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ATGIERS, NOVEMBER 11, 1242——(eneral Clerk goeg gumning fori the French fleet

( during thejmorning, scheduling another confersnce with tthe shifty??arl&n. The
" meeting is held et Admiral Fcﬁﬁrd's home. Thabeputy Commander rips straight into
Darlan. / S ;
"Although you have told us repeatedly that you want to free France," says 5 e
General Clark, "you have given us no visible dndication or decision in support
of us or the Allied Fause. There are two ways you can demongtrate your @idelity
to the Allied cause? first, by summoning the French fleet to a North African
port, and, second, by ordering-the Governor of Tunisia to resist invasion by
the Germans.” /

A=

Darlan replies that he has no authority to summon the fleet and that, in
view of his dismissal by Mershal Petain, he iz not certain that "any orders given
by me will be obeyed ." However, he tells General €lark that he hag had word from
Vichy to the effect that the French fleel ig still in Toulon and has orderg to
scuttle itself if it is threatened by Germen seizure. He says he feels assured that
the fleet will never fall into Germsn hands. Ceneral Clark points out that "the
 German military machine moves with the greatest rgpidity, employing paralroops,
tanks and mechanized equipment." He &dds that there is danger that the fieet 'will
not be able to scuttle in time. "In addition," General Clark declares, "stuttling
of the fleet will be zn act apgainst the Allies as much as against the Germans.
If the orders were issued at once the flset could get away.! Darlan repeats that
he can not isgue orders for the fleet to lesave Franee., The general then demends
that Darlan issue orders %o the troops in Tunisia to regist CGermsn landings. Darlan
refuses.

‘ ‘ ; "Thig,™ declares Gemeral Clark, glering down at Darlan, "just verifies the

‘ gstatement I made when I came here: 'It shows no visible indication indicating any
desire on your part, de e your statements, to assigt the dllied cause.' Cgod-days".

;;f?d with that he-gtrides out of the house where Darlan is‘gtaying." (

: After lunch, Admiral Fenard calls and asks General Clark to confer agsin with
Admiral Darlsn. The general agreeg, At the conference he findg that Darlen hag
ehanged his mind, This results from two factors. 1—He has received information
that Marshal Petain and German Marshal Von Rundstedt axe at odds concerning,
occupation of France. 2—Darlan has seen that General Clark is in no mood for
further dilly-dallying. The cable Genergl Clark sends following the mesting shows
what happeneds: ;

"Following radio has just been gent by Admiral Darlsn to Admiral De Labards
'The protest sent by the WMershal to Marshal Von Rundstedt shows that there is no
agreement bebween him and the Germsn General for the occupation of France. The
armistice is broken. We have our liberty of action. The Marshal being no longer able
to make free decisions, we can, while remaining personally loyal to him, makes -
decisions which are the most favorable to French interests. I have always declared
that the fleet would remain Frénch of perish. The occupation of the Southern coast
makeg it impogsible for the flavaliforess-thirfmétndin-Hotthpolitan Frence. I invite
the Commander-in-Chief to direct them toward French Africa. The American Command
declares that our forces will not encounter any obstacles from Allied Naval Forces. A
Signed, Admiral of the Flset, Francois Darlan,'

"I am not optimistic that it will be cbeyed. If French fleet sails it will be
| ( i given later instructions to mowve to liers El Kebir or ‘other ports except British as
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determined by you for refueling and thence to an Amerieen port where subsequent
negotiations will determine its future use. This step by Darlan came after a
héctic day of rapidly changing situstion. At final conference attendmd by Darlan,
Giraud and heads of air, ground snd navy of North Africe.

"Asreement reached that Darlan will head up political end while Giraud will
be ageepted as military commander of all French forceg in Nerth Africa, Marshal
Petain has designated General Nogues as his Supreme Commander and represenative
in Nerth Africe because, as he stated, Derlan was not available being a prisoner
of war. This complicated the picture so I am requesting, and ‘French are arranging,
that Nogues come here for a conference tomorrow. I have removed the guard from
Darlan's house. Hope to make public anrdouncement tomorrow emphasizing unity of all
factions in common effort to supyort us in our operation., Hope you agree. If not,
advige immediately. )

"Darlan phoned Esteva and Juin phoned other commanders in Tunisis directing
resistance to Germans and support for us. Commanders indicated to him that they
would resist where means were available., Giraud is following up with similar
orders. Tell Admiral Cunningham that we have arranged with French to release 942
British prisoners at Laghonet and Geryville."

[ﬁith the general so involved in political maneuvering, he has little time
to watch the tactical sgituvation. Segments of the British First Army sail from
Algiers tonight to move on 'Bone, Bougie and Dj2djelli. During the day, seare
reports come in: the Germans are expected at the airports of Setif, Biskera and
Constantine..]French troops in Algeria are being moved in certain key points and
steps are taken to counteract this, as diplomatically as possible, with American
troops.«.Before the afternoon conference General Clark was considering moving
Darlan from Admiral Fenerd's house and placing him in custody aboard a British-
Man-o-War in Algiers harbor.l ..Telephone contact is established with Oran and
the general orders up two combat team battalions in case they are needed...They
are to be held on the alert for prompt movement to Algiers, probably by railJA

¥hy the gensral is spending so much time dickering with[a famed slippery
eel liké]Darlan probably is not understandable to a layman. But, the general has
discovered, in his talks with military and paval officers in all gtrata of the
French forces, that Darlan is the only man who hag control over the army, navy
and air force in Nerth Africa. 411 of the principal commsnders are with him an
are anti-Giravd. Darlan's support is necessary if the cooperation betwsen the
Allies and French forces in North Africa is to be workable. The general fears a
small eivil wer, with factions within the French army fighting, if he doesm not
get Darlan in the picture. Darlan's leaning, first on one side of the fence and
then on the other, is nerve-wracking. The general declares at night that he hag
"played'around with Darlan just sbout as long as I intend to."

{In the evening, the general goes to Algiers harbor to the H.M.S. Bulolo,
flagship of Admiral Burroughs, commander of the Eastern Naval Task Force, and
headquarters of General Anderson. The Deputy Commander-in-Chief explains to the
two Britigh officers the hectic developments of the past two days.« Now that he - =~
ig in the field, General Anderson’is & changed man——much more affable, The general
remains on the Bulolo until 2000, then returns to the Hotel St. George and holds &
late conference with his staff to outline the arlan apprOach for tomorrow.’)
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Algiers, NOVEMBER 12, 1942-—THg® h promise to have their North African \

troops resist in Tunisia has been revoked. This 1s the news CGeneral Clark awszkes

to and he hastily summons Admiral Darlan and‘Ggagggl Juin. [he Deputy Commender-in-
Chief has fire in hig eyes as]phs confarence "opens in the small room off the lobby
of the St. George Hotel. Present are the general, Mr. Murphy lmméd- Lieutenant Beard-
wood|and Admirdls Darlan and Fenard and Ceneral Juin. - .

"Both of you," says Gemeral Clark, addressing Darlan and Juin[steraly,l "keep
telling me you want to sdve France and French colonial territory. Neither of you
have ‘given me one gimgle indication of fhis execept in words. All your deeds have
been contrary to the aim you both wolubly rrofess to have. Now I learn that the.
order: for French troops to resist Axis moves in Tunisia has been revoked."

Juini’a little man with shifty eyes and & close-cropped mustache;\twists hig
hands as he explains in French to Murphy that the order has not been cancelied
"only suspended™ until General Nogues arrives. Nogues, Mmilitary head of French
Morocco and the men nsmed by Petain to be Commsnder-in-Chief in French North
Africe, is due [to arrive| this afternoon in Algiers., Juin goeg over and over the
same. ground. He wants to help, he intends to help, but he can't let the order stand
until he has Nogues' aprrovel.|His eyes search General Clark's face pleadingly but
their is no softness as Clark replies:|, :

"Not once," says Ceneral Clark, "have you gshowvn me that you are working in
our interests. "You say that until you have Negues backing you don't know if the
troops will obey your orders. If thet is the case-—and T have no doubt it is——you
are not strong enocugh te hold the position you do. We will get somecne gtrong

1

enough; someone whom the troops will cbey."

- Juin starts pleading again,*looking across the table to Darlan for support but i
the Admiral islgrimlﬁ]:ilent. He' sits twisling and creaging strips of white paper
he hzs torn during the confersnce, -

"I don't recognize Nogues," continues (Gemeral Clark. "To us, 'he'is nob the
Commander-in~Chief in North Africa. VWe dre din a position where we don't hawe fo
accept any indiwvidual. Those that we recognize must gusrantee that they will fight
on our gide against Germany." '

Juin—~"I‘'m willing to fight the Germans.!

Clark—-"You nmust not only say you are willing to fight. You must show, by A
your actions, that you ars fighting. You haven't done that and I'm sick and tired of
the way you have been conducting yourself. I think you are weakl"

Juin--"One of the great difficulties is that T am subject to the orders of
Nogues. He is Commender-in-Chief by the order of Mershel Petain. Wait until Hogues
comes and I confer with him, Then T will isgue the orders to regisgt Ia Tunipis. T
‘ean't do that until I talk to Nogues.-If he refuses to let me igsue the order, I
will do it'anyway. But first, for my honor, T must consult him."

5\

Clark--"T can't and don't accept such & plan, While we ‘are waiting the German
troops are moving in. I want that order re-issued now. I'm not so sure that you
aren't shalling just to help the Germens." ] :

= 3

v \ .
General Clark then turns to his lg

d looks 'at Darlsn who, is sitfing[meekﬂﬁq
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ati his elbow, stil¥ twisting and folding paper. pnﬁ lomk_n” like a schoolboy who

is expecting-to be censured by an irate teacher,| . o0

7. ! P ¥
Glari—-"in rone who is going to De acccpt~¢ b” s must show concyetely hig

w11_1n"nec& to merch agsinst the Garmans. I' asked you to do two simple things to

prove you want to save France. Firs gy I asLua you to order.the French fleet to
North Africa, Second, I agked you to commmnigate with Admiral Tgteve (governor
of Tunisia) to tell hln that the Germans must be resisted. Whet have you done?
There is no indjcdtion that the fleet is coming to North Africa. The French are

not resisting moves into Tuhisgiga."

Darlan--"T know ‘that the fleet has received My message and I have received
indications that it will be 1lllnb to come hére if the Germens enter "Toulon, I
know the flept is preyared to g0 to sea,"

Glarkf-gﬂerelj(grunting to Darlan's answer)-—"The order to the commanders in
Tunigis were revoked without any reference to me, That, %o me, is almogt treschery.
Because of your promiges I made certain military moves. These were made on the

basis that both of you were acting in good faith."
et

Both Darlan and Juin begin to talk at once. They plegd vlth Murphy, volubly,
General ClﬂTk\;ﬂS@jSltg back, \ onil:.uTho two Frenchmen declare their hands are
tied; that Nogues s now the hesd man and they must talk to him and that is im-

J'o8sible gince he iz flying to Algiers., They say the Germans have moved only small
forces into Tunisia. They declare that French troops will not aid the Germsns in
any ways that they have orders to'retreat if necessary but that no Frenchmen or

. French srms are to fall into Axig hends. "The order," shouts Juin, "has not been

revoked. It hag mersly been suspended until we can confer with Nogues."

Glar¢”~'1n&’in the meantime, the Germens sre coming inte Tunisia. Where ig
your logic if you profess to want to.protect French soil. Te now have reports that
the Cermans plan to move into Constantine and Setif. The Cermans may not be in
Tunigia in force, but they are moving in and this ista matter of rr1nc1p7ﬂ——"ou
are doing nothing to block the Germsns, no+hing to protect your owmn colony.™

"Juin--"iy attitude is unchanged! I want to fight the Germens ) #T will accept
gervice with Giraud. (This is the firest time any of the French with whom Gensral

Clark has been confeering have agreed to go along with Giraud, who, they have been

declaring is a traitor to Frence gince he sided the American lendings in French

North Afrieca.)

.

Glark—h"élright then. I want your troops to resist gbuthe Tunisien airdromes
where Germans are moving in. I want them to resist where they are able to resist.”

Juln—if?ﬁs*ﬁkame no troops in Tunig ¢aﬂ No Germans troops arrived in Algeria
lagt night M :

Clark—"I demand that you igsue orders to resigt. e not, I am considering very
gravely the establishment of a military government in French North Africa. I will
put. into custody .everybody who will not come with us and help: I will get.up a
French official who can issue concrete orderg and who hag shown his willingness to
march with us." ,

B N

Juin—"I heve expressed my desire, I want to march with you.¥ Ty
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Clark--"You must prove it. You must isgue the order to resist in Tunisia."

Hfuin——"'ThD troops and officers are troubled by their comsciences. I do not
know whether they will obey the orders. You may have chsos on your hanas. Please
wait until Nogues arrives this afternoon.”

Flark—-"For your information our second convoy of troops arrived this morning.
You have seen that there are new ships in the larbor. We have 40,000 more Holdlerp,
ful*" armed, in here now. We have artillery. Befors coming to this neecting 1° >
telephoned Oran. Another convoy has arrived there with 20,000 additional troopsg.
I haye the means to enforce what we want and 1 do not intend to tolerate this delay."

Darlan—-—-"Yesgterday you approved my reguest that Nogues come here. He is due
in Oran ab 1:30 this afternoon and he should be here by 2:30. Wait wntil Nogues
confers with usfand J#lbefore you do anything drastic."”

B> :
~ [At this point, Admiral Fendrd, who speaks English, comes behind General
Clark to whisper to him while Darlan, Juin and Murphy are carrying on an snimsted
three-cornersd conference., Fenard tells General Clark that he believes he is making
a big mistake. "You are getting what you want if you will only be a little more
patient and wait," Fenard says. "Don't spoil everything. You almost have solution
and a vietory in hand." Clark shakes his head and says he believes Juin and Darlan
are just stalling. Fenard drops his hands in a hopeless gesture. "That's not true.
I swear it. You are blind, man, you are blind," Juin, who has been arguing excitedly
with Darlan and Murphy, suddenly turns to General Glark{l 5
Juin—"I am with you."”
Clark--"No, You're notl"
Juin--"T am with you."
Clark--%"Then prove it by issuing the orders to Tunisia immediately."
' Fenard—"Hait and you will have all the factions welded togetheri™

Clark--"You are not moving fast enough to keep the Germans from coming into
Tunisia. We will get a cemmander who will march with us. I am going te establish
a military govérnment. (To Murphy)--Tell them that unless they decide to go along
with us right now they are through end I'm prepared to place them under arrest.m

Juin—"411 we ask for is a suspension of the Tunis order until Nogues arrives.”

Clark-—"No! Ve don't recognize Petain's orders and we don't| recognize Nogues !
' unless he gogs along with ug."

Juin—"T think he will accept your terms.”

