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ARCHIVES AND MUSEUM 

) LONDON, JUNE 30, 1942--Conferences rel ative to SOS install­
ations planned for th e Plymouth Area are }aeld during the mornin g 
by General Cl ark and Colonels Rooks and Ferenb augh. 

General Eisenhower and Gener al Clark depart in the evening 
for a discussion of combined ope ra tions with Lord Mountbatten. 
After completin g th e more thorough reco nna iss ance of the Salis­
bury Plain district, Colon e l Adcock, Col one l Ramsey and Major 
Hewitt return , to London . 

* * * 
ABOARD THE MONTEREY, JULY 1, 1942--At 2 AM of f icers awake 

th e enlisted men and check to see lf they have life belts. Those 
who haven't are i ss ued th em on the oo at deck. It takes two hours 
to complete the detail and by th a t time the hatch covers of the 
Monterey are being battened down . The heterogeneous car go --from 
trucks to foot lockers to f ood--h as been loaded. 

We pull away from the pier at 4:1 8 AM and head out to sea. 
Few expected to get underway so quickly. The other transports 
steam out ahead and behind us. 

When it becomes light we are out of sight of shore . The con­
voy is a mar velous sight! Seven big, grey troops h i ps moving along 
wi th a battleship, a cruiser and 20 destroyers for an escort. The 
troopships are so close tog ether you can see t he men, all wearing 
lifeb el ts, lining the rails. Every foot of the decks seems to be 
covered with khaki-clad men . Overh ead , cruising l eis urely around 
the convoy, · are t wo blimps. Sometimes they .pass so close we can 
see the men in the gondolas. Land based navy planes come and go. 

The Monterey is the lead troop tran sp ort, ranning on the 
starboard flank of the front line which is made up of our ship, 
the battleship Texas and the light cruiser Philadelphia. In the 
second line, about a qu arter of a mile behind us, are the tr ans­
ports Argentina (US), Duchess of Bedford (British) and Barry 
(British). In the third line is t he Sibonet (US), Maloja (British) 
and a t wo-stacker (Dutch). · 

* * * NORTHERN IRELAND, JULY 1, 1942--G en era l Clark and General 
Eisenhower are joined at Pre~ ,ffeick, Scotl and, by Colonel Rooks 
and Colonel Ferenbaugh. The party proceeds by pl ane to United 
States Army bases in Northern Ireland. 

The group spends th e d ay inspectin g troo p s and in stal l a ti ons 
of our V Army Corps. Americ an and British tro ops have split into 
t wo groups and are go in g through a joint exercise. 

/ 

qeneral ~l ark observes th a t U.S. troo ps look fat and pudgy 
while t he Britishers are hard and lean. He de cid es that our ground -1/' 
forces--those already here and t hose to come--mu st have gruelling 
tr a ining to fit them better for battle. American troops particip­
ating in today's exercise consist primarily of the 34th Division 
and the First Armored Division. 

* * 
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Colonel Adcock, Colonel Ramsey and Major Hewitt complete 
their study of all installations in the Salisbury are a and sub ­
mit reconnnendaticns for the housing of officers and men of the 
headquarters of the I I Army Corps. 

* 
SOMEWHERE IN THE ATLANTIC, JULY 2, 1942--The Monterey , 

19,500 gross tons and the largest transport in the convoy, has 
5,810 officers and men aboard. In peacetime her full passenger 
list was 750. There are so many troo p s aboard that there a r e only 
two messes a day. Enlisted men eat in the ma in dining room and 
their mess lines ser pentine al l around t he ship's companionw ays. 
Officers eat in the cabin class dining room, having three sit t ings 
per mea l. Counting the c r ew and nav al gunners we have over 6, 000 
men on board _. The other troop tr an sports look equally crowded. 

The convoy commander is Captain J.J . London of the U. S. 
Navy . This is the Mont erey 1 s first trip in the At l antic . She has 
already made two conv oy trips to Aust r a lia. We are foll owing 
various type zig - zag cours e s, th e entire convoy shifting simul -
t aneously by synchronized watches. ' 

Captain London exp l ains that the Tex a s is VIith us to protect 
the transports against possible Axis raiders. The Philadelphia is 
assigned primarily to protect th e Texas . Our escort all the way 
will consist of 22 warships . The blimps l eav e us i n la te afternoon . 
In case we need any aeri a l scouting done , th e Texas has two pl anes 
and the Phil adelphia four. From the bridge you can se e we are 
s a iling i n the middle of a circl e of destroyers. They rim us com­
pletely. The ship's newsp aper starts coming out today but it can 
carry no dates or marks of i dentification . Nothi ng is to be thrown 
over the side of t he ship. 

* * * LONDON, JULY 2, 1942--General Clark, Colonel Rooks and 
Colonel Ferenbaugh ar r ive a t 12 : 30 PM by pl ane f r om Nor th Ir eland . 
The ent i re afternoon is spen t in confer ences with the staff dis ­
cussing plans and problems r e lative to housing units of the Corps 
he adquar te rs. 

Anti-airc r aft protection in the vicinity of Cor p s he ad qu a rters 
i s discu s sed by General Cl ark and Colonel Bradsh aw, anti - aircraf t 
offic e r of ETOUSA. They decide to sup p lem ent existing heavy gun 
defenses in th e Salisbury -C astle area by moving in additional 
units of Brit i sh ant i- aircraft for increa s ed protection. 

* * * 
SOMEWHERE I N THE ATLANTIC, JULY 3, 1942 --All day we move 

thr ough a pe a- soup fog. None of the other ships in the convoy c an 
be seen but we hear th eir whistles ev ery two or thr ee minutes. Few 
men are on decks since it is cold and clammy with a wispy fog mak­
ing every thi ng drip . The captain tells u s we are somewhere off the 
coast of Nova Scotia . 
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Just at dusk the fo g lifts briefly and we c an see the en tire 
convoy. The ves sels are moving a lon g in perfect fo rmat i on, as 
though t hey h ad hawsers from st e rn to bow . The Philadelphia sends 
up two scouting plan es . Of the 5 , 810 troops we have aboa rd, nine 
are women--nurses who will be i n the I I Army Cor ps stati ~n ho s ­
pital . 

* * * SALISBURY, ENGLAND, JULY 3, 194 2-- The entire staff leaves 
Lond on at 9:00 AM, proceeding to Sa lis bu ry so General Cl ark can 
inspect, on the ground, the r ec onnne~dations made conc erni ng quar ­
tering sites for headquarters of the II Army Cor ps . Gen era l Cl ark 
app r oves th e reco mmendations made by Colonel Adcock and the SOS 
is directed to make every effort to improv e existing b ath in g and 
l a trine fa cilities. The en tir e s t aff rem ains overni ght in Sa lis ­
bury . 

* * * 
SOMEWHERE I N THE ATLANTIC, JULY 4, 1942- -I t is still so 

fog gy th at you can't s ee 100 fe et . Sh ip l i fe h as settled do wn to 
rou t ine wit h mess lin es functioning smoot hly unde r of f ice r chec ker s . 
Each aftern oon we have "abandon ship" and "attac k stati on 11 drills . 

Offic ers and men go to their stations in full e quipm ent, 
inclu ding stee l helmets, pistol and ammunition, cant eens , lif e 
belts and gloves (for sliding down rop es i n case we h ave to ab an­
don ship ) . Enl i s ted men go on the promenade deck , from whi ch they 
would l oad into lifebo ats . 

The Monterey has ei ght an ti-aircraft guns --. 60 caliber 
machine guns, water cooled , manned by Mat so n Line personnel. Ther e 
are two on the stern, Four amidships and two on the bow. our ship 
a lso ha s four thr ee -in ch gun s, t wo on t he ste rn and t wo in the 
bow, and a four-inch gun on the stern. 

* * . * 
SALISBURY, JULY 4, 194 2- -Th e st aff continues reconnaissance 

of addi t iona l installations and proposed s ites in the Sa lisbury 
area . Gener al Clark and Colonel Rooks r e turn to London shortly 
before n oon a nd hold conferences with ETOUSA and British off icers 
regardin g improv ement of all in s tallati ons i n th e area the II 
Army Cor ps will oc cupy . 

The r emai nd e r of the staff continu es a det a iled reco nna iss ance 
of the Salisbury area in sear ch of add i t i ona l housin g . This g r oup 
returns to London i n th e l ate afternoon. 

* * 
SOMEWHERE I N THE ATLANTIC, JULY 5, 1942 -- The fo g continues 

and it i s reported th at we are going in a hu ge circl e , waitin g 
for it to c lear so th e destr oye rs can go into Hali f ax an d "to p 
off" - - that i s , r eplen i sh th e ir fue l supp ly so th ey will have 
suff ic ien t in c ase we ge t into a fi gh t . 
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Sunday on shipboard is ju s t like any other day except that 
there are Catholic and Protestant services on the boat de ck . There 
is little for the enlisted men to do but sleep and rel ax. Everyone 
i s wondering what port we are going into and tod ay Cap t ain London 
tells some of the officers that we are due to arrive in Glasgow, 
Scotland , a week from today which will be July 12. 

* * * LONDON, JULY 5, 1942 -- Preparations are pushed for the dis-
positi on of troo p s when they arrive in the British I sles. The 
main task is to prepare f or their staging in the Salisbury area. 

A second group of I I Army Corps off i cers arrive from the 
United Stat es by pl ane. I t inc l udes Colone l C. L. Bertholf, 
Adjutant General; Colonel E. B. Howard ; Colonel Francis Markoe , 
G-1; Major Dan Gilmer, Deputy Chief of Staff; Colonel T. E. 
Lewis, Artillery Officer, and Lieutenant A. G. Barker, one of 
General ~lark's aides. They reach London about 6:00 PM. 

General Clark and General Eisenhower go to Checkers for an 
overnight visit with Pri me -Minister Chur chill. 

* * * CHECKERS, ENGLAND, JULY 5, 1942--This is t he ancestral estate 
of Prime Minister Winston Churchill and when General Eisenho wer ard 
Gener a l Clark arrive for their overnight visit the pudgy, affable 
leader of t he British bounces out to mee t them. He is entirely 
informal, wearing carpet sli ppe rs and a bag gy smock. 

The Prime Minister tak es the two American generals dovm a 
winding path throu gh the woods and the three men sit on a s ecluded 
bench to talk about the British-Am eric an war effort. 

Mr. Churchill is in favor of executing GYMNAST, the name for 
the operation cal l ing for inva sion of the Afric an coast and the 
t aking of Northwest Africa, as soon as possible. His arguments 
sho w the cor elation of thought between President Roosev e lt and the 
British leader since our president favors the same operation. Mr. 
Church i ll believes a Europe an invasion is t oo hazardous at the 
present time. 

Bot h Generals Clark and Eisenhower are n on-cOllllnital bec ause 
they f eel GYMNAST will detract fro m what they c onside r a qu icker, 
more direct operat i on- -SL EDGEHAMMER, the name of the proposed 
1942 European inv asion opeEation , and ROUNDUP, n ame for the large­
scale Europe an operation in 1943. This would carry the war direct 
to the Eu rope an continent. 

Following the talk in the woods, the Prime Minister and two 
generals go to the old but beautifully decorated house. The Pri me 
Mini ster , even for cocktails and d.inner , nev er ch anges out of the 
smock and bedroom slippers. Other guests at the dinner include Mrs. 
Churchill and Mrs. Portal, wi fe of the head of the British Air 
Command. The group di scusses frankly throughout the dinner all 
secret war plans. The Prime Minister t e ll s the Americ an generals 
not to wor r y because "my wif e and Mrs. Portal know everytl!ling. " 
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During the d i nner the Prime Minister tells how he went 
walk i ng alone that afternoon . He met , du ring his strol l, an 
Eng l ishm an, his wif e and thei r t h ree ch i ldren . He chatted with 
the c ouple and final l y aske d them if these three represented a ll 
their children. The man replied the y did o 

"Well," the prime minister says , grinn i ng , "I t hink you 
should have frur . Get busy on that right away!" Mr . Churchill 
chuckles as he fin i shes the story . 

