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In,my article, designated "The First Shot", I reviewed the principal
events that led up to that noted incident which occurred Jenuary 9th,
1861. Vin this:participated only the Cifadel Corps of The Battalion o%
State Cedets. This corps was then under the direct command of Major
P. P. Stevens, then superintendent of The Citadel. But the few troops
on Morris Island were under the general-command of Col. John.L. Branchh~_
8 Citadel graduate. _

In this accountzrﬁy personal recollections of "The ILast Shot"
participated in, exclusively, by the'ArsQnal'Cadets of the Confederate
Army. We should not forget that, at that tihe 1860 to 1865 the
Battalion of State Cadets was composed of the Citadel Corps - the first,
gsecond and third clesses, and the Arsenal Corps - the fourth class. The
former at Charleston; the latter at Columbisa, Sai0 ‘

I cannot enumerate, even'briefly, the many events in which during
these four years the Battalion participated, but I must tell something
of those events that occurred, and that concerncd tﬂe Battalion during
the five months preceding the close of the War Between the States.

General Sherman was marching his large army through Georgias. This
army was in four divisions. As they went, pillsging and devastating
Qas the ususl accompaniment. The last of the yéarv1864 was drawing near.
By this onward march Savanngh wés soon in his rear and he to be free A
to pass wnopposed through South Carolina. Just as Savannah fell when
outflenked, must.fall Charleston, Fort Moultrie, Fort Johnson and Fort
Sumbter. . Fbrt Sumter, the bone of contention from the beginning of
1861 to the early month of 1865. In April 1861 this stronghold in.
Charleston harbor and, the key to the metropolis of our State was surrend-

ered into the hands of the Confederate forces. By shot and by shell,
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night and day they tried these four years. Every assault failed. The
gallant General Stevhen Zlliott mever lowered his flag. The finest vessels
of the U, S. Navy were in the offing, wetching, waliting, yes,waiting until
Generai Sherman could unlock our "back dbor", and thus open our "front -
door," to the unwelcome visitor."

Toward the last of November, 1864, our Governor ordered the Battalioh
of Cedets into the field. The Arsenal Cadets under'Capt. J. P. Thomas
with Tieuts. J. B. Patrick, A. J. Norris, and R. O, Sams, proceeded to
Charleston end repofted to Major J. B. White, at the Citedel, commander
of the Battalion. Federel forces were now endeavoring to sever con-
nections between Savanneh and Charleston by cutting'the Charleston and
Savennah Reilroad near Coosewhatchee. We received orders to reﬁort to

Major-General Samuel Jones, the Confederate COmmander at that point. The

f

Baftalion boarded the train gt Charleston, December 4th, 1864. At Tul&finny
we disembarked, and were ordered to protect the trestle over Tuléfinny
Creek. On the sixth the enemy advanced from their base at Gregory Point
and were met by the Goergis Battalion, supported by the Battalion of Ca&ets.
Greatly outnumbered, the Confederate forces were oraered to fall back and
concentrate on the railroad. Barly in the morning of the 7th, four compan~
ies, including the Battalion of Cadets, with a battery of artillery, moved

against the enemy. The skirmishers goon became engaged. There was rapidr
firing all along the line,. The artillery sogg became engaged, but the
eneny brought up trooPé in overwhelmiﬁg numbers and, again the Confederates
were withdrswn to the reilrosd. The Federsls now established batteries
eabout & mile from the railrcad. Col. Edwards fortified his position be-
‘hind the railroad, especially near the trestle and swaited the stiack of
the Federals. This wes not long delayed. They moved forwerd twice
during the 9th, but esch time %es driven off with.gfeat loss by our well-