Darlan——"I agk you to recongider and wait until Nogues arrives. I think it
will be worthmhlle il

, Clark--"No. Nogues' arrival 1s in no' way connected with this. I have a lot of
-( ' suspicions about a lot of peoples In (Parlan is tearing the slipes of white paper into
"~ ghreds.) nei . .
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Clark, to Murphy——"Tell them I am going to put them into custodyi™

Darlsn——"Wait. You will be absolutely clear this afternoon aftter our meotlngg
Until then I can't agsume any responsibility."

Clark--"1 am not going to the meeting. I don't recognize Nogues. I will meet
you (Darlsn) afterward."

Juln—-"If Nogues will not come with you I will put mycelf at your disposal." |
Clark—"Giraud is going to be the militery commander."
Juin—"Then I will go with him."

Clark, turning to Darlan—-"I have received no word about what sction the
French fleet will take,™

Darlan--"ily megsage was received about 10 last night at Toulon. Marseille
was occupied by the CGermens this morning and T have received no reply. Cabling
ig impossible now. T am waiting for a radio from the flest."

Clark--"Do you understand that your position with us depends not only on
your cooperation in the fight against ths Germans but also in your ab¢ilty to
gsecure the fleet for us?"

Darlsn——"Yes. I understand very well. But I an no longer in command. It
depends on the will of the leader of the squadron.”

Clark—-"We want resultsi? When do you think you will meet hlth.Noguec°"'
Darlan—-"About 4 ofelock.™
Clark--"Will Giraud be there?"

Darlan—"The first meeting will be held by the peoplé n power. Ve will bring
the result to you."

, Clerk—~-"Who is in power and who will be in power will be decided by the
United States government."

Darlan—"T must consult with Nogues. I am not in power. My suppert is no |
good to you unless the people with the means come along." A ﬁ

Juin——"Time ig wasting.. I want to help,"

Clark-~"Then issue orders to resist the Germans."
T o

[This starts off another volcznic outburst from Juin to Murphy. He argues
excitedly, Again Admiral Fenard walks up to the head of the table to tell General
Clark: "Wait. You have everybody with you. I swear itl") Juin then turns on
Ceneral Clark. He is so mad he can hardly sit still, He says he is accused of
disloyalty by General Clark.)

Clark—MIf you will give me some indication, if you will issue the order to
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the troops, I won't accuse you of disfoyalty. I just can't understand the attitude
| you take-—gaying you want to fight the Germens and then cancelling an order Lhat
gave you the opportunity to fight them."

Juin--"Girsud has agreed to be your militery advisor. I want to help him,"

Clark--"I111 see General Giraud. If he agrees to have you it is alright with ,
me." '

Juin—"I'm not being treated right."

(Ienard, to Clark, in Fnglish--"You are meking a mistake. You will spoil
everything. o |

Derlan-~"Who is going to command."

Clark—"The supreme command will be American. I will settle the French com-
manders later." 4 :

( Juin—-"1 suggest that Girzud be the military commandar from Dakar to Bizerte.
And that I command Algeria." .

Clark—-"0kay, if jou will issue the order to the commanders in Tunigia to
resist the Gﬂrmans."

Juin——"Now or after the mesting?" 3
\ \
Clark——"T mean now! I've told you I've had information that the Germans plan i
to land in Constantine and Setif. Your future with us dapenda on whether you do

this or notl"

Juin-—-"This puts me in a hell of a spot."

Clark--"T know it but I'm in & worse spot. The Germans' are moving up.™ \
Juin—-"But the hell of it is that Nogues is my commander."
Clark—-"Everything depends on whether wou go to tele?héph now and tell your
commanders to resist. I mean this from the bottom o6f my heart. T will send a
plane to check on whether the order is phoned and whether it is being obeyed."
Juin--"Fine,"
Clark—"Revoke the order and tell them to resist. If you hold Constantine
airport, and Setif, I will guarantee that I will send planesg in there immediately
to help.”
Juin—"If you send the planeg nobody will bother you."

Clark--"I insist that you phone the commanders immediately to resist the
Germans." : :

Juin--"T want to talk'to Darlan,™

~
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fﬁhile Darlan and Juin are out of the room, General Clurk strides up and
dovm pagt the head of the table. Admiral Fenasrd is pleading with him to wait-
until Nogues arrival before he doeg anything drastic. "You don't understand the
internal gituation," pleads Fenard. "iAveryone is behind Darlan. Tf you will wait
you will have everyone with you. If not, you will upset the apple cart.m)

Clark—"Yes, and if I wait, in addition to apples, 1'1l have Germans on
top of us, They are building up resistance. Derlan, Juin and the rest of them
want to throw Giraud out. I'm going to stick by Giraud. Ef Juin doesn't issue
the orders now I will wait for them to confer with Nogues andeJ. Still, T am
not sure who are my frlendc R

[Fenard——"Then you are blind. You are meking a mistake if you don't trust us.
1 -am supe of L 1H

Clark, to Hurp ——"Juin is weak. I know that the stend am T taking is right.
I kyow it is rightl" :

Fenard begins pleading again with General Clark, [}he Deput j’Commandnr tells
the friendly French Admiral, who has declared and demcnstrated he is with us
that he will back Mandaud "no matter what hapuens." Seys General Clark: "I can't
afford to meke any mistakes. The stakes are too high." Darlan and Juin then
return.

Juin--"I have just checked. In Tunis, General Barr& is covering the railroads.
He says he got orders from Vidhy yesterday not to resist the Germans. He thought
I was & prisoner. I told him that if the Germans attack, he is to resist.”

Clark—Suppose the Germans come on the airports. What then?"

Juin--"As you know, they are already on gsome airports. The French should
have attacked but Barre had orders from Vidhy."

Clapk--"1If the Gprmans come on to another alrport are the French going to
resist.m

Juin--"Yes."

General Clark then instructs Admiral Darlan that he will await the meeting
with Nogues beforemaking & decision. The Deputy Commander then shakes hands with
the Frenchmen and leaveg| the room.[ﬂe has already ordered that the French naval
staff, occupying & large part of the Hotel St. George, be out by Saturday noon so
the Americans can take the entire structure . overj

[Followino lunch, the general holds a pregs conference with British and Amer-
ican correspondents. He explains that -for the past three days he has had hig hands
full with the political gttuatlon, that he is dealing with several aspirants for
power; that he definitely is going to use General Giraud "because we are cartain
he will fight alongside us. Regarding why he is negotiating with Parlan, Goneral
Clark explains that although He "wouldn't -put @nything’ past Darlan," the Frengh
admiral "has the air and navy solidly behind him.and they are all against Giraud.
I've had to play with Darlsn because he alone has the power to stop all hogtilities
and g1v¢ us real support. Thig will gave us g gt future effort. My goal is to
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newspaper and radio men that Darlan has sent dnstructiong to the Freneh fleet to
leave French metropolitan ports and proceed to Africa for refueling so it can
proceed to the United States so negotiations for its use can be started.” He tells
them gbout revokation of the order to Tunisia commanders and remarkg: "As you can
see, I have some unhealthy bed companions." Because the politiésl situation is
still delicate, nothing is to be printed until en accord is reached or Darlan

is jailed. "You all saw today the arrival of sbout 25 ships loaded with supplies
and troops," General Clark concludes. "This makes my hand much stronger with the
French," :

Tneble to wait quietly in his room while the Frenchmen get togsther to try
and reach an agreement, Genersl Clark, -with Major Meacham driving ‘e Buick that
has been requisitioned, goes out to vizit troops. He inspects the 39th combat
team and confers with Colonel Caffey. The general guestions the men concerning
the ‘fighting they participated in, how they ars getting fed and guartersd. He
later rémarks how refreshing it is to get out amemg troops again. It is also
heartening to see so many rugged, armed but dirty-looking American soldiers
stationed aroimd the city and in the suburbs arocund Maison Canmes, Maison Blanche

and 1 Riar,

Wher, the general returns to his headquarters he receives two gratifying
reports. l1—Nogues has arrived and the Frenchmen are battling the problem out.
2~-President Roosevelt has gent General Clerk's nominstiem to the gemate to
become a Lieutenant Generall] =

After dinner, the entire’advance stafff-about nine men——is alerted. They are
tqlaccompan§?beneral Clark to.hisfgcheduled conference at 2100 with Derlan, Nogues,
Gireud, Mast and the other Frenchmen.{The group, spruced up and all wearing side
armg, goes in a goup-to the hotel lobby with General Clark. The Frenchmen are
already there.|Nogues and -Darlan ask Gensral Clark for a separate conference,
Giraud, who has been a lone wolf all along, stands in the backzround by himself.

[He looks alarmed?]ﬁn interpreter explains to General Clurk that Nogusg is the

Comrander-in-Chief by Ba#@imts order and that, as such, he is entitled to a private
conference, General Clark Iéokéxﬁogues\§ternly in the eye, straightens to his

full height)and says firmly. "Tell Nogues tha yq‘@o nou recognize either hé or
Petainl® This makes Nogues blink and, after Jong palaver, General Clark goes

into the small conference room with Darlan, Nogues and lMr. Murphy. The rest of

the officers, both American and Frénch, stand or sit around in the lobby. Soon

loud voices are coming from the room,[Almost all the talk is French, Occasionally,

General Clark's deep voice comes through the door and wall. Then the Frenchmen

are off agmin, shouting excitedly.] After an hour of this, Giraud, who has been
sitting[stonilyjin the "lobby talking to no one and obviously ignored by the other
Frenchmen, is invited in. He lkmows that none of the other Frenchmen went himTand
hel is nervous about his fubure position:15q¢ Géneral Clark hag promised not o
let him down. When Giraud enters the room, [the other two Frenchmen partially tura
their backs.] General Clagkﬂ?iﬁ} maticelly |has the thres men shake hands. Darlan

[ . . - - .
and Nogues are|bittingly lecoldP®™ Then the argument is renewed. It is almost solely

between Nogues and Darlan and ‘Giraud. After 20 minutﬁsipf this,] General Clark

leaves the confersnce room.[ﬁe reportst] "
: b ; UL o

"Trm leaving the boys to battle it out among themselves,| I've told them they

have to compose their differsnces or elge T will set up a militany government.

7
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I'don't want toc be too optlmlbtlc but I think this thing is g01nw to werk itself
out. Nogues doesn't want Giraud in the military picture. Darlan is now trying to
get Giraud and Nogues together. It is no place for me."

But, 10 minutesg later, General Clark returns to the conference room and the
argument that has been going on subsides. Fifteen minutes later all the conferees
come out. The only one that locks the least bit pleased is General Clark. His
officers fall in behind him &nd walk to their section of the hotel.fthrough a
dark, twigting roadway—courtyard_][n his room, General Clark says briefly to his
anxious officerss "The Frnnchmﬁn think they can work this thing out. I've given
them until tomorrow to do zo. Ll'm tired now and I'm going to bed. Goodnight,m
The strain of the past four days on General Clark has been terrific. He is not
used to political maneuvering,

Late tonight a cable is received that General Eisenhower will .fly to Algiers
tomorrow Promigipraltar. General Clark believes the showdown is near and General
Tke voluntSered L. come to throw his influence behind his Deputy Commander. [ﬂencp,'
with the situation not settled and Eigenhower due here tomorrow, no cable is sat
Yo outlined the situation ag of tonight.] /

What about the French navy. General Clark, convinc d that Darlan "is the one .
man here who can bring these many disssnting factions together," is not too
optimistic about the fleet "although," says the gensral, ‘"he may yet develop some
infliuence." Ha continues to play with Darlan because he does not bplleve that the
bulk of the armed forces will follow Giraudfs orders and that certainly nons of
the nevy and little of the air foree will., Generzl Clark has Hvrﬂcztwd that Darlan

ssume political leadership for the present, maintaining the present governors in
horocco, Algiers and Tunilsia. Gitaud will be permitted to orgenize & volunteer
rench army to fight alongside the Allies, "This methodf," says General Clark,
"had many advantages: we equip only those French units that leuntecr to fight,
the resi of the army will probably stegnate or remzin under present control for
use only jin defense of North Afvica. In this way will we have actlv% kelp, nob
passiveig%ﬂaer the conditions that have arisen, this looks like the best solution,.”

Eﬂmagcneral still has had 1little time to watch thh military situation. All ig: |
fairly quiet in Oran and Algiers.[At Capablanca there is still some fighting. 2
between the French and American navies, Gensral PatiOﬁ’ﬁh;Qt&utjcnp with General
Nogues await the governor's return to French Moroceco.|[General Anderson's army that
is driving east has taken Bone, Bougie and Philippeville. Mors troops dre moving
up. One battalion of the 39th.U.S. regiment is to move forward with he British,

In Tunisia, the Germens have landed some tanks and they have 200 a_rplaneo on

Tunisian airdromes. This move was made by. Admiral Esteva on ordsrs from Vichy.

General Clark, through Juin and Darlan, hes taken steps to stop this. Plans are

now being 1ade for British and American paratroops to move toward the eastern

border of Algeria so they cen strilke at the Germans. The Axis has only a wvery

small force in Tunisia, apparently going to use it to hold a bridgehead to pour
through more troops——probably Ttalians from Sicily, The Germang have their hands .
full, The battle in Fgyplt is going marvelougly, with Ale;anébr's force dr;vxng

steadily on.) ' sl
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AIGIFRS, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1942--"This mey be Friday the 13th,™ says
General Cler at brﬂﬂ‘ ast, "but L*oneho"’ feel it is going to be a lucky day
for us." It starts.out ?Qll enough: the Algerian papers, in front pzge boxes and
bold face type, announce this morning that General Cldrk has been made a Lieubenant
General. But General Clark refuses to put the third star on each shoulder until he
has official confirmation.

Darlan, Nogues and Giraud are sgain in conference, attempting to work out
their indivmdual problems and a solution to the inwvolved situation. In a cable
to General Eisenhowsr, Genecral Clark, who dislikes Nogues even more than he does
"that weakling Juin,™ describes Nogues by an old term knowm well by him and hig
old friend, Genersl "Ike," Nogues, csbles General Clark, "is a YBSOB." When the
nessage is received at Gibraltar the decomers believe it ig garbled transmission.
It isn't. Tt means "yellow bellied son of a biteh,” Clark has sbgolutely no use
Ffor Nogues but, like Darlan, it looks as though he might have to play alonz with
him,

To provide for eventualities, General Clark calls in Gemeral Ryder and tells
him to put all-his troops on the alert in event of trouble. If the negotiations
fail, there may be fighting and the American trocps, dispersed cagily around the
Algiers area, mugt be ready to fight. Little incidents have been ariging daily.
Inother comes up this morning. First, French Sengalese fighters are matched, man
for man, with the small guard that has surrounded the Automatic Telephone Exchange,:
our signals headquariters. Later, a machine gun company comeg and begins sebtting up
its guns in front of our American guard. Ryder is ordered to countersct this move.
General Clark orders Juin to report to hlm.

