These are other problPms that cone up during the day : (1) The paratroo 
carrier force must know by 5 :00 P!~ on liovember 7 v,hether or not the C-4 7s are to 
take off for Oran. The ships must be off by th&.t time in ordio,.. to reach their 
objective by H-hou.r (1 :00 A~!{)). General Clc.rk is setting u~ 11a definite signal" for 
this vital information . A premature takeoff of the parm.troors wouJc1 be disastrous 
since they c.:..nnot be r.:;ca.l.led because of hPavy lea.ding . (2) The ~rorthern Task 
Force is having tank and shipr,ing troubles. Gener&.l Clark orders the use of lighter 
ValentinG knks instead of Chu.rchil2.s . c __ rtain shipSEtiR Et taken fro::! the 
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Russian convoys so loadlng can star_t . t hips returning fro:n "ort: Africa nill t~en 
take the place of the vessels remov8d from the Russian convoys . (5) C'ene~al Pn<:ter
son is concerned over a letter declaring we might be able to su;. l~ the. ~.e.1.ta r 
force h,,r. air by D plus 5 . General Clark :r;hones General I::::~!ay and asks him. to , 
11lee.ve out any reference of our capability of suppl;r the .ia~ta force. by air , c.nd 
stress the ne9d for this force to be accompanied by the m~.ir:ru.:n P?ssibl~ nu .. 1ber of 
days of su~ply . ( 4) .Anderson is also alarmed .about a cut rn the K..!F5 an~ X.'!1"4,, 
convoys proposed bJ the Br:L tish Director of .. 1ovements. General Clark ana he a~ree 
that they ,,ill fight any r eductions . n 

In the c;venin:-;, Gener~l Clark attends the first shov. since ~is arri':"al in 
England al!'!ost four 1:'lonths ago . ri th three friends he ~e~s ~ musica:, revi~ '\' -- ,.. 
ttThe Dancing Years . tt The general gets increasingly o timistic as D- aay a:r:,1,roachP.., • 
He' s in fine spirits , des1~it,e terrific responsibilities anc long ho;irs of work . 

-x- -!!-

LONDON, OCTOBER 29 , 1942- -General Clark has an audience tod~y with Xing 
George VI. General Eisenlio- er and he go to Buc}·in:;hao Palace together at 11 :50 
A'I . The invitation v:aG issued by the King wl10 wanted to say goodbye to the two 
tor-ranking A..1erican generals before their departure for ?orth Africa , via Gib
r altar , 

The generals are ushered into the huge brornstone palace , only four blocks 
from Norfolk House , and taken to the office of the king ' s secretary . "hen intro
duced to 'Genertl Clark , the mo.n declare: "I know all abo· t you . You' re the one 
that took that fabulous trip . Didn 1t you get stranded on the beach r,ithout your 
pants? n 

Generals Clark and Eisenhor-er are conducted dov:n a lon g, cold hall. The 
palace , probably for fuel con.,ervation reasons , was chilly except in the section 
that was apparently the king ' s portion . The generals are ushe red into a huge 
room. All the chandeliers and pictures have been removed but it is still an 
attractive , well - furnished room. A small fire is burning in a fireplace . King 
George , i.n unifo r m v,ith the insignia of a field marshal on his shoulders--a 
wreath and a crown--shakes hands with the two Americans and invites them to sit 
down. 

King George immediately goes into a discussion of TOP.CH. He is th oroughly 
familiar with the pending operation . The king told General Clark he had heard 
"all about your trip to Africa and I thorough.q enjoyed the statement in your 
cable that you had been for eed to hide in an "empty REPEAT empty wine celJ.ar , tt 
He compliments General Clark on tta task well done , tt 

The discussion , which lasts 40 minutes , then turns to General Giraud and 
Admiral Darl an . The king declares emphatically that 11no one trusts Darlan . tt He 
then recounts meeting Darlan at a luncheon a few years ago and how his greatest 
remembrance was 11Dar lan 1s shifty eyes . 11 Plans for the generals ' departure and 
for development of the North African theater are then discussed , King George 
appears to have a complete grasp of the military picture . Aptarently he is briefed 
often on developments . He expresses concern over the Axis submarine concentra
tions in the TORCH area . He wantsrto know what troops are participating and what 
American units will remain in England to assist in defPnse of the British Isles , 
The 40 minute talk is almost entirely military . 



General Clark is surprised by the king's appearance. He had always imagin�d 
him as a nan of at least average heigh't. Instead, the king is of small stature. 
He carries hi"lself , ell and has a pleawing personality. The kin,; at one or two 
points had some difficulty s eaking. He has a habit of holding his hand over his 
mouth a great deal of the time. Only o ce or twice does he stutter. This comes 
when the king is excited or showing emotion. It strikes hi� as he bids the two 
American �enerals farevell. He falters as he says: 

"Goodbye and God speed. n 

A cablegram from General Eisenho ·er to General ,.�arshall concerning command 
of the 5th Arny, scheduled to be set u in North Africa, is dis atched to Tiashing
ton today. ffif initial stages of o eration proceed as favorably as no� seems 
possible, it may become quickly necessary to establish a direct coordinating 
agency for all American forces involved, n the cablegral!l says. 11 1 am planning, in 
these circumstances, to use General Clark for the purpose and have already selec
ted, from officers now available to me, key members of an army staff. In antic
ipation of this development, it will be necessary for the army headquarters now 
being organiz ed in the United States to sail at a moment's notice at any time 
after November 15. I request that all preparations be perfected so that if it 
becomes deeirabi-e- to ship this headquarters on an early convoy in 1.ieu of some 
other unit of similar size, this can be done uickly ••• , 11 

General Clark sends the following coll)..-"'lendations today to the four staff 
officers who accom anied him on the North Africa.n tri: (General Lemnitzer, 
Colonels Holmes an Hamblen and Captain mright) 

"l. I desire to take this oprortunity to commend you for the manner in 
which you carried out your im ortant art in our recent mission to Jorth Africa. 
Vlhen you volunte red for this assignment I was particularly leased, since your 
intimate knowledge of the details of the o eration made it highly desirable that 
you should be present and participate in the conference ith the French re resen
tatives. 

n2. Under the adverse and sometimes hazardous conditions that we encountered, 
your efficiency and hieh morale--although no more than I would have ex ected 
under the circumstances--made your assistance and presence invaluable to me. 

"5. In recognition of your able and courageous conduct I have recommended to 
the Com�ander-in-Chief that you be awarded an a �ropriate decoration. This re
commendation has been ap roved by him and has been transmitted to the War Depart
ment. I am happy to inform you that General Marshall in a radio to the Com,nander
in-Chief, dated October 28, says: "I am in complete accordance with your views c1.s 
to decorating Clark and his party." He also sent his thanks v.hich I now transmit 
to you, for without your fine assistance our mission could not have been com
pleted.11 

The general also sends letters to Sir Dudley Pound, first Sea Lord, praising 
the uork of the crew of the P-219 and particularly Lieutenant .Je\'l·ell, and to 
Lord Louis Mountbatten, thanking him for the s lendid service of the three Com
mandos. 

Although preparations for TORCH are com lete and the amount of work has 
slacked off pending tleparture of Generals Clark and Eisenhower, the Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief has several important conferences during the day. Commodore 
Douglass-Pennant reports on the location and numb!E'C, · submarines in relation 
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to the TORCH convoys . KME'- 1 has now passed the danger area where a sub was lurking 
yeste r day . The Aquitania , car rying troops , is straggling but is in no dange r . Two 

· cargo vesse l s in anothe r convoy have had to turn back because of shifting loads . 
The weather has been extreBely rough but the Admiralty is satisfied with the way 
the convoys are moving . The greatest fear , and there is a slight ,novement indic
ating such , is that the Axis is going to concentrate submarines in the Western 
;iiediterranean ~ 

Brigadier Mockler-Ferryman is called in to give Gener al Clark an estimate 
of the Axis ' ability to move t r oops into Tunisia . Before launching of the British 
Eight Army' s offensive , now underway in Egypt , it was esti ated that 2, 000 airborne 
t r oops per day , up to between 15, 000 and 20 , 000 , could be transfe r red to Tunisia . 
Recent heavy l osses to Axis shipping in the li',astern Mediterranean , " says the 
British Intelligence officer , have led to greater dependence being placed upon 
obtaining supplies by ~i r transport . This had reduced the number of air carriers . 
So f ar as is known there are no German ai r bor ne troops in Sicily at present . 
Receatly about 8, 000 airbo r ne troops , bel i eved Italian , arrived in Tripoli . They 
are , repo r tedly , without heavy equipment . Mockler - Ferryman tel-s General Clark he 
believes th~t if we are su ccessful in putting our aibo nne forces on the Bize r te 
and Tunis aird r omes early in the operation , the Axis will attempt to invade this 
ar ea vii th their airborne troops . 

General Anderson ' s alarm over the propose d cut in KM5 and KM4 l oads is gone 
into next by General Clark . Colonel Hamblen reports this has resulted from overly
optimistic estimates as to the number of vehicles that could be accomodated on the 
ships . A letter · is sent to General Ismay asking that "ever:- effort be made by 
the British to provide additional vessels . " 

A broadcas t scheduled to be made over B.B. C. on October 51 by Admiral Stark 
is causing concern . It makes favorable references to the de Gaullists and r,1r. 
Matthews reports this probably will not b~ well received in the TORCH area . Con
versely , ~.:at thews feels sudden cancellation of thA speech might jeopardize sec
urity . General Clark informs :Jatthews he will take the matter up immediately and 
that the broadcast can either be cancelled or modified . i,leans to take care of 
this will be found . 

* 
LONDON, OCTOB~R 50, 1942-The inevitable lull has arrived , All of theD-day 

, convoys--personnel and supply - -are ~ell at sea . Al~ naval groups and escorts are 
underway . Most of the officers in Norfolk House have departed . The only business 
that can be conducted now concerns future operations , General Clark is in his 
office throughout the morning but during the afternoon , tired of peripatetically 
pacing his office and filled with nervous energy , takes a drive . 

The report on activities of Axis submarines is still good . None of the con
voys has been attacked yet . Final arrangements are made for departure of Generals 
Eisenhower and Clark and their staffs . A special train will leave London at 
7 : 50 P.~ Sonday for Bournemouth where the group will go by car to the airport from 
which they will depart , sometime early Tuesday , for Gibraltar . 

General Clark ' s only important conference of the day is with General Smith , 
his chief of staff . He orients Smith concerning arrangements made with regard to 
make-up of the Royal 'farine Divisi ij r~~ will be a major part of the Northern 
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Task Force . Gener al Clark points out that the United States merely agreed to 
r einforce the Royal Mari nes with additional combat tnits such as tanks and 
artiller y . Throueh some error , the Bri tish had figure·d on the "J. S. providing 
service or maintenance units . 

The question of a staff for the Fifth American army is also taken up . 
Genera l Clark tells Smith that the slate of key per sonnel should be published 
soon and commanding -officers concerned informed so they can be prepared for the 
withdrawal of certain personnel fr om their commands . General C~ark tells General 
Smith that he would l ike to have Colonel Bowman as his Army Engin eer . The 
skeleton of the army staff has already been agreed upon . 

* * 
LOHDON, OCTOBER 51 , 1942--J.rrangements have been made to transport anti

aircraft wea~ons to Algie rs to strengthen this type of protection there . P.fter 
days of conferences and searchil'.lg by both British and American units , Air . 1arshal 
Welsh rerorts to General Clerk that the wee.pons can be taken in by British 
bombers . Thus , another , and j ust about the fina~ organizaticnal problem of TORCH 
is disposed of. The A- A carriers will r eturn to Gibraltar without refuelini:; . 

V'elsh is leaving for Gibraltar tomorrov . General Clark praises him for his 
arduo 1 s work. From Gibraltar , the Air }.1arshal will move to Algiers TTi th Genera l 
Anderson . Br itish aircfaft v;ill be available for this move. General Clark tells 
~elsh that if the operaticn goes as planned , the two American B-1 7s and Welsh 1s 
British plane can leave Gibr altar, via Oran for Algierr under fiehter escort . 
mels h reports that 154 Spitfires arrived safely at Gibr altar yeste-rd1.y . He brings 
the general a heartening r eport : The Br~tish Secr etary of State reports that 
"Ger man authorities arparently do not yet knm7 of our movements or intentions . 11 

The problem of what to do with th e carrier transports iL case the aratroops 
are unable to take off from England because of bad weather enroute or a.t Cra n is 
taken up by General Clark v~ith Generals Doolittle and Craig , If the paratroops 
departure is delayed' after D plus 3 , departure airdromes will be ov0,rloaded , 
General Clark orders that the transports be r0turned to their home stations in 
event they cannot move out by n0on of D ;lus 3 . ·Such action ~1ill entail only a 
24-hour delay in the subsequent movement of the pa·achute force to the theater. 

The desirability of complimentary action by the 8th (European Theater) and 
the 12th (African Theater) Air Forces is brought up . Operations of the 8th will 
be facilitated if it is possible for squadrons to move to airdromes in TORCH 
theater when condition are un:ii'avorable for their r eturn to the tr , K. Thus , the 
8th could strike at Europe from African bases during the English winter , noted 
for its poor f lying weathe r . 

A great deal of General Clark 1 s time , during this 11th hour waiting period , 
is devoted to planning for the Northern Task Force that General Morgan is heading . 
General Morgan1 s directive from the British Viar Office contemplates employment 
of his force in Spanish Morocco only . General Clark says the staff is considering 
possible use of the Northern Task Force in other areas , for example , Sicily , in 
case there is no Spanish intervention . Morgan says he is "eage r to get . into the 
s '10w in any locality . 11 He wants the War Office to broaden his directive . General 
Clar k promises to look into the matter . 



The Northern Ta.,k Force is goine to have difficulty gettin; into the theater 
at an early date . The earliest possible date of S a..11.ish forocco attack has been 
estimated at D plus 45 . The c.vailability of shipping is causine the bottleneck . 
Pri e Minister Churc:iilJ ii:: um:illinG i"o have vesseJ.s set up for Russian convo.y 
PQ-19 tmloaded in order that they may be ready for use by General Eorga11.1 s force . 
Llthough General Clc::rk has argued 11~·, should nu.ke evAry effort to set the date 
forward rather than accept a delay , 11 i t ct.PJ.,ears that , because of circumstt..nces 
sur r ounding shippin 6 , that the rort\wrn Task Force my not be r eady to sail from 
the United Kin~dom 1 1".l.til about n plus "3. It ~:ill use :::hips that have already ""!ade 
one trip to the North African th o.t'x . ·or,~an is a .. are of the n. Gd for early 
action . The crm: is that vre must have r"asonabl~ control of th" Stri..its of 
~ibra~tar as soon as possible . 

General 11orean asks General Clark if there ,1il I be any rE'stricticns by 
his head,::;uar ters in the use of 12t.L Air Forc e elem"',nts assigned to his co!'!I.ID.and. 
General Clark assures him that such ·,.s. forces -will have no strings attc.ched to 
then . C)teps are nov. being taken to !lrovide ·.1organ with an air staff and a political 
section . 

Need f or astro - navigato r s for the 64th Tr oop Carrier gr oup is brought to the 
gf.meral 1s attention by Air VicP - 'arshal Sanr'ers enc' General Craig . The Air 
1inistry is unable to furnish 25 navigato r s with the :r;-oc;_uestod qua_i f icc:tions . 

T .ese !'!!en i ... .1.. navi 6o.te the gro11p tr.ns.1 orting Britis.c 1 arc:.troops to the theater . 
Tl:e Brit i sh have 25 "dea.c' r e ckoning " navigato r s . General Cl2,rk sets out im: ediate ... y 
to solve the i:iroble:: an, 1 fin0.:s the prop r n .vi;ator , get in~ the fro the 8th 
Air Force . 

General _,.arc'!, connanding the 1st Arnored Division , r ,.,_orts to r:eneral Clt.rk. 
The division , Jess detachments enroute -to 'orth /1.frica fo r the TO?C..f attack , i;:, 
nou in the Liverpool area . V:ard rer.orts the t tro of the remaining tank battalions 
are equi ... 11 ed itith H-4 tanks; the third -. .i.th :- 3s . '.1.he division is no-; cettine 
1•)5-:n;n l! . f" . a1i-:u.ni tion v:hi ch will great y increase eff~ct iveness of the field 
artillery as anti - tan.."!{ r.eapons "l'ihen the outfit moves into action . 

1n the evening , General Clark goes to Genera l Eisnnho r ' s outside-London 
retraat. There the tvio gene r als r ela."'{ and discuss the long-rilanned and nm7 
in .inAnt operation . 

* 
LON'!)')H, 1-JOV:C:ffi"t"2 1 , 1942 -- A disturbing cable arri ves this evening from ;r , 

'1urphy in :forth Africa . Gene:..·1:t.l · f.±:u:aud wiL .. not be a.bl e to leave Frr:..nce until 
Novenber 20 . reneral ·ast asks postponenent of TORCi-fl 

General Clark dashes to Worfo l k Bouse from his fl:?..t and r eads this nessage : 

"The ::::isenho,rer-Kin~pin (Giraud) messenger returned last ni~ht from :½rseil.Les 
reporti11£; . thi:..t is is utterly i1possible for Kincpin to depart until Uovember 20th 
at earliest . Flac;pole ( 'ast} ::;up. orts tl-iis vie,1 , 

"I have ha.d severo.l hours heated discussion ':1ith Flapole at en:l. of 1::hich T 

ar:i. convinced we sh0uld yield on date . 
11I a,~ telecrs.])hin~ the President reco.!l 1endation as I am convinc'"d that "'ORCH 

vlithout favorable French High Com.T.c..nJ , iL .. be a catac;trophe . 'T'he '-elaJ of t· .. o weeks 
unpleas~11t as .:. t n:..y be involvinr; t ec.micc.l 1 _1! i.snorant 
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ECRtT_, 1 
i..., insi~nlficant com_.>c..red 
to our l:1-1ding . 

with result involving serious o) •. o::;ition of Fr.,.,nch c.rillJ ..t 
r{o J 

11Flagr.·ole points out thr.t no •v.:1-rning of our 
Clark at conference on October 22nd whichled him 
four 1,:e •ks 'C{as available . 

. . t tt k . ' . b ~•!,1 im 1.1nen a ac v.a~ 61 ven n ... m vr t~ /. 0 
to believe that at least thre'"' or 

11')ur •. re..;ent ro~JO::::ition he sug::,ests anmmts to an ultimatu= of hostile 
action . ~·e 1:mst eive Kin; . ·-Ln a reasonc.ble time to prapo.:•e not mere.Ly his d.e. a.rture 
but Fr~nch resistance .:..:1 ··orthern France to designa.te his ref,lace ae~1t which un 
doubtedly will be nelat+age dP Ta:c.' igny c.nd arrange numerous .letails. These simr,l;y 
cannot be acco::.1.)li::::hed in fcur d&:·s . 

11 Cingrin does not sb.a!'e opinion tho.t :.xis intervention is :?renc·1 rorth iur:i.cQ 
ii: :.'!l!"'•:_nfmt. Be b~lieves des;ral·le operatio:1 .::or .. s is c. co':',btnecl -uropcan and 
African operation in f ,il.::. cooperation betv:een A n"}ric&n an' Frenc:h fore 3G but he 
ic · il ... in 0 to yield if ·ve fo.,~"'t on Africa!l operati":i r.01 , -:;ranted he :.s eiven a 
reasonabls time to m~k0 h.:..s r-re ar~tions . 

111 sugr;est ~-our ~1ost serious ccns::.d.,ra"-ion of this question as it seems to 
me that :..,, you are to accept Kingpin as a partner he i. entitle1 to three 1.eeks 1 

notice ." 

General CL.rk is furi"' s . He thinks th t ',urphy is knuckl.i.:ng dovm. to Fr":1c 11 
prsss:rre . He .,aces his office and dictates this cable draft to a stenogra . ber : 

11It s inconcc.:.vable tha'.; Tur.,hJ• could possibly recou.ond such a delo..,r •,vith 
11 ~.., inti::iat.e knov:leclge of the oper-tion end t:10 • resent locatio::-1 of troo.:s ::.nd 
c )nvr,y:::; d'lo .t . · It is like ise inc "ncciva.ble ··o Ir.e that o-..rr . .ier"' fc.ilur~ tv 
c .. :1cedec to such der.1&.:1ds o.S have bet.::1 ·:1u,:e 1uld result i:i h_"L1~ t:10 French :orth 
Africc:.n Arv ne""t us uit'.1 ::;,,,ri01..1s o. positin:.1 , Si1ch opr os.Ltion for the reu on 
stated ,muld -a'lount to &. c' uble - cross by .. :ast . 1 Cc!Il'lO~ Jelie-re t'lat he v ould 
ie3I"ade himself to this e::-:t _.t . '"l.eco-:1"1end :rov (Ce.1er J. ~rsh2.l) advise lur.hy h.:..s 
s:1;:; ested actinn is entirely out of the i;ue..,t.ion and impracticable; that we will 
rroceed to exec 11te this o.1eration more deter'ali."1ed than ev _r to blazt O'lr vmy 
c.s'i.ore . rL3 :nould be directed to tell '.ast. tl-iat we are cor:1in,t; as r,l· nn~d; tlw.t 
al nell and th'3 Horth J..frican Army cun 1 t sto . us and if he uses the inf or ,2.tion 
already fv.rnished hi n on tne o. erat.i.on c1,S to ti'!le of its e::-:ecut ~on to our dis
advant&.:::;e, either by r..Jgroupint:': J.iis troo~-s to more effectively stop us; by dis
se;ninatir.,; the confidentia.'.. information !lur,r:>hy has intru~rt.ed to him; or other,ise 
betra:ring our ca1.c..,e, · e 1 11 ht.ns him hie;her than a. kite he!l ·1e r;et c.shorc . 11 

P..fter the "'eneral 1 s draft :i.s gone oyer , the follo\1ine is s1mt to -as' L'1gtrin: 

11Tt is inconceivable that ··cGrman (":-:rph_·) can r~cor.:1:.1 Nl s·,,;.ch a delay \"ith 
his inti "late 1mr- ledP'e of the oper::tion a..'1d the 1,Tesent location of troops cdcl 

convo:·s aflo&t . It is lik"l,1ise incor.ceivable to :ne thct ot.r uLre :'ailure 1~0 crn
cecie to sucll d2·:1a..rids as h:ive be 0 n ma•2e w01:.ld result in hav in.; the French rorth 
P.frican army .neet us v;i th :::er lous op1 osi tion . neco"IL1end the President ad,1ise 
"cr-o, t:.!l i'!lW'!diatCJly that his sug1:.,stnc'l actinn ·s utterly i 1possible in vim. of 
pre.::ent adv~nced state of o~,e 'a.tion , &.ml tl:"'t r:e .:il proceed to ex8cute thi.s op
eration with ,!lo~·e determi.'lati ~n tha.1 ever . ·:_ sr.ould also be directed ,10t to div
ul:;:e on Novr 1ber 4th the exact date of the operation unle'1G co:nplete coo • .1ero.tion 
by Fl~.[;.JOl"' :.s a. ·ured . Subm:.i.rine r!ill re iain available for the r:resent . (rr 1e sub 
com ·a..'1dcd bJ Capto.in \"ri_;ht that is l:,in 6 off the Sulf of Lyons) v il not ~fy 
1crrov:an ,~·he.:i it becones necessary to i7lthdrav.r . 11 

This new development is handled by Gener~l Clark alone since Gener::;,l ~isen
hm1er c n .ot be locate • It ,.:.1 not change any o:: the pbns . But it naturally 
nilL bring a lot of a_ .::,,rehension . 
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General Clark hol ds a fi nal conference toda y with most of the section 
heads with whom he has been \1ror ki ng so closely for the past several we .ks . The 
high-ranking officers sit around the Deputy Commander' s desk in a seni-circle . 
Present are : Generals Cruenther , Craig , Lemnitze r and Gale ; Bri gadiers '1ockl er 
Ferryman , i1c ;lillan and i'!hite l ey ; Colonels Vandenbur g, Holmes, Sti rl ing and 
Hamblen, Commodore Douglass - Pennant and ~.Ir. Matthews . 

