COLORED PEUPLE TO URGE
PURCHASE BF NEWSEHL

To Appear With Opponents
at Meetiﬁg of Commis-
sioners Tonight.

What might result in an exclting
meeting of the commissioners will be
held tonight, when negro voters and
propertys owners wlill appear before
the hoard to urge and protest against
the purchase of the Bristol normal
institute bullding for the use of the
colored school children of the clty,
Two factions of the colored people,
cach with adherents among white peo-
pie, have been to seo the Board of
Mayor and Commissloners, each with
I8 argument In favor or aguinst the

purchase. The Negro Men's Business
Leaguo of the olty attempted last Fri
day nlght to effect an agreement be-
iween the two partles, In order it is
sald to have the faction In favor of
the purchase unopposed, but the antl-
purchase colored people did not ap-
pear at the meeting. The doard st its
last meeting stated that the hearing
ior both sides would be held tonight.

The Bristol normal bullding was
built In 1900 by the Presbyterian
¢hurch of the North for the colored
children of the eity, It cost, Including
the grounds und $1,000 donated by
Maj. A, D. Reynolds, of Bristol, $16.-
000, Tt 18 now offered to the city for
$8,000, and the purchase price to be
pald on the city's own terms., A resi-
dence in whieh the principal of the
school lived “Is not included in the
u[]’nr.‘Ir

The faction In favor of the purchase
I8 led by R, E. Clay, president of the
| Negro Men's Business League, and s
sald to have the support of & num-
her of prominent citizens and property
owners among the white people, R, E.
Clay sald yesterday that of the 77
colored voters in the clity, 66 are In
tavor of the purchase and will In a
lurge measure be represented at the
meeting tonight, They hinve suggest.
od that the city purchuase the bulld-
g, which isx on MeDowe!ll street, and
also retain the present wooden bulld.
Ing for colored school children on
Woodlawn avenue.

The commissioners have expressed
no views on the matter, bHbut it is be-
lleved that they will be largely in-
fluenced iy thelr deciston by the meet.
ing tonight,