‘ Suddenly, General Nogues appears and goes into a conference in General Clavk'sg
combined hotel bedroom-office. Nogues wants a last minute talk with General Clark
before he goes dinto the conference with Darlan and Giraud. The Deputy Commander

is ‘firm: a decision mugt be reached, the Frenchmen must compose their differences,
or they will all be put fin dustody and a military government established. Then

Juln reports. In no uncertain terms, General Clark tells him aboul the setting up
of the French machinegun company and orders him to have it removed immediately.
Juin says it is all a migtake sand hurries away to have the company returned to its
barracks.

The hall outside the generalls room is filled. Giraud, Admiral Fenard, various
lesser officials and Britigh General Anderson. The general calls in the Britisher
who reports that his operation to the east is going well. Bone has been divec- v
bombed but there is no damage. There has been a torpedo attack on Bougie but there
are no casualties. Anti-aircraft reinforcements have arrived at both Bone and
Bougis. One battalion of the 36th British Brigade has moved from Bougie to Setif
to hold the airdrome and prevent German landings. Inother battalion of the same
outfit hag arrived at Bone 1o replace the battalion moved to Setif. Seven Italian
transport planes have landed at Fl Alouine, in Tunisia. One hundred ten Italian
trucks have moved to La Goulette. Two battalions of Germans have moved to Nador,
northwest of Bizerte. There are indications they are going to meet opposition from )
the French. The two generals go over plans to move paratroops up. Giraud comes in
to be assured that General Clsrk is still backing him. Admiral Fenard wants to
gssure General Clerk that he thinks things are going to work out satisfactorily,

Finally, it is time for General Clark to drive to Maison Blanche to meet

eneral Eisenhower. He thankfully leaves the crowded hall and goes to the airdrome.

‘Just as Gensrel Clark's convoy, composed of four passenger cars and two loads of

armed soldiers packed in pcepS, General Fls@ghgrigéaqplane landes. Five other T
K : & ST
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o5 LFlying Fortresses and a squadron of U,S. P-39 fighers arrive simultaneously. :
(3?/> Generals Clark and Eisenhower and Admiral Cumningham drive back to Algiers together, ¢
the Deputy Commander bringing the Commander-in-Chief and the Naval Commander up to
date during the 18 kilometer ride. It is decided that General Clark will talk to
the Frenchmen first and that General Tisenhower will then be called into the con-

ference room. :

word is brought that the French officials want to see General Clark. They have
reached an agreement, General Clark goes tc see them. This is the agreement they
have reached?l L. IO e

: o

* Darlan will head the eivil and political government, The present governors of:
French Morocco—-lNogues; Algeria—Chaiittel; and Tunisia--Isteve#will remain in their
posts. Giraud is to head the French Armed Forces, recruiting an army to fight at
the side of the Allies. He is to be given a free rein to get volunteers from the
regular French Army. Yor the time being, Giraud's appointment wili not be announced
for political reasons. Says General Clark, after the plan has been outlined to
hims:

Arriving at the hotel, the three men have lunch and just as they are finishingazj

"You have reached an accord that will assist all Alljed forces in Africa. T
know it has been difficult for you and for me to adjust owr differences. I &appreciate
your cooperation and your help at this time. Now we can go ahead united in our
g@lan of defeating the Axis, restoring France and restoring peace. Admiral Darlan
willi head up the political and civil end of the Government of North Africa. Thig
will bring complete cooperation and accord with the Allied forces. Through General

Giraud you will assist us in our North African campasign. Admiral Darlan will coop-
(_ | -erate go that French forces will defend French North Africa. He will use his |
influence to assemble all available means for helping us.

MThe three territorial governorsg at present installed will remain at their
posts. AU an appropriate time, General Giraud will be announced as head of all
French armed forceg in North Africa. Certain other general guestions will be |
taken up later. This concerntegquipping, organizating and coordinating Trench units |
that will fight at our side. To facilitate our operaticms,French troops in strat-
egic positiong will vacate their facilities to make room for us. I'look to Admiral
Darlan for signature of the permanent armigtice terms. We will work up the details
of this armistice later. I propose now to bring in the Commander-in-Chief, ®eneral
Bigenhower .M

Before General Eigenhower is brought in and intreduced to all the French
officers, Admiral Darlan states he is signing the accord "with the objective of
defeating the Germans and returning France to her former place." General Eigenhower,
after shaking hands will all the officers, says:

"General Clark tells me you have reached complete accord. What you propose is
} completely acceptable to me. From this day on Admiral Darlan heads the French North
‘ African state. In this attitude I am supported by President Roosevelt. Many details
have yet to be worked out. Representing me is Genersl Clark who speaks for me. Such
details as you and he agree on will be approved in detail by our headguarters and
our governments. Ve all must agree to put together all means to whip the Germans.
| “am returning to Gibraltar within the hour. I apologize for the briefness of my
g7f‘4 isit. Thank you for your cooperation and for joining us in reaching an agreement.”
i (_' %ﬁherals Clark and Eisenhower then shake hands.all around and depart for the sir-
%, port. The Frenchmen remain in gesgion to discuss liasison with the Allies and to
" outline their problems.[Generals Eisenhower and Clark and Admirals Darlan and

Cunningham are photographed by newspaper and movie cameramen:l
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s [t Maison Blanche airport, newspapermen and photographers are waiting for

(o)

) Generals Eisenhower and Clark. Since the Commender-in-Chief must depart for Gib-
| raltar immediately if they are to land before dark, there are no interviews,) General

T Glark is to explain the accord to the journalists when he returns to his hotel.{The

\
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only ceremony is when General Eisenhower.pins the third star on General Clark's
ghoulder—-moving him from major general to lieutenant general. Says Disenhower

a3 he pins on the start while cameras click: "I've been waiting a long time to do
this, Wayne. I hope T pin on the fourth star!" General Eisenhower takes off an
Beneral Clark returns to his hotel, The general still insists on wearing two stars
until he hearsg dirgpt from the War Department of his promotion.)

fdn i

_ General-Giark sketches, at his press conference the pressure that was brought.
to bear before +the Frenchmen reached an accord. He then tells the newsmen of the
Darlan-Giraud setup. "I felt," explained General Clark, "if they were not all
together there would be repercussions that would detract from the main effort——
getting into Tunisia and coming to grips, wherever possible, with the Axis." He
explaing that French troops are already resisting German entry into North Africa.
*This tremendous help is one step toward our collsboration,” he continues."We are
going to attempt to ship in food for the Algerian eivilians and provide them with
things that the German and Ttalian Armistice commnissions were taking away from
them and shipping to their own countries. Derlsn is going on the radio to announce
the accord. The Frenchmen were all jubilant and kissed each cother on the cheek.
It was guite a family reuniont ¢

"That about the French fleet? Well, Darlan is reguesting the admiral of the
fleet at Toulon to come to Africa, But the Marshall,=prarently, has ordered
otherwise., We still have hopes. We lknow where it is and what it is doing.iTheo
Germang are holding back on entering Toulon beczuse of the French fleet. They are
dickering for it. Don't forget that if the French bring the fleet out all the
Frenchmen in France will be under terrific oppression. The fiagét comprises the
Frenchmen's last card. You agk what the reaction will be in the States to our having
Darlan in the picture, All of you must understand that Derlsn was the ong man ;%
power here who controls the land, sea and air forces. Whether or not yquﬁ%hink im,

{a ratj he was the only man who could isgue the proper order ‘and bring all[ihé]
“factions together. He is the only man the armed forces would obey. I had to play
along with him. A few minutes ago I was informed that lMarshal Petain is giving our
accord his blessing. Darlan and the rest of his men are tremendously pleased.

[ﬁI would have sooner walked into the Germansg than into these boys. Politics
isn't my line. Buth did the best I could and I think I succeeded, I didn't want
to have to worry about dissident factions. Giraud has the complete support of the
Americans but we have to work him in slowly. Darlan and I believe that the people
will now be united for the defense of North Africa. These past four days have been
difficult becange we have have to disperge our troops to give an appearance of
sbrength. We haﬁyhad to keep looking back over our shoulder ingtead of to the front--
to the east and Tunisia. Now we have a recognized ocutfit to deal with in a business-
like way. To the east General Anderson ig mowving in troops at Bougie and Bone.
The Axis is bombarding hesvily. We lost five ships returning from Bone but everything
ig going fine.[The British fighter pilots—and they are megnificent--are having a
field day in this clear weather. They are doing a wonderful job and thé]ixis air
losses have been heavy. The paratroop jumps in the east have béen successful. Things
—lpliook good.M
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"i"t.u.r the newsmen have gons, the owner ef the hotel brings in bottlesfof.

. champagne, "Both the owmer and the maneger are ardently pro-American. Censral

Clark invites in his small group of officers and the American State Department
men who havs buen aggisgting him and has & smell party. The toests &re to the
suceess of the General's negotiations ahd +o his PDOTOtIOH to a lieutenant
general. Fcﬂlow1ng dinner, the general’ tired out from the past four days, goes .
to bed at 2000,

2% 3 *
AIGTERS, NOVEWBER 14, 1942—The advance American headguarters in the Hotel
St. George are being et up and General Clark makeg an inspection tour of ‘the
large building which overlocks Algiers harbor from & hill. Arcund it ig &
beawtiful, half-tropical garden, full of bright flowers, palm end orange trees
The genorml goés around pointing out where he wants warious sections amnd offlces.
The officers' mess is to start Monday noon. Alrsady the place, left very dirty
by the French naval gtaff, is being c¢leaned up. General Clark plans of staging
a show, with crowds and bands, when the headquarters is opened and the American
and British flags flown from in front the building. All the French officers,

except one admiral, have moved out. Families are also vacating apartments to make

way for officeg and slesping guerters. h
Then Ceneral Clark returns to his office the corridor in front of it ig
begiming to jem up with French officers coming to him with their rroblems., The
general feels they should work out some of the details among themselves first so
he goes on a tour, his first real one since srriving in Algiers last Monday. First
he goeg to 34th Division headquarters whichk sre in the ernmate and quite new
Germen consulate, also overlecking the harbor. He conferg with Brigadier General
Peorter and arrangeg for a company to gusrd headguarters and pay homnors to the
visiting Frenchmen who are bound to fleck to him,. From this cutfit will be selected
an honor guard.iBeneral Porter -explains what the various componentc of the 34th _
ran, into when they lended l=st Sunday morning. Part of the troops that erticiDated
in the asgault are moving forward to Bone and Bougie with the British lsgt Army.
The general then goes to the headquarters of the 168th Infantry, guartered
in & normel school Just outgide El “iqr There he confers with Genﬁr il Ryuer and
Collonel O0'Daniel, tﬁ11inc 0'Daniel that he is being recommended for & E.G. The
two men £1ll the general in further on what occured guring +the landing operation
and General Clazl, remembering the days-when he was in chsrge of treining all
I.S. broops as Chﬁef of Staff of the Ground Forces, ingtructs RByder to have all
comzanders report on the lesgons they learned as & result of the operation "so
they can be used to effect in future ‘tra:\.nin‘,." He particularly wants information
on the amphibicug phage of the operation gince geveral errors that could have been
seriouig were made in getting the troops to the praper beachess

Next the General goes toe the HM.S. Bulola to confer with General Andergon
and Air Msrshal Welsh, Both inderson and Welsh outline how the operation to the
eagt is going. Genersl Anderson is meebing Axis air opposition only to date.
The picture is spotty but emcouraging. French troops in eastern Algeria have
regrouped in the vicinity of Beja, Tehessa and Souk El Arba to delay CGerman
penetration of Algeria. In Tunlsla, French elements in the wicinity of Ferryville
and Southwest Tunis are observing and delaying the Germans. The deficiency in
anti-gircraft, anti-tank, ermored vehieles and motor transport does net permit
the French to offer rigid resistance end they are carrying on guerillsa wcrfarc.
There has been no ground hostilities to gpeak of between the French and the Axi
but French anti-aireraft joined the British inm firing on German plenes at Bone
todey . Anderson tells Gensral Clark that_hgﬁ%&qs not desire additicnal ground
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troops from the Oran force becavge they cannot be brought up dn time te assi
sh troops are due ih by sea. However; he wantis
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weapong have besn moved to the easl by plane. British aund jmerican paratroops
arz scheduled to drop &t advence key pozutr in Fasternfilgeria tonorrew morning.
Adr defsnge at Bougle is bad because of the lack of Radio Direction Finders.
Engineerg are trying to enlarge the airpert there so more big planeg can be
brought in, At present their are seven fighter Equalron at advanced bages——
two at Bone, two at Djedjelli and five at Bougie. & battalion of infantry is
held ng Setif airdrome where petrol ig being moved in go planes can be better
dispersed for strategy. Gemeral Clark promises he will order Flying Fortresses
up to aid in daylight bombing operations. They will be baged at Blide airdrome,
nesr Algiers, Light bombeéers will go into Setif. General Clark, remarking that
"things look in fairly good shape," goes down the Bulola's gangplank and returns
to his headguarters.

There he cables Gibraltar asking for the 97th Bombardment Sguadron to move
into Biida as soon as possible "because it is urgent that dajll“ht bombing raids
on the Axis in Tunigia get underway." He also asks for at least "a token shipment"
of foed, clothing, medical supplies and coal to the citizens of North Africa
for propaganda and psychological reasons, depending on the urgency of military
shipping.,

Regarding the French situation, General Clark declares: "It should be
realized that the French, having permitted the Axig to bring forces inte Tunisis -
without opposition, ere now unable to effectively oppose them since French forces
are weak and poorly equipped. Defeat of the Axis in Tunisia must be accomplished
almost solely by our troops.!" He urges the early movement of 1.8, armored form-
ation in the eastern campaign. He recomiends that they be brought from Eprench
HMoroeco if the situmation justifies the move. The Deputy Commandsr also infeorims
the %iin~d that re-routing of convoys to sbet the drive sastward should be looked &
into. :

Admiral Darlan comes to General Clark to report that he has been adviged that
Admiral fuphen, until recently Minister of Marinmes at Vidhy end a close personal,
friend of Darlan, has just gone to Toulon as commander of the fleet. In addition,
Dmrlan has hed a mysterious message from Auphsn which Darlan thinks means Auphsn
ig "planning seome unusual action with the French fleet." General Clark reporis,
later, to General Fisenhower that he is "continuing to atiempt to influence Darlan
to make another request" for the fleet. Darlan reports he is also trying to get
Admiral Collingny at Dakar to cooperate "to asgure the future use of units at
Dakar . Darlan suggests that Admiral Robert at Martingue take the same attitude.