11Vle ar e approaching the end of our harmonious collabor ation ," says Genera l 
Clark . 11At noon tomorrow I am l eaving Norfol k House . It has been a pr ivilege and 
a pleasurP to work with all of you . I brought you in today to giv e you a last 
minut e survey of developments (th e conf er ence occured hours befor e the :.-'lurphy 
cable) so you wil l kno~ the status of things . Tomorrow I will be in conference 
most of t he aft ernoon with the Prime Einist er . This probably will be my last 
meeting with all of you . As you know t he last part of TORCH planning ha.s been 
lar gely politi cal : att empts to pave the way for our Nor th Afri can landing and 
an attempt to get General Giraud out of France . 

"All the data on these political developments had been sent to Generals 
Ryder and Fr ende ndall so that they can r evise , a s practica ble , plans f or their 
l andings at Ora n and Algiers . I know they are going to want to go in with guns 
firing . l.e IIIUSt impress on them the political deve lop ments that have occured 
since their departure . " 

General Clark turns to Douglass-Penr1ant and t elJ_s him : 11I want to board 
the sh i ps that Generals Ryder and Fredendall ar e on when these vessels go through 
the St r aits . Is it possible? 11 Douglass - Pennant says it v.ill be diffi cult but he 
thinks it can be arranged through Admiral Cunningham . General Clark says it is 

l imperative that the two Task Forc e generals have the l atest background . 

( 

Information has been r ecei ved that Gener al Nogues , governo r gene r al of French 
Horocco , a1parently isn 't going to take a stand r egarding American collaboration. 
The De,01ty Com..:ander discusses this and is told that it will be possible to go to 
Fez, ar rest Nogues and put a sympathetic office r in his place , just before H- hour . 
Departure of GPneral Giraud from France has bePn held up 48 hours because of 
r epor ts of a Br itish fleet in the .Iedite rranean. Druglass - Pennant say the :w is 
only one large Briti sh ship in the r egion . Aprarently , it htcs been mistaken for 
a fleet ! 

General Clark repor ts to his group that the weather in the TORCH region has 
been tmusually bad during the past few days but that the storm front is moving 
east . "Tfaybe after this sto r m we will get a good br eak in the weathe r, " says the 
general . He reports that 18 more transport planes have been promised from the 
TJ. S. and that the ai r transrort i-,r obl em is looking mor e optimistic . He te l ls the 
officers that the Germans in Afric a ap_arently are attempting to locate the short 
wave radio through which ·ruri:hy is coITL:runicating Vii th Gibre,ltar cc.nd, for that 
reason , 1iurphy will remain silent for the next two days except in ca ... e of emergency . 

One of the toughest problems facin g Allied Forc e headquarters is to meet 
the r equest to supply arms through the Southern France bridgehea d General Giraud 
plans on having when the Germans sweep into Unoccupied France . Because of lo gis 
tical prob lems , it will be impossible to suJply this materiel . There i~ unsuffi 
cient time and General Clark says nothing can be done abOL1t gett in g this equipment 
in at the present time. After the Nor th African situation @i!.arifies , General 
Clark believes certain artillery and am:rrunition can be ship 1 e,= fro m Nort~: Afri ca 
to Southern France. The French are to be told that it is impossible to send the 
supplies into Southern France for at lea r t tw~stdf ETwecl<s . 



ECREI ~ 
One clcvelopm,nt has occured in :forth Africa since renere.l Cl· rk I s secret 

rendezvous the. t ha proven the faith of General •· st and his staf~ . The French 
_,eneral I s air officer has be 0 n made commandant &t faison Blanche ·.:..irr,ort . That 
is where the paratroops are to land ann the air officer is the one· o proaised 
h , ould switci1 on the airport light::: at the r•roper tim n it., my o n h~.nd . " 

Gener· 1 1·ast has sent , thro12g:1 1•- .r 1 !:_:•, i."lstr1~ctioni: on hm P .ne sho,,ld be 
at ... acb:d. 'T'he landi!-i_; assa lt should be- . .1a~-- against a ,oint le:; <~lomP.t?rs north
west of ?0:10 . >-ie str sses that the rort of Pone must be tb.k~n fro th<> rear. 
r: neral C l~_rk asks 7ockler-Fcrr~rman for an e•. al-t;ation of :&st rs r 0 co ~ .1enr:la t.ion 
a!ld the ::?r j_tish TntelEgence Officer shakes his head and says : "' " 1 ... 1 j ar,t hrve 
to take the Bone suggestion at its face value . ..a:::t also lnfor .. .., ':.'0 RC':I LJuders 
that a Colonel Lorteer has tronised to 1:;ive the PJne:::-ic,.ns na friendj_y rece tion 11 

at Sici Firouch . 'w.et implores thc.t if "an e::-:ci ted lrab II fires d ring the landine 
thc:.t the Anerico.ns are to ;,e.y no attention . :a..,t also r.::..1<..., that l l.i.ai::on 
offic r be sent to hi::: 19th army hec.dqua::-... er::: at Algier~ , 

"Th t r s the dopf' u::.--to d~ te , rr says ,..."'neral C ark . 111 just T.u.nted to let al} 
of -;; u knm-: the curr"'nt statu::: of things . 

Brigadier ~ockle-~-Ferrym&.n then bring~ u~ the subject f a u.111'Il;;r p ruch1.J.,e 
drop on "'icily . The Bri tich wo.nt to droJ durn .. ies on ,, ,ninr:.s ~ 11to create &l rm 
unr! possibly br:.n~ part of the It~li .n fleet scurrying to Sici~y , 11 "'his , ill 
reel ·ire t'1e use of only onv Lib rator :::o the General tells .!oc!:ler-Ferrymu. to 
inform the Bri tis~. tl1 .... t thPy ca!1 • roce d . !mot 1er . est ion th t is broub t U,i-, 

.:..s the s1nug.__.Ln::; of the promised 2 , 00 ".'lea. ons to :' orth r:.r~ica , Al though General 
Cl"l_rk ma-"e arran.c;ement., for t1'1is ~-hp,n he vms in Gibralt r , no v:ord hb.S be n 
rei:!1.:ived concern in; the del.i.ver;r of :.he ,.ea. onr. 

Co· nodore Do· '"'l ss-Pennant makes a report on subm&rine ac ivi tie • 'I11e sit
uat · on is excellent . 0ne v .r·:r sr.ial.1. convoy · P. ears to be bein 6 shacm,ed '· y a 
lone sub but the ~ ... is ap::-arentl:r knm-rn noth!n~ about the other larcer convo.'s. 
All the convoys are ahead of schedule bec,.use of the northern gale thc.t has 
driven them fas-Vthc.n planned . The sea has be""n ro"~h and a lot of the troops 
undoubtedly have 1 een seasick . One convoy--K .PZ--i" 36 hours ahAa cf sc edule 
and is mastini:- t.i'lle by cr-.dsing in thP- vicinity of the P.zores . rr :Fl is Hastin[ 
70 miles . The auxiliary aircraft carrier nasher has lost on° en.0;ine e.nd nov· has 
a top speed of only 13 knots but th.Ls \"ill not inter.f'-r- with its e1'1plo;,-,ent in 
TORr. 1 • ':'.'he bt.t lt>shi, Furious has arrived ::.t Gibr ... lb.r .:ind lc....'1.d"'d s"'veral Ep:..t
fir~s . :.dniral C.;nninc: 1 am and his staff are safely into Gibrc.J. tar . mhe I'r ~ tich 
navy estimutE..s that 2s Ger"'lan sub!:larines ere in the reditern.ne ~1. :s ;i-t , ther_ 
are no indic::.tion:c. -:.1~t th y are concentrati.'1~ in the ~·e:::tern n' o:: +t ~el. . 
One hehl'tenin._; r _ "•+--.L:~.d.:..cn.tive of th<> securit-,,r of 70RC;1I--:'..::: that c. Fr nch 
c.Y.1vo;r l:1<..s j":s:. lef+ ,..a::::a'.)l.:.::1.cu for Da ar. Tt is 11stu.ff':d it_1 a .nition . 11 

L~rnt no.nt Solon"::. Raft ""nd. ·:::..jor Yarborou__;·- co c L-: for a final di~~u. sion 
of pc:.ratro,p o,er::.tio~::; .Ra.ft sug.::;est:::: SU';J~S7, Lhi,~ b.; c1~i.1~ 10 tr::.!1 _art, t e 
h 0 .J-1uc...rt ~~ c.nd one ~0· ,::'2:1~· of :1is ba::.talio!1 co';:.l be move.: from Oran to Bone 
on D-d,.y . ,.,'1.is force cou:d jlnp if nece::::sary b'.lt .ould ex;'ect to lWl' on :.he 
Bone ~ir. ort i~1 the tr::..ns_ ort.., . The • l:,nes '\70'lld return im edie • e l;,r to Oran and 
brin~ u enGi1ecrs .ni infantrr to reli:v-0 the ~aratroor,::: fer oth r missi0n,. 

Colon3l Gale re orts th&.t the 
t'1e Bournemout::i area early Tuesd&.y 
fly to the Gibraltar headquarters , 
raltar . .,~ 

Flyiag Fortresues are set up to ue.art from 
mor."ling . Fifty-five .,ersons ar schec.uled to 
Tr.o of the six Fortresses vii l. remain at Gib-

SECRET --
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LONDON- BOURNEW'UTq, NOVE! 1BER 2, 1942--Gene r als Clark and Eisenhower , preparing 
to leave for their command post on Gibraltar , pay a final visit today to Prime 
',iinister Churchill . Mr. Churcl1ill is ebullient . The drive by Alexander in Egypt 

, has begun to click and the British forces are advancing and causing Ront'lel, who 
has returned to the battlefront from Germany, to re - gr~up his forces. Second 
reason for the Prime 'Hnis t er I s jub lila tion is the movement of convoys . "rfot a 
single submarine nor any enemy aircraft has been sighted . Ap_arent~y, the Axis 
knows nothing of the move. 

The two generals lu.11ch with the Prime Minister at Number 10 Downin& Street 
and most of the conversati on revolves around TORCH. ~Jr. Churchill is briefed on 
la.st - minute developments . Be is not particularly perturbed about the Giraud-ffa.st 
reaction to a landing in the near future . Like General Clark , he believes Giraud 
is bluffine and that he wil 1 fall in lin e when he sees how r esol~te the Americans 
are . 

TThen th e two American generals leave the British Pri!Ile '~iniste r affection
ately bids them farewell . His on~y com:'lent concerning the imr.'1inent operation is : 

"Go <lbye, good luck and God bless you ! 11 

General Clark remains at his Norfolk House of fice until noon . During the 
morning he holds a few quick conferences concerning la st-minute cables from Wash
ington . He also goestto Grosvenor Square for an hour 1s conference with General 
Eisenhower . Fol~owing the luncheon and conference with the Prime Minister , the 
Deputy Conrnander- in - Chief returns to his flat , to pack and prepare for departure. 

At 6P ,!.1. a fe w clos e friends of the Genera l go to Hays '1ews for a fare wel l 
drink . After the small cocktail party , the general drives to Addison Road statlon 
to board the special train that is taking the 54 officers and t ~o enlisted men to 
Bournemouth where they will be driven to Hurn airdrome , a British station , to take 
six American Flying Fortresses f or Gibr altar . The train has been pulled into a 
little-used station and the _ place is well - guarded by British bobbies and British 
and American military ~-olice . Ea.ch of f icer and man is checked through the grilled 
gates leading to the trainyard , Then they are esco r ted to the 11- car t ra in . It is 
a-strange sight . The only lights a.re :flickering coa l- oil lamps ; there is a semi
fog . The train is completely blacked out . Inside most of the officers are sitting 
in a club car , British and Americans sitting side - by-side along the walls with a 
long refreshment table running down the middle . The development of f reindships , 
and resultant close col l abor ation , between the Br itish and American members of 
the TORCH staff , has been surprisingly fast and pleasing to General Clark . That 
this close personal collaboration has resulted is shmvn in the mixture of officers 
along the conference table . 

The train departs from London at 7: 37 P~~ and dinner is served aboard . Just 
before the departure an important cablegram is received . Giraud , informed that 
plans can 1t be postponed until November 20 , has agreed to come out of Unoccupied 
France 1 He will be picked up by the submarine that has been v,aiting off the Gulf 
of Lyons so lon g . This means that Giraud might not get into North Africa until a 
few hours before-or possibly after-H-hour . General Clar k is tre~end usly pl eased . 
At 11: 23 P:,1 the special train , going by the code '17ord ALIVE and moving with 
only brief and infrequent stops , the train arriv es in Bournemouth . The pass engers 
wil be awakened when it is ti me to drive to the airdrome . 

~SECBE ._ .... :i1 
l~~;~~r:1l1~.G :::~~: •;:;lr~'.l~t 
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BOURNEMOUTH- LONDON, NOVEMBER 3, 1942- - Everyone is awakened by batmen at 
3:45 AM. Breakfast is served aboard t he train at 4 : 15 and then begins a long 
period of waiting . The weather at Bournemouth is clear and col d but reports 
fr om Gibralt ar are tha t the visib il ity there ·is almost zero . Ther e i s doubt 
about our taking of f today . 

Because the stand i ng tra i n will menace se cur i ty and since Axis raids over 
the Southern coast are f re quent , the t rai n r obably will be moved elsewhere . 
At 6 :45 AM, another weather r eport i s received from Gibraltar . A takeoff today 
woul d be inadvisable . Then come:; the prob l em of what to do v1i th the train and 
t he Al l i ed Force headqu ar ters of ficers . The f easibility of tak i ng them to Sali s
bury and hav i ng them whil e away their time in the old Castle headquarters of 
General Clark is considered b~ Genera l s Eisenhower and Clark must be somewhere 
where they can keep fully info r med on TORCH developments . The train has a scram
bler te l ephone that can be pl ugged in anywhere but it is finally decided to 
return to London, with as many off i cers as poss i ble remaining on the train . A 
takeoff late tonight or early tomorrow if hoped fo r . 

At 7: 12 AH the special train starts the return trip to London, arriving at 
Addison Road station at 10 :52 . Disappointment at not getting off is great . The 
pr ime r eason is that time is of the es sence ; the headquarters should get to 
Gibraltar as soon as possible since the first convoy--going to Algiers - -will be 
passing throu 5h the St r aits on the night of November 5-6 . Continued bad weather 
at Gibraltar will bring serious complications . 

¥Then the train arrives in London, General Clark proceeds imillediately to 
his flat . Al~ office r s are requested to remain away from Norfolk House and Gros
venor Square . By mid- afternoon , al~ officers are to phone and find the time the 
train is scheduled to depart . General Cl ark confers with General Eisenhower at 
his hotel room. No vital cables have ar r ived , The convoys still apparently are 
traveling undetected . The British navy is astounded at the success of the convoys r 
movements . The Axis appears to be in the dark about TORCH. With the exception of 
the three ships on which the cargo shifted , the convoys have gone forward without 
a hitch . 

The weather report in mid-afternoon is more dismal than ever , Takeoff tonight 
or tomorrow morning is im ossible . General Clark and his officers \7il~ have to 
wait in London another 24 hours , They are as impatient as fire horses that have 
heard the bell and can ' t get hitched to the wagon. 

* * * 
LONDO:N.,.BOURNEM:OUTH, 11TOVE!:'IBEq 4, 1942--Unable to stand the inactivity after so 

many hectic weeks and ti r ed of waiting in his flat , the General goes to Norfolk 
house to ~o through the incoming and outgoing cables and confer with General 
Smith who is remaining in London to imgrate cables and take care of rear echelon 
matters . The convoys are still proceeding without incident . Everything , except 
the weather at Gibraltar , is good . 

In mid-afternoon , a Gibraltar weather report comes in and indications are 
that the takeoff can be ma.de tomorrmr morning . The special train is to leave 
Addison Road station at 9 :00 PM. General Clark confers again with General 'Risen
hower . There has been no word on whether or not the submarine has · succeeded im 
gettin Giraud out of Southern France , The convoys are still undetected . 

--
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The sarne scene as two ;:iights ago in r pcated at Addiso:i Roa station . The 
quiet checkin.; in of officers by tte ..,tation guards ••• the flicl-'-erin 0 , y-allor. 
la:ips beside the blacked-out coaches •.• the officers seated in the cl:b car . At 
9 :09 Pi , the special train pulls o·,.1t a 6ain for Bourne.:1outh . Ag1;..i!l., J.inner is 
served aboard . Everyone retires early since a takeoff "ltlSt come today if the 
pro ...-Jer i:reparations are to be made at Cibral tar , The F ... ying Fortresses '\':ill take 
off if there is the slightest hope of getting through . The train is n aring 
Bourneoouth at midnieht . 

ENROUTE TO GIBRALTAR BY FLYING FORTl.ESS, 1IOV..,. J3?R 5 , 1942--Everyone aboard 
the special train is a-:-;akened at 4 : 15 :: : • .:':.ft r breakfa.,, t , the baggaee is taken 
off and loaded into trucks anr· cars at t':ie Bourner.1outh Sou.th station . The take-off 
is scheduled for davm. It is raining steadily and is quite col1 . Hardl;r a eood 
morninz for the huge !)lanes to get off the R. A.F. :::.irdro::ie at Hurn , eight miles 
from Bournemouth . The cars and trucks GTope dorm the mudd~ roads in a1 ebony 
night . 

'"hen the lon~ convoy crrives at H~rn , tha ~otors of the six Fortresses are 
already turninf; over . 'l'he cars C.."l.d trucks are numbered and they drive to the 
J..,lanes ":i th corrPS.._Joncing numbers . /}eneral Clar'' and his party are ridin 6 in 
plan.e number 2--the Boomerang IT , +he same sh.;.p that +ook General Le"'.'.nitzer to 
Cibra2.tar a..d return for th: fc..:-i'"'d 'forth !_fr ica:1 +ri:, 'l'J.ie p::..lot 5..::; Captain '".,..,. 
Connors . ':'lL baggage i~ sto=ed a'board quickly but ::.. t L .,omet.:. _..t) be.'..'oru th.J 
tak,)off . mh':l oth:r ::'i"li ,a planes .i.n the Cibraltar bou.'1d gro1..p are disp€rt::ed around 
th:: 1:)lack a..."l.d ro. ·--1.rfi-ld . ,~l ,_ +,hat can be :::een of th'3:J is the.i.r glo .. ,.in.z exhaus+ .... 
Th0 party in G~n--ru.l Clark 1 .., pt..rt:r board the Boomeran 0 , RidL.:i_, in th~ raJio com
part 1<>nt are General Clar~ , C lone ls Gale and Turner (a::..r fore ) • T • .:. ~ ·tenc..nt 
BeardFood and Ctaff 2ergea.'1t Cnc.ney ride in the ship 1 .., ,10s , · i th tile, bombardier 
and navigator . 

The plane beurin
0 

the De1-c1.t:· r'o;-i;:ander-:,;n-Cr.:;_c:: takes off from Hurn at 
A:'21 L ·, three m.i.nute::: aft<>r t½.e 11F •d r.reml,_n 11 \ .ich is car ... ~yi.1; General :isen-
ho· er . In ::ivent of accident , thi;, purconnel ha~ teen distrib•1ted in the s~-"- planes 
so no key :::ien are in the SE..."!le >'ortre::.s . It i~ rainin::; hccrd; U,e c~ilint:; : ., 1..hout 
208 feet . The Boomeran; ro....rs own the tarmac , takes off ea&i"J , circles the 
field once antl at 8:26 cro!.)S9s the southern ~ol...~t of "':n~la:nJ, t ... ~.1.... eads v12st 
out ;,ast lanr'is end . It c0!1tinues to rain for two hm..'.r..... '"' _. c .; Lins is so lo\'; 
that Con 1or::: l:eeps the :Jl&_'1.e bdween 200 :..nd 500 feet . ~ i::: also ...,revents the 
plane I s moto-s bein~ p.i.cl:::ed ;_;_p by the radio detectors in Occupied France . i.t 
a.bout 10 : 30 :-.•~ the ceilin;:; lifts :::.nd. c.boat t.~o 'lliles to the ri,.,ht c.nother Port
re:::::: is si;:;ht9d . ':'he noolleran;; th9n hea i." ::,o,:th , • .1!'-~j.ng <--long smoothly -until 
the coast of Spain is sighted at 11 : 18 :. •. 7\,. Fortress crosses scores of small 
fis► :.;.n; boat::: and tiny 3~c.nish end Port 11::;-1n~~ frs~ghter:::. Except when crossin& 
bay::. , t1:le Fortre:::::: rcmins tv:o to three miles off th9 .cpani:::h alld Portu[;U-a..,e 
coa"'ts . About 2 : 00-P'· , -:.lo other Fortre:::ses l..rC ::.::.0 h ...... _~, flyir.1.; t·-o r:iilP::: to 
the cast, The Poo:-:~2·a .. _0 ls cr:.1:Lsin'-' along stew:iil;· at lf;0-160 miles an hour. It 
ic rrakin[; good tj 1

;:. , b ~ ing aided b:;r a tail\. ind. 