Af t er dinner the Prime Min i ster And the generals go to Mr. 
Churchill's itudy wher e th e y converse animatedly over a globe and 
read reports coming in to the Prime Minister. The big news c oncerns 
movement of a 33 ship convoy to Archange l, Rus s ia , Mr. Churchill 
i s e l ated when the repo r t comes in that the GermRn battleship Von 
Tirp it z has been hit by torpedoes fran a Russian submarine . He 
says he must h ave some good news t o report to h i s people . Later, 
the r eport on the Von Tir p itz turns out to be false. 

The Prime Minister tells Generals Cla r k and Eisenhower how 
t his convoy represents the f i rst r eal attempt to move supp l ies 
th r ough to Russ i a. Murmansk vir tu ally has been bombed out of 
exis t ence. The convoy is accompan i ed almost halfway fro m Eng l and 
to Arch angel by the entire home f l eet. Because the German fleet 
is concentrated on the northern co ast of Norway and land - based 
bombers can attack the convoy, i t · must go on by itself, accompanied 
only by des t royers , submar i nes and armed trawlers. ( Only four of 
t hese 33 ships finally re Ach Archan gel ) . 

News from the African front isn' t too ~romising as the Pr i me 
Min ister and the generals discuss war plans, study the globe and 
read incomin g r ep orts . Rommel is pummeling his way forward into 
Egypt . 

Lat er, the Prime Minis ter and Mrs . Chur ch i l l, t he ir guests , 
members of the Prime Minister ' s staff And househo l d servants 
attend motion p ictures in the mansion . General Cla rk s it s with 
Mrs , Chur chill and Gene ral Eisenho wer is with the Prime Minister, 
Af t er the show, Mr . Churchill introduc es h is staff, made up mostly 
of officers of the Coldstream Guards , to the two generals . They 
ta l k abo ut military affairs and the Prime Min ister trots out and 
returns with the rifl e he used i n the Boer War, Chuck lin g , he 
goes through a snappy drill with it . 

After the officers have gone, Mr . Churchill, General Cl ark 
and Genera l Eisenhower sit up un t il 3 AM discussing war pl ans . 
As t hey ta l k about various p l ans the Prime Minister v1ill say : 
"Have you s een my paper on that?" And he sends f or papers embody ­
ing his particular ideas on a certain operation. Mr. Churchill is 
sold on the idea of executing GYMNAST. He f eels t ha t the British ­
Americ an invas io n can ' t be made against the heavily - fortified 
and quite heavily-held Frenc h coast , He t hinks something must be 
done soon to divert German troo p s fro m the hard - press ed Russian 
fro n t, ......_ ·- ·-
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The two Americ an generals r e tir e at 3 AM and General Clark, 
reading a book at his bedside whic h t ells about famous p eopl e , 
including Cromwell , who slept in his particular bed, finds it 
hard to get to sl eep in the p r esence of so much h i st ory. Checkers , 
wh ic h is about an ho ur's drive .Bouthwest fro m London , is approx­
imately 1, 000 years old •. 

After breakf ast , Gene rals Clark and Eisenhower i nsp e ct the 
Checke rs guard and as the t wo Ameri can officers are going down 
the lin e , the Prime Min ister, still i n ni ght cl oth es , sticks his 
head out of a bed r oom window and hollers: 

"Ain't t hey a fine body of men-I" "Ai n't" i s one of Mr . 
Churchill ' s fav or ite words. 

General Eis enhower and Gener al Cl ark depar t for London at 
10 : 00 AM. 

* * * 
SOMEWHERE IN THE ATLANTIC, JULY 6, 1942- - The convoy connnander 

has apparently deci ded to pass Hali f ax and th e refu e lin g operation . 
Once aga in we are moving on zig - zag cou r s es a t 15 lmots. At 4: 00 
PM we ar e past Cape Rac e and somewhere between Labrador and New­
foundland. La te in the afternoon we s ight small whales. 

Two of the seven troop tr ansports are no lo nger with us . 
They are th e Sibonet and the Dutch t wo- st acke r . The:; report edly 
got into Halifax . The Sib one t wil l not accompany us to the 
British I sles . She is going to I cel and with speci al troops . The 
report is t ha t t wo de stroyers h ave dropped back t o convoy the t wo 
ship s that put into Ha lifax. 

The weather is cold--46 deg r ee s at 3 : 30 PM. Not many men go 
on decks . 1'he en li s t ed men ar e divided into two groups for the 
crossin g . on e group has the use of troop st ate r ooms from noon 
until midnight; the opp osit e from midnight un t i l n oon . Wh en one 
group has the stateroom, the other has space, with some bunks , 
on A and B decks . 

* * * , ~LONDON, JULY 6, 1942 -- General Cl ark and his staff are occupied 
in preparing for reception of the advance ground forces now en­
route to Greenock, Scotland, and Liv erpool, Engl and, in the troop 
trans po rts . 

The group of Army Corps of f ic ers th at arrived yesterd ay are 
orient ed by General Clar k as he outl i nes pl ans for th e future . 

* 
SOMEWHERE I N THE ATLANTIC, JULY 7 , 1942 -- The med ic s ar e 

doing t he ir innnunization work again . Enl isted men and officers 
keep a steady line go ing thr ough t he d i spensar y, form er l y the 
Monterey ' s writing room . 
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Most of the tro ops aboard are engi n eer s. Highest r anking 
officer on the ~on t er ey is Colon e l Grandy of th e Engin:aers. We 
have n o combat troops , most of t h is advance ec hel on be i ng supp ly 
and housekeeping tro ops , constru cti on un its and some non - fl ying 
Air For ce personne l. A fe w combat troops were staged at Fort Dix 
and the report is that a battalion of inf ant r y from the First 
Divis i on is on ano t he r ship. When we were at In d i anto\m Gap, part 
of the First Div ision was in Are a 2, nex t to us. The 16t h and 
18t h I nfantry re gimen t s were out on pract i ce marches whil e we 
were at the sta gi ng area but they did not accompany us out or go 
on the alert when we did. 

Officers ,,nd men , real izi ng where we are going to land, are 
spec ul ating on our t ask and guessing where we wi l l irnvade the 
contin ent . 

* * * LONDON, JULY 7, 1942 - - Actual establ i shmen t of the II Army 
Corps Cormnand Post and phys ic al prepa rat ion of troo p areas i n 
the Salisbury - Tidworth area is started tod ay . Colon e l s Adcock , 
Ramsey and Ferenbaugh depart for t he area t o sup ervis e work and 
make all arrangemen t s f or the arrival of troops . 

Orientation of the newly - arrived off i cers continues. I n the 
evening, Gene ral Cl ark ha s dinner wit h Aver ill Harriman , one of 
President Roosevelt ' s key men on relations with ref ugee gove rn ­
ment s in London and on Lend-Le a se matters with Gre a t Britain. 

* 
SOMEWHERE I N THE ATLANTIC, JULY B, 1942 - -Articl es on English ­

.American money exchange and on how to id ent ify British army 
officers appea r in the sh i p I s pap e r today and now everyone knows 
for certai n that we are going somewhere in the British I sles . 

After da il y fogs since Ju l y 3 , it is partly clear today and 
we can s ee most of th e conv oy ~ for an hour or so a t a time. It is 
s till v ery co ld . The se a is a little r oughe r but a s yet there has 
been no sea sickness. The favorite shipb oard pastime is exchanging 
rumors and speculatin g about where we are going to camp and wha t 
will be our mi ss i on. There s eems t o be a gre a t desi re to get going . 

The quality of the food is excellent . The re are t wo post 
exc hanges on board and they are doing a terrific business, pa rt ­
icul ar l y in soap , cigar ette s and toil e t art i cles that the troops 
figure will be hard to obtain in rationed Eng l and . 

* * * LONDON, JULY 8 , 1942- - All officers, fr an General Clark down , 
concentrate t hr oughou t the day and most of th e night prepa ring 
p l ans for arrival of tro ops . Recepti on, transportation and quarter ­
in g work is assigned to the v arious sections. 

* * * 
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SOMEWHERE IN THE ATLANTIC, JULY 9 , 1942 -- The c onvoy has 
stepped up its p ace since we have left the t wo slowest boats 
benind. We churn alon g a t 17 knots. It is getting warmer but you 
sti l l need A field j acke t or a tr en ch co a i <9n deck. The convoy 
moves a l on g the same generalized z i g- za g courses , l os in g about 
eight per cent of its mean d i stance, according to Captain London . 
For the fir st time in almost a week we can again see the destroyers 
cruising around near t he horizon . 

* * * LONDON, JULY 9 , 1942 -- The advance staff in the Salisbury 
area is augmented by the dispatch of Colonels Bertholf , Howard , 
Markoe a nd Gi lmer who g o down t o assist in preparation for estab ­
lishment of I I Army Cor ps headquarters and the arrival of troops . 

Gene ra l Clark , Colonel Rooks and Li eut enant Barker go to 
Longford Castle to observe preparation of t he Command Post . They 
return i n the af t ernoon. 

* * 
SOMIDIHERE I N THE ATLANTIC , JULY 10 , 194 2-- We have t wo 

11 att ack station" alarms today. The men go quick l y and qui et l y to 
their posts . I t was th e first ti me the routine of the sh i p h ad 
been chan ged since we l eft Brook l yn. 

Aft er bein g at our st ations for ab out 35 minutes, we ge t 
the all - cle ar signal . No expl ana tion is g iven for the al Prm but 
it might have be en to prepare th e men psychologically fn case we 
h ave the re al thing. 

The second 11attac k statio n " alarm come s about 11 : 00 AM, 
half an hou r after t he first on e . This tim e office r s and men go 
to th e ir stations more quickl y and smoot hly . Tro ops come off the 
decks on th e double . The rea s on for the second alarm turns out to 
be a four - motored British bomber which , despite r a in and l ow scud , 
flys a round us until about 4 : 00 PM. As she le aves, the bom~er dips 
lo w between the Texas and the Phi ladelphi a and ten disappea~s in 
th e mi s t to ward Ireland . 

The two "attack station" brought .tp~ first ac tion on our ship 
since the v oyage star t ed . Twice before we had s een act i on nearby -­
once a p l ane dropped a dep t h ch arge about ha lf a mile off our 
xtarboard stern , then , abou t half an hour l a ter , a destroyer dumped 
ov er a depth charge . Today , for the first ti me , we were part of 
the activity . 

* * * LONDON, JULY 10, 1942- - General Cl ark and General Eisenhower 
hol d sev eral conferences during the day to discuss preparations 
for the arrival of troops an d to enlarge their pl ans for future 
operations against the enemy . All efforts ~f the remainder of the 
staff are concentrated on one thing: making re ady for the arrival 
of the fi rs t units . 

-~ * 



SOMEWHERE IN THE ATLANTIC, JULY 11 , 1942 - -A British Catalina 
flying boat joins us ear ly this morning. It is clear and calm -­
the finest day sine~ we l eft Brooklyn ten days ago. Despite our 
proximity to l and ther e is not a single "attack alarm" all day . 
At 6:40 PM we sight land off our starboard--Irelandl Officer s and 
men crowd th e rails, looking through field glasses . Later , l and 
appears on our port side and we ' re told we are ente r ing the Irish 
Sea . 

About 7:00 PM two Britis h Hurri can e fighters come out to look 
us over and they dart about overhead for almost two hours . Before 
leaving us at dusk they dip dovm to about 200 feet and roar between 
the Monterey and the Texas . Just before dark we sight a British 
cruiser off our port and she blinks sign a ls to us . Since sighting 
land there is a more buoyant feelin g aboard sh i p . Everyone is 
eager to get ashore . 

* * * TIDWORTH, ENGLAND, JULY 11 , 1942- - General Clark accompanies 
Gener a l Eisenho we r to Ti dworth where they attend a demonstration 
by Britis h Airborne troops now c ompleting training in this re gion 
just north of Salisbury . The generals are accompanied by Colone l s 
Rooks and Lewis . Britain is bu ildin g up her g lider and parachute 
troops. Following the show , the gener al s confer with British 
officers at Salisbury. The party returns to London in the after­
n oon. 

Tro op transports bearing advance un it s of the II Army Cor p s 
to England will arrive tomor row , so , at 9 : 00 PM, General Qlark , 
Colonel Rooks and Lieutenant Barker depart for Glas gow by train . 