He propose® that French merchant and naval ghips at Fort de France be transferred
to Cassblanca and then to Martinique,. Darlan gays he is weady to announce Genersl
Girsud as the militery leader and proclaim that DsGaulle iz not recognized. He

is discouraged for the time being while General Clark determines what negotiations
might be going on betwsen DeGaulle and the Allied governments.

Later in the day, General Clark confers with the political and civil cxperts.
The French have been oppoging the suggested exchasnge rate of 75 frames to the
dollar and 300 to the pound. Darlen withdraws his objections and that exchange
is to stand. Other problems he tries to unknot during the day comcern rates for
local ‘labor assisting in Allied work, demsnds the release of General Bethourd in
Morocco who hag been imprisoned by the French for helping the American effort
there, discusses control of the railroads in French North Africa. During the day,
the general also confers with Lisut. Col. Raft, the commander of the parachute -
battalion that lsnded at Oran. The grcup.h@ﬁféfégﬁd, 15 wounded and 88 missing.
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:-Raft ig itching for more action angﬂ- dbOmEs going to jump further east
/An Algaeia. At present, they have been moved as far @s Algiers j

In the evening, General Clark prepares a statement for the French press and
North African radio gtations. It reads:

- "To the people of French North Africa: In the name of my Commander-in-Chief
Gensral Eigenhower, and myself, I welcomes this opportunity ef sxpressing my
pleasure at the agreement reached yesterday with Admiral Darlan and the French
military anthorities.

"I 'am here for one purpose only—& purpose which every Frenchman will
understand-—and that is to drive from the soil of Africa the enemies of m
countrgeand her allies, who are also the traditionsl enemieg of Franece, and to
restore the unity and dindependence of the French Impire. It is notl for a forelﬂner,
however frlendLV, to trespass upon the intermal life of the French peopls, but
this much, perhaps, I may be allowed to say: It will be a cause of the greatest
pride and happiness to me to feel that in this grealt task we have at our side onece
again the fighting men of France and I know that every Frenchmen worthy of hlh
country will be behind them and behind us in our advance against the common‘enemy.

"Wive La France. Vie Les Etats Unis. Vive La Liberte."

[One dramatic incident occurs in dowvntown Algiers today. Italians taken
prisoners when our troops landed are being moved to the harbor to be placed aboard
ghips. Most of them are Itzlian army officers. As the trucks move through the
crowded streets, the Italisng are booed and hissed. When a truckload of American
soldiers passes by a moment later they are cheesred and clappedi]
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un front page pictures and

ries a two—colum eut of
o French North Africans and

ALZTERS, NOVEMBER 15, 1942-—A11 Algerian paper
stories toan about Lleuten“nt General Clark, E
the general, a bold-face boxed text of his messa
a biographical skethh about him,

After going over the messages that came 1n during the night and finding
nothing of extreme urgency pending, General Clark goes to the Holy Trinity Church
of Adgiers (Church 'of Fngland) with Captain Nright, Colonel Holmes, Majors lleacham
&nd Billingslea, Captain Boye and Lieutenant Beardwood. For the first time since )
arriving in flgiers all the of ffieers go Tltnogt side arms but as a precautionary
measure a goldier with g tommygun ride the gemeralls black Buick. Later, ""Jegch“
gdmits he had a .45 in hig tunic pcckot “Juvt in case." The sermon and hvmnu haw
a war theme. Officers notice ‘that when prayer times come Ceneral Clark Seems Very
busy. Later he is asked what made hinm rray so hard and he dlcc¢o~és that he just
kept repeating -one phrase ~"0h, Gody, let me get the flset from Darlani® Hoh, LOu,J!
let me get the fleet from Darlan"" Sa chllrouH but oh how wital} ;
General Clark's most important confersnce of the day is with Cenersl Girsud
who is being announced today by Darlsn ac head of the French military. Giraud
aprears to be working in complete harmony with Darlan, He feels that Darlan is
actively supporting us in resistance to the lxis. Both Ciraud snd Juin have igsued
orders to troops in Tunisia to resist and they both men are going on a reconnzissance
of the Tunigian border tomorrow to see that their orders are being carried out. An

e American officer will accompeny them. The French troops are being disposed in
accordance with their capsbilities. French troops from Elgiers and Constantine
are being moved eastward to protect the right flank of the advenece that General

—

Anderson ig planning. '
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((“/\\ [The French troops are devoid of antiuﬁa;k uni#s so_Genera] Clark requests
/. that U.S, tank destroyer troops go along with the French to assist them, with
Fire powsr and morale. Theé general also orders two outfits up from Oran—an
automatic weapons battalion and an anti-—tank battalion, twe platoons of which have
self-propellsd 78g.]

General Mast, the principal Frenchman with whom (reneral Clapk cemfierred on
his gecret trip to Africa last month, is in evidence again. He hag been assigned
by General Giraud as chief liaiscn off to General Olsrk's hc;'&uurters.{Tn—
7y the omner of the ronAHZ"OI flli& near Chercel has coms to see the
ince the Americans were LnﬁL;, the owner has not besen able to retiorn to
g houge. He gayg it iz being watched by pro-Axis elements and he fearg sssasg-
ingtion, He asks “c:yruW”ﬁl"r% for a military pass and the right to carry &
weapon. The general compromises, giving him a military pass.

pre 990
ecause reports coming from French Norocdbjﬁbnc:rning operations and
cnnaltlong there, General Clark is sending military and civil perconnel to that
region tomorrvow geo they can bring back the complste pieture on conditions to
leer:? 01s p.[;ecau,e of the growing importsnce of civil gffu_*p, Gesneral Clark
orders more offiecers up for that s:ction{]

-y

Yesterday Admivel Darlan came in concerning a slight difference of opinion on
_ r point between himself and General C_raLL. General Clsrk senged
e atiempting to determine if he would be overrode in Giraudlg

old him that he f“ar1' ) headed h” Freonchmen and gided

1

~
. with him, "That," said General Clark, "put me on 2 better footing with Darlan and
(”' put me in a hetter hargaining “0”“t1rq fhr the future,’
General Anderson comes in to conffr and tells -“nﬁ”°1 Clarik Lhut the situation
in the east iz "patchy, but good." The Fremch are zetually jo 1z in the bing.
[Eritish and American “aratro"x; are being dropped successful
1 and congolidating their positions. Part oP the 32th “11i ‘ iers late
in the af'twrnnﬂn for Bone and P”;gm to strengthen thoge roin‘ts. & bozbing pelicy
is being outlined for Tunisia. Because we-hope to oceupy the region, precision
bomling will be the rule so that French shipe and vital ingtallations can be
‘ retained for our use.
J&% l Clark moves todzy from the small bedroom and office that he hag basn
| i - to & thrﬂi—rGOm apartment that overlooks Algiers harbor from the end
of & wing of the Hotel St. George. The pgeneral beging, late in the day, holding
hig conferences in hig gitting room. The rest of the Hotel is bcin Ta ;ldl"
prepared for cceupancy——the signal geetion being the firgt to start mowing in its
equipment.]
—
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ATGTERS, NOVEMBER 16, 1942 —C neral Clark'sg Jlfflcult npegotiations concernin%:
defense :ashreﬂ against tqc Axis are beginning to pay dividends. The first land
gkirmish with the Germans in Jorth Africa occurs at Beja where & French Battalion

of the Gamrd drives off a Cerman reconnaigsance detachment compoged of motoreyecles
and lizht cars. There was an exchange of shots and the Germang retired guickly.

There are many exaples of cooperation by the French. Lieut. Col. Raft, eomn—
" manding the scrappy and fast-moving 503rd U.S. parutrnﬂ battalion callg General
Ciark from Youks Les Bains, west of Tebesse in the far sast of Alg geria, Jnd reports
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ecomplete cooperation, in order and ready for action." The French have received
orders to resist the Axis and they give every indication that they will,Raft says.
Inecidentally, the work of the S503rd has been a saurce of joy to CGeneral Clark, :In
legs than 'a week thig rugged bunch has fought st Oran, landed at Algiers, jumped
at Youks Les Bains and hisready to scrap agsin., Raft broke a rib at Algisrs but

he hag refused to slow down. Genersl Clark ig recommending the stubby, little
fighter for the Distinguished Service Gross.)

The dttitude of the French and the success of Gemeral¥—Claerk!s difficult
negotiations iz demonstrated in several places: French troops north and west of
Tebessa have been increased by three battalions of infantry, one sguad of horse
cavalry, two squadrogs of motorized machineguns. Two batteries of French artillery
have been added between Cardinaon and Souk El Arba. These troops were moeved from
the Constantine area..,Admiral lMorean has issued orders to the coastal batteries,
gome of which are now being manned ‘again by French trocps, to fire -on aything
Axig that comes within their range...French anti-aircraft at Bone has joined the

| Allies in firing oflxis aircraft...A French battalion that resisted the Imericans

dogredly at Gran and logt all its artili.ery is now ready to fight on cur side and
General Clark is congidering reinforcing it with American artillery...French sailors
and civilians from Tunis arrive at headguarters during the day, offering their
gervices in the fight againgt the Axis.

\The first officer of Allied Force Headgjuarters hag been killed. The wietdim is
Brigadier Vogel, British, who was deputy G-3 to General Lemnitzer. Vogel was
enroute back to London from Gibraltar teo report to the Prime Minigter when hig
Catalina Flying Boat, bucking a gtiff headwind, ran out of gag and craghed jus
outgide Plymouth, Bngland. The strange vagaries of war also ceught up with Captain

- Peters, commander of the destroyer that stormed Oran hour on the night of the

attack. Peters! sghip was heavily shelled by the French coastal batteries. Peters
was on the bridge with 17 other men. A1L but Peters was killed. He suffered an
eye injury and was enroute back to England with Vogel when bhe plane crashed. Peters,
too, was killed. i "
—
Incidentally, the Prime WMinister pul.ed a prize crack following the successful,
landings in French North Africa, Mr. Churchill reportedly rubbed his hands and said
there was no use building up the theater furbher; that attention could now be
turned elgsewhere. He was soon gset straight! But Vogel was going back to talk furthenp
with the rimeAMinister{]Anotheiﬁﬁfemature move i made by Foreign Secretary Iden.
He—w;ote,~ﬁ§ﬂ¥gng to send a gooup of P®gaullists to French North Africa for con-
ferences. Both Generals Clark and Eisenhower veto the ideas, saying the subject of
Degaulle and hig followers isg dynamite[ﬁere and arrivel of suech @ mission at this
time might have very serious repercussions.(Says General Clark: "What are they crd
trying to do, saddle métwith THREE Kingpins!{mn] N

. dogqedly
General Clark is still yorking furicésly to get the French Navy. He is
handling Admiral Darlan ‘ecress 54 giving in here, stiffening up there. Reconnaiggance

ghowg today that the fieet is gtill at Toulen, The general & now concentrating on
getting the naval sguadron at Alexandria. Darlan has also guggested that the
American consul genersl in Martinique sound out Admiral Robert concerning whether
he will join Darlan's combination. If Robert appears to favor the move, Darlan will
contact Robert. General Clark has been informed that Vichy has sent Admirel Platon
to Tunis to instruct Admiral Fsteva to cooperate with the Germans and resigtothe

" Miies. It apiears at Vidhy that Admirzl Platon, Generel Bridoux and Laval are

urging & definite military alliance with Germany. Petain, backed by General Weygand,
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hag refuged to accept. Weygand is reportedly urging Petain to cocperate to the
fullest posgible extent with the United States. Darlen proposes, and General Clark
agrees, that French naval officers and seamen ihterned in Fngland be releaged so
they can fight and that Allied:s sympethizers, held in custody in French North
Africa, be releaged.

[@fficers arriving here and detailed reports from Genersls Eisenhower and
G¥auenther ere now giving & more complete picture to General Clark of what happensd
at Oran and Cassblanca. The fighting there mas much more savage than it was in
Algiers. Both the harbors were partially blocked when French vessels were geuttled.
An Axis submarine hap been captured at Oran. The sub came in to strike at shipping.
It was spotted by planes that dropped depth charges and forced it to the surface.
The sub then held off bombing planes with deck anti-aircraft gums. Spitfires,
piloted by Americans, then went after her, strafing the crews on the decks and
foreing the commander to take the sub into Oran and gurrender! The stifiest land
oppogition came at the Casablanca area wherw, apparently, French friends of the
Allies had the lesst influence. All is fairly quiet throughout all of French
North Africa now. General Anderson reports to General Clark in the afternoon,
giving him details of the British first army's move to the east. No engagements
have occured yet. To assist the drive to the east that will start as soon as
General Andersen has brought up sufficient troops will be assigted by American
" Flying Fortresses. General Clark completes arrangsments for the use of the 97th
Bombardment Squadron in a conference today with General Doclittle and Air Marshal
Tielgh, General Clark agks General Figenhower to exert "al. pregsure" to get all
the 97th to Blida airdrome ocutside Algiers, Until Americsan bombs are brought up,
the Fortresses will rearrange their racks to carry British borbs .

Giraud's appointment as the French military head in North Africa is announced
by the late evening papers. Admiral Micheliu will head the French North African
naval forces.|..Robert Hopkins, son of Pregidential Advisor Harry Hopkins, reports
to General Clark. The youngster is with the Signal Corps...The Gensral wires the
White House that young Hopkins is safe and well...The St. George Hotel Officers!
lless begins to operate and it ig excellent...Generzl Clark starts loocking for a
villa where he can live during the time he will be in Algiers...Lieutenant General
John L. Dellitt, comuander of the U.S. Fourth Army and the military commander of
the Pacific Comast and Alagkea, cables Genersl Clark concerning hig being a Lieut-
enant Generals; "Warm and hearly congratulations on your promotion. My high hopes
for you realized. Best wishes."..Still the general has not had official confirm-
ation of hig appointment; still he continues to wear just the two stars of a
major general, M.W.C. is wondering if the appointment has been delayed "because
I went to bed with Darlan since it was a military necessityi"...Consul General
Doolittile of Tunis has arrived, escaping just before the Germans moved in. He
was stopped twice while leawving Tunis but the Germans thought he was part of the
French commigsion thet had been attached to the Bey of Tunis. Doolittle says the
French blocked the harbor of Bizerte, that some air and motorized units have
moved in but that the group is not large...At night, General Clark listens to
the B.B.C. news on shortwave and hears a long account of the success of combined
operations in the North African operation.