General Clark ' s • 7 £.n':l I.J6.:::::es throu.c:l. the Btrc..:.t:: of r.i':;raltc.r at 11 :10 n, 

follo.:.:.n:: on the t&..:.l of u.- t·, o othGr Fortrc:::se::.. Non" of OT ccn'!OJS b.a:., 
been sigh".:.ed dur:~n"' the tr::..1 , wince i-C r&.n close to ths co· :-:t of ":Jropc . !t 
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SECRET· 
.1.: ::''J m~, the :S oI!lE:ran<., begin::; circling th':l Rock of Gibraltar . The :::hip c& 11::. in 
to t'1e r'frr1:.ltar air _..,ort ar.C: _;_~ tel:- that it vill r!:a.ke the m.:mbrr tlir6c la::::;lng . 
There ar'"' f.: ve plar..es in the b.ir , -; ncludinc Br:::L:i sh fichters that fl;y 1~ to 
loo'.:. "S ;:ysr . l"c a.re just ;·re .&rir:.

0 
to st;.:..rt ln for i_h) l:.ir.dini · htn t .. 1 o.t:'~'.!:'

at:...,. ,~ officer \'W-n::. all plane::: that a ":i'ello .. &lertn i., on ~nd tht..t all alr-
craf· ' :::t remain aloft . 

Inside the Poor:1cran 0 , 1:.. horn :::ound.: and all ci1-Jnncr::: lee.~ their n.c.chir.c 
~~n..>. T!i.e:r take 6..:tn ::.. t[_t..:..01 ... '""' ~.1 cas c1!,s ..,.,_:, a::.rcra:t appec.1:·. Soon the vir ~2 
fill ed rrith fie;hter plc.nes , S; itfir ,s , l-J'urricane::: and the clo\i 2-nd 110 1., a.ir
crc..ft ca.rr:i.Fr biplane::; . ri,hc.--o')o~erw.. 0 circles th<J Rock . The hc.::-bor _;_~ f.:..lled 
·--i th a 11 k::..nd::: of ship:::--nava.l , r'e~chant and sea.rlanes . There h . a trt:: endou::: 
concentration , a :'rime bombin~ ob j ~ctive . !.Lo , f\:.bral-:,~r ain,ort i:: crammed nith 
&irplanew , al 110:::t , .:...'o to Tiing . f'e:.1e:r-c.l Clar; . 1 s :: la..'1e circles for ovEr c.n hour 
before +.J:,e t..lert P:1d::. ':':ien it is t_;_v ~n clear ... ncc to hm·· . Con;. or::: noses the 
plane c.o-.;r. .. a..,t tbe ... ost publicized .:.'~ce of the f a.'!lous 11Rock . 11 The -::.r ~ort .:..r 
short anc1. e:.tends out into the bc.y behind Gibraltar . On hi::: fir:::;t +r~", Coru ors 
believes he i::: couine do7m tc f&r c~m:n tl e r"'m.&y so he rul .... s the 1i 7 z.ne i...~'.J fron 
20 feet uid I e circli:, the Roel again . 'T'he scconc: l andine is made at c;: ::" P' . 

C'eneral Cl&rk +akes a car L ... ,;;,(intely to Government Fouse . General "'iscn-
ho' .. er Is plane has 1::.lre;;.cy land"'J. • .Soon al:. the plane::; bu.t one are in . '!'he si:.th 
For+::-ess hat.: to turn bac:~ be c ~use of motor trouble . It contains, aTJong other;:, , 
G-enera::. Lemnizter ant.' "eneral Doolittle . It ril::. continue to r.ibralt&r ·1-0 Jorrc·.1 
if the ; ea ther is GOOd. r-Pneral ''acon - '~acFar l~ne , ~overnor of Gibraltar , , alcome::: 
General Clark at Gov~rn:-.1ent House , After t a , the high-ranking officers and 
Genen.l '1acFa:•lane confer. C'ne ~terestir.f:> cc.ble has come in froD nr,.hy . It 
f ollous : 

11General Juin, French :forth l..fr .:.ca:1 commandPr , asked me to call last eveniq; . 
In order to remain in clo::.er li~ison .-.hich he f&lt ";;;.s neces&c:.ry, h"' decignuted 
for that r--u·poso tv;o of f ic"rs of his staff . Cr .. c-. of hi..: convcrs&.tion \,b._ tha:.. 
>''hilP. he hopes a.Dy rOi, ocation wil::. coTJe from the Germans at '.:hich time he r ou l d 
ask for :~erican r..id , he has crclers to defend Frc1-ch Lfr:.._ca at all cost,._, so that 
v:e should not ,.:iake the 12istake of uttacking b0ca1..se he \ ould. have to give orders 
to oppo:::e 'J.S . T mentioned thc.t ·t::1..Ls did not ..,ee!!l 10 0 .:..cal since Ger .. ,.:., occJ.pios 
mo:::.t of France but thr..t ·;:e would e.~pect I're1sch ir.vita.tion lf ·.w ever ca. 1e here 
i::i force . Juin said he discussed eventua:. Ame~ican aid ···lth Ad::iiral l'arl sn who 
ad mitted "his desire e:·pre:::sed to Ldmiral Leahy in 19.<1.l for the :r . S . to tall:k to 
him when we are able to provide l arge scale assistance but that he hac. no com.:..t
cents to ::ia:, at this tL." . 

11J 11in 1 s rr-2, Col. Chre·tien , C[.lled this ,norning confirming his supe r ior ' s 
conversation ancl sb.iJ they would. be glad to r eceive a competent hie;h rankin 0 

army officer to discuss technical m.atte rs r lative to Fr&nco-A.~erican military 
co,ieration ~hich ne:::sage T pror.rised to convey . 

"Alt-hou.zh not lo okin e for immediate in tervention botl Juin and Chretien 
exrressed concern ov, r A.xi::: pl.e.ns for thls area and tl .e~ did not indicate im
mediate anxiety concernin[; our own plans. 11 

None of the gene ral s is r;orried about Juin 1 s attitude . -.ith Girc.ud and Last 
in the picture , Juin can be taken care of by them. }.s East • romis d General Clark , 
11J uin ? Pfft--T take care of hi~ j ust like that . 11 

ECRET.. 
I ~ . Ir\ 

... . 
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After dinner at Gover!lr.lent House, \':here he is staying , General Clark 

goes to his Gibraltar office . It is located right under the Rock and i s 
reached , after getting by two guards , bJr a 500 yard tunnel bored straight 
into the Rock from the naval yard side. The offices have been he'l'm from the 
Rock itse1£ . Spanish workmen are still clearing away the rubble and they pre
sent a security problem . Generals Eisenho~e r and Clark share the same office . 
Space is at a premiw.1, as many as seven high ranking officers being in the 
same 9 by 10 room. 

At 10 : 00 P'I Allied Force headquarters on Gibralt ,ar_,is opened . r1ashin 6ton 
and London have been informed . V'hat a command post ! Under 500 feet of solid 1 

rock , reachable only by a long lighted tunnel . 

3efore midnight the first TORCH convoy , heading far inside the ;Jedi ter
ranean for the Algiers assault , is passing through- the blackness of the Straits. 
The North African attack is almost r eady to start ! General Clark goes back to 
Government House shortly befo r e 11 Pl\l. 

* * 
GIBRALTAR, NOVEMBER 6 , 1942--At da,m , part of the British navy has slipped 

out of the Gibraltar harbor. Several warships , including two of the four air
craft carriers , have gone to join the first convoy that snealced through into 
the i.iedi terranea.n . 

General Clark eoes to his office under the Rock at 8 :45 PJ.~ and immediately 
holds a l ong conference with General Eisenho'\Yer. The Commander and Deputy 
Co!ll..c~der are concerned chiefly with the Giraud problem. Nothing has been heard 
yet from the submarine as to whether the French General has been evacuated from 
Southern France . The new headquarters , despite its cramped quarters , is funct
ioning smoothly . The r abbit-warren offices along the twisting halls cut, through 
snlid rock are swarming with officers and men. Cables are coming and going . Of 
immedd'.ate concern is communications so General Matej ka is called in to outline 
plans for transmitting messages not only from Gibraltar to London ~here they 
will be sped along to rashington , but also headquarters communi9ations with the 
three task forces . Later , Admiral Cunningham has a long conference with the two 
generals leadin g the North African effort . 

At 11 :00 AM, General Cl ark goes to Government House for a general conference , 
It is held in a sitting room overlooking a palm-tree filled yard . General Eisen
hower presides . In addition the confe r ees inc~ude Admiral Cunningham, General 
Uason '1acFarlane , .Air '~arshal f'elsh , .t_dmiral Bieri , General .Anderson , Brigadier 
Mockler-Ferryman , Com'"'lodore Dick and Colonel Slocum . 

The first sub j ect that is brought up is , as General Eisenhower puts it , 
"the confusion of ideas on treatment of the Spanish . " The fear is that the French 
will attempt to take Spanish Morocco and sque eze the Am,Hican forces into helping 
them by antagonizing the Spanish . Giraud and Hast must have it mace plain that 
any move against the Spanish will not be countenanced, ~ashington also recom ends 
a policy of bluff toward the Spanish to keep the m in line but TORCH leaders 
believe this is unwise . General Eisenho, .. er is willing to "buy the Spanish off 
if necessary . 

-~-·--~-~-~--
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The second problem is the handling or Giraud . It will be impossible to 
contact the pick-up submarine before tonight . The problem is how to get Giraud 
to Africa before D-day . General Eisenhower sug 6ests that a flying boat pick 
up the Frenc h general and fly him to Algiers . The plane would have the French 
tri-c clor painted on it and would be "a gift to Giraud . " An amphibious plane 

'75 

is not available so it appears a seaplane will have to pick up Giraud, fly him 
to Gibraltar . He would then be t r ansferred to a land plane , also painted with 
the French flag , and flovm to Algiers . Not wanting to confer with Giraud because 
he fears a conference on "conditions and rules , " General Eisenhower will pr etend 
he is stil l in London. General Mason- Macfarlane will meet him at the airport , 
hand him a letter from General Eisenhower and then speed him on to Algiers . 
General Clark sugeests that a French plane might be flown from North Africa to 
Gibra l tar to take Giraud to ,Algiers . Says General Eisenhower : "That ' s a good 
idea . I hadn ' t tho ught of that !" 

Then comes discussion of what if Giraud should balk on paving the way for 
the American landing either after he boards the submarin e or after he reaches J 
Gibraltar . Admiral Cunningham laughs : "He' s thrown his coat over the fence . He 
will do what he ' s to l d ." An attempt is going to be made tonight to get in touc 
with Giraud . He will be asked to outline his order to the French North t.frican. 
It wi l l be expanded her e . If Giraud isn ' t r eached , the order will be fut out 
under his name anyway. "There ' s not much Gir aud can do but go along with us ," 
comments General Clark . In event the sea is rough and the seaplane can ' t land , 
Giraud will come to Gibraltar by sub then be flovm to Algiers , arriving about 
D plus one ~ ne:tt Monday. The delay in his arrival wil1. be ci rcumvented by dis
patch of a message to the French North Afr icans from him, or alleged l y from 
h~ . . 

• 
One bit of disconcerting news comes in today . The swells in the Casablanca 

area are reac hing a msnthly peak . On Sunday , the day of attack , they will be 
f rom eight to ten feet high - -too severe for small boat landin gs . For ecasts show 
that the fi r st day that a landing can be made will be November 12 ! A decision 
on what to do with the Western Task Force probably wi ~l hltve to be made. Regard
ing this area, a group of French officers has ap~roach ed American consular 
officials and indicated they are "ready to coni'er . 11 TORCH plann ers are a bit 
wary . They are convinced the Casablanca force pr obably won' t play along but that 
the French at the Mediterranean ports will . It ap ears certain the French navy 
and coastal batteries wil: resist . Admiral Cunningham reports that the British 
Navy is set to crush this opposition in the lfoditerranean . General Clark comments 
that the French navy will soon realize that "it has no place to go but out and 
no place in North Africa to return to once the battle starts. " Neutralization 
of the coastal batteries --ill have a priority status . If necessary , the navy 
wiL bombard them . 

The submarine situation is still "extraordinarily good" rep rrts Admiral 
Cunningham but K''Ji'2 · is now being shadowed and th e phenominal luck of not a ship 
lost might not hold. 

Shift of the Al.i.ied command headquarters to Algiers is brought up . General 
Eisenhower announces that General Clark will go in as soon as pos sible "because 
I must have someone who can act for me without having to conf er with ~e or get 
my opinions ••• This shows the extraordinary importance of having a deputy. I ' ve 
j us t had to have him . 11 General Clark probably will fly to Oran first to find out 
£irs£fuand the shape of American paratroops so he can report at Algiers , later in 



( 
the day whether the par at roopers are ready to move forward . General Eisenhower 
wi ll remain at Gibraltar "f or some days 11 since it will be the point to which 
all commanders will r eport . 

General Ander son then brings up the question of moving anti-air craft 
equipment to Algi ers and Bize r te . The British equipment that was to have been 
fl ovm up is not r eady . General Clark says that about 24 50 caliber machine 
guns can be se nt up f rom Oran . Anderson , who r eports that the Germans have rut 
more bomber s on Sar dinia re cently , l ooks r elieved . late r, he becomes embroiled 
with Admiral Cunningham concerning the speJd of his movement e&stward to Bone 
and Algiers . Cunningham says he doesn ' t think it is going to be too difficult 
"since I ' ll give you a hand f rom the sea at Bone if you need it . 11 

So that the commander s of the task forces may have full comprehension of 
the scope of pol itical deve l opments regardi ng Gir aud and Mast , a pouch is to 
be delivered on shi1board tonight to General Fredendall as his convoy gets 
through the Straits . The same material will be radioed in code to Generals Ryder 
and Patton . 

The Co!lli~ander- in-Chief ' s conference is to be held daily at Government House . 
It is to be patte r ned after the Norfolk house tri-week .. y conference at which 
gener al problems will be discussed . Upon his return to the office in the RBck, 
General Clark confers with Air l<!ar sha l 7!elsh concernint; his air movement to 
Al giers . The general would l ike to move up on D-day and wants to be pre.ared to 
do so , taking a small staff with him . r.elsh believes it will be impossible . There 
will be tv.o Flying For tresses and ~i r !,1arshall -:''elsh says that the British are 
furnishing two Hudson bombers to transport up the staffs of Wels and General 
And~r son . The four planes , ossibly augmented by a f lying boat , will have a 
cov.er of fighte r planes . 

The si::th Flying Fortress , ".7hich failed to r:w.kc the fliGht from :::n.:;land 
yest9rdaJ , arrives lat3 this afternoon . It he.d q'.1::.te a flight . Thirty .nile., 
off the northwest corner of Spain it ·-:as attacked by three German J-188s . ~ch 
of the pla..ries, apparently at the end of a patrol and rannin& short of gas , 
attacks the big plane once . The co- ilot is shot in the shoulder . Another machine 
gun bullet goes through the glassed-in nose , narrowly missing Mr. '1a.ck. The third 
shot is through the tail . The plane , among others , included Generals Le.mitzer 
and Doolittle . The reason it didn ' t get a»ay yesterday was that its hydraulic 
braking system failed . 

The following cable is sent to the Combined Chiefs of Staff in Washington , 
summarizing the day ' s wor k : 

"To date plan has developed acco r ding to schedule . Principal preoccupation of 
moment is detai l ed plan for transporting Kingpin (Giraud) to Africa in time for him 
to assume French leadership in advance f H- hour and issue proclamation tending to 
r educe probability of ijeneral resistance . Assuming that Kingpin is now aboard 
submarine , am planning tentatively to transfer him to seaplane on Saturday with 
later transfer to land plane at Gibr~ltar which will take him to Algiers or some 
other spot of his selection . In view of tremendous value of minutes and in order 
to prevent interminable conferences here revolvin 6 around inconse~uential details 
I an VTiting letter to Kin;pin which ~ill be delivered to him here by General 
Clark . Letter purports to co~e fro~ London where I am preslli!led to be held by bad 
weather . The letter nerely reiterates Presidential promises and urGes irrL~ediate 

f~r;~;~:~:~:~I. " \ 
j~!1t[/i:if ·,. . : 
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departure of Kingpin to North Africa ,:ri th aid of Americans . Letter has concur
rence of senior British and American assistants . Plan is necessarily dependent 
upon good weather and u_on concurrence of Kin~pin when he has been contacted. 

11Today I was shown information by Governor of Gibraltar which bears directly 
upon attitude of Spain , and particularly c'·ncern of that country as to any foreien 
intervention in French '1orocco. At ·1y request he undertook to see that this mes
sage 1.as transmitted to co-:ibined chie:'s of staff . 

W''eather today generally favorable throughout region exce t that sv:ells on 
western coast continue to b~ difficu l t . However, we have received some intimation 
that we will be v:elcomed in sraall ports , excluding Casablanca and LyauteJ, and 
may expect so~e assista.~ce fro~ individual French officers and units in cutting 
off and sur ounding main orts . 

11For the next few days consider it of vS¾tal importance that channels of 
sisnal cormnunication between London and this headquarters work at maximum 
effectiveness • • • (~e might need) instant communication ••• 

"I intend sending Clark by ai r with a very small nucleus staff to Oran and 
then to Algiers on D-day if possible so that urgent operational decisions may 
be given on the ground and thus I hope to avo d any delay in prosecuting the 
advance eastwards . " 

"'lord is received late today that the French have 11d<>finite information • •• 
that two heavily laden escorted large convo ~rs have left Gibraltar ." The second 
convoy sneaks through the Straits tonight . Still no enemy action against any of 

. the convoys t 

Attempts are made tonight to coillllltL~icate with Captain ~right 1s submarine but 
there is only silence . Ap1arently General Giraud· has not yet been taken aboard . 
That , however , does not account for the sub ' s silence since it surfaces at night . 
Removal of Giraud is the only detail of TORCH that is not going according to 
plan . And, at this cruci al hour , when political considerations are paramount , 
Giraud 1s cooperation is of great importance . 

This is the text of the proposed te s t of Giraud ' s message to the French in 
North Africa: 

110fficers , ..:non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the Army of Africa : 
For 2 years you have scrupulously applied the conditions of the arnistice not 
withstanding the r epeated violations co:msitted by our adversaries . 

"Today Germany and Italy wish to occupy North Africa . America anticipates 
them and assures you of its loyal and disinterested suprort . We are prohibited 
fr om neglectitlg this unhoped for opportunity of recovery . 

"I reswne my place of combat among you . 
"I ask your confidence and you have mine . "le have only one devotion--France , 

one aim--victory. Remember that the Army of Africa holds in its hands the destiny 
of France . " 

Whether it will be dispatched depends on developments in the movement of 
Giraud . 

When TORCH opens it is likely that certain sources will maintain that open
ing of the North African front does not solve the problem of helping Russia ; that 
it does not constitute the promised Second Front . Along this line , reports c•me in 
that the Germans have moved 70 planes fro~ the Russian front , including 10 from 

:~!~~~d~i~~l;~om Norway and 30 from the ,,ca,Ef~~;~~~.~rn Front . They are being 

* --,t.)f'i!:;~~~~~~ * 



GIBRALTAR, NOVENJBER1 7, 1942- - 0ne of our combat-±oadea~vessels--the Thomas 
Stone , yarrying a combat team plus some field artillery units--has been torpedoed 
about 500 miles east of Gibral tar l The vessel , taking 1590 men and 520 cfficers 
to Algiers for the H-hour assault , has had her propeller and steering gear torn 
away. She is badly cripped and the troops wil l be unable to j oin in the assault . 
Since they will lie helpless until tugs can arrive , she wil~ be at the mercy of 
enemy bombers and submarines . Vessels are or dered to her assistance but the 
remainder of the convoy must continue on . Her f ate is uncertain . 

Lose of the combat team is serious but it will not affect the decision to 
attack as scheduled . General Clark impatiently awaits further reports on damage 
to the Thomas Stone . 

The second disquieting piece of news of the day before the attack is that 
no word has been received from the P-219 . '.nhat has hap1;ened to the · submarine 
and whether or not Giraud has been successfully embarked from Unoccupied France 
is unknomi . 

These are the two major developments as the day starts . •~ore naval vessels 
are missing from Gibraltar harbor when dawn comes. They have 'joined .the second 
convoy that passed through the Straits l ast night . Gibraltar airdrome is literal 
ly bul ging with planes . The only open space is the runway. 

The Giraud and torpedoe d ship deve l opments occupy General Clark during the 
early morning . Then, at 11 o ' clo ck he goes to Government House for the Com.1iander 
in-Chief1s conference . The same two prob l ems occupy most of the discussion . General 
Eisenhower points out that to r pedoeing of the Thomas Stone has meant the loss of 
landing craft , as well as the use of the combat team , 

.Another attempt to cont ac t the submarine scheduled to pick up Giraud is to 
be made this afternoon at 2 o ' clock . V:hether a message is received wi l l determine 
what action is to be taken regarding Giraud ' s proclamation to the ~forth African 
French. If Giraud doesn ' t show up , the responsibility of French cooperation will 
rest on 'Jast . Discussion centers on whether ':last should say he is acting in the 
name of Giraud . This is discarded as a poor idea since , if Giraud is still in 
France , he will probably be executed as a traitor . General Clark tells the group 
that Mast promised he would "act on his mm" if anything slipped concerning 
Giraud ' s arrival . Some of the high-ranking officers doubt if , in view of develop
ments , :.last will be willin g to carrJ through . Says Admiral Cunningham: "He must . 
He' s gone too far to draw back . 11 If Giraud gets out , General Eisenhower says that 
a cable can be sent to '1ast instructing him that "Giraud requests you to say and 
do as follov:"s . 11 General Eisenhower believes if the operation eoes off successfully 
without Giraud , he ' ll be chafing at the bit to get over and into the show and 
he ' ll be easier to handle than tho~h ho was in on TORCH at H-h our . r.eneral Clark 
says he v:ill await the hoped-f or 2 Pr! contact with the submarine before cabling 
'furphy how to proceed v;ith .fast . 

The question of com"!unicating with the three Task Forces prior to H-hour is 
brought up , General "G;isenhower wants to check with them but Admiral Cunningham 
says any com.nmication will be caught by detectors "and their positions wilJ. 
become known. 11 Instructions are that the Task Forces are to inform headquarters 
by 3: 50 P'! if anything has gone askew and they can ' t proceed with their tasks. 
If anything has happened that headquarters knows of that vill delay the attack , 

this is to be comnrunicated to ;,•fEt;::,:\:;: by 4 : 30 l"I . No news will be good 
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( news . Whethe r or not the paratroops are to take off fro m England for the Oran 
lan ding must be indicated this afternoon . If they are to land at H-h our , they 
I!Iast take off around 5 : 30 PT1; if th ey are to go in at davm, they VTill take off 
about 10 : 30 or 11 PM. 