* * * 
GREENOCK, SCOTLAND, JULY 12 , 1942 -- At dawn the convoy is in 

the Firth of Clyde and we can see land on both sides . I n single 
file we move up the roadste ad , the Philadelphia le ad in g t he way, 
follo wed b y the Texas, then us, then th e Argentina , 'fille destroyers 
brin g up the r ea r . We make quite a flotilla. The channe l is fi l led 
with ships -- merchantmen , battlesh i ps, cruisers, destroyers and 
small boats . We pass two British submarines coming in f rom s ea duty . 

At 11:0 8 AM we drop anchor ju st off Gr eeno ck . The other three 
troop tr ansports have continued down the Irish Sea to Liv erpoo l 
and the delayed two - stacker is comin g in here later . 

Soon after we anchor General Clark, who h as come up from 
Lond on , boards t he ship from a launc h . He confers on A Deck with 
high Corps officers and then goes over to th e .l\rgentin a . He 
returns l a ter for furth er conferences . !'/lost of the officer s and 
men get th e ir first l ook at their Commanding Gener a l as th ey are 
linin g 1;ne rail s when ne ar r ives. 

At 4 : 45 PM small boats be g in remov i ng headquarters of the 
II Army Corps fro m the Monterey . Most of the g roup goes~ the 
Gre enock railroa d station dock aboaro the "Maid of Ori!,eans, 11 a 
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channel steamer that made five trips to Dunkerque to ev acuate 
British troops after t he Battle of t he Lowlands . She hau l ed 
2,000 men a trip. 

At Gre enoc k we board English tr a ins, six men to a compartment. 
At 9:45 PM, after b ein g s erv ed coffee and cookies by the Red 
Cross, we pull out for Engl and . Ju st before dark, which doesn 't 
come until al most midnight , we pass through Gl asgow . The tr ain , as 
was the Monte r ey , is blacked ou t a ll night. 

* * . * 
LONDON, JULY 12, 1942- - Colon e l Lewi s goes frcm London to 

Liver ·pool to mee t th e thr ee ships out of the convoy that put 
into that Lan ca shi r e por t. Most of th ese are engin eer ing and 
su pp l y tr oops and an advance detachment of the First Divisi on . 
Col onel Lewis geeet s these units for Genera l Cl ark , who, in th e 
evening, goe s fro m Greenoc k to Liv erp ool. 

* * * 
ENROUTE BY TRAIN TO TIDV/ORTH, JULY 13 , 1942--Our train 

p asses thrrugh Newcastl e , Kent (which is bad ly bombed ) and oth er 
English to wns durin g the night. We stop at Le icest er at 10:30 AM 
an d eat food served us on t he station platform by the British . 

At 3:38 PM we arrive at Lugershall and detrain to military 
mu sic by a British army band. We are taken by trucks and staff 
cars to 'J.'idworth where we are to b e quartered temporarily while 
our regular areas ar e being fixed for occupancy. Tempor ary 
quarters for the Army Corps are ab out midway between Andove r and 
Salisbury. 

Tidwor th is a permanent British army post so our quarters are 
fairly good . Off icers are living in Aliwal and Ass aye halls and 
the men are in barracks nearby . Most of the offic ers and men ge t 
the i r first ho t baths since lea v i ng I ndi antown Gap two weeks ag o. 
This area i s fille d with British troops, mostly t ank and airborne 
units . Wit h in the immediate vicinity are four RAF airdromes and 
planes, includin g many to wing glid ers, are overhead co nstantly. 
By dark, most of us are s e t up in our quarters. 

* * * LONDON, JULY 13 , 1942- - The staff compl etes arrangem ent s for 
recepti on of the newly-arrived troops at Tidworth. Genera l Clark , 
Col one l Rooks and Li eutenant Barker return to London in t he after­
noon from Liv erpool wher e Gene ral Clar k conferred with t he top 
officer s on each ship. These inclu ded Br i gadier Genera l Roosevelt 
of the Fi rst Divis i on . 

* * * 
TIDVIORTH, JULY 14, 1942--Th e staff sections set up their 

offices today and we begin funct io ning . Chase Nationa l Bank 
officials come t o chan ge Ame rican money into English and to 
arrange for t he opening of ban k accounts. We ge t our first chance 
to write V-Mail and info rm our familes t ha t we h ave arr iv ed s afely. 
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Officers begin making reconn ai ss ance trips so they can 

familiarize themselves wi t h the area- -L ongfo rd Cast le, Cowes ­
field, The Moat, Newhall and the genera l region in which we will 
be locat ed . 

General Clark addressed al l officers of the headquarters 
of t he II Army Cor ps for th e firs t time t oday . He outlined in 
genera l the task f ac i ng officers and men under his command. 

Approximat el y 180 officers were gathered in a gymnasium when 
the gene r al arr i ved from London . He s t ood on a long wooden ben ch 
so all officers might s ee as well as hear him as he gave a genera l 
picture of what pa rt our unit will play i n the war . He told u s 
we had t he honor of being the first American unit in England pro ­
per and added that t h i s had cer tai n advantages and disadvan t ages . 

"You are the advance ec he l on of the American Grou nd Forces 
in England , f 1b e -said. "There is opportunity for all of you . You 
a re i n on 'the ground f l oor. 11 

General 9lark, after pointing out this advance group is com­
posed of head quarters of th e I I Army Corps, he adquarters company , 
the 202nd Military Pol ic e and the s econd battalion of the 16th 
Inf antry of the 1st Division, stressed the need for the advance 
units to pre sen t a soldierly appearan ce and attitude and give 
th e British confidence in the American army . Thi s must be done, 
he added , by being meticulous in dress and military courtesy . 

"One of th e p aramount things we must show , 11 the general said , 
11is an attitude of cooperation . You are go in g to hear rumors about 
the British army. You must always r emembe r that we are fighting a 
common enemy and that that enemy i s promoting propaganda to 
undermine our faith in each other . 11 

General Clar k cited examp le s of t h is type of propaganda which 
he s a id was aimed at division of American and British opinion . He 
decla red complete coo per ation between ours e lves and the British is 
imperative . 

Exp l a i ning the European Theater of Operations , the gene r al 
said that General Eisenhower , Theat er Commander, ha s three 
branches under him : 1--Ground Forces, led by Gene r al Cl ar k; 2- ­
an Air Support Force , under General Spaatz , and 3--the Serv i ce 
of Supply , under General Lee . 

"The ground force is us , " th e gener al said . "Before us we 
have a trem endou s task . It involves toil and sacrifice and oppor ­
tunity." 

General Clark disclosed th a t since his ar r ival in Engl and he 
had been att ending important confer ences concerning the connnon 
task of .Americ an and British fo r ces . He praised the British and 



said plans were being made th a t he could not detail as yet . 

11 I can say," the general added, 11 that we are to be on the 
offensive--not th e defensive! 11 

Army Corps officers, standing at attention, overseas hats 
in hand, in a semi-circle before their Commanding General, 
listen ed att entively as they go t their first d irect indivation 
of what lies ahead. Because of the Army Corp 1 s i mportance , a 
large per e entege of those pre sent are field officers. The general 
explained the necess ity for such a large staff, say~ng a reinf­
orced Cor ps staff was needed and that he had augmented even that 
bec ause of the nature ani import ance of thetas~ ahe ad . That was 
the re ason , he continued, that conditions in our commAnd area 
are so crowded. This area is designed to accomodate about half the 
number of officers and men t hat wi ll be stationed her e . 

heturning to the subject of relations with the British and 
the position of the II Army Corps as the first American task 
force in England, Gener a l Glark stressed the necessity for exemp ­
lary conduct and soldi e rly appea r ance. He p r a i sed the deportment 
and dress of British enlisted men and officers and said we, as 
the advance echelon, must match th em, at least. He poi n ted to 
the need for saluting and reco gniz in g Br it ish r anks . 

The general disclosed that eventually the II Army Corps will 
occupy and contro l the ent ir e Southern Command area . British 
troops will be moved out of the entire area af t er our divisions 
relieve them. · 

General Slark discussed the problem of drinking and venereal 
di se a se . He sug gested that Americ an officers by - pa ss th e British 
custom of officers having cocktails at mid - d ay. Not being used to 
t h is cu stom , the general said American soldiers could do a better 
job -- be more alert and use their faculties to greater advant age -­
if they did not drink at le as t until t heir dut i es for t he d ay VJere 
discharged . He said British authorities opposed esta blishm ent of 
prophyilactic stations in to, •ms ne i ghbor i ng military areas and he 
sa id every possible step must be taken to keep the ven ereal 
disease rate at the l owest possible level . 

Regarding l oose talk and rumors, the general said that 
England , particularly i n the big cities, was filled with enemy 
agents . Military inform ation , he declared, should be discussed or 
exchanged only with responsible and competent offic ers with in 
reco gn ized units . He pointed out that particular care should be 
taken about discussing things military in ho t els and railroad 
trains. As to rumors, he repeated that many were started by enemy 
propagandists in an effor t to und ermine between Ame ricans ani 
Britishers the compl ete cooperation 11that is so vital and neces ­
sary . 

The general then ann ounced that chiefs of sections of the II 



Army Corps would be detailed to go to London on a staggered p lan 
so that they could confer with section chiefs of General Eisen ­
hower's staff. Other officers, he continued, would hRVe the same 
opportunity at a later date. 

General Clark concluded by requesting e a ch man to us e his 
initi at ive to the fullest extent. "Suggestions are welcome," he 
announced, "a nd I want every officer to feel free to come to 
either me or the Chief of staff with any particular prob le m or 
id ea ." 

In order that the officers might kno w th e II Army Corps 
Chief of Staff, General Clark had Colonel Rooks mount the bench 
beside him. He then explained that every officer in the head­
quarters had be en either hand - picked by himself or selected on 
reconmendations of high - r anking officers . 

When he concl uded speaking, General Clark requested that each 
officer pass by so th Rt he and Col om,l Rooks could meet him. Later , 
Brigadier General Roosevelt of the First Division stepped into the 
receiving line. Eac h officer pass ed by and introduced himself to 
the three men . Gener a l Cl ark spoke briefly to each man, asking 
him about his section and his particular interest. 

* 
TIDWORTH, JULY 15, 1942- - More troo ps arrive in the area today. 

Most of the m are l:!.ngineers, with the 342nd the larg est group , and 
supply outfits. They are quartered for the most part at North Tid ­
worth . 

As quarters are fixed up at Longford Castle and Cowesfield, 
officers begin moving out. Some officers are assigned as liaison 
men between General Eis enhower's ETOUSA staff in London and 
Genera l Clark ' s headquarters at the Castle . Reconnaissance of 
the area will be continued until all officers have had an oppor­
tunity to loo k over the new quarters and the gener al terrain. 

On the he e l s of General Cl nrk's speech, officer patrols are 
put out to check on the appearance and military courtesy of our 
men . We cover a five-mile~ rcle around Tid worth , mRking sure the 
soldiers are neat, are carrying their gas masks and th nt th ey are 
s aluting and being courteous to British off icers and enlisted men . 
Some of the officer patrols · go out as far as 12 mile s . At ni gh t 
we live under blackout condittons. 

General Cl a rk makes his first talk to enlisted men tod ay , 
addressing the Second Batta lion of the 16t h Infantry, 1st Division, 
the advance group of combat tro ops . The 1st Divis ion wa s the first 
division over in the l Rst war and it is fir s t again, Gener a l 
Clark tells the a t tentiv e men . He tells th em that suc h a record 
is an honor that he knows they will aive uup to. 

--
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"I know you men want to fight ," the gene ral says . "You 1 re 
ove r here bec ause you want to f i gh t. And you're go in g to ge t a 
chance to fight ! 11 

The general also d i scusses the v e nere a l d i sease probl em, 
stressing t .o the men the need of fi tn ess for battle . He advises 
them also, as the highest p a id soldiers in t he world, to save as 
much money as possib l e . American sold i ers , he points out , are 
pa i d from four to five times as much as any oth er so l d i e r in the 
world. There is hardly anything you can buy here in Eng l and and 
you won't be able to buy anything in c ombat , he tells them . Her e 
is your ch ance to s ave money . Make out a ll otments or bu y war 
bonds. Then you wi l l have something to fall back on when the war 
i s over and you return to civ i li an life . 