* 3 "
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LQD?IFRS, NOVEUBER 17, 1942—The British and dmerican flapgs are raised with
great ceremony today over Allisd Foree Headquarters in Fremch North Africal
General Clark, wearing for the first time the three stars of a lieutenant gemeral,
plans and heads the ceremony and greets the guests: Admiral Darlan, Iisutenant
General Anderson, Admiral Cunningham, Govenor Chatiel of Algeria, Admirals Fenard
and Burroughs, Air Marshal Welsh, Cesneral Ryder and rspresentatives of Genena%] ';j
E L % R
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In the Bue Michelet, Americen and Britigh color guasrds stand at attemtion

in the street, facing the parspet where Gemeral Clark stands and where the flags

are to be raised. On the troops' right ig a small band from the 168ph Lmerican
regiment. As automobiles bearing each of the distinguished guests pall up in
fromt of the parapet and alight, the band plays ruffles gccording to rank and the
guest 1s escorted up to General Clark. When all the distinguished wigitors have
arrived, the two color guards and the band march up onto the parapet. The street
ig crowded with Algiers residents-—Arabs and Frenchmen, children and dogs. On
the parapet, standing between ‘the two flag polss, is a French honor guard that

ig earrying the French tricolor. It's a three-nation gathering and as the American
and British flsgs are run up the poles, all the off'icers salute while the band
plays. Then General Clark takes his guests up through the hotel garden to a

galon for champagne., The Allied headguarters that General Clark heads is now
offieially cpen.

General Clark's appointment as a Lieutemnt General in the United States Army

was approved by the U.S. Senate on November 14 bul because of transmission diffic-
ulties, the cable official y announcing it was not received until today. The
general puts on the third star and his two aides——lajor NMeacham and Lieutenant
Beardwood, who have been straining at the leash to put on three—stzr aide badges—
proudly put on “the new badge of "the old man" who is so young--only 46, youngest
lieutenant general, by several years, in the U.S. Army. General Claerk is to rank
as & lieutenant general from November 1l.

Movements are building up for a ghowdowa in the vieinity of the Tunisian
border. German and British-American-French adwvance forces have bome into contact.
A British reconnaissance unit znd German motorcyclict feeler troops brushed at
EL Aguana. Two Junkerg tried to land at Gabes but, when fired upon by Fremch
troops, they flew away. One Junkerg was shot down by the small arms of Americen
parachutists at Tebegsa. General Anderson reports to General Clark that the 106th
Automatic Weapons battalion has left for ¥ast Tunisia—one battalion to Souk EL
Arha, the second to Souk Abras and Tebessa and one has jeined with a Britiigh
brigade and is moving to Bone. An advanced battalion of the 78th Division hag
reached & road junction 18 miles east of Tabarka and has sent ons company ahead
toward lMateur, whers Germans are peported, to feel the enemy out. Seventeen planes
bombed El Alouian apartmsnt suwceessfully but reported a heavy concentration of
light flak. The French are now holding east of Beja and will protect the British
southern flank and supply tramsportation for Anglo-fmerican troops. L fmited
States dficer returning from Tehessa reports to General Clark that the French have
e well organized defenge and that their énthusiasm is great since American para-—
troops arrived to agsit them. Two German patrols at Oued Zarge and west of
Mateur were driven off bjxethe Frenmch. Intelligence reports show between 100 and
200 German vehicles in the vicinity of Mateur and German outposts at Sidi Neer )
and Oued Zarga. French estimate that there are 4,000 Germans in Tunis withlight
tanks and about 8,000 Germans with two battalions € light tanks at Bizerte. In

_ Tunis, the French gendarmarie has been replaced with the Fascigt militis. An

armistice commission of R0 Axis natichals has been captured at Gafga and taken to
Tebepsa. German pursuits are disperged at Bow Arad and Depienne. Wine subversive
French nationals were arrested todey in Algiers and General Clark instructs Oran
to "interne subversive troublemakers." Bizerte harbor has been cleared virtually
of its obstructions and six German ships reportedly arrived during the day.

General Inderson reporits to General Clark thet the "situation is in hand." He
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[?Ontemplates dropping Britisgh paratroows alt Sousse Lo cut the German'ts north-
.south supply road, General Clark approves the strategy. Anderson & also moving

2 small detachment %o Gafwa. General Clark orders additional Tight tank battalion
‘up from Oran and asks that a 155 mm artillery battalion be ready to move forward
in abeut a week,

Six Flyinz Fortresseg raided Bizerte yesterday, ineluding General Clark!'s
two planes. Today he sees "bomb pattern" reports and the U.S. fliers were right
on the target. All six planes returned but one was quite badly shet up. The Forts
got one Focke Wolfe fighter.T]

General Clark conferg again with Admiral Derlan and Darlan reports that the
attitude ‘among French officials 'in Dakar has "undergone a change following the
exchanze of messages which resulted in my declaring that the agreement with the
Americens had the 'bd.CZLt aprroval ef Marsbal Petain," French officials are coming
to Algiers from Dakar to confer with Darlan. The Admiral tells General Clark he
18 “Opthl.th and T am convinced French West! Africa will be with us.! There is
still nothing definite concerning what is going to hapien to the French flepet.

The French are hanging tenaciously to the lagt card they have to play if Frenchmen
in the metropolitan area are to get amnesty from the Germans.

fﬁrlgadler Generdl Gruenther flies in from Gibraitar for a wnick conference.
Future plans are being made. It is possible that Generazl Clark will go back to
Oran soon to start crganizing the Fifth U.S5. Lrmy go it can start a new operation——.
possibly an attack agsainst Sardinia or! Sicily to open the way for en dssault on
Italy. It is zlso possible that the lisutensnt general will return to London to
start: planning for & spring offensive apgainst the continent. Gemeral Clark believes
U" the British should carry on the drive to the east by themselves, withdrawing - ‘
S American troops as the British strength builds up,. The British coull then continue
toldrive until Rommel ig oubt of Afriea and the lst zmé 8th Britigh Armies meet
sdch other. The offensive of General Alexander is exceeding a1l expectations. The
Afrika Korps is on the'run.)The British are back fto Dsrna ulreauy Gruenvhsr
reports that General Franco's response 1o President Roosewelt's message concerning
opening |oft the North African front was M"excellent.! Spain has been strictly
neutral. Tt appears now that if the Germans try to enter Spein to get a crack at
us from the back, Franco will invite us /'in. A% Oren, deserters from the Spanigh
Poreisn Legion have walked scores of miles from Spanich Morocco to offer their
services in bhe fight against the ftis.:

General Clark invites General Ryder to have dinner with him in the new
Officers! Mess which, all the officers declars, puts out the best food any of them
have had since they left the States. The original little band of eight headquarters
officer hag now swoilen to about 50 with more coming in daily.]
bt
At gde Liduteant Gensral Clark ag¢1n listens to the B,B.C. news and learng
that his uea] with Darlan is having diverse repercussions dn Tngland and ths T.&.
At Washington today, Secretaries Hull, Know and Stimson met and when the meeting,
concerning the North African sgreement, was over, Hull told the presg that the deal
with Darlan was a War Department matter and that "North Africe was under military |
- gontrol,” intimsting, as General Clirk has repeatedly pointed out, that the deal
L with Darlan was "a matter of military expediency.' 'In Eﬁgland,[gnsre My Churehill
Al hag been curryingz greater favor with DeGaulle,\the reaction is a'bit more acufe.
In the House of CONﬂonp today, s Clement ;t' ee 'was questioned rigorously and
he declared that sny statement cencerning the Darlan-Slark negotisbions would have
o come from the Prime Minister, Says Generdl Clark after listening to tzn brozd—{
cast: "It!s & good job my nomination wwnt through when it did iy
b e :
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i } LALCIERS, NOVEMBER 18, 1942-~Lisutenant CGeneral ClarkTs ady gtarts quietiy
e ehough but by nightfall thlngs are Bectic with Admiral Darlan coming and going end
& “:}\Y General Andergon making a report that disturbs and irritates the Deputy Commandsr-
‘E?ﬂm;dﬂ{ in—-Chiefof the Allied North African campaign. This, topped and integrated with &
‘ declaration by President Roosvelt bhat Darlan's QOSlthR is temporary, makes it
General Clark's toughest day since he concluded negotlatlons with Darlan and brought
cessation € hostilities.

Darlan is summoned in the afternoon as the result of the President's alleged
ennouncement and becanse of & report that certain pro-Allied Frenchmen are still
being held. Darlan is informed of the President's declaration that Darlan's position
ig "a temporsry expedient.”

"You understand, € eourse,™ Genieral Clark tells|Terlan, "that your present
status as'far as we are concerned depends upon the degree of whole hearted cooper-
ation we receive from you. In other words, as our goverament receives factual in-
formation as to your assistance in military and other ways, they will be more prone-
to accept your present position. I have received certain reports and I am not' ens
tirely satisfied that General Koeltz is coopersting 100 per cent. I think the timelJ
has come for you to tell Giraud that any General found wenting in cooperaticn shou
be relieved MHs e

Admiral Darlan asgrees with Lieutenant General Clark and agrees to so inform
Giraund who is still on the Tunisian frontier checking up on. French troops.. Geveral
Clark then takes up the matter of Darlan issuing & proclamation declaring emnesty
for any pro-Allies still in prison, Darlan promises to issue such a proclamation.
Reporting military moves by the French, Admiral Darlan reports that Nogues is
preparing seven French Moroccoan battalions for movement to Algierg to assist in
the defense of North Africa. Darlan algo declares that he has accepted "cortain
friendly elements" into his civil wganization. The officials sre: Saint Hardouin
to head foreign relations, Colonel Van Hecke to handle internal security, Regaud ‘i
to handle cengorship. The generzl feels inclusion of these men "should be favorable
to our position."|

Before Darlan leaves, Generszl Clark puts on pressure again for the French ;ﬁi 3
fleet, telling Darlan that his position would be meterislly strengthened if hec° \

[ﬁould offer a "few red apples to the teacher amtl the biggest and redlest aprle *Juﬂﬁ
is the French fleet."\The general d&fers Derlan air cover and anti-submarine pro- |
tection to nmove the French fleet out of Toulon. He hag already talked this-over f
with British and Smericen naval .officers. Darlan says he has issued all the orders ,
he cen conesrning the fleet at.the present time but that he will look for other moves, |
General Clark feelg that the French '"are cooperating very well 1n general,V

[?urlng the afternoon, the General goss out to 1n5pect troops and insgtallations
in the fileld. First he goes to Maisson Carce to re-visit the 30th regimental combat
team, Then he continues on to Meison Blanche where he inspeets 105 mm artillery
enplacements. The generdl, who hag felt so confined during the past wesk bescause
he has had to stick close to hig office, strides through the fields, happy to be
out in the open among troops and fighting equipment again, Before returning houme
he sees a new and crude cemebery where a number of Americens, killed in the Algiers
landing, are buried, There are & number of cruds wooden crosgesyy

/

\ Then General Clark returns he finds that General Anderson has been anxiously
Jiawaiting his return. The minute the British general enters The Deputy Commanders

room he declares that he thinks we are being "double crogsed by the French." Ander-
T gon has heard, as Genersl Olsrk heard earlier in the day, that the commander of =

| ——



French division f om Congtantine has told his troops not te start fighting the
Germans nnless they fire first. General Clark explains he has already taken thé

thing that might heppen in the next few days on the French. He is beginning to
condemn the Darlan negotiations that he (Anderson) supportly so enthusiastically
General Clark tells General Anderson that he has reportedly told him and General
Eisenhower "that we should not rely on the French--~they are not esquipped to do

2

?i“tter up with Darlan., But Anderson is excited. It is obvious that he believes he
‘Jhas over—eirtended himself to the east and that he is looking for an zlibi "in case
he gels a bloody nose from the Boche," General Clark says., He wants to blame any-

these tagks; they can't stop ermored columnsg with their bare handg." But Andergon,
in his anxiety, has sent General Eisenhower a radio explaining that he thinks the

French are double-crossing the British. This pigues General Clark, {

Darlan is re-summoned after dark to General Clerk's officeZh?he Deputy Com-
»mander tells him he hag' heard that "one of Koeltz! subordinates

that his troops would not attack the Germans unless the Germsns abtacked first.'
Since Giraud is absent from Algiers, the French general's Chief of Staff is sum-
moned. In front of General Clark and Wr. Murphy, Darlan tells the French colonel
that "it is my order that all French troops will resist the Axis in North Africa
General Clark ¥ stiliﬁ%ﬁt satisfied with this action alone so he demands that

2o issued orders

n
.

Darlan telephone Koeltz' headquarters in Constantine, Darlan dees this in General

Clerk's presence and with Mr. lurphylistening on the phone, The French leader
gives positive instructions to Koeltz that Frenech troops will resist.‘1ﬁfté§
Darlan has gone, one of the Admiral's closest advisors tells Mr. lMurphy that

"Darlan is being treated like a licutenant" and the Irench resent it. Later, General

Clark says it is imperative that he "get rough" with Darlan on occasionsq

General Spasatz arrives in the evening with a secret message to Gensral Clark

>, from General Fisenhower, It only éémfirms what the Deputy Commander has feared——
@ i i . e S 7
that t§§5¥e§§¥ié§é$§aﬁ@ald, not knowing the military necessity, object to the
negotiations he @gxﬂmassfuiﬁg]concluded with Darlan. The text:

-"T have been engaged in a coitinuous stream of correspondence with London in

defenge of arrangements we have made., Apparently, we are being rather definitely
condemned becsuce we have had the glightest thing to do withiDarlan, I have expla

ined

again and again that our agreements apply only to this locality and meke no attenpt

o to comnit cur govermment &o sny psrticular line of future political action. The
| case ig apparently becomigpg one of & great deal of newspaler comment and of in-

cessant correspondence between: the PH znd the President, mogt of it imspired by the

PM,
"ILm sticking firmly by what we have done as the only possible soluticn in

the circumstances; however, I guite agree thaet we must do nothing to embarras our
sovernments in the future. from a politiesl angle ‘and must confine our oym dealings

here to thoge things that hsve to do with winning the batile of Tunisiz. There-
fore, we mst (&) Have no needless publicity about any dealing with Darlen.' (b)
We muist deal firmly with Darlan to get those obvious advantages that will ecnvin
the peliticans of the wisdom of our zctien, Among these ig the igsus of a 'genera
order releasing all internees or prisoners belonging to' Allied Governments, in-

ce
1

ecluding the Tree French gnd the loeal French that have helped us. (¢) We mist not

allow Flandin, or any other psople who are equally odious te the Britidiand Amer
‘people, to be associated, even in & miner way, with the French Commiszion. (d) #
matter what title or office Darlan-or any of hiz assistants may choose to assume
we must not under any circumstances recognize his a

iggistance in winning the battle of Tumnisisa. ,

Wi e can logically be more f£firm with these people than we could a week ago..
greatest concern ig the Moroccan arca, but the time has come when this whole

must realize that wnless they go along with us they are nothing.

uthority or his title as extends
ing beyond French North Africa. () Bbove &ll, we must get out of him the maximum
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"Dear Ike:

"Attached hereto is the signed copy of the agreement with Darlan...I thought
you might wish to send this on to the War Department.

