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MOLEDDS
PARK SYSTEM.

Pres. Jermain Presents
His Annual Report.

MANY  IMPROVEMENTS

Have Been Made and Many
More Are Contemplated--An
Excellent Showing.

President Jermain, of the Park board.
has presented his annual report to the
park commissioners. The full text fol-
lows: :

To the Honorable Board of Park Com-
missioners:

antleq]en:—T‘he duty of making ths
president’s annual report to this board
has come to me with a triple responsibil-

ity, being the third to fill this office dur-
ing the year just closed. I cannot fulfill
the task of three but shall endeavor to
faithfully review the considerable work

accomplished and what its significance
has been as touching the future—that
future so big with possibilities for the
highest good of our city.

Lhe report of our sceretary gives a
careiully prepared classincatuon of re-
ceipls and expenditures. Lo Liis state-
Liell pubile attenuon 18 especially caled,
1 will not dupilcate statements of de-
talis, thereiore, but will call attention
to the chiel expenditures and the resully
attained.

alie policy of the year has been not
only to spend carerully but to spend well.
It nas been a year of resuits and tnat
we have been aple to make the fouowing
showing and yet nnmsn the year with a
balance to our credit 18 due nrst or ai
to the wise economy ot the last adminis-
tration, which planned and saved against
the tume when notable work couwd be
aone,

We began the the year with a balance
of $6,506.15 to the credit of our fund o1
general purposes. Ve received from the
city couucit a special appropriation of
$7,000 for the purpose oL waking a pay-
ment on the new green house now com-
pieted at Walbridge park., Lhis building
cost $13,670.18 and this cost closely ap-
proximated the estimates made for a
pouse which would be adequate to our
present imperative -needs. 1t could not
be built to-day for less than $Z0,000, at
the ruling prices of structural iron, pipe
and other materials. It was said that the
city council would furnish the money to
pay the balance of $6,170.73, but, con-

trary to public anticipation, the board
did not request it, and provided for the
balance within its very limited funds.
The members of the council were invited
to inspect the work and united in com-
mending the investment. This fine per-
manent improvement, with its beautiful
and commodious palm house, is fast be-
coming one of the show places of Toledo,
and caunot fail to be a source of growing
pride of this city. The propagating
houses are of sufficient capacity to hand-
somely decorate all of Toledo’s parks and
triangles, as well as the Centennial
grounds when the time comes,

'Thits each year will this be the source
of our city’s growing beauty. As our
parks grow plants and flowers, shrubs
and trees, so grow they civic pride; as
srows civie pride, so grows that working
spirit for better conditions which is at
he root of all good citizenship. N
- Before leaving the subject of the green
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| pository. W

Eota’blrey gift ‘from Mr. Rollin Starr, and
| yalued loans from Mr. Grasser, and
others. In this, as in all respects, our
parks offer an especial field for private
gifts. Cleveland's two finest parks were
{ given outright and in a completed state
by two citizens whose names will nevex
be forgotten by the grateful peoplé of
that city. Our Toledo parks should in
time be greatly enriched by private gifts.
No citizen can leave a better or more en-
during monument. By such acts as these
does the present as well as the future
measure the real success of a life.

With a balance on hand of $6,553.18,
as shown above, and a total of only $17,-
§22.22 from the tax levy, and $401.75
rent from Collins Park tract and other
sources, we have paid the green house
balance, paid for labor $11,532.01, at all
of the parks, general expenses $4,690.07,
and have a net balance of $1,483.84 to
the credit of our fund above all claims
upon it. (The total balance is $2,183.84,
but of this $700 is set aside account of
contracts for the new green house, the
claims for which are in litigation.)

The boulevard fund is special and as
will be seen by our secretary’s repord
$21,757.08 still stands to its credit. Con-
cerning the future disposition of this I
will refer you to that part of my report
concerning the boulevard.

The total for general expenses in-
cludes giving of the park band concerts;
$1,042.80 was paid for these concerts, in-
cluding the cost of therll)ortahle band
stand and its handling. This useful de-
vice is in first class condition for future
concerts.

The unqualified success of these con-
certs is so well known that I need not go
into details. By means of the portable
stand they were so given as to reach the
reonle in all sections of the city. The
music was taken to the people, and not
the people forced to come to the music.