One cr ui ser with the Algiers forc e is now heading eastward as fast as 
possible . Late today it is to send out a message in which it will report itself 
as a Fr ench f r ei ghte r . The r e ort will be that it has sighted heavy Al lied 
forc es . In this way, it is hoped to divert Axis air and naval units to the east 
end of the Mediterranean . 

General Anderson tells th e co~£eren ce that 11e feels he must get to Al giers 
as soon as possible so h~ can "sens e the possibilities of making a quick move 
to Bone . General Clark point s out that he has made all arrangements for Anderson , 
Air Marshal \'!el sh and himself , and their smal.L staf fs , to l eave here by plane 
at noon tomorrow if Algie r s is secured . 11The entire plan wil: be work ed out by 
this aft ern oon, 11 says General Clark . 

Bri gadier "ocklcr -F errynan reports that intelligence data. indicates tho 
Fr ench 11don 1t know y-et what is going to hap en . 11 The ships in the 'lediterranean 
have been inte rpr eted as 1falta conv0;i-s. Admiral Cunningham sa!-s later r eports 
ar e tha t the French and the Axis believe the ships are going to attack Sicily 
or the Italian mainland . General Eisenhower says he is surpr ised that there have 
been no bo!:lbin6 raids on ribraltar because of the concentration of Ghip_ing and 
aircr&.i't . The air o:'ficers explain it is beca11 se of Gibr altar 1 "' e~~tr e:ie range from 
.P.xis bases . The final rep rr t is that the French navy ap:_..,arently is not alc.r.ned 
and is makin~ no unusual moves. General Sisenho~er closes the conference, to meet 
a gain tomorrow Hif there is time , 11 by repor'ting on the Allied attack in the 
'a ddle Eas_t. It is going sp l endid l y . General Alexander is advancing , has captured 
20 , 000 Ji.xis prisoners and 350 tanks. The advance is going even better than ex ected . 

Returning to his of fice m1der the Rock of Gibraltar , rene:-al Cl'rk finds 
a cable fro.11 the :f'.Taval Co "'lander of the 3::..stern Task Forc e . It says : 11If I an 
to carry any success in o eratirn TORCH, r.iust leave TJ, .s.s. Thomae Stone in 37 
north 0001 .rest at 1200/2. Am zivin:; her anti-sub!n arin° :rrotection only . Ship is 
in no r'!anger . of sinking . Request im"ediate instructions . 11 The staff is elated . 
The troops , unless they are bombed, should be sa±'e . The Naval Co.r.ander is to l d 
to proceed . 

Lt 2 : 25 P'.: a baffEng messa~e is r eceived from Capt~':lt 1 s submarine . 
It says : 11Task .;one . Radio failing . " It is believed that the confusion results 
fr om garbled transmission of th e 11g;" that it should read : 11Task done ••• 11 If so , 
that means C'iraud is aboard the P-219 ! There is nothing to do but Y!ait and hoe 
that that assun tion is correct . In less than an hour another ~essa~e is receivP • 
Giraud has been pi cked up fro:11 the sub:'""a!'.:..ne by a fl:rirr.; boat . He is proc e"'dinG 
to C itr&..ltar ! There "1":il.1 be no r:ay in vhi ch he can r ef. ch Afr: ca toni;:;ht so General:: 
Clar k and Eisenl10' er will confer Tiith r.i:::i in their tunnel office and try and con
vince him to issue a statement r;hich will be sent to London for broadcast to North 
Africa . 

General C'iraud , a tall , unshaven , hol lor.-checked l!lan in civilian clothes , 
arrives at headquar+ers at 4 :03 p-· end ::..s taken irn'!lediately to the office th&t 
the Com.'Jand cr and his D, puty share . Captain 1rright , bearded. but grin._in;; , ·i.: vri th 
Giraud . 
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Generals Clark and Eisenho':!er , T.i th Colonel !Iolmec fo r an interpreter , begin 
their conference . The r~d light bulb above their door flashes on , c:u-nifyinG no 
one is to enter . A £,'Uard is placed outside the door . General Clark dashes off fro;;1 
ti.:ie to time to get docur:!ents . !.n u-:;ent cc.blc hc.s 6one to ,...Ta...,hl.r..bton informinu 
the Co:...-:bin<Jd Chisf::, of Ste.ff that the c:.11- im 0rtant conferr:mce is --..~nder-:.c.y. H 
6 :42 P~r another r..escage is sent from the rock-he'. "!l roo ... '-lwr the three 0 encru.l:: 
e.nd th_ interpr"t-r ar" cnnferrir..b . It sayc : "Confer"'nc" ,ith KingpL-1, ""isnn,;:rhc·, er 
and Clark still in pr o,..;ress . ~in 6pin 1.,ill not broc.dcast ::.tatement until after he 
reaches ~rorth !.frica . Details for tra . sporting hir:c ther not ;r0 t completed . " 1"hen
ever Gi=mer"'l Clar 1: co::1cs br::.cfl;; 0 Ol'.t of the of. ice , he shakes his head and ::.-P~ 
his forehead . Long arc-urnent is alco bein;; consu.'Ilcd concerning the comnand relc.t
ionship . 

\ 

Thile the conference is going on the "warning ord 0 r 11 that TORCH is goinG on 
as .,chec.rled is issued at 5 : 21 P'..~! Ho 1-:-orc. has be<>n received fro!!! -Lhe Task Forcrs 
to declare th at a lanciing looks inadvisable . Si:nilo.rly , notr.ing to delay TOPCF ha::, 
cropped ur here . The order rEads : 111'Tarning order . f!- hol'.l' conf irr.ied November 8 . 
For Ea::;t and Center 5100 hour s , G'IT, f or '~est about 0450 hour::: • .1-"..cknor-,ledge. 
Urgent , Fr om Eisenho':7er for !.BFOR. (London) " Orders ref:ardin 6 t elease of the f irst 
TORCB corrll:n.miq_ue come out . The com:.nmique will be relea::;ed in .,..,.asl.ington at 9- P::, 
Eastern 'l"'ar Time . The instructions continue : "Relec>.se cor.1.:!uni~ue m.1.mber one in 
London and begin TORCH broac:casts in accordance ,;ith (im:tructions) . Acknm_rledge . 
Ur~ent . 

'\7ith all three men looking haggard , the conference bet, een Genera.ls Cirau.d , 
Eisenho: er and Clark ends at 7: 00 pr: . It has lasted just over '-.hr·'c h01,:rs ! Giraud , 
who :net General :,Iason- .1acfarlane j ust as the meeting was starting , goes to the 
nove nn o:,;' s house for dinner . CenerLls Clark and Eisenho'l"e r, v,ho have hc..d their 
bed r olls and er~onal kits Javed into their tunnel headquarters so they can 
spend the ni 6ht there , 60 to Vice Admir al Ste1.a.r t-Browne 1 s for a quick dinner . 
B:eadquru;:ters is trP.nend'")'!J.sly busy . The cables are flor.ing in at a terr:.:.fic rate . 

One cab l e that has just co:ne in carries exceptionall,, bood nerrs . The surf 
in the Casablanca area has dropped . The cable oa;rs : "Observations 7 .. ave .iber 
show 'noderate sea , but no definite S"i':ell. 'I'en foot v;aves fro:n east ol:t of Strait 
appear to hr.ve nullified sv.ell. Believe ··ehedia and Fedala (,,.:here ···estern Task 
For ce landings will come) viL have choppy sea with s,,elJ four to six feet hi 6h , 
This condition predicted fro,n 10 P'' 7 ,rovember until 8 :00 .'': .. : 9 Nove:_1ber. Pro
tected area at Fedala should shor· three foot ,1aves ." If this is true , the Patton 
f or ce TI ill be able to go in on schedule' ! 

Following dinner , and the r eason Cenerals Clark and ~isenho-:rer ate r--lse'l7here 
than Govern"llent House v;as because Genera.l ~:acfa.r l ane r an into a 1:1atter of protocol 
on deciding v·hether to seat General Giraud or Gener a l Eisenhower on his right . 
Rather than bring an embal:'rasing moment since relations ~ith Giraud are decidedly 
str a ined after the conference , the two American generals eat elsewhere . Genera l 
Clark returns to the office with General Eisenhower a t 9 : 50 Fi and the confe r ence 
is r esuned . Thines go f rom bad to Vlor se . Gir aud wants top c d . He intimates 
he has been double-c r ossed , tha t he didn 1t knovr TORCH was so imminent . An aide , . 
going brie f ly into the confe r ence c oom he ar s General Clark tell Colonel Holmes to 
inte r pr et the f ollowing to the Fr ench General : nvre would l ike the Honorable Gener al 
to know that the time of his use f ulness to the Ameri cans f or the r esto r ation of 

' the glory that i"IaS once France is NOW. We do not need you after tonight l II That is 
a l l he cat ches before leaving the r oom again . 

l7) 
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The second conference between Giraud and the two American generals last 
another hour and then breaks up . It has not gone well . Giraud , ap.arently , is not 
going to go along . The Frenchman returns to Government House for the night . He 
probably will do a lot of thinking before he goes to sleep . He vdll know that 
tonight French North Africa is being attacked. With developments , a return to 
France for him probably woul d mean trial as a traitor and death. But he still 
f eels that he should have cow.and ; that he should lead an effo r t planned and ex
ecuted by Americans and British . Arparently he is putting his personal ambitions 
and interests above those of the France he professes to want to liberate from the 
Axis . As he leaves , General Clark tells Colonel Holmes to interpret : "If you 
don ' t go along , General Giraud , you 'r e going to be out in the snov, on your ass !" 

The text of the col!ll"Unique being released at 1 J.J! (from no~. on the time in 
this diary will be Gr eenv,rich Time) is as foll01~s : "United States Army, Navy and 
Air Forces started landing operations during the hours of darkness this morning 
at numerous points on the sh◊res of French North Africa . The operation v,as made 
necessary by the increasing A.'Cis menace to this territory. ·teps have been taken 
to give the French people , by radio and leaflets , early information of the land 
ings . There combined operations of United States forces were supported by units 
of the Royal Navy and RAF, and follm,ed by parties of British troops . 

11Lieutenant General Dvl'ight D. Eisenhower of the United States A:rmy is 
Com.,!U:).nder-in-Chief of the Allied Forces. rr 

Reports are coming in from agents in Nor th Africa . The raod bet1',een Bone 
and Bougie has been mined . The S. S. Janine has been "bombed" in the Eastern 
Mediterranean . This is probab.Ly the fake French ship the British cruiser is 
r eporting on to divert the Axis . Or, it could be that the Axis has made a mis 
take , bombing a. French ship that it thought was allied since the attack came 
j ust before dusk . The Eastern Task Force is informed that guides are set to be 
on the beaches . The combat team aboard the torpedoes Thomas Stone was a battalion 
f rom the 39th R.C.T . 

The "tunnel" headquarters is throbbing uith activity as midnight approaches . 
By novr, the assault forces have gone over the sides of their shi sand are moving 
toward the shore in the darkness . General Clark begins to circulate around the 
hall. He explains further what hap.erred with Giraud . The Frenchman wanted to 
assume complete command within 48 hours . General Clark continues: 

"We both told him that he didn ' t have the means to assume the command. I 
told him repeatedly that he had not conttibuted a thing to the initial success 
of the operation yet we were willing to bring him into it . Ike and I batted 
back and forth . I ' d argue with him for some time . And then , weary , I ' d nod to 
Ike and he rd start v.·orking on him . Giraud remained adamant . Ti hat about the pres
tige of Giraud? " the Frenchman nould ask . •V.'hat V',ould the French people think of 
me; what about my family . r I told him it shouldn ' t make much difference whether 
he was governor of North Africa or general of the armies . After all , he made none 
of the preparations . After hours of talking it was obvious that it was useless , 
that we. were getting nowhere . I think Giraud is waiting to see how things come 
out . He' s going to sit tight and if we are successful he ' ll come aro~md in 48 
hours or so and say that he ' ll go into North Africa. He was very solicitous to 
me. He told me he would make me a Deputy Commanderl ~e offered to make him a 
virtual king in North Africa , offered him money to build up his defenses and 
strengthen his army, He demur red , To hell with him 111 

* 



( GIBRALTAR, NOVE'lBER 8 (D-DAy ) , 1942-Th e 39th R.C.T ., its ship torpedoed as 
it proceeded toward Algiers for the assault , has started to shor e--150 miles --i n 
its motor driven landing craft t This is r eport ed shortly after midnight by the 
tugs that went to the Thomas Stone to give it assistance . The decision was made 
by the regim enta l commander. Apparently the American troops were not content to 
sit on the crippled ship . They preferred to go ashore. They won' t lmow exactly 
where they are landing but they ar e going in t General Clark grins at their pluck . 

Generals C4rk and Eisenhower labor perfecting the draft of a cable to the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff in Washington outlining what occured in the conference 
with Giraud . Then , they sit down to listen to a shortwave broadcast of the Pres
ident ' s message on a special radio that has been rigged up in the office of the 
two generals. General Gruenther briefs the four newspapermen attached to head
quarters on last-minute developments . In all probability , no reports wil~ come 
back from the assault forces until about dawn. 

This is the message that Generals Eisenhorrer and Clark eooperati vely draft 
for the Combined Chiefs of Staff in V'ashington : 

"Six hour conf erence between .American Eagle , (Clark) , Kingpin (Giraud) and 
the Allied Commander -in-Chi ef has just terminated . At beginning of conference, 
Kingpin refused to iss ue any statement that could be broadcast tonight either 
fro m here or from London or r.ash in gton. He stated that he has already authorized 
General ~fast to make a statement in his name fro'TI Algiers tomorrow morning some 
hours after the lan ding and that no other word from him was desi rabl e or pecessary . 
He specifically insisted that no radios emanating from either national capital or 
from Allied Headquarters should connect his nar.ie in any v;ay with this operation . 

"At end of conference Kingpin flatly declined to participate in operation 
except as Allied Supreme Com ander in a position in which he v1 ould be completely 
independent to car y out his own strategic and tactical conceptions. :.Ioreover , he 
insi~ted that this position must be given to him at once . He stated categor
ically that by November 10th all forces then ashore must come under his·control 
and that thereafter all forces in North P...frica v,ould have to come under his com
mand upon debarkation . He stated that the present Allied ColilTilander-in-Chief could 
retain control of base and administrative arrangements near the ports and take 
care of arrival of reinforcements , including supplies , but that he (Kingpin) ~ould 
make all decisions respecting the tactical and strategical em loyment of the 
-groops. It was explained to him over and aver again that the Allies hope to turn 
over command of this region to the French at the earliest possible moment and that 
in the meantime every effort would be ~ade to assist him in organizing and equip
ping his forc es . But it was ointed out that until the Allied Force can be well 
established in North Africa , there is no possibili t~r of the two governments dis
rupting the present present cor.r.iand and staff arrangements that have been so 
laboriously developed for the control of large Ground, Air and Naval formations . 
It was further explained that since the plan was already in the process of e::ec
ution there were measures now going for ward , includin; mov'3ment of convoys, the 
lRnding of troops and the assigru:ient of tactical objectives , that could not be 
chan~ed over night without the creation of great confusion and uncertainty . These 
circumstances prevent imr:iediate change in command and staff . In response to 
questions , he was assured that he would be recognized promptly as f!ilitary and 
Civil head of all French aff&irs in North P..f ica and that the Allies would assist 
him in developing.forces that he could employ as he saw fit, even to re-entering 
FrancA from the South and engaging the Germans in battle there . He is obsessed 
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with the idea of moving immediately into France and implied that if he were made 
Commander, he woul d promptly use the enti e Air Force coming into North Africa 
in neutralizing Sardinia and in trans or ting troops into South·,rn France and 
transfer the fighter and bomber units to airfields in Southern France. Both the 
Eagle and I urged him to go along with us · temporarily on the basis previously 
outlined and under all the assurances that the President has made respecting 
French sovereignty and territorial integrity . Vie pointed out that eventual command 
has already been pro;nised him but that as a soldier hew uld realize that the 
establishment of secure bases and development of land and sea com.'l'lUllications would 
require several weeks at least. To all this he was com letely deaf ; nothing matters 
to him except ersonal command and he would not accept any promises of close col
laboration and consulatation in the ordering of tactical and strategical enter
prises . He even indicated that as Commander-in-Chief he could not be responsible 
to the Cornbimit Chi efs of Staff but that it would be my responsibility to deal with 
them, particularly in obtaining necessary reinforcements and su lies f r om the 
Allied govern.ments , after -which he alone would direct their employment-- whether 
in North Africa , in Sardinia , in Sicily or in France. Alt hough it was laboriousl y 
pointed out that the Al lied Com.mander-in- Chief did not possess autho rity to create 
an echelon of comnand that would be superior to hi mself and that any such arrange
ment would have to be previously approved by the two governments , Kingpin stated 
that he could not accept the delay in volved . 

rtKingpin .said that there was no possibility of his guaranteeing non-resistance 
in our at ta cks tonight , and would not make any attem t to do so . He seems to assume 
however, that we will get ashor e and that thereafter he would appear in Algiers 
in the uniforu of a French general and take cora~and. 

nHe v:as told that 'n our view the first great service he could render the 
Allied cause was to insure that we would encounter no o rositi n in landing so 
that al l forces and surplies ~ould be available for use against the com,~on enemy 
rather than against French.~en. It was suggested also thet his neA"t great seruice 
\,ould be the organizing of the Army , Navy and Air Force in North Africa in such 
a way as to make it a formidable fighting machine for assistance in freeing France . 

11During hour I s recess in the conference , I conferred with principal sub- \ 
, ordinates , particularly Cunningham, concerning Kingpin ' s demands . Admiral Cun
ningham labelled them as preposterous and unreasonable in current circu.11stances . 
In my anxiety to keep Kingpin with us , even though it is too late for hDn to assist 
us in the role in which we especially desired him. I conceded every point he made 
except that only I must remain directly responsible to the Combined Chiefs of 
Staff for operation of the Allied Force u..~til different arrangem ents could be made 
with the consent of the two government s. I even went so far as to state that I 
would support his ambition to command the forces here as quickly as he had com
pleted the great Civil.and IAilitary organizational task in North Africa and he 
could place in the field arui organized Frencl1 force of any respectable size. He 
replied that his organizational task would be completed in t wo days repeat two 
days during which time he ,-;ould devote himself to the civil and military popu
lation and local leaders. He would , therefore , assume com.~and at that time as he 
had already planne . I careful 1y explained that his proposal would make me res-

onsible to him on the one hand and on the other- to the two governments , which are 
providing all the resources and dictating the major strategy. He seemed totally 
unable to grasp the point that I could not be res onsible to two entirely separate 
agencies , whose views , respecting im"1ediate and primary objectives in the theater , 
do not remotely agree . 

I 



tr.As a final word , he stated that he 17ould be. a spectator in the affair. He 
would not interfere v;ith our plans or operations but y;ould not take part in them 
and would not authorize the use of his na,'lle in any way in connection there~.ith. 

"This is the way the matter stands and we are proceeding ·.vith the execution 
of plans . 

w.iy i11pression , shared by the Eagle and Cunnini;:;ha:n, is that Kingpin is 
pla.yin,g for time . Knowing that there v.ill be some French resistance and that he 
is deternined not to lay himself open to the charg e of bein:; in any wa,r re.:;pon
sible for the sheddi~ of French blood , he realizes that ho can do nothin.:.; .. ~th 
respect to the la.n.dine ::..tself and cc:ill gain no credit from it , :i- .. 1atter hm: 
successful. Consequently he is choosi. g to '.-:ait to see what hap. <=\nS. His .n,3thod 
of gaining time is to insist u on a point which as a soldier 'le is ,:~ 11 a...-.a.re 
the Allies cannot accept at this 11oment. If ,rn are generally successful tonight 
,1e v;il · not be surpris"'d to find him more concil .,tory toCTorrov: morning since it 
must be obvious to him that in every v;ay we are trying to make hin the bi:; .nan 
in the re/;ion and give hLn a definite personal influence and l eadership in un-• 
ning the war . Incidentally , he categorically denies any knouledge of the ten 
million f~ancs request upon which ~e sent that a'llount to Colonel Schor. . ·~ut 'le 
says that Beaufort is an honest men and TTill spend the money toward fighting 
Germany . 

"Eagle and I are bitterly disa pointed , principally because of the help 
Kin.::;pin could have rend ered excert for his int ense personal ambition and ego and 
because v1e knei7 that the Combined Chief.., of Staff and the ·two governments were 
counting strongly on hi rn for constructive assistance . 

"Latest nev1s that ~re have been able to gather from Uorth '..fri c . indicates 
that v1e ma.7 expect considerable resistance whic)'i , if true , shows that 'last , 
opr,rating in the name of Kingpin , has not been very effectiv e . The Chief of Sta.ff 
of the Oran division has j ust reported , throu 6h ~dy , that thei n plans have been 
discovered and that an intense alert is being conducted ." 

FLASH: 0238 . The Ea stern Task Forcer ports in . Their a::;sault has been 
su ccessful. Landings have been made on the three beaches ! ~l~ the brief ~essage 
says is : 11Tomboy A'RC. 11 

Flash : 0319. The Western Task Force reports that Sidi Fer uch has been 
captured . 

Generals Clark and ~isenho~e r arc e lat ec . ~veryth:~g is goin; fine . 

Flash : 0322 . The Center Task Force reports that landings at t,.o beaches , 
kno'\'/Il. in operations as 11yn and 11Z11, wer e successful , "th e latt er unopposed . 
111:fo news ,,ret frolII X. No firing yet Sea. ~mooth . Condition ideal. 11 

Flash :0332 . Landing 11::-:11 beach successful. Shirs proceedin;; in shore I (From 
Center Task Force) for u.nloading . 11 

One garbled me,.,sage is r eceived from the Oran Force (Center) • It says : 
11La.ndings unop1osed . Broken xx x shooting began . Do not start a fight unless 
you have to xx x • 11 

General Clark is ho ..,,ing in and out of his of,..ice , moving up and dov.n the hall 
l fro o of fice to office . 11"e l l , " he grins , 11she lo oks retty good ! 11 
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The generals , who have alrea dy sent a cable to i'!ashington reporting on the 
fine reports from Mg±ers , send the fol l o~ing cable to ~'ashington regarding Oran : 
"Landings on all three beaches effected -:,ithout o osttion . Ships roceeding 
toward shore to complete unloading . No word yet f ro~ '~estern Task Force which is 
scheduled to begin landing in about five minutes ." 