directed fire of both infantry and artillery. The loss of the Federals
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in the two eggagements, the 7th and 9th, was estimated at 300, After this
they gg:ﬁzzjfﬁijﬁ%hemsolves ‘ by keeping up & steady fireboﬁ the rail-
moéd and on our encampments in the rear. On the 25th of December,The
Citadel Cadets, now the entire Battalion, was ordered to James Island and
" attached to Brigédier-Generai Stephen Eliiott's brigede or command. . The
officeré of the Arsenal Academy were now remended to Columbie to teke
ehérge of the new recrulfs constituting the fourth class who went to feport
for duty Januvery lst, 1865, sbout one hundredfforty in number. We were
nearing the.close of the great struggles. Sherman Qas>m1rching his vast
arny throuvgh South Carolina. Now was their opportunity to show the first
State that dared to secede from the union, what war meant as they cut &
wide swath of desolation through her richest territory. The South elresdy
exhausted, yet -still loysal to the principalg/}of which she fought and
sufrered, was witnessing the sdvancing hosts of the Federsls as her coils
drew tighter and Iighter still until her "stréngle hold" was complete.
Women end children and former.é;f?gé were silent witnesses to the wanton

destruction wherever the inveders foot had pressed.Charleston, Fort Sumter,

 Jemes Island had now, February 17th, 1865, been evacuated by the Confederate

forces, The Citadel Cédets formed a unit of this comrand . Joining Genersl
Hardﬁi&Corps, they passed through Cheraw, S. C. end into North Carolins,

where they became an integral part of General Jospeh E. Johnston's commend.
The venguard of Sherman's srny Was now nearing Columbia. Accompenying it

was & vast horde of camp followers, straéglers, robbers ~ in front of, on
either flank and in the regr, fattening on the prey. On the 10th of
February 16865, for the last time, the Arsenal Cadeté, Capt. Thomas commend-
ing, were called out and® placed under Confederate Command. A detechment :
was pleced in charge of a small battery of Artillery guarding.the head of

the bridge over the Congaree River, the Columbis end of the bridge. This

detachnent was withdrawn after this bridge was burned by order of the
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‘Confederate Commanders. | General E. M. Lew, & Citadel graduate, wasl
eppointed Provosf Genersl o#cr the City and, the Arsenal Cadetls compriséd
his main Provost Gﬁard. Genersl Sherman's forces were now, February
16th, on‘the other side of the Congaree River fifing into the City of
Columbis whére women sand éhildren were helpléss. The firing seemed TO0 be
directed mainly against theVStaﬁe House building and egeinst the buildings
of the Arsenal Academy. The lattér were burned and with them were deétroyn
2d importent archives of the Citadel and of the Arsenal Academies. Those
of the Citadel had been sent there for safety. Above Columbia, & pontoon
bridge was being leid by the Federals, preparatory to the entrance of
their troops into Columbia. Detachment of Cadets uvnder their four com-
missioned officers, were palirolling the city, quietiné disorders and, pro=
tecting‘property. This continued until near midnight of the 16th of
February 1865, Orders had been received to join General Garlington's
command attached to that of General Beauregard. Our detachmentSof Cadets
were quickly drawn in and, the Arsenai Cadets, lightly eguipped, left the
city, traveling in a ﬁorth Easterly direction teo Join the retreating troops.
We were going in the direction of Charleste;, N. C. + Before dawn the City
of Columbis was in flames. The home of the ﬁriter had been pierced by a
Parrott shell. While it failed to explode, the marks of its entrance
mute P

and its exit long remsined a‘«witﬁess to the ¥Yanddlism of the Federsals.
But why particuldrize and call up the ghosts of the departed pas@iﬁ

At White Oaks,on the C. C. & A. Railrosd, South of T e TR
commend turned Eestward, hoping to escape Shermen's aévancing Cavelry.
Crossing the Wateree River in the night, we marched the next day towards
Lancaster. Sherman's forces turned et the seme point that we 4id and,
P it ’
wee pushing our resr guard, as we msrched into Lencaster. General
G&ﬁlington here turned the Arsenal Corps ever to Capt. J. P. Thomss and

told him to seek their safety. Turning our course Northwestward we
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marched into North Carolina and eventually merened to- Charlotte. From
this point we went to Chester, S. C. th?g making an a}mostacircle in our
march. Thence we marched to Union and reaching Spartsnburg, réporteﬁ to
Gov. Magrath. He had ordered us back inte the State as arpréteotion.' At
this time we Weré the only organized milifary command in the State. From
Spartanburg the commend marched to Greenville, Here we built log houses
and were very comfortable in our néw encampmgpt. Not long weré we allowed
to remain thus. Rapidly the end was drawing nesr. Lee surrendered on the
9th of April. {is last battle had been fought. General Granﬁ gave
liveral terms, General Johnston surrendered on the 26th. President Daro
sovght safety by leaving Richmond with most of his Cabinet and'an escorts
Stopping in Charlotte, he passed into South Carolina and held his lasﬁ
Cabinet meeting in Abbvevilie, S. C., then crossed the Savennegh River