No pains were spared to have all of the
working arrangements perfect. These
are.ready to put into operation this year
for, it is to be hoped, a longer and even
more enjoyable season of inspiring music
in the parks. I wounld earnestly recom-
mend the plan of beginning these con-
certs this year as early as June 15 and
continuing them until September 15. 1
can safely say that no public money has
ever been spent to a better advantage or
where it has received a more hearty and
unqualified appreciation from the people.
The new happiness and hope which it
brought into many lives was surely very
great. It was one notable demonstration
of what the park movement really means
in the often colorless lives of those “who
labor and who wait.” Careful estimates
by our superintendent show that about

e have already received a
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seventy-five thousand peopl’e listene
these concerts. L
Visitors at the Parks.

His report also shows that more thay
600,000 people visited the parks the pasi
vear. The constant and large 1ncreast
of visitors each year is the best evidence
that the people generally are enteriig

into the fuller use and enjoyment of thsg
parks. 5 P23

Another special expenditure, but of
small amount for day labor, was in the
preliminary work of laying out the pub
lic golf links at Ottawa park, in crdex
to promote and demonstrate the value o
that park as a public outing ground. In
this, as in other respects, Toledo is
again among the foremost of our Amerl
can cities to devote her parks to the bes
practical uses and enjoyments ot 1
people. The fine game of golf has here
tofore been confined to the comparative:
ly few who could afford to join a country
club, where the dues are necessarily
high. It takes large sums to buy the
necessary land for a country club ans
golf course. But Toledo already pos§
sessed a park big enough for all this and
much more, and the people were getting
very little benefit from it. Hence thd&
golf course, the base ball grounds, ang
other out-of-door pastimes projected
there. The little work already done in
the short days of the fall months hasg
brought an immediate and large res
turn in public appreciation. The plang
are now complete for carrying forward
this work, the course will be kept in ex
cellent condition this year, and the bal
park will be one of the very best. Unde
veloped ground and spring freshets overs
flowing the bottom lands make it the
wisest plan to maintain a nine-hole gol
course this year.

As to the overflowing of these bottoun
lands: Competent engineers pronounce it
perfectly feasible to eontrol this flood
water by means of dams and water
gates and so regulate it that this trouble
need not exist. This board has not had
the means,-however, to begin on a piec
of engineering work of that extent. lu
is a matter, however, which should  be
given serious attention at such time in
the future as the means on hand willl
wzgrant the outlay. ) TSR T
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as now, at the park 2
near the-entrance, and crossing the bot-
tom lands in a direct line westward,
return to the same point from the north-
east. The total distance will be about
three thousand yards for the lhinks of
nine holes. The whole course will be
bunkered in a manner to stimulate good
golfing and attract the best players. We
aim to have it one of the best links :n
the country, where tournaments may be
held and noted golfers take part,

When the street car company extend
their lines to this point, which we trust
will be soon, big field days can be held
during the long summer season, when ali
manner of open air games can be played.
At such times "l'oledo’s thousands will
find recreation and keen enjoyment in the
pure air and the broad acres of this fine
woodland park.

While the park board were unable, by
reason of legal restrictions, to spend any
money on the playground movement, its
niembers, individuaily; took an active in-
terest in the work and joined the associa-
tion in pushing it to a quick and sue-
cessful opening at the Canton avenue
ground.
"l‘l}e playgrounds have come to stay.
Their permanency has been made secure
by the act of this board in the establish-
ment of playground No. 2 on park prop-
erty, at the City park, on Nebraska
avenue. : ‘

'grough the untiring zeal and labor of
Mr. Tsanoff this playground has been
made one of the best equipped in the
United States. Its great value in the
lives of the children of that quarter of
the city can never be estimated. Toledo
owes much to that enthusiastic gentle-
man whose indomitable courage has
kept this movement constantly advanc-
ing until it has now broadened its work .
to that of complete education. The good
which the Canton avenue playground
does during the season is daily under the
eyesof a large number of our citizens, |
It is of first importance that the en-
tire system of playgrounds planned for
the future should be owned by and un-

der the fostering care of the city. T
should be supported by general taxati
for the benefits are to the communit
general. ivy no other method

more surely breed good citizens,
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‘and jails, a menace to stable society and ¢

a grievous burden to the state.