Com.,1ents General Clark as he waits for the Royal Navy to deliver more bull
etins : "This is kind of like waiting fo r :eeturris ~1tn coL1n; in on electi,,n night ." 
Adrliral Cunningha..~ is the colorful character in the rock-hewn tun~el . He has taken 
of f hi s coat with so much gold braid and so nany decorations . He is wearing a 
white turtle - necked sweater and rubber boots in which his dark navy trousers are 
tucked . 

An air raid alarm sounds at Gibraltar at 4 :52. Soon th e guns start firine 
and the 500 Jard long tunnel is filled i::ith people , so;Je in nightclo.Lhes . It 
is reported that three ene::iy planes are over the peninsula. . The din of the anti
aircraft guns is terrific . The all - clear comes at 5:09 . ~o bombs have been dropped 
on Gibraltar . General fason-~tacfarlane comes to visit the two generals and they 
discuss the Giraud conferences . Then the two generals take off their shoes and 
lie down in the con.ion office on canvas cots . 

At 5:45 , General Fredendall radios that the "landing continues unopposed . 11 

Algiers is silent . There is still nothing f rom the Patton f orce . The generals 
continue to catnap . · 

First contact with the Western Task For ce comes at 556 when Admiral Hewitt , 
com.nanding the nava l effort there , radios tha t the "operation is proceeding on 
schedule . A report comes in on the 39 paratroop planes that left England about 
11 P'A. Two of them have made f orced landings , presumably in Spain . A third one 
is at Gibraltar ai rdrome . The Paris radio makes no mention of the North African 
attack in its early morning broadca st . Later , Vichy announces that Dar lan and Juin 
are directing the Navy and P.rmy. The Vichy radio claims heavy bombardment of 
Oran and Aleiers with attempted landing in Algiers harbor . The French say that 
a l l have been repulsed . It is announced that Petain will reply to President Roose
velt later in the day . At 0642 a radio comes in reporting that the force attacking 
Oran harbor is facing fire . from batteries . TheRoyal Navy reports an 11un1rn.m.n" 
vessel 12 miles av,ay at Oran . The French navy has lain quiet during the night but 
there might be naval fireworks today . There is no word on the paratro ops but six 
Spitfires with American markings were sent up from Gibraltar to escort the jumpers 
into Or~n. 

FLftSH: 0745--Th e J,lgi ers force , under General Ryd r , reports that ' 'aison 
Blanche airport has been captur ed . This ~as a prim e goal . Ryder also reports that 
air reconnaissance also shows that all bridges are i~tact in his area . 

From the Naval c~nter Task Force comes a report at 7: 45 that the Brilliant 
has sunk an enemy vessel (the type was not given) . Still no r eally definite word 
from the l7estern Task Force but Admiral Hewitt ' s message about two hours ago in
dicated the troops were going ashore . General Clar~ , whose code name in Gibraltar 
has be en his first name so he is ca l led "General Mark, " sifts through the hand
written messages that are cascading fa ster and faster over his desk . General 
Fredendall reports that both Ranger l andings in Oran were "unop~osed . 11 However, 
there is 11heavy f ighting fo r Turton hi l l battery . ·.~aracaibos beached but unloading 
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not started yet . Consid erab l e a.position in Bluff (Oran) harbor. Our naval 
insh or e patrols engaged by shore batteries , " All indications are that the heavy 
going is at Oran with General Fredendall 1s Center Task Force facing the heaviest 
opposition . He report s a litt l e lat er that his forces have ca 1 tured Cupton battery . 

The first direct wor d conc ernin g the Western Task Force is r eceived j ust 
before 0800 . It says "Plan A" being carried out . This was one of the three land
ing plans in th e Rabat-Sale r egion . At 0815 the commander of the naval unit at 
Oran reports : "Have intercepted French S . S. Jamaique escaping from Oran . Ahears 
to be fu l l of troops • .Am es cortin g her into Arzeu , 11 Another r epor t comes i n that 
the Oran airport is on fi re ; extent of damage, eithe r to buildings or runways , 
is not known. At 0939 , Genera l Ryder reports in that he is , with :1ast s help , 
moving to captur e Darlan , currently in Algiers , and take the I'renchman "into 
protective custody ." The only wor d from the paratroopers comes via the navy at 
Oran . The paratroopers ' observation pla..ne is circlin~ in the vicinity . 1'\1iat effect 
the airdrome fire Tiill have on the plan to l and in the planes so a quick takeoff 
to the east could be effected is not yet known, 

At 0930 , the Vichy radio announced that Petain , in reply to President 
Rooseve lt ' s message regardine reason for the North Afr ican attack , said : "There 
i s no j ust ificat ion in this attack . V'e will defend the Empire against any aggressor • 
.. That is the ord er I giv e you ... nantain disci pl ine and calm . " 

The crack Britis h battleship Rodney radi os : "Intend to engage ta r get P. 0950 . " 
This means the Rodney is moving up to fir e her 16 inch guns at coastal batteries 
defending Algiers . At 10 :17 , General Fr edendall r eport s that his I1~aracai bos dere 
discharged by 0800 , The X-force i s in contact with the French at Louriiier:-.. 

At 1013 Genera l Eisenhowe r sends the following cable to the Combined Chiefs 
of St aff in V1ashington : 11Am makin g one more effo rt to dra i Kingpin into fold. Rimm 
I intend to r epe at my readiness to r ecogni ze and su port Kingpin as l eader of the 
Fr ench effort to save North Afric a and restore France , to recognize him further 
as the senior Allied officer in the r egio n with all honors due to him in such 
position , to consult him constantly in all st rat egical matters and to cooperate 
wit h him to f ullest extent . Also to do my best to help equip his troops , The only 
point on which I cannot give way is that the Combined Chiefs of Staff are my iw
mediate command supe ri or and that any agreement be t ween him and me must omit the 
stipulations: that he can issue operat ional or ders to me. " 

After dispatch of the cable , Gener als Clark and Eisenhower l eave their tunnel 
headquarters for the fir st time since last evening . They go to Government House 
v1here they will conf er with Gir aud . ·:eanwhile , this message is dispatched to 
General Fredendall at Oran : 

"Clark with small gro..ip will leave Gibraltar by air tomorrov, or as soon there 
after as practicable for Algiers where he nill establish advance J...FHQ. Brief stop 
will be mac'le at Oran for conferencA with you at airport . Acconpanying wili be 
Con ,anding Genera l , British First Army, each with small group staff officers , 
Party wil l travel in three B-17s and 3 Hudsons with fighter escort . Fssential that 
as soon as a suitable airfield in your area is under control you specify its loc
ation and time when landing can be effected . " 

A naval scrap in deve lo ping in the 'lediterranean between British and French 
forces . The British rep -rt heavy damage to three French destroyers while one of 
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the British shi 1')s has a hit in the shellroom , which if f l ooded . The naval commander 
repo r ts he e~pects to get the damage under contro l. 

By mid-morning it appears that everything i s going about as anticipated in 
TORCH. French naval units and navy - manned batteries are resisting and from second
hand info r mation it ap,_,ears that Patton may be havin 6 some trouble on air fields . 
Information f rom the Task Forces is meager but no questions are being asked of 
force commanders because of not wanting to worry them at this stage by demanding 
reports . 'i'Te do knorr that vre are fairly solidly ashore at Algiers and Oran o.nd 
that the ~estern Task Force began as scheduled . At Algiers we had to sink a French 
destroyer attempted to escape and captured a French ship attempting to leanefl 
Oran . 

The Oran airport that is burning is L~arll Senia . General Fredendall reports 
"hangar at L~ai)l Senia hit and burning , numerous aircraft in air and ground 
destroyed ." This is followed by a report stating that light anti-aircraft as well 
as heavy at both La Senia and Tafara 0~erdromes . The prime objective at Oran was 
the taking of~ Tafara . The report continues : 110ur paratroops aircraft observed 
fl ying over Grande Scbkra . About 20 . xx x Others se~n landing at 0800 . ro 
military traffic qbserved on roads nor th south of Grande Sebkra . 

P.t 105 7 General Ryder , at Algiers , is asked to "rush .,i tL1ation report . Pc.re 
dondi tions s1.li table arrival Anderson . 11 r fe,1 seconds later , tho intelligence 
section intercepts two messages f om the French Air Forcr- Si 6nal . The first , 
sent from Safi at 0930 says : 117S !ll!!l and 155 mm have been captured . Aerodrome 
peri:niter hoing defended by three tanks . 11 The gvns ore ot:r caliber . s'..p_.:arently , 
they are .burs . The second '!lessage , se::it at 0952 , 'says : 11'.fa.ison Blanche and B.Lida 
aerodromes have been captured by the enem;y. 11 Looks like the Algiers force is really 
going strong l ,..h- Sr.fi r, 1 •ort ::;:10•;:: t:iat "·"'n-..:r::..l P;...tton ' s i'orce--or c.t lea.st p.:rt 
of 't-h.as land~~ ! 

r. short \"hile later !. '~1irc.l Bem.ett rei.,orts that the French v.a.rship Cc.:::a
bknca "sortied a!'ld attacked o-c.r force . " l"hat happened dl:,rini:, the at tu.cl: i:: not 
cor:t"'lunicated . ':'he folloning r.1essage is received froL, General "R,;dcr: "} '.airal 
Darlan nou .in Algiers . An -~M':lericc.n detachment i' ill report to Flau,ole c·~ast) at 
da·:m or shortly thrreafter . They have been instructed to take Darla.."1 ir..to pro
tective custody ,· . .it'- utmost diplo::m.cy. Req_uest ~•our active cooperG..tion. 11 

It is revealed tod~y that Ceneral Giraud , upon c.i·rival at the tunnel 
head½. .iarters , asked the [;nerican t;Pnen.ls to tr ..ns:.ii t a message for him to .. :a.st. 
T11i::. nas done i:!III'lediatel;j,. In it , he told :Ia:::t he ha~ arrived in Gibraltar and 
aked. him to 11take steps to broadcast my order cf the das for c.11 French :-:or~h 
Africa . 11 After the ill-ctarred conf 0 renc e , the French 6ener 1 ,,as re::ii~dcd tlw. t 
the mes::&cc had been dis.atched six hours previously. Generr 1 ::isenhov.er as 1wd 
him if he ,. anted to recall it . Giraud thei: dictated anothPr nessage to rast : 
"If rroclamation has not yet gone ol'..t do not ~ t,blish it . " flm,ever , this messa.::e 
co-..:1-: not be sent beca'1so +,he receivi!lg station i::-as not on the i:..ir. Lt oroo 
today , two hours after the assa1.,.1t , contact still hadn ' t be established ! Ciral,d ' ::: 
. ,roclP.:::a.ti"n ::mst hs.ve gone thr01.1t,h! 

: rr.port is r,::,ceived that the shiI the Brilliant su."lk v:as the FrRnch escort 
vess 0 ·, , La "urprise . The Eastern J\Taval Task Force sends in the first long report 
since the o1 1eration stc.rted 11 hO\.:rs ago . It reads : "Priendl~• reception at Sidi 
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Fe r ri :ch . I,andings on Lp~ les , Beer , Char lie ( the code na'lles for the thr ee beaches 
',ihere Ryder I s forc,.,s assaulted) sectors . Pro 6r E'::.sin 0 r.i th delaJ . Land~il~ 1ech
anical transports at Beer due to defect in I-ms Ennerdale . T"'eather call:' . Local 
fog . fhipping closP ir.shore at all se:ctors . •:o enemy air at tack ~•9t . CarrLr 
aircraft operatir.:; . P-w-pose not cm.r.,letcd . '!"'.S rrokc.. (destroyer in ;.;pecial harbor 
assau l t) in harbor at 0615 . landed troops , \:.,nco·.mtered resistac1ce , r..o uC1.,ttleJ . 
(mea.l'ling none of the shi s moor ed in Jllgiers harbor \'lere scuttled) . One French 
subr.1arine left harbor dived in bay . Aircraft attacked . No hits . ;!"o bombardrrent 
called for . 0.m casualties : K~S t:alcoL'! boiler hit , can steam 14 lmots closed . 
No enemy mines f01.i...-1d • .'aison Blanche (airport) ca.:,turecl." 

Comnrunication \7ith the Algiers force is good . One radio r eports : "Dana.Ge 
South ~:ati neglibible . Our troops cannot enter •rorth . Can bo mbing support be 
Given on West Mati time required 1300 hours . Confirm . " 

Giraud has come around l He is going to cooperate and go into French :1orth 
Africa ! ! This res~lts from the t~o hour conference Generals Eisenho~er and Clark 
had n-ith hi.n at Government House from 1050 to 1250 . The follov:ing cab l e is dis
patched to '.1u: ... rhy : "After convs>rsations he~e v,ith Kingpin , we are in cor1plete 
ag r eement. Desire that French aircraft previously r equested be sent to Gibraltar 
i"i thout dela; to take him to Algiers . Acvise ti':le of arrival and type of • ,lane . " 
It looks as though General Clark doped it out right . Giraud ~as stall:ng for 
ti,ne to s e hov, successful the attack last night v:as going to be . 

The follo\n.ng situation re~crt has just been received from the East~rn Task 
Force . It is now exactly 12 hours since TOPCH bet;an . 111.Lth Brigade have Fo"l.Jca, 
Kolea and Castiglione . Advanced t r oops on Kolea .,..-Blida road . ' :aison Blanche 
aerodrome captured . 1:atefor battery negotiating truce . No further nei;;s of Beer 
landing . 11 

/ 

The following cable is sent to the Combined Chiefs of Staff in ~ashington re 
garding Gir aud . "Have j ust c oncluded gent l emens agreement vTith Kingpin that is 
entirely acceptable to me and is fully compatible TTith my direct subordination 
to the Combined Chiefs of Staff . The basis of the agre,ment is exact l y what I 
offered Kingp i n throughout the long con:ference of yesterday . I recogn.:.ze him as 
the leader m' the effort to prevent Axis aggression in North Africa , the Commander 
in Chief of all French forces in the region and the governor of the area . As 
Com:iander-in-Chief of the Allied America.'1 British forces I will cooperate r:i th him 
to the fulle..:t possible extent and rill ,;or~c in closest collaboration =ith hi m1 

"No later than t cmor ro\'.r Kingpin will l"'ave for J.~rica to do his ut nost to 
stop a l 1 resistance to ..i.s and to begin organizing the French forces for e;arloyment 
against the -~~is . ~bile there will u..l'ldoubtcdly be future difficulties because of 
personalit;r I an confident that t' i.., agreement represents a great step in adva'1cing 
our interests here a.l'ld a:n truly delight~d that r:e \7ere able to bring it about . 

"Present at the final conference v,ere General Clark , ".dmiral Cunningha.1 , 
r eneral •tacFar lane and the Co:m:iandF>r-in-Chief ." 

FolloVTing n.rc the notes General Clark w.de during th9 successf1.,l C'ir'tud 
conference at Government '-l"o:.1Se: 11'-Tothing to do with Fizhtin:; FrJnch .• ,u,c;;prvsents 
:ian v1110 defends Fr ench ·forth LfrLca •• • Does not ':ant to co::i.':land ia Lib.,ra .. . Set 
up small 'J.S . -Frcn ch-British gener3.l head'-1'..larters ••. =ants lac"' for qu.:.ck victory-
no unity of cor1:1and, but b;r cooperation •.. Set up Ciraud as C-in-C \1 . A. and Gov. 
and Ike as C-in-C A. Force to cone to supr,ort hi';! in his gre·:t effort , 0tc ., ,ill 
'!looperate but not u..Yid'"'r his co:n."land • • ,V-ould not press joint control early--18 
hou~s-8 days , etc - -it 1s pr inciple onlv strivi s for ••. Gom:u..nder of forces in 
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battle should be m.n on ground v,ho ho.s! D'eat6..,t :-1.eans (;;&.1.1eral ::tateCTent), however 
in great battle i'or defense of NL altl 11"111;h T". S. troop.., c.re b1.;.ll:, ,-ould not insist 
on ,, . ~. co:, &.'11, but i'muld wark on basis of coope ation ... 1<ingpin ,-ants to kl.1or: 
ho'n' this cooperat_;_on would be obtained , by ,;;hL.t sta::f procedure •• . ~e ent , small 
battle-one com.!'.nnd; grand bnttle--cooperati'le co r.i.:.1and ••• Lots of brief lies a.head-- ~ 
sa 10 as a half' interest in a i"'ife . Ike uill run out on me and l eave me sleeping I).~' ( 
:7i t 11 this bi;; Fr og .• . 1~1).. in a;;reeraent--:::;ome minor adju1::tments to w.ke- - ::nentioned 6 

h~s siLlilar sct-'p--f.ingpin a..'1d govcrn~nt in Bel 6iu:.1; look at rcwll.ltsl •.• Leader ~O~~~ 
of effort to fr ee Africa and save France . T'le hcl by coope"ation . 11 

At 141 5, General Cla.r': returns to C'ovar:i=1ent House to r est . -Since r.eneral 
Cl:::r1

: gave u~ h..:.s roo!:l to Genaral Gir:mrl , he has ~ o bed. '{e ' s 6oing to trade off 
wit'"l General Eisenhower in using Genera.l Tke ' s bed. "'he 6~nera.l 7,ill take tbe 
ni1:;ht trick in the tun.,el if nothin.., unforseen happens . 'mother review of situation 
goes out to the Co1..tbined Chif'fs of Staff . It d -a.ls r .:..x.rily v,l th the l?.ck of · 
ne,s from the '"':estern Task Force . Only t,.,;o r eports have be '.m r eceived . The latest 
is that the landing at Fedala 17as proceeding v,..:.t'-1 littl~ rc.Gista...'1cc and that bat
teries on Chir1vi Point has been silenced . Tafaraoui airfield , the importa~t base 
near Oran , has j u..,t berm ca: Jtured . Twenty four fritfires are dL .atched , with 
kraerican pilots , for the airdrome . Gibraltar airport is thinning out some··,hat as 
plcnes , piloted for the ~ost part by .t'...nericans , clear out for the three attacked 
areas • The vrea ther is bad , rainy ,;i th a little :: og and a lm'! c e ilin.; . 

The Orc.n force sends in a sparkling report at 1500, Tt reads : "16 CT (combat 
tea~) has reachPd Tc_ 'acta on "Sast and holds Fl:::lr"".S on South, little or:i .... osit.:.on . 
18 CT approaching nt . Clo-:.d . French fightlnr; dela:,ri:::ig action . 26 CT he.::; captured 
.tin-el-Turk • . 4.r_rnored col:!bat com.1a.>1der B has captured and reduced Tc.faraoui itir
field . The cooperation and sc1 ::,ort furnished by Com .odore Troubridge and "Ro;:ral 
~favy has been splendid. The TT. S . . il.rhiy and the Ro:·al :Iavy are going to _ton1 . 11 

At 1642 this report coirre., from the "Sa.stern T'orce : 11Friendly reception Ap. le 
Beer beaches particularly such opposition mostly naval. Part sixth Cornandos 
landed near Admir~lty bJ misto.ke two landing craft destroyed atte~pting to reach 
proper beach . Casualties not knom1 . They are no,: containing Pear . Broka got 
thro·cigh (garb or) boom to dock b1:..t 'la.lcolm r.as sev rely da.:ia 0 ed by coast defenses 
casuL.ltiAs U .s . troops one officer 10 :1en dead . Thirteen seriously i:::ijured . '.':ati 
batteries subjected to naval bombardment . Nord bombed but has not surrendered . 
Pec:.r-:mir-1,rca cont_~nues to resist . Third btn 59 ::neeting resistance at Fort De 
r~eau . Three tanks encountered damaging some of our trucks . Air re orts ne 5ativc 
on da~age to r oads and bridges . Petrol dump at La Chiffa. appears OK. One Vichy 
plane shot dovm. at Elida early but later reception friendly , Blic1.t.. and Yiaison 
Blanch e captured and ready for planes . 11 

The battalion of the 59th that •·.as a.board the torpedoe Thomas Stone and 
whlch decided to try and go 150 miles to shore nnd land as best theJ could , has 
l anded t TheJ ~ere accompanied by one destroyer . The daredevi l combat tea~ bot 
wet and a couple of boats capsized but they ca::ic through to ef~ect a successful 
b_nding sor.:."' dista..vice west of Algiers . There are no details . 

The "'estern Task Force finally makes a fairly cqmplete report. It follo11s: 
11All assault waves succeeded in landing . Safi port and town captured by assault . 
'Ieav-.:r art.:.llery fir"!d from shore batter .I.es against coverning forc 0 particularly 
after caylight . Again , landing forces overcame (the batteries) . Jatterie · Fedala 
silenced . :,aval sortie searchinb fro,.1 2 crt.is ~r& destro:yers and 8/ ' 1 s . ]eavy 
naval engagement still in progress . T-Iostile AA fire has ceased at Fed,.lc •• Al 1 

assault troops ashore at Lyautey • •• 11 
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General Clark returns to hi..:, 1J'f1d,.,.r-tr la-Ilock head 4uarters at 202"i. He has 
slept four hours and pl:1.."'lges tac'c i hto his TTork with zest. :he situation has 
becor.i.e quieter s::.nce dark and fe,:er cables a:;:e co,.1ine in. Lt 2110 LTJcric&.n and 
British ne~spapermen assigned to Allied Force Hea,quarters troop into the eeneral ' s 
office . They are nev;s hungry so General C1ark has a6reed to tell them that the 
advance headqu.arters is moving up to Al 6 iers to:aorrow . Then he 0..-::plains the 
inclusion of [iiraud in the North !c.frican plans and pro,ni;:,es that a cor:uunique 
concerning Gira. 1 1d 1,ill be released tomorro1. • ':aj or Ph.i.lli • .,s the:1 revails on the 
general to tell the story of his Nort.h . ...frican esca]:-ladc via plan-submarine-falbot 
and flyini; boat . F' '.ile the newsmen chuck.le , and General Clar'c la1 .. 1[;}1s too as he 
tells it , the story of the r.:ast conversations is pieced to.;ether . It nill be re
l~ased at a later date , probably soon after the f'ira1.1d story co.Jr--s out . In the 
midst of the press conferencb , Ceneral Chrk ' s phone rings . ;.rter tal 1cing for a 
few moments , he tells the nm:s,ncn the biggest ne,:s of TORCH to datG . 

Algiers has surrenderP.d ! 