"Received your letter about GCM. It naturally troubles me because I know it
has troubled you. I must say that I think some of the boys in Washington are get-
ting unduly alarmed sbout small matters. The only thing that has gone to the press
is what has gone out through your headgquarters. It seems to me that the boys back in

Washington could do better to facilitate out work here rather than to bother us with

such unimportant tripe. (This refers to Washington objections to certain sections of
stories concerning General Clark's African rendezvous trip) The story of our visit

here was one that naturally appealed to the press. They built it up and magnified it

just as you would expect them to do. Every indication that I have received and other
people that I have talked to think that it was & swell story...

"] know the hell you have been taking, sitting in that damn tuannel, but don't
think I heven't had my share of it here. I have never gone through tendays like this
before in my life, but I must say that we are now obtaining the best combination of
results that I think were possible to squeeze out of the dirty mess we found here.

I don't mind making decisions-—you know that--but it is doubly hard when you make
them knowing that they are another's reponsibility. I have not once asked you to

come over here, for I thought that was your decision, but I do want you to knoow

that when you do come it will certainly be a great relief to me. I think that the
time has come when you should be here. Most of the communications are between you
and me and that will all be eliminated with your arrival.

"T am delighted that you feel as [ do about cubtting down the size of the staff.
I read the War Department radiogram on the formation of the Fifth Army. I don't
know how you feel about it, but I think——as General Marshall suggested——that the
American trooups here should be all headed up under one army and that plans be made
by that army for their arrival and training for its next offensive mission,

"With regards to the radio broadecast, I am glad not to have to appear. It is
guite a burden, but I totally disagree w1th the decision that senior officers
should not appear. After all, the people back home want to know from authoritative |
sources how their boys are getting along. There seems to be too many people afraid |
that senior officers are getting too much publicity. I will tell you more about
that when I see you.

"I can't tell you how grand your support has been during this trying time.

Your whole-hearted and completé’backlng has b‘en the one thing that has kept me
from going just a little bit screwy.

"I rather think Welsh is somewhat of an old "dodo." I don't think he has the
zip and "do it now spirit" to get the maximum results out of the tools he has
available. Jimmy Doolittle and I keep prodding him in the hindend every day and
urging more action,

"As for Anderson, he has been doing all right, but I did think his message
of November 21 (saying French support was weak), which appa rently went to every-
body from the King down, showed a little sign of weakness. However, he is in a
tough spot and has hard decisions to make. We had lunch together today and I urged
him to push on as soon as he could, at the same time maintaining some control until
he found more about the enemy dispositions and strength.

"As Ever,
(signed) Wayne."
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ALGIFRS, NOVEMBER 24, 1942--The decision of French North Africa and Governor
General Boisson to fall in at Darlen's side and range itself with the Alliies is
featured today on the radio and in the press. Admiral Darlen makes the announcement,
saying that both Boisson and General Barrsu, commsnder in chief of French ground,
air and sea forces in West Africa, join the other "eminent men"~-Giraud, Nogues and
Govornor Chatel--in the decision to fight the Axis and liberate France. The touchy
land intricate situation is beginning to cdarify and prove that General Clark's
decision, to play along with Darlen because he is the only man who has sufficient
following to help us, was right.]

At General Clark's invitation, Admiral Darlan comes to the Deputy Commander's
office this morning to confer, for the second time, with General Eisenhower. The
Commander-in-Chief wants to send a joint American-French mission to Dakar to confer
with Boigson but Darlan persuades the Americans that it will be better to have Boisson
come to Algiers first. He probsbly wili arrive either Friday or Saturday. Darlan is
told that his plan for drawing Admiral Robert at Martinique into the alliance has
received the approval of Washington. The French aumiral also proposes that something
be done to aid French Somaliland which has been under blockade. Such a move, says
Darlan, would have two resultg: it would give the Allies additional ports, and, it
would get foodstuffs and supplies to the hardpressed populace. Darlsn is asked to
submit a memorandum that will be forwarded to both the War and State Depertments.

The next problem that is brought up by Darlan concerns the French: North Africa
youth orgenization headed by Van Hecht. Darlan says he is worried about these in-
dependent groups. Says General Clark: "Do you want them drafted in the army and
broken up? They were friendly to ocur cause and they should not be put under commanders
that might be prejudiced against them. Darlan is instructed to talk with Giraud and
Van Hecht to see what sort of a solution can be worked out.

A serious racial and business problem exists in French North Africa between the
7,000,000 Arabs and 150,000 Jews. The Jews, naturally, sre jubilant about the Allied
landing and the Arabs, eslthough not anti-Allies, ere reacting. They insist, in the
medium of an Arab slogan, that: "Jews are & necessity you can't get along without,"
Darlan reports. They feel they have been explocited by the Jews in the past and they
want to be assured that "Jews will not be allowed to run public affeirs." Darlan is
instructed to proceed with great care so as not to disturb racial masses. General
Eisenhower suggests that Darlan assure the populaticn thet he will "conduct the
affairs of North Africa on a liberal and enliightened basis and in accordance with
principles on which the French Republic was founded." Darlan's first step will be
to begin a process of the restoration of property and individual rights to suppressed
minorities. This move w111 go forward "as fast as conditions of Arab prejudices and
suspicisions will permit. The government that Darlan will head as high commissioner
is discussed and it is decided that in addition to a council of ministers, that will
include Giraud, Michelier and heads of the territories, it will have a consulitative
body of private citizens to advise in all civic and economic problems.

With Darlan's consent, the protocol signed yesterday is changed slightly so
the wording throughout makes it resd "the United States and her allies." The British
asked for inc.iusion of the "and her allies" provisions. Darlan agrees, saying he
had assumed that was the meaning. The French admiral then brings up the guestion
of French merchant shipping. He wants to be sure that sufficient ships will be pro-
vided to supply French Africa; that the ships won't be diverted elsewhere. Darlan
is told that shipping will be done by & system of allotments "and on any agreement
involving shipping you will have the full right to have your views considered--you
wiil get a fair and square deal." French cosstel ships will continue to work in
French African waters.
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General Eisenhower praises Darlen as the conference is closing. He telis him
that every effort is being made to set up the admiral as the top man "and everything
you have done proves that you are going down the line with us. "Because of your
pesition in the Vichy government," says General Eisenhower who has seen the letter
that Darlsn wrote Generzl Clark as a result of President Roosevelt's message, “you
are unpopular in the United States. Nevertheless, I have told our governments to
let us alone; that we know more sbout the existing situation. So, they have officially
accepted everything we have done. . You are enough of & politician to know that we 2
have troubles because of the right we are fighting for-—free speech and a free press.|
If you head an enlightened liberal government in action the antipathy toward you will
change."” Darlan nods and appears pleased. He bows toward General Clark, then General
Eisenhower: "I like to do business with you," he smiles. You give good and clear
opinions and you get things done."

Later, Air Marshal Welsh is called in because of General Eisenhcwer's "grave
concern over the lack of adequate night air defenses." General Ike saw his first
air raid and, Br the first time in his life, faced enemy fire last night. The raid
was quite heavy, with much dive bombing, end it lasted throughcut the night. The
bombing is slowing up unloading and causing loss of equipment and hindering the use
of air fields. A Beau fighter squadron is being ordered to Algiers from the Middle
East. It will have good night fighting equipment, inciuding enemy plane finders.
Welsh also asks thaet & torpedo bomber squadron be sent to Malta to operate against
Axis shipping that is moving to Tunisia. :

General Andercon reports back from the front that he is not getting cooperation
from many French civil officials in the eastern section who, he declares, seem to
be pro-Axis. Darlan is sending his representetives to eastern Algeria to straighten
out the situation. Generals Clark and Fisenhower fecl that some arrests would buck
up the populace who are pro-Ally but afraid to show themselves because of the stand
of the officials. The situation in the east is developing according to plan. Anderson
is moving up his units for the feeler push. The line is virtually set in the north.
It runs, roughiy, from Dj Abiad on the north, through Dj Sebla-ledjez E1 Bah, to
EL Arouz on the south of General Anderson's northern sector. In the southern sector
under General Giraud's command, contact has been established only at principsl
roads, at Pichon, Sbeltla and Gafsa. The Germans and Italians aprear to have about
10,000 combat troops..

General Clark orders Colcnel Hamblen to see about more orderly establishment of
headquarters. Ajproximately 70 officers and 360 enlisted men are due to arrive Thurs-
day by cruiser from Gibraltar end already the Hotel St. George is crowded. In mid-
afternoon, KiS3 comes pulling into Algiers, once again crowding the harbor and making
it a prime objective for Axis bomnbers. Generals Clark and Eisenhower go out to look
-at a villa and decide to move into it this afternoon. It sits near the crown of the
ridge that overlooks the harbor.

The villa on the hill, lacking, for the present, both gas and water, is cccupied
tonight by Generals Clark and Eisenhower. Reason for the lack of water is that a
bomb landed near the villa last night, rupturing the mains. General Clark is keeping
his apartment-office in the St. George until his offices on the second floor are ready
for occupancy. More officers arrive from Gibraltar today by plene and the St. George's
accomodations sre bulging. Because of heavy rein, there is no bombing tonight.

3 * ¥*
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ALGIERS, NOVEMBER 25, 1942--The British First Army has started pushing its
way cautiously forward in the north of Tunisia and, as yet, bas not run intec any
serious opposition. The 78th division (British) command post has been pushed up
to Medjez-Hl-Bab! This is almet unbelievable since the German outpost line was
reported to have been there yesterday. Reports coming back from the now-developing
front are sparse. There is no news from the southern front where the Fraunch, re-
inforced by American troops, are scheduled to merely hold and prevent a Germen
flanking movement.

General Clark had planned on flying to the front today, landing at Constantine
and then going overland from there, but the weather is extremely bad throughout
the area and the £light is called off and tentatively scheduled for tomorrow. A
small party, inciuding General Eisenhower and #ir Marshal Welsh, wili make the trip
up in Beau Fighters.

A general conference on air plans and problems is held. Our bombers blasted
Bizerte yesterday, 45 Flying Fortresses participating. All of them returned, four
slightly riddled with cannon fire. A drive to move mors fighters closer to the
front is decided on. General Doolititle and Air Marshal Welsh are instructed to get
together "and apply the maximum air pressure." Smell airfields in Eastern Algiers
are to be improved as soon as possible so bombers, now extended to the limit to
reach Sardinia, can go after Italy proper and other Axis-held points. General Ceaig
is to be the air force officer at Allied Force Headquarters, working with General
Doolittle and Welsh, then reporting to Generals Eisenhower and Clark. Extensive
publicity is going to be given concerning our air raids on Bizerte, Tunis and other
points so the residents of Algiers and French North Africa wili know that the Axis
is getting retribution-plus for bombing Algiers and that we are paving the way,
with bombs, for an all-out ground attack.

Next comes the problem of shipping, and Commodors Morse (British Officer in
charge of the port of Algiers) and civil affairs and shipping experts are called
to General Clark's office. The plan is to move French shipping out € North African
harbors as scon as possible to give more berthing facilities to Alliied ships
bringing in supplies. The shipping experts say five French ships are in condition
to sail to the United States and two to the United Kingdom. To relieve congestion,
the shipping experts toy with the idea of moving most of the French ships to Dakar.
General Clark rejects the plan saying "they can't go to Dakar until we know where
French Wegt Africa stands; to date only an announcemsnt of principle has been made,"
It is decided that the ships that are capable will be send to Gibraltar, in Yescrow,"
to relieve the ports. General Eigenhower declares that Darlan wili agree "since
he is playing ball with us and is sufficiently in our pockets. We've promised him a
square deal and he'll get it. The French are to be allowed coastali shipping as long
as it does not interfere with military water movements.”One Special French wegetable:
oil carrying ship is to be alliowed to go to Dakar and the minimum economic needs of
French North Africa are going to be met to improve the lot of the natives and show
them that our occupation is bringing advantages denied them under German-dominated
control from Vichy.

General Clark next disposes of an urgent problem here in Algiers. Air raid
of ficials have had itchy and nervous fingers with the result that the air raid sirens
have wailed when there was no immediate danger. This has resulted in the stevedores
dropping everything and scurrying for cover. A slow-dowvn in the critieal unloading
of ships has resulted. General Clark instructs Colonel Slocum and the eivil affairs
officers to halt this time-wasting. This subject was brought up when Admirsl
Burroughs, commander of the Eastern Naval force, made a brief call to General
Clark's office.
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With battle imminent in Tunisia, it is decided to issue a proclamation to
French North Africa explaining the situation and declaring that "the military must
have first priority."™ This is to obviate overcrowding of rail and wire communic-
ations and to provide a fulecrum to work against elements that are not cooperating
as they should. This lack of cooperation secms strongest in eastern Algeria. The
fear is that passive resistance will turn into active thwarting of our efforts should
Anderson's drive to the east go wrong.

The situation regarding French West Africa will be gettled later this week.
Governor General Boisson and members of his staff are due in Algiers Friday for
discussions with Generals Eisenhower and Clark and Admiral Darlan. |If the Dakar
deal is cinched, General Clark believes it will stop some of the "beefing" still
coming from London and Washington concerning the French North Africa-Darlan agree-
ment .' \\

\General Clark moves today to his Deputy Commander-in-Chief's office which is
close to the Commander-in-Chief's, Chief of Staff's and Secretary of the General
Staff''s offices. The general has a bed rigged up in his room, behind curtains, so
he can nap at the St. George Hotel on particularly crucial nights. The job of
moving the staff, growing daily, into the hotel is terrific. It has been handled
so badly that General Clark orders Colonel Hamblen to take charge and "meke a
comprehengive layout."™ An underground emergency headquarters, particularly for
the Signal Section, is also ordered prepared.

After Darlan and Boisson have worked out an understanding here regarding Dakar
and French Wegt Africa, a mixed group of French and Americans will go to the vital
point to conciude the deal. The French insist on "dealing with Americans." The
attitude toward the British is one of distrust. Establishment of a more direct
air route from North Africa to the United States will also be discussed.

| Other developments during the day: orders go out to protect the lines of com-
munications in French Morocco and Western Algaéria...this results from a trip by
Lieutenant Colonel Eddy to Tangiers during which he noted that only seattered
French soldiers were guarding strategic bridges...Another part of the headquarters
staff arrives...It includes Generals Gruenther and Lemnitzer...A cruiser load will
arrive tomorrow and Admiral Cunningham is scheduled to come in by air...The first
clipping from-the United States concerning General Clark's secret mission, via
submarine to North Africa, arrives wWith the new group and the play the story got
was terrific. :

#* #* 3#

ALGIFRS, NOVEMBER 26, 1942--The day goes beautifully, both on the front and
back here at headquarters. In fact, the advance in Tunisia goes so well that General
Clark is & little apprehensive, fearing that "Anderson is moving too fast and is
getting too extended." Already advance units are at Mateur, abcut 50 kdlometers
from Bizerte, and a tank outfit has reached Djedeida, only 22 kilometers from Tunis!