I n discussing military court esy , the General tell s t he 1st 
Division troops that ju s t about every t h in g in England is ration ed . 
"But," he adds, 11s a lut es aren ' t ration ed . Give lots of them . I 
don 1 t want you running out of them to ward the end of the week!" 

The men laugh and then , as he concl udes his t alk , they form 
a line and pass by t o sh ake hands with t he ir Commanding General. 
The gene r a l talks to each man individually . He tells th em, as he 
tol d the officers, that he wants t he ir id eas and th a t the y should 
f ee l free to come to him or to Colo nel Rooks wit h su gges tions. 

It is the general ' s p lan to meet al l th e men under his com­
mand , to t ry and know them p ersonally as far as po ssible, to 
know how they feel and to instill in them c onf idence and a 
figh ting spir i t . 

* 
TIDVIORTH, JULY 16 , 1942- - Reconnaiss ance of the area we are 

to occupy i s canp l eted tod.ay by headq u arters officers. Movements 
from Aliwal and Assaye ba rr acks incre ase as officers go to the 
Cast le are a or to Cowesf ield. • 

American troops be g in marching the roads of Eng l and for the 
first time as the advance infantry battalion makes an eight mile 
hik e wit h packs and rifl es . Alrea dy the companies a r e picking up 
Engl is h mascots -- dogs predominating. 

Offi cer patro ls are increased , an afternoon sh ift bein g put 
on to check our men on dress , military court e sy and whether or 
not they are carrying their gas masks . The rule is l a i d down 
that any off ic er or man must carFJ his mask if he i s so far from 
his barracks that he can't r each the re sp irator in 15 minutes . 
Tha t time i s se t since th e English have found th ey normal l y have 
at le a st th at much warning before a r aid . 

* .:, 
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LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 16 , 1942 --G eneral Cl ark hopes to have 
divisions r ep r esenting eve r y segment of the army join together in 
the continental assault wh en i t comes . For that re aso n he expects 
to h ave at l ea st t he 1st Div is ion, which is a re gu lar army outfit; 
the 36th , a Nationa l Guard division , and th e ??th , composed prin ­
cipally of selectees , with him for the first blow . 

"I n tha t way, 11 the general exp l a ins, "We1 11 have every com­
p onent -- Regu l ar Army, Reserves, National Guard and Sel e ctees -­
joining in the miss i on . I pa r t icul arly wanted t he ??th so that 
sele c tees wil l realize th at one of th e ir own outfits is getting 
a chance to fight . 11 

The ??th i s one of the Gene r al 's p r oducts- - bui lt f rom the 
grmn d up by h i m while he was Chief of Staf f of the Army Ground 
For ces. He cl a ims it is one of the bes t div i sions in t he army . 

General Cl ark ' s hope to h ave the ??th i n th e fi rs t ma jor 
Eur opean enga gement was born whil e he was at Camp Jackson , N. C. 
He had gone there wi th Gener a l Marshall and Lord Mountbatten f or 
a review. When the ??t h Di visio n pass ed , General Clark watched it 
wi th p r ide and t hen went to Genera l Marsh all and told him he 
thou ght it would be a fine th in g if a selectee division could be 
pa rt of the Europe an Task Fo r ce from th e sta rt. Gene ral Cl ark ex ­
plain ed that many selectees s eemed t o f ee l their divisions wer e 
f ar down the action hierarch y and t h at the Regv.l ar Army and 
National Guard div ision s would ge t fo rei gn servic e whi l e they 
would not be called upon but would remain i n the United States . 
As a mora l e fac t or and because of h i s fait h in the new d i visions , 
General Cl ar k suggested th at a division made up principa l ly of 
se l e ct ees be g iven a chance to join the fir s t forc e . 

General Marshall repli ed he t hough t it was an ex ce llent id ea 
and asked General Clark, who at the ti me did not know he was going 
to take connnand of th e U.S . Ground Forces in Europe , what div i s ion 
he wruld r ecol!llllend. General Cl ark said h i s first cho ic e v,ould be 
the 77th . 

The general also d iscu ss ed tod ay the possibilit y of brin gi ng 
over an other regul ar div i sion -- the 3rd , famed Rock of the Marne 
Division . Li ke the 1s t , it h a s had amphib i ou s t r ain ing . 

LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 17 , 1942 -- This pictu r esque , h i sto ric 
castl e thr ee mil es southeast of Salisbury , Wilts h ir e , is the 
headquar ter s of the II Army Corps and i t will be until operat ions 
have progressed to a po i nt whe re we can move onto the continent . 

Here in this five -tu rreted , thr ee - storied mass of s ton e i s 
the hear t of the Army Corps commande d by General Cl ark . Al l 
offic es are on the third f l oor . They are converted dr ess in g and 
bedrocros . 



( No army ever had a mor e unusual Command Post . The castle, 
s e at of the Lord of Radnor, has b een leased by the United States 
Army. Its construction startfed in l f588thand thtel da
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stone in the cen t er arch in ront o e cas e s • e \5v 

manor , formerly on th i s s i te , was built in 116 6 but it and the 
estate were los t through gambling about 1574 by t he l a st of the 
Serving t ons. It was bought from John Webb , the winnin g gambler , 
by Sir Edward Gor ge s. His brother, who succeeded him, built the 
cast l e as a replica of the c a stle of Uranienberg--a trian gle 
wi th a tow er on ea ch corn er and an op en court in the center. 
Later occupants added t wo to wers and built in the ope n court . 
The building of the ori gin al c astle was fin ance d thr ough go ld 
and silver bars t aken off a wrecked Spani sh ga lleon . 

The castle is saturated with h i s tory . Sir Oliver Cromwell 
almost paid wit h J:>.is li fe when he took it in 1645 . It ha s house d 
k i ngs and dukes and lord s . The c astle, as it now stands, was 
canpleted about 1840 . The present Lord Radnor (the seventh) is 
living in one se ction of it, that part being of f limits to army 
personnel. 

The Gorg e s so l d the c as tle and Longford Par k ,. th e tr emendous 
meado wed and hilled area surroundin g it , to Sir Edward De s 
Bouv eries in 1717. From h i m it ha s de sce nded to the present o¥mer . 
The Ear lship was cr eated in 1765 . Between t he Gorges and t he 
Radnors, the castle was occupied by the Lords Colerane , the f irst 
one of which II choak' d ende avour i ng swa llo w the rump of a Turky . 11 

Henry, the s ec ond Lord Col e rane, b rough t stone carv ing s, marble­
to pped tab l es and oth e r pieces of art fr om It a ly to embellish 
the ca stle . That action r esu lted in Longford Castl e being a 
virtual museum th a t to day .,houses paintings by su ch artists as 
Gainsborough, Sir Thomas ~eynolds, Vel azq u ez , Van Dyck and Hol b ien. 

The ca st l e is set at t he bottom of a di sh-lik e valley . 
Direct l y be h ind it, eas t ward, f l ows a branch of t he River Avon . 
This p lacid str eam is re putedly th e f i nest tr out brook i n England . 
Dire c tly on the south s ide of the ca s tl e is a huge fonn a l gard en 
which, b ecaus e of the food scarci t y , is now p l anted in onionsi 
Beside t he front driv e a re l awn tennis court s and farth er fowward 
is a bro ad meadow i n whic h ho rs es and cows graz e peacefully . 

What inco ng ru i ty- - between th~ qui e t ca ttl e , down the main 
l ane approac h ing th e 6astle, c runoflauged British lorr i es and 
Amer ic an __ trucks rumble; overhead, th ere is an occ as ion al Spit­
fire of Hur ric ane Fighter or a Whitl ey Bomber; with in the trim 
but weatherbeaten Ca stle, war plans are b eing made . 

On the nort t side is a wood. Beneath the tre es Ni ssen huts 
(igloos) and tents are ri s in g to house he adquarters troo ps . 
Su rroun di ng buildings are b ein g re - furbi shed so they can quar ter 
office r s . 

( Our head quarter s on the t h ird f l oor are reached t h rou gh a 
maze ' of twi st in g halls . In p lac es the walls are thr ee f ee t thick. 

r 
c. ...... 

~ -



-- · 
Quite a bcrnb she l terl 

Offices are being set up along an angular hallway that runs 
fran the southwes t turret to t he southeast turre t, as follows : 
Chief of Staff ' s office , und er Colon e l Rooks; the Commanding 
Gener a l, General Clark; Secretary of the General Staff, Li eutenant 
Colon el Hewitt; G- 3, troop movement and miscellaneous section ; 
G- 3 , executive office, Colonel Ferenbaugh; G- 2 , cou nt er intellig ­
ence; G- 2 , map r oom and executiv e office , Colonel Howard; G- 3 , 
c l erks and files; G- 3, operations and training sub - section ; Liaison 
off i ce , Li eutenant Colonel Sloane ; Air Officer , Colone l Gal e ; 
G-1 , Colonel Markoe; Art i llery Section , enlisted; Artill ery 
Se ction , execut i ve, Colonel Lewis; Adjut an t General!s Office , 
Col one l Be rtho l f . The G- 4 section, und er Colonel Adcock , is the 
only one on the right hand side of th e hal l, be in g oppo site the 
offic e of th e s e c retary of the Gene ra l Staff . 

There are sub - offices up in the towers . Other offic es , such 
as the ant i- aircraft, anti - tank , chap l a in , etc ., ar e out in the 
hu t s under t he t r ees. The Si gn al section , tinder Colone l Tully, 
i s just off the Cas tle foyer on the ground tloor , Code rooms , 
the t e l ephone swi t chboard and other sections are be in g set up 
in covenien t spo t s wi t hin the Castl e . 

Some off i cers wi ll have quarters wit h in the Castle itself . 
Oth e rs , inclu d i ng General Clark who is at New Hall, a quarter of 
a mile away , are quarted in buildin gs fairly c l ose by . 

One of the most int eres ting spots in the castle is the court , 
which is l i ke a foyer wi th a ba l cony surrounding it . Around the 
b alcony are ijung oil paintings by such famous art i sts as Rubens , 
Poussin, Mir eveldt , Franz Hals, Janss ens , Gheeraedt s , Hans Ewouts, 
Zuccaro , Lucas de Heere , Li evens and Van Dyck . There are also 
knick - knac k cabinets fill ed with miniatures , mos aics , ra re China 
and other objects of art, This part of the castl e is ope n to 
officers . 

Lord Radnor ' s quart ers , in the southwest t ower , have had most 
of the famous paintings moved in t o them . These irtlude portra i ts 
of a ll the Lad i es of Radnor. All of them were p ainted by either 
Sir Thoma s Reynolds , Ga insborough or Hudson . Just off the cou r t 
balcony is an art sal on that ha s more than a hundred paintings, 
including one by the fam ed Spaniard, Vela zquez . 

The c a st l e was built to be a city within itself . It i nclud e s 
a chap el, a hu ge p i ctu re - lined dining hall, billiard and game 
rooms , a gi ant kitc he n , a nursery tower and sa l ons and chambers 
too numer ous to be counted . 

This , then , is the headquarte r s of th e II Army Corps . General 
Clark sa ys that every tim e a door is opened he expects to s ee an 
armored knigh t come clankin g toward him4 

* 



L6NGFORD CASTLE, JULY 18 , 1942 - -General Cl ark le aves for 
London to at t end conferences that he expects ~o· be the most 
important to date . The major to p ic v1ill be ho w and when a Second 
Front will be opened . The general's only companion on this trip 
is Colon e l Hewitt , Sec re tary of the General Staff . 

Movement of II Army Corps headquart e rs offic er s fro m Tidworth 
to th e Cas tle , Cowesfield , The Moat and other permanent quart er ing 
areas incre as e s . General Clark plans on bein g in London for several 
days. The conference, primari l y , will be betw een Americans . A 
speci al del ega tion has arrived from the United States. 

* 
LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 19, 1942 - -Col onel Rooks h as all sections 

org an i zing the i r offic e s so headquar t ers will be operatin g full 
blast by th e time Gene ra l Clark returns . Carpenters and electricians 
are busy putting i n el ec t rical fixtures and getting the offic es in 
working shape . Telephones are b e in g install ed and map bo ard s hung . 

On the telephon e system betw een units , the Castl e will be 
known as "Tornado. The other code names are "Te apo t " for Cowes ­
field, t he h ead quarters of the II Army Corps headqua r t er 1 s eng i n­
eers, and "Trade v1ind" for Tidworth , our rear echelon . We have a 
d i rect line i nto "Tempest , " code name for the London he adquarters . 