'!'his is the text of Generu.l Rycer 1s r.iessage : 11French authorities ceased firin..; 
at conclusion of conference . ¥'e occupied city starting 1900Z 8th . All firing must 
cease our side . r·e ,:ill occupy uL. fortificat.!..ons in h<i.rbor starting dm·m to,.1orro ' . 11 

The nei:s is flashed to the United States and the rest of the rrnrld b;r the 
th ee news ag ncie::,-A? , "'P and nm. The conference ends when Gimeral ·~ason-'.ac
Farlane .ticks his hEad in the door . 

Genera] .. Clark had. asked the Governor of Gibraltar to hc.ve a h"lart-to-hca.rt 
talk with his 6uest--C'eneral Gir0.ud - -tonight after dinner and ':ason- :acFarlane has 
come to report . r.eneral Clark probably will confer in Algiers toL1orro,; with 
Ad.'!L.ral Darlan . 1e wanted to have Cirauc' som1ded out on 1:1hat would be his attitude 
if Darle..n r:nnc brcr~ 0 ht into the picture in excha.~g~ for turning over the FTench 
fleet . lason-::acFarlane sa:,--s that Giraud grudgingly said a place might be found 
for Darlan if such a prize as the fleet could be obtained but that he (Giraud) 
hasn ' t much faith or a great deal of regard for Darla.~ . P.fter this conference , 
Gene,..al Cl.e.rk , who probably ,1ill n.ke off c.bout 0900 tomorrow· for , lsiers, v::.a 

~ Oran, goes back to Government House for the ni~ht. 

r''"'"''RJ ~-. '"'-_";_ er~...,,.., -~v= :i::-F , "'.".--~h ..,.i.t a~ion • ~ de•. r • d sai .:....,f~ c-
tor•: :-- v"' · nt+c .. t' a_ a. .. tici~ c:t ---.1 rs. l'b. C i. ..... r' ; tr'.l e. d .., :· 1 [..~ d 

nen 'le r turrr~ : t 0900 to i::: offic t .1 .... +:. :::.::..!:! ..;:.onJ ::.. • .-::, ric-r of 1 :' r:::,:::t&.r. 
,... (' --est 0 r .. Tes!: Force he.::: E'fO.,,.t<'d t:.[,t 11c..a "Si.~V'):C: :::..1cc~ JP,d in ........ >r'i '-'' II T e 
•'lerican •av: i::: sti l fi .t~ n1-., the Fr .. c. ·• -'r.1- off' J le ·.tr:: c.nd :... •• _::.r::: to b J 

do· r, E'.~c · · P.?:.t -;/. Tn the center, · t 0r • , + e thr .... c cc ·b::i.t t s. ::: of t· e 1st 
n·,_-,;_~.:..o~ ·r drivin· fo:c-·:::.rc. st::.c.:li: e-.· t .r.:.. :i co1:..l of 'i\f&r:101.:.::. &irfiPld. 
h:...:: be€ r •o.c 1<>d r.tl t.::..':en •• Th re;:-.:..:: ::til. no ' 0rd fro. t c r,aratroors Lt "ran 
'ut c.ir obs£r,·1.1.tir-n s o s 30 o.la'18::: -rou .ded o •• t 1e n :-re cf b. dr~· lo. ·c .::..b0~-t. 20 

.:..· "'S c st of Ora: •• Ti11::re i:: :.o .::..ctivitJ c.b".:.t th'"' pkn..,s bu.-i-tra.c 'C ~::. ..:..n~ c..-, .1 

cu, J;:,t t : ra-i-roo.s he.ve ceen pie cd up by tr.:;.n·.0rt.::..ti ~ of one of our c .. bc..J~ 
tea";::. ':'l".l zit-..:t:...t'on at :U"'ier~ is exec J.ent 'i+ t.c Or!:• he:vy op_0s:.ti n co::'.in 
fro tl c co' st2. batteries in Al;ier::: baJ. 1 0 !101·1 t e hi •n g~ound i 'Slci.:i.c.t y 

est of .. lgi'.:'r • Thero h:::.s b s.xrc,r'ic ~tre0t fi ,.ti..c:, Qenerr.. Cl r r:..s ,00d 
cc.use to be satisfied.. i-!i:: r c i tico-~i itarr tr i. t0 .. 0 icr.s h~~ • u:..: ;.• ic c.iv 
.i.rlen ·:::--rr> ist.::.,1c0 1:.. been li-:7ht. 