That Toledo was among the first of .

the American cities to make these chil-

dren’s playgrounds, equipped as they|
are, a part of the park system, will ever |

prove a matter of pride to our citizens,

Just as surely will we take a great step |
in advance, making the system founded |
by Mr. Tsanoff complete, when the win- |
ter.work in mental and physical culture |

becomes a part of our public scheool sys-
tem.
Steps have been taken which will re-

after, in adequate lighting in the parks,
with eleven arc lizhts in Walbridge park,

early evening. This is especially true of
Walbridge and Navarre parks, where
proper lighting is much needed.
Shelter Buildings and Lavatories.
At this point I would call especial at-
tenticn to the urgent need of a com-

| modious shelter pavilion at Walbridga

park and adequate lavatories there,
There is also imperative need of the
jame at Navarre park, East Toledd; a3
well as the early laying of the water

The people wish to go to this exception-
1lly beautiful waterside park—they do

i zo in thousands almost every pleasan.
qda;, and the present season should n»

nass without better facilities being es-

| tablished for public comfort there au
i cleewhere,

There issalso urgent need of a prope:

huilding at Ottawa park, for there i

‘0 nlace in that large park where pieni
yarties, or-other: visiters, can find she’

i o’ and comfert during a stovm, or th

needed convenicences of an outlring park

sult for the coming season, .and here !

three at Navarre park, East Side; five J
at Riverside, and two at City park. The{}
information of this improvement will be B
sladly received by many who wish to ex- §
joy the cool breezes in the parks in the f

pipes as planned by the board. These
1 are immediate necessities, as during th:
i past summer at Walbridge park mueh
4 veal suffering resulted from their laei
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wing plans for would also do
toward attracting many to the
.and prove a potent factor in bring-
it into popular public use. The city
S A 'largq imvestment there, and should
tel nto its enjoyment now and not in
€ indefinite future.
- Protect the Parks.
f:j.’b-ul’ing‘ the year the park properties
aave been jealously guarded trom en-
croachments, notably at Riverside park,
where the . water rront facilities were
threatened by a railroaa line. 'This
great damage was averted by prompt
‘aection in the repeal of an ordinance and
 the vaeation ot the streets as platted,
| thus giving additional protection ror the
| future. Too much vigilance cannot be
exercised in the protection of our pub-
lic parks from the encroachments of
| private interests, and especially the rail-
| roads.
| Lhe water fronts are naturally most
tempting to these enterprises, and while
{1 fully appreciate the great value ot
{railoads 1n the industriai prosperity ot
{a eity, there is here in 'oledo doek front
l.en.ougn, and to spare, to afford ample
railroad faeilities for a city many times
our size without destroying the few
| waterside breathing spots. These have
begn rescued for the permanent use and
lniperative needs of the people of this
| growing city. As the common heritage
it of the people, the public parks repre-
| sent the right of eminent domain in its
suprenie sense and power in preserving
| their integrity. When this right is grant-
ted by the state to a quasi-public insti-
| tution, such as a raiiroad company,
¥ which being operated for private gain,
il it must ever be subservient to that
‘higher right, which is the composite
i rignt of all  the people. “Judge-made
W law” is not basic law, 1t is often simply
| mistaken interpretation of the spirit ot
yall equity, which needs no books nor de-
. cisions te-make it -good or eternaily en-
ig. ‘The plea of public necessity 13
suceessiully used where it is
Yy 4 case ol competition for busi-
e
- I now come to that public work which

‘has claimed so large a share of the at-
tention of the board during the past
year, and which is daily growing in
il magnitude and importance m the up-
| buitding of our city. 1 refer to the bou-
o levard.
| larly in the year, the council transfer-
Slred to our use the sum of $25,000 for
boulevard right-of-way  purposes. Ot
Bl this we spent tor all purposes $3,242.92,
Ul leaving a balance to the credit of that
fund of $21,753.08. Cuareful estimates
show that this will be suificient to put
the city in actual possession of the en-
tire right of way, such as setting back
7 fences, moving barns and houses and do-
ling some necessary initial grading.
~ the work of securing the deeds and
agreements for the right of way on the
west side of the river i1s now nearly comn-
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|l plete, and it is earnestly desired to com-
plete that of the liast Side before the