A ijizeable s taff of I I Army Corps officers have b een stationed 
p ermanently i n London to do liaison work with General Eisenhower's 
staff . The Anny Corps' London staff is und er Col one l Slocum , 1 A'~ 
de pu t y Chi ef of Staff . JL ,Y'f 

-:i- {t '.t S'l'f., r,l,t 

LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 20 1 1942 -- Ear l y t h is morning we have 
our f ir st air ra i d alarm since arr i v al . i'he siren s on the Castle 
wail about dawn . Other s i rens are gett in g our men up in the other 
areas . I t is qui te misty and we can see no t hing but overhead we 
can hear t he motors of a few p l anes . Not hi ng hap pens and the al l ­
cl ear comes ab out 6 :4 0 AM. Later we l earn t ha t a German pl ane f l ew 
ove r Sali sbur y, apparen tl y on its return f rom bombi ng a more 
westerly t arge t. 

Organization work uontinu tis at headquarters . Huge maps of 
England and the Europe Bn coa s t along the Engli sh Channel have be en 
put up in most of t he offices . The wall s of Genera l Cl ark ' s office 
are cov ered wi t h maps , inc l ud i ng on e t ha t shows the l oca t ion and 
makeup of the v arious German unit s al ong the European coast . 

More offi c er s move into the Cast l e area as ca r penters f i nish 
remode li ng work and pl umbers g et toi l et and bath i ng facil i t i es 
i ns t al led . 

Not hing defin i t e comes down concerning the London conferences . 
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We learn however that Gen eral Marshall, Admir al King, 
Hopkin s and Stev e Early are over for th e Sec ond Front 
ence. 

* * * 
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LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 21, 1942 --Prep aration s of II Army 
Corps headquarters are complete, basically, s o order s ar e i s sued 
to move th e rest of the officers and enlisted men into their more - tf_l 
or-less perman en t quarte rs tomorrow. '-" 

" /,r· r,l Offic e rs working in head quart e~s are living in on e of five 
places : at New Hall, where Genera l Clark and his chiefs of 
secti on live; in t he Castle itself; at Bothey House and the 
Agent's House , t wo fairly lar ge bric k buildings near the Cast le, 
and at The Moat, a brick st ructur e abou t a mile away . Troops of 
Head qua rt ers Detachme nt and Head qu art er s Company liv e almost in 
t he shadow of t he Cas tl e . Themmen have quarters in brick outbuild ­
in gs , wooden huts and I gloo s. 

* 
LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 22, 194 2-- Headquarters officers , lo aded 

do~n wi th l uggage , begin arriv in g soo n af ter dawn to set up in 
t he ir new qua rt ers . They are hous ed anywhere from two to six men 
to a r oom. Toil e t facilities are adequate and th er e is plenty of 
hot water . 

Officers ri g up t hei r ovm cl os e ts, arrange thei r rooms with 
rugs and kn ick-kn acks and by noon they h ave t he i r quar t e rs look ing 
qui i;e homelike . However, th e foot lockers , wh ich left us al most a 
month ago, haven 't sho wn up ye t and most of the of f ice rs and men 
are short on pe rs ona l things and have run up against a t ough 
l aund ry problem . Third th i rd floor of the Castle is bus t ling as 
of ficers and clerks begin f illin g up offices . 

* * * 
LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 23, 1942--Headquarters of the II Army 

Corps be gins to operate on more or less full scale today. Offices 
of the v arious sections are finally ar r anged and papers begin 
flowing f rom section t o se ction. Things are b egi nning to hum. 

Because th e Cas tl e mess h all--the former dinin g room of lords 
and l adies -- wi ll seat only app roxi mat el y 70 officers, we h ave 
double sittings for all me al s : 7 : 00 and 7: 30 for br e akf ast; noon 
and 12: 45 PM for lu nch , and 6 : 00 and 6:45 for dinn e r. All offi ces 
open at 8 :0 0 AM and ope r ate straight through until 5 : 30 or 6 : 00 
PM. 

Senior and Ju nior Staff Duty Of ficers are appointed , sen t r~es 
are placed around h ea dquarters and we go on Command Post scale. 
Air r aid instructions come out and to insure our security every - -
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officer and man must show his id en tification card when entering 
headquarters . Plane lookouts are put on a 24-hour watch on the 
Castle towers and quick -to-c hallenge sentries patrol the area 
quite heav il y at night . 

* 
LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 24 , 194 2--Th e tempo arou nd headquarters 

quickens as officers and enlisted personnel get sett le d in the ir 6 
sections . I n the afternoon Gene ra l Cl ark and Col one l Hewitt return 
from the London confer ences. The general plunges into conferences 
with various h i gh -r ank i ng officers but he i s goi ng to wai t until 
tomorrow to d isclose what occured regardin g the Seco nd Front p l an . 

* * * 
LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 25 , 1942 --G eneral Cl ar k, in a hi ghly­

secret meeting at t ended only by t he e i gh t top - ran ki ng colonels 
of the II Army Corps, detai l ed today t he world - wide import ance 
of conf erences he has been att ending i n London since July 17. 
He disc los ed that the Second Front probably will not be opened 
until the spring of 1943 . 

In his map-li ned off ic e , the general told of the arr iv al of 
an American delegation desirous of seeing the Western European 
front open ed in 1942 to take pressure off the Russians . I n 
cli ppe d sentences he told his officers of the tense arguments for 
and against offen s ive action on our part this fall. He detailed 
what occured during the conferences . At int erva l s , Prime Mini ster 
C hurc hil l wa s consulted . 

The American delegation , which includes General Marsha ll; 
Admiral Kin g , chief of U. S . Naval Operations; Harry Hopkins , 
special assistant to President Roosevelt , and Presidential Sec ­
reta ry Stephen Early , came ov er preponderantly in favo r of opening 
the Se cond Front this fall . 

The British command, General Marshall and Gener al Clark 
realize we are not yet prepared for the continental assault which , 
under th ff most favorable conditions , will be an extremely hazardous 
operation. If it callle th i s fall it woul d h ave to be made wi t h an 
insufficient force th at would lack th e necessary amphib i ou s train ­
ing and complete and proper l and in g equipment . 

The Second Front decision has not yet be en definitely made 
bu t it look ed when he departed yes terd ay , the gene r al said , as 
though the attack wi ll come about April 1 , 1943 . Gener a l Clark 
is returning to London to morrow to continue the conferences . 

"It l ooks as though SLEDGEHAMMER, the name of our 1942 
operation , will not take pl ace, 11 the general said . "Inste ad we 
wil l concentrate, from now on , every minute of the day and night , 
on prepar i ng for ROUNDUP, our 1943 operation . " 
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The crux of the entire prob l em is the Russian situation. 
Everyone fee l s, the general explained, that somethin g should be 
done to re l ieve German pressu r e on the Russians . An assault on 
the French coast by combined British and Americ an forces could be 
made to withdraw some German divisions f'rom the Eastern front. 

The coming four months will be the crucial ones . If Russia 
c an ho l d on unti l winter se t s in , the pos i tion of the United 
Nations will be fa i r l y good . When the si:ring of 1943 comes , pl ans 
and trainin g for the opening of the Second Front will be complete . 
But , i n the event Russia collapses , Germany will, by next spring , 
be able to conso l idate and hold wha t she has in Russia and with ­
draw scores of divisions to opp ose the continental inv asion . 

The point of view of t hose in favor of opening th e Second 
Front this year is that we may never have an opportunity for 
invasion th an we have now with Germany putting on a furious 
Russian dr i ve . 

When asked for his opi nion, Gen era l Clark said he told the 
conference that "we can• t go in there with f ea ther dusters . " He 
explained the problem, as far as his Ground Forces are concerned , 
from a purely mi l itary point of view . The general outlined a 
hypothet i cal cas e . 

If we made the assault on September 15, the general told the 
conference, all we could count on using would be the 34th Division , 
now i n I reland . I t has had no amphibious training; it lacks anti ­
a ircr af t suppor t ; i t has no tanks . The First Armored Division, 
also in Ireland, woul dn't be ab l e to go into the invasi on with all 
its equi pment . Nor would any of the other un its sche du led to be 
in the Europe an '!:heate r by that date . 

Getting the men and e quipment together, the general explained , 
is a tou gh problem. There is also the all-imp ortant matter of 
invasion bo Rts. These, he said , will not •be ready by September 15 . 

It was decided, tentatively , th a t SLEDGEHAMMER would not 
take pl uce . However, Genera l Clark , with General Mars ha ll's 
approval , hed already cabled the War Depa rt ment asking that the 
1st Division be here in complete strength by August 20th. It was 
decided to let th e ord e r stand , de sp ite the tentative decision. 
Gener a l Mar shal l said he thou gh t th e 1st Division, whic h has been 
trained in amphibious work , ought to come over as soon as possible , 
even thou gh it would mean t aking approximately 20,000 SOS troops 
out of the August convoys. It was decided to alert the 1st Div­
ision and several other uni ts , including signal, med ic al and an 
Eng inee r Boat Brigade . 

"After four d ays and four nights of conferences during which 
we studied the globe lookin g for all possible points of attack 
and figuring what we could use, we ag reed that SLEDGEHAMMER (the 
1942 operation) was i mposs ible, 11 Gener al Cla -rk declared. 
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"I think that probably is the way the decision is going to 
stand . We must now concentrate all our work on ROUNDUP which is 
the 1943 operation . I f Russia collapses it is not difficult to 
see t hat by next sp ring ROUNDUP may be impos s ible of execution , 
We'll know by October or November , If November comes and the 
Russi an army is dissipated, the entire pl an must be ch ange d. That 
would make it possible for Germany to d isperse 100 divisions along 
the inv a sion coast and it ww ld re move the poss ibility of the in­
vasion b eing executed successfully. We would hav e to go somewhere 
else. That could be GYMN.AS~, the operation in vo lving inv a sion of 
the North African coast . 11 

The General said the European Theater of Operations had pro­
mised the British it would build up a lar ge amphibious force with 
six or seven divisions as soon as pos s ible. We are also connnitted 
to protecting the Southern Connnand section of England which, the 
general said, is at present rather lightly held, a fact of gre at 
concern to the British . 

Puring the CD nference v1ith his section chiefs, General Clark 
stressed several times that "we must put all our ene r gy and plan ­
ning into ROUNDUP. He said he want ed ideas and outlines from all 
officers on how they thought training could best be carried out 
and how the invasion might be made . 

'Phe general outlined one dram atic occurence at the London 
conference . It was when he was · asked by General Marshall, Admiral 
King and Harry Hopkins what American Ground Forces could do to 
alter the situation if f i gh ti ng developed to a point where the 
collapse of Russia app eared i mmin ent . 

Should the war reach such a crucial point, the general re ­
plied, an inva s ion in the vicinity of Cherbourg would have to be 
executed des p it e the l ack of lan din g equipment and scarcity of 
American troops with amphibious trainin g . We must do everything 
we can to s ave Russia . The Cher bourg area--alth ough heavily fort­
ified and held- - would be particularly lo gi cal as an invasi on point 
bec ause the c:ros sing would be relativ e ly short and, hence, troop­
l anding boats could be used with gre a ter frequency. 

The gener a l told the leaders of the second Front conference 
that he was all in favor of doi ng something if the Hussian s it ­
u at ion is as black as President Roos evelt and other wor l d leaders 
think it is , However , he added, opening of the Second Front at an 
early date means that the brunt of the invasion must be borne by 
the Briti s h since it is someth in g the United States will be able 
to conti'±bute v ery 11 ttle tow ard until the spring of 1943 . 

Americ an troops that could go into an invasion task th is f al l 
would h ave little or no a ir sup port, insuf f icient ant i - aircraft , 
automatic weapons or tan ks . Gener al Clark outlined to Admiral King 
and Mr, Hopkins the time and space factors involved in getting 
American troops re ady for t he European invasi on in 1942 . He told 
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the men frankly that American Grou nd Forc es couldn't possibly do 
anything before ea rly October . 