r I' n r ~ r-irc:ucl has t::.k •! off -1;,!iis MCR.,Eftr 1~1:-:;.i.er~. "e!l-:::r 1 CJ. ..r: .:..lJ 

~~~d:;J!:,:;;f :'.;;f. I,:· ' 
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cont ·nue the conferences -;it'. the Frec-.ch ge •. erc.: at the l' L~ierian capita~~ . 1'.fte r 
coing through the ~c.r y rr;or!'ling rerorts [.lld holding a fina:;. conference v.ith 
Generu. :Cisenho':·er , Gcnor'll C~~crk goes to Govcrn.'ner.t Fouse o.nd pac~cs . Fol oning 
a quic~~ trip back to the tunnel fo r docu.-nents , the genera.I drives to Cibraltar 
aircl.ro:ie , i...r iving there at l0S8 ; Eefore tr..e t\,o planes t: .... t a.~e L •·in~; the 
.Alz;.or.:.ca.1.;:. of the advance headei_· .a.rters t.o :.l.;iers c:..re loaded , t:1e ;~._,-t .. er ho.s 
closed in . Al1 i'"'.l,:nediate tc.i.kPoff ii:: i~,o...,~ib-e so , after r1oto<;ra 1 hs of t,._,e 
r;enera ... have been taken b side t.r1e 11R8d Gremlin ," the pc.rty goes to an R . . F . 
Nissen hut for lunch . The ,· e.athe r is still nasty but it is deciaed to to.ke off 
to assure reaching Algiers before dark . 

The "Red Gre□J.i,1, 11 wit:1 Ge.:1er 1 Cl&.rk, Co:: :odor Diel· , Colone '.Tol ,e,:,, 
rfajor ~Teacha-,, Liet·tenb.Ilts Bear ch-ood and 1erril1 , and Stc:.~f Serzeart C.1a. E::, 1:..s 
passe.nzt.rc , takes off from Gibra.2..tar" at 1239 . It .:.s fol J.o·:red bJ the "Boo:acrf.n;:, 11 

and ;:;evcrel S_eitf.:.res . Over t:10 "editerr:.nes.n , the t··o F..1.y..l.n__, fortres::es and 
their 13 escor+ in_; f.:.c.,:nter s rendezvous and sti..r" for !.lgiers . ':'he r:roup flies 
from 50Jtto 70J f e<=>t, v:-ith eieht Spits on the frica side and five, on the north 
flank . The n o::iera:.;_, is so close i.e can si,e the ,.•ilots and !_:.7.ll1Ilers. Ceneral 
Clark op8ns the panel top over the radio room and , in go;;

0
les an:? ht.let , sticks 

his heac_ out . to watch the f J.ieht . ~ e ar.., buckL.g a strone head\iind , the sea is 
cha py and we are fl.ying t1:irou1,:1 br oke CJ.cuds . 

1.t 1519 Africa is sighted on the starborad front quarter . rre are soon over 
a rt.cn;;e of brov,n , barren hills . A coasta fo;:; S':"'"'eps in and the t,10 bo bers and 
I:: fi__,!1te s sxi " over the cu~.mlus . At .1-542, al of the S it'.: but one fa:'..J. a1my 
to lool:: for la!1ding places . '.!:'hey a e runnings ort on 1:;as. Algiers , a nass of 
rrhi te buildings huddled a l ong a. crescen+ -st.aped ba,; , is siehted at 1.605 . The 
fo:; has disappeared . At 1614 we are over !~aison '"'lanche airport . "'he S:~it are 
landing so the t\10 bomber s , with hours of gas left , circle t:1e lar ..;e, plane
filled field . ,~t 1652 v·e stLrt i:i. for our lanr'in~ , t::ie "Boomerang" ctil. circling 
so it can follow us in . Just &.s we are ,.:;::.iding in vre are informed thD.t German 
pl::.nes are ir. the vicinity and that as so"n as the s 1 i:r, sto~s rol. ing we are 
to get out &ntl find cover - - l eave the barzage and ersonu::. equip~ent . 

The pas sense s and crew quit the 11Red Grl-.nlin II quickly . Overhea · , flying 
in echelon , are 12 planes - -Geroar. Junkers 88s . Instead of r unning to cove r rre 
walk across t .. e field , heads t i~ ed back , , .. tching tLe planes ,,\ic. have alread;,, 
crosse~ the field at about 6 , 0_,Q feet . i:-·e can hear tbe po□ o:ns thlt - thu.rJr,ing 
fro:.~ the shi ,_.s in the har t or . ls we fle,· over ue ,oted how cro 1·rded the harbor 
was with no.val and coID iercial craft . Soon the uck ack is puf. ine black bc..lJ.s 
around the (°}er·011m pl.:m0s . They break formation and start diving for the hr.bbor . 
Tvrn appear to have been hit . ::e·:t comes the dull punz of bo::!bs . "eneral Cl.: rk 
a:1d his party ar- stil" stand:.r:.g in the open vmtching . The ack ack is still 
going up as thP- · p&rt:r gets into British Bren gun carriers t,o start the ,trip into 
Algiers . ·•e1: :1, hi le , Spitfires have been ro&.ring off 'raison Blancl 1e in pt.ruist 
of the Germans . Just as the Bren gwt carr--iers a.re abo-nt to start , r'-enera. Ch.rk 
standing up in t:.s front of the fir .. t carrier , one of the J u.nkers , a.i,crPntl.,· 
crit ... ler· by flak , is just south of the ~i-rdromr> •·ith two Spits on its -UU:.t. The 
Americe.ns and Br i tis on the ground are cheerin;; and s 1outing as the lead Spit 
closes the gar between itself a.nc"' the C'er:1a.1 plane . Soon it is :firing , fir::. t 
from direct y behind the Junkers ' tail and then co:ning up under its bely , The 
plane I s notors begin s:,noking . ~ean,:.ile , all the ground 0-uns hr.ve opened ur on 
the G';)rman. The c.ir i f ful ~ of flak anc' t y,acer bullets . T'1e Junkel's is t\.rough . 
The Spits fall av'ay anq go i11 search of other :rrey . Bvt the fire from the ground 

·.~_ECR8 ~ : .. 
~k:'''~" 



continues . rrhe J ankers is c irc ling the field . A..__c.rently i t i s go i n:; to tr;,, and 
land 0:1. 1.:a.i.son BlanchA ! ..... ecause of the int"nsi t: of [;round fi r e it can I i., . Tt 
cr ashes about ha..:..f a ::iiiie f ro12 the field , se:1.di.1_; up _:reat columns of dust . The 
caravan headed by Gener 2.l Clark heads f or Alg i ers . German planes are still bomb
ing the harbor . A solid v,al .J. of ack - ack fire i s bc:in;:: _ ut up . The orgng e balls 
of f ire lor,k li ke strings of de co:-&.ti ve lights . Gener al Cl- r k &r1' hi.:, pa r ty have 
... lun_;<>d f ro 1 a q 1iet rout i ne f i ght into t.1e thic 1~ of enemy a ction . C'uns are 
bon lni ng on al sic es and occ asio nally there is t 1,e iftum:,,,ing of bo 1b., landln:; . Just 
as t}1e Caro.van i s c:oine alongside the airdro:Je , a stick of th r ee bo:nbs f alls on 
t' ,e field , one of them 100 feet frcm the 11Red Cr em ... in ' s 11 tail ! 

Abo·1t half\:ay into .Algiers , a Cer::1an lane di r ec t J over the hec.ds of 
General CL.r k ' s convoy i s hit b.r fl ak . It beg i ns to burn , shouinc a dull _:low 
i n the f ast-darken i UG sky . I t pl~ts r'o":m from abou t 4 , 0JO f eet . The Junkers 
is heaQed directly toward our l in e of five Br en gun car ri er s . Legs ar e alre~dy 
over the side of the carriers and eyes are look i ng f or c ove r hen -bhe J,m'-ers 
eY1Jlodes at abou t 1, 0 JO feet . I t ... uf fs into p i ec es wi t h a bl i nding f l ash . The 
r ear half of the fu s ela ge tr:ists gr otes q_uely doffm, burning br ight l',Y, The r est 
of it plunc;es st r a i gb.t do>:m. None of th,, Cerme.ns has esc"",Jed . The v-rec1<a.~e b.:::ids 
abo.1.t a quarter of a _,L.e f r o:n the Cl .r :,C convoy . The C' a ,P-e.l or ders the carrie r s 
to pr oceed ancl th9 convey moves on th r ough flocks of Ar abs w o are fleeinJ A..1.gler s 
wi t:1 a fm bclongL1.:;s on thei r ba cks . The pa r ty goes to t he Betel St . Geor ge . 

'l'he mim:te the general gets into the lobb~r of the big hotel over l ookin. the 
harbo r he finds that all is not v1el in Algiers . The armistice is on an::' .·,l gie r s 
i s mor e or less peacefu l but the ol d question of com Je.nd L.nd the ·rivo. lr y bet·,.een 
Gir aud and Dar l an , 1•;11.o is in Algiers , has come t'P • 'T'he FrPnch11en hc.v,., been clamo r
in_, for !)roml~e,s . r'9neral R:·der 'l.&.c stallccd t. e :1 off as best he co ld ··er.c:.:..n 
General Clark I s arriva l. R~rdor, hag~ard and er .:...:i, t~r:-is the t r ,:d0us task ove r 
to r,ene r ;_,:;_ Clerk . Before ea.t:.n., a ve r y late dinn9 r, the "sfn.'.t~· Co. :::.:1.a.cr-in-Ci1ief 
holds a conference at v.hich the c-i.;.rrent si tuution is sketched for him . He then 
a.rran. es a conferenc:i ,,ith Admiral DarlLm , (;eneral Juin , 1 'D'.irc.l Fim. ard and othe r 
Fr~nch officers tomorro~ . They ref~se to have Giraud ; r ~c-nt . ~he c.:..t~ation is 
extremely co:1plicated and filled Y,ith potential dyna'.:lite . 

Gener · 1 CL. .. rk ' s only c o:n:1ent 1:;hen he r eturns to his room is : 

11T"h"'- t a ness ! '"1y so l die:!:'s h_.ve to get in things l ike this when there are i'/a.rs 
to be f0ucht -- r!od it ' s a,;ful ! ! 11 

Beca 11 se of the tense s it uation , c~ l onel Slocum holc;s a secret meeting ,.ith 
the off i cers co::!1:r i.sing hea('y_uarters e.nd instrvcts tl.en to r emain in the hotel 
an'.i kee1 th'3 i r thin;;s pac':ed for r q· i d mov9me:. t until further ord rs . No one is to 
go out unarmed . Late r , Lieutemint Bea:---d,,·ood returns to 1aison Bla.ncno airport fo r 
ba.:;_,age and learns t' at the Junke r s that era.shed near t':1e field did not c :-tch f i r e 
and that a l l four 1embers of the ere , ere taken I risoner . nne suff"rec a. br ken 
leg . T:1e plane cane here from Si c il.- to bo::ib shi • • i:.1,Z L. t' e ... ort of ~ • 

-, ., 
H 

'.LGIPQC', W'V"' 'P'.E _._n, "• 2--Gene c.l Cls.r k I s current job is al .ost entir"ly 
political. : 1 ric .. !,s t r o":i:,s, - ·'l't so!!le British , ar co,:s("I · dat i n _. t emselves .:.n 
the Algiers region . /lthour1i. there h:..:: be 0 ~1 no armi:::J ic0 at Oran , the f ighting 
has virutally ceased . At .,abat-Sale-Lyautey , ho,·,ever , r<eneral p~ tt on 1 ~ fore i.:; 

ttil i meet.:.n_; s01ne resistance b'.lt the:· i£e1 e·t situ,.tion . l".c,ner~, Cl r 1
- Is ai:r. 
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)
is to end--throur-h aE,Teement .-::.th th~ French--all fightinu in :"rench ''.orocco anc 
:.l~erio. so t'1at :::lritish and Arriericar. troor ~ can • ush ea t to get into 'l'uni:3ia c.. .. 1d, 
flYent,!c.l , co!!!c::, to ~ips v-i th th€:' Pocho • 

I 
I 

. ith t:1is in i:1inc:'' the lan\r fur.vric&n Gen"r 1 , '1OrP ,rim - faced thc.n f"'"TCr' 
.zets o-1t of ' is ba"!,tlr .::r ss and in-Lo h::.s bi=::st dr :: to nert D.:::.rl~.n .:::.nd hi:::: 
co.-1.fidar.t::::. ThP --~tin. is n-:.F :._n cc ~m~-1~ roo-1 of±: the foy r of th<- s: . 0.eorc~ 
hot 1 • .I.' or 0ff0c+ , rpn,:;ral Clark has ovsr a ,. l~ +,o ">n of inf[ ntryr.1en outs · de the 
hot0l. rr11,3 roorr 100\:2 o't!t on _ pe&ceful g&rd<-. , filled v1ith flm ~rs anC palm 
tre:"s . 'T'1e conference roon: is in direct con.,-r ..,t . Th0:r-=-i: ~ strc.ined fc lin~ . 
0 er -rc'l r 1 -r 1

{ cits at the hec:.d of tho table . On hi;:; left is /.dmirc..~ Darhn; on 
his ri_;ht , 0 eneral J'.in . /lso rrcsent '.r"' 'r . ''.l.T ... 1-lJ, v'.o i to a'":t as inter
~rE'tPr ; Cnlonel Holm.es, C.s. .. tain 1-:-ri;ht , Com odore "ick , Lie rtcnant 3eardro"d 
and +te follm in: I're •• c,. o:"ficers in i; -'_+ion to "'arlan : 'avy--l7ice Admir"l 
d 1 "sc· :fro 1oreu.u, :.'.ariti .. lf: corr;:..nc":r of the ~th re ion ; \'ice ;.d::iira..,_ Fen2 . .:--d, 
socr"t~_ry-:;'"ln"'r:tl of +he North African govcrn"lent ; Rear.::Ad irs.l Dut-1·,e➔ , r·., f 
of cabin t +<' T''lrJ _n; q..,o_r ~'\.d::iirr.l Fcboul ""'c+or ::::lerl'oz , c ief of st.s.:f of 
t1,-.o J1t:, .. Lriti·'e r_,;i".1 ; _..;: :;:,r--G"'neral Jl'i:i:., co"! ·nd r - in-chief 0f forc':'s in 
l'lorth ..!'..fric ; 0 -en<.:r 1 V,::o ltz , com :.ncer of t' e 1°t':1 '1i.itnry re: .. ) -,n; rr-neral 
de Brie· dP '.::t>·rc:z., Chief of :t ... ff to r.er..0 r·1l Juin ; ir - -"'-sn~ru: ,, n'.i.;<"l , ~1_pe:r .i.or 
Co 1 .a:Yl: :1t of Air .; n ]'forth Africa . m11e French o.v,., 1. sl:'.al ww::.r: of honor .:..n 
t·1, cou nt~•ard . The 1TI.eeting starts at 08S5 . Darlan is a ::;tub1 ~· , :iart•y-bsld "l&n 
, it¾ lizht , -mtery-lookin~ e:;•es . Hii: !:i".n:· ,..,. is friendJ:• . /. t' confP-rt" , 
i:.Ll',r'l_in::; th" Deputy Cou.::umdcr-_:_n- Chj :: , c.rc ~a-:..:. r:eneral Clarl~ ti:fS.s -~c 'r . 7)(,.,~c; 

'.'.)c.rlen 

Clark 

narlan 

Clark 

Darl:::.n 

..,,_ , . t ~d .· 1 D 1 t,._ ·+ +' · • ' · ' 1 ,'t{ • .,_hS'1l';. ·""::l.J .. c1n o .... ~ira ar an 1~e nt:)cessiv~' o ... co~irJ.; _, ;._ ~a..::...0.1,t! ~.,. o -.. .8 

... JO;u~ . T'".3 h:1vc ·:ork tri :,. to m~et the corn-~on 0ne..,- . T::; he re~d:· to 
::;i

0
rn +,h: tor-:1s of the ar:,iistice? rt ,:ill cov-:r e_l] French !forth 

J~frlcc... It ic 0scE:~tia: +r~ut -,te stop thio ~ &stc of ti"'~--- a.1d blcod . 

T ::.n-::: r .. ::,u-:ic of th,.., o.r.:_i:::t::.cc t;;r .. s to Viel-:.,; . L:-·,c.l n .. :: ubs:-nt 
from '!idh:· , "'here ,,_;_11 be no :r-;;rl~· ...nt_;_-, 4:-h, r,,.., ' ::1cil of :·.1.nl::t rs 
me:t::i thi.., afternoon . 

TJo yo-:.:. und ·ri::t&nd that diI lo_:m.+ le rela-'- ions bstv,c-en F:.c..nce and the 
Tnit c:. ftates he.v~ uee::1 brobn off it'l"!! the ... a.t 24 hou~,:.,, 

"'1'er i.., no official stc..tc'llent or conf.:.r'.TI&tlnn of this ru_ tt 1r, bi...t I 
,·ant to ::::eJ hostilities storired us cron .:..., ... ossible. I hLve been cive::1 
::tr ict ord.e.,,::: to enter i~~t o :10 ::1 got in ti,..,ns unti T h:....ve rccc:'.. ved 
orc<ers fro .. _ n tail". or the C 11::i.ci of ini -ters. ; ... 1 J a::,soci +,(,::; ~nd 
I fe ho:::ti iti~::: t.r~ fruitl~~.., . 

I am n ~otiatin~ 
I am not rer~red 
Vid1· , 

.i.·~h you &.::: co. 'ill ~~r of t ·v· troo _ 1~ on the- £..Tou.nd. 
ncr do I pro ... ose to a,c.it anu• furt' r · ord from 

I rant to !!!&.1s:e it clec.r t:.G.t I a.'ll nc-t r.cre i!l c.. cs. .. acity of the FrE.nch 
6ovrrn':'.ent. I c&.n simply obey the ordorr of P,tain. 

f. ~ Clark Thrn I ;-•ill h:-ve -i;o br,.,u 1• of::: ::l"'zotia.-i;lon::, and dcc.1 , lt!. s0 one 
wl o cu.n act . 

. -:-· -~~R G'!';;r··•,., , :: ,"- ·c · .. 
. . 
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DJ\:l. .A·: Tt i::. ,. to you to ·:.,"' '~ ,' c.t v .,,, · "'' •• ..., n ce,_,~~:·;; 
Vou h&.ve .J-he guarc:?::.tee of secu vit.,r here in JJ.,,ien: . 

T-' i..., 

"~iors resist 
th:::.n t .c-.J • ~i l ·' e fr:-, cl. tr'"'" .•~ 

t' rou.i '.:,o .. ,~ct our co .. on e. ae' y ? 

I },Qve hC 1~ed Vic· :r to c i ve e ""_ c.. s er -'-o y ·ur to:c. ~ Le ::;c"n &.f 

('PnK : V h&.t ynu • ro . oce ic not • 02 .... ible . I · i" l en· t L coni'er"'ncc in 
thirt:r r:ir:.utes . 

I uncersta ._d 'f, .... ! 
.. . <., 

·· hat l c.s ha:;-. encd . 

9Y 

,... 1n1 : 'l'hi;.. ;i:, im.o::; i 1 ~.o. It ':i l '"' n co,...sr.r., ... 0 re'l, in .,·0..1 in . :co.Jectocl 
c"..lstor";;·. I hoxe you u.nC:erctc..!•~·• e '."'ust ·1ove ec:.;::+, I _1,....0,_,c· to 
... ~ e,t;c~+8 '.,it 1 GO .en~.!.E: . '1 C[ ..... i ~~U.C' orr'cr~ :,0 + 1.,,, J..r J.-3 • C~.- ~ro1,1 

not t&.ke +' o ~'lr.:e ::., te . s as you have tt..ke1:. hsrP ,.i t' 1 out + he a •.• ,.cova2. 
of Vi c:·,y? 17hy cau I t ;;•0u c~o the same thing i n ot:.er pc. t::.. of :~orth 
.P.:frica . 

DART fl\J: rnhe sttua· ' ion i s (if.'.:'erent . 

CI /\BY: rhat 6.. c·· er c'o you ex . e,ct to '--'et fro!!'. Vichy in vie•. o"' t • ~evcrc .. co 
r,f re latio •. ::.. 'Z 

I'ARLAJ•: I am c.,iv.:;.n0 Pek.in ,,,~-o,rin i c::,. th .. t it L st:; .,L' ·' o co .-:·· inue 
'10:::ti .i+ i es i,,.,r • I urGed e..cce. ta. ce of ,. e tormc . 1 a confident 
tbat Pet2,in v:i 11 2.grec . 

CIAHK: That is fine , but do ~·ou U11.derstc.nd t · at ,-e cam.ct sF : ere , h i lc 
[;C'vcrn.":le. t::; a r e &.nc. :-::i ni ::;ter ·s cebc .. te ? If -:.,'~e !..ci1dr::.:. ·::i 11 :1ot iss u e 

inc· ' ruct · ons for tre cessation of ';.ostilit i :cs, I 1.--ill ~o to Gener.,..l Girt.tc' . 
T.re r-il 1 ci ..,IT. the ter~Js o., ... _d i~sue t '1e necessar~T orderc . 

DLn .fl;.T: I a .. not cert-1,;." n the tro r-s 
l os., r,f 1ere tL.e &ml -~her ',.i 

.. i" l obe;r , mhi::: . il 
1
' e rinre :iuht i nu. 

0r..ly ... e .n th 

C ~,,ll' : f.re you so ::'Te of t e decision fror.1 1ich:· ? Petctin 11.ac :: read:• 
i.r.forncc1. Pre::.i20nt ....,or scvclt tb.at he co.1::-,ir·ers our l1,;.n:i.n_,.: a_, res;:,ion . 
If ~•ru ti.ink Pete.in ·,.i 1 agree ':'.ith you thc..t ho:::·'ilit i , nm:::t cease 
'\' by c&.n I t JOU i ssue that orc'.cr no· ? 

DLPLli.lT: I c£..11+ as::,wc ·':ie re:: o.1s1.o:.. i t for ::..uch &i.1 orr'cr . It -:ruld r...,LU t 
in the i. 1ec1 iate occ·: . c.ticn of Southern_ I".cv,nce by the Ger11.~rns. 

CT ARK: --re a l agr 0 c concer'1i1:. 6 t 11e 6-r 0 0.t d2.neer of .J: e occu . a· ion of 
Souttcrn France , but it v:il] r.ot be becc.use of -i:.:1is order . r· at you 
are doine no,: 
you ':nm· t'· at 
one question . 

"!Cc:,n.s rr:ore kL: .. ing of French and .lbericans . I J. resu:::c 
Oran is alread;y in our honds . Thi:: all boils dm:n to 

Are you going to :,le.y ith the Vich:T governr.ient or 0 0 



' 

SECRET) 

', ith us?? , ien thi:: que::::ticn :::; . ·it to .\J.r _ •. y for .:.nter,retr:.tion , Gen r:.l 
Clark+,-, i. to 11be al::r • t . 11) -- -

DAF ,AN: I a sir~r:ly bcun" b:r c. .. oath of fie."' ii:y to tv, ·ar~ha:.. t o 0bcy 
i:::; orde ...... • I C<.:.n1t tf:.kP t e re:: . onsiril i t.,r o-f: c.,ivin._, ~-· C' ·• 0 

ce' 0 hostil i ties . 

CLARK: T" i:: i• i:l-,,. ti e ;1e .. l ean on our in c .i m t i cn s and not on ol.l!' oraG..~ • 
You "'re unr'°er c.. mim,,, tion . 1Ter·e is a o~. ori:uni ~ y for all Fl· •nchr:1e::n to 
ral y ~!ld , in t' e ... : .. r . TTero i :s y0ur l"" :::t c c.nce . 

DAR JU•: I a~ ' i lins t o send Ln ur · nt r ecsL 0 e to .. :2.r:::ha~ P8k, · 11, 

recorru en· ·. 1.
0 

c.n armi:::;ticc for A ~ic1 •s &n croc.:co . 

c r ARK: You h::we &h ·eady done thc.t . 

np:p ,A : I have not d; ne so in ::::. cific + er ns . 

,..,LttJ'K: e ~~ven •t ti"'1' . T a. i.....c:..~~~ tc rt ...... :1 f~irm. l~-- :"'r ... 1c Lm n ---!1 u 
A:1ericans n~Vtc '. e Sc.J':!e intE;rA..:t:::: at h &rt u.nd '1Ul'C fir•'1tinv 
11;11on-our~elv8s , 1.a.::,ting t.ine . I knm· that t c Ad ·r a l c •• +s--d e_ 
r'o in 1is hear"' - -to sto . t'1 i s f i chting betneer. our troc : . . c c,, 
, ant tc- do t·w s:..'Ile th i ne- [ nr' , e r-u::t cet r.n orricr for ce::cn.H"n of 

ostllii. i :: t i::; mor:1ing . ~ c :.~vc the m :::.ns. e Lav ,;_ , ;,._n i ce.. 
o.!"d Eritish tro -S ir.. French I:or,J.:.h Afri ca . ·re huve t e ::1 ·.1.s of ~c;t ... i.1. i ng 
th.l rr:m c . ur .,r c.nc: mu.Yi ~~ t hi:: tLc b ... se from hi.ch i .e cc:m r; i nto 
Frc.r-ce . fm±bi IJkm:zn;;:bn:nv1 Ho . ...nybor'ly cm1 fc.il to jo i n u: in L-n 
o eraticn that can ::i an i,. i b~rati n of Fr.::.nce is a"' .. in. t m., 
"nc!er~ tE. 1c.i.1 ·. 

DARUJ--l': I a co;11. 1~tc Jin acc orc ~rit· ;-our 1,oint cf vL,, but I cti .L c ..... 1t 
l,,C t u:1til I hea1· fr'"'m Pct,.5n . 

ClA.;X: Girc.ud ' ill ::::ien the tcr. ::; of tl ar•-.:i::::tico . 

DAF f - ~: !irnud hus no auttor i t~r i n orocco ·n r :;:rou .. ~s j_:: i n c .• ur or in 
L .'--,.,,t' la , hE:"re nn.rrez is i r.. c 1 ~r._,e. I \7('Ulc'l iJr 4 :1 :. ,..1c;: aoe to 
Vic y . 

'LA' ": e cB.11+ ut u ~Ji,J-h ...c.y. e rc.ve see •• ' t r' 1ny ant b"'fore . 
This can•· ot ;:;o on . I '· i~l 'mve to tci: 
1;it~1out co 0"'11.Ulic~tion. ··re ', i ll 'avo to 
on t .. e _'!'ound . 

:!)J\RLA''T: The c.r r :f is st i 1 ni th ':le, . 

:-ou into rot ct.iv cu. to-~-
do bu.in ~ 1itb .,_ e coum.nc. r,_, 

e ~.i 1 ma! it 1.s oas~· l,,S • o. siblP for you . 

DA} JiJT: I {"Uld :..i ke five "'li:::mt'.3s · ith !"'~ ::h.f , :'or dLcucsion • 

. ,. 
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/~sec_R_Et:·· 
(EQ~:::lRMLl.l!?~~C~EY) 

C ARK: You undE"rst&ud +.l.t no ore i.., to cave h rE or coir'1.l.nicaticn \,ith 
c.n,,,,-on° out::;id9 , 

(.At t i· oint Cknc::.·al R;r· er came in to re. ort that at a cer•: E,:n barre.ckJ a 
ca. t&.ir:. ras ,:"ni::: to the CC' i·0 coz:!I'k,ndin_: and. "·o 1 1 hi t:.:..t c111.Lc s v c 
['rmisticE" · s ~i/nec' the bsr""ack: ni J be bot1bc.d. Gcmer.:.l Clark scr.t :2y4 ::,r 
~.:d a Fr'"'nC l :cn0n .. ·· tC' c..irc•1c· t ic ,,u1, l;.o+' ti-" Fr nc~ e..d A.: ric,. .. i 
commr...nL'cr. (·~1i·~e .!'.dmirB.~ rarJ.r...n ::..nc' :.it sto.ff ···ere ccnfcrrine r'f"ncrE..::;_ Clc.rk 
~-acr>c" ·,:- anc1 qo .. m •the lobby of the St Geo::.·,se :fote • "'he other .America .• 
<ff";c ers cit"Jred. c:.bou".:, lr. t'.e cr,v.rt.,· .rr +c .,., · :s·..ire t'1at no"o of ,,:'1e 
rr_..cner, · .. -:~.tout t'rou._;h tJ:.n ~ ir.C:.c· ,;;,) i.t <'\:" .. n: t e A!l':lric~n-French 
confer~nce resumed.) 

l'.1'.RLAN: 1·a11 :~ou- e.cce. t t is ordc::-?( -,.., laic.' do•n a C".Y f it ,n t e kb --l, 

In s11bstance i:. S:'.i t .at the Jm:r-ric-1~ .i. l not t~ 1c .i~ r-t:.-fu::..al tc r c ,.;;.re 
G. 1 im ediut0 ur ictic , t K.t furtnP,r bat-' le ill bu f1-•if-, ess nr· ,_ .. t b or,c.. 

i· .l flo'7 . ·•") ~,.u,t::.. to t.81 ··.r,:1a~ F tB.in +iw.t as a re..,'l; 01 1:..,htin~ 
t 1 y ,~ou d • :::obab "',/ ~OS9 AfricE . He .m,ts to C"J' ::,n r\0st~ :.i, i 'E 1.. ·· t ~e c:..n 
at itur e of con . lP.to r.E.u-cr J.ity . ) 

CIJ'.Rl( : ' ·it I -...~nt is orctrr;:; ·'o -~,c trr0.s . 

fo\..."'J.AN: 'J'he.1 I Tiill c.ss an ordnr to Juir. , Nog-.,.,z, TlLrr0:::;, tt. Ai!•frrcr- , and 
the c.,.vy. (Darlan then be ins ,; ri ~in_, ·::.'le ~ssc . .., a .... ci1v ctu.L i:, ions cf 
G"Jn"r<i..L Clc.rk -::_.., he di~ so . ) 

GLARK: Under our in::..tructic--ns e.:J.Cc co:... ::i.nrier il de::ci e L t8r s o.:f ·i:r ~ 
ar 1ictic ::i . 'T'h sc off leers v,il_ neGotiate witu U ~ Fl'f re • coll1Il,u.l1l ox·s 
conce!'ne · . C'•en ra.l Putton ,,,iJ.l ,.,t-t , .i.th Ge 1 r ~ "fo..,uez ~.nc off, r t r 
to n:i.r . n .. en t:ieJr c':lase firing they 1 i 1 ente,.· into -Lc.r .., for t11.- \ ,..ol~ 
territor y. 

I'ARLAN: \~hat about Tunisia? Tr.ere·, i:.-:.. be no hostii.iti .., to Jl.r_,,-ric·ns "·l1 -re? 

D!:....., AN: T'1E'n t .uest ic,n of t-h':l ::tatus of "!irau comes 1 •• ( ,... .1 ra.l r::.ar·c 
a c red t '1e.t t' i::.. v cn1ld be r'is,. o~ed of after t f lght.:.~.u h-:d been 
