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A - : CITADEL CADETS AT TULLIFINNY

ARCHIVES AND MUSEUM

How They Received Their "First Baptism of Fire" in the War of
&f the 60's as told by One of Them

The letter printed below, written by Col, John C, Sellers, of Sellers, S, C.,
and addressed to Capt. Ben B, Williams, whose Confederate Sildier's Memoirs have
been appearing in the Sundar News, contains much of interest regarding the service
rendered the Confederacy by the Citadel Cadsts, Col, Seller's letter follows:

Capt, Ben 5, Williams, Brunson, S, C, = My Dear Sir: I have greatly enjoyed
reading your memoirs as published in the Sunday News, and especially Have I enjoyed
the one in the isswe of January 11, in which you relate your impressions o the
Citadel cadets as they received their first baptiam of fire at Tullifinny, as I
happened to be one of the dandy-fine boys who did "stand square up t:}};nck” when we
struck "the Yanks", In the main your accounts of the fights at Tullifimnny is core
rect, and is quite complimentary to the two companies which composed the cadet
battalion, under the commend of Major J, B, White, but in a few instances you are in
error, which is not at all swrprising, as it has been farty-nine year since those
fights, and human memory is a most® treacherous thing,

V Adided by a pretty tenacious memory and a rereading of Majar White's report, as
found in Thomas's"History of the South Carolina “ilitary Academy," on pages 205-6-7-8,
I find that Capt,.(afterwards Governor) Hugh S, Thompson comnanded Company A and Capt.
J.P. Thomas, with Lieuits, A,J, Norris and R,0, Sams, com-anded Company 3, and not‘
Lisut, Huger," as you suppose; in fact, there was no Lieut Huger in either company,
but C, Huger was a private in vompany B, December 6 the train carrying the hospital
battalion was stopped just beyond Tullifinny trestle, and sgainst the fighting about
three miles off, in the direction of Gregory's Point the noise of the rifle firing
could be plainly heard, and we were marched at a ddublenquick in the direction of the

battle, and soon the whistle of the minie balls co@ild be heard, but none of us were




hit, and when we arrived at the scene of the fight the Yankees had retired, We then
fell back to Tullifinny trestle ond slept on our arms at t he trestls that night,

I well recollect an incident of that night that furnished considerable amusement to ‘
all the cadets, except one, Just before day a train came thunderin: over the trestle |
and Cadet B.A, Miller, of Company B, waking up suddenly and not knowing what was the
matter plunged into Tullifimny Creek and got thoroughly sosked. -+t was a very cold
night and there was a heavy frost on the ground next morning, The next day, which was
Dacember 7, we were, with the 47th Georgia, marched in the direction of the enemy in order to
ascertain his sxact position and determine the propriety of attacking him in his ine
trenched position, about three miles east of the railroad towards the coast, The entire
line of ekirwishers soon became enguaged with those of the enemy, and vataadily drove
them back on their intrenchments, This skirmish lasted sbout three hours, “ompany B
relievidg Comapny A, (it's ammunition having been exhausted @and the entire battalion

was thus enga ed in the skirmish., When the emmunition of Company A became exhausted
they retired in good order, and Cempany B was rushed in to take their places durigg
a brick fire from the enemy, and many of us had forgotten whether ws were No, 1 or
No. 2, and there was considerable confusion along the line,

capt, Thomas, with his sword drawn, rushed in front of us and gave the command,
"Halt! " "Fall in," according to ehight, just as on the psrade ground at the Vitadel;
when in line the com and was given, "Front!"™ "Dress to the right,” "Count off from
the right," and then every one double~quicked to his position on the skirmish line
and leisurely retired. While all this was going on the bullets, grape and cannister
were whistling all around uws, and it has always been a wornder to me that we were not
all killed,

Ve then fell back to the railroad and slept that night under our arms in an

old broom sedge field by the side of the railroad., I remember I slept very soundly

that night in that grass, with my gun by my side, and ro covering except "the I
clouded canopy of the heavens," and next morning there was a heavy white frost all

over that old field, The next day, which was the 8th, we were ensaged in throwing
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up temporary breastworks on the east side and parallel with the railroad,

The casualties in this skirmish were as follows: Lieut Amory Coffin, severely
wounded in the headj Cadet J. B. Pattersen, mortally wounded, afterwards died;

Cadets Joseph W, Barnwell and E, C, McCarty, severely wounded; Cadets S, F, Hollingsworth,
A, J., CGreen, A, R, Heyward and W, A, Pringle, slightly wounded.