An invasi on a r ound Septemb er 15 had be en menti oned and the 
general said that would be impossible . 1'he 34th Divis i on is shy 
two brigadier generals . The 1st Armored Divi sion hasn ' t its fu l l 
equipment . the 1st Division, having just arrived by that date , 
won't have its materiel . The invasi on would invo l ve long practice 
to get the divisions, supporting troops and the Navy working as a 
harmonious team . 

The general was then asked if this small invasion force could 
be ready to attack by October 1, He pointed out th is was only 15 
days more and that the p roblem was so tremendous that that short 
amount of time would make littl e d iffer ence . 

"The British , " ~eneral EHark told his se ction chiefs , "feel 
we can ' t do anythin g on a l ar ge sc a le this year so that is the way 
I think the decision will stand . We have only eight to n ine months 
to prepare for the invasion and tha t is little enough time . Every 
day counts and we must devote all our energy to prep arations . 11 

The general annoo.nced one division -- th e lst - - would arriv e in 
August , two in September and two i n October . He said mother 
armored division was necessary and must be brought over as soon as 
possible. The invasi on divisions , he said , must have two combat 
teams each . These teams, which would attack the coast side by side , 
"must have been trained and trained and trained . " 

"'When we train for this i nvasion, 11 he said , 11the forces must 
use the same boa t s , the same ai r support , the same automatic 
weapons that they will use i n the actual inv as i on . They must carry 
cooiplete equipment -- ammuniti on, gaso line , food, everything. They 
must rehearse and rehearse again . They must be perfect. 

"This can and must be done! 11 

The general said amphibious training centers v1ill be estab­
lished so t he divisions can go directly into t h ose areas and plunge 
into training immediat e ly . He suggested that the best spot was 
Northern Ireland. The genera l wants all amphibious training sectors 
under h is control. He sa i d training would proceed until the J,me r ­
ic an forces , with navy support , crossed the Irish Sea and made a 
mock attack on the Ayrshire co a st. British forces encamped there 
would furnish the defense . A merciless criti11J.ue would follow . 

"Tr aining like that is what we are sho oting for ," the general 
declared. "We can 1 t do anything unless we have rehearsed on a full 
scale and unless we are perfect . Every division that comes over must 
be trained to a fine peak and it must be arranged so they get their 
feet wet . " 

Gene ral Clark speculated on whether it wouldn 1 t be wisest to 
have all U. S. divisions land in Ire l and so the y could go immedi a tely ... 
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into ri go r ous amphibious tr ain i ng . If this trainin g was carried 
on in Eng land, German pl anes woul d "smack our pants off and we'd 
lose our bo ats and men, 11 the general continue d . He s aid this 
amphibious trai n in g in more i s olat ed Nor th er n I r el and would take 
three or f'our intensive week s . Graduation would be the "inv as i on " 
across the Iri sh Sea . Gener al Clark said Admir a l Hallett and 
General Dre w, of the British Navy and Army, were ea ger to ass i st 
in such tr ain ing. 

The Genera l said he had re qu ested t ha t Col one l "Mi ke" 
O'Daniel, U. S. amphibious expert , be p laced in direct char ge of 
such tr ain i ng . The initial inv ad in g f'orce wil l have to b e trained 
on the the ory that it will make a ship - to - shore l and in g . The 
second wave of troops , goin g over after we h ave a foothold on the 
continent, should be ab le t o move fro m shore - to-shore with ships 
pullin g into docks that probably would be unde r bombardment , 

Genera l Cl ark said t he Hi ggins invasi on boats had no t yet 
arrived . He adde d these ve sse ls were not r ea ll y adequate since 
they cou ld be set afi re with inc endiarie s . The bi g bottl eneck in 
inva s i on pl ans is in obtainin g t he proper type of l anding craft . 

The chiefs of s e ction were told that t hey must make persona l 
reconnaissance of' possible areas f or amphibious trElini ng . This 
must b e done i mmediat ely , th e ge n eral observed . ¼hen di v isio ns 
arrive th ey must go thr ough hardening process e s and small un it 
tr aining . "I want t hem to make 25-mile marches rep ea t edly , at 
least once a week , 11 the general said . "This wi l l b e f'ollowed by 
amphibious trai ning and finally combined t ra inin g . 

The general sai d troo ps must be instill ed wit h a f eel i ng of 
security in their artillery and that pla n s must be made f'or the m 
to practice with live fire goin g over th e ir heads . Colonel Lewis , 
a rtill e r y of'ficer , told the ge ne r al t hes e shel ls could be laid 
dovm with i n bursting range of t he in fan try . Gene r al Cla rk said some 
of the men woul d get hi t and some woul d be k ill ed but that such 
tr aining was neces s ary . These al most -r eal "wars" wou ld also brin g 
Air - Grou nd coope r ati on •. 

11'fh ese men must learn to fight und er r ea listic cond itions - ­
the y must le arn to dig in, 11 the general said , "They must dig in, 
by God, ev ery tim e th ey stop. I ' m not being hard - hearted, I ' m 
do ing th e men a ~avor . bn their toug hness depends t he ir liv es and 
t he winn in g of th e war . · 

Genera l Cl ark said his chf afs of sec tion s must get to gethe .r 
and decide t he nature of th e train ing p rogram . He said that today 
he had seen General Loyd , head of t he British South ern Command , 
and Genera l Creagh, commander of' the Hampshi r er,Dorset district, 
ani th at he had discussed with th em the pr oblems of tr a ining in 
this area. "I told them ," th e general recounted , "that I want to 
be as fair as p os s ibl e but th a t tr ai nin g is i mperat ive and noth i ng 
must stand i n it s way . " 
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The ~eneral said that when the 1st Division arrives and 
t akes over the Southern CommAnd ar ea now held by the 38th British 
Division , the transfer must take place in an ord erly manner and 
th a t t he division must make arrangements to billet itself . He said· 
the British woul d leave "odds and ends of overage troops" to aid 
in the transition from Britis h to Ame ric an protection . 

As to the 1st Division's use, General Clark declared "you 
can bet your bottom dollar that the 1s t will be in on the assault. 11 

He said he thou gh t the jump - off would come next April . 

Turning to the problem of logistics, the gene r al said the 
SOS had promised 100 per cent sup po rt in the matter of construct ­
ion and supply . He said he had been a stound ed at the SOS work 
already done . The pro blem of food, especially when inv as ion comes , 
wa s discussed and General Glark stressed the need for Drat.ions 
and K rations, the new , concentrated , li ghtwe ight foo d . He s a id 
that whenever orders were made , they should be made big . "Take 
anything you ca.l'l ge t , 11 he counselled . "You c an nev er t e ll wha t 
we are go in g to need. 11 General Littlejohn of SOS wi ll sit ·&n on 
ration discussions . 

Returning to the invasi on problem, t he ge ner a l said that 
troops would h av~ ~o be trained to l and against al l types of ob ­
stacles . He said G- 2 reports show that Germans have t he European 
coast lined with p i lings, mines , barbed wire and other obstacles . 
He told of a visit he made to the Dover coast and of a British 
anti-invasion device whereby oil pipes run dovm to the surface of 
the channel . In event of invasion, the pipes wi l l pour oil over 
the waters and it will be i gn it ed as the en emy 's assault boats 
approach . 

11}':ou can count on all sorts of heinious devices , " he s a id . 
11We must be prepared for anything. You can all start worrying and 
thinking of the answers to how we are goin g to solve these problems . 
There are many solutions. 11 

The problem of distributing troops in the Southem Command 
was brought up and Colonel Ferenbaugh s aid the limit was 11 
divisions in this particular area. He s aid opposition was already 
being expressed by English residents to the movi ng in of so many 
troops . Col one l Adcock said a r rangements had been made to put two 
divisi ons in South Wales. He added th at reconnaiss ance had been 
made in the Western Command area but t hat there h ad been quibbling 
between the Br itish officers on our right to survey the area for 
possible camp and trainin g sites . 

Col onel Ferenb augh said the British are somewhat confused 
because they h ave to deal with t v10 American uni ts -- the I I Army 
Corps and sos. He suggested our plans be coordin ated before we 
appro ach the British with them . 
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'!'he 1st Division is scheduled to be staged at Tid worth, 

th en moved down to relieve the 38th British Divis i on in the 
Poole-Bourn emouth area . The n ext staging area will be at Oxford 
where two divisions are scheduled to arrive. 

General C lark has f'our ma jor appointm ents to day -- with 
Generals Loyd and Cre agh , sep a rat e ly; wit h Lord Radnor, owner 
of Longford and our neighbor - host, and Air Vice Marshall and 
Air Commander Rowle y of the 10th Figh t er Group , RAF. Stephen 
Earl y was scheduled to visit head quarters at 3 PM but the visit 
was c ancelled when General Clark wa s requested to be in London for 
conf'erences at 10 AM tomorrow . 

* * 
LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 26 , 1942 - -ueneral Clark go es to London 

alone to attend the ne w session of the Sec ond Front conference. He 
does not expect the meetings to last lon g and he has a fe eling that 
plans h ave been changed. 

~e spi te the fact it is Sund ay, headquarters in i n f'ull oper­
ation . The plan is to g ive each off i cer and man a day a week off , 
but the days are going to be sta gg ered so th e progress of our work 
won't be int errupted . There's no time to waste and there will be 
no half - holid ays or le aves . 

Before going to London, General Cl ark discusses the necessity 
of coope ra tion between Air and Ground Forces. lie says he ha s told 
Gener al Spaatz that it will be necessary for the grou..d ~omanue r 
vO exercise con t rol of close support air op erations when the 
invasion comes. To eff ect this cooperation between Genera l Spaatz 
and himself, General Clark has sent for Brigad i er General C1mdee 
wh o will unify the work of the 8th Air Supp ort Command and the II 
Army Corps . General Candee will set up his headqu arters in the 
vicinity of the Castle so t here wil l be close contact between air 
and ground f orces . 

The general also discuos es that he has definiteiy s ele cted 
Colonel 0 1Daniel to he ad the amphibious tr aining program . The 
Colonel fought in the World War be s ide General Clark who at that 
time wa s coounanding Company K of the 11th Inf'antry Regimen1:,. When 
General Cl ark wa s wounded by shra pne ~~ . Qglonel 0 1Daniel took ove r 
command and won the D. S . ~ in the ~ - For the p ast f'ew months 
Colonel 0 1Daniel h a s b een heading up amphi b ious and commando 
training und e r Gene ral Clark at Ground For ce he adquart e rs in Wash ­
in g ton . The colonel is alrea dy in Engl and and Gene r a l Cl ar k ha s 
written Gen eral Mc Nair asking that he be allowed to remain here 
on grounds that amphibious tr ain i ng over here i s mor e crucial 
th an si mil a r trainin g in the Stat es . 

Col one l 0 1Daniel and Admir a l Bennet of t he u,, s . Navy ar e 
leavin g toni gh t on a r econnaissance tour of Scotlan d in sear ch 
of an amphibi ous tr ainin g sec t or. The admi ral is char ged with 
coll ectin g , rec e iving and training all inva s i on cr aft crews. 



General Cl ark ha s been g iven the responsibility of policing 
t he entire Safisbury Plain dist r ict which , until now, has been 
under Major General Packingham - Walsh. Genera l Clark promotes 
Major Ralph Cooper to a lieutenant colo nel cy and makes him 
Provost Marsh al. 

'l'he ammunition supp ly problem has been worrying the general 
so he writes Gener al Eisenho wer reco mmending that there be built 
up in this the a ter 30 un its of f i re for all tro ops and that five 
u n it s of fire , a ll cla ~ses, b e allo t ed to the II Army Corps, from 
whic h the ~0o-i"ps commander woul d be authorized to expend one - half 
unit of f ir e for tr aining purpos e s. He points out that e l ements 
of this Corps arrived in the United Kingdom with out one unit of 
fire opwer in the ir po s session . 

General Clark, accompa nied by Gene ral Ei senho wer , returns 
from the London conference a t 6:30 PM and the two gener als in ­
spect the mes s e s and barracks and go to the American Red Cross 
hospit al in Salisbury whic h is being turned over to the United 
States Army. 

* * 
LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 27, 1942 --I t h as been decided that an 

attack opera t ion on the northwest co ust of Afr ic a wil l be made 
by next December 11 

General Clark announced the decision t h is afternoon at a 
secret meetin g with his high -r ankin g officers . This is t he revised 
de ci sion made at yesterday's conference in London . The special 
American dele gation is returning home to report to Pr e sident 
Roosev elt . 