Most of the action today is at Djedeida. Two conflicting reports come in. The
air force reports that it gent both fighters snd bombers over the Tunisian town in
the morning "destroying all German planes on the airdrome and the wireless station."
Then comes a report from the armored column which says its guns destroyed 40 German
planes. "One thing looks certain,"™ says General Clark. "We just plain smacked hell
out of the Boche up there." All is quiet in the southern sector. Gemeral Anderson's
advance started the night of November 24-25. Anderson's plan was to make Tebourbe
and Mateur his objectives, then drive northeastward for Bizerte. General Clark
believes Tunis should be knocked out first, in view of developments, and that then
the squeeze towerd the northeast corner of Tunis, driving out the Germans and Iteliam
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Fearing that Anderson might find himself in & bad position because of hig
possible over-—extension, General Clark orders greater speed in bringing up Genersl
Olivert!s armored outfit to aid the Allied drive. Also, 26 tamks asre ordered up from
the Casablanca area.

Near Sbeitla, farther to the south of Awerson's advance, P-38s from Youks lLes
Bains airport did ground strafing, claiming the destruction of 20 vehicles in an
armored columm, and the destruction of two of four officers! sedans on the road
nesr Gabes.

To aid the attack and give the Allies complete air superiority, air officials
errive at Algiers from Malta and the Middle East. General Brereton, commanding
U.S. air units in the Middle Fast; Air Marshal Tedder, head of the R.A.F. in the
Middle East, and Air Vice Marshal Park from Malta confer with Generals Clark and
Eigenhower and British and Americen air officers here. Forces from Malta and the
Middle East are to participate in the air attack on Tunisia. The plan is for the
planes from Malta and the Middle East to concentrate on ports, jarticularly Tunis
and Bizerte, while the air force from here will drive on Axis-held airdromes and
aid in the ground advance. The air officers are left together to work out the
details. The Axis forces in Tunis are to "be smacked from two sides" by the Allied
air units.

General Girsud comes in tc confer with Generals Clark and Eisenhower and he
is tremendously pleased with the way things are going. Girsud's urgent and repeated
plea to General Clark for air superiority hes been met—in force and in a hurry!
Relations with Giraud are excellent and they are ever-improving with Darlan. The
touching letter that Darlan wrote General Clark has been sent to both Washington
and London end today Prime Minister Churchill, who, apparently, wes the most upset
by the Darlan deal, radios back that Darlen is on the "bandwagon" and tells Generals
Clark and Eisenhower to "pat him on the back for me." Darlan now feels he should
confer with Degaulle representatives but General Clark tells him to postpone any
such meeting ™until = -mere appropo time." Darlen is now concentrating his efforts
on two objectives: getting Admiral Godfroy to turn over that part of the French
fleet at Alexandria, and, lining up the visit, scheduled now for Saturday, of
Governor General Boisson of French West Africa.

General Clark is informed by Darlan that General Boisson end General Barrau,
the latter commander in chief of armed forces in French West Africa, have agreed,
on the basis of reports brought back to them at Deker by the three emissaries
Boisson sent to Algiers, that they will place themselves at Darlan's disposition.
"As a better comprehension of the true situgtion in North Africa becomes apparent
to the French West African authorities," says General Clark, "I am convinced that
we can obtain our objectives by friendly negotiation. Darlan points out that the
adhesion of French West Africa is of great importance to our common effort. It
includes & vast reservoir of manpower; it is the source of a large producticn of
lubricants and colonial products; their is stationed at Daskar an important element
of the French nevy, including the Ridhelieu which Darlan suggests be sent to the
United States for completion in an American shipyard. The armed forees inciude
75,000 men and six groups of aviation."

Lieutenant Colonel Raft has flown back from the southern Tunisian front and
he gives General Clark an inspiring picture of the American action there. He tells
how the paratroopers drove into Gafsa, were driven out, re-assembled and then drove
the Germans out. He tells how mobile 75s destroyed German tanks snd of the courage
and resourcefulness of this American unit so far removed from everyone else. Raft
has French troops under his command, giving him a total of sbout 2,500 men.. He has
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been directing the movement of both American and French troops, instructing a
French general on how to deploy his men! The paratroopers are going to be drawn
back and replaced by American infantry, reinforced. But Raft, who has done a terrifiec
job, asks, and is granted, the right to stay in the Gafsa area with a Tank Destroyer
Battalion. Raft reports that the French are fighting with him in great spirit. To
illustrate the feeling of French civiilans in the frontal area, Raft says that when
hig outfit came back and recaptured Gafsa one girl came up, hugged him and said:
"Are you married? If you aren't, I want to marry youl" Jack Thompson, & reporter who
went up with the paratroopers alsc returns and says that Raft "is like God to those
people up there." Before Raft leaves General Clark's office, he has been promoted

to a full colonelcy, the silver eaglkes being pinned over his dusty silver leaves.
Raft is wearing several French regimental insignias, handed over to him by the
enthused French scldiers.

The French shipping prcblem, gone into so extensively yesterday, is shaping up
well. General Clark says the French "are showing a most cooperative attitude and are
clearly desirous of getting their ships into service as rapidly as possible.! The
following accord has been reached: 1—The High Commisariat for French Africa retains
and holds under its own management the tonnege required for (1) the transport of
troops requested by General Giraud between French West Africa and French North
Africe upon aprroval of the Commanding General Allied forces; (2) the maintenance
of indispensable economic traffic between French West Afriea and French North Africa;
(3) North African coastal shipping will be maintained on as feasible a schedule asg
practicable; (4) the desination of certain ships now in French North Africen harbors
is sgreed to but certain ones to proceed to Dakar "only upon clarification of the
situation there."

 These are other developments during the day: It has been determined that the
Axis is dropping "Booby bombs"™ over the Algiers area. These are flashlights, penecils,
wallets and other devices that explode when picked up. They hzve also been dropping
puncture triangles on airport runways...General Wavell asks from India that key
officers who planned TORCH be sent to him so they can contribute their experience
to the plenning of an invasion to regain Burma...Once again the weather is bad,
raining heavily most of the day, and there is no bombing...The general's {rip to
the front is again postponed and he begins scouting the possibility of driving up
to the front...Tonight, the cruiser from Gibraltar begins unloading and more officers
and enlisted men flock to the St. Geerge Hotel headquarters...General Clark is
fairly comfortably set up in his villa now...Colonel Slocum has been instructed to
begin laying groundwork for activation of the 5th American ariy...General Clark is
to have commend of this but General Eisenhower now indicates that his Deputy
Commander-in-Chief is indispensable...Nothing is definite yet, however.

¥* 3#* *

ALGIERS, NOVEMBER 27, 1942--The Germsns have entergd:z Toulon and reports
reaching Allied Force headquarters are that the French fleet is being scuttled.
Of his own volition, Admiral Darlan sends the following message in the clear to
the fleet, then dispatches the original to General Clark:

"Once again the Germans break their word and oceupy Toulon. I urge the high
seas fleet to leave and make for Oran where they will be received as friends by
the Alliegl"

But Darlan'g plea, and the unceasing efforts of CGeneral Clark to get the French
fleet seem in vain. Late tonight, fragementary reports indicate the French sent to
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the bottom, with colors flying, what ships there were at Toulon. The Allies will
not get it, but, neither with Germeny who needs it much worse. For us, it may not
be so ill a wind. These may be the results: France has lost the last card she could
play against the Germans—holding out the fleet ag bait for amnesty; our chances

of getting remnants of the French fleet in Alexandria, Dakar and Martinique are
increagsed greatly; units of the British fleet that have been tied up watching the
French fleet least it move, will now be freed for other duty; German occupation of
the last unoccupied remnant of Metropolitan France will react against the Axis and,
in theeyes of those who have been frowming upon the North African alliance, the
stand and stature of Darlan will increase, making the lot of General Clark that much
eagier.

This morning, Admiral Darlan, who has been informed of Prime Minister Church-
ill's revised attitude toward him and who has also been told that treatment for
his infantile paralysis stricken son will be adaministered at Rabat, French Horocco,
sends the following note to Gemeral Clark:

"y dear General:

"I think you most heartily for your great kindness in placing the
necessary means at my disposition to tranmsport my sick son to
Rabat.

"] should be grateful if you would thank Colonel Holmes for the
great gervices he has rendered me on this occasion.

"Would you be good enough to transmit to the Governor of Gibraltar
my sincere thanks for the proposal you transmitted to me to have
my son taken to Gibraltar.

"Please accept, my deal General, the expression of my high consid-
eration and sincere wishes.

(signed) F. Darlan."

The difference between the British and American attitudes toward Darlan is
starkly illustrated by a cable received by Mr. Mack, foreign affairs liaison
officer from the British to Allied Force Headquarters, from the British Foreign
office. Mack is instructed as follows: "there is no need for you to pay a formal
call on Darlan, though there is equally no reason why you should avoid meeting
him. You will also no doubt maintain informal relations with French officials ag
may be necessary. Consul General will conduct official business with French author-
ities. He need not pay a formal call on Darlan, though if Darlan wishes to see
him he should respond..." Compare this with the free and easy relations between
General Clark and Darlan!

Reports from the front are obscure. Because of continued bad weather that makes
flying impossible, Generals Clark and Eisenhower decide to leave at 0900 tomorrow
by armored car for the front so they can observe first-hand the conditions. This is
the most comprehensive report that comes back today: "Atitack on °.zerte expected
28 November with possible use of parachutists. No report on exact situation around
Mateur and Djideida. General situation obscure but resistance not believed severe.
Mark Six tanks (German) estimated as 12 to 20 encountered last night vieinity of
Djideida. Tanks mount 88 mm gun. Germans executed demolitions of bridge at Taboura.
36th Brigade exact progress unknown. Has encountered enemy tanks."

The air attack against Axis-held poritions of Tunisia is on from both sides.
Bombers and fighters from Algeria are supporting the Allisd advance and boubing
airports. The first report comes in from the Allied air force operating from the
Middle East and Malta. The Tunis docks were bombed last night with 53,000 pounds
of high explosives. Hits were scored on petrol dumps, buildings, railway instal-



The generals go east-gsoutheast via Setif and Constantine, heading for Guelma
where General Anderson's command post is reported to be. The trip is through brown,
barren country. The roads are good. Just before entering Constantine, a six-year-
old Arab boy darts out in front of one of the recomnaissance cars and is killed.

It getis dark when the column is 60 kilometers east of Guelma and the last two hours
of the trip are driven in a complete blackout. The road, humpbacked and of well-worn
macadam, is slick with dew. All the cars in the convoy are skidding and finally

one of the heavy armored recons slides into the ditch, injuring three men. The two
men most seriously injured are put in the baggage truck and the convoy cautiously
creeps into Guelma. In the town, the generals are guided to the home of a i,
Spring, American consul who has come to Guelma from Tunis with the entry of the
Germans. Having eaten small luncheg while driving, the group eats dinner.

General Anderson has moved his command post to Souk Ahras, farther east, so
the generals decide to spend the night with Spring and continue in the morning. A
British medical major takes the two injured men to & hospital and then leaves for
the ditched recon to look after the less seriously injured men. General Eisenhower
obtains a bed but General Clark and Colomel Slocum throw their bedding rolls on
cots domstairs. The guards bivouac around outside the house.

During the trip to Guelma, little military activity was seen. Enroute a few
convoys were passed, including part of the 6th Armored Infantry (Ameriean), part
of General Oliver's forece which General Clark ordered up to aid General Anderson.
This unit, because of enemy air reconnaissance, is on a night march and its dis-
cipline and apperance is excellient.

While the two top generals are making their way to the front, there are im-
portant developments at Algiers. Governor General Boissons arrives from French
West Africa, and Governor General Nogues is coming from French Morocco. Meanwhile,
arrangements are being made to set up the mission that will visit Dakar foliowing
the conferences here. !

The following message is received today from Secretary of War Stimson: "Went
to convey my admiration and eppreciation of your (cable to General Eisenhower)
masterly conduct of the campaign thms far as well as my best wishes for your success
in Tunisia. I know it will be a tough pull but I am confident that you will thoroughly
succsed." Another congratulatory message has been received from the Inter-American
defense board in Washington. It says: "The Inter-American Defense Board, reslizing
the beneficial results of the campaign in North Africa on the security of the Western
Hemisphere, wishes to express respect f r and admiration of the Commanders of the
Allied Force in North Africa and sends its commendations to the Chiefs of the American
Armed Forcesx x x for the brilliant planning, preparation and execution of one of
the most splendid campaigns in the history of the world."

This is the military situation as of tonight: Bone was under continuous bombing
from midnight to 0530. One destroyer badly holed. Off Djidjelli, one petrol carrier
sunk. At Tebourba 14 ocut of 17 German tanks were destroyed when they attempted a
counter-attack. At Djedeida, the lith Brigade is "c¢learing up the town" but lost
four tanks by enemy fire in cutskirts. Bombers called to attack enemy column retiring
from Djedeida but column gone when planes arrived so they bombed Bizerte shipiing.
Bridges at Tebourba and Djedeida destroyed but repairable. It appears that half the
enemy is retiring toward Tunis and the other half toward Sousse. Many stores and
materials abandoned or burnt by enemy. Axig air effort on reduced over-ali scale
but operating in large formations. The Germans are fighting a stubborn retreat but

our progress is steady.
3* * *
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SOUK AHRAS-ALGIERS, NOVEMBER 29, 1942--The American generals arrive at General
Anderson's command post in mid-morning. It is at laverdure, sbout six miles west of
Souk Ahras. The three generals immediately go into conference at the British general's
simple and rustic headquarters.

Enroute to the command post, the generals encountered Colonel Darryl Zanuck
who reported to them that we did not control the air and that there was dissatisfaction
by both British and Americans. Anderson reports that he is satisfied with the air
situation; that arrival of more Allied air units has counteracted the dive bombing
and strafing the troops were subjected to during earlier stages of the drive to the
east. He then outlines in detail the disposition of troops under his command and
reports that he "is pleased with the way things are going." It is decided to move more
air and line of communications troops to the front. Communications between the First
Army and 4liied Force Headquarters has been far from satisfactory. The military sit-

uation is that the Axis forces are fighting a rearguard action but that our drive
for Tunis and Bizerte is steady.

Because of the arrival in Algiers of General Boisson and the importancs of
pending conferences concerning the status of Dakar and French West Africa, it is
decided to turn around and proceed back to Algiers as rapidly as possible. Generzl
Eisenhower is a bit under the weather, having developed a bad cold. The conference
with General Anderson lasts only an hour. During that time, Colonel Slocum has been
talking with Anderson's staff.