sto,:-. ed .) 

ClLllC : ~nat C'in.ud ·:rar.." s .i.::; to he .• Frc.r..ce in t .. i~ l:-if., ..,.., ... , u1 &.n • t lf"rc .i:=: 
roc-'U for ever~•one . Rleht no' .. I .:... tr~rin tc s·,0 • .1 th' fiufu.tin 5 • 

DAPLAi:': "o g11 E::, .ay '1e:::;itate on th8 vt. ic...ity cf t1i.., orc.:;1• if it i..: raC:iood 
to hi • , .. 1--1c..t r.re ,·:e e( in 0 to do a.bout " IL-~? 

CLfa..:'K: Let . -:J see tie order fir::..t . ("" 9 order t,ivec c:.l l:..n<.l, ~E'a, (...,nc,. Lir 
forces in 'Jo tn Africa orc"ers to cea firir.~ al [.in..,t A1ericc • troo ~ s 
u . on receir t o• t 1P. order a,.d to retu1·n + o thei r br ~ ~ : r r' ob3erve strict 
'i.eutr it:,- . Dr...rlc:.n :-..aJ3 t>at he t1..''es ·::. .. t.: res~oasib1 i,.., for Ncrt1 
Africa in +,:1e na1e of tl'e arda, thc.t t·1e ,.resent r.· cit r./ coi:: ur., ers 
1·et£:.in co::i..iand, anc' tll&.t ro.Lit·jc£..: -.r d'mini~tr· '·ivc. ._,,~uorit.ic' 
,--i:.:. ''e .<in uncl1an _ed . :•!o chunuc cu.n J:--0 

""""' e ·,7ith J'.l.!'l&.n1s ordc.r for 
th 1 rr,fent . The order 'i--Ll ._,o to ,Ji;-· . , o 'Uez, nrec,€..1., ar.. t e 
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Admi.,,,L .... s cor.::.a 'ine int .. three reas . 

CLAH.K: ':'his will stand unle::is oth<or1 ise c.ia.nged by t •. e Allied Co,.,.. .:.nder
in-C 1ief . It may be necc ~~'--r. lEtcr to me'' c' ·~n.,es t= nC.: for thu.t reu::,un 
I huve asked • ou to insert "for th8 • rE ,.:;eu-1 • 11 You understanc that 
there are sol'!l<:i British tr .. s , ',ut tnat aJ 01 · her.i &re unde~· Am r::.cu.r. 
s·J.1re11!e comnand . 

D!LltLAH: "'hen I i'li 1 change ii to .Arle1 icL troor,s or t'1eir Allin • 

CLARK: All riGht . 

DARLAN: ·~hat dis)osi tion will be made of the French gensr&l:., v:.o dLobe:·ed. 
orders. I mee.n ~~c''"+ an<' t· .. c thArs . I t inl: they shoulc.. be Liven 
no French mili tar~- corn: and . 

CLARK: That is one of the thin.:s I , E'.nt to c.iscuss , it:. A lmirE..~ Dar~an . 

!:'ARIAN: I don ' t .~·ant to +.reat r·ith those l"len. It i"' in yo1.1r orTi inter st 
to a.cr-o"' t;.a t I ca •• 1 t toler tP thr>io e men not obP-yin ~ my orders . Tne 
oth0r officers dc,n 1t ,.ant them t" have c::.n:rt inb to c1o ,dth French 
C Or"~ .n.nf • 

CLM1K: It ink I can h:mdle t1is soon a .. d invcsti'--'ate . 
·it , .,-cu do not ,·a!-i-'- these men under your cor""1and? 

\ r-A_P:.,AN: Yes l 

ts I un crsta.cd 

You had better .ut them in :::.ome safe ~l. .... ce. Th0 y c.rf' bitter·:{ 
res~nte,1. 

C 'PJ< : I don 1 t ·,mderstand . '.!:hey he 1 .. ~ s ::,o ·mch . Hov,evE::r, I c'o un cr:::,tt..nd 
y 'll' re.::, .L:+,.,, L+ a::;a:· n t their .... o' eying nrders . 

. . t , ..... t 1., 'Se 

ore' ers -' c cea -'3 ''!ostili ties a;.·c cc:..rried out . ,.,. orr'er is not v:crt:. 
t' 8 ._,e.. or :.t is -;ritten on 1:..nl9ss car:deC::. ou·: . 

DAR• ~1 : What about '~he qu"3stion of tra.nsmittinc orderc . 

C!JD!( : They ni 1 t,O by our 1 lane with one of your officers ar,0 one of ours. 
L o.1 ~ii."on ; ··;p c·a .. corr 1·micate tha"L the orc1e .is c0rdn.c; a .• tuat in 
•! :~ ,..,'"antime ho ·-'--i .i, ies are to be cea. ed, • end.ii.~ recei. t o: t:.er.1. 
The French L.re shootin[, do·:.n our • lanes ev ryti'.'1•· they ta'~e off in 
·:orocco. 

i-•nwrrrAL: I am sur. riced.. Pe are in accord ·1 ith thL ID9i:hod of tn.r.Ls"J:..ssion . 
What about t'1e French .,risoners /OU h&ve taken? 

C PJlK: Pe nill __;ive t:1cr.1 al back. 17e don ' t ,ant any French .. rison rs . 
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(", ·in~• +his discussion ·r• 'i.r ... l Darlan h<-r'i finish the text of th,:, ore.er 
,a;:;sage . It hE.d bevn a.mended so that the die ocii..ions of m- s in t:.e 

handr, of French troops pc :.i .... a b to loco..1. iL.'IlericLn co ,t.rn:. •rs.) 

( General Ryder returmd anc' said that a C r;tain ~f tne, - 68+ Inf·c.r.try 
Hent to the colonel in the barracks before mE'ntione,1 t..r ~ o .... c1 , h11m that if 
t 1e terms of the o.rmir tice v:-ere not agree( to hP \ robt..1:)_y" ' ou.d. have to bomb. 
The Fre!lch colono:::. a •• 1:.r0nt.1y misunclerstood. T,,o othPl .,~.'1~.Lar inci ients 
haii occl.rred. e.n( Genera:. Fyder v.ent out to set+le tilem. ''.\-i<; f"ne. draft 
of "' P nr-"er r:-iessaee v,&.::i z ne over anci Genera~ C-crk a. proved it. It is 
to be .ut into"final form a.nd dL 1 atched iri::eC:Lt--Y • AL. ,le cc,nfer .... ., 
. f-+, the cori.f"'rerce rocm ri th ti:1e excr. tion of Adm.ira.1. Dar c: --:i, f',enera~ CJLr 1', 

and • ir . Muri 1:.y, the inter. reter • 

rn the privc.t" confore!:lce ith fid . .1ira ... Dar: .n , '3neraJ. c:.urk ½.uestion: 
the Fr 0 nch"!a.11 cone rning the flc ,t r.e controlc . T\,.r .... an is va 6-ue and .. il 1J1.al:E: 
no hints or commitments . He inf~;1s r.cneral Cle. Y , m,ever , that he has per

onal~y issued order~ to the French fleet to be ,re.~red to 1ove on short 
notice should the Germ:.n"' enter unoccupied France •• e .:;tates omPhatico.l1y 
that 11under no circumstances wil the fl8ct fal" intc Germn.n hands . 

F0 1 o ing ic the tr:.rn:l~.-ti 0 n of D::::.rl_..,, :: orde,.. tor-. ,-.~"s JuL~, J\fo6c:.~:, 
;Jarr" ('1°\:'..'.lisia), (' '1Pr 2.. ~-=-nci6:.2.., ~cl,'! !_=.__!.:c ;::; 'ich,.__; ., ·:ore::::: .. ~ ::C'1:· !)or; __ 
co. ~.s..1~il.1c Ioroc:n , ,..,:. ab .:..~ca '"T'i;_nis"!.'", .,...:;:-cctiv:J ~ ... : 

'' 1 --=n,;age"'e:.1+..., ~ ing been fulfil.::eJ "--' +· e t bodJ "'.)&:~ le beco ... ln~ 
u:e: .... "-"W/ "'r~ ~----i::. u..:._ ....... to :..1 tho 1::.:: ~, !:3[.. 

!.fri .... a t::, cc:...:: _, .:'i~ht (;.,,.6!:..=--~st for-:-~ tJf 
f~o~1 ~.,,., ...,\..,i;.,.:.pt of thi:: o:' .. er c.11d. to !"c·:u=!l to 
tc o"b~srv (., """"trict~:::.1. .. 10,1trl... lit:,, .... 

~.d ri~ for~~~ in 
!'J":!,...-~ .ica ~nd -':, 1cir 

":2--!n .. .'~l;;er·~~ c....uj .. !crocco C;o~ .. 1 c..nJ.e.,~-i ... 1-Chic.P ..,.ll .1. '1..lt t~c11~-" ... l·,r8::::; ::.n 
lic..:, ... r,n itl-- local .:~-1 .. r.:.c .,, Co c..~ .. ::..,..c 0 ... th ub~ect of tsr1w for -~11J 
s-..is)ens:.0~1 of ho::;til:!.+ics. 

"3--I c.ssume a...tthor ~·•y O', c,.. '··or'.;h · frica. i.n +,~e n<.1.':13 of ".:.he '"'.ar.:.,hal. 
'!:hP pr Jsent ::;en.:.nr officers retain thelr co11.--'Lnr'is l.nd Lhe :ro .:. t.;.cal ::i.nd 
ad.-:,.:..ni:::tr~ttv-v Or[;anizatio:.- ..... r '.l:..ln i.1 fore€'. To chanc:;E:. ..:.1. bJ 1.1c.d, 

..:. ' 0-rt a. fres:1 order fro::1 " . 
114--!111 ;risoners on eac:1 .,.:.. -::. " wi.1.1. be e·{c lc...~sed. " 

To ec:. edi te t· 1e ar ,i. tic es in the Oran and JI .isle s re, ions, tr .. e order 
Le rad"oed. It ·.,ill be d-:Jlivcred to the affected co:-' t:iders to'llorrov. by 
cour.i.ers so that the authentici .. y !on't be in douht . 

Fol.o-inf this conference which takes the entire morning , Gtneral Clark 
~ends the fol.1.oriini:- cable : tJust conc .... ude i lengthy conference with Dar h.n and 
hir cohorts. >-le r 0

• atedly refused to acce;:t tern::; of :ir1Jif'tice rec.son lack of 
c.uthority fro:'.! Vic .,_;. [ dcm~nded he sif,n them to i!:lc.L-:.ir e all !fort.1 l.i'ri.ca anrJ. 
sta.te 1 •• e:. • ou.~ b..., taken into custodJ if he refu.,ed nr" furtl-ier ne2"otic:;tion 
,ould be .ith ~iraud. 

,n:-:e final y ap•3ed •·o i::::::,ue c.1e &.n c.·der to 1;..l" the :rour. ' , r ir and naval 
force;:; in "ort.h !.frict.. , .;_1c •1dL1.; or occo ·e:ri Tunis:.a to c isc 1.ti::--.,~e hoct-
il.~L.:.e, .:. ... e:~at0::y. T V hi.r sig:ic--3. order to c<r.h C01 :..n Ar anr' it is 

boine dis. c..tched s·· our Ri;-er~-33 V ~ tl-i Fre_1ch C't ff Officer., :.od :·, Frc. 1ch 
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( con "!.'.::ndsr:J \""ho 'could be rv ..... ched b;r t--1- .J·.one w.,o h::.ve been co~ . .:anic:ited w;_th 
incl~din; those in Tunis . 

11Later arran,_;ed confe y._ncc q, 1.nderson ,;·i th I"r,:.ncL. co-:i ..... n .... ers to :aci1.i tatc 
h l ;: .L.'lo. _ osed ::iove .::mt b:r ::cu. toni:;ht to Jon° , 3ou 0 ie 2.nr' "~:.. j elli. Dar lc.n 
obvio 11:::l~r ,le.yin::; for •.. 0\7er . k.st •. ic;.1t = co.rf rred ,Yi t!l l".:..r ·1d a.'1d a__,::..in this 
morni.'l.; . r'ir.::.,ld rey_uested DarlG. ..... o confer ,.it. hi:.'1. '!::be latter refused b..:.t T 

h::..ve ar r .. 'l_,-d for the t-o to conf r v:it:1 me at 1500 tod·y . Darlun at St. r-eor_;,c 
.:here T a,·, . '4e is not in our cu::,tody but '1e ha,_ ..-;:..vsn m1 1:J.is · .. ord not to leave . 

11Pel.:. ve i:i. viP.\ o: 1 i;: order to sto.i:, r3si t&nce h" should not be ph.,r::::..cc.11:, 
rectrained i,t pr __ se!lt . I b .. ter ,:isc·1::.::"'d a.lon:) "':'ith I\:..rlan t'12 .u 0 -tion cf ".:.h-3 
f l .... "'t 'V • •ro, C''.,,., "V ,-,~+c th'~ 1~ ·"trr t'-in•1 .lT ·ro ,.., "C"" J.!J_, t I no h· 11' • . ,_ .. ~ ,..,1·· i...-...L..1.., ~..i.. ....... t..i. V -...i i..,\,;,l,.., ,l,..-.. .. _ •..., ..I. .._,,1,.,,,,._.., ,._,...., '--"" - • <-...., 

tuo K.i.n_,p.i.?1s but hope to 7;.:_grrlc o"Jt of it so::1 ihov:. I I doe•~,.,d ::..t of ut,noct imrort
ance to do a!lyt' · .. 'l - to sec'..lre c....1 ori.l-.)r ·hich rwuld be ob-r:Jd to c ,. se hostil
ities ev_ryu' ern Tfave not 3.nn0...:.nccu thl::; (T1ar1Ln 1 s order) ov::r +re r&dio so 
as not t.o +,ip 0' .. 1.r 11.c.nd to the r 3r7 ... n~ . 11 

P..k:i.n to the ren.:ral ' s co. fcronce with d •ir ,l DarlL ... "l , Co·1r:odore Die'. , 
Eritis".l ~rb.va.l li ... L,on to ,~l i3d :_-3ad1.ue.rter::i , sends t.11."' foL.o· in.,: :nessa 0 " L0 
!.d.,ira.l Cun.1ingha"l : "Clar:~ &.sb, .... e to _;ive ;ou :.;;r i ,_:.:,res~io:::1.,. Firs- !'ou..nd 
f.[,..., :Je"'n "'ained b· ..... t .,itv.E.tio!l rril.- obviously not bP ...,ati..sfactory till :,l1ole 
hearted coopeT'&tion obtained . Lc.rge n;imber of fr.-.nch d.lren.dy out to hcl but 
T)arlan clique ~··il need -::...tc' inJ . Thi., is in h:mr'!.. narkn still ho::,tile to us 
(Pri tish) and in lees er de 0Tc ~ to L'Ilc.r::.cc.ns but concidcr he se-c ~ osi t.:.on gone 
.:..n Fr:..ncc c.r.d -;-;ishcs to control fro .. •rort:-1 Africo. • T tnink he L, 6cn"J.ine thc..t 
he r,ill not let Fre.1cli. fleet fall i:1to Ger :1u.· 

1'.l.:..nds but ·· l~ 7 r.10\'e the:J. or..ly in 
11;.st emergency . It is i:1tended to contb.ue ,,orkb.g on this z.s also question of 

::a:1dr .i.a s'i 1.,adro:1. Cl~l: ·ms nc..g:-iific~nt . 0t...r :P"'iso!lE r., neglected local l~· bi.lt 
nm: rele,. ed . :: x .: ,'.ir defense ::io"t i:1;,,pirin; . 11 / 

.Another senst..tional develo .J' .... 11:mt occurs i:::1 the c.fternoon . '~u.rshc.l Peto.in 
has f::..red !.d::u.ra l narlan c::.::; head of th 0 "'rench ar.:1ed forces and ha::: a.. r,ointod 
General :ro_;ues , the _1:.:.lita.ry gover!lor of :'.:!-enc' ·•orocco , as h~.s successor . 
C-enen l CL.r'· .::o-s to see .Adniral flc.rlc.n. ~-1-: find.s hi .. , 11lookin_, like c. c je.cted 
lit·~le _;i._;. 11 ""'arlan re,;Jorts thect Petain r,e.;, also rejected t '1e forth Afr;.,ca 
ur·.11stice tor 1s . t;encral Clc...r': tells Darla!l that 11Petc..i..n is the mouthr,iece of 
q.i.tler . 11 nc.rlc..n r3plies that there if. notl:i:'lr; h~ C~-· do bu 0

• revoke the crder 
he sii;:i,ed t'.is .:ior.nin:; a:i.d ·.-:-:1ic'~ hc.s Lee:: d.i.sria.tcheJ to the forces . · :'l~plies 
General C]c..r1(! "...,.0·1 1r·3 !lOt ·0L'lo t0 rr";ol:e an~r ors.er !" 0 -:ys nc::,rlc..n: ll'T'h-~ , J 
!!lust b_ tc...kc:. _prLo.,ller • 11 Golo.Ll Slocw ... later plc.c'"'s ho pla.too:i.;:, ..... ro'. ,.l the. 
ho~nc of 1.d~:irG.l -rren'ar(l, ·h- --~ .l\.d::1ira.l Jc:.rh.n ·· .:.11 sta,{ . "'h-' lo.st thin~, r.,:,ncral 
Cla.rk tells Ad..:irc.l nc:..rlt...n: 11tl o', ' s your chtLce tc gst th 0 Fr-!lch fl--et ! " Repli0s 
_·_d·niral D.:..rlan dcjectedlJ : 11T+ ' s net .:., :'13et ; T ": ..)Ge.1 r_::..:.evoc. . 11 'e adds that 
Peta.in "has told all the corr.:u:nders to fi,--:hL. 11 '.fter th::..., conf"r0nce a.'1c:1. before 
-oi.1; to one ,·:ith r.enerals rira.ud , J .1.in, X:ovltz and :cdi 0 al , r :moral Cl:..rk checks 
o .. p ::..nd fi:i.d.;:; thG.t ·'h:i French co.1.a.1d"'r.,, have obeyed nr.?.rlan ' s conr:c:..nd ;:.,.nd have 
.,ou.;ht o.r!ni.,,tice::, ! 

The conferl:nC"' ' .. ith the Franch gener ~ s is held at J:uin ' s· h"'c.dqur .. rter::, , 
The other ,.lliod officers beside t;eneral Clark are. Captti.in ,··ri...,'it , Co;n. odore 
Dlck , Colonel Holmes c.nd "r . ·rur~h;; . The firin 0 of Darlan is die.cussed . The 
Cenorc-ls report the~r h::i.ve j.ist received infor.!ki.ti ~n thnt the Ger .:k'mS arc c.bout 
to invade Unoccu:Jied France . Says ,... ir&ud , sadly : '" e are a. t the end of our ro)c . 
1,'hat an appc.lling situation . It is ti!Ile for· the French to get together and it is 
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_, ~ 0'"' ror• on~··bi' 1 i· t · -f.o ·,~t to ",, r .;,.,d ,_...,'vc ..l.~ ,.,l..,i. ,._U"- J. ~- - .,J V b....., U V ..., (..i. ... !. ...,c.,,. 'orth :s1·ic1-. ! " r _ .. Lrc..l Clerk 
Frcnc 11 mat· r , " th,m .. · " -"'ts tl.,::.t G.:.r:md ;::ud "~r u..1 .,et to,::cthcr . "'Phi:: L ·A 

c::._7s tlL Deput,; Co .c.n ::.·-i::1-Ch ";t :i you .... t ·or';: out :;c··r 
G:t L t~:· :. .. _, the Lrvc.~1.on of ::nocc• .. ::. .l Frc.nc t ~ d · ... : D~::.·l n 

-L. ,, cc • .,_ n . 

i-t· r_:J "'':l .;eneru.l se:r..::ls the fol ,..,. . .:.c."" cabL to r .. ::1 r:: 

:ia.11.,; 

i"r 

ol: 
to ~C:~ 
fire " b 
n · ~ ord. 

t ca ' 8) ... 

·...:.r ...... .., .. -' 0 

to • o ... r . '"'.__r h1,. · j .st r c_iveJ 
,'l'L ~tl,r a ~ ,ct..,c. 1.,.nd told ': t1'1.~.t 

of hosti it.:.-~ , Juin . _ . r ~ .. t . Tr 

,..ire. d to-

p • . .:.t hi-: to .:...,_uc .~J.c • "r' !' , ". t::._ .,ti.t d t ... t U.'1 

L; :.:1st b1.:c0 __ a pr .:.so.Lr . T tol-:i '1i . t .~.t 
to n i . 1edi +,,l;· tool;: ste _ to ... l:..c .. _.,, _,1ard c.rot.:i:.~ .!.h 

:1.:. .1 1~1-.\ .:.!1 , • '.-le ord of honor ~· c.t he .. ould r 

.i..1-
all 

::iot r vo 1c_ the 0rc .. r . '::'' L c!1-~1z d. situu.ti·n brunt ne Kin"'.in ho im-
;:iediatel,/ S"a!"ted' 'c;.n_, T,in if h 01.1ld .l a;y alon; ,,it11. i-,.·_1, T pl ,# 1,ith 
nL.r le...-:. ·' o ord r· the:. Fr-nc :l fl , t h_r" • 

n-r8 re •• l;ec:_ th::..t __ ., rdsr. oul ef':.'.'ect. ~ · :.E ·1..for c:..s'u,d 
· h:i.~. a. • l a to t:1e F::-enc • fl at he cou ... d net . ~ :i-:.'.'t 
t.1e i th Ju::.., an. ':::.!lL .:.n t.t 0 ... ' out their sit .. ~ t.:.ou . 'Jo.it 
c;;.n , d .1~rc..L Fcdf{.--c.., ~: ~ nd o:: Dc..r lc .... 1, c .1 ~l: '\c . hJ to cti:tc J. _. t ord 
had j us,. beun received tk t the Ger .c.n.., ,ere c.b0ut to occu ~,Y unoccu. ::."d Fr _nee . 
Darlc.n ,:;-Latud that if t'1is 1".~rc.; tµtj: .1nd he r celv d vc ·ificcl.t.:.on he 01.:ld i ;nore 
··ar~:1l..l Petain's o··d r f:.r in:; '•i.J c.nC: '. ould fe ___ r--ieved of f i_rL:1 .. r ~,or..;.· r ..,-
po_~._,,i''Ji .. lt, . -r-e h&s ~skt.:d ·:..h!!t I co -Lo 1

1:_~ 1101..L..., au'--"-in to.1.1i ht to di ce· s..., 
t + '· d . ' . ,.. . t . ,;, th "l + ' • I h . ~ ~ 1 1 ,.,a ,.;ers11-n ~ u _ng c. ... ,,,. o,l):i. ion o~ s _.... 1 .. ::: '3 J. ::i si1r. - c..n on ., 

nav.:..l ... ;.•-'-,:::;, Jic c.n..::. .,....r.:.::;:.ti:. • . ~ j..:ut rvturned from 180 .. conf-rencl: · ·th 
1an ·• · ... , .J ::.n, V::oeltz and endi .1 , t.1e la.tt r thr-- bein -trcn~; nc.rl_1 
1Jort ___ • 

n 'h n the h .. ard of the • ossible G':r .. an.,r entr, into Coi...th 1·n rri:..nco th ir 
diff "Y' .:_1cec be a...l'l to _.'11~. : told th .. th·.;..t I ,a~ to see ..... a irt..l °!"'\o.rl~ .. :n 'f.ith ::.. 
.os:o.:.::iilii. r that h ,old c.hci s ~t · ·'·h&.t - h:v no 
.. .Jr C a:. o::i..... th.,, au :Jr c..tl.,,. c,r a. . o~ 

L1~ r ia • ~ove r---==;., • '"' .,_, :1.n · Ul.., r rt.. ::.i. ~c&.~ . • ( thi:.t it 
i.., t. for Fr .::::~1 .l to o"t tob n r :...1d d ,f nd ort.. lfric~, • •rnis ',&.S t l 

b ,st ne· ·s ~ 1:iar'l todc.J . .:.s1: ee~ yo r 1 _ t on tc!lt.:. ... 2., ne .t r _ ort .J · 
11 .1·i..,a.J. a ked me for a confer,nce tod--:.r .in ho,.)u of ·orkin"' o..1t d~tu.il. 

shoul · Fr nch .. ir :nit::; co:"le he.1. ,. ro . Fr ~nc u . o .. occ·1.·c. tion . I a~ bad::. ir. 
need o~ an ric.,_n ir Of ::.c r . f r .1-r ~l 6L ... rk t!-:. n re.., __ t d th ser·.,.:.cu_ of 

n) .. :'.. iers Ra -.:.0 tv" · • ··nd r our ~ontrol . .J.SO rac..io stu' ion 
c.t ~uc .... ly t .s :. ich il • r'1.:. t ID/ re. • .i..' collL ru..'1.:.ca. tion ·;;ith ., ou co .. enc.:. .,.; 
to 1or:::-o n0 .1, I ho., .. . ~ver ,,rth.Ln3 (iUiet here tonight . Scattered enemy ! . .:.r 
activity of dhori, ci.li.ration .it;~ n~ ative results ••• " 

-~ r , G !!er"': Cl".rk conff'r::: c.. ,ain \ ith -arl_n cone rr.in,.; th urgent y_uestion 
of th .. Frenc .. fl<> t . .. c.-.or·ing to Io.rle:n , the fl + is r.o outside Toulo:!1 a c:..i+
:5..n~ orders . "":e z~ .. l3 e .,;_1 direct t11e fl get to """c...i-'-to n Jo· n tl1P _,..lli .J" as coon 
::..::: t•1e Ce.·mans enter ·noc cu. ied Fra::ce but not b-::.'or~ . C' ne-· l C r ~ :m_ est~ the 
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fle t go to Gibraltar to refuel bec&.USP of the congestion in North African ports 
c..nd the politics..L threat from uncertc..in elements in the French fle t if U1ey 
enter French colonial ports . The gE'neral suggests the fle t r:rocecd to the 
Unit 0 d States so negotiations concerning its use co 1 ld be carried on . nhe F ench 
are very anti - ~ritish and Dar l an balks at having the fl eet go into Gibraltar . 
The bi~ questi n .u-iark concerning the French fleet is ,,hether it ',il_ obey Dt.rlan 1s 

or ders . 

b e __ Ld 631§' [I a 
. sr 

5 
~. 7 ., , 

JThc general r eceives toni 6 ht the COi,.r of "" Cc.ble from General ':&.rshall to 
General :isenhov er . '::"t i::c. rs : "'l'he Chief of "taL a;;-1 :-oves the aT.arding of the 
distinguished servic, med&.l to Clc.rk Qnd the Legion of '.erit to the offic :rJ 
accor:ipan:'il1f.; hi;n . Th-:; a-·ard to Clark ,1ill be held -~1p '..illtil th--- ;:;itw:.tio::1 Cu"' Ls 
,;:r.:. t t n "!or~ s...-,ecifical~.t •• , n Th.:.s is the text of the a .'a.rd: 11 "aj er Gen rc.l 
:ark ,. • Clark , 0-5309 , :.:r'°:iJ o!: the U:i.itec~ Ste.te::: , h&.s been the Deput~· Co.i'T!c...'rl.dcr-

• in - Ch::."f of th"' Al .. ied :forces sic1ce its inc ptio.1 . Th or.-;a:1.izan.; and planning 
phase of t.1is o,.J~ ation is no· successf 11l y cancluc'ed . 1)urin,::; this i!:lportant 
period he_Tas :l:a.r be l y responsitlc for i :i orta.1t · ork that . as bein--; carried on . 
• '..s a relater pL..rt of this activity he s 11ccessfully erformed a r:1.ost important 
and hir,hly secr0t .. is.,ion . This !,lission , o -ether '.7i th the orr.:o.ni::.lns ~d p1an
nin:; of the 1~-~or .:;ortion of the orere.+ ions , ,;as of creat 1::1 ... ot>tr..nce to the 
U!1ited .':ta tee . This \.as a .-osi tion of t::,Tec. t responsibili tJ , and. the maimer of 
carr~ri .:; 01:..t t ·1a assign!!lent ·,-as of the hig;ie::t order . It is rec om Pnded that 
th 0 Distinguished fc,..vice edal be c.,.-1:..rded to ''.c.~or f'._,,1crr..l ·:ark ,~. CL.rk ··•ith 
th folL0~;in:; citc.tion : iaj r r.enc::.•3.l :ark·· . Sl:.rk , 0- 5::: 9 , ,:...,_y of the U:1.itcd 
Stat1;.;s , for distin;:'1ish8d ce~v .:.ce to the 1bi ted Stat s .;r 7 ln :::.. 1 od tion of 
gr", t r ::_ mLibilit:,r c.;:; Do, --..:t., Co1·1ende -in-Chief of ths • .1.~.:..cd force di-:=i.n.:; 
its ... eriod of or _;c.nization c.nu. e, ___ •._,lo:rment . 1fo .:;..,::;urcd this of:.: ice i:1 the sw.-'cr 
of 1c 4'=, and U-1rou~'~ 'is 0-i;;.t;:;tc.ndinz ability in or;:;anizin__, :..:.nd pkn in:; th::-
oA e~ct~ ~ns of t,1ic force , ha s~ccacc~ul y ~rc~"~~d thi~ ~r~wni~~tion ~or the 
im:'ort:..nt J::J.icsion to .. L-i c it hc.s been assigned . '.c :r.::rt of th3 duties of t_hc 
De ... uty Cc c.nde::.· o= t:1i::: ..,- oi.: .... hs ~ crfo:::-nec. ~ u.:..0 '.l,; sec et and "'Ost i ... ortCJ1t 
m ::;:::;ion. Thro•,;:! h:~c C"UC,:-.:.cuol.:c Lad~:r .,hi _ c..r.d out .. t2.:ndin:; abili t:,r thi:: "'"llS 

succe~"'ful y co::._l"''·ed . ·re org~n::.zuc. a .. d::. ·nin::.:::te:::-cd. ,.11e :1°c€:::Sa!'~' pro ··run °-:.0 
brin,; ti,n troo ,.::: of t!1...t o:::-.;:...nizatl0!1 to ::.. hi;; ::t::.tc of' tra::. .. ·ng und co-r:bc.t 
cffic ~ ! ... c~ ... , c...tid ;i_.:; been l: .. rf_,el~,. r ..... ::_ "!'!.).;:~le for ~or.-' _1~ th:? t .... cJ_icc.l .,.-le.ii_, 
for th 0 ~s ,-,:: +:1.s ... t!'OO,.::; :...g:...i:1::t th Jn .. .:..e~ of th~ ·r.1itcc: C't:...t ., • HL r -L-
8tc .. nd.in~ c.b.i.li t:--h:...s "!:C.~c hit1 o~ i!1c~ti ... :..bl.3 "~-c. U$ to t:1.., ser~ric0 . u 

rr·y, t o cn.blc.:: ::..re r:;ce::.-red at c.. t.:..2c. · hen f'":1cr.:::.l Cl:...rlc c&:.1 onl:· ~ivu th. n 
~ '-!uic!: .:;l:::::1ce. n--. r r: Lri t 1

""'.) vor:. .. c~ "hi 6 hl~--cnr ... f ·1 ::::•d J;olit~~::...2. !3it"'t"'".;rin -:..nd 
it .:.2 i.l +ou .. ~h ::-o+ for ~ ~-W1 ·.11.o i .... Jilitnry . TT~ i: :...lt£ --nu.tt.,;l,, J~sg1.13t-C. , +hv ... 1 ' 

:'1.u. .. . TI·1t ~~t ::.1 4-.:.~ C ?l .... !~ .... '.).a.-.... o:.:,.J obj--c+:.."l'I"~:.•: ~r ... 1(!~ J'!llJ _ __,+ .: - ... u~ ... J ~ , ...... er(, 
... ,; ,·ore' '--lon , th&.t ~1-:io~r :..:1-:.. t,.., ', h l_f· , ::.nr, -t c;.-, -- +~ , th-=3 dr.:....._,_ +u th_ 
~::.t.J4· , .~,...,~,., • [: '- ·}1""r.,. ,, "r ~ ... ,,.__·~ ...... r r ... r'lr-:r 1 _n·,-·:: > :_h, ..... ~ 1---- ~: .. J; ..... C.~t d . l 
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