The next morning, which was December 9, the enemy advanced in full force against
our position on the railroad, Our position was on the left next to the L7th Georgia,
on our right, Major White acted with great coolness and daring that day, He cantered
his horse up and down owr line admonishing us to remain concealed behind the breast-
works and hold our fire wntil the command to fire was given, As soon as the enemy
got through the swamp in owr front and emerged into the old field, where they could
be seen, Major White, at the head of the battalion, rose in his stirrups snd gave
the command, just as if on the parade ground, "Attention battalion, Ready, air, fire."
At the command "attention battalion," each cadet sprang to his feet, and when the
command "fire" was given ouwr three hundred rifles belched farth as one gun, The
of fect was instantaneous. The enemy fell back in great confusion, leaving their
dead and wounded on the field, We continued firing for awhile and when the command,
"Cease firing" was given and the smoke lifted the enemy was nowhere to be seen,

I remember one poor fellow, an officer, was brought out on a litter through,
our lines, and appeared to be dasperately wounded, &nd I think soon died, It was
after this affair at the railroesd that the Yankees planted a babtery across the
swamp in an old field and commenced shelling passing trains, We were moved into
the woods on the west side of the railroad., When not on picket duty, we kept
ourselves confortable by building huge fires, where we cooked owr scanty rations,

It was wbih in these woods that W, D, Palmer was struck by solid shell in the
left hand, tearing his hand into shreds, His hand was amputated just above the
wrist, but he never left us, but stayed with the command till we were disbanded
at Creenville, After the war he settled near 3¢, Stephens and was successfully
engeged in farming, He never mﬁhd and died last year, He was as gallant a
solider as ever shouldered a gun,




I have no rscollsction of the Narth Carolina "reserves" you mention, and am
pretty sure the reference is to a militia compan. from Marion County (then district,)
comranded by Capte ¥, J. Davis,. THis company was composed of "elderly men" and
16 year old boys, and mustered in rank ad file about 1SL men. Theyv arrived after he
fights inTullifinny end camped in the old field on the right of the railroad, just
beyond Tullifinny Creek, and near to the woods, where the cadet battalion was bi-
vouacked, They arrived soon after the ‘ankee battery began shelling the passing
trains and knew very li:tle s out military tactics and were encumbered with a lot
of "poss, ovens, frying pang, bedding, etc," as you describe. The cadéts were
detailed every day to drill this disorgeinzed mass of cld men and boys, who had not

even learned to chansze step, and when a shell from the lank:e battery would come

~pereaming over the old field it was with difficulty that discipline could be maintained,

With a nunber of the 16 yesar-old boys I had gone to school in the old HMarion
dis riect, and to some of them I was closely related, and * had known a number of the
elderly men from my earliest recollection, and t hey were our most solid and respsctable
-citizens, Five years after, I married the daughter of the fourth sergeant of thie
oompan&, the late John Macej and two uncles of my wife, the late Gewood and Zlihu
Berry, were privates in this same company. In looking over the rool of this militia
from Marion I find that all th+1der1y men are long since dead and a ma jority of the
16 ysar-old boys have already "crossed the river," “ few, now prominent citizens of
Marion, “illion and Florence counties still survive, among them the Hon, Jas, D.
Montgomery, for years county treasurer of Marion County and member of the Constite
utional Convention of 189¢, and Ex~Sheriff ¥Wm, 4, Wall, of Mar onj Wm, 5. Allen,

Neal MeIniis end T,C, Sherwmood, of Dillion County; H.J. “ogers, Mullins, and Isham
E, Yatson, of Florence County.

The Citadel cadets left :ullifinny on Christmas Day; 186L, and went dirsct to
James lsland, 'here they did picket duty, twenty-four hours on and. twenty-fours off,
till the evecuation of Charleston, February 17, 1865, For a part of the time we were
on James Island we had tents, and though the duty was hard and exacting, we greatly

enjoyed life, living ss we did im the open and drinking in the salt water broeszes,




My messmates on the island were John C, Tiedeman, an Ex-Alderman of the city, an&
now a prominent wholesale grocer of Charleston; Lewis “eng, of Union, and J. .