The African operation will b e known at TORCH and it supe r­
s edes t h e earlier GYMNAST pl an . An Americ an Corps, comin g strai gh t 
over frcm the United States, will be l anded in t he vicinity cf: 

Casablanca, on the west coa s t . Memwhi l e , the British, with Amer­
ica n assistance , will land invasion troops along the Mediterranean 
coast , bet ween Oran and Biz erte . 

TORCH, although the 1st Divi s ion i s sche dule d to partici p ate 
in it, do e s not involv e t he II Army Cor p s directly , General 
Clark expl a ins . Command of this 1942 operation will be und er 
General Ei senhower . Gene r al Cl ark feels cert a in th e operati on will 
come off -a s scheduled s ince it is what both President Roosev elt 
and Prime Minister Churc hill want. It will open~ , as promis ed , a 
Second Front in 1942. However , TORCH i s depend ent on whethe r or 
not Russia collapse s -this year . If she does , Germany will be free 
to release air units and ground reinforcements to aid General 
Rommel' s campaign . That would materially chan ge the plan . 

General Cla rk says th at in te l ligence r eports show that 
Germany is considerin g an African operation simil a r to tOReH and 



that the United Nations have complete data on the German plans, 
including what air fields are to be t aken and which are the key 
railroad junctions . 

The TORCH plan is now bein g put before the American and 
British gover nments for consideration . It will be taken back to 
President Roosev elt by the special mission he sent over - -Gen eral 
Marshall , Admir a l Kin g , Harry Hopkins and Steve Early . 

General Clark told his section chie~s that he had discussed 
with Prime Minister Churchill an d General Marshall the poss ibility 
of making TORCH an all - American operati on with our Ground Forces 
making the assault on both the Mediterranean and west African 
coasts . The general said this was still a possibility . Planning 
must be started immediately , he added, on a ship -to-shore landing 
training program . 

At present , the plan calls for only one of our I I Army Corps 
units -- the 1st Division, reinforced by t ank batt ~lions, rutomatic 
weapons battalions and tank destroyer un its -- to engage in TORCH. 

"We must go full steam ahead on our plans for executing 
ROUNDUP, 11 the general declared . " This ca lls for an attack in the 
spring of 1943 on the French co as t , probably in the vicinity of 
Le Havre . " 

He said that American troops , despite th e decision regarding 
TORCH, would continue to come to the United Kingdom without inter­
ference, except just before the time TORCH is finally set for. The 
general eXPlained it would be i mpossible to move troops here on 
the normal schedule at the time when t he Navy and conv oy ships 
would b e engaged in the TORCH operation . Through October, the 
general said, troops are t~ 90Jll.~'a~ sc heduled in preparation for 
ROUNDUP. These includ e the following div is ions , plus sup porting 
troops - -the 1st, 45th, 4th Motorized, 36th and 77th . 

Asked if TORCH corresponded to GYMNAST in the belief that 
the African landing force would have "friendly resistance" from 
the French, the general said no , adding that no holds would be 
barred . 

General Clark then disclosed that presen t plans call for an 
over - all supr eme commander of European operations and that 
General Marshall probably would head it. When he will come over 
is problematical . 

The general warned that we still must be prepared to execute 
SLEDGEHAMMER if .it becomes mandatory b eca use of th e Rus s ian p os ­
ition . While preparing for ROUNDUP, he s aid, officers must also 
bear in mind the possibility of having to plunge into SLEDGEHAMMER 
with whatever forces can be thro wn together for that 1942 invasion 
plan . Obviously, the genera l explained, if we do SLEDGEHAMMER, 
the TORCH operation will be called off. 

-



( 

General Clark is charged with planning and executing both 
SLEDGEHAMMER and ROUNDUP and .he tells h is chiefs of section to 
devote every ounce of energy i npplanning and training fo r that 
type of operation . The II Army Cor ps will bui.ld up month by month 
a force that could be c al l ed on fo r this French co a st invasion 
if the order comes . 

CPhe genera l said he f elt nothing of an invasion nature would 
be undert ake n under any c i rcumstance before October 15 . By that 
time , he continued , we may be able to do something . As runericen 
forces arrive in the Unit ed Ki ngdom they will be tr a ined and built 
up f or the in v as i on task . After 60 days they will be considered 
ready for combat, if needed . By Octob er 15 , General Cl ark says , 
we would have the 34th and 1st Divisions and th e 1st Armor ed 
Divi sion ready to go into an invasion . They would have anti ­
aircr aft , ant i - tank and au t omatic weapons su pp ort . 

General Clark to l d h is officers th ey must alwaus bear in 
mind the possibil i ty t hat we will have ct_o q.o somet h ing this yea r. 
Wit h this in mind , he said he had , with th e approv al of General 
Marshal l, asked the War Department to a l ert certain units and have 
t hem re wy fo r Augus t convoys. 

The 1st Division is scheduled to sail from the Brooklyn 
Port of Embarkation on August 2 aboard the Queen Mary . The 1st 
will come as a complete unit on one ship , making the trip in five 
d ays . Also due i n the United Kingdom before August 20 are support ­
in g troo ps , includin g Anti - Airc r af t, two Tank Destroyer Battalions , 
the 760th Tank Bat talion which will come equipped with M- 4s, 
another Tank Battalion with :M- 3s, a Few Field Artill ery arid Si gna l 
troo ps and four Eng i neer Amph ibious Bri gades . 

By Sept ember 1 General vlark wants another larg e convo y to 
arriv e in t he United Kingdom . I t will includ e an Automatic Weapons 
Battalion , mor e Anti - Ar~craf t, another Tank Bat talion equ i pped with 
M- 4s , t wo ev acuat ion hosp it als, a field hospi tal and a sur gi ca l 
hospit a l outfit and other de t a ched troops . 

The general told his cniefs of section to give th e ir off ic ers 
and men a general background of our problems . He said d ay s of in ­
ac tivity for some officers wa s near i ng an end and th at he knew 
offic ers were eage r to ge t busy . 

I I Army Corps troop~ wi ~~ be coming ove r i n heavily - convoyed 
tr ansports but t heir fi gh tin g equipment will come over i n slower 
merchant ships that will ha ve less protection. This , the general 
adds , migh t result in the loss of some eq uipment . As far as the 
1st Division is conc erned , it is essential that the troops and 
e quipment be here by Au gus t 20 . Fast car go sh ips must b e used 
and SOS ha s promised them . 

The decision on whether TORCH or SLEDGEHAMMER will be exec ­
uted will be made by Septemer 15, the gene ral p redicts . The 

-



-- 41 

entire decision , he emphasizes , depends on the Russian situation . 
The quest :J,on now before forces und er his connn:-ind is how th e tr ai n­
ing should be carried on and how the inv as i on can b e st be made . 

ROUNDUP, he says, calls for th e British to land in the Ca l a is 
area while the II Army Corps wi ll conc entrate on getting ashor e in 
the River Siene ar ea . I t wi ll be a combi ned assault . Amer ic an 
invasi on forces will attac k in re g iment a l combat teams that must 
be s e lf - cont a ined units that h ave train ed beforehand with all 
t he equipment they will use in the actu 11.l inv as ion . 

11I want each of you to ask yourse lf al L the time : ' How would 
I do it ? 1 , tt the general says . 111.Vriat I s th e best way to train ? 
Should the divisions' equipment be sent to Eng l and and th e divisions 
l anded a t an amphibious trainin g sector for a gruelling course and 
th en , after gr aduation , go to England and ge t their e quipm ent ? How 
wouJ.d you do it?" 

The general says th at Admiral Hewitt of the U. S . Navy has 
be en as s i gne d to he ad al l inva sion bo a t matters , no matter what 
the si ze of the ships . Admiral Bennet is already here workin g on 
this phase of the training and he and Col onel 0 1Dani e l a re go ing 
to Scotland to make a r eco nn aiss anc e on po ss ible amphibious tr a in ­
in g sites . The 105 - foot inva s i on boats wil l be main tained and 
navigated by Navy personnel . Small er boats will be procured by 
th e SOS and ma intained and navigated by our Enginee r Boat Brigades , 
three of whic h are ready to come over . When the i nv as i on comes , all 
boats , r ega rdless of size , will be und e r command of Gene ral Clark . 
He announces he has asked for 50 per cent mor e boats th an nee de d 
to take c a re of los ses in t raining and in invasion. The ge neral 
says he won ' t be satisfi ed until invasion troops can cross 80 
miles of the I rish Se a and "at tac k " th e Ayrs h :lr e coast . 

The 1st Division will h ave to hav e very i ntensive ship - to ­
shore training for either TORCH or SLEDGEHAMMER. The general says 
conferences will be held with Lor d Mountbatt en , General Drew , 
Admiral Hallett , General Truscott and Colonel 0 1Dani el to decide 
h ow to carry out amphibi ous tr a inin g . He says he expects to ha v e 
four ass au lt divis ions trained in ship - to - shore invasion . The 
rest will be trained on a shore - to - shore basis , l anding in the 
boats in which they leav e the British I sles . 

* 
The d ay starts out wi t h an air ra id a larm and officers and 

men hurry out of their quarters and into slit trenches or other 
type a ir raid she l ter s . They wea~ full e quipment, includin g st ee l 
helmets and . 45s with c ar~ridge clips ins er t ed . It' s impossible to 
s e e any activity bec aus e of t he fog but pl anes c an be heard in 
the distance , The al l clear comes about 45 minutes aft e r the alarm 
and everyone rushes r avenously to brea kfast . 

* * * 
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LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 28 , 1942 - -0 nce again we start the day 
off with an air raid alarm . It comes sho rt ly befo r e 8 : 00 AM so 
th e princ i pa l she lt er used is a hal l way in the Castle basement . 
The walls of this p l ace are s o t hic k that i t is fairl y bombproof 
with t hree f l oors above . The alert is brief, la s ti ng only 20 
minutes . 

General Clark is around head quarters a ll day , cleaning up 
t h ings that h ave pi l ed up during his absences and ho l ding smal l 
conf erences c oncerning mat te _rs he h as been un ab l e to go into 
until now because of the $econd Front decisions. 

The gener al s ays he finds himself, in tak i ng over the Br it ish 
Southern Command , in a position compa r able to that of the gove r no r 
of a stat e or the m~or of a city. The same admin istr ation and 
pol i c in g p robl ems are i nvolved . He finds himself con f erring a 
gre a t de a l with civ ili an authorities who must now come to him 
wit h the ir problems. Gene ra l Cl ark is resp onsi ble for the welfare 
of everyone i n the d i stric t - -milita r y and non-m i litar y on an 
almost equal footing. 

In li ne wit h t he adv ic e giv en by th e genera l in h i s t alk to 
the 16th I nfantry ba t talion , an order comes out toda y reco mmending 
an i mmedfat e campaign to ha ve every offic er and man in the II Anny 
Corp s al l ot at least 50 percent of his pay and allowances to e i the r 
h i s family , life in surance, savin gs bonds and s t amps or to a 
savin gs bank i n the United States . 

All c~= anders ar e instructed to appoin t a Defens e Bond 
Officer for divisions, regiments, battalions and companies . The 
gen e ra l sug gests th at connnanders a r ran ge, whe n practicable, to 
have "a ttractive youn g women" stationed in each battalion area on 
pay day to sell savings bonds and stamps . The plan is to have 
ou t fits compete for the best s avings r eco r d . The project , the 
general says , must be ccrnpleted pr ior to the tim e intensive tr a in ­
in g starts . 

.,, "'-'· * 
LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 29 , 1942- -General Cl ark , accompanied 

by his staff and British Major General Dre w, reconnoiter the 
Cornwa ll ar ea today, examinin g t he App l edor e re g ion as a possib l e 
amphibious training area . 