The 380 mile drive back to Algiers is started at 1100. In order to move rapidly,
the slower armored reconnaissance cars are left behind, to proceed at their safest
speed. The armored staff car and two jJeeps head for home, pausing only a few times.
The final 180 miles are covered after dark but to make time blackout is disregarded.
As the cars speed through smeli Areb towns, jittery air raid precaution officials
blow their whigles and wave their arms. The cars keep going with everyone shoutings:
"Americaines.” The protest of the gendarmes amount to maught.It is close to midnight
when the party returns. Some members have bad sun and windburns. On the return trip
the generals! small convoy passed mile after mile of half-tracks and trueks moving
to the front. These were part of General Oliver's command, the tanks having gone up
by rail. Their road discipline is good.

Back at Algiers, the following cable has been sent from Secrestary of State
Hull to General Eisenhower: "The planning and lsunching of the North African cam-
paign constitutes one of the most brilliant chapters in our military history and I
extend to you and to the army personnel participating my sincere congratulations on
a job wel. done. This highly successful operation is a real contribution toward
final victory."

This is the military situation for the day: 35 B-17s bombed Bizerte airdrome
and docks successfully. Ten enemy aircraft destrayed, two probables, seven damaged.
We logt two planes. No fighter support because of mud. 17 British Bisleys attacked
Bizerte airdrome successfully last night without loss. Bone was attacked heavily
during the night with "losses suffered by both sides." British parachutists were
dropped from 44 6-47s near Pont Du Fahs, 35 miles southwest of Tunis at 1100 today.
The planes reported a successful drop but what happensd after the chutists hit the
ground is not known. On the basis of a message sent back by Generals Eisenhower and
Clark the north quay of Bizerte harbor will be bombed tomorrow. Informaticn from
Anderson is meager. The 36th Infantry brigade was scheduled to reach a point about
10 miles northwest of Mateur early today. The llth Brigade is believed moving from
Teboura toward Mateur. Our tank losses have been relatively light. The remainder
of the U.S. armored force has reached Souk Ahras by road. Colonel Raff reported by
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| telephone this afternoon that there are no enemy forces between Kairoaun and Tebessa.
The airdrome at Gafsa will be ready for use in two days.

Governor Boisson holds a preliminary conference today with Admiral Darlan and
Mr. Murphy. The French West African governor indicates that he will "cooperate
fully" with Darlan and the Allied forces. He is prepared, he says, to enter into
an agreement which willi give us the facilitles of French Norih Africa that we
desire. The general tenor of the conversation was that French West Africa will be
in the war with us "en bloc."

Two new moves are on the griddle. One calls for an invasion of Spanish Morocco
if conditions require it., The situation concerning this hot spot is far from good.
The Spanish there are making repeated protests about planes flying over Tangiers
gnd indicating they might be looking for a pretext to move into the Sebou river
region. Undoubtedly they are being agitated by Axis agents. The second move is a
drive against Sardinia. It is requested that "planning and preparations be pressed
so that no time will be logt when the decision is made."

* ¥* 3*

AIGIERS, NOVEMBER 30, 1942--Three problems——increased air activity over the
eastern front, preparations for the conference with Governor General Boisson and
the ever-more delicate situation in Spanish Morocco-—occupy General Clark throughout
the day. General Eisenhower is ill with a cold at his vilia so the Deputy Commander's
day is more hectic than usual.

On the basis of discussions with General Anderson, the foliowing air operations
for the next 48 hours are decided upon following a conference in General Clark's
office with Air Marshal Welsh, Major General (just promoted) Doolittle, Air Viece
Harshal Sanders, General Craig and others. Eighteen Bisleys will crack Bizerte
airdrome tonight. Tomorrow 18 Flying Fortresses, acco:panied by 18 P-38 Fighters,
will attack Tunis airdrome. Eight B-258, on their first mission and to be accomp-
anied by 12 P-38s from Youks, will bomb Gabes. At night, 18 Bisleys will bomb the
airdrome at Tunis. The day after tomorrow, 18 B-1l7s and 18 fighters, wili go after
Bizerte airdrome again. Eight B-26s will bomb Enis airdrome accompanied by 12 fighters.
Again 18 Bigleys will attack Bizerte Wednesday night.

It is also decided to ask for the servies of Air Marshal Tedder from the
Middle Bast. The theory is that Tedder, with a great deal of practical experience,
can aid the air drive tremendously during the coming critical two weeks in Tunis.
Welsh doesn't seem to have the drive or the practieal experience necessary. Tedder,
who was here for conferences last week, has returned to the Middle East.

Regarding the situation in regard to French West Africa, Darlan, Boisgon and
Nogues are now in meetings at which they are straightening out their indifidual
differences. In the words of General Clark: "We are letting them have their own cat
and dog fight smong themselves. Both Boisson and Nogues have demands that they must
work out with Darlen. Tomorrow, Darlan, Boisson and Nogues wili have a preliminary
meeting with Mr. Murphy and Colonel Holmes. When the time ie ripe, we will go into
confercnce to conclude the deal."|The matters of principle are to be discussed here
with all specific arrangements left for consummation in Dakar with a special mission
that has been dispatched from Washington. It is hoped that & general statement of
position can be secured from Boisson before he returns to Dakar. The specific agree—
ment would be consumated at the capital of French Vest Africa. General Clark feels
it would be unwise to send Boisson back to Dakar "fithout attempting to reduce the
common understanding to writing..."
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A score of radios come in today caoncerning the inereasingly tense situation
in 8panibh Morocco. Almost any move can be expacted in the Sebou and frontier
areas. The British consul general at Tangiers reports that "thé faet that the
areas have not yet been occupied by American troops is arousing commnet among Span-
ish eircles at Tangier x x x inclined tc interpret this as tacit acknowledgement
of Spanish claim to Sebou region." The region is ful: of enemy agents who are
ineiting the Moorish leaders. Repeated protests are coming in concerning flights
of American planes over Spanish Moroeco. Al. these cascading facts disturb General
Clark. Be calis General Pation at Casablanca and orders him to come to Algiers
tomorrow for conference. A move might have to be made at & moment's notice. One
cable explains the situation: "Indications that Spanish Morocean Army may be plan-
ning sudden move scuth of Sebou River hawe been further emphasized by objection of
high commigsioners to U.S. Charge d'Affaires, Tengier, over flights of Americsn
planes across Spanish territary. Token occupation by American troops of French
Morocean territory north of Sebou river recommended by military attache Tangier to
prevent a possible Spanish occupation that erea. Considerable discussion reported
among Spaniards over advigability tieir occupaticns this territory..."

The rapid advance into Tunis has slowed down. The report from the front says:
"Ground operation remained on a reduced scale today and willi continue to do sc until
present scale of enemy air effort can be reduced. (This step was taken today by
General Clark. He also sent Welsh to the front to confer with Anderson). I (Ander—
son) have agreed with Welsh to the steps required to acheive this end in air and
plans being prepared with object destroying enemy aircraft on ground and denying
them use certain airfields. 1lth Infantry Brigade in contact with enemy on western
outgkirts of Djedelda and on southwest slopes of steep escarpment which divides
main veliey Djedeida and Mateur. They reguire short period in which rest and re-
crganize before they fit to contimue offensive. Same applies to 36 Infentry Brigade
who failed capture very pronounced feature commanding valley through which they
must advance toward Meteur. Blade force remains in central reserve and provides
offensive patrols one of which today destroyed two enemy tanks. The U.S. tank
unit is concentrating in the general ares south of line Medje to El Bab-Beja. The
56th Reconnaissance Regiment and parachute battalion are operating offensively
over wide area notth of general line Oudna-Massicault both of which occupied by
enemy. Air activity on reduced scele throughout day. Successful bombing raid carried
out against enemy occupying Djedeida. Our fighter squadrons reinforced to limited
extent.”

General Clark's entire afterncon is filled with catching up on the hundreds
of cables that have come in during his two day absence at the front. He's literally
buried under papers throughocut the day. At one point he exclaims: "The hell this
isn't a paper war and who said our commnications weren't working. Just look at
this stuffi"

¥* * *

ALGIERS, DECEMBER 1, 1942—General Clark is decorated by General Eisenhower
today with the Distinguished Service Medall

The decoraticn ceremony is held, in bright Mediterrsnesn morning sunlight, on
a second story porch of the St. George Hotel. The citation is read by Colonel Davis
of AG and then General Eisenhower pins the medal on hig Deputy Commander's tunic.
The event is photographed by both still and motion picture cameras. High ranking
officers, including the four other officers who accompanied Ceneral Clark on the
submarine-rendezvous trip and who are to receive their Legion of Merit decorations
soon, gtend behind in a semi-circle centered on a color guard and the U.S. flag.
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There's guite a drematic story behind this morning's decoration ceremony--a
story that few know and a story stretching back 23 years. After Gemeral Claerk was
wounded in France during the first World War and following his release from the
base hogpital, be was sent to the G-4 section of the First Army. Ceneral De Witt
was hig section head. Genersl Clark was in charge of supplying troops in the
Argonne section. He had to select railheads, round up the supplies and see that
they moved on schedule to the active sector. Just before the war ended, General
De¥itt recommended Clark to be a major, at the age of 21. He also wrote a letter
recommending Clark for the Distinguished Service Medal, saying he "knew of no one
more deserving." When the Second Army was formed, General Bullard asked for Clark
to be executive officer of the G—4 section but he stayed with DeWiitt. The substitute
sent in General Clark's place fot the D.S.M. and Genersl Clark knew "from comparison
of my work that I was entitled to the Distinguished Service Medal."

The story then leaps the years to 1935 when General DeWitt, then in the Philip-
pines, wrote the War Department to the effect that he had had lots of time to
reflect on Clark's work and that one of his great regrets was that his recommendation
of the D.S.M. for the young officer had never been consumated. Again, he wrote
Clark a marvelous recommendation and citation. The recommendation went before the
board many times but there was no action. Turing the "lean years"™ of the 1230s,
many D.S.M.'s were awarded for administrative jobs and, sgain, @Generead Clark was
recommended, this time by his Corps commander. Clark felt that be didn't want a
D.E.M. in that feshion .

Again the story bounds ahead--—this time to the office of General Marghall just
before Genersl Clark went overseas last July. After saying goolibye and just as he
started to leave, General Clark was stopped by General Marshall. "Your work as
Chief of Staff of the Army Ground Forces has been outstanding," General Marshell
said. Your planning of the army buildup alone ig & fest entitling you to the Dis-
tinguished Service Medal. I have recommsnded you on more than one occasion but for
reasons I can't give you at the present time, the decoration has not been made.

This story runs through the General's mind as he stands in the warm sunlight
being decorated by the award he has coveted--end which he has earned—for sc¢ long.
It took almost a quarter of & century until there, finally, it hangs on his chestl

The Spanish Morocco situation demands almost all of General Clark's attention
today. It begins to look as though he will go to COren to take charge of it and to
form the Fifth Army, first army of this war to be formed outeide the limits of the
United States. Following discussion with General Clerk and variocus key personnel,
including political experts of the U.S. and Great Britain, General Fisenhower sends
the following cable to Generzl Marshell:

"Indication of increased Axig subversive activity in the regiocn of Spanish
Morroco and evidence of some Axis concentrations along the Pyrenees border have
convinced me that complete coordination of preparation in that region must be
acheived at once. To accomplish the necessary coordination, I intend, as U.S.
Theater commander, immediately to establish the U.S. Fifth Army with Lieutenant
General Clark in command. He will actually esgtablish his headquarters at Oran as
soon as current activity. here will permit but, in the meantime, will take active
charge of coordinating dispositions and preparations in the central and western
areas. This wili compel his early relief as Deputy C-in-C but I feel that this can
be done on my own authority as Allied C-in-C and without reference to the Combined
Chiefs of Staff. Request radic confirmation.”

General Patton arrives from Cesablanca shortly after noon and Gemeral Clark
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spends most of the remainder of the day in conference with the Commander of the
Western Task Force. Since a large number of troops have been drawn from the Oran
region to give added strength to Generzl Anderson's force fighting in Tunisia, any
units that might be used to occupy the Sebou River region or take action against
any Spanish Moroccan moved must come from General Patton's command. He recommends
use of the Third Division. General Petton is staying over until tomorrow.

Mr. Murphy and Colonel Holmes meet today with High Commissioner Daerlan and
Governor Generals Boisson and Nogues. They report back that the Frenchmen are
getting their differences settled and that Boisson does not want to return to
Dekar without some kind of a written statement from the American officials. Murphy

says Boisson is ready "to go along with us."

The situation at the front: British, American and French troops are driving
a wedge between Tunis and Bizerte to separate the Axis force. Our troops are about
15 miles from Tunis and about 22 from Bizerte. They are forging shead but the rapid
advance is slowlng down because the Axis troops are now getting concentrated in a
tight corner. British and Americen peratroops have been dropped about 30 miles
south of Tunis to thwart either reinforcements coming up or else to heckle a
retreat. Air activity continues over the entire Tunisian area with bombings and
fighter sorties against ground troops. Daylight bombing raids were made against
Bizerte, Sousse and Gabes. Our forward units are maintaining strong pressure on
the enemy's position in the vicinity of Mateur and Djedeida. In Southeastern
Tunisia numerous patrols, including French, have damaged enemy installations.

(Note: Henceforth, this diary will not deal with matters in such detail. The
generall's days are filled with innumerable conferences on every conceivable kind
of subject. To conserve time and space, only the highlights will be hit.)

Late tonight General Clerk is informed that Washington has aprroved his head-
ing, at the earliest possible date, the Fifth United States Army! He will go to
Oren, probably, at the earliest peacticable date.

* 3* *

AIGIERS, DECEMBER 2, 1942--"Authority is granted you to activate Fifth Ar
i}
headquarters designating Lieutenans General Clark as the Army Commander." -

This is the message that is received from General Marshall and the
that will start General Clark on a new tangent with a new command. He be22§:a§:y~
ing the groundwork. He has already decided on his key officers: Chief of Staff
Brigadier General Al Gruenther; G-1, Lieutenant Colonel Frank Markoe; @-2, Colénel
Eddie Howard; G-3, Colonel Art Nivens; G-4, Colonel "Addie" Adcock; Air Officer,
C?lonel Guy Gale; Adjutant Gemeral, Colonel Cheney Bertholf; Headquarters Commaﬁdant
Lieutenant Colonel C.C. (Smitty) Smith. The general, in order to concentrate on :
training and tactics and aveid being buried in paper work, plans on a streamlined
headquarters.

General Clark wants to have his headquarters several kilometers west of Opran
so he can be near an airfield and away from interruptions that would impede him in
Oran proper. At Oran, he plans to have a base section under General Larkin to
handle most of the paper work. Colonel Smith is flying to Oran tomorrow to meet
Colonel Nivens and search for a site for Army headquarters. The general orders
the above key personnel--plus Colonel Tommy Lewis who, probably, will be the
Artillery Officer--to report to him here from Oran. It probably will be ten days
before the general starts formation of headquarters.