Allen, now holding a Jovernment position in the “ustom House at Ch rleston. Meng's
father sent him down a negro man, who was & fine cook, Tiedeman's father, the
venerable Otto Tiedeman, kept us supplied with groceries of all kinds, whild Allen's
father, who was a truck farmer near t_ho city, fxrhishcd us with vegetables fresh from
the fields, and these with the rations we drew, gave us "plenty and variety." My
physical condition soon became such that + was only able to button tha top button

of my cadet wmiform,

On the night of the evacustion I was on picket in the lower part of the island,
in the direction of Stono “iver. That afterncon while on vidette duty I could plainly
see the men on the pkcket line of the eneay and could see transports and gunboats
moving aro nd, The Yankees evidently believed that the island was being evacuated,
as Sherman was then in our rear at volumbia, About 9 o'clock we were quiotiy taken
~ off the picket line and marched to the long bridge over the Ashlay in pursuit of
the main body of the battalion, which had crossed the bridge much earlier., I am
pretty sure our pickets were the 1aa£ to lrave the island by way-of the long bridge,
¥e caught up with our command early next morning, Harehixig on to 8t, Stephens after
a few days' delay, we secured transportation to Cheraw, where wo got in front of Sherman,
At Pheraw our battalion acted as the rear guerd of the army and crossed the bridge
over the Pee-lee into Mariboro County in rear of ths Cavalry. The bridge was fired
befora the Yankses could cross, but they ran up a battery on the hill near St, David's
Church and fired at us as lon: as were within range, At the crossroads, about one
and onse~half miles from Cheraw, we were zllowed to take the first rest we had had
in hours, In a few moments, though bombshells were occasionally bursting around us,

I was sound asleep, We were right at a road I had often travelled in my boyhood
days, and when the bugle sounded "fall in," I looked lon ingly down the road towards
my home, thirty miles sway, and to k up the weary tramp, tramp, tramp to Fayetteville,

N.Ce



This was the begimning of the great March rains of 1865, knownin all this section
as the "sreat Sherman freshets.” The rains were incessant, stre.ms greatly swollen
and the roads in a terrible condition, Arriving at Fayetteville wey crossed the Cape
Fear liiver and proceeded to Haleigh by way of Smithfield. Before reaching Raleigh
the battalion was, at the request of "Governor Magrath, ordered back to South Carolina,
At “aleirh we got railroad transportation to Chester, 5,0, by way of Oreensboro
and -harlotte, V,C, From -hester we marched across the contry to Shelten, on Broad
River, and then by rail to Spartanburg, where we took up quarters in Wofford vollege.
It was while we were in Spartanburg that we first heardk as a rumor, that Lee had
surrendered, late in April we marched to Greenville, 5.,0., where, on April 29, we
were giventa twenty days' furlough, and we all got home as Lest we could,

Besides those wounded at Tullifinny the follewing cadets died from disease:

R, F, Nichols, John Culbreath, G. O, Buck, T. A. Johnson and R, Noble, T. A, Johnson
died 1n the Wofford College building while we were camped there, From the first we
received nothing far our aervioéa,r wither from the State or the Confederacy, except
the rations we consumed,

After the war Major Vhite removed to Marion, where he lived till his death
a few years ago, full of years and honors, For many years he taught the Marion
High School, and for several terms was country school superintendent, He also
worked as a civil engineer, and was a most painstaking and accurate land surveyor,

He owned a small farm near the town and was the phoneer in this section of the now
great strawberry business, It was at Marion that his first wife died, childless,
He afterwards married the dJaughter of the Rev, Hugh A, C. Walker, late of the
South Carolina Conference and reared and educaied four noble sons, now {irsteclass
men,, Some of his boys graduated at the Citadel, There never was a nobler man
than Ma jor White, Modest as a maiden, he was courageous as a lion; kind and
gentle, yet he was a rigid disciplinarian; with a fine sense of humor, he was

pure and chaste of speech, It was a delight to visit his home, for he was given to
hospitality, and as a guest he was pleasant and entertaining, On the long march
through slush and mad from Cheraw to Raleigh I have often seen him with as many
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‘7 ‘gns of the boys as he could hold on the withers of his horse, and often he would

disrount and walk for miles in the mud while two and sometines thwres, worn-out
boys were astride the old bay horse., Peace to his ashes] One of the "DandyedJim
boys" of 186k, :

John C. Sellers

Sellers, S, C.