{

"l opening of spring. 1 trust that the pub-

tllic, as well as all private interests of that
sg{ctio,n of the ecity will work harmonl-
| ously together for the common good.
"P'he East Side has berore it its great op-
“portunity. Its future fine residence
\quarter is yet unlocated, and will un-
‘i'uoubtedly center upon its boulevard.
| This board will endeavor to determine
!l wisely in this matter, guided solely by
:'the purpose to do what is for the best In
| the end. :
i- Through the enterprise of the pub}xc
{ press, which has been qmclf to perceive
&md loyal to support Toiedo’s best Inter-
' ssts, the efforts now belng made for a'u
¥l appropriation of $150,000 for boulevard
rovement have received full and ta-
able mention. These press nouces
e also exerted their customuary mnku-
e in creating helpful public genti-
nt. The facts are becoming gqnerally

wn and their importance realized.
atistics from all sources .nvariably

> that a boulevard i
st—Increases the value of abutting

rty 300 to 500 per cent, hence

econd—Increases revenue from taxa
ich property in the sauwe ratio.
9! general tax rate

b
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—Greatly beautifies the city.
nth—Attracts investors — attracts
e who build.
Kighth—kKnjoyed by all classes, for it
Il eontain broad bicycle paths, as well
driveways and parkways.
Ninth—Furnishes much needed em-
ployment, both in its construction and
fion the new buiiding which it stimulates.
I © Tenth—1Is thus a potent factor in &
¥ ¢ity’s mnaterial prosperity and the weil-
&l being of its workers.
| Should the people of Toledo decide
'that they want to have this work pushed
' forward, the labors upon  which this
% board will enter will be filled with cave
and responsibility, and will prove a task
| by no means to be coveted. The work
! means so much, however, for Toledo’s
| future that this added responsibility is
 undertaken, The entire policy of this
{ board is for improvement and mainten-
 ance. In parks, as in everything, noth-
Ling but results really count. Parks,
parkways and boulevards have no sig-
nificance unless improved and brought
| into the fullest use and enjoyment of the
people.
| The development of the park idea in
i all of our American cities is remarkable,
I but it is also imperative. Within a few
§ vears a great awakening has taken place
as to the vital importance of this pre-
serving and beautifying large and con-
| veniently situated tracts of land. Al
¥ this is as it should be. As Mr. Richard
# Holden eloguently says, **City roadways
¥ leading to parks should be such that peo-
§ can go readily out to the parks every
day and take in just so much as time
§ and inclination will permit. The parks
§ therhselves are great civilizers; they are
reat equalizers; they equalize upward.
§ They are one of the most positive evi-
¥ dences of the growth of the people to
¥ power. They lift the people to a higher
f life; they are educational; they are full
of inspiration, and make life worth more
§ to every man, woman and child who
L Hmes to enjoy them; they are sanitari-
§.dms; they are priceless boons to the
weak and poor, who may go from d:u'kd*q
‘4 and dingy rooms into verdure and sun- |
i ight free from cost. Whichever way
Ssat turn, whether from the economical
¢ standpoint or from that of health or
pleasure, the hand of every citizen
should be lifted in favor of the parks.
They are the people's heritage for all
time to come.”
4 It would not be fitting to close this re-
port without speaking with regret of the
resignation of our president, Mr. J. D.
[Robinson. How wisely he planned, and
il how faithfully he labored for the best
{ development of our park system, none
knew better than do those who were so
closely associated with him. The same |
Binterest he still feels, although care for
{ his health compells him to spend most of
ghis time in travel. To me, he represent
Jthat type which is the best in our Amer-
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ican citizenship, with wise convictions
and courage to abide by them—*‘without
fear and without reproach.”

Especial mention for faithful service
is due the employes of this board in all
departments. The keepers at the vari-
ous parks have made a remarkable
showing with the few men they have
had, and their work deserves hearty
commendation. To our secretary, whose
valued services this board has had the
benefit of so long, and to our superin-
tendent, who has so capably performed
his difficult duties, the sinecere apprecia-
tion of this board is due. They have done
their work with a devotion to it for its
own sake, which will ever distinguish

he ideal public servant.
S. P. JERMAIN, President. l".
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