into Georgie on the morning'of Méy 4th. A large detachment from General
Stoneman's Cavalry was sent to overtake end arrest the President. The City
of creenville, S. C. wes directly in their line of mafch and pursuite

Capt. J. P. Thomas, our commanding officer, was askeg by the city authorities
not to make & stand agsinst the raiders, fearing retalistion. It wes now
the last of April. The city wes in great excitement. The liﬁe of march
was guickly taken. At midnight, the Arsenel Cadets left Greenville and
marched towards the town of Williamston. The column was halted in e
sheltered lane Jjust after break of dey. Ranks were broken but our arms
were loaded and still in our hends while we were waiting for a hasty break-
fest.  Remcmber the cadets were all young. Only four months had they
been in treining end none over eighteen. Tired from rapid mafching and
from the excitement preceding it, meny had fallen asléep; gsome on rails
taken from the old worm fence bordering the lsne; still others on the bare
ground, but Sfill holding thelir loaded rifles. Suddenly, Stonemsn's
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Cavelry fired & volley into us. The color.besms raised the fleg anq,rr£;£~n4nm
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veileying eround it while- gome protected themselves behind trees and out-
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houses, the Codets returnpd the fire and, 1,88 ves & terwards learned; with

-

deadly—effect. Certain it is thet, though the cavalrymen hung on our
flanke as we continued our march into Williamston, they did not further
molest us. We passed througﬁ the towns of Belton end Greenwood and en-
camped in the towry of Ninety Six. After a short rest we merched on to
Newberry where we established our camp. Here Capt. J« P, Thomas
conrrunicated ﬁith Gove magrath, who was ne%fin Columbie, by qendmD Lleut.
R. 0. Sems to recount the events of the past few days andf%asLiﬁg further
instructions. Admitted to the Governor in hie oftice and reporting
to him the events that had transpired from the time the Cadets reached
Greenville to the time of their present enceampment at Newberry; Govevihor
Magreth considered carefully the situation sné sent back to Capt. J. P.
Thomes written instructions. Acting under thece orders from Gov. A. G.
-Iag eth, our militery chief, the entire commend of Arsenal Cadets was
furloughed from date, lgy 9th, 1865, for sixty dsys. The command con-
sisted of Cept. J. P. Thomas, Lieut. J. B. Patrick, Lieut. A. J. Norris,-
Lieut. R. 0. Sams and about one hundred-forty Cadets: ZEach was permitted
to keep his equipment, armsland amnunition uwntil called for by the State.
This furlough was a long one. It hes lengthened into over sixty-one
years.

Thus practicaelly was disbended the last organized military command
BEast of the Mississippi River thét had been an éﬁtegral part of the armies
- 0f the Confederacy. Thus, in the Wer between the States, "The Last Shot"
was fired by the Arsensl Cedets and this after they were fired into by
8 1afge detachment of the Federal Cavalry.

Look &t it as we may, The Battalion of State Cadets, & military or-
ganization of the State of South Caroline, participétea actively in the

events that led up to the last great struggles for State Soveréignty,.



throughout that struggle and until "The Last Shot" was fired ss the

curtain fell at the clase of The Great Drama.

The writer wés en active pafticipanf in the events narrated in the
two articles fﬁrnished at the.request.of Col. O. J. Bond, President of
The Citadél. "The First Shot" and "The Last Shot". Let me recapitulate.
Called out by Gov. F. W, FPickens, the Citadel Cadets fired fhe first shot
of the War between the States, when"The Star of the West" was turned back
in her atﬁempt to reiﬁfqroe Fort Sumbter. And the Arsenael Cadetbs fiadd
the last shot a&s they repelled the attack made on them by the Cavalry of

General Stoneman of the Federsl Afmy.






