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John, Sylvia, Nola Belle, Jesse, Emily and Annie

family are, from left, Cardelia, Arvin, Frank, Lee. (Photo special to The Sun)

The column below is one of a con-
Linuing senes aboul coniribulors W
Greene County’'s black beritage,
written for The Sun by Mary E.
Brownlow as a Homecoming "9 pro-
ject of Greeneville's black com-

By MARY E. BROWNLOW
Years ago. Ridge Road extended
from the underpass on North Main

through to some parts of the
Kingsport Highway. This area was
once called “The Ridge.” and many
Negro families lived there. They
owned their land., some Wwere
{armers, brick makers, or pursued
other occupations.

in the 18000s Jesse Manuel, a
Cherokee Indian descendant from
North Carolina, lived in Greene
County on ““The Ridge.” He was a
farmer and brick maker, and owned
his land. He was married to Nola

Manuels’ Place In Local History

make bricks by hand. Most of the
bricks were made on the property
where we live now. The hand-made
bricks in the ‘old post office,” which
was built in 1904, Daddy helped to
make and lay those. He was quite a

and the Brumley Hotel, Daddy
belped to make those.”™

Frank Manuel was married to An-
na Eliza Snapp of Greeneville, who
was born in Greene County March

Bill Manuel is at left, and his
nephew, Frank Manuel Sr., 1s at

right.

later moved to the home where *e
live now. He farmed, laid bricks

Railroad’ for thirty-some years.”
Miss Emily said, ‘“‘He believed in
education, and all the children have

to respect our elders. We had what
we called a truck farm. We sold
vegetables, fruit, molasses, milk
and butter. Occasionally we would
have a country ham to sell, or a beef,

and always plenty of eggs and
chickens. Daddy was a good pro-