App led ore , wit h two an d a ha lf mi les of ha rd , sandy beach , 
gets the tentative approval of Gener a l Cl ark . I t is near the mouth 
of Bristol Channel . All divisions arrivin g from the United States 
probably will ge t their final amphibious trainin g at a big ba se in 
North Ir eland but the ge nera l wants to ke ep the d i vis ion s f re sh on 
amphibious wor k so he p lans thre e or f our small amphibious sites 
in South western England and South Wal es . Ar eas being c ons idered 
are at App ledor e and Bowey-Auste l l , in the Corn wall district , and 
Pembrey and Temby, in South Wales n ear Swansea . 
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This is the way the training of u. s. t r oops arriving in the 
United KingdC!ll is sche duled to work . Immedia ·tely upon arrival they 
will go to their staging areas and then into intensive amphibious 
training cours es . This phase of trainin g will end when they cross 
about 80 miles of the North Channel and "attack" the Ayrshire 
Coast . This crossin g , the general says , will be CC!llpar ible in 
every respect- - weather, sea, boat loadings, supplies--to an English 
Channel crossing to the Fr ench coast . Gene ra l Cl ark also points out 
that the North Channel crossin g will test the Navy's ability "to 
put us down on the ri gh t beach without a hitch." 

Every divisio n but the 1st Division, which is due to arrive 
August~ . will go through this amphib i ous training. The divisions 
will then relieve British divisions and take fu r ther tr aining in 
which artil l ery will actuall y fi re over the heads of Infantrym en . 
I t will be complete combined arms tr a ining with Air and Ground · 
Fo r ces cooperating as the y wi ll in actual battle. 

The p resent plan calls for 15 U. S . divisions to c ome into 
the Southern Command area and for t 'llo U.S . Divisions to g o into 
South '.Vales. The general expects to keep the divisions moving 
from cnmp to camp, taking air support training in one p lace , 
amphibious in another and combined arms in a third. This wi l l g ive 
them tcugh marches and pe rfect their orderly movement. It will 
also keep the Germans guessing as to wher e the divisions are sta ­
tioned. 

The 1st Divisi on will . have special training si nce it must 
be ready fo r either SLEDGEHAMMER or TORCH. The others will be 
prepared for ROUNDUP. TORCH will involve ship - to - shore landin g so 
the 1st Division must perfect this type of ope r ation. This outf it 
will also relieve either the 38th or the 77th British divisions . 
The 38th is in the Poole - Bournemouth area but Gener a l Clark feels 
that may be too vulnerable for amphibious training because of 
the danger of German raids. 

During the past three days the amount of German a ir r econ­
naissance from Beachey Head to Start Point has increased sixfo ld. 
There has been intensive reconnaissanc e of ou r entire area and the 
gene r al s ays the Germans apparently ar e lookin g for activity by 
American troops and attempting to determine if we are bringing up 
l and in g boats or doing amphibious training . Yesterday a Germa n 
plane fl ew over the Bulford camp, near Tidworth where we have 
tr oops, and straf ed cars and pedestr ians. One Britis h sold i er 
reporte d ly was sho t in the le g . 

The general believes UJ would be mor e feasible if the 1st 
Divi sL:n r e lieves th e 77th Britis h Division in the Cornwall area. 
Then the 1st could do its amphib .;.ous tr ainin g in an are a more 
remot e from Ge rman bombers or scoute rs . 

* * * 
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t -LONGFORD Ci-1STLE, JULY 30 , 1942 -- Gene ral Lee , commander of 
the SOS, and Brigadier Gener a l Lar kin , ETO Engineer , confer with 
General Clar k . The Cor ps commander out lin es his entire training 
plan . Units unde r t he commands of Generals Lee and Larkin must do 
the construction work. 

All three ge ner als want the gr een li ght so th ey can start 
wor k i mmedi ately on d ivis ional areas but they must await acti on 
from the British and the U.S . Navy. The genera l p l ans on going to 
London Monday to talk over the ent ir e trainin g pro gr ~m-- particu l arly 
amphibious - - with Lor d Mountbatten, SOS, U. S . Navy representativ es 
and officers of the European Theater and the II Army Corps. 

I n a l etter to General Eisenhower , Gene r al Clark outlines h is 
t r i p to Appl edo r e , suggests i t would be v a luable for amphib l ous 
tr a ined divi sions to refresh their t rain i ng in England and proposes 
a divisiona l area near Appled ore . The gene r al also writes the 
Theate r Commander that each day , as he lo oks back on informat i on 
gi ven General Marshall during the recent London conferen ce , he 
becanes more horr ifi ed by t he mis -s tatements given to the confer ­
ees . He cit es that General Marshall was told there were eno u gh 
boa t s for four invasion combat teams . Later, G.ene r al Clark was told 
only thr ..,e such t eams could be supp lied with boats . Now he has a 
memora ndum from Colonel Slocum tellin g h i m th ere i s sufficient 
craft for only t wo such teams. Fac ts , not guesses , General Clark 
writes, must be the basis of de ci sions and event~ are proving that 
qu ic k answers that are h Hl f - guesses cannot be tole r ated . He po ints 
to the impo r tance of cold, hard facts in making decis io ns . 

We had another air r a i d a l arm today , our third in the pa st 
fo ur days . It l a sted f r om 2 : 50 to 4 : 05 AM. General Clark stresses 
the i mportance of every officer and man lea rning to act qu ickly 
and pro ceeding immediately to his she lt er area or slit trench . 
We ar e only 22 mi l es from the English Channel and the genera l sa ys 
bcmbers coul d be over us fast and "knock the place down ." The_ 
Gennans are based on th e Fr ench coa st and it is only a short 
flight over he re . 

Headquarters offic e rs and troo p s are not going to escape the 
general~s physical cond iti on i ng p r ogram . He plans on prescribing 
f :le~d exercises in which the Corps will move out and s et up 
command p osts . This will be done so each secti on can shake down , 
determi ne exact l y wha t equi pmen t it will t ake , ho w much trans­
p ort ation i s needed and how ne c essary mater i a ls must be loa ded . 
I t wi ll also teach headquarte rs troops on how to bette r camo­
flauge thems el ves. 

When the divis i ons move into the district and beg i n t aking 
the freq u ent 25 mile marches , General Clark plans on hav i ng a 
few headquarters officers and enl ist ed men make the movement with 
them for hardening . 

* * 



LONGFORD CASTLE, JULY 31, 1942 - - General Clark , accompanied 
by Col onel Ferenbaugh and Li eutenant Colon e l Dabney of t he II 
Army Corps plans and traini ng s ec tion , tour th e Poole - Bournemouth 
area , on th e Eng li sh Channel west of Southampton , to see if t he 
section wil l serve ad equate l y as an amphi b ious train ing area for 
the 1st Div ision . 

Desp:lt e Br i tish army opinion that the r eg ion i s no t f i t for 
suc h work , General Cla rk t h inks it h as possibil i t i es . While it is 
not i dea l, t he gene r al believes amphibious tr aining c an be car~ied 
on by one r eg iment at a time . Sinc e th e 1st Divisi on has alr ead y 
had amphibious trainin g , it i s the gene r a l's conviction t hat 
re gimenta l traini ng wi l l be practical . 

Use of this area will in vo lv e increas ed dan ge r of Ge rman a ir 
attack bu t Genera l Clark say s it will h ave heavy Anti-Aircraft 
prot ection . Units down t he re ar e expe ri en ced . They shot down fo ur 
German pla ne s i n the re gio n last n i ght , the Gener al s ays . He pro ­
pos es that two Automat ic Weapons Batt a lion s be stati oned v,it h the 
1s t Divi sion and that their weapons be mounted on t h e i nvas i on 
boats s o th ey can wor k with r e gimen ~s as they go thr ough their 
invasi on p r actic e·. Them, if t he troops are attacke d while they are 
training , the aut omat ic weapons will g iv e th em pro t ection and they 
can wor k unde r v irt 4a l invasi on cond i t ions . 

Anot he r reason the ge neral lik es t he Poole-Bournemouth area 
is because Portl an d Harbor wil l gi ve the 1st Divi sion a chance to 
practice sh i p -t o-shcr e landing which th ey must know for e it he r 
SLEDGEHAMMER or TORCH. 

The general wants to h ave unde r his command four of the six 
Automatic Weapons Battalions sche du l ed to ar rive soon . He wants 
them fo r close - in work with h i s troops . Two of them would be 
at t ache d to the 1st Division and would r emain permanently so the 
weapons tro ops and the amphibious in va ders would und er stand ea ch 
oth er's technique and have comp l e te co nfide nce in each ot her. 
General Cl ark wants the other t wo batt a lions to be att ache d to the 
Army Corps as Anti-Aircr aft Bri gad e h eadq uarters. These t wo units 
woul d be l oaned out for clos e- in work wit h othe r divisions doing 
amphibious tr a ining . The rema inin g two battalions would be und er 
the Anti-Aircraft Command which is pa rt of the ETO. 

General Cl ark has b e en opp os ed from the start to the Anti ­
Aircr aft Command . He claims it sets up anothe r he ad quarte rs th at 
s lo ws th i ngs up , makes oper a t i ons and tr a inin g more involved and 
calls for expe nditu re of v aluable p er s onnel that c ould be used 
to greater advan tag e in the ETO or the Ground Forc es . It brin gs 
d if fi cu lti es because t he he ad of the Command naturally wants to 
keep t hes e Autom at i c weapons Batt a l i ons directly unde r him. 

The gene r al believes t hat preparations for i nvasion and the 
invasion its e lf sh ould not involv e coo pera t ion b etwee n Grou nd 
Forces, Navy , Air, Anti - Aircr aft and th e o th e r units. He is con-
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-vinced there should be unity of command over all thes e branch es 
so the entire opera t ion will be und er one man. He is willin g to 
assume that responsibility and believes he should sinc e he is 
charged wit h plannin g both SLEDGEHAMMER and ROUNDUP. 

* * 
L0NGFORD CASTLE, AUG. 1 , 1942- - Follo win g a tour of t he 

Pool e -Bournem outh area, Bri gad ier General Roosevelt and other 
1st Division office r s of th e advance echelon call on Gene r al 
Clark to bell him they ar e convinced they can tr a in in that region. 
It is virtually decided that the 1st Division will set up near 
Pool e and relieve the 38th British division . 

The Gommander of the Ground Forc e s discloses he is fi ghtin g 
to h ave compl e te command ov er amphibious operations and training . 
I n a letter to General Eis enhower h e sta t es that sinc e th e Grou nd 
Force Command er has "pri mary i nter e st" in the invasion trainin g 
and ex e cution, "he should h ave p rimary responsibility and sho u ld 
be ch arg ed wit h making r ecommendati on of sites t o th e Thea t e r 
Command er after coordinating wit h th e Navy an d SOS co.'lllllanders . " 
He declares the Navy "sh ould not direct and supervise thes e train ­
in g centers, nor app oint the command in g officers ther e of . " 

"The object of the train i ng ," General Clark writes in ob j ect­
ing to amphibious tr a ining pl ans outlined in a letter frcm Col onel 
Barker, "mus t be to enable groun d troops, prop er l y su pport ed, to 
ge ,:; ashore in prop e r formation and prop er conditi on to exe cute the 
assault, This will re quire th e c oordin a t ed action of all elements: 
boat crews, ground forces , and direct sup p ort aviation . Coordin­
ation imp lies unity of command and since th e ground force will 
make up the major element and will pres ent the ma jor trainin g 
problem, it is logical that t ha t command should be v ested in th e 
Task Force Commander, who is in the best position to dir ect t he 
unified training of h is various e lem ents that go to make up the 
assa u lt. His representativ e should b e in command of th e s e tr aining 
c enters in ord er t o assure that train ing is direct ed in ac c ord ance 
wi th t h e train i ng pro gram prescrib ed by th e Task Force Command er . " 

General Clark maintains that the amph ibious force commander 
should be attached , to him both durin g preparation and th e invasion 
op eration . The I I Army Corps command er writes General Eisenhower 
th a t he is "perf e ctly willin g to acce p t the responsibility" of 
running the amphibious cent er s . "I have grave doubts," the letter 
concludes, "that this combined training will work smoothly if 
these centers are placed und e r Navy Command. 11 

The general is going to London for conferences Mond ay with 
Lord Mountbatten, ETOUSA, Army Cor p s , SOS and Navy offici a ls 
concernin g amphibious training . He plans to outlin e h is plan f or 
unity of command. He has asked that of f ic e rs be sent who can make 
decis l ons" and speak for th e ir boss e s. 11 He hopes to get t he entire 
problem of command decided so work can go forward. 


